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read how the Arab excavators dug their way 
to the very throne of Sennacherib ; and, not 
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least among the multitude of other wonders, 
we are told of a clay seal, now in the British 
Museum, attached probably to a treaty of 
peace between Assyria and Egypt, displaying 
on one piece of clay the signets of the two 
great kings, side by side, Sennacherib and 
Sabaoo. 

But endless os are the topics for surprise 
and admiration in this volume, there is also 
something to suggest regret. Although we 
are very far indeed from underrating the im- 
mense value of the wall sculptures which 
enable us to see the old Assyrians in their 
habits as they lived, getting in harvosts of 
praise and glory, yet we cannot but regret 
very much tnat the extreme inadequacy of 
the means placed at Mr. Layard’s command, 
should have compelled him almost wholly 
to confine and limit his attention to the walls 
of those rooms which he entered. That so 
much should have been done with so little, 
and so many grand results obtained, is not 
one of the least wonderful portions of the tale 
of wonder which is brought to us from 
Mesopotamia. Cheap as labor is in a region 
whore the camel-load of wheat (480 lbs.) costs 
but 4 x., it would have been impossible for 
any man not gifted with Mr. Layard’s rare 
combination ofenergy and tact to have econo- 
mized his means so well, or to have produced 
out of the slender material resources placed at 
his command a tenth part of the results now 
before us. As it is, however, Mr. Layard has 
been compelled to restrict his operations ; to 
tunnel round the walls of chambers for their 
sculptured tablets, and to leave the mass of 
earth and ruin untouched, over the floor of 
almost every room. And when we consider 
the gains that have rewarded an examination 
of the floor of the two small record chambers, 
it seems to us most probable that under the 
huge masses of ruin now covering the pave- 
ments trodden by Sennacherib, there mast be 
hidden many an object which, like the throne 
of the great king — 

To all living, mate memento breathes 
More touching far than aught which on the walls 
Is pictured. 

The reader will at the same time under- 
stand that we think the course actually taken 
in all respects best adapted to make the most 
of the means afforded. For the limited 
amount of excavations he was authorized to 
undertake, Mr. Layard most properly and 
wisely selected his field. He oould not afford 
to dig to waste, and therefore made his chief 
business to trace along the walls, which, 
from the outward signs already visible, it 
was quite certain contained a rich vein of 
histone ore. But what treasures are yet to 
come out of the great Nineveh mines, when 
our national sense of their value shall havo 
l been expressed by a less niggardly allowance 
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for the working of them, we dare hardly cal* 
culate at present. 

A portion of Mr. Layard’s present volume 
is devoted to the account of some excavations 
on the site of Babylon; but although they 
led to a few discoveries of very great impor- 
tance, the^ were not prosecuted far because 
the quantity of waste labor is much greater 
at Babylon than at Nineveh. There are at 
Babylon no tablets of carved alabaster, and 
very few sculptures found on any kind of 
atone. Stone was not readily obtained by the 
Babylonians, and their palaces were therefore 
ornamented with glazed brick, with plaster 
work and colors. The buried palace of Neb- 
uchadnezzar has for a long series of years, 
indeed, provided bricks for all the buildings 
in the neighborhood ; there is scarcely a 
house in Hulah which is not almost entirely 
built with them ; and upon every single brick 
is stamped the name of the king. 

As was the case with Mr. Layard’s Nineveh 
and its remains, one great charm of the 
Nineveh and Babylon lies in the admirable 
sketches of the tribes that now move to and 
. fro upon the soil of the Assyrians. The re- 

E roduction of the past is heightened in effect 
y being placed in apposition with the present. 
No traveller — no, not Burckhardt himself — 
has ever so completely won the confidence of 
Eastern dwellers among tents ; or has ob- 
tained, from familiar gonial intercourse with 
Bedouins and Yezidis, so accurate a knowl- 
edge of their character. Setting aside alto- 
gether the great subject matter of his books, 
there still remains in Mr. Layard’s narrative 
•o much of the best spirit of the traveller, 
and he has such intimate and kindly knowl- 
. edge of the Arab, that he might have achieved 
a reputation for his pictures of the present, 
, if be had not made his name immortal in 
connexion with discoveries relating to the 
, past. 

It is a curious fact that there have been no 
tombs discovered on the site of Nineveh, nor 
any representation on the sculptures of the 
mode in which the Assyrians disposed of their 
dead. Did they, like a good sanitary nation, 
burn them all? At Nimroud, in the high 
conical mound at the north-west corner, Mr. 
Layard discovered the remains of a square 
tower, in which a narrow gallery was found 
vaulted with sun-dried bricks, ana blocked up 
at each end. This may have been a royal 
tomb, but nothing else of the kind was dis- 
covered. And, says Mr. Layard — 

No remains whatever were found in it, neither 
fragments of sculpture or inscription, nor any 
smaller relie. There were, however, undoubted 
traces of its having onoe been broken into on the 
• western side, by digging into the face of the 
mound after the edifice was in ruins, and conse- 
quently, therefore, long after the fall of the 
Assyrian empire. There was an evident depres- 


sion in the exterior of the mound, which could 
be perceived by an observer from the plain, and 
the interior vault had been forced through. 
The remains which it may have contained, 
probably the embalmed body of the king, with 
vessels of precious metals and other objects of 
value buried with it, had been carried off by 
those who Hhd opened the tomb at some remote 
period, in search of treasure. They must have 
had some clue to the precise position of the 
chamber, or how oould they have dug into the 
mound exactly at the right spot ? Had this de- 
positary of the dead escaped earlier violation, 
who can tell with what valuable and important 
relics of Assyrian art or Assyrian history it 
might have furnished us? I explored, with 
feelings of great disappointment, the empty 
chamber, and then opened other tunnels, without 
further results, in the upper parts of the mound. 

It was evident that the long gallery or cham- 
ber I have described was the place of deposit for 
the body of the king, if this were really his tomb. 
The tunnels and cuttings in other parts of the 
mound only exposed a compact and solid mass of 
sun-dried brick masonry. I much doubt, for 
many reasons, whether any sepulchre exists in 
the rock beneath the foundations of the tower, 
though, of course, it is not impossible that such 
may be the case. 

Among other evidence by which the king 
who built the palace of Kouyunjik is identified 
with Sennacherib, is the discovery, among 
the wall sculptures, of a picture of the siege 
of Lachish. This discovery, which signalized 
the latter part of Mr. Layard’s residence at 
Mosul, has supplied the testimony much 
wanted of a perfect identification of one series 
of the sculpture subjects with a known event 
in the reign of Sennacherib. The description 
of the soene of the siege as thus represented 
on the palace wall we should have been glad 
to quote — with many other most striking 
additions to our former knowledge of these 
marvellous remains — but we shall probably 
make a still better use of the limited space 
at our disposal if we rather extract a few 
passages showing the extent of Mr. Layard’s 
influence among the Arabs, and the undoubted 
power that he seems to have acquired over 
them by the cordial and generous nature of 
the intercourse he has kept up. His influ- 
ence, we may remark, has been used always 
to promote reconciliation between tribe and 
tribe, and to increase everywhere peace and 
good-will ; and we may specially commend 
to the reader an illustration of peace advo- 
cacy (too long to be quoted, but to be found 
at p. 168 ) highly characteristic of the people 
with whom Mr. Layard had to deal — in 
which a raging oonflict of mutual plunder 
between two wild tribes suddenly subsides 
into the pleasanter excitement of a chase after 
Mr. Layard's greyhounds in pursuit of a 
hare. 

Here is a delightful sketch of Mr. Layard’s 
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Arab workmen moving the lions — opening 
' with a characteristic description) nobly felt 
and written — 

By the 28th of January, the colossal lions 
forming the portal to the great hall in the north- 
west palace of Nimroud were ready to be dragged 
to the river-bank. The walls and their sculp- 
tured panelling had been removed from both 
sides of them, and they stood isolated in the 
midst of the ruins. We rode one calm cloudless 
night to the mound, to look on them for the last 
time before they were taken from their old rest- 
ing-places. The moon was at her full, and as 
we drew nigh to the edge of the deep wall of 
earth rising around them, her soft light was 
oreeping over the stern features of human heads, 
and driving before it the dark shadows which 
. still clothed the lion forms. One by one the 
limbs of the gigantic sphinxes emerged from the 
gloom, until the monsters were unveiled before 
us. I shall never forget that night, or the 
emotions which those venerable figures caused 
within me. A few hours more and they were to 
stand no longer where they had stood unscathed 
amidst the wreck of man and his works for 
ages. It seemed almost sacrilege to tear them 
from their old haunts to make them a mere 
wonder-stock to the busy crowd of a new world. 
They were better suited to the desolation around 
them ; for they had guarded the palace in its 
glory, and it was for them to watcn over it in 
it* ruin. Sheikh Abd-ur-Rahman, who had 
ridden with us to the mound, was troubled with 
no suck reflections. He gazed listlessly at the 
grim images wondered at the folly of the Franks, 
thought the night cold, and turned his mare to- 
wards his tent. .* . . Owing to recent heavy 

rains, which had left in many places deep 
swamps, we experienced much difficulty in drag- 
ging the cart over the plain to the river-9ide. 

« Three days were spent in transporting each 
lion. The men of Naifa and Nimroud again 
. came to our help, and the Abou-Salman horse- 
men, with Sheikh Abd-ur-Rahman at their head, 
* encouraged us by their presence. The unwieldy 
mass was propelled from behind by enormous 
levers of poplar wood ; and in the costumes of 
those who worked, as well as in the means 
adopted to move the colossal sculptures, except 
that we used a wheeled cart instead of a sledge, 
the procession closely resembled that which in days 
of yore transported the same great figures, and 
which we see so graphically represented on the 
walls of Kouyunjik. As they had been brought 
to were they taken away. 

It was necessary to humor and excite the 
Arabs to induce them to persevere in the arduous 
work of dragging the cart through the deep soft 
■oil into which it continually sank. At one 
time, after many vain efforts to move the 
buried wheels, it was unanimously declared that 
Mr. Cooper, the artist, brought Rl-luek, and no 
one would work until he retired. The cumbrous 
.machine crept onwards fbr a few more yards, 
but again all exertions were fruitless. Then 
the Frank lady would bring good fortune if she 
sat on the sculpture. The wheels rolled heavily 
along, but were soon clogged onee more in the 
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yielding soil. An evil eye surely lurked among 
the workmen or the bystanders. Search was 
quickly made, and one having been detected upon 
whom this curse had alighted, he was iguomini- 
ously driven away with shouts and execrations. 
This impediment having been removed, the cart 
drew nearer to the village, but soon again cams 
to a stand-still. All the Sheikhs were now sum- 
marily degraded from their rank and honors, 
and a weak ragged boy, having been dressed up 
in tawdry kerchiefs, and invested with a cloak, 
was pronounced by Hormuzd to be the only fit 
chief for such puny men. The craft moved 
forwards, until the ropes gave way, under tho 
new excitement caused by this reflection upon 
the character of the Arabs. When that had 
subsided, and the presence of the youthfnl 
Sheikh no longer encouraged his subjects, he 
was as summarily deposed as he had been elected, 
and a gray beard of ninety was raised to the 
dignity in his stead. He had his turn ; then tbs 
most unpopular of tjie Sheikhs were compelled 
to lie down on the ground, that the groaning 
wheels might pass over them, like the car of 
J uggernaut over its votaries. With yells, shrieks, 
and wild antics the cart was drawn within a 
few inches of the prostrate men. As a last re- 
source I seized a rope myself, and with shouts of 
defiance between the different tribes, who were 
divided into separate parties and pulled against 
each other, and amidst the deafening tahiel of 
the women, the lion was at length fairly brought 
to the water’s edge. 

We add a few quaint sketches of oriental 
character pieked almost at random from a 
host of others. The first is a tale hold bv his 
people against one of Mr. Layard’s friends. 

THB SLEEP OP A PASHA. 

His excellency not fostering feelings of the 
most friendly nature towards fiamik Pasha, the 
new commander-in-chief of Arabia, who was 
passing through Mosul on kis way to the head- 
quarters of the army at Baghdad, and unwilling 
to entertain him, was suddenly taken ill and 
retired for the benefit of his health to Boassheik- 
hah. On the morning after, his arrival he com- 
plained that the asses by their braying daring 
the night had allowed him no rest ; and the 
asses were accordingly peremptorily banished 
from the village. The dawn of the next day 
was announced, to the great discomfort of his 
exoellency, who had no interest in the matter, 
by the oocks ; and the irregular troops who 
formed his body-guard were immediately in- 
cited to a general slaughter of the race. The 
third night his sleep was disturbed by the crying 
of the children, who, with their mothers, were at 
once looked up, for the rest of his sojourn, in the 
cellars. On the fourth he was awoke at day- 
break by the chirping of sparrows, and every 
gun in the village was ordered to be brought out 
to wage a war of extermination against them. 
But on the fifth morning his rest was sorely 
broken by the flies, and the enraged Pasha in- 
sisted upon their instant destruction. The 
Kiayah, who, as chief of the village, had the task 
of carrying out the governor’s orders, now threw 
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himself at his excellency’s feet, exclaiming, 
“ Your highness has seen that all the animals 
here, praise be to God, obey our Lord the Sultan ; 
die infidel flies alone are rebellious to his au- 
thority. I am a man of low degree and small 
power, and can do nothing against them ; it 
now behoves a great Vizir like your Highness to 
enforce the commands of our Lord and master.” 
The Pasha, who relished a joke, forgave the flies, 
but left the village. 

KURDISTAN HOSPITALITY. 

At its entrance was a group of girls and an 
old Kurd baking bread in a hole in the ground, 
plastered with clay. “ Have you any bread ?” 
we asked. — “No, by the Prophet!” “Any 
buttermilk?” No, by my feith !” “Any 
fruit?” — “No, by Allah!” — the trees were 
groaning under the weight of figs, pomegran- 
ates, pears, and grapes. He then asked a string 
of questions in his turn : “ Whence do you 
come ?” — “ From afar !” “ What is your busi- 
ness ?” — “ What God commands !” — “ Whither 
are you going ?” — “As God wills !” The old 
gentleman, having thus satisfied himself as to 
our character and intentions, although our an- 
swers were undoubtedly vague enough, and 
might have been elsewhere considered evasive, 
left us without saying a word more, but soon 
after came bock beanng a large bowl of curds, 
and a basket filled with the finest fruit. Placing 
these dainties before me, he ordered the girls to 
bake bread, which they speedily did, bringing 
us the hot cakes as they drew them from their 
primitive oven. 

THE BEG FROM THE OTHER END OF THE WORLD. 

Near Abou-Sheetha is a small village named 
Kaaitli, inhabited by sedentary Arabs, who pay 
tribute to the Sheikh. A few tents of the Tai 
were scattered around it. As we passed by, the 
women came out with their children, and point- 
ing to me exclaims!, “ Look, look ! this is the 
Beg who is come from the other end of the world 
to dig up the bones of our grandfathers and 
grandmothers !” a sacrilege which they seemed ] 
inclined to resent 

A VICTIM OF TURKISH REFORM. 

Seated near him on the divan I found my old 
friend Ismail Agha of Tepelin, who had shown 
me hospitality three years before in the ruined 
castle of Amadiyah. He was now in command 
of the Albanian troops forming part of the gar- 
rison. A change had come over him since we 
last met The jacket and arms which had once 
glittered with gold, were now greasy and dull. 
His face was as worn as his garments. After a 
cordial greeting he made me a long speech on 
his fortunes, and on that of Albanian irregulars 
in general. “ Ah ! Bey,” said he, “ the power 
ana wealth of the Osmanlis is at an end. The 
Bultan has no longer any authority. The ac- 
cursed Tanzimat (Reform) has been the ruin 
of all good men. Why see, Bey, I am obliged to 
live upon my pay ; I cannot eat from the treas- 
ury, nor can I squeeze a piastre — what do I say, 
a piastre ? not a miserable half-starved fowl — out 
of the villagers, even though they be Christians ! 
Forsooth, they must talk to me about reform, 
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and ask for money. The Albanian’s occupation 
is gone. Even Tafil-Bousi (a celebrated Alba- 
nian condottiere) smokes his pipe, and becomes 
fat like a Turk. It is the will of God. I have 
forsworn raki, I believe in the Koran, and I 
keep Ramazan.” 

RESULTS OF PROPHECY. 

I gained, as other travellers have done before me, 
some credit for wisdom and superhuman knowl- 
edge by predicting, through the aid of an alma- 
nack, a partial eclipse of the moon. It duly took 
place, to the great dismay of my guests, who well 
nigh knocked out the bottoms of all my kitchen 
utensils in their endeavor to frighten away the 
Jins who had thus laid hold of the planet. 

TURKISH PERSECUTION OF THE NE8TORIAW8. 

The pastures and arable lands around their 
villages had been taken away from them and 
given to their Kurdish tyrants. Taxes had been 
placed upon every object that could afford them 
food, ana upon their mills, their looms, and their 
hives, even upon the bundles of dried grass for 
their cattle, brought with great labor from the 
highest mountains. There was no tribunal to 
which they could apply for redress. A deputa- 
tion sent to the Pasha had been ill-treated, and 
some of its members were still in prison. There 
was no one in authority to plead for them. They 
had even suffered less under the sway of their 
old oppressors, for, as a priest touchingly re- 
marked to me, “ The Kurds took away our fives, 
but the Turks take away wherewith we have to 
live.” 

Little did this primitive old priest imagine 
he was uttering the speech put by an old 
Christian playwriter into the mouth of a Jew 
— but what unconscious testimony is thus 
given to the genuine orientalism of Shylock ! 

We now gather a note or two about Arab 
horses. 

Whenever a horse foils into the hands of an 
Arab, his first thought is how to ascertain its 
descent. If the owner be dismounted in battle, 
or if he be even about to receive his death-blow 
from the spear of his enemy, he will frequently 
exclaim, “ 0 Fellan ! (such a one) the mare that 
fete has given to you is of noble blood. She is 
of the breed of Saklawiyah and her dam is ridden 
by Awaith, a sheikh of the Fedan” (or as the 
case may be). Nor will a lie come from the 
mouth of a Bedouin as to the race of his mare. 
He is proud of her noble qualities, and will tes- 
tify to them as he dies. After a battle or a 
foray, the tribes who have taken horses from the 
enemy will send an envoy to ask their breed, and 
a person so chosen passes from tent to tent un- 
harmed, hearing from each man, as he eats his 
bread, the descent and qualities of the animal he 
may have lost 

Again 

On one occasion, when I was amongst the Sham- 
mar at A1 Hather, an Arab rode into my en- 
campment on a beautiful gray eolt. I was So 
much struck with the animal, that I at once ex- 
pressed a wish to its rider to purchase it He 
merely intimated that the sum I named wa* v 
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beneath the value. I increased it, bat he only 
shook his head, and rode off. Nevertheless, the 
report spread amongst the tribes that he had 
bargained for the sale of his horse. Although 
of the best blood, the animal was looked upon 
with suspicion by the Bedouins, and the owner 
was, some months after, obliged to sell him at a 
lower price than I had bid, to a horse-dealer of 
Mosul ! A knowledge of such little prejudices 
and customs is very necessary in dealing with 
the Arabs of the Desert, who are extremely sen- 
sitive, and easily offended. 

There is a good deal of practical philosophy 
in the following idea : — 

The Bedouins are acquainted with few medi- 
cines. The desert yields some valuable simples, 
which are, however, rarely used. Dr. Sandwith 
hearing from Suttum that the Arabs have no 
opiates, asked what they did with one who could 
not sleep. “ Do !” answered the Sheikh, 44 why, 
we make use of him, and set him to watch the 
camels." 

Here is a modem version of an ancient 
tale : — 

The inscription is called Meher Kapousi, 
which, according to the people of Wan, means 
the Shepherd's Gate, from a tradition that a 
shepherd, having fallen asleep beneath it, was 
tola in a dream the magic word that opened the 
Spell-bound portaL He awoke and straightway 
tried the talisman. The stone doors flew apart, 
disclosing to his wondering eyes a vast hall filled 
with inexhaustible treasures ; but as he entered 
they shut again behind him. He filled with gold 
the bag in which, os he tended his flocks, he 
carried his daily food. After repeating the inagio 
summons, he was permitted to issue into the 
open air. But he had left his crook, and must 
return for it. The doors were once more un- 
closed at his bidding. He sought to retrace his 
steps, but had forgotten the talisman. His 
faithful dog waited outside until nightfall. As 
its master did not come back, it then took up the 
bag of gold and carrying it to the shepherd’s 
wife, led her to the gates of the cave. She could 
hear the cries of her husband, and they are 
heard to this day, but none can give him help. 

And from oriental fiction we may pass, for 
our last quotation, to an illustration of orien- 
tal notions about fact. To show the uniform 
spirit in which Eastern philosophy and Mus- 
sulman resignation contemplate all the vari- 
ous evidences of ancient greatness and civili- 
sation now so suddenly rising up in the midst 
of modern ignorance and decay, Mr. Layard 
gives the letter of a Turkish Cadi written in 
reply to some inquiries as to the commerce, 
population, and remains of antiquity of an 
ancient city, in which dwelt the head of the 
law: — 

“ My illustrious Friend, and Joy of my Liver ! 

“ The thing you ask of me is both difficult 
and useless. Although I have passed all my 
days in this place, I have neither counted the 
houses nor have I inquired into the number of 
tbs inhabitants ; and as to what one person 


loads on his mules and the other stows away in 
the bottom of his ship, that is no business of 
mine. But, above all, as Co the previous history 
of thin city, God onlyJmows the amount of dirt 
and confusion that the infidels may have eaten 
before the coming of the sword of Islam. It were 
unprofitable for us to inquire into it. 

44 Oh, my soul I oh, my lamb ! seek not after 
the things which concern thee not. Thou earnest 
unto us, and we welcomed thee ; go in peace. 

44 Of a truth, thou hast spoken many words ; 
and there is no harm done, for the speaker is one 
and the listener is another. After the fashion 
of thy people thou hast wandered from one place 
to another until thou art happy and content in 
none. We (praise be to God) were born here, 
and never desire to quit it. Is it possible then 
that the idea of a general intercourse between 
mankind should make any impression on our 
understandings ? God forbid l 

44 Listen, oh, my son ! There is no wisdom 
equal unto the belief in God ! He created the 
world, and shall we liken ourselves unto him m 
seeking to penetrate into the mysteries of his 
creation ? Shall we say, behold this star spin- 
neth round that star, and this other star with a 
tail goeth and cometh in so many years ? Let it 
go ! He from whose hand it came will guide and 
direct it 

44 But thou wilt say unto me, Stand aside, oh 
man, for I am more learned than thou art, 
and have seen more things. If thou thinkeet 
that thou art in this respect better Jhan I am, 
thou art welcome. I praise God that I seek not 
that which I require not Thou art learned in 
things I care not for ; and as for that which thou 
hast seen, I defile it Will much knowledge 
create thee a double belly, or wilt thou seek Par- 
adise with thine eyes ? 

“ Oh, my friend ! If thou wilt be happy, say, 
There is no God but God ! Do no evil, and thu* 
wilt thou fear neither man nor death ; for surely 
thine hour will come ! 

44 The meek in spirit (El Fakir), 

“Imaum An Zade." 

How difficult it has been to single out any 
special passages for quotation from a book in 
which every page contains matter of value — 
we need hardly say. Even now we cannot 
close the book without directing the reader’s 
particular attention to the descriptive beauty 
of the eleventh chapter — the journey from 
Mosul to the Khabour. 

Nor can we close our comments without a 
grateful recognition of the spirit and good 
sense displayed by Mr. Murray, in meeting 
the wide public demand for Mr. Layard ’s 
writings, by issuing the work before us at 
once in a cheap form. When regard is paid 
to the amount of type and liberality of illus- 
tration in the volume (both of whioh are re- 
markable) it will be evident that full benefit 
is given to the public of that certainty of a 
large sale which is commanded by the inter- 
est of Mr. Layard *8 subject, and by the cheer- 
ful, manly way in which he wins our sympa- 
thies over the telling of his wondrous tale of 
Nineveh and Babylon . 
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428 MANKIND, FROM A RAILWAY 

From Chambers* Journal. 

MANKIND, FROM A RAILWAY BAR-MAID’S 
POINT OF VIEW. 

Mankind is composed of groat herds of 
rough-looking persons, who occasionally rush 
with frightful impetuosity into our refresh- 
ment-rooms, calling for cups of coffee, and 
hot brandy and water, which they tumble into 
themselves scalding, and pay for in furious 
haste ; after which they rush out again, with- 
out exchanging a civil word with anybody. 
Mankind, even of the first class, are dressed 
queerly in pea-coats, paletots, cloaks, and 
caps, with no sort of attention to elegance. 
They indulge much in comforters, and green 
and red handkerchiefs, and sometimes little 
is seen of their visages beyond the mouth and 
the point of the nose. While they stand at 
the oar eating or drinking, they look much 
like a set of wild beasts in a menagerie, tak- 
ing huge bites and monstrous gulps, and often 
glaring wildly askance at each other, as if 
each dreaded that his neighbor would rob him 
of what he was devouring. It is a very un- 
ainiable sight, and has given me a very mean 
opinion of mankind. They appear to me a 
»et of beings devoid of courtesy and refine- 
ment. None of them ever takes off hat or cap 
when eating, and not one of even those whom 
I suppose to be clergymen, ever says grace 
before the meat which I hand him. A soup 
or a sandwich is no better in this respect than 
a brandy and water. When a lady comes in 
amongst these rude, ungracious animals, un- 
less she has a husband or other friend to take 
•ome care of her, she is left to forage for her- 
self ; and I have seen some forlorn examples 
of the sex come very poorly off, while gentle- 
men were helping themselves to veal and ham 
pies, and slices of the cold round. I don’t 
ktiow any difference in mankind for a great 
number of years. They are just the same 
muffled-up, confused-looking, munching, glar- 
ing, bolting crew, as when I first became ac- 
quainted with them at the station. They are 
not conversable creatures. They seem to 
have no idea of using the mouth and tongue 
for any purpose but that of eating. They 
can only ask for the things they wish to eat 
or drink, and what they have to pay for them. 
Now and then, I hear some one making a re- 
mark to another, but it seldom goes beyond 
such subjects as the coldness or the night ; 
and this, by a curious coincidence, I always 
find to be alluded to just before I am asked 
for a tumbler of punch, as if there were a nec- 
essary connection between the two ideas. 
Sometimes a gentleman, when the bell sudden- 
ly rings for seats, and he only begun with his 
cup of coffee and biscuit, will allow a naughty 
expression to escape him. Beyond this, man- 
kind are a taciturn, stupid set; for though I 
hear of speeches, and lectures, and con versa- 


bar-maid’s point of view. 

ziones, I never hear or am present at any, 
and I can hardly believe that such things exist. 

I am, indeed, rather at a loss to understand 
how all those things that one hears of in the 
newspapers come about. We are told there 
of statesmen who conduct public aflhirs, of 
soldiers who fight gallantly for their country, 
of great poets and novelists who charm their 
fellow-creatures, and of philosophers and di- 
vines who instruct them. A few will lay 
their heads together, and raise a Crystal 
Palace. Some will combine, and throw & 
tubular bridge across a strait of the sea. 
These things are a complete mystery to me, 
for I see nothing of mankind but coarse eat- 
ing and drinking, and most undignified run- 
nings off when the bell rings. There must 
surely bo another mankind who do all the fine 
things. 

One detestable thing about the mankind 
that comes under my observation, is their 
gluttony. Every two or three hours they 
rush in, demanding new refreshments, and 
eating them with as much voracity as if they 
had not seen victuals for a week. They eat 
eight times a day on our line, and the last 
train is always the hungriest, besides taking 
the most drink. It is a perfect weariness 
to me, this constant feed — feed — feeding. 
What with the quantity they eat, and what 
with the haste of the eating, we must send 
out hundreds of indigestions from our rooms 
every day. 

On account of these shocking habits on the 
part of mankind, I have for some time past 
entertained a great contempt for them, inso- 
much, that I almost wish to see them scald 
themselves with my cups of tea, and choke 
upon my pies. For me to think of marrying 
any specimen of so coarse a crew, is entirely 
out of the question ; so it is quite as well 
that Tom Collard,the guard, left me for Betsy 
last summer, and that, as vet, no other fol- 
lower has come forward. It will be best for 
them all to keep their distance — so assures 
them their obedient, humble servant, 

Sophia Tankard. 


The Principles of Mechanical Philosophy r 
applied to Industrial Mechanics ; forming a 
Sequel to the Author's “ Bxereises on Mechanics 
and Natural Philosophy.* * By Thomas Tate, 
F. R. A. S., of Kneller’s Training College, Twick- 
enham, &c. 

The object of this work is to remove an evil 
pointed out by Professor Moseley in his Report 
on the Hydraulic Machines of the Great Exhibi- 
tion — the frequent sacrifice of capital and of 
much meohanioal ingenuity, in English machine- 
ry as compared with French, from the want of a 
knowledge of mechanical laws. Mr. Tate enun- 
ciates the principles of his subject, and illustrates 
them by means of exercises, conducted for the 
most part “ on algebraical and mathematical 
principles.” — Spectator . 
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HUMAN HAIR.- 


' ‘ Tram the Quarterly Rcyfeir. 

1. Diseases of the Human Hair. From the 

French of M. Cazenave, Physician to 
the Hospital of St. Louis, Paris ; with 
a Description of an Apparatus for 
Fumigating the Scalp. By T. H. 
Burgess, M. D. 1851. 

2. Hygiene Complete des Chcveux et de la 

Barbe : Baste sur ies ricentes decou- 
vertes physiolo piques et midicalcs, in- 
dignant les meilleures formules pour con- 
server la chevelure , arreter la chute , re- 
tarder le grisonnement , rkginerer , les 
cheveux perdus depuis long-temps , et 
combatlre enfin toutes les affections du 
cuir chevelu. Par A. Debay. Paris, 
1851. 

Since the world began hair has been an 
universal vanity. Our young reader will 
doubtless confess that, as his name is tossed 
up from landing to landing by imposing flun- 
kies, he passes his hands carefully through 
his curls to give them the last flowing touch 
ere he enters the ball-room — while Mr. Lay- 
mrd, from out the royal palace buried by the 
sand-storms of thousands of years, has shown 
us what thorough “prigs ” were the remote 
Assyrians in the arrangement of their locks 
and beards. What applies to the male sex 
does so with donble force to the women ; and 
we have not the slightest doubt that Alcibi- 
ades fumed at the waste of many a half-hour 
whilst his mistress was “ putting her hair 
tidy,” or arranging the golden grasshopper . 
Not only as a means of ornament has the 
hair been seized upon by all classes and gene- 
rations of our kind, but it has been converted 
into an index, os it were, of their religious 
and social opinions. The difference between 
the freeman and the slave was of old indicated 
by the length of the hair. In later times 
we all know how the Puritan rejoiced in a 
“ polled ” head, whilst the Cavalier flaunted 
about in exuberant curls ; so at the present 
momont no tub-thumper would venture to ad- 
dress his “ dearly beloved brethren ” without 
having previously plastered his hair into pen- 
dant candle-ends. The feet of its being the only 
part of the body a man can Bhape and carve 
according to his fancy is sufficient to account 
for the constancy with which he has adopted 
It as his ensign of party and doctrine, and 
also for the multitudinous modes in which he 
has worn it. Leaving this part of the sub- 
ject for a time, however, we will briefly con- 
sider those characteristics of hair which, 
taken broadly, art cannot modify nor fashion 
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hide. Briefly, we say, and very imperfectly 

— for hair in an ethnological point of view 
is itself a very wide subject, and its adequate 
treatment would require a far longer paper 
than we at present contemplate. 

Dr. Prichard, in his laborious work on the 
different races of mankind, apportions to the 
melanic or dark-haired the greater portion of 
the habitable globe. Europe is the chief seat 
of the xantho-comic or light-haired races ; 
indeed they seem to be almost confined to its 
limits, and within those limits to be cooped 
up in certain degrees of north latitude. 

From Norway and Sweden, following their 
sea-kings, the hardy fair-haired races poured 
their piratical hordes down the great over- 
hanging peninsula, and as if from some yard- 
arm thronged and dropped, boarding the great 
European ship, whose more immediate defend- 
ers fled in consternation before them. In this 
manner nearly the whole of North Germany 
received its prevailing population, and Britain 
in her turn saw her primitive black-haired 
Celts and Cymri driven into the moun- 
tains of Scotland and Wales. The subse- 
quent seizures and settlements made by the 
Danes on our eastern coast did not m any 
way interfere with the flood of fair-haired 
people in possession, as they were of the 
same blond type ; and the Norman invasion 

— in whatever proportion actually dark — 
would, in point of aggregate numbers, have 
been far too limited to affect it. The indige- 
nous tribes, on the whole, seem to have been 
about as completely eaten out by the fierce 
fair-haired men of the North, whenever they 
came in contact, as were the small black rats, 
once common to our island and some portions 
of the continent, by the more powerful gray 
rodent of Norway. 

The chief features of the ethnological map 
of Europe were settled before the tenth cen- 
tury, and, especially as regards the disposition 
of the dark and light-haired races, it remains 
in the mass pretty much the same as then. 
Nevertheless, certain intermixtures have been 
at work shading off the original differences. 
At the present moment the fairest-haired in- 
habitants of the earth are to be found north 
of the parallel 48 ; this line cuts off England, 
Belgium, the whole of Northern Germany, 
and a great portion of Russia. Between the 
parallels 48 and 45 there seems to be a de- 
bateable land of dark brown hair, which in- 
cludes northern France, Switzerland, and part 
| of Piedmont, passes through Bohemia and 
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Austria Proper, and touches the Georgian and 
Circassian provinces of the Czar’s empire. 
Below this line again, Spain, Naples, and 
Turkey, forming the southern extremity of 
the map, exhibit the genuine dark-haired 
races. So that, in fact, taking Europe broad- 
ly from north to south, its peoples present in 
fie color of their hair a perfect gradation — 
the light flaxen of the colder latitudes deep- 
ening by imperceptible degrees into the blue- 
black off the Mediterranean shores. To this 
regular gradation, however, there are some 
obvious exceptions. We have already noticed 
the dark tribes lingering within our own 
island — the same is true as to the Celtic 
majority of the Irish ; and even the Nor- 
mans, as we now see them, are decidely ranked 
among the black-haired. On the other 
hand, Venice, which is almost southern in 
latitude, has always been famous fbr the 
golden beauty of its hair, beloved so of Titian 
and his school. These isolated cases, how- 
ever, only prove the rule that race mainly 
determines, among other ethnological peculi- 
arities, the color and texture of the hair. If 
latitude or temperature affected it materially, 
Taffy, Paddy, and Donald would by this time 
have been toned down pretty decently to the 
prevailing fair-headed type ; if even there 
had been much mixture of the Celt with the 
Saxon, we should not see the former breed 
marked out by such a lump of darkness 
amidst the generally fair portion of the Euro- 
pean map. 

The effect of the admixture of races is 
evidenced very strongly, we think, by compar- 
ing the inhabitants of the great capitals with 
the populations of their respective countries. 
London, the centre of the world, is neither 
fair nor dark-haired, but contains within itself 
aU shades of color. Even so the Parisian no 
more represents the black-haired Norman or 
swart Breton than our oockney does the pure 
Saxon of the southern and western counties. 
Vienna is another example. What went on 
rapidly in such dries as these, has been pro- 
gressing more slowly in those countries which 
form the highways of nations. Thus the 
brown hair of middle Europe is the neutral 
tint, which has naturally resulted from the 
admixture of the flaxen-haired races of the 
north with the old southern population. 

If we open a wider map we only receive 
ampler proof that race alone determines the 
color of the hair. Thus, taking the partdlel 
of 51 north, and following it as it runs like a 


necklace round the world, we find a doaen 
nations threaded upon it like so many parti- 
colored beads. The European portion of the 
necklace is light-haired — whereas the Tar- 
tars, northern Mongols, and aboriginal 
American Indians have black straight hair — 
and Canada breaks the chain once more with 
the blond tresses of the Saxon. 

That climate and food have some effect in 
modifying race, and with it hair as one of its 
most prominent signs, we do not deny ; but 
these disturbing causes must act through a 
very long period of time to produce any marked 
effect, and certainly within the historical 
period we have no proof of a dark-haired 
people having become light, or vice versa of 
flowing hair changing into woolly locks-* 
Tom Moore’s capital joke about tho Irish nig- 
gers notwithstanding. 

Having said that race determines the color 
and quality of the hair, we have said nearly 
all that ethnology teaches upon the subject. 
An examination of its structure shows that 
the difference of the color is entirely owing to 
the tinct of the fluid, which fills the hollow 
tube in each hair. This tinct or pigment 
shows through the cortical substance in the 
same manner that it does through the epider- 
mis of a negro. Hair is in fact but a modi- 
fication of the skin. The same might be 
said of feathers, horns and scales. Not im- 
probably the distinguished lady now honoring 
these pages with her attention, will be shocked 
at hearing that her satin-soft shoulder is 
almost ohemically identical with the plated 
and roughened mail of the crocodile — and 
she will hardly perhaps believe us when we 
inform her that her bird, when he sets right 
some erring feather with his beak, is acting 
with the same chemically composed instru- 
ment upon the same chemically composed 
material as Mademoiselle does when she dis- 
entangles with a comb her charming mis- 
tress’ softly-flowing tresses. The fond lover 
again, as he kisses some treasured lock, will 
doubtless be disgusted when we tell him, that, 
apart from the sentiment, he might as well 
impress his fervent lips upon a pig’s petti toe, 
or even upon the famous Knob Kerry, made 
out of the horn of a rhinoceros, carried by 
the king of hunters, Mr. Roualleyn Gordon 
Cumming. 

The hair, anatomically considered, is com- 
posed of three parts — the follicle or tubular 
I depression in the skin into which the hair is 
I inserted — the bulb or root of the hair — and 
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the stalk or cortical part filled with pigment. 
A single hair, with its follicle, might be 
roughly likened to a hyacinth growing from a 
glass — with this difference that the hair is 
supplied with nutriment exclusively horn 
below. The bulb, which rests upon the retic- 
ulated bed of capillary vessels of the cutis 
and sub-cutaneous tissue, draws its pigment 
cells or coloring matter directly from the 
blood — in like manner, the horny sheath is 
secreted directly from the capillaries — so 
that, unlike the hyacinth-plant ; it grows at 
its root instead of at its free extremity. A 
hair is not, as it appears, a smooth cylindri- 
cal tube like a quill ; on the contrary, it is 
made up of a vast number of little horny 
l&minas ; — or our reader might realize its 
structure to herself by placing a number of 
thimbles one within the other — and, as she 
adds to this column by supplying fresh thim- 
bles below , she might get a good notion of the 
manner in which each hair grows, and will 
see that its oldest portion must be its free 
extremity. 

The pigment cells have been scrutinized by 
Liebig, who finds a considerable difference in 
their constitution according to their color. 
His results may be thus tabularized : — 


Fair Hair. Brown Hair. Black Hair. 


Carbon . . 49*846 60*622 

Hydrogen . 6*676 6*618 

Nitrogen . 17*986 17*986 

Oxygen and sulph. 26*148 24*829 


49*986 

6*681 

17*986 

26*498 


Prom this analysis it would appear that the 
beautiful golden hair owes its brightness to an 
excess of sulphur and oxygen with a defi- 
ciency of carbon, whilst black hair owes its 
jetty aspect to an excess of carbon and a de- 
ficiency of sulphur and oxygen. Vauquelin 
traces an oxide of iron in the latter, and also 
in red hair. The coloring matter, however, 
forms but one portion of the difference exist- 
ing between the soft, luxuriant tangles of the 
Saxon girl and the coarse blue-black locks of 
the North American squaw. The size and 
quality of each hair, and the manner in 
which it is planted, tell powerfully in deter- 
mining the line between the two races. 

Another eminent German has undergone 
the enormous labor of counting the number 
of hairs in heads of four different colors. In 
a blond one he found 140,400 hairs ; in a 
brown, 109,440 ; in a black, 102,962 ; and 
in a red one, 88,740. What the red and 
black heads wanted in number of hairs, was 
made up, however, in the greater bulk of the 


hairs individually ; and, in all probability, 
the scalps were pretty equal in weight. It 
is to the fineness and multiplicity of hairs that 
blond tresses owe the rich and silk-like char- 
acter of their flow — a circumstance which 
artists have so loved to dwell upon. 

Shakspeare especially seems to have de- 
lighted in golden hair. “ Her sunny locks 
hung on her temples like the golden fleece ” 
— so Bassanio describes Portia in the Mer- 
chant of Venice. Again, in the two Gentle- 
men of Verona, Julia says of Sylvia and her- 
self — “ Her hair is auburn — mine is perfect 
yellow.” Twenty other passages will sug- 
gest themselves to every reader. Black hair 
he only mentions twice throughout his entire 
plays, clearly showing that he imagined light 
hair to be the peculiar attribute of soft and 
delicate women. A similar partiality for this 
color, touched with the sun, runs, however, 
through the great majority of the poets — 
old Homer himself for one ; — and the best 
painters have seized, with the same instinct, 
upon golden tresses. A walk through any 
gallery of old masters will instantly settle 
this point. There is not a single female head 
in the National Gallery — beginning with 
those glorious “ Studies of Heads,” the high- 
est ideal of female beauty by such an idealist 
as Correggio, and ending with the full-blown 
blondes of the prodigal Rubens : there is not 
a single black-haired female head among 
them. 

One is struck, in passing along the streets, 
by the ouriosities one sees in those armories 
of Venus, the hairdressers’ windows. Whence 
come those magnificent head-dresses which the 
waxen dummies slowly display as they 
revolve ? From what source issue those pen- 
dant tresses gleaming in the background, with 
which the blooming belle, aptly entangling 
their snaky coil with her own, tempts our 
eligible Adams ? Who are they that denude 
themselves of coal-black locks, that she who 
can afford a price may shore up her tottering 
beauty ? Alas ! free-trading England, even 
for her hair, has to depend upon the foreign- 
er. Among the many curious occupations of 
the metropolis is that of the human-hair, 
merchant. Of these there are many, and 
they import between them upwards of five 
tons annually. Black hair comes mainly from 
Brittany and the South of France, where it 
is collected principally by one adventurous 
virtuoso, who travels from fair to fair, and 
buys up and shears the crops of the neighboring 
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damsels. Mr. Francis Trollope, in his Sum- 
mer in Brittany, gives a lively description of 
the manner in which the young girls of the 
country bring this singular commodity to 
market, as regularly as peas or cabbages. 
Staring his fill at a fair in Oollen£e, he says — 

What surprised me more than all, by the sin- 
gularity and novelty of the thing, were the oper- 
ations of the dealers in hair. In various parts 
of the motley crowd there were three or four dif- 
ferent purchasers of this commodity, who travel 
the country for the purpose of attending the fairs 
and buying the tresses of the peasant girls. They 
have particularly fine hair, and frequently in 
the greatest abundance. I should have thought 
that female vanity would have effectually pre- 
vented such a traffic as this being carried to any 
extent But there seemed to be no difficulty in 
finding possessors of beautiful heads of hair per- 
fectly willing to sell. We saw several girls 
sheared, one after the other, like sh$ep, and as 
many more standing ready for the shears, with 
their caps in their hands, and their long hair 
combed out, and hanging down to their waists. 
Borne cf the operators were men, and some 
women. By the side of the dealer was placed a 
large basket, into which every successive crop 
of hair, tied up into a wisp by itself, was 
thrown. No doubt the reason of the indifference 
to their tresses, on the part of the fair Bretonnes, 
is to be found in the invariable “ mode'* which 
covers every head, from childhood upwards, with 
close oaps, which entirely prevents any part 
cf the hair from being seen, and of course as 
totally conceals the want of it The money given 
for the hair is about 20 sous, or else a gaudy 
cotton handkerchief — they net immense profits 
ty their trips through the country. 

This hair is the finest and most silken black 
hair that can be procured. Light hair all 
comes from Germany, where it is collected by 
a company of Dutch Farmers , who come over 
for orders onco a year. It would appear that 
either the fashion or the necessity of England 
has, within a recent period, completely altered 
the relative demands from the two countries. 
Forty years ago, according to one of the first 
in the trade, the light German hair alone was 
called tor. and he almost raved about a pe- 
culiar g >Lden tint which was supremely prized, 
and whbh his father used to keep very close, 
only producing it to favorite customers, in the 
same manner that our august sherry-lord, or 
hock-herr spores to jparticular friends — or 
now and toon, it is said, to influential literary 
characters — x tew magnums of some rare 
and renownod vintage. This treasured arti- 
cle he sold at 6.u on ounce — nearly double 
the price of si.ver Now all this has passed 
away — and the dam anodes of brown from 
France are oh nuy called for. Our informant, 
venturing boldly into a subject wherewith 
ethnologists fear to tackle, delivers it as his 
opinion that the color of the hair of English 
people has changed within the lost half-cen- 


tury, and that the great intercourse since the 
war with southern nations has deepened by 
many tints the predominating Saxon blond ot 
our forefathers. The same intelligent promp- 
ter assured us that any one accustomed to 
deal in hair could tell by smell alone the dif- 
ference between German and French hair — 
nay, that he himself “ when his nose was in” 
could discriminate between Irish, Scotch, 
Welsh, and English hair! The destination 
of the imported article is of course principally 
the boudoirs of our fashionable world, and the 
glossy ringlets which the poor peasant girl of 
Tours parted with for a few sous, as a nest- 
egg towards her dowry, have doubtless aided 
in procuring “ a suitable helpmate” for some 
blue spinster or fast Dowager of Mayfair. . 
Wigs of course absorb some portion of the 
spoil — and a cruel suspicion rises in our mind 
that the Comical artists of this our Babylon 
do not confine themselves to the treasured 
relics intrusted to their care, but that many 
a sorrowing relative kisses without suspicion 
mementoes eked out from hair that grew not 
upon the head of the beloved one. 

The pure whiteness of the hair in Albinos 
is owing to the perfect absence of pigment 

— an absence which extends itself to the 
choroid coat of the eye and also to the iris. 
This condition of non-development, which 
amounts to a physical defect in man, seems 
to be the normal condition of many animals 

— such as white bears, white mice, white 
rabbits, and white weasels — in which the 
pink eye denotes a total lack of coloring mat- 
ter ; whilst while feathers and hairs are very 
common among birds and animals, and in 
many of them indeed this color — or rather 
negative of color — is constant. 

The gray hair of age and debility in the 
human subject results, it is supposed, from a 
withdrawal of the pigment cells. We feel 
that we are now touching upon a part of our 
subject that becomes personal to not a few of 
our most respected readers. Many a viveur 
who has taken no note of time is suddenly 
startled by the discovery, as he shaves, of a 
few gray hairs — “ pursuivants of Death” — 
and he eradicates the tell-tales with anything 
hut an agreeable sensation. Our Parisian 
friends, who seem to bo profoundly afflicted 
at the appearance of the first snows of age, 
have organized a diligent army of young girls 
to war against decay, and to wrest from Time 
the fatal ensigns he plants upon our brow. 
The Salons Epilatoircs t where youth pays this 
little attention to age for an inconceivably 
small sum, usually hang out “ Plus do Chev- 
eux Gris” — and indeed of late we observe 
London advertisements beginning with 11 No 
more Gray Hairs.” White hair, however, is 
not necessarily the slow work and certain 
mark of age. Some persons become gray very 
young ; we believe that many in the prime 
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vigor of life are suddenly blanched from the 
effect of terror, or some other great mental 
disturbance. Marie Antoinette’s hair, it 
seems to be allowed, turned gray in the night 
preceding her execution. A case came lately 
under our own observation, in which a sol- 
dier, in order to escape the service, malingered 
in a hospital for three months, feigning rheu- 
matism, and such was his anxiety to keep up 
the deception (which was, however, com- 
pletely penetrated by his medical attendant) 
that he turned perfectly gray, although quite 
a young man. In these cases of emotion, it 
is supposed that the blood sends some fluid 
among. the pigment of the hair, which at once 
discharges its color. In some, though very 
rare instances, persons have been born with 
patches of white hair, and there is at present 
id the Museum of Natural History at Paris a 
portrait of a piebald negro, in which the hair 
of the head presents very much the parti-col- 
ored appearance of the wigs exposed in the 
windows, half black and white, as specimens 
of the power of the various hair-dyes. 

Women are quite as often gray as men, but 
from baldness they are almost entirely exempt. 
This is owing in a great measure to the larger 
deposit of fat in the female Bcalp, which al- 
lows of a freer circulation in the capillaries of 
the skin. Eunuchs, who possess much sub- 
cutaneous faf in this part, are never bald. 
The scalp of a bald man is singularly smooth 
and ivory-like in texture ; a fact which Chau- 
cer noticed in the Friar — “His crown it 
shon like any glass.” This denseness of tex- 
ture in the skin is owing to the destruction 
of the bulbs of the hair and the closure of the 
follicles ; any attempt to reproduce the natu- 
ral covering of the head on such surfaces will 
prove quite hopeless. From some cause or 
other, baldness seems to befall much younger 
men now than it did thirty or forty years ago. 
A very observant hatter informed us, a short 
time since, that he imagined much of it was 
owing to the common use of silk huts, which, 
from their impermeability to the air, keep the 
(ead at a much higher temperature than the 
old beaver structures ; which , he also informed 
us. Went oat principally because we had used 
nU all the beavers m the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany’s territories. The adoption of suk hats 
has. however, given them time, it seems, to 
replenish the breed. This fact affords a sin- 
gular instance of the influence of fashion upon 
tHe animals of a remote continent. It would 
bo more singular still if the silk-hat theory of 
bdldness has any truth in it, as it would then 
ttfrt out that we were sacrificing our own 
natural nap in order that the beaver might 
recover his. Without endorsing the specn- 
latitO opinion of oar hatter, we may, we be- 
lief, slate it as a well ascertained circum- 
sttiSOe that soldiers in helmetted regiments 
<fcctattiL LIVING AGS. VOL. I. 28 


are oftener bald than other of our heroic de- 
fenders. 

Hair, the universal vanity, has of course 
been seized upon universally by quacks — it 
has proved to them indeed the true Golden 
Fleece. Science, as though such a subject 
were beneath its attention, has left the care 
of the most beautiful ornament of the body 
in the hands of the grossest charlatans. M. 
Cazenave is the only scientific person who has 
ever treated at any length of the hair, or ha9 
shown, by the light of physiology, what art 
is capable of doing, and what it is powerless 
to do, in cases of disease and baldness. Those 
who understand how the hair is nourished 
can hut smile at the monstrous gullibility of 
the public in putting such faith in the puffs 
and extracts of the hair-reviewers. Really, 
the old joke of the power of a certainpropara- 
tion to restore the bald places in hair-trunks 
and in worn-out boos, has become a popular 
working belief. There is one fact which every 
one should know, and which would he sufii-. 
cient to rout at once all the trash with which 
people load their heads. The blood ' is the 
only Macassar of the hair, the only oil which 
can with truth be said to “ insinuate its bal- 
samic properties into the pores of the head,” 
&c. &c. Oils and pomaaes may for a time 
moisten and clog the hair, but over its growth 
or nourishment they are absolutely powerless. 
The fine network of vessels on which the 
bulbs of the hair rest is alone capable of main- 
taining its healthy existence. To a sluggish- 
ness in the capillary circulation baldness is 
mainly due ; when this sluggishness is the 
result of a general failure of the system, con- 
sequent upon age, as we have said before, no 
art will avail — the inevitable Deliah pro- 
ceeds unchallenged with her noiseless shears. 
When, on the contrary, baldness proceeds 
from any temporary cause — when the bulb 
still remains intact — slight friction with a 
rough towel or a brush, aided by some gently 
irritating pomade, is the Only course to he 
pursued. Dupuytren, who made baldness the 
subject of a chapter in his great work on Skin 
Diseases, gives the following receipt, which 
seems to us calculated to produce the. desired 
result — to promote capillary circulation, and 
a consequent secretion of the materials of 
hair-growth : — 

R. Purified beef-tallow . Syiy. 

Acetate of lead ... 5 j. 

Peruvian balsam . . 3iij. 

Alcohol 3j. 

Tinct of cantharides, 
cloves, and canella . && uxv. 

Mix. 

We do not see why internal applications 
should not be tried, and we are not at all cer- 
tain that gelatine soups and pills made of the 
ashes of burnt hair might not be effectual in 
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baldness, as those ingredients would supply 
to the blood the materials necessary for the 
production of hirsute growths. Those who 
have bad taste enough to obliterate with hair- 
dye the silvery livery of age should . at least 
keep in mind the horrible position in which 
Mr. Tittlebat Titmouse found himself, whose 
carrots were turned into a lively green ; they 
should also be informed that nitrate of silver 
is the chief ingredient of all the preparations, 
which in most cases act by entirely altering 
the cortical portion of the hair. 

Once a month, $t shortest, we of the male 
sex are, by the exigencies of fashion, obliged 
to submit our heads to the tender mercies of 
the executioner. Swathed in wrappers of 
calico, the head fixed by a neckful of torment- 
ing short hairs, a man is planted like an un- 
fortunate wicket, and bowled at by the ab- 
horred barber with pomatum-pote, essences, 
tinctures, and small talk. Our friend Punch , 
who seems to have suffered from this martyr- 
dom, recommends a very neat style of batting, 
or rather of blocking the balls, as thus — 


Scene — A. Barber* t Shop . Barber* * men en- 
gaged in cutting hair, making wigs, and 
other barbaresque operation*. 

Enter Jones, meeting Oily the barber. 

Jones. I wish my hair out. 

Oily. Pray, sir, take a . seat 

[Oily put* chair for Jones, who tit*. 
During the following dialogue Oily 
continue* cutting Jones’ hair. 

Oily. We *ve had much wet, sir. 

Jones. Very much indeed. 

Oily. And yet November’s early days were 
fine. 

Jones. They were. 

Oily. I hoped feir weather might have 

lasted us 

Until the end. 

Jones. At one time — so did I. 

Oily. But we have had it very wet 
Jones. We have. 

[A pause of some minutes. 

Oily. I know not, sir, who cut your hair last 
time ; 

But this I say, sir, it was badly cut : i 

No doubt *t was in the country. I 

Jones. No ! in town ! 

Oily. Indeed ! I should have fancied otherwise. 
Jones. ’T was cut in town — and in this very 
room. 

Oily. Amazement ! but I now remember well. 
We had an awkward new provincial hand, 

A fellow from the country. Sir, he did 
More damage to my business in a week 
Than all my skill can in a year repair. 

He must have cut your hair. 

Jones ( looking at him). No — *t was yourself 
Oily. Myself! Impossible! You must mis- 
take. 

Jones . I don’t mistake — *t was you that cut 
my hair. 

[A long pause , interrupted only by the 
clipping of the scissors. 


Oily. Your hair is very dry, sir. 

Jones. Oh! indeed. 

Oily. Our Vegetable Extract moistens it 
Jones. I like it dry. 

Oily. But, sir ! the hair whendry 

Turns quickly gray. 

Jones. That color I prefer. 

Oily. But hair, when gray, will rapidly fall 
And baldness will ensue. 

Jones. I would be bald. 

Oily. Perhaps you mean to say you ’d like a 
wig. — 

We ’ve wigs so natural they can’t be told 
From real hair. 

Jones. Deception I detest 

[Another pause ensues , during which 
Oily blows down Jones’ neck, and 
relieves him from the linen wrapper 
in which he has been enveloped dur- 
ing the process of hair-cutting. 

OUy. We ’ve brushes, soaps, and soent, of 
every kind. 

Jones. I see you have. ( Pays fid.) I think 
you 'll find that right 

Oily. If there is nothing I can show you, sir. 
Jones. No: nothing. Yet — there may be 
something, too, 

That you may show me. 

Oily. Name it, sir. 

Jones. The door. [Exit Jones. 

Oily ( to his man). That ’s a rum customer at 
any rate. 

Had I cut him as short as he out me. 

How little hair upon his head woulcrbe ! 

But if kind friends will all our pains requite, 

We 'll hope for better luck another night 

[Shop-bell rings and curtain falls. 


Touching upon the subject of applications 
for nourishing the hair, we must not omit the 
most important and imposing, though some 
people imagine perfectly apocryphal, con- 
tributors — Bears. We know Bruin has of 
late been declared a humbug, and there is but 
too prevalent an opinion abroad that he does 
not let his genuine grease flow for the benefit 
of mankind as freely as barbers would have us 
believe from the announcement we so often see 
in backstreets of “ another bear to be killed/’ 
After full inquiry, however, we find that Bruin* 
still bleeds without murmuring for an un- 
grateful public. During the winter months 
upwards of fifty bears yield up the ghost in 
this metropolis alone, and they are we find 
very regular passengers between the ports of 
St. Petersburg and London. The^ destiny of 
these creatures affords a singular instance of 
the manner in which extremes meet - the 
shaggy denizen of a Russian forest having at 
last the honor of yielding up his precious fat 
to make glossy and smooth the ringlets of an 
irresistible Puseyite. If Ursa Major could 
only know his distinguished future ! 

fn order to combat the growing scepticism 
as to “ hairdressers’ bears,” a worthy son of 
the craft in the neighborhood of St. Giles 
Church was long in the liabi-t, when he 
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slaughtered a Muscovite, of hanging him bv 
chains out of the second-floor window, with 
an inscription to the effect that customers 
bringing their own gallipots might cut the fat 
out lor themselves. 

The history of the coiffure commenced, we 
suppose, when Eve, first gazing on a brook 
(not far from the Tree), discovered the di- 
shevelled condition of her head-gear. As far 
back as we have any records of man, we find 
a more or less elaborate fashion of dressing 
the hair. As we have said before, the 
Nineveh statues and relievos show us how 
. justly the old Hebrew prophets describe and 
rebuke the dandyism of Sennacherib’s captains 
and counsellors. A modern Truefitt with all 
his skill must wonder as he gazes upon those 
exquisite plai tings, and bossings, and curlings 
which extended over the beard as well as the 
head of the Assyrian. A glimpse at the wig 
found in the temple of Isis at Thebes, and 
now, as has also been mentioned, among the 
glories of the Museum, proves that the 
Egyptians, e?0D an earlier epoch, probably, 
were most studious of their toilet. The 
Greeks, however, with their innate love of 
the beautiful, carried the arrangement of the 
hair to the highest point of artistic excellence. 
The marbles which have come down to us 
testify to this perfection, and after a lapse of 
eighteen hunared years all the nations of 
Christendom, discarding their own hideous 
devices, have returned with more or less 
scrupulousness to the models so bequeathed. 
The Homan dames speedily overlaid tne simple 
beauty of the Greek mode, piled upon their 
heads imitations of castles ana crowns, hoisted 
their hair in intricate wreaths, and knotted it 
with a tiresome elaborateness. The men gen- 
erally showed better taste and continued to 
sport sharp crisp locks after the manner of 
“the curled Antony,” sometimes with the 
addition of the beard, sometimes without it. 
By and by, however, among other signs of 
decadence, the simple male coiffure was 
thrown aside for more luxurious fashions, and 
the Emperor Comroodus for one is said to have 
powdeml his hair with gold. 

Outside of Rome, long hair was generally 
prevalent among freemen. The slaves were 
invariably cropped, and Caesar relates that he 
always ordered the populations of the prov- 
inces he had conquered to shave off their hair 
as a sign of their subjection. In the decline 
of the empire, when any of these provinces 
revolted, tne insurgent captains directed the 
masses to wear their hair long again, as a 
tignal of recovered freedom. Thus the hair- 
eropsof whole countries were alternately mown 
ana allowed to grow like so many fielcfe at the 
command of the husbandman — the most im- 
portant of facts political being indicated — 
4 we despise the vile imputation of a pun) — 
if the state of the poll. Long hair, during 
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the dark ages, was very much respected ; and 
at the beginning of the French monarchy the 
people chose their kings by the length of their 
locks. In our own island it was equally 
esteemed; and so far from its being con- 
sidered a mark of effeminacy to carefully 
tend it, we are told that the Danish officers 
who were quartered upon the English in the 
reign of Ethelred the Unready won the hearts 
of tne ladies by the length and beauty of their 
hair, which they combed at least once a-day. 
The clergy seem to have been the only class 
of men who wore the hair short, and this they, 
did as a kind of mortification. Not content 
with exercising this virtue themselves, how- 
ever, they attempted to impose it upon the 
laity. Thus St. Anselm fulminated orders 
against long hair, both in England and France. 
There was a kind of hair which received the 
honor of a special canon denouncing it. This 
hair, crisped by art, was styled by them the 
malice of the Devil. The following represents 
— in modernized form, of course — the terms 
in which the French bishops anathematized 
it : — 

Prenant un soin patemel de punir, autant 
qu’il est a propos, ceux qui portent des cheveux 
frises et boucles par artifice, pour faire tomber 
dans le pilge les person nee qui les voient, nous 
les exhortons et leur enjoignons de vivre plus 
modestement, en sorte qu’on no remarque plus 
en eux aucuns restes de la malice du diable . Si 
quelqn’un peche oontre oe canon, qu’il soit ex* 
communie 1 

Indeed, so many and such complicated and 
contradictory ordinances wero issued by like 
authority about the seventh and eighth cen- 
turies, that some wag suggested that the 
young fellows should continue to wear their 
hair long until the church had settled what 
short hair really was. In England the clergy 
did not confine themselves merely to denounc- 
ing the flowing tresses of the nobility ; im- 
pregnated with the practical turn of mind of 
the country, they acted as well as talked. 
Thus Serlo, a Norman prelate, preaching 
before Henry II. and his court, brought the 
whole party to such a .state of repentance 
respecting the profligate length of their locks, 
that they consented to give them up, where-- 
upon the crafty churchman pulled a pair oCT 
shears out of his sleeve, and secured. h‘i* 
victory by clearing the royal head in a 
twinkling. Such occasional results of pio-ns 
impulse were, however, of little avail ; on 
whole, the abomination remained through but 
the early reigns of both France and Engl and 
quite triumphant. In Richard H.’s time the 
men as well as the women confined the hair 
over the brow with a fillet. What the clc*xgy, 
with all their threats of excommunicaffioixand 
promises of paradise, could not effect in. a 
series of ages, was at last brought abosit ’65 an 
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accident. Francis I., haring been wounded 
in the head at a tournament, was obliged to 
hare his hair cropped, whereupon the whole 
of fashionable France gave up their locks out 
of compliment to the sovereign. In the His- 
tory of England, illustrated with woodouts of 
the kings’ heads, which we hare all of us 
thumbed over so at school, the sudden and 
complete change in the method of wearing the 
hair between the installation of the Tudor 
dynasty and the meridian of bluff King Hal 
must be well remembered. The portraits of 
the latter period by Holbein are, however, the 
best of illustrations. The women, as well as 
the men, appear almost totally deprived of 
hair, and we cannot help thinking tnafc much 
of the hard expression of features, which 
especially marks the female heads of Henry 
VIII. ’s great painter, was owing to the with- 
drawal of the softening influence of the hair. 
The close cropping of the gentlemen, on the 
other hand, gave them a virile aspect which 
especially suited with the reforming Bpirit of 
the age. As the hair shortened, the beard 
was avowed to flow. Indeed, this compensa- 
tory process has always obtained ; in no age, 
we think, have the hair and beard been 
allowed to grow long at the same time. 
Shakspeare was constantly alluding to the 
beard. In his day this term included the 
three more modern subdivisions of beard, 
moustache, and whisker — they were all then 
worn in one. “ Did he not wear a great 
round beard like a glovers paring-knife V y 
asks one of his characters, clearly alluding to 
the extent of cheek it covered. In a word, 
the period par excellence of magnifioent barbes 
comprised the end of the sixteenth and the 
beginning of the seventeenth century — and, 
as a matter of course, there was at the same 
time manifested the germ of that party which 
gave a politico-religious character to the hair 
of the revolutionary epoch. The Cavaliers 
began to restore long locks early in the reign 
of Charles I.; the Puritans, so far from adopt- 
ing the fashion, polled even closer than before, 
and at last came to rejoice in the cognomen of 
Roundheads. Between these two grand ex- 
tremes, however, there were innumerable 
other fashions of wearing the hair, the minor 
ensigns, we suppose, of trimming sectaries. 
Dr. Hall, who published a little work in 1643, 
“On the Loathsomnesse of Long Hair,” ex- 
claims — 


How strangely do men cut their hairs — some 
fill before, some all behind, some long round 
about, their crownes being out short like oootes 
or popish priests and friars ; some have long 
looks at their e&res, as if they had foure eares, 
or were prideeared ; some have a little long lock 
onely before, hanging downe to their noses, like 
the t&ile of a weasall ; every man being made a 
fade at the barber’s pleasure, or making a foole 


of the barber for having to make him SUch a 
foole. 

The virulence with which the Puritans de- 
nounced long hair even exceeded that of the 
priests of old. Diseases of the hair were lug- 
ged in as evidences of the divine displeasure ; 
for example, the worthy divine we have just 
been quoting talks of plica polonica as un- 
questionably resulting from the wickedness 
of the times. There is a cat afflicted with 
this singular hair-disease in the Museum of 
the College of Surgeons, so we suppose that 
race at the present time are living profligate 
lives! What say s Professor Owen? •• 

With the renewed triumph of long hair 
the beard gradually shrank up ; first assuming 
a forked appearance, then dwindling to a poak, 
and ultimately vanishing altogether. The 
female coiflure of the Stuart period was pecu- 
liarly pleasing : clustering glossy curls, which 
were sometimes made soft and semi-transpa- 
*rent by a peculiar friz, gave life and move- 
ment to the face ; whilst a pretty arrange- 
ment of loops hung like a fringe across the 
forehead, and added a great air of quaintness 
to the whole expression. 

But how shall we approach with sufficient 
awe the solemn epoch of perukes ! It is true 
we have sufficient evidence that the Egypt of 
Pharaoh was not ignorant of the w'ig — the 
very corpus delicti is familiar to our eyes — 
and many busts and statues in the Vatican 
have actually marble wigs at this hour upon 
them — clearly indicating the same fact in the 
day 8 of imperial Romo. But, apart from these 
very ancient matters, which are comparatively 
new disooveries, hitherto our attention has 
been claimed by the simple manipulations of 
the barber; we now enter upon a period 
when the dressing of hair rises into a real 
science, and the perruquier with a majestic 
bearing takes the dignity of a professor. To 
France , of course, we owe the rei'nvention 
and complete adoption of a head-dress which 
sacrificed the beauty of nature to the delica- 
cies of art. The epidemic broke out in the 
reign of Louis XIU. This prince never from 
his childhood cropped his hair, and the peruke 
was invented to enable those to whom nature 
had not been so bountiful iu the item of flow- 
ing locks to keep themselves in the mode 
brought in by their royal master. In Eng- 
land the introduction of these portentous head- 
dresses is well marked in Pepys’ Diary. Un- 
der date November 3, 1663, ne says — 

Home, and by and bye comes Chapman, the 
pemwigg-maker, and upon my liking it (the 
wig), without more ado I went up, and then he 
cut off my haire, which went a little to my heart 
at present to part with it ; but it being over, and 
my perriwigg on, I paid him 3 and away went 
he with my own h&ire to make up another of ; 
and I by and bye went abroad, after I had caused 
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all my maids to look upon it, and they ooncluded 
it do become me, though Jane was mightily 
troubled for my parting with my own hair, and 
so was Besse. 

• November 8, 1 663. Lord’s Day. — To church, 
where I found that my coming in a perriwigg 
did not prove so strange as I was afr&id it would, 
for I thought that all the church would presently 
have cast their eyes upon me, but I find no such 
things. 

From this last extract it would appear, that 
in the beginning the peruke, made as it was 
from the natural hair, was not very different 
from the Cavalier mode. The imagination of 
France speedily improved, however, upon poor 
old Dame Nature. Under Louis XIV. the size 
to which perukes bad grown was such, that 
the face appeared only as a small pimple in the 
midst of a vast sea of hair. The great archi- 
tect of this triumphant age of perukes was 
one Binette, an artist of such note and conse- 
quence that wittwut him the king and all his 
courtiers were nothing. His equipage and 
running footmen were seen at every door, and 
he might have adopted without much assump- 
tion the celebrated mot of his royal master 
— Vitat c'est mot. The clergy, physicians, 
and lawyers speedily adopted the peruke, as 
they imagined it gave an imposing air to the 
countenance, and so indeed it must be con- 
fessed it did. One can never look at the por- 
traits of the old bishops and judges dressed in 
the full-bottomed flowing peruke without a 
.sort of conviction that the originals must have 
been a deal more profound and learned than 
those of our own cloee-croppad age. So im- 
pressed was the Grand Monarque with the 
majestic character it lent to the face, that he 
never appeared without his peruke before his 
attendants, and it was the necessity, perhaps, 
of taking it off at the latest moment of the 
toilet, that caused him to say that no man 
was a hero to his valet de ohambre. This 
mode grew so universal that children were 
made to submit to it, and all Nature seemed 
bewigged. The multiplicity of sizes and forms 
became so numerous that it was found neces- 
sary to frame a new technical vocabulary, 
now in parts obscure enough even for the 
most erudite. Thus there were “perruques 
grandes et petites — en folio, en quarto, en 
trente-deux — perruques rondes, carries, pota- 
toes ; perruques k boudins, k papillons, k deux 
Ot trois marteaux,” Ac. &c. 

For a long time after this invention the 
head-dress retained the natural color of the 
hair, but in 1714 it became the fashion to 
have wigs bleached ; the prooess, however, 
was ineffectual, and they speedily turned an 
Sflhen gray; to remedy which defect hair- 
powder was invoked — another wondrous de- 
vice which speedily spread from the source 
and centre of civilization over the rest of 
Jafope, 
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The natural vanity of the fair sex straggled 
with more or less success against the loss of 
their own hair, but they managed to friz and 
build this up with such piles of lace and 
ribbons that it at lengh excelled the male 
peruke. In 1760, when they had reached a 
truly monstrous altitude, one Legros had the 
extraordinary impudence to hint that the 
things was getting beyond a joke, and pro- 
posed a return to tne“ coiffure k la Grecque.” 

1 For a moment the fair mob of fashion listened, 
and the hairdressers trembled, for well they 
knew that, if the women hesitated, the mode, 
like their virtue, would be lost. Accordingly 
they combined with immense force against 
Legros, instituted a lawsuit, and speedily 
crushed him. This momentary blight re- 
moved, the female he&d-dreBs sprang up still 
more madly than before, and assumed an ab- 
struseness of construction hitherto unex- 
ampled. The author of the “ Secret Memoirs” 
relates that Queen Marie Antoinette herself 
invented a coiffure which represented all the 
refinements of landscape gardening — “ des 
oolltaes, des prairies ImailTles, des ruisseaux 
argentine et des torrents 4cumeux, des jardins 
synfotriques, et des pares Anglais.” From 
the altitude of the head-dresses in 1778 it 
was found that they intercepted the view of 
spectators in the rear of them at the Opera, 
and the director was obliged to refuse admit- 
tance to the amphitheatre to those persons 
who wore such immoderate coiffures — a pro- 
ceeding which reminds us of the joke of <tack 
Reeve, who, whilst manager of the Adel phi, 
posted a notice that, in consequence of the 
crowded state of the house, gentlemen fre- 
quenting the pit most shave off their whiskers ! 
Such was the art expended on these tremen- 
dous head-dresses, and snch a detail required 
in their different stages, that ladies of quality 
were often under the hands of the artiste the 
entire day. Thus, when they had to attend 
entertainments on succeeding evenings, they 
were forced to sleep in arm-chairs, for fear 
of endangering the finish of the coiffure ! 

The female head-dress, having now arriYod 
at its most Alpine elevation, suddenly toppled 
over and fell, by the mere accident or the 
queen’s hair coining off during her accouche- 
ment. The court, out of compliment to her 
majesty, wore the hair d P enfant; others 
followed, and the fashion was at an end. 
And it was well it was so. It required all the 
art of our own Sir Joshua to bring this strange 
mode within the sphere of pictorial art. 
And yet in real life the white powder was not 
without its merit. It brought out the color 
of the oheeks, and added brilliancy to the 
eyes ; in short, it was treating the face like a 
water-colored landscape, mounting it on on 
ocean of white, which brought out by contract 
all its natural force and e fleet. Few can 
have forgotten how many of our beauties 
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rained by figuring in powder at the coart 
fancy balls of a few seasons back. 

The male peruke, startled, it would appear, 
by the yehement growth of the female coiffure , 
stood still, grew gradually more calm and 
reasonable, and at last, spurning any further 
contest with its rival, resigned altogether — 
and the natural hair, powdered and gathered 
in a queue* at first long, then short, and tied 
with ribbon, became the mode — to rout which 
it required a revolution ; in ’93 it fell — to- 
gether with the monarchy of France. In the 
world of fashion here the system stood out 
till somewhat later — but our Gallo-maniac 
wbigs were early deserters, and Pitt’s tax on 
hair-powder in 1795 gave a grand advantage 
to the innovating party. Pigtails continued, 
however, to be worn by the army, and those 
of a considerable length, until 1804, when 
they were by order reduced to seven inches ; 
and at last, in 1808, another order commanded 
them to be cut pff altogether. There had, 
however, been a keen qualm in the “ parting 
spirit” of protection. The very next day 
brought a counter order : — but, to the great 
joy of the rank and file at least, it was too 
late — already the pigtails were all gone. 
The trouble given to the military by the old 
mode of powdering the hair and dressing the 
tail was immense, and it often led to the most 
ludicrous scenes. The author of the “ Cos- 
tume of the British Soldier” relates that on 
one occasion, in a glorious dependency of 
ours, a field-day being ordered, and there not 
being sufficient barbers in the garrison to at- 
tend all the officers in the morning, the 
juniors must needs have iheir heads dressed 
over night, and, to preserve their artistic ar- 
rangement, pomatumed, powdered, curled, 
and clubbed, these poor wretches were'foroed 
to sleep os well as they could on their faces ! 
Such was the rigidity with which certain 
modes were enforced in the army about this 
period that there was kept in the adjutant’s 
office of each .regiment a pattern of the correct 
curls, to which the barber could refer. 

# For many years every trace of powder and 
pigtail has disappeared from the parade as 
well as the saloon — and footmen ore now the 
only persons who use a mode which once set 
off the aristocratic aspect of our Seymours 
and Ilamiltons. The horsehair court-wigs of 
the judges seem to be recollections of the 
white perukes of the early Georgian era, but 
they are far more massive and precise than 
the old flowing head-dresses — their exact 
little curls and sternly cut brow-lines making 
theni' fit emblems of the unbending, uncom- 
promising spirit of the modem bench. Only 
thirty years ago, it must be remembered, the 
tagesofthelaw, even in ordinary society, sport- 
ed a peculiar and marking head-gear ; or rather 
there were two varieties in constant use, one 
•brief and brown for the morning, the other 


white, pretty ample, and terminating in pig- 
tail, for the Lord Mayor’s Feast or Bloomsbury 
Drum. The epoch of Reform witnessed ai 
once the abandonment of Bloomsbury and the 
final abolition of these judicial ensigns. The 
last adherent was, we believe, the excellent 
Mr. Justice James Alan Park — latterly dis- 
tinguished accordingly as Bushy Park. The 
neral disappearance of the episcopal peruke 
fell at the same era of change and alarm — 
being warned to set their house in order, they 
lost no time in dealing with their heads. At 
this day hardly one wig ever is visible even in 
the House of Lords ; and we must say we 
doubt whether most of the right reverend 
fathers have gained in weight of aspect by 
this oomplete revolution. It has, of course, 
extended over all the inferior dignitaries of the 
clerical order. With the exception of one 
most venerable relic which has often nodded 
in opposition to Dr. Parr’s we 

do not suppose there remains one Head , with 
a wig, on the banks of either Cam or Isis. 
Yet people question the capacity or resolution 
for internal reforms in our academical Caputs ! 

The natural hair, after its long imprison- 
ment, seemed for a moment to have run wild. 
The portraits of the beginning of the century, 
and even down to the time of Lawrence’s su- 
premacy, show the hair falling thickly upon 
the brow, and flowing, especially in the young, 
over the shoulders. Who can ever forget, that 
has once seen it, the portrait of voung Lindley 
in the Dulwich Gallery by Sir Thomas — that 
noble and sod-looking brow, so softly shaded 
with luxuriant curls ! At the present moment 
almost every lady one meets has her hair ar- 
ranged in “ bands” — nothing but bands, the 
most severe and trying of all coiffures, and one 
only adapted to the most classic style of beauty. 
For the face with a downright good-natured 
pug nose, or with one that is only pleasantly rs- 
trousst, to adopt it, is quite as absurd as for an 
architect to surmount an irregular Elixabethan 
building with a Doric frieze. Every physiog- 
nomy requires its own peculiar arrangement of 
hair, and we only wonder that this great truth 
has ever been lost sight of. There is a kind of 
hair full of graoeful wayes, which in Ireland 
is called “ good-natured hair.” There is 
something quite charming in its rippling line 
across the forehead. Art has attempted to 
imitate it, but the eye immediately detects 
the imposture — it no more resembles the real 
thing than the set smile of the opera-dancer 
does the genuine play of the features from 
some pleasurable emotion of the mind. This 
buckled hair is, in short, the same as that de- 
nounced by the early churchmen under tbs 
name of the malice of the Devil , a term which it 
well deserves.* There is another kind of hair 
which is inclined to hang in slender thread- 
like locks just on the sides of the face, allow- 
ing the light and shade to fall upon the whits 
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•kin beneath with delightful effect. Painters 
particularly affect this picturesque falling of 
the hair, and it is wonderful how it softens 
the face, and gives archness to the eyes, which 
peep out as it were between their own natural 
trellis-work or jalousies. We own to a love of 
the soft glossy ringlets which dally and toy 
with the light on their airy curves, and dance 
with every motion of the body. There is some- 
thing exceedingly feminine and gentle in them, 
we think, which makes them more fitted for 
general adoption than any other style. But 
most of all to be admired for a noble, generous 
oountenance, is that compromise between the 
severe-looking “ band” and the flowing ring- 
let, in which the hair, in twisting coils of flossy 
•ilk, is allowed to fall from the forehead in a 
delicate sweep round that part of the cheek 
where it melts into the neck, and is then 
thered up into a single shell-like convolution 
hind. The Greeks were particularly fond of 
this arrangement in their sculpture, because 
it repeated the facial outline ana displayed the 
beaa to perfection. Some naturally pretty 
women, following the lead of the strong- 
minded high-templed sisterhood, are in the 
habit of sweeping their hair at a very ugly 
angle off the brow, so as to show a tower of 
forehead and, as they suppose, produce an 
overawing impression. This » a sad mistake. 
Corinna, supreme in taste as in genius and 
beauty, knows better. The Greeks threw all 
the commanding dignity into the xoQvppot — 
or bow-like ornament. We all admire this 
in the Diana of the British Museum. It was, 
however, used indifferently for both sexes — 
the Apollo Belvedere is crowned in the same 
manner. The ancients were never guilty of 
thinking a vast display of forehead beautiful 
in woman, or that it was in fact at all impos- 
ing in appearance — they invariably set the 
hair on low, and would have stared with 
horror at the atrocious practice of shaving it at 
the parting, adopted by some people to give 
height to the brow. We do not mean to lay 
down any absolute rule, however, oven in this 
particular ; the individuality which exists in 
every person's hair, as much as in their faces, 
^should be allowed to assert itself, and the 
dead level of bands should never be permitted 
to extinguish the natural difference between 
the tresses of brown Dolores — “ blue-black, 
lustrous, thick as horsehair” — and the Greek 
islanders’ hair like sea-moss, that Alciphron 
•peaks of. Least of all is such an abomina- 
tion as “ fixature” allowable for one moment 
— he must have been a bold bad man indeed, 
wbo first circulated the means of solidifying 
the soft and yielding hair of woman. 

There is much more individuality in the 
treatment of gentlemen’s hair, simply because 
most of them leave it more alone, and allow 
Nature to take her course ; nevertheless, the 
lordsof the earth, like the ladles, have to a 
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certain extent their prevailing formula, or 
rather the hairdressers have, of arranging the 
hair — to wit, one great sprawling wave across 
the forehead, with a cauliflower growth on 
either side . To this pattern the artists would , 
if they could, reduce all creation. Their opin- 
ion upon the graceful flow of the hair is to be 
found in that utmost effort of their science — 
the wig — we mean the upstart sham so 
styled. Was there ever such a hideous, arti- 
ficial, gentish-looking thing as the George- the 
Fourthian peruke — “ hall in storm, half in 
calm — patted down over the left temple, like 
a frothy cup one blows on to cool it f” - 1 - Its 
painfully white net parting, and its painfully 
tight little curls, haunt us. We sparcely ever 
see that type now in its full original horror — 
but bad is the best. It seems, at first thought, 
very odd that they cannot make a decent imi- 
tation of a head of hair. People forge old 
letters, even to the imitation of the stains of 
time and the fading of the ink ; they copy a 
flower until it will well-nigh entice a bee ; but 
who ever failed to discover a wig on the in- 
stant ? Its nasty, hard scalp-line against the 
forehead gives a positive shock to any person 
possessing nervous susceptibility. Surely 
something might be done. Nothing can ever 
be expected, however, to come cpiite up to that 
beautiful setting on of the hair whicn nature 
shows us ; for, as a writer in a former number 
of this Review says — and we may be allowed 
to add, says beautifully — because the pen is 
now well known to have been held by femi- 
nine fingers ~ 

It is the exquisite line along the roots of the 
hair — the graceful undulations of the shores of 
the head, thus given to sight, with which we are 
fascinated. Here the skin is invariably found 
finer, and the oolor tenderer, than any other part 
of the human face — like the smooth, pure sands, 
where the tide has just retired.* 

Again, art can never match even the color of 
the hair to the complexion and the tempera- 
ment of the individual. Did any one ever see 
a man with a head of hair of his own growing 
that did not suit him ? On the other hand, 
was there ever seen a wig that seemed a part 
ot the man 1 The infinite variety of Nature in 
managing the coiffure is unapproachable. One 
man’s hair she tosses up in a sea of curls ; 
another’s she smoothes down to the meekness 
of a maid’s ; a third’s she flames up, like a 
conflagration ; a fourth’s she seems to have 
crystallized, each hair thwarting and orossing 
its neighbor, like a mass of needles ; to a fifth 
she imparts that sweet and graceful flow 
which F. Grant and all other feeling painters 
do their best to copy. In oolor and texture, 
again, she is equally excellent ; each flesh* 

* See Essays by the Authoress of Letters from 
the Baltic, lately collected as Reading for the Rail. 


Digitized by <^.ooQle 



HUMAN HAIR. 


440 

tint Las its agreeing shade and character of 
hair, which if a man departs from, he disguises 
himself. What a standing protest is the 
sondjr whisker to the glossy Dlack peruke ! 
Again, how contradictory ana withered a worn 
ola face looks, whose shaggy white eyebrows 
are crowned by chestnut curling locks! It 
reminds us of a style of drawing m vogue with 
ladies some years since, in which a bright 
colored haymaker is seen at work in a cold, 
blocklead pencil landscape. 

Of the modem beard and whisker we desire 
to write respectfully. A mutton chop seems 
to have suggested the form of the substantial 
British whisker. Out of this simple design 
countless varieties of forms have arisen. How 
have they -arisen ? Can any one give an ac- 
count of his own whiskers from their birth 
upwards? To our mind there is nothing 
more mysterious than the growth of this 
manly appendage. Did any Tar-seeing youth 
deliberately design his own whisker! Was 
there ever known a hobbledehoy who saw 
“ a great future” in his silken down, and de- 
termined to train it in the way it should go ? 
We think not. British whiskers, in truth, 
have grown up like all the great institutions 
of the country, noiselessly and persistently — 
an outward expression, as the Germans would 
say, of the inner life of the people ; the gen- 
eral idea allowing of infinite variety according 
to the individuality of the wearer. Let us 
take the next half-dozen men passing by the 
window as we write. The first has nis whis- 
kers tucked into the comers of h is mouth, as 
though he were holding them up with his 
teeth. The second whisker that we descry 
has wandered into the middle of the cheek, 
and there stopped as though it did not know 
where to go to, like a youth who has ventured 
out into the middle of a ball-room with all eyes 
upon him. Yonder bunoh of bristles (No. 3) 
twists the contrary way under the owner's 
ear ; he could not for the life of him tell why 
it retrograded so. That fourth citizen with 
the vast Pacific of a face has little whiskers 
which seem to have stopped short after two 
inches of voyage, as though aghast at the 
prospect of navingto double such a Cape 
Horn of a chin. We perceive coming a tre- 
mendous pair, running over the shirt-collar in 
luxuriant profusion. Yet we see as the colonel 
or general takes Off his hat to that lady that 
he is quite bald — those whiskers are, in fact, 
nothing but a tremendous landslip from the 
veteran’s head ! 

Even in Europe, some skins seem to have 
no power of producing hair at all. Dark, 
thick-complexioned people are frequently quite 
destitute of either beard or whisker, and 
Nature now and then, as if to restore the 
balance, produces a hairy woman. A charm- 
ing example was exhibiting a short time since 
In town. The description she gives of herself 


in every particular we will not back, but hero 
it is from the printed bill : — 

The public is most respectfully informed that 
Mad. rOBTUNNE, one of the most curious phe- 
nomenons which ever appeared in Europe, has 
arrived in London, in tne person of a young 
woman, 21 years of age, whose face, which is of 
an extraordinary whiteness, is surrounded by a 
beard as black as jet, about four inches in length. 
The beard is as thick and bushy as that of any 
man. The yonng lady is a native of Geneva, in 
Switzerland, and has received a most brilliant 
education. She speaks French fluently, and will 
answer all the questions that may be addressed 
to her. Her beard, which reaches from one eye 
to the other, perfectly encircles the face, forming 
the most surprising contrast, but without im- 
pairing its beauty. Her bust is most finely 
formed, and leaves not the least doubt os to her 
sex. She will approach all the persons who may 
honor her with their presence, and give an ac- 
count of her origin and birth, and explain the 
motives which induced her to quit her countiy. 
i Everybody will also be allowed to touch her 
beard, so as to be convinced that it is perfectly 
natural 

The beard was certainly a most glorious 
specimen, and shamed any man’s that we have 
ever seen. 

Of the expression of hair — could we press 
for the nonoe a quill from Esthonia — much 
might be well and edifyingly said. The 
Greeks, with their usual subtilty in reading 
Nature, and interpreting her in their works of 
Art, have distinguished their gods by the 
variations of this excrescence. Thus the hair 
of the Phidian Jove in the Vatican, which rises 
in spouts as it were from the forehead, and 
then falls in wavy curls, is like the mane of the 
lion, most males tic and imperial in appearance. 
The crisp curls of Hercules again remind us of 
the short locks between the horns of the 
indomitable bull ; whilst the hair of Neptune 
falls down wet and dank like his own seaweed. 
The beautiful flowing locks of Apollo, full 
and free, represent perpetual youth ; and the 
gentle, vagrant, bewitching tresses of Venus 
denote most clearly her peculiar characteristics 
and claims as a divinity of Olympus. What 
gives the loose and wanton air to the portraits 
in Charles H.'s bedchamber at Hampton 
Court? Duchess and Countess sweep along 
the canvas with all the dignity that Lely ooula 
flatter them with ; but on the disordered curls 
and the forehead fringed with love-locks 
Cyprian is plainly written. Even Nell Gwyn, 
retired into the deep shade of the alcove, 
beckons us with her sweet soft redundance 
of ringlets. But too well woman knows the 
power Venus has endowed her with in this 
silken lasso : — 

Fair tresses man's imperial raoo ensnare, 

And beauty draws us with a single hair. 
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In the rougher sex the temper and disposition 
are more apparent from the set of the hair 
than in woman, because, as already observed, 
they allow it to follow more the arrangement 
of nature. Curly hair bespeaks the sanguine 
temperament, lank hair the phlegmatic. Poets 
for the most part, we believe, have had curly 
hair — though our own age has exhibited some 
notable exceptions to the rule. Physiology 
has not* yet decided upon what the curl is 
dependent, but we feel satisfied it arises from 
a flattening of one side of the hair more than 
the other. 

So well do people understand the character 
as expressed by the hair and its management, 
that it is used as a kind of index. Commer- 
cial ideas are very exact respecting it. What 
chance would a gentleman with a moustache 
have of getting a situation in a bank! Even 
too much whisker is looked upon with sus- 
picion. A clean shave is usually, as the world 
goes, expected in persons aspiring to any poet 
of serious trust. We confess that few mon- 
strosities in this line affect us more dismally 
than the combination of dandy favoris with 
the, however reduced, peruke of Brother 
Briefless or Brother Hardup. It is needless 
to add that anything like hirsute luxuriance 
about a sacerdotal physiognomy is offensive to 
every orthodox admirer of the via media — to 
all the Anglican community, it is probable, 
excepting some inveterate embroideresses of 
red and blue altar-cloths and tall curates’ 
slippers. 

From the Athenaeum. 

Ode on the Death of the Duke of Wellington. 

By Alfred Tennyson, Poet-Laureate. A 

New edition. Moxon. 

Mr. Tennyson has suffered from the severity 
of the critics in their remarks on the first 
hasty edition of his laureate lyric to the 
memory of the Great Duke and, as we 
had the means of informing our readers in 
our own view of the “ Ode’’ that it was hie 
intention to do, he has subjected his work to 
a thorough revision, and sought to make it 
paore worthy at once of himself and of his 
subject. The poem in its amended state has 
much of that finish which the writer had not 
time in the pressure of the immediate occasion 
to communicate to the original draft. In 
this issue not only are there many passages 
added of great power and beauty, but such 
minute corrections are introduced into single 
lines as amount nearly to recomposition. All 
this may seem strange to those who have been 
accustomed to look on poetry as an inspiration 
rather than an art ; but to the better instruct- 
ed it will furnish a modern instance in cor- 
roboration of the Horatian maxim, that time 
and leisure 'are essential to the production of 
a perfect poem. The comparative failure of 


Mr. Tennyson’s first sketch is, moreover, one 
of the penalties of the Laureateship. The 
mind of the free poet, who has been privileged 
to act on the pure impulse of his will, must 
need feel an inauspicious constraint when 
urged to its office by the prescription of an 
external occasion — and will be perplexed 
by the presence of a necessity which is not 
tnat of its own inspiration. The Muse is a 
spirit who will not be compelled ; and Mr. 
Tennyson has found his profit in waiting till 
she was ready to lend him her willing aid in 
the task of revision. 

It would require an extensive collation of 
passages to point out the minute corrections 
to be found in this new edition — and much 
remark and analysis touching the effect of 
diction on the mind to measure their precise 
propriety ; — but the reader who has no wish 
to be too metaphysical may practically put 
himself into the way of judging of the matter 
by re-perusing the poem in its present shape, 
and consciously remarking the different im- 
pressions which it makes, though in substance 
it is the Bame poem. There are a complete- 
ness and compactness, produced by what is 
added and what is subtracted, that satisfy and 
fill the imagination with a sense of harmony 
that was previously wanting. In some cases 
there are a proportion and an artistic reserve 
indicated in the change of a mere epithet 
which makes all the difference in the world to 
the feeling. Thus, in the fifth line of the first 
Ode, there was the phrase — 

When laurel-garlanded heroes fell. 

The compound epithet was injurious to the 
simplicity proper to an exordium, and inju- 
diciously anticipated the decorations befitting 
the body of the poem. Mr. Tennyson, there- 
fore, now prints the line in question and 
its two predecessors and successors as fol- 
lows : — 

Let us bury the Great Duke 

To the noise of the mourning of a mighty nation. 

Mourning when their leaders fall , 

Warriors carry the warrior’s pall, 

And sorrow darkens hamlet and hall. 

In the next stanza the poet supplies an 
omission in the first draft — that of the place 
of the hero’s death : — 

Where shall we lay the man whom we deplore ? 
He died on Walmer's lonely shore , 

But here , in streaming London's central roar 9 
Let the sound of those he wrought for. 

And the feet of those he fought for. 

Echo round his bones for evermore. 

— The contrast between the quiet of the one 
spot and the noise of the other, is full of sug- 
gested significance. The soul of the duke, 
like that of Coriolanus, was familiar in life 
with the stir and bustle of numbers in compe- 
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tition — so let it be with him in his death ! 
“ Hark ! the trumpets. These are the-ushers 
of Marcius ; before him he carries noise, and 
behind him he leaves tears.” There is a 
feeling finely appropriate and full of the true 
warlike sentiment in the lines above cited, 
and which the two verses now introduced, and 
distinguished in our quotations by italics, serve 
more fully to develop. 

The great difficulty experienced by Mr. 
Tennyson in this laureate Ode has evidently 
lain in his desire to penetrate through the 
martial symbols to the moral meaning of the 
dukes life. It is with manifest unwillingness 
that he touches on the political differences 
and the battle-fields with which the duke's 
memory is associated. He would transcend 
these, or else treat them as types of the spir- 
itual, and lose them in the radiance of wnat 
they symbolized. War is alien, indeed, to 
the prevailing sentiment of the age. Its very 
glories are like the “ fine gold” that has 
“ become dim,” — and no longer dazzle the 
popular mind as they did. Accordingly, Mr. 
Tennyson interpreted them all by the one 
large term “ duty,” in the light of which a 
public lesson may be learnt, and the duke’s 
example may prove the guiding star to any 
man however peacefully disposed. This, in 
fact, has been so generally felt, that the 
lesson has been dwelt on to satiety. By Mr. 
Tennyson it has been made the theme of one 
of the most brilliant passages in his Ode — 
which we cited in our former article. To 
that passage are now added the following 
lines: — 

i 

Such was he ; his work is done ; 

But while the races of mankind endure. 

Let his great example stand 
Colossal, seen of every land. 

And keep the soldier firm, the statesman pure *, 
Till in all lands and through all human story 
The path, of duty be the way to glory. 


Beating from the wasted vines 
Back to France her banded swarms. 

This word “ banded-” was “bandit” in 
the former copy. The alteration is a judi- 
cious one. 

In the following citation, the lines in 
italics are additions or emendations : — 

A people’s voice ! we are a people yet. 

Though all men else their nobler dreams forget, 
Confused by brainless mobs and lawless Powers ; 
Thank Him who itled t it here , and roughly set 
Hit Saxon in blown teat and ttorming thowert. 
We have a voice, with which to pay the debt 
Of boundless reverence and regret 
To those great men who fought, and kept it ours. 
And kept it ourt, O God, from brute control; 
0 Statesmen, guard us, guard the eye, the soul 
Of Europe, keep our noble England whole, 

And save the one true seed of freedom sown 
Betwixt a people and their ancient throne. 

That sober freedom out of which there springs 
Our loyal passion for our temperate kings ; 

For, saving that, ye help to save mankind 
Till publio wrong be crumbled into dust, 

And drill the raw world for the march of mind , 
Till crowds be sane and crowns be just ; 

But wink no more in slothful overtrust. 
Remember him who led your hosts ; 

Revere his warning ; guard your coasts ; 

Your cannont moulder on the teaward t call ; 
His voice is silent in your counoil-hall 
Forever ; and whatever tempests lour 
Forever silent ; even if they broke 
In thunder, silent ; yet remember all 
He spoke among you, and the Man who spoke *, 
Who never sold the truth to serve the hour, 

Nor paltered with Eternal God for power ; 
Whose life wat work , whote language rife 
With rugged max hat hewn from life ; 

Whose eighty winters freeze with one rebuke. 
All great self-seekers trampling on the right ; 
Truth-teller was our England’s Alfred named ; 
Truth-lover was our English Duke ; 

Whatever record leap to light 
He never shall be shamed. 


Mr. Tennyson seems now, however, to have | 
felt that he hod dwelt too exclusively on the 
moral phases of the duke’B character ; and he 
has supplied an additional number of refer- 
ences to the soldier-life of the departed 
warrior. He now reminds us that 

No more in soldier fashion will he greet 
With lifted hand the gazer in the street ; 

— and in the apostrophe to the shade of 
Nelson, he adds to the allusions to the duke’s 
victories the following : — 

And underneath a nearer sun. 

Warring on a later day. 

Bound affrighted Lisbon drew 
The treble works, the vast designs 
Of his labored rampart-lines. 

Where he greatly stood at bay, 

Whence he issued forth anew. 

And ever great and greater grew. 


From this section lines have been also 
omitted — but it is not necessary to distin- 
guish the rejected. Altogether this strophe 
of the Ode is decidedly improved in its effect. 
It has gained power by compression as well 
as by dilation. 

We will point out another additional gem 
or two — and then conclude. They occur 
in the last strophe ; — we have italicized the 
lines. 

We revere , and while we hear 
The tidet of Mutic't golden tea 
Setting toward eternity. 

Lifted up in heart are toe. 

Until we doubt not that for one so true 
There must be other nobler work to do 
Than when he fought at Waterloo, 

And victor he must ever be. 

For though the Giant Agtt heave the hill 
And break the ehore, and evermore 
Make and break, and work their will ; 
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Though worlds on worlds in myriad myriads roll 
Bound us, each with different powers. 

And other forms of life than ours, 

What know we greater than the soul ? 

On God and Godlike men we build our trust. 
Hush , the Dead March sounds in the people's 
tars ; 

The dark crowd moves ; and there are sobs and 
tears ; 

The black earth yawns-; the moi'tal disappears ; 
Ashes to ashes , dust to dust ; 

He is gone who seemed so great 

— It will be obvious to the critical reader 
that the lines in italics serve to develop and 
illustrate the thought, and are not arbitrary 
extensions of the original matters. 

The poem os it now stands has the mature 
•tamp of the artist upon it. There are yet a 
few things which we should have liked to see 
removed or amended : — we will instance the 
imperfect rhymes commencing the sixth 
strophe — viz., 4 ‘ guest,” “ priest,” “ rest.” 
This dissonance might have been avoided by 
an additional verse rhyming to “priest. 
Standing where it does, at the commence- 
ment of the finest section of the poem, the 
triplet in question is offensive. It is, besides, 
the only instance of poetic license thus 
abused ; and os it may be easily remedied, 
we hope to see the requisite line added in the 
next edition. 


From the Critic. 

The Messrs. Clark, of Edinburgh, deter- 
mined to maintain the high reputation of 
their “ Foreign Theological Library,” have 
just added to the series a twenty-eighth vol- 
ume, containing A General Historico- Critical 
Introduction to the Old Testament , by H. A. 
Ch. Havernick, late Teacher of Theology 
in the University of Kdnigsbcrg, translated 
from the German by William Lindsay Alex- 
ander, D.D. This work of Professor Hayernick, 
an orthodox German divine, is one of the 
most important that have boon recontly pub- 
lished on the subject of Old Testament criti- 
cism. The second and third chapters espec- 
ially, which treat of the original languages of 
the Old Testament Scriptures, and of the his- 
tory of the text, deserve notice, as containing 
much information which the mere Englisn 
reader would not find elsewhere. Indeed, the 
whole is the production of a learned and ear- 
nest scholar. In some parts, however, it la- 
bors under the disadvantage of obscurity. Of 
this and other drawbacks the able translator, 
while he commends the work as a whole, 
complains in the following terms : — “ It is 
not, indeed, free from defects. The translator 
feels himself at liberty to acknowledge that on 
several points Dr. Hayernick has failed to 
parry conviction to his mind ; that his conclu- 
sions are not always such as his premises 
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seem to justify, at least to the full extent ; 
that not unfrequently he has fallen under the 
charge of obscurity and vagueness both of 
thought and expression ; that sometimes his 
ponderous learning rather encumbers than 
aids his reasonings ; and that now and then 
he has misapprehended the point of an op- 
ponent's argument, or has tried to turn it 
aside by what is irrelevant. But, after 
every deduction is made that can be justly 
made on the score of such deficiencies, the 
work, he is persuaded, will commend itself 
to literate theologians as one of the most valu- 
able contributions which Germany has fur- 
nished to Biblical Criticism and ^agogfe." 
A translator must be both very conscientious, 
and have great confidence in the merits of his 
author, when he thus ventures to call atten- 
tion to his defects. The charge of obscurity is 
one that has been brought against Dr. Haver- 
nick even by his own countrymen, and we 
are therefore bouud to express to Dr. Alexan- 
der all the more thanks for the pains he must 
have taken to present us with this translation. 

Another noticeable importation from Germa- 
ny is The Lord's Day , by E. W. Hengstenberg, 
Doctor and Professor of Theology at Berlin, 
translated by James Martin, B.A., of Lym- 
ington. The Sabbath Observance question is 
one upon which enlightened English readers 
must feel that it is not indifferent to know 
what is the opinion of our continental Prot- 
estant brethren, and especially of such a man 
as Professor Hengstenberg, who, now that we 
have lost the illustrious Neander, may be re- 
garded as the chief expositor of German or- 
thodoxy. The present treatise is divided into 
three parts, in the first of which the author 
treats of “ The Old Testament ; its Letter and 
Spirit,” and in the second of “ The Sabbath 
ot the Jews, and the Sunday of Christians ; 
containing — I. A history of opinions on 
the connexion between the Sabbath, and Sun- 
day. II. Investigation of the connexion between 
the Sabbath and Sunday.” Part III. con- 
tains “ Remedial Efforts examined.” The 
doctrine of the strict observance of the Sab- 
bath, as it prevails in this country and Amer- 
ica, has of late obtained many advocates in 
Germany, and the year 1850 stands especially 
marked for the zeal and energy with which 
those advocates sought to bring the subject 
before their countrymen. “ Societies were 
formed, prizes offered, a periodical started, and 
a large number of publications issued and put 
in circulation,” all with a view to enforce the 
English, or, as it is sometimes called, the Puri- 
tanical doctrine of the Sabbath. Professor 
Hengstenberg, not entirely disapproving of 
these efforts, at the same time sees a danger 
in such enthusiasm being carried too far, aud 
at last landing its authors in a Pharisaic form- 
alism. In this, as everything, therefore, h# 
wishes to consult the Holy Scriptures, in 
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which he finds nothing to authorize the view 
of the conversion of the Jewish Sabbath into 
tbe^ Christian Sunday. Antiquity also is 
against such a view of the question. “ This 
opinion that the Jewish Sabbath has been 
simply transferred to the Sunday was entirely 
unknown in the first ages of Christianity. 
So much so, that it is never even discussed ; 
whilst the opposite opinion is always men- 
tioned, without any appearance of partiality, 
as that which universally prevailed/’ In 
confirmation of this he quotes the evidence 
of Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Irenmus, Augus- 
tine, Jerome, Bede, Thomas Aquinas, and 
others successively, down to the time of the 
German Reformation, when he shows that 
both the great Luther and the pious Melanc- 
thon were entirely opposed to the doctrine of 
the identity of the Jewish Sabbath and the 
Christian Sunday. “The opinion that the 
Sabbath was transferred to the Sunday was 
first broached in its perfect form, and with all 
its consequences, in the controversy which 
was carried on in England between the Epis- 
copalians and Presbyterians. . . . The Pres- 
byterians maintained that the fourth com- 
mandment was a perpetual one, binding upon 
all ages, and that the difference between the 
Old and New Testament consisted solely in 
this, that at the command of God, given 
through the Apostles, the first day of the 
week was substituted for the seventh.” The 
writer’s own opinion may be partly gathered 
from the following sentences : “On what 
then is our duty founded, to select Sunday as 
the day to be observed, since, as we have 
shown, we cannot dispense with a fixed 
and regularly returning period, exclusively 
devoted to the worship of God? We reply, 
in the first place, on the same feeling which 
first dictated that selection. This reason 
must have the same force as ever, since Christ 
is still the same Saviour, and his resurrection, 
the climax of his whole work of redemption, 
must have the same importance for us, as for 
those who saw him, when risen, with their 
bodily eyes,” &c. In his anxiety to avoid 
what he calls “ one-sidedness, extreme views, 
and the splitting of hairs,” it is difficult to 
obtain from him, in brief, any decided opin- 
ion on the subject. From a perusal of the 
entire work, however, it may be gathered 
that he is rather opposed to than favorable 
towards the introduction into Germany of the 
English doctrine of Sabbath observance. As 
a summary of the argument on both sides, 
Dr. Hengstenberg’s treatise is highly valu- 
able, and as such we commend it to the notice 
of our readers. 

The Coming Struggle with Rome , not Relig- 
ious but Political ; an American's Word of 
Warning to the English People , by Pierce 
Connelly, M.A.,isa pamphlet of stirring in- 


terest, as may at once be inferred from the fact 
that it has already reached a sixth edition. 
Commencing with a narrative of a private 
wrong whicn he sustained at the hands of the 
Romish priesthood, namely, the removal of 
his wife from his protection, and his being 
denied all intercourse with her — a matter 
which our readers will recollect formed the 
subject of a public trial, and in which Mr. 
Connolly obtained no redress — the writer 

} )roceeds to call attention to the various in- 
ringements of the Church of Rome upon the 
liberties of Englishmen generally, ana warns 
them that what he has himself suffered is only 
an evidenoe of a wide-spread and deeply- 
rooted conspiracy to crusn, not only our re- 
ligious freedom, but our civil and political 
institutions. Mr. Connelly writes with ooor 
siderable vigor ; but he is too much of an 
alarmist. We do not dread all the fearful 
consequences of the Emancipation Act, as set 
forth by him, and we believe that England is 
still great enough and wise enough to guard 
against the machinations of Italian cardinals 
and Irish priests. With Mr. Connelly ’b pri- 
vate giiefs we sympathize heartily, and, with- 
out &ing learned in the law, consider it ft 
great hardship that he should not before this 
tune have obtained redress. 


The Working Man's Way in the World ; 
being the Autobiography of a Journeyman Print- 
er. Reprinted in New York. 

Except the “ Services 1 * and the police force, 
perhaps few callings exhibit so much intelli- 
gence, spirit, and character among the mass of 
their followers, as printers. And this autobiog- 
raphy of a journeyman printer displays a good 
deal of those qualities in himself, or in the per- 
sons of some natural mark he encountered dur- 
ing a busy life employed in London, the country, 
and at Paris. For he was engaged as a com- 
positor in a Parisian offioe, which printed the 
onoe celebrated piratical editions of English new 
books ; he witnessed the Revolution of 1830 ^ 
and on his return he took part as a volunteer 
“special** in opposing the Bristol riot When 
the interest of a work depends upon its facts, the 
guarantee of a name is desirable ; but we see 
no reason to doubt the authenticity of this auto- 
biography. The incidents are probable, in fact, 
common ; and the persons such as are met with 
every day, besides bearing a strong look of like- 
ness. When the autobiographer passes beyond 
the individual and attempts to generalize — as 
in his later sketches, such as the “ Reader,** and 
especially the “Overseer,** — he foils into thi 
wordiness and effort of magazine-writing ; and 
in the more particular parts, he sometimes en- 
deavors to make more of a subject than it will 
bear. The better portions of the narrative pos- 
sess a naturalness and reality akin to the auto- 
biography of Franklin. The book was originally 
published in Tait's Magazine , and it merited 
republication. — Spectator . 
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From Chambers’ Journal. 

THE LIBERIAN BLACKSMITH. 

Was there ever a person like Mrs. Stowe’s 
Uncle Tom in actual existence? What we 
want to know is, whether an individual born 
in slavery, and bred under the degrading and 
stupefying influences of that condition, could 
possibly be so admirable in character, so 
meek and yet so firm, so amiable, so conscien- 
tious, and so intelligently pious as that won- 
derful hero of romance is represented to have 
been ? Some eminent critics have boldly as- 
serted that the character is an impossible 
one. Even Mrs. Stowe herself seems to have 
been sensible of the objection, and willing to 
admit its truth; for she declares, or, what 
amounts to the same tiling, makes Arthur St. 
Clair affirm, that a slave like Uncle Tom is a 
44 moral miracle.” Such an admission might 
lead one to believe that the lady’s genius is 
more powerful than her reasoning faculty. 
It overmasters her ; and, like a prophetess of 
old, she utters higher truths than she can fully 
comprehend. But the reader shall judge. 

Suppose, for a moment, that Uncle Tom had 
been depicted as not only excellent in every 
moral quality, but also a man of strong intel- 
lect and great learning ; suppose that he had 
been represented as acquiring, by his unaided 
exertions, not only the common elements of 
education, but a knowledge of Latin and 
Greek, and even some acquaintance with He- 
brew, and as exciting, by his theological dis- 
quisitions, the admiration of a large assembly 
of clergymen : here would have been an in- 
tellectual prodigy, combined with the 41 moral 
niiracle.” Mrs. Stowe would evidently not 
have ventured upon such a delineation ; and 
if she had, the critics would unanimously 
have scouted it as outraging the utmost bounds 
of the natural and probable. A writer of fic- 
tion must keep within these bounds, and the 
lady has probably gone as far as the limits of 
aft would allow her. But truth is privileged, 
and acknowledges no such artistical restric- 
tions. It is quite true, if human testimony 
is to be believed, that such a moral and in- 
tellectual prodigy as has just been described 
did exist, at no great distance from the scene 
of Uncle Tom’s imaginary adventures and suf- 
ferings. The particulars of this remarkable 
case, as they have come to our knowledge, 
may be briefly told. 

About six years ago a narrative appeared 
in some American journals which excited a 
good deal of interest. It w&b an account of 
“a learned black blacksmith,” or, in other 
itodB, of a negro Blave, who, while working 
aft a mechanic, had managed first to learn to 
rted and write ; then to acquire a considera- 
ble proficiency in the classical tongues ; and, 
finally, to commence the study of Hebrew. 
Indeed, as usually happens in such cases, his 


attainments were at first exaggerated, and he 
was represented as having made himself ac- 
quainted with no less than seven languages, 
and as thus being hardly inferior in learning 
to Elihu Burritt himself. The story in this 
form attracted the attention of some benevolent 
persons. Inquiries were made ; and the sim- 
ple truth, divested of all embellishment, was 
found to be sufficiently extraordinary to awaken 
a strong feeling in kis favor, and to lead to 
efforts which resulted in his liberation. In 
the year 1840, a Presbyterian minister, be- 
longing to the synod of Alabama, sent to a 
religious newspaper of New Orleans a short 
biography of this remarkable slave. From 
this and other sources, we learn that Ellis, 
or, as he subsequently wrote his name, Har- 
rison W. Ellis, was born in Pittsylvania 
County, in the state of Virginia. In early 
life he “was removed” from that place to 
Tennessee; but whether in this removal he 
accompanied his old master, or was sold to 
another, is not stated. At the age of nine 
years he formed the purpose of learning to 
read, principally in order that he might be 
able to peruse the Bible, lie had observed 
that ministers, in preaching, always read 
from the Bible, and spoke of it ns being the 
Word of God ; and the expression, so cus- 
tomary as to pass without notice from ordi- 
nary hearers, made a strong impression upon 
his mind. It would bo interesting to learn 
the exact methods by which ho succeeded in 
accomplishing his purpose ; but all his biog- 
rapher tells us is, that in despite of numer- 
ous obstacles, such as would have deterred 
almost any one else, he succeeded in learning 
to read, aud afterwards to write. When he 
was twenty-five years old another removal 
took place. This time he was transferred to 
the state of Alabama. He was still a slave, 
laboring at the trade of a blacksmith, of 
course for his master’s benefit. A thirst for 
knowledge had been awakened in his mind ; 
and after reading a good many books, prin- 
cipally on religious subjects, he was led to 
undertake the study of the Latin language. 
He had no regular instruction, but received, 
j it is stated, 44 some little assistance from one 
! person and another, as a casual opportunity 
! afforded it.” 

This statement, it may be observed, does 
not altogether harmonize with the commonly 
received opinion, that the slaves in America 
are purposely kept in gross ignorance, and 
that to teach one to read is treated as a crim- 
inal offence. The fact is, that such prohib- 
itory and penal laws really exist, and that a 
I school for the instruction of slaves would not 
be tolerated ; but the efforts of individual 
slaves to acquire instruction, either from one 
another or from good-natured whites, are 
j rarely if ever interfered with. The difficulties 
! which opposed Ellis’ pursuit of knowledge 
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do not seem to have been neater than a poor 
laboring man would have hod to encounter in 
most parte of Europe during the last centuiy. 
What excites our surprise in the case of Ellis, 
is not the extent of nis acquirements, or the 
magnitude of the obstacles which he had to 
overcome, but that a negro, and a slave, 
should thus devote himself earnestly to intel- 
lectual pursuits. The negro race is regarded 
by some os naturally deficient in mental ca- 
pacity, and a slave has apparently no motive 
tor attempting to improve his mind. It does 
not appear that Ellis commenced his studies 
with any expectation that they would procure 
him his freedom, or in any way ameliorate 
liis circumstances. He studied, partly that 
he might better comprehend bis Bible, and 
partly for the mere love of learning. Having 
acquired some knowledge of Latin, he after- 
wards undertook the study of Greek, and sub- 
sequently of Hebrew. In the latter, however, 
he made very little progress, owine to the 
want of books — a difficulty, indeed, which 
had' retarded his progress throughout his 
studies. “ It cannot be said,” observes the 
deigym&n who wrote of him in 1846, 11 that 
he is a finished scholar in either the Latin or 
Greek languages. He has, however, acquired 
such a knowledge of both, as to be able, with- 
out any assistance, to prosecute his studies in 
them to any length ho may wish. His ac- 
quaintance with nis own tongue is such as to 
enable him to speak and write it with as 
much propriety as is common among educated 
men. While he has read and studied some 
authors on natural science, moral philosophy, 
and the like, his reading has been confined 
for the most part to religious books. Dwight, 
Dick, and Boston, are tne theological writers 
with whom he is most familiar.” 

In what way the abilities and acquirements 
of this remarkable slave first became known 
does not appear. It may be presumed, how- 
ever, that some Presbyterian minister was 
induced to take an interest in him, and to 
bring his case under the notice of the ruling 
bodies of that church, as it appears that in 
the year already mentioned the synods of 
Alabama and Mississippi combined to purchase 
his freedom and that of his family, with the 
view of sending them to Africa under the 
care of the American Board of Missions. It 
was intended that Ellis should be ordained as 
a missionary, and with this view he was in- 
troduced at a meeting of the presbytery of 
Tuscaloosa as a candidate for clerical orders. 
The impression he made is thus recorded by 
the writer who has been already quoted, and 
who then apparently saw him for the first 
time: — “1 Delieve I utter the sentiments 
of the whole presbytery, and of the large 
assembly present at his examination, when I 
say, that for precision on the details of relig- 
ious experience — for sober, rational views of 


what constitutes a call to the ministry — for 
sound, consistent, scriptural views of the lead- 
ing doctrines of the Gospel, few candidates 
for the office have been known to equal him. 
The effect of his statements was greatly in- 
creased by the fact, that he seemed to be 

P resenting rather the results of his own re- 
ections than what he had learned from the 
investigations of others. On many points, 
there was a striking originality in his mode 
of exhibiting his sentiments. He also read a 
sermon of his own composition, of which 
some of the members thought so highly, that 
they proposed that the presbytery should 
order its publication. It certainly looked and 
sounded very strange — it was almost incred- 
ible — to see and hear one who had been all 
his life a slave, with none but the ordinary 
privileges of a slave, reading a production so 
correct in language, so forcible in style, so 
logical in argument, and abounding in quota- 
tions from the Bible so intelligently and per^ 
tinently applied.” So well satisfied was the 
presbytery of his fitness for the office, that ar- 
rangements were immediately made to ordain 
him as a missionary during the next session 
of the synod. 

Ellis was at that time between thirty and 
forty years of ago. He is described as of 
pure negro parentage, and quite black ; his 
grandfather, indeed, was a native of Africa. 
His wife was about the same age, and could 
read. They had two children, a son and 
daughter. The former, a sprightly lad, seven- 
teen years old, could not only read and write, 
but had made some progress in the study of 
arithmetic, geography, and other branches of 
school learning. The daughter, then eleven 
years of age, had just commenced learning to 
read. It must be borne in mind that the 
only opportunities which the children could 
have had for receiving instruction, were suoh 
as occurred in the casual intervals of their own 
and their father’s labor. 

It appears that the benevolent intentions 
of the two synods were promptly carried into 
effect. In looking through a series of the 
publications of the American Colonization 
Society, we are enabled to trace the results. 
In March, 1847, a schooner arrived at Liberia 
from New Orleans with a party of emigrants 
for the colony. A letter from an American 
physician, then residing in Liberia as the 
agent of the United States government, gives 
an account of the arrival of these emigrants, 
and thus notices the one in whom we are 
chiefly interested : — “lam pleased with the 
manners and character of Mr. Ellis, * the 
learned black blacksmith,’ who came out in 
the schooner, and who, with his wife and two 
children, was liberated from slavery by the 
Presbyterian synods of Alabama and Missis- 
sippi, at an expense of 2500 dollars. Al- 
though the accounts which have been pub- 
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lished respecting his proficiency as a scholar, 
especially as a linguist, may have, been exag- 
gerated, yet I think he is an extraordinary 
man ; and I hope his example and influence 
may be highly beneficial to this country.” 

in the African Repository for 1848, there 
appears a brief letter from Mr. Ellis himself, 
addressed to one of his clerical friends in 
Alabama. He was then in excellent spirits, 
well pleased with the colony, and content 
with nis own prospects. A few months after 
his arrival in Liberia, the pnlpit of one of the 
Presbyterian churches in Monrovia became 
vacant, and Mr. Ellis was installed pastor of 
the church. Five members, he writes, have 
since been added to the church, one of whom 
was his own son. A year later, we find, by 
a paragraph in the same publication, that, 
besides performing the duties of his pastoral 
charge, Mr. Ellis had commenced his mission- 
ary labors among the natives. “ He is study- 
ing,” we are here told, “ the language of 
two wild tribes, in order to be able to preach 
to them in their Own tongue. He says, that 
the Mandingoes claim him for their country- 
man, because his grandfather was born m 
Africa. This tribe are Mohammedans ; and 
some of their priests, he says, are intelligent, 
being capable of reading Hebrew when written 
in the Arabic character.” Two years later, 
there appears a somewhat long letter from 
Mr. Ellis, giving some interesting information 
concerning Liberia, in answer to a letter of 
inquiry from a gentleman in Alabama, and at 
the same time affording us a good insight into 
the character of the writer, who certainly 
bears a strong moral resemblance to Uncle 
Tom. For instance, supposing the latter to 
have obtained an education, and afterwards to 
have settled in Liberia, would he have an- 
swered an inquiry about “ the general capac- 
ity of Liberian children,” in terms very 
different from those of the following intelli- 
gent and quaintly-expressed reply ? — “The 
children of Liberia are exactly like the white 
children in America ; and as this part of our 
community have the best opportunity to equal 
the corresponding part in America, their 
equality can be bettor seen. And as remark- 
able as this branch of society is [that is, 
white children in America], old persons 
[slaves] had not the opportunity of seeing 
much of it where we came from, so that many 
think our children have more penetrating 
minds than those of America. This sup- 
position arose out of the above-mentioned 
ciceamstanoe ; but it is not well-founded. 
The fact is, if there be any difference, it is in 
this — perhaps the children in Liberia learn 
as tot, if not to ter, for the first few years ; 
bat it may be that the young Americans con- 
tinne their mental improvement the longest. 
I think — though there may be circumstances 


by which we shall be able, after a while, to 
account better for the facts just alluded to — 
I think it most probable, that * the lambs 
stop eating, because the shepherds get out of 
corn the children stop learning, when their 
teacher cannot teach them any furthor. 
But,” he adds, alluding to the recent establish- 
ment of some good schools injaberia, “ this 
sad state of things does not exist at present.” 

There is another passage in the letter 
which deserves to be quoted, os it strikingly 
evinces the truth of Mrs. Stowe’s represen ta- 
tion of character. Uncle Tom’s meet endur- 
ance of all the wrongs of slavery, his refusal 
to make use of his “ pass” for the purpose of 
escaping, and the excuses which he finds for 
his master *8 hard treatment of him, have been 
censured by critics as indicating a state of 
feeling altogether unnatural ana improbable 
in a slave. Now, our learned blacksmith 
had been a Blave till he was past thirty years 
of age ; he had apparently been twice sold * 
he had certainly had to give nearly all his 
earnings to his master, and to submit entirely 
to his master’s will; yet he “ strove,” as he 
himself said, “ to make himself agreeable and 
happy” in this condition, and he counselled 
all his brethren to submission. 

At this time, Mr. Ellis had accepted a new 
responsibility, probably more in compliance 
with the wishes of others, than in accordance 
with his own views. A high school, sup- 
ported by the Presbyterian Board of Missions 
in New York, had been established at Mon- 
rovia, and Mr. Ellis was appointed the master 
of it. As might have been expected, the ar- 
rangement proved to be an injudicious one. 
Experience nas shown that a person entirely 
self-taught, however great his abilities and 
his learning, is rarely if ever qualified for the 
office of a teacher. The art of instruction, 
like other arts, must be acquired by au ap- 
prenticeship. The self-taught man, with his 
mind full of scientific truths and classical 
erudition, finds himself ignorant of numer- 
ous important methods and essential de- 
tails which he could have acquired in any 
well-conducted village-school. Hence wo are 
not surprised to learn, from a recent report 
on the stAte of education in Liberia, that the 
high school had been less successful than its 
patrons expected. “ The uncommon talents 
and industry of its principal, the Rev. Mr. 
Ellis, manifested in acquiring a knowledge of 
the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages 
while a slave,” adds this report, “ do not ade- 
quately supply the place of that thorough and 
careful training in the rudiments, which 
every teacher needs, in order to teaqh others 
to the best advantage.” Under these circum- 
stances, the proper course was taken ; a new 
principal — a graduate of an American theo- 
logical seminary — was appointed to the 
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school, and Mr. Ellis was left free to pursue 
the pastoral and missionary labors for which 
he was best qualified. 

Such is tne sum of our information con- 
cerning this learned, sensible, and pious 
negpo slave. The story is a suggestive one in 
various ways, and might give occasion for 
many reflections on slavery and its e fleets on 
African civilization, distinctions of race, and 
so forth. We choose, however, to leave it 
simply as a pike justificative — as a French 
historian would say — of the now world- 
famous American romance ; merely observing, 
that it Mrs. Stowe’s fiction is strange, the 
plain truth maintains its superiority, as usual, 
by being stranger still. 


A WONDERFUL BONE. 

Is a small work on the Intellectual and 
Moral Development ef the Present Are, by Mr. 
Samuel Warren, Reoorder of Hull (Blackwood 
& Sons) , the author touches on the subject of 
comparative anatomy, and the pitch to which 
a study of it has been carried in this country. 
We gladly make room for the following pas- 
sages : — 

The incident which I am about to mention, 
exhibits the result of an immense induction of 
particulars in this noble science, and bears no 
feint analogy to the magnificent astronomical 
calculation, or prediction, whichever one may 
call it, presently to be laid before you. Let it be 
premised, that Cuvier, the late illustrious French 
physiologist and comparative anatomist, had 
said, that in order to deduce from a single frag- 
ment of its structure, the entire animal, it was 
necessary to have a tooth , or an entire articu- 
lated extremity. In his time, the comparison 
Was limited to the external configuration of bone. 
The study of the internal structure had not pro- 
ceeded so far. 

In the year 1839, Professor Owen was sitting 
alone in his study when a shabbily-dressed man 
made his appearance, announcing that he had 
got a great curiosity which he had brought 
from New Zealand, and wished to dispose of it 
to him. Any one in London can now see the 
article in question, for it is deposited in the 
Museum of the College of Surgeons in Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields. It has the appearance of an old 
marrow-bone, about six inches in length, and 
rather more than two inches in thickness, with 
both extremities broken off; and Professor Owen 
considered, that to whatever animal it might 
have belonged, the fragment must have lain in 
the earth for centuries. At first, he considered 
this same marrow-bone to have belonged to an 
ox — at all events, to a quadruped ; for the wall 
or rim of the bone was six times as thick as the 
bone of any bird, even the ostrich. He compared 
it with the bones in the skeleton of an ox, a 
horse, a camel, a tapir — and every quadruped 
apparently possessing a bone of that size and 
configuration ; but it corresponded with none. 
On this, he very narrowly examined the surface 
of the bony rim, and at length became satisfied 


that this monstrous fragment must have be- 
longed to a bird ! to one at least as large as an 
ostrich, but of a totally different species ; and 
consequently, one never before heard of, as an 
ostrich was by far the biggest bird known 
From the difference in the strength of the bone, 
the ostrich being unable to fly, so must have 
been unable this unknown bird ; and so our 
anatomist came to the conclusion, that this old, 
shapeless bone indicated the former existence, in 
New Zealand, of some huge bird, at least as 
great as an ostrich, but of a far heavier and more 
sluggish kind. Professor Owen was confident of 
the validity of his conclusions, but could commu- 
nicate that confidence to no one else ; and not- 
withstanding attempts to dissuade him from 
committing his views to the public, he printed 
his deductions in the Transactions of the Zoology 
ical Society for the year 1839, where fortu- 
nately they remain on record as conclusive 
evidenoe of the fact of his having then made this 
guess, so to speak, in the dark. He caused the 
bone, however, to be engraved ; and having sent 
one hundred copies of the engraving to New Zea- 
land, in the hopes of their being distributed, and 
leading to interesting results, he patiently waited 
| for three years — namely, till the year 1843 — 
when he received intelligence from Dr. Buckland, 
at Oxford, that a great box, just arrived from 
New Zealand, consigned to himself, was on its 
way, unopened, to Professor Owen ; who found 
it filled with bones, palpably of & bird, one of 
which was three feet in length, and much more 
than double the size of any bone in the ostrich ! 
And ont of the contents of this box the professor 
was positively enabled to articulate almost the 
entire skeleton of a huge wingless bird, between 
ten and eleven feet in height, its bony structure 
in strict conformity with the fragment in ques- 
tion ; and that skeleton may be at any time seen 
at the Museum of the College of Surgeons, tow- 
ering over, and nearly twice the height of the 
skeleton of an ostrich ; and at its feet is lying 
the old bone, from which alone consummate an- 
atomical science had deduced such an astound- 
ing reality ; the existence of an enormous ex- 
tinct creature of the bird kind, in an island 
where previously ho bird had been known to 
exist larger than a pheasant er a common fowl ! 


Lectures on the Results cf the Great Exhibi- 
tion. 2d series. Bogue. 

This volume contains the lectures of Wilson on 
Agricultural Products, Macadam on Flax, Ten- 
nant on Gems, Bazley on Cotton, Blackwell on 
Iron, Shaw on Glass, Wvatt on Decorative Art, 
Owen Jones on the Employment of Color, Ansted 
on the non-metallio Mineral Manufactures, Ar- 
nonx on Porcelain and Pottery, and on the Gen- 
eral Results of the. Exhibition, to which these 
lectures are an appropriate close. Every visitor 
should read them, for thus the remembrance of 
what was there beheld will be revived, and turned 
to profitable aocount in the knowledge of the 
meaning of a great deal that was unintelligible 
to the uninitiated. We do not know two more 
instructive volumes than are these collected lec- 
tures, — Critic . 
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LOVE. 

Foxd mother, who dost gaze with joy upon . 
That darling little baby, all thine own ; 

Thinking how much of loveliness and grace 
Are o'entred in its little form and face ; 

Loving, with all thy heart and soul and mind. 
The child whose helplessness thy soul doth bind ; 
Oh ! let not all thy love be chained to one, 

A mortal like thyself — to God alone 
Thy soul with highest, strongest love should soar, 
Loving him first, him lost, him best, forevermore. 
For kuow, the human heart, e’en on this earth, 
Is capable of greater love and higher, 

Than any being of mere mortal birth, 

However sweet or lovely, can inspire. 

Young maiden, hearing first those mystic words, 
Which thrill thy heart to its most secret chords. 
And bind thy soul, by the sweet chain of love, 

To one whose truth thy future life must prove ; g 
Thou thinkest that he, ’mid all of mortal race, 
Has the most noble heart, the most of manly 
grace ; » 

And thou may’st trust him, for he loves thee well, 
With a deep devotion words would fail to tell ; 
Yet first, would’st thou be blest, love Him above, 
Whose love surpasses far all human love ; 

He whom thou canst love, e’en on this earth, 
With a devotion deeper, purer, higher, 

Than any being of mere mortal birth, 

However great or noble, can inspire. / 

Thou aged traveller, who art passing now 
Through the late evening of thy life on earth ; 

I see thee turn with calm and loving brow. 

To the dear partner of thy home and hearth ; 
CCCCLXX LIVING AGE. YOL. I. 29 


Her who hath with thee watched hope’s brilliant 
bow. 

And made affliction’s cup less foil of woe ; 

Oh ! may the preparations for thy life above 
Consist in that devoted, earnest love 
To thy Redeemer, which will also best 
Prepare for life, and make that life most blest 
Yes, love him, for thy heart, e’en on this earth, 
Is capable of greater love and higher. 

Than any being of mere mortal birth, 

However fond or faithful, can inspire. 


From the Gentleman’s Magazine. 

JAMES THOMSON. 

The poetry of the early volumes of the 
Gentleman's Magazine deserves more atten- 
tion than it has yet received, containing, as it 
does, some of the earliest verse of Jwinson, 
Akenside, and Collins, and some pieces of 
great merit and curiosity not to be found else- 
where. In proof of this I would call atten- 
tion to the following poem, printed p. 256 of 
the Gentleman's Magazine for May, 1740 : — 

a winter’s day. 

WRITTEN BY A SCOTCH CLERGYMAN. 

Corrected by an Eminent Hand. 

Now, gloomy soul ! look out — now comes thy 
turn ; 

With thee, behold all ravaged nature mourn : 
Hail the dim empire of thy darling night, 

That spreads, slow-shadowing o’er the vanquished 
light. 
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Look out, with joy ; the ruler of the day, 
Faint, as thy hopes, emits a glimm’ring ray : 
Already exiled to the utmost sky, 

Hither, oblique, he turns his clouded eye. 

Lo ! from the limits of the wintry pole, 
Mountainous clouds in rude confusion roll ; 

In dismal pomp, now hov’ring on their way, 

To a sick twilight they reduce the day. 

And hark ! imprisoned winds, broke loose, arise, 
And roar their haughty triumph through the 
skies. 

While the driv’n clouds, o’ercharged with floods 
of rain, 

And mingled lightning, burst upon the plain. 
Now see sod earth — like thine, her altered state, 
Like thee, she mourns her sad reverse of fate ! 
Her smiles, her wanton looks — where are they 
now ? 

Faded her face ! and wrapped in clouds her brow ! 
No more th* ungrateful verdure of the plain ; 
No more the wealth-crowned labors of the swain ; 
These scenes of bliss, no more upbraid my fate, 
Torture my pining thought and rouse my hate. 
The leaf-clad forest, and the tufted grove, 
Erewhile the safe retreats of happy love, 

Stript of their honors, naked now appear ; 

This is, my soul ! the Winter of their year ! 

The little noisy songsters of the wing, 

All shiv ’ring on the bough, forget to sing. 

Hail, rev ’rend silence, with thy awfhl brow ! 

Be music’s voice forever mute — ns now ; 

Let no intrusive voice my dead repose 
Disturb — no pleasure disconcert my woes. 

In this moss-covered oaveru, hopeless laid, 

On the cold cliff I *11 lean my aching head, 

And, pleased with winter’s waste, unpitying, see 
All nature in an agony with me ! 

Bough rugged rocks, wet marshes, ruined towers, 
Bare trees, brown brakes, bleak heaths, and 
rushy moors, 

Dread floods, huge cataracts, to my pleased eyes 
(Now, I can smile !) in wild disorder rise. 

And now, the various dreadfulness combined, 
Black melancholy comes to doze my mind. 

See ! night’s wished shades, spreading through 
the air. 

And the lone, hollow gloom, for me prepare ! 
Hail ! solitary ruler of the grave ! 

Parent of terrors ! from thy dreary cave ! 

Let thy dumb silence midnight all the ground, 
And spread a welcome horror all around. 

But hark ! — a sudden howl invades my ear ! 
The phantoms of the dreadful hour are near. 
Shadows, from each dark cavern, now combine 
And stalk around, and mix their yells with mine. 
Stop, flying Time ! repose thy restless wing ; 

Fix here — nor hasten to restore the Spring. 
Fixed my ill fate , so fixed let Winter be, 

Let never wanton season laugh at me ! 

Now, beyond its undoubted merit and its 
many fine stroke* of careful observation, this 
Winter’s Day possesses an interest of an un- 
usual kind. It was the original, I conceive, of 
Thomson’s “ Winter though actually printed 
in Savage’s Miscellany, 1726, as the produc- 
tion of the author of “ William ana Mar- 
garet,” meaniqg David Mallet. The Scotch 


clergyman was the Rev. Robert Riccaltoun, 
assistant to the minister of Bowden, near Mel- 
rose, and afterwards (17281 minister of Hob- 
kirk, near Edman, where tne author of “ The 
Seasons” was born, and the Eminent Hand 
was, as I suspect, not Mallet, but no less a 
person than Thomson himself. 

In a letter from Thomson, written from 
Barnet about September, 1725, is the follow- 
ing passage : — “ Nature delights me in every 
form ; I am just now painting her in her 
most lugubrious dress for my own amusement, 
describing Winter as it presents itself. .... 
Mr. Riccalton’s poem on Winter, which I still 
have, first put the design into my head. In 
it are some masterly strokes that awakened 
me.” Thomson was a friend of Cave’s, and 
from the author of “ The Seasons” Cave most 
likely received this poem. I place little reli- 
ance on the testimony of Savage’s Miscellany 
when it appears against the evidence of the 
Gentleman ’s Magazine, which, in 1740, might 
in some respects be called a Second Savage’s 
Miscellany. 

Of Riccaltoun, who assisted the studies of 
Thomson, too little is known. “ The Rev. Mr. 
Riccarton,” says Murdock, the bosom friend 
and biographer of Thomson, “ a man of un- 
common penetration and good taste, had very 
early discovered through the rudeness of 
young Thomson’s puerile essays a fund of 
genius well deserving culture and encourage- 
ment. He undertook therefore, with tne 
father’s approbation, the chief direction of his 
studies, furnished him with the proper books, 
corrected his performances, and was dailjr 
rewarded with the pleasure of seeing his 
labor so happily employed.” Nor was Thom- 
son unmindful of his kindness. “ It will be a 
great pleasure to me,” he WTites from Lon- 
don, “ to hear of Mr. Riccalton’s welfare, who 
deserves encouragement as much as any 
preacher in Scotland.” 

In the year 1836 — for so long ago I com- 
menced my collections for a life of Thomson 
— I wrote to the Rev. John Richmond, the 
minister of Southdean (the manse of the poet’s 
father), for some particulars about Riccal- 
toun. All I could learn from him in reply 
was this — that he was “ said to have com- 
posed” a poem on “ Ruberslaw,” a high hill 
near Soutndean: that it was descriptive of a 
storm gathering round the hill, ana that he 
had heard of “fifty copies” being printed off, 
“ none of which are now to be found.” By 
another memorandum I find that Riccaltoun 
was buried in Rule church-yard ; his works 
(his poetry excepted) were edited by the Rev. 
Robert Walker, in 3 vols. 8vo. 1771. “ Ru- 
berslaw, ^ I may add, is commemorated in 
“ The liy of the Last Minstrel” — 

Already on dark Ruberslaw, 

The Douglas holds his weapon-schaw. 
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From the Quarterly Review. 



2. Arctic Searching Expedition : Journal of a 

Boat Voyage . By Sir John Richardson. 

2vols. 1851. 

3. Stray Leaves from an Arctic Journal . By 

Lieut. S. Osborn. 1852. 

4. Journal of a Voyage in 1850-1, performed 

by the Lady Franklin and Sophia , under 

the command of Mr. Wm. Penny. By P. 

C. Sutherland, M. D. 2vols. 1852. 

5. Papers and Despatches relating to the Arc - 

tic Searching Expeditions of 1850-1-2. 

Collected by Jakes Mangles, R. N. 1852. 

6. Second Voyage of the Prince Albert, in 

Search of Sir John Franklin . By Wm. 

Kennedy. 1853. 

7. Parliamentary Papers . 1848-53. 

8. Chart of Discoveries in the Arctic Sea. 

By John Arrowsmith. 

These books and papers comprise most of 
the discoveries made in Arctic regions since 
we noticed Sr John Barrow’s volume of Voy- 
ages in 1840. Franklin had sailed in the 
previous year, and in saying that we should 
wait his reappearance with the anxiety of 
the princess for the diver, we much rather 
anticipated that we should soon have to wel- 
come him with the goblet of gold, than that 
a seventh year should find us deploring his 
continued absence, with no better clue to his 
late than dismal conjecture could supply. 
There was nothing in the nature of his enter- 
prise to excite much fear for its results. The 
several Arctic expeditions sent out since 1818 
had returned in safety. Their records are 
full of peril, but full also of the resources of 
skill and courage by which peril may bo over- 
come. When this voyage was proposed by 
Barrow to the Royal Society, he urged that 
“ there could be no objection with regard to 
any apprehension of the loss of Bhips or 
men,” as it was “ remarkable that neither 
sickness nor death had occurred in most of the 
voyages made into the Arctic regions, north 
or south/’ Franklin was well experienced 
in the navigation of frozen seas ; his officers 
and crews were picked men ; and the strength 
of his ships — the Erebus and Terror — had 
lieen thoroughly tested — the first in the Ex- 
pedition of Sir James Ross to the South Pole 
— the Beoond in the voyage of Back to Repulse 
Bay. He sailed, full of confidence in the success 
of his mission, on the 19th of May, 1845, and 
though nearly thirty vessels have since been 
despatched in search of him, besides parties 


who have explored the North American coast, 
all that we yet know of him is, that he passed 
his fyet winter in a secure harbor at the 
entrance of Wellington Channel. Whether, 
when released from the ice in 1846, he ad- 
vanced or receded, is not certainly known. 
In the absence of decisive evidence, the best 
authorities are at fault. One witness stated 
before the last Arctic committee, it was “ all 
guess-work.” The travelling parties, who 
from Beechey Island surveyed every coast for 
hundreds of miles, found not a cairn or post 
ereoted by the missing expedition. Since 
Franklin entered Lancaster Sound, not one of 
the cylinders which he was directed to throw 
overboard has been recovered, nor has a frag- 
ment of his equipment been found on any 
shore. It has hence been inferred that he 
must have left the harbor with the full inten- 
tion of proceeding homewards. Captain 
Austin believes that the ships did not go be- 
yond Beechey Island, but were lost in the 
ice, either by being beset when leaving win- 
ter quarters, or when attempting tbeir return 
to England. Commander Phillips is of the 
same opinion. 

But if Franklin did resolve to return thus 
early, what could have become of the ships 
and men ? That both vessels should be 
totally lost is contrary to all experience and 
probability, and that not a man should arrive 
is more unlikely still. One of the most expe- 
rienced Arctic seamen living, who went six 
voyages in whalers before he sailed with Par- 
ry, and has since been in the expeditions of 
the two Rosses, states that though it is pos- 
sible — and he admits the supposition as but 
a possibility — the Bhips may have been 
“ walked over by the ice in Baffin’s Bay,” 
yet that “ the men on such occasions are 
always saved,” by jumping on the ice and 
making their way to the land or to the next 
ship.* The harborage chosen for the ships 
was so secure, that it is unlikely they could 
have been carried oat from the Straits at the 
mercy of the ice, as were the ships of Sir 
James Ross in 1849* and of the American 
expedition in 1850. Franklin did not take 
up his winter quarters in haste, or from ne- 
cessity. He must have dropped anchor while 
the sea was comparatively open, and why 

* In * recent Dundee newspaper we observe an 
account of a wbale-ship, employed in the Green- 
land fishery for the last sixty-nine yean. She was 
lost at last, not by the lee of the northern seas^ 
but by being stranded on a reef near her porV 
when returning with a full cargo. 
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winter there at all if he meant to return as 
soon as the open season again came round ? 

We know that he contemplated the proba- 
bility of an absence prolonged even beyond 
two winters. His last letter to Sabine from 
Whale Fish Islands entreats him to relieve 
the anxiety of Lady Franklin and his daugh- 
ter, should he not return at the time they 
expected, as — 

You know well, that, even after the second 
winter without success in our object , we should 
wish to try some other channel, if the state of 
our provisions and the health of the crews jus- 
tify it I 

Is it likely that the man who wrote thus 
to his nearest friend, would have returned 
after one winter, without effecting or at- 
tempting more than a passage to Barrow’s 
Strait? 

lieutenant Griffith, announcing his depart- 
ure from the ships with his transport, July, 
1845, wrote — 

All are in the highest possible spirits, and 
determined to succeed, if success be possible. A 
set of more undaunted fellows never were got 
together, or officers better selected. I am indeed 
oertain that, if the icy barriers will be sufficiently 
penetrable to give them but half the length of 
their ships to force themselves through, they 
will do so at all risks and hazards. 

Commander Fitzjames, who sailed in the 
Erebus with Franklin, speaks repeatedly, in 
the lively letters and journal he forwarded 
to his friends at home, of the determination 
which prevailed in both ships “ to go a-head,” 
and jestingly begs that, if nothing is heard 
of him by next June, letters may be forward- 
ed to him via Kamtschatka. “ We can carry 
much sail and do,” he notes in his journal. 
“ I can scarcely manage to get Sir John to 
-shorten sail at all.” So well was it understood 
that the ships would push forward through 
any open channel which might present itself, 
that the ice-master of the Terror, writing to 
Ins wife from Disco Island, July 12, 1845, 
warned her of the probability that they 
might be out much longer than was antic- 
ipated : — 

We are all in good health and spirits, one 
and all appearing to be of the same determina- 
tion, that is, to persevere in making a passage to 
the north-west. Should we not be at home in the 
foil of. 1848, or early in the spring of 1849 [this 
allowed for a four years* absence] , you may antic- 
ipate that we have made the passage, or are 
likely to do so ; and if so, it may be from five 
to six years — it might be into the seventh — ere 
we- return and should it be so, do not allow 


any person to dishearten you on the length of 
our absence, but look forward with hope, that 
Providence will at length of time restore us 
safely to you. 

An anecdote is related of Franklin in Bar- 
row’s volume, which shows how superior ho 
held the claims of duty to those of personal 
feeling or convenience. When about to leave 
England, in 1825, on his second expedition to 
explore the North American coast, his first 
wife was sinking under a fatal malady. She 
urged his departure on the day appointed, 
and he denied himself the sad satisfaction of 
waiting to close her eyes. She had employed 
some of the tedious hours of sickness in mak- 
ing for him a union flag, only to be unfurled 
when he reached the Polar Sea. This flag 
was hoisted when from the summit of Garry 
Island the sea, stretching free and unincum- 
bered to the north, appeared in all its maj- 
esty. HiB companions hailed the outspread 
banner with joyful excitement, and Franklin, 
who had learned that his wife died the day 
after his departure, repressed all eign of pain- 
ful emotion that he might not cloud their 
triumph at having planted the British colors 
on this island of the Polar Sea. Was this 
the man to turn back after one winter spent 
at the entrance of the strait where his enter- 
prise did but commenco ? 

It has indeed been much the fashion of late 
to complain of the employment of naval 
commanders in a too advanced stage of life, 
and remarks of this nature have been made 
on the ultimate commission of Franklin. We 
saw him often, however, on the eve of his 
start, and assuredly, though well up in years, 
there was no sign whatever of any falling off 
either in muscular fibre or animal spirits. We 
may add that his government at Van Die- 
men’s Land had not ended under altogether 
flattering circumstances, and, according to 
our information, few of his friends doubted 
that in embracing this new task he was not 
uninfluenced by a yearning to recover what- 
ever of prestige he might have supposed him- 
self to have lost as a civil administrator, by 
another and a crowning display of tact and 
energy in the department of his original 
distinction. 

It is by no means certain that because no 
record of him has been discovered beyond 
Beechey Island, none was left. Mr. Ken- 
nedy, when he explored Cape Walker last 
spring — ignorant that he had been preceded 
by Captain Austin’s parties — mistook the 


Digitized by <^.ooQle 



SEARCH FOR SIR JOHN FRANKLIN. 


large cairn they had erected for a part of the 
cliff, and actually walked over a smaller one 
deeply covered with snow, without for a mo- 
ment suspecting that the spot had been pre- 
viously visited. This fact has come out on 
Capt. Ommaney and Mr. Kennedy’s com- 
paring notes of their respective journeys. 
Sir Edward Belcher, in his recent despatches, 
states that the cairns erected by the well-or- 
ganized expedition of his predecessors have in 
some cases been destroyed, and in others can 
with difficulty be recognized. For example, 
he says on August 14 : — 

We have not been able, even with this very 
open season, to trace the large supplies left at 
Navy Board Inlet by the North Star, and no 
beacon marks their whereabout 

At Cape Warrender he found the cairn and 
post erected by Captain Austin’s expedition, 
but no document : — 

• The tally .having written on it Pull out Rec- 
ord was found beside the cairn, deeply impressed 
with the teeth of some small animal. 

In the opinion of this experienced officer, 
there could have been no hurry in removing 
from Beecbey Island, as everything bore the 
stamp of order and regularity. This is ut- 
terly opposed to the notion that Franklin had 
been forced away by the ice. 

In the distressful uncertainty which clouds 
his fate it is our only consolation to reflect 
that government has shown all along the 
heartiest concern for its gallant servants. 
With other dispositions, indeed, better results 
might have been looked for. It is Ihe mis- 
fortune of the Admiralty Instructions, we 
think, that they have said too much to leave 
the commanders of the expeditions entirely 
to their own discretion, and not enough to 
ensure a regular and systematic series of oper- 
ations. Discovery, however, has not lan- 
guished since Franklin’s departure, and a 
sketch of what has been effected within the 
polar circle for the last six years will conven- 
iently exhibit the efforts made for his relief, 
and show the lines of coast which have 
already been fruitlessly searched. 

When he sailed it was a disputed question j 
whether an opening into that sea which 
washes the shores of North America might 
not exist in some part of Boothia Gulf. Mr. 
Rae has set that question at rest. His expe- 
dition is a fine example of how much may be 
accomplished with very limited means. Ho 
started from Fort Churchill, on the west side 
of Hudson’s Bay, with twelve men and two 
boats, on the 5th of July, 1846. On arriving 
at the head of Repulse Bay he crossed the 
Isthmus which separated him from Boothia 
Gulf, a distance of 40 miles, and in six days 
reached the sea. But it was now the first 
week in August, heavy rains set in, and, find- 
ing progress impossible, he recrossed the 
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isthmus, joined the party he had left at Re- 
pulse Bay, and determined to leave any 
Further survey until the spring, employing the 
remainder of the open season in making the 
best provision he could for the winter. 

His stores had been calculated for four 
months’ consumption only ; he was entirely 
destitute of fuel ; he could obtain no promise 
of supplies of any kind from the natives ; the 
resources of the country were unknown to 
him ; and the bead of the bay had the char- 
acter of being one of the most dreary and in- 
hospitable of polar coasts. But Rae was 
inured to hardships, and, a first-rate sports- 
man, he had confidence in his own exertions. 
He selected a sheltered site for his winter 
dwelling, near the river, on the northern shore 
leading to the lakes, and here established his 
fishing-stations. Collecting his men, some 
were sent out to bring in stones for building a 
house, others to set nets, to hunt deer, ana to 
gather fuel. The walls were built two feet 
thick, the stones being cemented with mud 
and clay. Squares of glass were fixed in three 
small apertures. As timber was unknown in 
this bleak region, he used the oars and masts 
of bis boats for rafters, stretching over them 
oilcloth and skins for roofing. Deer-skins, 
nailed over a framework of wood, made 
a weather- tight door. The interior of this 
house, to serve for twelve persons through 
eight winter months, was twenty feet long by 
fourteen wide ; seven and a half feet high in 
front, sloping down to five and a hall feet 
behind, xct in these narrow dimensions Rae 
found room for a great part of his stores, and, 
by a partition of oilcloth, secured separate 
quarters for himself, where he worked his 
observations and kept his journal. 

His fishing and hunting proved successful. 
His sporting-book for September showed a 
total of 63 deer, 5 hares, 172 partridges, and 
116 salmon and trout. In the following 
month 69 deer were shot, but the nets pro- 
duced only 22 fish. He was most at a loss 
for fuel. His men brought in a scanty supply 
of withered moss, heather, and the like, ana 
this, being dried in the house, was piled into 
stacks. As the season advanced he built two 
observatories of snow, one fora dip circle, the 
other for an horizontally suspended needle, to 
test the action of the aurora. Snow-houses 
were also built for the dogs, for stores, &o. ; 
and all were connected together by passages 
cut under the frozen snow. 

Early in January the thermometer sank 79° 
below the freezing point ; and even indoors it 
was commonly below zero. 

This, says Rae, “ would not have been un- 
pleasant where there was a fire to warm the 
hands and feet, or even room to move about ; 
but where there was neither the one nor the 
other, some few degrees more heat would have 
been preferable.” 
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Their fuel was so short that they could af- 
ford themselves but one meal a-day, and were 
obliged to discontinue the comfort of a cup of 
tea. Being short of oil also, and darkness 
and cold together being intolerable, they had 
no resource but to pass about fourteen hours 
out of the twenty-four in bed. Rae was worse 
off than his companions ; they could smoke 
at all hours ; but that which was their great- 
est luxury was his greatest annoyance. Hon- 
est Jack’s jerseys and trousers felt, from fro- 
zen moisture, os hard and prickly as any 
integuments of ascetical invention. When 
they went to bed their blankets sparkled with 
hoar-frost ; Rae’s own waistcoat became so 
stiff that he had much ado to get it buttoned. 
When he went to open his books he found 
that the leaves were fast frozen together, the 
damp from the walls having got into them 
before the frost set in ; and every article 
bound with brass or silver burst its fastenings. 
Yet the men were cheerful, enjoyed excellent 
health, and made light of their hardships. 
When one poor fellow got his knee frozen in 
bed he was sorry that it became known, as 
the laugh was turned against him for his effem- 
inacy. Christmas-day they had all 4 ‘ an ex- 
cellent dinner of venison and plum-pudding,” 
and on the 1st of January 44 capital fat veni- 
son-steaks and currant dumplings.” A small 
supply of brandy was served out to drink to 
absent friends ; and on the whole, Rae does 
not think that 44 a happier party could have 
been found in America, large as it is.” 

By the commencement of March deer began 
to migrate to the north, and during this month 
Rae got sledges finished and all preparations 
made for his spring survey. On the 3rd of 
April the thermometer rose above zero for the 
first time since the 12th of December. He 
started on the 4th, taking with him three of 
his men and two Esquimaux ; his luggage 
and provisions being stowed in two sledges, 
each drawn by four dogs. He took no tent, 
os he found it much more convenient to erect 
snow-houses. Those which he built on his 
outward journey served on his way back. In 
these* houses storm and cold were unfelt. On 
one occasion, where there was a stiff gale, 
with the thermometer 21° below zero, he 
says — 4 4 We were as snug and comfortable 
in our snow-hive as if we nad been lodged in 
the best house in England.” 

In this journey he surveyed the whole west- 
ern shore of the sea uptil he reached the 
furthest discovery of Ross to the south. In a 
second journey, made the same spring, he 
traversed the eastern coast till he reached 
Gape Crozier ; from hence be could observe 
the line of coast some miles farther to the 
north — leaving, as he reckoned, not more 
than ten miles of shore to be surveyed up to 
the mouth of the Fury and Hecla Strait : — 
the shortness of his provisions would, how- 


ever, allow him to go no further, nis thor- 
ough exploration of the shores of Committee 
Bay connects the discoveries of Parry on one 
side with those of Ross on the other. 

The ice broke up late in 1847, and it was 
not till the 12th August that the boats were 
launched in open water. Rae safely arrived 
with all his men at York Factory on the 6th 
September : there the good health and high 
condition of the whole party excited unquali- 
fied adm iration . 4 4 By George ! ’ * exclaimed a 

stout corporal in charge of the sappers and 
miners destined to accompany Richardson in 
his boat voyage, 44 1 never saw such a set of 
men.” From none of the parties of Esqui- 
maux Rae met with could he gather any tid- 
ings of Franklin. 

We have dwelt on the particulars of this 
journey — interesting however for their own 
sake — because they support the idea that 
Franklin and his erews, if detained in some 
remote region of thick-ribbed ice, might ndt, 
evon to this date, bo reduced to utter extrem- 
ity for want of food. If Rae, with provisions 
for only four months, could keep his men in 
high condition for fourteen, and could weather 
a winter of great severity almost without fuel, 
with no other shelter than they could erect 
for themselves, and with but scant supplies of 
clothing, it does appear improbable that, with 
the two well-stored ships of Franklin, some 
brave fellows may yet be living, animated by 
the hope that succor will reach them at last. 
In the course of nature the crews would be 
much reduced by death, and the supplies be 
consequently available for a longer period 
than was calculated on. 

While Rae was engaged in this expedition, 
attention was painfully excited in England by 
Franklin’s prolonged absence. The opinion 
of the most experienced arctic navigators was 
that he had pushed to the south-west after 
passing Cape Walker, and had got inextrica- 
bly involved in the ice somewhere south of 
Banks’ Land. Thus Sir E. Parry expressed 
his conviction that the ships were directed to 
the south-west between 100° and 110° W. 
Long. ; Sir James Ross, taking the same view, 
expected the ships would be found about lat. 
73° N. and long. 135° W. ; and Richardson, 
likely to be informed of his old comrade’s 
views, believed that he was blocked up in at- 
tempting, by sailing south-west ot Cape 
Walker, to reach that open Polar Sea, which 
both of them had observed, east and west of 
the Mackenzie river, in their exploration of 
the North American coast. Similar viows 
were expressed before the Committee of 1850. 

The course indicated was that which Frank- 
lin had been expressly directed to take. Sir 
John Barrow, in proposing this voyage to tbo 
Royal Society, had dwelt mainly on theprob- 
abilty of a channel south-west of Cape Walk- 
er, whence — 
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A distance of 300 leagues on a clear sea, keep- 
ing midway between the supposed Banks’ Land 
and the coast of America, would accomplish 
an object which, at intervals during 300 years, 
has engaged the attention of crowned heads, men 
of science, and mercantile bodies, whose expec- 
tations were frequently disappointed but not dis- 
couraged. 

The official instructions to Franklin are, how- 
ever, quite distinct on this point : — 

In proceeding to the westward you will not stop 
to examine any openings either to the northward 
or southward of that strait [Barrow’s] but con- 
tinue to push to the westward without loss of 
time in the latitude of about 74£ till you have 
reached the longitude of that portion of land on 
which Cape Walker is situated, or about 98° 
west. From that point we desire that every ef - 
fort be used to endeavor to penetrate to the south- 
ward and westward in a course os direct towards 
Behring’ Strait os the position and extent of the 
ice, or the existence of land at present unknown, 
may admit. We direct you to this particular 
part of the Polar Sea as affording the best pros- 
pect of accomplishing the passage to the Pacific. 

. . . You are well aware, having yourself 

been one of the intelligent travellers who have 
traversed the American shore of the Polar Sea, 
that the groups of islands that stretch from that 
shore to the northward to a distance not yet 
known, do not extend to the westward further 
than about the 120th degree of western longi- 
tude, and that beyond this and to Behring’s 
Strait no land is visible from the American shore 
of the Polar Sea. 

That the search for this great Beaman and 
his companions might be as complete os pos- 
sible, the government, in 1848, fitted out 
three distinct expeditions — each, however, 
planned on the probability that he had taken 
the route prescribed for him, rather than with 
any special view to Wellington Channel. The 
principal one, under command of Sir James 
Ross, consisting of the Enterprise and Inves- 
tigator, was directed to follow, as far as prac- 
ticable, in the asumed wake of Franklin, pro- 
ceeding direct to Lancaster Sound, and scruti- 
nizing the shores north and south . It was sup- 
posed that one ship might winter near Cape 
Kennel or Cape Walker, and that the other 
might advance to Melville Island. Searching 
parties were to be sent from each vessel in 
the spring, some to explore the neighboring 
coasts, and particularly the unknown sf>ooe 
between Cape Walker and Banks’ Land ; and 
others to cross, if possible, to the ooast of 
North America, and attempt to reach the 
Mackenzie and Coppermine rivers, where Sir 
John Richardson’s aids would meet them. 

To Richardson hod been intrusted the task 
of searching the North American shore be- 
tween the Coppermine and the Mackenzie, and 
of depositing provisions at Fort Good Hope, 
on the latter river, at its mouth, and at Capes 
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Bathurst, Parry, Krusenstern, and Hearne, 
along the coast. 

A third expedition, consisting of the Her- 
ald, Captain Kellet, then employed on a sur- 
vey in the Pacific, and the Plover, under 
Commander Moore, were to penetrate through 
Behrings Strait, taking up positions as far 
north-east as might be consistent with their 
safety, and two whale-boats were to perform 
a coasting voyage to the Mackenzie to meet 
Richardson’s party. 

These arrangements were judicious, but, 
unfortunately mat expedition to which the 
chief service was intrusted was baffled by 
those natural causes which so often, in arctic 
regions, defeat the best-laid plans, and, inex- 
tricably enclosing ships in mighty fields of 
ice, deliver over the most experienced and 
courageous commanders to the mercy of winds 
and currents. 

The vessels of Ross were not able to cross 
the middle ice of Baffin’s Bay till the 20th 
July. He did not reach Cape York, at the 
entrance of Regent’s Inlet, till the 1st Sep- 
tember ; and here he had the mortification to 
find that impenetrable barriers of ice pre- 
vented his approaching the entrance of Wel- 
lington Channel to the north, or Cape Ren- 
nell to the west. He put into Port Leopold 
on the 11th September, and on the following 
day both vessels were fast shut in by the main 
pack of ice closing with the land. He em- 
ployed the winter and spring in all practica- 
ble measures for the discovery and relief of 
Franklin. A house was built at Port Leo- 
pold, and stored with provisions for twelve 
months, in case he might come that way after 
the ships had gone. Exploring parties searched 
both shores of North Somerset, down to Fury 
Point on one side, and Four Rivers Bay on 
the other. 

The open season of 1849 was late. The 
vessels were not released till the 28th August, 
and three days later the ice closed round 
them, and defied every effort made for their 
relief. Helplessly beset, they remained fast 
until they drifted out of Lancaster Sound. 
When they were once more free the 25th of 
September had arrived, and winter had set in 
with rigor. The harbors on the coast were 
already closed against them, and, having done 
all that was possible to contend with adverse 
circumstances, Ross had no resource but to 
return home, thankful to the Providence 
which had so mercifully preserved him when 
all human effi)rt was unavailing. 

It had been his intention, were no tidings 
heard of Franklin by the close of the summer 
1849, to send home the Investigator, continu- 
ing the search through another year in the 
Enterprise alone. The Admiralty appreci- 
ated his zeal, but feared it might jeopardize 
his safety. Early in the spring of 1849 the 
North Star was supplied with stores, and in 
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May sailed for Lancaster Sound, bearing de- 
spatches to Sir James Ross, instructing him 
to keep out both ships, and to make a partic- 
ular examination of Wellington Channel. The 
North Star was not to hazard a winter in the 
ice ; but the unusual severity of the season, 
which had carried Sir James out of Lancaster 
Sound, prevented the North Star from ap- 
proaching it. She wintered in Wolstenholme 
Sound, and hence originated that foolish 
story of the wreck of Franklin’s ships on the 
north shore of Baffin’s Bay, which imposed on 
the credulity of Sir John Ross. The impu- 
dent fabrication is now conclusively exposed.* 

The return of Sir James Ross’ ships at the 
very time when it was supposed the North 
Star would have been in communication with 
them, replenishing them for a prolonged ab- 
sence, excited some very unreasonable dissat- 
isfaction in the minds of a few noisy people. 
Even had it been possible for Sir James to 
winter in some harbor of Baffin’s Bay, it would 
clearly have been unadvisable for him to do 
so, as a fresh expedition from England would 
reach Lancaster Sound by about the time he 
could expect to get released. It is not for 
one unsuccessful adventure to dim the repu- 
tation of this most skilful and gallant officer. 
The arctic and antartic zones equally bear 
witness to his high qualities and acquire- 
ments. If second to any among Polar discov- 
erers, he is second to Parry alone ; and while 
he may justly claim part in the successes of 
that able commander — having sailed with 
him when the Parry Islands were discovered 
— and accompanied him in his wonderful 
journey over the ice towards the Pole — the 
merit is all his own of planting the British flag 
on the magnetic pole, and of discovering an 
antartic continent. 

The other expeditions were more successful 
in fulfilling the parts assigned them. Prepar- 
ations for Richardson’s journey had to be 
made in the summer of 1847. Four boats of 
the most approved construction were built in 
the royal yards ; and, with wise considera- 
tion for the commissariat, Sir John had that 
indespensable article for the arctic voyager, 
pemmican, manufactured under his own eye. 
The reader may not be displeased to see an 
authentic account of its preparation : — 

The round or buttock of beef, of the best qual- 
ity, having been cut into thin steaks, from 
which the flit and membranous parts were pared 

* Captain Inglefleld, in a paper read at the Geo- 
graphical Society November 22d last, giving an 
aooount of his voyage in the Isabel, states that he 
paid a visit to Ominaek, the spot named by Adam 
jtaok as that on which Franklin and his orew had 
been murdered, and satisfied himself, “ beyond all 
doubt, that there was no truth whatever in the 
statement of that reprobate Adam Beck, and that 
no suoh fate as he had related had befallen their 
missing countrymen.’* j 


away, was dried in a malt-kiln over an oak fire 
until its moisture was entirely dissipated, and 
the fibre of the meat became friable. It was 
then ground in a malt-mill, when it resembled 
finely-grated meat Being next mixed with an 
equal quantity of melted beef-suet or lard, the 
preparation of plain pemmican was complete ; 
but to render it more agreeable to the unaccus- 
tomed palate, a proportion of the best Zante 
currants was added to part of it, and part was 
sweetened with sugar. Both these kinds were 
much approved of in the sequel, but more es- 
pecially that to which the Sugar had been 
added. After the ingredients had been well 
incorporated by stirring, they were transferred 
to tin canisters capable of containing 85 lbs. 
each, and having been firmly rammed down, and 
allowed to contract further by cooling, the air 
was completely expelled and excluded by filling 
the canister to the' brim with melted lard, 
through a small hole left in the end, which was 
then covered with a piece of tin and soldered up. 
Finally % the canister was painted and lettered 
aocording to its contents. The total quantity of 
pemmican thus made was 17,424 lbs., at a cost 
of 1«. 7 {d. per lb. . . . As the meat in dry- 

ing loses more than three fourths of its original 
weight, the quantity required was considerable, 
being 35,651 lbs. (reduced by drying to about 
8000 lbs.) and the sudden abstraction of more 
than 1000 rounds of beef from Leadenhall Mar- 
ket occasioned speculation among the dealers, 
and a temporary rise in the price of one penny 
per pound. — Rich., vol. i., 37, 38. 

It is curiously illustrative of the interest 
excited by this expedition, that Richardson 
received numerous advances from volunteers 
desirous of joining him. Among the appli- 
cants he enumerates two clergymen, one 
Welsh justice, several country gentlemen, and 
some scientific foreigners. Rae was associ- 
ated with Richardson. They left Liverpool 
for New York on the 25th of March, 1848, 
taking with them necessary baggage to the 
amount of 4000 lbs. They moved with all 
practicable rapidity. Landing at New York 
on the 10th of April, they arrived at Cumber- 
land House 14th of June, the distance from 
New York being 2850 miles. They found 
their party, which had left England the pre- 
vious year, a fortnight in advance; it had 
been joined by Mr. Bell, chief trader of the 
Hudson ’8 Bay Company, and by sixteen of 
the Company^ voyagers. Their journey down 
the Mackenzie was favorable. On the olst of 
July they reached Point Separation, and here 
a case of pemmican with memoranda was 
buried for the Plover’s boat party. To indi- 
cate the spot to their friends, but conceal it 
from the natives, a fire was lit over the pit ; 
and, os this signal had been agreed on, the 
deposit was readily found by Pullen and his 
men when they arrived in the Plover’s boats 
fourteen months later. From the mouth of the 
Mackenzie, Richardson’s boats turned to the 
east, passed Cape Bathurst on the 11th of 
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August, and soon after rounded Cape Parry. 
The navigation from this point became more 
difficult, the boats having to make way through 
crowded floes of ice. As they approached 
Cape Kruse ns tern, the sea, as far as vision ex- 
tended, was one dense, close pack, with not a 
lane of water perceptible. On the night of 
the 26th of August a severe frost covered the 
sea and ponds with young ice, and glued 
the floes immovably together. Progress 
with the boats could now be made only by 
dragging them over the floes, when the sur- 
face w'as sufficiently smooth, by cutting 
through tongues of ice, and by carrying them 
bodily over flats and points of land. On one 
morning three hours of severe labor only ad- 
vanced them a hundred yards. When about 
a dozen miles from Cape Krusenstern, one 
boat and her cargo had to be left on a rocky 
projection. From the capo itself nothing but 
ice in flrmly compacted floes could be seen, 
and the sorrowful conclusion was forced on Sir 
John that the sea-voyage was at an end. East 
of Cape Parry, says he, only six weeks of 
summer can be reckoned on. All struggled 
forward, however, to Cape Hearne, and, as 
from tliis point the sea was covered with floes, 
and new ice formed rapidly, the abandonment 
of the other boats became inevitable. Rich- 
ardson says : — 

I had hoped that, by conveying the boats and 
stores up the Coppermine river, beyond the 
range of the Eskimos, we could deposite them in 
a place of safety, to be available for a voyage to 
Wollaston Land next summer. But, abandoned 
as they how must be on the coast, we could not 
expect that they would escape the researches of 
the hunting parties who would follow up our 
foot-marks, and who were certain to break up 
the boats to obtain their copper fastenings. 

Preparations fora march to Fort Confidence, 
at the northern extremity of Great Bear Lake, 
were now set about. Packages were made up, 
each man taking with him thirteen days’ pro- 
vision. Six pieces of pemmican and a boat’s 
magazine of powder were buried under a cliff. 
The tents were left standing near the boats, 
and a few useful articles, os hatchets and 
cooking utcasils, were deposited in them for 
the use of the Esquimaux. On the 3rd of 
September — after solemn prayers, in which 
all seemed to join with deep earnestness — 
they started. At the end of tneir day’s march 
some scraps of drift-wood were collected for a 
fire to cook their supper; then, selecting the 
best sleeping-places they could find among 
blocks or basalt, they passed, though the 
weather continued cola, “ a pretty comforta- 
ble night.” In this way Sir John and his 
men journeyed on for twelve days, reaching 
Fort Confidence on the 15th of September : — 

We were imppy to find Mr. Bell and his peo- 
ple well and the buildings much further ad- 


vanced than we hod expected. He had built an 
ample store-house, two houses for the men, and 
a dwelling-house for the officers, consisting of a 
hall, three sleepiug apartments, and store-closet. 
Mr. Bell &Dd Mr. Rae quartered themselves 
with Bruce in the store-room, and I took pos- 
session of my sleeping-room, which was put 
temporarily in order. I could there enjoy the 
luxury of a fire while I was preparing my de- 
spatches for the Admiralty, and writing my do- 
mestic letters. I looked forward to the winter 
without anxiety. 

The main business of the expedition was 
now ended. The men were sent home, and, 
on the 7th of May, 1849, Richardson and Bell 
commenced their journey southwards, leaving 
Rae as the best qualified to make another 
effort to reach Wollaston Land from Cape 
Krusenstern in the summer, with one boat s 
crew of six men. Richardson landed at Liv- 
erpool 6th November, 1849, after an absence 
of nineteen months. Rae’s summer expedi- 
tion of 1849, however, was a failure. On the 
30th of July he arrived at Cape Krusenstern 
from Fort Confidence, but found the channel 
so choked with ice, that it was impossible to 
get a boat through it. He waited at the 
Cape watching the channel for an opening 
until the 23rd of August, when, the sea being 
completely closed by compacted floes, he re- 
luctantly returned by the Coppermine river 
to bis winter-quarters. The boats left the 
previous year had been much damaged by the 
Esquimaux to obtain the iron-work, but the 
tents were uninjured, and the cache of pem- 
mican and ammunition untouched. 

One encouraging fact runs through all these 
explorations of the North American coast — 
and that is, the abundance of animal life to 
be met with. In 1848 the gun of Rae pro- 
cured a constant supply of fresh provisions for 
the whole party. In Richardson's journal we 
read : — 

Aug. 19. Mr. Rae brought in two fine reindeer. 
— Aug. 20. Mr. Rae killed a fine buck reindeer. 
In this quarter a skilful hunter like Mr. Rae 
could supply the whole party with venison without 
any loss of time. — Aug. 24. Many salmon were 
seen. — To the north of Coronation Gulf reindeer 
and musk oxen may be procured by skilful 
hunters. With nets a large quantity of salmon 
and other fish might be captured in Dolphin and 
Union Straits ; with percussion caps we might 
have slain hundred t of teals. 

The experience of Rae, in his exploration of 
Wollaston Land in 1851, is to the like ef- 
fect: — 

7th May. — During the interval between tak- 
ing the observations for time and latitude I shot 
ten hares. These fine animals were very large 
and tame, and several more might have been 
killed, as well as many partridges, hod I thought 
it expedient to follow them. On the 2d June 
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Cape Hearne formed our head-quarters, at which 
lace eleven geese, all in fine condition, were 
illed. On the 9th a large musk-bull was shot, 
and his flesh was found excellent Our princi- 
pal food was geese, partridges, and lemmings. 
The latter, being tat and large, were very tine 
when roasted before the fire or between two 
stones. These little animals were migrating 
northward , and were so numerous that our dogs, 
as they trotted on, killed as many as supported 
them without any other food. 

In his journey of 1849 his party caught as 
many salmon as they could consume, when- 
ever there was a piece of open water large 
enough for setting a net. 

While Rae was anxiously watching the ice- 
choked sea from Cape Krusenstern, Captain 
Kellett in the Herald was discovering land in 
the Polar Sea far north of Behrings Strait, 
and Pullen in the boats of the Plover was 
navigating the coast from Icy Cape to the 
Mackenzie. The Behring’s Strait parties 
were too late to do more than reconnoitre 
their destined course in 1848. The Plover 
arrived on the Asiatic coast only in time to 
select winter-quarters just south of Cape 
Tschukotskoi, outside the strait. The Herald 
went up the strait, visited Kotzebue Sound, 
the appointed rendezvous, and repassed the 
strait, before the Plover arrived. She re- 
turned to South America to winter. 

The Plover got out from her winter-port on 
the 30th Juno, 1848, and in a fortnight 
reached Chamisso Island at the bottom of 
Kotzebue Sound. Here, on the next day, she 
was joined by the Herald, and by the Nancy 
Dawson, the private yacht of Air. Shedden, 
whose name deserves honorable mention in 
every notice of these expeditions. Hearing 
in China of the efforts on behalf of Franklin, 
he at once sailed for Behring’s Strait, putting 
aside his purposed voyage round the globe, to 
join in the search. Unfortunately his death 
prevented him from doing more than show- 
ing his zeal in the cause. The ships left the 
Sound on the 18th Julv, and, taking an east- 
erly course, on the 25th arrived at Wain- 
wright’8 Inlet. Here 

The vast number of walruses that surrounded 
us, keeping up a continual bellowing or grunt- 
ing ; the barking of the innumerable seals — 
the small whales — and the immense flocks of 
ducks continually rising from the water as we 
neared them, warned us of our approach to the 
ice, although the temperature of the sea was still 
high. 

From this point, as the packed ice forbade 
the ships getting farther to the east, the boat 
expedition was despatched on a coasting voy- 
age to the Mackenzie. It consisted of two 
twenty-seven-foot whaleboats, each with a 
crew of six men. Pullen had with him a 
hundred days’ provisions for each man, and 
intimated his intention, should he reach the 


Mackenzie, of proceeding up the river to await 
the instructions of the Admiralty. 

On the day following the departure of the 
boats the ships met with heavily packed ice 
extending from the shore, as far as the eye 
oould reach, from north-west by west to north- 
east. This pock was traced “ for forty 
leagues, made in a series of steps westerly 
and northerly, the westerly being about ten 
or twelve miles, and the northerly twenty.” 
A water-sky was reported north of the pack, 
which, however, was perfectly impenetrable. 
Returning to Wainwright’s Inlet, “ not a 
particle of the ice seen on our former visit re- 
mained.” A boat went ashore, and pur- 
chased from the natives 800 lbs. of reindeer 
meat — as much as the boat would carry — 
for a small quantity of tobacco. More was to 
be had on the same terms. 

On the 17th of August, while cruising 
north of North Cape, packed ice was seen 
from south-south-west to north -north-west, 
five miles distant, and soon after land was 
reported from the mast-head. A group of 
small islands could be distinctly seen, and 
further off a very extensive and high land was 
reported. 

There was a fine, clear atmosphere (such an 
one as can only be seen in this climate), except 
in the direction of this extended land, where the 
clouds rolled in numerous immense masses, occa- 
sionally leaving the very lofty peaks uncapped, 
where oould be distinctly seen columns, pillars, 
and very broken angles on their summits, very 
characteristic of the high headlands in this sea. 
As far as a man can be certain, whd has one 
hundred and thirty'pairs of eyes to assist him, 
and all agreeing, I am certain we have discov- 
ered an extensive land. I think, also, it is more 
than probable that these peaks we saw are a con- 
tinuation of the range of mountains seen by the 
natives off Cape Jakan (coast of Asia), mentioned 
by Baron Wrangel in his Polar voyages. — Kel- 
lett. 

An island was reached, four and a half 
miles one way, by two and a half the other. 
Hero Kellett landed. It was in lat. 71° 
19' N., long. 175° 10' W. It proved a solid 
mass of granite, almost inaccessible on every 
side, and “ literally alive with birds.” “ In- 
numerable black and white divers (common to 
this sea) here found a safe place to deposit 
their eggs and bring up their young.” The 
weather was bad ; and Kellett, fearing he 
might be caught by the pack, made all sail 
for the south-east. As the oommander of the 
Plover had determined to pass his second 
winter in Kotzebue Sound, the Herald sup- 
plied all the Plover’s wants, and on the 29th 
September sailed in company with the yacht, 
and arrived at Mazatlan on the 14th Novem- 
ber, 1849 — the same month in which Rich- 
ardson returned to England from North 
America, and Sir James Ross from Baffin ’sBaj. 
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The accounts so far were discouraging 
enough ; but the Admiralty resolved that the 
search should be renewed — and on a yet 
more extended scale. The ships of Sir James 
Ross were promptly refitted and despatched to 
Behring’s Strait ; the Enterprise commanded 
by Capt. Collinson, and the Investigator by 
M’Clure. They were instructed to sail with 
all speed, so os to pass the strait and reach 
the edge of the ice by the end of August. 
The Plover was to remain out, and be secured 
in a safe harbor as far in advance as practica- 
ble, to serve as a depot for parties from the 
other ships to fall back upon if necessary. 
The Herald, under Capt. Kellett was to be 
sent home, volunteers being reoeived from her 
for the other ships. This expedition left 
Plymouth on the 20th January, 1850. The 
ships communicated with the Herald, and 
Kellett assures the Arctic Committee of 1851, 
that, from a conversation he had with 
M’CTure — 

I am convinced that he will use every endeavor 
to reach Melville Island with his parties, if he 
failed with his ship. Should one of these parties 
reach Melville Islaud, or even the northern shore 
of Ranks’ Land, they will endeavor to get home 
by the east, being a safer route than attempting 
to return to their ships. 

This statement is confirmed by the official 
and private letters of M’Clure. To Sir George 
Back, in particular, he states in a letter of 
July 28, 1850, that he has carle blanche from 
Collinson, and that he is determined to push 
to the eastward to reach 130° W. long., and 
take his chance of wintering in the pock 
wherever he may be caught by the ice. These 
brave commanders had no sooner joined the 
Plover than they earnestly set to work to 
fulfil their mission. M’Clure outsailed Col- 
linson, and was last seen by the Plover 
(August, 1850), in lat. 70 J 44' N. long., 159° 
52* W. M’Clure calculated that he might 
make Rinks’ Land, got to the northward of 
Melville Uland, and perhaps pass to the S.E. 
by Wellington Channel, or some other pas- 
sage, so as to return home at latest in 1853. 
To the Admiralty he says that, should he find 
no navigable channel after pushing ahead for 
two seasons, he intends to desert his vessel on 
the third, and start on foot for Melville Island 
and Leopold Harbor. It is impossible not to 
admire nis energy and daring. But knowing 
how completely the plans of the most able 
and resolute are at the mercy of the seasons in 
those latitudes, we cannot accept his courage 
as a pledge of his success, nor avoid feeling al- 
ready some misgivings for his fate. Capt. Col- 
linson, after penetrating some distance to the 
N. and E. of the strait, repassod it to winter at 
Hong Kong, the Plover being left in reserve at 
Port Clarence, in the strait. The Enterprise 
again quitted Hong Kong in May* 1851, 
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reached Port Clarence, and left that port on 
10th July, to renew her explorations to the 
north-east. 

Lieut. Pullen, with his boats, arrived at 
the mouth of the Mackenzie on the 27th 
August, having made the passage from Wain- 
wright’s Inlet m thirty-three days. The most 
difficult part of the voyage was off Cape 
Bathurst, very heavy hummocky ice being 
met with. “ It was one continued struggle 
from the 25th July to the 5th of August to 
get along that ice, it being so close m, and 
we were cutting all the time.” Portions of 
his examination by the committee are of 
value. 

Capt Beechy : Bid you see any land to the 
northward during your voyage ? — JYo. 

Sir Q. Back : There seems a remarkable 
difference when you were there, and when I was 
with Sir John Franklin, viz., that on the 15th 
August, 1826, there i vas a complete open sea , 
with the exception of one piece of ice to the 
north and west What was its state when you 
were there ? — It was all ice to seaward , and 
along the coast east and west . 

Pullen in his boats ascended the Mackenzie, 
and reached Fort Simpson on the 13th of 
October. Here he wintered, and while on 
his way to York Factory the following spring 
received instructions by express to attempt a 
passage in boats, across the sea to Melville 
Island. He immediately hurried back, and, 
on l>eing supplied with 4500 lbs. of jerked 
venison and peramican by Roe, he descended 
the Mackenzie in one of the Plover’s boats 
and a barge of the Hudson’s Bay Company. 
The season of 1850 proved more severe, how- 
ever, than that of the previous year ; he 
found the sea from the Mackenzie to Cape 
Bathurst covered with unbroken ice, a small 
channel only existing in-shore, through which 
he threaded his way to the vicinity of the 
cape. Failing in finding a passage out to sea 
to the north of Cape Bathurst, he remained in 
its vicinity, watching the ice for an opening, 
until the approach of wintor compelled him 
to return to the Mackenzie. He had reached 
the sea on the 22nd of July, and he did not 
quit it until the 1st of September. As he 
ascended the Mackenzie, ice was driving 
rapidly down. “It was one continued drift 
of ice and heavy snow-storms.” He reached 
Fort Simpson on the 5th October, and arrived 
in England to take the command of the 
North Star, and join in the expedition under 
Sir E. Belcher. 

To conclude here the researches from the 
North American coast — Mr. Roe left Fort 
Confidence, on the Coppermine, April the 
25th, 1851, with four men and three sledges 
drawn by dogs. He reached the coast on the 
1st of May, and found the ice favorable for 
travelling. On the 5th he landed at Douglqs 
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Ibland, and on the Tth gained the opposite 
shore. Traversing it to the east, until he 
reached 110° W. long., where his survey met 
that of Dease and Simpson, he retraced his 
steps, and advanced west until he turned 
Cape Baring, post lat 70°, and long. 117° W. 
From some elevated ground in this neighbor- 
hood high land could be seen to the north, 
but none was visible to the west. He cot 
back to bis provision station on the Kendal 
River upon the 10th June, having travelled 
82*1 geographical or 942 English miles in forty 
days. In this lengthened journey his ar- 
rangements were much the same os during 
his survey of Committee Bay. He slept in 
snow houses, and, as he advanced, buried 
provisions to serve for his return. In the 
month of July and August he explored the 
coast of Victoria Land, east and north, in 
boats. His delineation of the land to Point 
Pelly, on the western shore of Victoria 
Strait, is carefully Jaid down in Arrowsmith’s 
map. That red line, marking every indenta- 
tion of the coast, from the 101st to the 117th 
degree of latitude, accomplished with limited 
means in a single season, is an achievement 
of which any officer might well be proud. 
On this newly discovered coast he met many 
parties of Esquimaux ; but his inquiries os to 
the grand subject were all fruitless. The 
American coast has now been diligently ex- 
amined, from the entrance of Behring’s 
Strait to the head of Hudson's Bay ; and we 
may, therefore, surely conclude that Franklin 
never reached so low a latitude. 

On the side of Baffin's Bay the searoh was 
prosecuted by no less than eleven vessels in 
±850. The expedition under Captain Austin 
consisted of the Resolute and Assistance, with 
their steam-tenders the Pioneer and Intrepid. 
He was instructed that his main object should 
be to reach Melville Island — detaching vessels 
to examine Wellington Channel and the coast 
about Cape Walker, “to which point Sir 
John Franklin was ordered to proceed.” At 
the same time — much having been said about 
the probable advantage of employing old* pro- 
fessional whalesinen — Mr. William Penny, 
long experienced in the northern fishery, was 
empowered by government to purchase two 
small brigs, adapted for the service they 
were to perform. All arrangements were 
left to himself, and he had the choice of his 
own officers. But, clumsily enough, instead 
of distinct objects being assigned him, his in- 
structions were substantially the same as 
those given to Austin. Penny’s ships sailed 
on the 15th April, 1850, and Austins on the 
4th of May following. The Prince Albert 
was purchased and equipped by public sub- 
scription, Lady Franklin being a principal 
contributor. Its special object was to search 
the shores of Boothia Gulf, it being thought 
possible that traces of Franklin might be 


found in that direction, as he was ignorant of 
the complete survey of the bottom of the gulf 
by Rae, and might have imagined that a 
passage thence, os was generally surmised 
when he sailed, led into the Polar $ea. The 
Felix, commanded by Sir John Ross, was 
equipped by subscription, under the auspices 
of the Hudson ’8 Bay Company. An American 
expedition of two schooners, fitted out by Mr. 
Henry Grinnell, of New York, was to pass 
through Lancaster Sound, and push to the 
west. Lastly, the North Star, sent out the 

f ravious year, to recruit the Enterprise and 
nvestigator, remained in the Arctic Sea with 
a large quantity of available stores. These 
vessels, though sailing at different times, were 
all stopped by the middle ice of Baffin's Bay, 
and got through it at nearly the same period. 

The first traces of the missing ships were 
discovered by Captain Ommaney, in the As- 
sistance, at Cape Riley, on 23d August. He 
found sundry pieces of rag, rope, and broken 
bottles, and also the marks of five tent-places. 
This Cape is a point at the oastern entrance 
of Wellington Channel ; about three miles 
west of it rises the bold abrupt coast of Beech- 
ey Island ; and between the shores ofc this 
isle and the mainland lies a bay to which ex- 
traordinary interest is now attached. On its 
coast were observed numerous sledge tracks, 
and at Cupe Spencer, about ten miles from 
Cape Riley, up Wellington Channel, the party 
discovered the ground-place of a tent, the floor 
neatly paved with small smooth stoues. 

Around the tent a number of birds* bones, as 
well as remnants of meat-canisters, led Mr. Pen- 
ny to imagine that it had been inhabited for some 
time as a shooting station and a look-out place, 
for which latter purpose it was admirably chosen, 
commanding a good view of Barrow’s strait and 
Wellington Channel. — Osborn , p. 102. 

Some sledge-tracks led northward for about 
twenty miles, but the trail ceased south of 
Cape Bowden, and an empty bottle and a 
piece of newspaper were the last things found. 
The results of examining Beechey Island must 
be given in more detail. Lieutenant Osborn 
says — 

A long point of land slopes gradually from the 
southern blufis of this now deeply-iuteresting 
island, until it almost connects itself with the 
land of North Devon, forming on either side of it 
two good and commodious bays. On this slope 
a multitude of preserved meat-tins were strewed 
about ; and near them, and on the ridge of the 
slope, a carefully-constructed cairn was discov- 
ered ; it oonsisted of layers of fitted tins, filled 
with gravel, and placed to form a firm and solid 
foundation. Beyond this, and along the north- 
ern shore of Beechey Island, the following traoes 
were then quickly discovered : the embaukment 
of a house, with carpenters* and armorers* work- 
ing-places, washing-tubs, coal-bags, pieces of old 
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clothing, rope — and, lastly, the graves of three 
of the crew of the Erebus and Terror — bearing 
date of the winter of 1845-6. We, therefore , 
now had ascertained the first winter •quarters 
of Sir John Franklin. 

On the eastern slope of the ridge of Beechey 
Island a remnant of a garden (for remnant it 
now only was, having been dug up in the search) 
told an interesting tale ; its neatly-shaped oval 
outline — the border carefully formed of moss 
lichen, poppies, and anemones, transplanted 
from some more genial part of this dreary region 
— contrived still to show symptoms of vitality ; 
but the seeds which doubtless they had sowed in 
the garden had decayed away. Nearer to the 
beach, a heap of cinders and scraps of iron 
showed the armorers* working-place ; and along 
an old water-course, now chained up by frost, 
several tubs, constructed of the ends of salt-meat 
casks, left no doubt as to the washing-places of 
the men of Franklin’s squadron. Happening to 
cross a level piece of ground, which as yet no 
one had lighted upon, I was pleased to see a pair 
of Cashmere gloves laid out to dry, with two 
small stones on the palms to prevent their blow- 
ing away ; they had been there since 1816. I 
took them up carefully, os melancholy memen- 
toes of my missing friends. In another spot a 
flannel was discovered ; and this, together with 
some things lying about, would, in my ignorance 
of wintering in the Arctic regions, have led me 
to suppose that there was considerable haste dis- 
played in the departure of the Erebus and 
Terror from this spot, had not Captain Austin 
assured me that there was nothing to ground 
such a belief upon, and that, from experience, 
he could vouch for these being nothing more than 
the ordinary traces of a winter station ; and this 
opinion was fully borne out by those officers who 
had in the previous year wintered in Port Leo- 
pold, one of them asserting that people left 
winter-quarters too well pleased to escape, to 
oare much for a handful of shavings, an old coal- 
bag, or a washing-tub. This I, from experi- 
ence, now know to be true. — Osborn, pp. 107- 
110 . 

From a number of minute facts, it was not 
difficult to assign the place where the ships 
must have lain through the winter : they were 
so stationed, Osborn says, as to be 

effectually removed from all risk of being swept 
out of the bay — which, by the by, from the fact 
of the enclosed area being many times broader 
than the entrance of Erebus and Terror Bay, 
was about as probable as any stout gentleman 
being blown out of a house through the keyhole. 

The most interesting traces of winter resi- 
dence were the graves of Franklin’s three sea- 
men. The following description is in all re- 
spects creditable to Mr. Osborn : — 

The graves, like all that English seamen con- 
struct, were scrupulously neat Go where you 
will over the globe’s surface — afar in the east, 
or afar in the west, down among the coral- 
girded isles of the South Sea, or here, where the 
grim North frowns oh the sailor’s grave — you 


will always find it alike ; it is the monument 
raised by rough hands but affectionate hearts 
over the last home of their messmate ; it breathes 
of the quiet churchyard in some of England’s 
many nooks, where each had formed his idea of 
what was due to departed worth ; and the orna- 
ments that Nature decks herself with, even in 
the desolation of the frozen zone, were carefully 
culled to mark the dead seaman’s home. The 
good taste of the officers had prevented the gen- 
eral simplicity of an oaken head and foot board 
to each of the three graves being marred by any 
long and childish epitaphs, or the doggrel of a 
lower-deck poet, and the three inscriptions were 
as follows : — 

“ Sacred to the memory tff J. Torrington, who 
departed this life January 1st, 1846, on board 
of H. M. S. Terror, aged 20 years.” 

“ Sacred to the memory of Wm. Braine, R. M., 
of H. M. S. Erebus, died April 3d, 1846, aged 
82 years. Choose ye this day whom ye will 
serve. — Josh. xxiv. 15.” 

“ Sacred to the memory of J. Hartwell, A. B., 
of H. M. S. Erebus, died January 4th, 1846, 
aged 25 years. Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, 
consider your ways. — Haggai i. 7.” 

I thought I traced in the epitaphs over the 
graves of the men from the Erebus the manly 
and Christian spirit of Franklin. In the true 
spirit of chivalry, he, their captain and leader, 
led them amidst dangers and unknown difficulties 
with iron will stamped upon his brow, but the 
words of meekness, gentleness, and truth were 
his device. — Ibid., p. 111. 

With this discovery the work of the ships 
for the season may be said to have closed. 
Wellington Channel, as far as vision extended, 
presented a continuous sheet of ice, much of 
it, as we learn from Dr. Sutherland and other 
experienced persons, appearing “to be at 
least three years old.” (ii. 124.) In mid- 
channel of Barrow’s Strait, at the same time 
(Aug. 25), the pack was seen to westward, 
but 

the sea was os smooth as oil ; and thousands of 
seals, in which one could distinguish three 
species — the ocean or Greenland seal, the 
bearded seal, and the common seal — were seen 
taking their pastime in the water. White whales 
were also seen in great abundance. — Suth., i. 
293. 

Osborn also dwells upon the enormous shoals 
of white whales — the water appearing as if 
filled with them ; he states that eleven bears 
were seen, and that large flights of wild fowl 
came down Wellington Channel. By the 
middle of September Austin’s ships were fast 
fixed in the ice, in the channel between Grif- 
fith’s Island and Cornwallis Land, and here 
they were secured as well as might be for the 
winter. Penny made his ships fast in As- 
sistance Harbor, on the south coast of Corn- 
wallis Land, about 20 miles east of Austin’s 
station ; and herb, also, Sir John Ross, in the 
Felix, wintered. 
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The other ships turned homewards. The 
North Star left her winter-quarters in Wol- 
stenholme Sound on the 3rd of August, and 
reached Port Leopold on the 12th. Being 
unable, however, from the ice, to land her 
stores there, she deposited them at Admiralty 
Inlet, where, as we have seen, Sir E. Belcher 
was unable to find any trace of them. 

The American expedition made a most sin- 
gular sweep. Lieut, do Haven parted com- 
pany with the other searching vessels on the 
13th of September, off Griffith’s Island. But 
the frost had already set in, and, snow having 
fallen, the sea was covered with a tenacious 
ooating through which it was impossible for 
the vessels to force their way. As the ice 
about them thickened they became entirely 
at the mercy of the winds and currents. To 
the astonishment of all on board, they were 
carried directly up Wellington Channel. 
Here, drifting about as the wind varied, they 
came, on the 22nd of September, in sight of 
that island which in our charts is named 
Baillie Hamilton. To the north-west was 
distinctly seen the cloud of “ frost-smoke,* * 
indicative of open water, and signs of animal 
life became more abundant. For the remain- 
der of September the vessels were nearly 
stationary ; — throughout October and No- 
vember again they were drifted to and fro by 
the changing wind, but never passing out of 
Wellington Channel. On the 1st of Novem- 
ber the now ice was upwards of three feet 
thick. 

Still frequent breaks would occur in it often 
in fearful proximity to the vessels. Hum- 
mocks, consisting of massive granite-like blocks, 
would be thrown up to the height of twenty and 
even thirty feet. This action in the ice was 
accompanied with a variety of sounds impossible 
to be described, but which never failed to carry 
a feeling of awe into the stoutest hearts. — De 
Haven't Report . 

By the beginning of December the ships were 
carried down the Channel, and entered Lan- 
caster Sound. Westerly winds now prevail- 
ing, the vast field of ice, with the imprisoned 
ships, slowly drifted to the mouth of the 
Sound. In January they were fairly launched 
in Baffin’s Bay, and a steady drift commenced 
to the southward, the vessels being carried 
along with the whole vast body of ice. On 
the 19th of May, Cape Serle was descried, 
being the first land seen for four months ; a 
few days later Cape Walsingham was visible, 
apd the ships passed out of the Arctio zone. 
On the 6th of June, the whole immense floe 
in which they had been inextricably locked 
for nearly nine months was rent in all direc- 
tions, without violence or noise, leaving not 
a piece exceeding 100 yards in diameter. 
Thenceforth the vessels were free, and in due 
time safely reached New York. During the 


winter, the occupations and amusements most 
suitable for preserving the crews in health 
had been persevered in — but sledges and 
boats with stores were always ready in case 
of accident, each man being furnished with a 
bundle of clothes which he could catch up at 
a moment’s notice. 

From this extraordinary sweep we must 
conclude that the barrier of ice across Wel- 
lington Channel, .apparently fixed firmly to 
the land on either side, was really in continual 
motion. It seems to have been obedient to 
the wind rather than to any settled current 
Of these facts our ships, safe in their winter- 
quarters, were entirely ignorant ; and when, 
so late as the 12th of August in the following 
season, they still saw the entrance of the 
Channel firmly closed against them by solid 
ice, we cannot feel surprised at their sup- 
posing it to have remained unmoved since the 
first day of their arrival. Here the principal 
business of the winter was preparation for the 
spring journeys. Amusements were not neg- 
lected ; there were plays and masquerades ; 
the general health of all the men was good ; 
and we have more than one admission that 
throughout the long winter “ hardships there 
were none.” 

The arrangements for the sledging parties 
were in both expeditions very complete. 
Every provision was made for the health and 
comfort of the men, and whoever glances into 
the blue-books will acknowledge that Austin 
most thoroughly fulfilled the duties of a skilful 
and humane commander. By an arrange- 
ment with Penny, made as early as 17th 
October, 1850, the latter undertook the com- 
plete “ search of Wellington Strait,” while 
Austin’s detachments were to examine the 
shores north and south of Barrow’s Strait. 
The ooasts newly explored by these parties 
are laid down in the charts of Arrowsmith 
and the Admiralty. We confine our notice 
to the three routes which it seemed most 
likely Franklin might have taken : — to the 
west by Melville Iriand, to the south-west by 
Cape Walker, and to the north-west by Wel- 
lington Channel. 

Of all Austin’s parties, that under Lieu- 
tenant M’Clintock was most ably and success- 
fully conducted. He left the ships on Hie 
15th of April, and, taking a course due west, 
reached Point Griffith on the eastern shore of 
Melville Island on the 11th of May. On the 
21st he sighted Winter Harbor, but there 
being neither Bhips, tents, nor any sign of 
human habitation to be seen, he deferred any 
close scrutiny of it until his return. By the 
27th of May he had reached Cape Dundas at 
the western extremity of Melville Island, and 
on the following day, ascending a high cliff, 
made out the coast of Banks’ Land. 

Its eastern extreme was indistinct ; but its 
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western extreme terminated abruptly. Banks' 
Land appears to be very lofty, with steep cliffs 
and large ravines, as about Cape Dundas. I 
could make out the ravines ana snow-patches 
distinctly with my glass. — JlTClintock’s Rt- 
port. 

To the north of Banks’ Land, at a distance 
from it of about seventy miles, he discovered 
a range of land apparently running nearly 
duo west. “This does not present steep 
cliffs, but a bold and deeply indented coast ; 
the land rising to the interior, and intersected 
by valleys rather than ravines.” The sea he 
imagined to continue to the westward. Fol- 
lowing the coast of Melville Island to the 
north-east, he entered Liddon Gulf, and here 
Baw fragments of coal of good quality. Leav- 
ing the shore, he crossed the Gulf to gain 
Bushman Cove, where Parry, in his journey 
ftcrpss the island in 1820, had left the “ strong 
but light cart,” in which he had carried his 
tent and stores. On the 1st of June M’Clin- 
tock reached the west point of the Cove, and, 
leaving two men to prepare supper, he com- 
menced a search with four others for Parry’s 
encampment of the 11th of June, 1820 : — 

On reaching the ravine leading into the cove, 
we spread across, and walked up, and easily 
fbund the encampment, although the pole hod 
fallen down. The very accurate report pub- 
lished of his journey saved us much labor in 
finding the tin cylinder and ammunition. The 
crevices between the stones piled over them were 
filled with ice and snow ; the powder completely 
destroyed, and cylinder eaten through with rust, 
nnd filled with ice. From the extreme difficulty 
of descending into such a ravine with any 
vehicle, I supposed that the most direct route 
where all seemed equally bad was selected, 
therefore sent the men directly up the northern 
bank in search of the wheels which were left 
where the cart broke down. They fortunately 
found them at once ; erected a cairn about the 
remains of the wall built to shelter the tent ; 
placed a record on it in one tin case within an- 
other. We then collected a few relics of our 
predecessors, and returned with the remains of 
the cart to our encampment. An excellent fire 
hod been made with willow stems, and upon 
this a kettle, containing Parry’s cylinder, was 
placed. As soon os the ice was thawed out of it, 
the record it contained was carefully taken out. 

I could only just distinguish the date. Had it 
been in a better state of preservation I would 
have restored it to its lonely position. — Ibid. 

As the weather was misty, M’Clintock did 
not explore the head of the gulf, but struck 
directly across the land for Winter Harbor. 
It was evident that no one had visited the 
place since Parry’s departure in 1820. The 
inscription cut upon the face of the sandstone 
rook by Mr. Fisher appeared quite fresh. A 
hare, discovered at the foot of this rock, was 
so tame that she entered the tent, and would 
almost allow the men to touch her. 
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I have never seen any animal in its natural 
state so perfectly fearless of man ; and there 
cannot be a more convincing proof that our miss- 
ing countrymen have not been here. A ptarmi- 
gan alighted on the rock, and was shot, without 
in the least disturbing puss as she sat beneath 
it. — Ibid. 

On the 6th of June M’Clintock left Winter 
Harbor, and reached the ships on the 4th of 
July. ^ The latter part of his journey was 
fatiguing, from the extensive pools of water 
in the ice, but all his men arrived in excellent 
health and spirits. He was out 80 days, and 
hud travelled 770 miles. Several reindeer, 
musk-oxen, and bears were shot, besides 
numerous birds — and the food thus obtained 
was of very material importance to the peo- 

{ )le. This journey made it certain that Frank- 
ie had not passed west of the Parry Islands. 

The expedition under Captain* Ommaney 
and Lieut. Osborn south-west of Cape Walker 
determined nothing. The cape was found to 
be the north-eastern extremity of an island, 
‘separated from the continent by a narrow 
channel. Beyond the cape the coast swept 
round to the south, until interrupted by a bay 
about 20 miles wide. While Ommaney pro- 
ceeded to examine the shores of this bay Os- 
born struck across it, and making the land 
again, which still trended southerly, he fol- 
lowed it some miles further, and then travelled 
a few miles across the sea to the west. But, 
after a short journey, finding the ice exceed- 
ingly hummocky, he retraced his steps. From 
his farthest point he saw a continuation of 
land to the south, but could perceive neither 
land nor loom of land to the west or south- 
west. As the weather was clear, and he had 
a good spy-glass, and as, moreover, he had ad- 
vanced westward fifteen miles from the coast, 
his view must have extended a considerable 
distance. Both Ommaney and Osborn are 
clear that the coast they traversed could 
never be navigable for ships. Shoals extended 
for a considerable distance into the sea ; the 
water, to the depth of several feet in-shore, 
was frozen to the bottom, and enormous 
masses of ice were thrown up on the floe by 
pressure, and grounded on the strand. But 
the question is — not whether that particular 
coast was navigable, but — whether there was 
any reason to suppose that a navigable sea 
existed between the shore they followed to the 
south, and the nearest coast to the west yet 
discovered (Banks’ Land) — a distance of 200 
miles at least. Lieut. Osborn had never 
been among ice before ; with more experience 
he would have known that the enormous 
blocks be saw aground and on the floe surely 
indicated motion at some time. It is common 
enough to find coasts fast bound with ice, 
even in the open season, while open water 
exisits some miles off. Thus Parry tells us 
that he found Prince Leobold’s Islands “ en- 
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cumbered with ice to the distance of four or 
five miles all round them, while the strait 
was generally as clear and navigable as any 
part of the Atlantic.” Before the last Com- 
mittee, M’Clintock stated that there was no 
appearance of the sea being navigable west 
or Melville Island — and then followed some 
questions by Parry : — 

Sir E. Parry. — Does that remark apply to 
the whole of the ice to the southward of Melville 
Island ? M ’ Clintoclc . — No. Parry. — State 
whereabouts in your opinion it was likely to be 
navigable to the south of Melville Island. 
M'Clintock. — I think to the east of Winter 
Harbor. Parry. — Then you think a ship could 
probably get to the southward and westward 
more easily to the eastward of Winter Harbor, 
than by going on to the west part of Melville 
Island i M'Clintock. — Yes. 

When Parry himself was off the east end 
of Melville Island, he found his soundings 
uniformly increase as he went to the south. 
“ In standing to the southward, we had grad- 
ually deepened the soundings to 105 fathoms.” 
Here is proof of deep water in the direction 
Franklin was ordered to take; nor is there 
any evidence to show that there may not be, 
at certain seasons, a navigable sea to the 
south, which may lead, as M’Clintock sup- 
poses, far to the west of the Parry group. 

Of Penny's parties one followed the west- 
ern and the otner the eastern side of Wel- 
lington Channel, until both were stopped by 
reaching open water. Captain Stewart, on 
the east, or rather north side of the channel, 
reached Cape Becher 30th May ; from hence 
he could see water washing the land all 
along, with much broke-up ice in the offing. 
Air. Goodsir, on the opposite shore, first saw 
open water from Disappointment Bay on the 
20th of May. To the west an open channel 
appeared. Penny himself, traversing the 
channel from south to north, reached the 
islands which divide the strait into three nar- 
row channels. From Point Surprise, on the 
north of Buillie Hamilton island, he beheld a 
vast expanse of open water, and here, he tells j 
us, “ the expression that escaped me was,j 
‘ No one will ever reach Sir Jonn Franklin ; 
here we are, and no traces are to be found ;’ 
so we returned to the sledges very much dis- 
appointed.” ( Sulh . ii. 132.) Determining 
to prosecute the search further in a boat, ho 
returned to the ships with all speed, and suc- 
ceeded in getting a boat to the edge of the 
water by the 17th of June, but a succession 
of contrary gales prevented him after all from 
getting further than Baring Island — though 
there was open water to the north-west. He 
got back to his ships on the 25th of July. 

Towards the close of June the ice in Bar- 
row’s Strait broke up. Mr. Stewart, under 
date of the 27th, writes : — “I went to the 


land, and ascended the hill, and then saw 
that the ice in Barrow’s Strait was all adrift 
and broken up, to the utmost limits of vision 
assisted by a telescope.” On the 10th of 
July, as we learn from Osborn — 

Not a particle of ice was to be seen east or 
west in Harrow’s Strait, except between Grif- 
fith’s Island and Cape Martyr, where, some ten 
miles from the water, and in the centre of a fixed 
floe, our unlucky squadron was jammed. Every- 
where else a clear sea spread itself, sparkling and 
breaking under a fresh southerly breeze. 

Surely this must have taught our young lieu- 
tenant that it was very possible for a naviga- 
ble sea to exist, at some miles’ distance from 
an ice-bouud coast. It was August before 
the ships were free. Captain Austin then 
addressed an official note to Penny, distinctly 
asking “ whether you consider that the search 
of Wellington Strait, made by the expedition 
under your charge, is so far satisfactory as to 
render a further prosecution in that direc- 
tion , i f practicable , unnecessary ?” The reply 
was — 

Assistance Bay, 11th August, 1851. 

Sib — Your question is easily answered. My 
opinion is, Wellington Chanuel requires no 
further search. All has been done in the power 
of man to accomplish, and no trace has been 
found. What else can be done ? I have, &c. 

William Penny. 

The following day Penny put to sea. The 
entrance of Wellington Channel was then full 
of heavy ice, nor did there appear any proba- 
bility that it would break up that season. 
Penny states that he now determined to get 
home before the other ships. 

When I saw Sir John Ross taken in tow by 
Captain Austin, from this moment I was deter- 
mined I should go home before him, and had 
great cause to be satisfied with the decision, for 
I had every reason to suppose that disrepute 
would be thrown upon what we had done, and I 
told this to my officers. — Penny's Evidence. 

Pushing forward with all speed, Penny ar- 
rived in London on the 12th of September. 
Austin's ships explored the entrances of Jones 1 
Sound and smith’s Sound, and did not reach 
home for a fortnight or three weeks later. 
In the mean time Mr. Penny addressed a letter 
to the Admiralty, asserting his conviction 
that the missing expedition had gone up 
Wellington Channel, and that 14 its course 
should be therein followed with the utmost 
energy, determination, and despatch.” This 
suggestion was so contrary to the spirit of 
his note to Austin on the 11th of August, 
that he was called on by the Admiralty to 
transmit a copy of his official correspondence. 
In place of doing so, he made statements to 
the effect that he had entreated Captain 
Austin to give him a steamer to make an 


Digitized by ^ooQle 


SEARCH FOR SIR 

effort to get up Wellington Channel, and 
that his lust words to Austin were, “Go up 
Wellington Channel, sir, and you will do 
good service to the cause.” As t^e result 
' of these, and other statements of a like kind, 
a committee of Arctic officers was appointed 
to inquire into the circumstances. They 
properly come to the conclusion that Captain 
Austin could put only one construction on 
Mr. Penny's letters, and would not have been 
justified in commencing a fresh search in a 
direction concerning which he naturally con- 
sidered himself to have received the most au- 
thentic information. 

At the time when open water was dis- 
covered high up Wellington Channel the sea 
in every other direction* was covered with 
solid ice. The fact is remarkable, whatever 
conclusion may be drawn from it. The 
prevalent opinion seems to be that Franklin, 
noving learnt at his winter-quarters the ex- 
istence of this open water, thenceforth di- 
rected all his energies to meet it, and suc- 
ceeded in the attempt. There are, however, 
not inconsiderable difficulties in the way of 
this supposition. Be it conceded that in the 
summer of 1846 Franklin found the entrance 
of the channel open, and knew of the sea 
beyond it, does it follow, as matter of cer- 
tainty, that he would take that course ? The 
mere foot of a prospect of open water to the 
north might not appear to him of much im- 
portance, os it is commonly found throughout 
the winter at the head of Baffin's Bay and 
in gulfs on the coast of Greenland, where the I 
tide, as in Wellington Channel, runs high 
and jets strongly. We know that Sir John 
Barrow warned Franklin and his officers 
against attempting Wellington Channel — 
not because it might be closed, but because, 

as for os experience went, it was always entirely 
free from ice — no one venturing to conjecture 
to what extent it might go, or into what diffi- 
culties it might lead. — Mangles, 87, 38. 

We have seen what his Instructions were ; 
and Richardson observes : — 

It is admitted by all who are intimately ac- 
quainted with Sir John Franklin, that his first 
endeavor would be to act up to the letter of his 
Instructions. 

Sir F. Beaufort says, “ He was not a man 
to treat his orders with levity;” and such is 
the testimony of all the important witnesses. 
It is only on the supposition that Franklin 
found it impossible to penetrate to the south- 
west that any of his friends imagine he 
might have tried Wellington Channel. 

Setting aside all gossiping communication, 
usually a fertile source of error, and oftener 
supplied by imagination than by memory, 
we are not without decisive evidence of 
Ciaoklin’8 real opinion. In the diary of 
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Fitzjames there is, under date of June 6, 
1845, one very remarkable passage : — 

At dinner to-day Sir John gave us a pleasant 
account of his expectations of being able to get 
through the ice on the coast of America, and his 
disbelief in the idea that there is open sea to the 
northward . He also said he believed it possible 
to reach the pole over the ice by wintering at 
Spitsbergen, and going in the spring, before the 
ice broke up and drifted to the south, as it did 
with Parry on it — Mangles, 78. 

To our miud these words are conclusive as 
to Franklin 8 hopes and intentions. In his 
second journey to the Mackenzie river, 1825-G, 
he himself writes that from the summit of 
Garry Island 

the sea appeared in all its majesty, entirely free 
from ice, and without any visible obstruction to 
its navigation ; and never was a prospect more 
gratifying than that which lay open to us. 

Then he bad ardently wished for a ship in 
which he could leave that shallow shore, and 
steer direct for Behring's Strait. It was this 
sea which he was instructed to reach, and 
which there seemed every probability of his. 
reaching by pushing to the south-west between 
100° and 110° W. long. It was greatly in 
favor of his attempting this passage that, even 
should he meet with obstructions, he might 
reasonably hope to reach the North American 
shore by boats, or by a jourhoy across the ice, 
and thus connect the discoveries of Parry with 
his own. 

Fairly stated the case stands thus : — On the 
supposition that he ascended the Channel, we 
must suppose either that he disobeyed the Ad- 
miralty orders (which all who know him agree 
he would not do), or that he tried to penetrate 
to the south-west before he entered his winter 
harbor or immediately on quitting it. Could 
he have made the attempt in 1845 ? He left 
Disco Island on the 12th July, and at the close 
of that month was struggling with the middle 
ice in Baffin's Bay. He had himself, as we 
learn from Fitzjomes, a perfect knowledge of 
the difficulty there would do in getting to Lan- 
caster Sound : — 

Parry was fortunate enough, in his first 
vpyage, to sail right across in nine or ten days 
— a thing unheard of before or since. In liis 
next voyage he was fifty-four days ^toiling 
through fields of ice, and did not get in till Sep- 
tember — yet Lancaster Sound is the point we 
look to as the beginning of our work . 

Now, progress from Disco Island to Lanoas-, 
ter Sound took Ross (Sir John) in his firsti 
voyage from 17th June to 30th August. Sis 
James Roes, in 1848, was from 20th July to 20th 
August, struggling through the middle ice* 
and did not reach Cape Yorke till 1st Septem- 
ber. Penny's ships were at Disco Island May 
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3rd, 1850, and did not reach Beechey Island 
till 26th August. To make the same distance 
took Mr. Kennedy, in 1851, from the com- 
mencement of July till the 4th September, 
and Sir E. Belcher, in the remarkably open 
season of 1852, from June 12th to August 11th. 
It is not probable that Franklin could have 
reached Barrow’s Strait until the end of 
August or beginning of September ; and it is 
hardly conceivable that he could that season 
have satisfied himself that there was no pas- 
sage to the south-west — more especially as 
he must have taken up his station early, and 
before young ice began to form. 

Shall we suppose, then, that, on getting 
out of harbor, he advanced to the south-west, 
and, baffled in his efforts, returned to Welling- 
ton Channel ? The absence o# any signals on 
the shore either way must go far to negative 
the idea ; and it is more than doubtful 
whether the two months of an Arctic summer 
would suffice for such on exploration. Wel- 
lington Channel is intricate, and, for ships of 
the size of the Erebus and Terror, would re- 
quire great caution. Penny states that — 

the fearful rate the tide runs (not less than six 
'knots) through the sounds that divide the Chan- 
nel renders it dangerous even for a boat, much 
more so a ship , unless clear of ice, which, from 
the appearance of the ice here, will not be clear 
this season. 

The experienced Abcrnethy says : — 

Wellington Strait is a dangerous navigable 
passage, the ice flowing about with the tide. It 
would not be safe for a ship to go up there. 

Lieut. Aldrich conoeived there must be “ vast 
difficulty in navigating the Strait and 
Captain Austin observes that the navigation 
Of the Channel must be “ very critical, as all 
narrow straits in icy seas are.” We do not 
quote these statements as evidence that the 
Strait cannot be navigated, for Sir E. Beloher 
has settled that question ; but to prove how 
unlikely it is that the Channel could be 
passed through rapidly. On the supposition 
that Franklin went up it, how are we to 
account for the absence of cairns or flag- 
staff), which would show he had visited, or 
taken possession of, the newly-found land? 
— for no shores have been so minutely ex- 
plored as these. 

In our total ignorance of the geography of 
that region which Franklin was directed to 
examine, it would be rash to speculate on 
the difficulties into which an opening to the 
south-west might lead. Before Lancaster 
Sound was explored no one could have sup- 
posed that it would open out so many intric- 
ate channels, or display that intermingling 
of land and sea on either side north ana 
south, which the skill of our best naviga- 
tors for the last thirty years has failed to 


make more than imperfectly known. Frank- 
lin’s ships may have been, as the Fury was, 
forced ashore in some narrow, ice-choked 
channel lar to the west, or they may have 
been caught in the bottom of some gulf from 
which they have been unable to escape. 
Between him and the American continent 
there may be mountainous land, and immense 
fields of that peculiar sharp-pointed ice which 
Kellett says it would%be impossible to traverse 
by any exertion or contrivance. He describes 
it as 

very much broken, or rough, with pinnacles of 
considerable height. Travelling over it for any 
distance is, I should say, impossible ; many of 
the floes are nearly covered with water, the 
mirage from which distorted objects in the most 
extraordinary way. 


In the same way Pullen gives it as iiis 
opinion that there would be no possibility of 
reaching the North American coast across the 
heavy hummocky ioe he saw to the north. 
We are constrained, indeed, to admit that the 
fact of no trace of Franklin having as yet 
been found furnishes a strong presumption 
that he is no longer in existence ; but we say 
that that fact alone is not stronger against his 
having taken a south-west than a north-west 
course, as the one might have led him into as 
great peril as the other, and as completely 
nave deprived him of the possibility or com- 
municating with any point where he might 
hope for assistance. 


We ore not ignorant of what maybe urged 
on the other side ; that the most experienced 
Arctic navigators hug the northern shore ; 
that — in spite of the evidence of Dr. Suther- 
land and otners as to the usually later break- 
ing up of the ice in Wellington Channel — 
Franklin might have met with an impenetra- 
ble barrier of ice to the west, while the 
entrance of that channel was open ;• and that 
Parry in his first voyage in vain attempted to 
find an opening in the ice to the south. Our 
argument is not that Franklin must have 
taken any one particular course, but only 
that, so long as the space between 104° and 
116° W. long is unexplored, it cannot be said 
that Franklin has been fairly sought in the 
direction he was ordered to pursue. 

The search was maintained by one vessel 
only in the following year. The Prince 
Albert, which returned home in 1850, after 
her unsuccessful cruise, was refitted, and 
sailed early in 1851, under command of Mr. 
William Kennedy, who has published a short 
and sensible narrative of his voyage. M. 
Bellot, a lieutenant in the French navy, 


* Dr. Sutherland, when asked by Sir E. Parry, 
whether it was his opinion that the ioe broke up 
sooner in the direction of Cape Walker than at tho 
entrance of Wellington Channel, replied, Yes ; 
two months sooner.’* 
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joined as a volunteer, and his generous ardor ! 
and lively spirits seem to have contributed j 
greatly to toe efficiency of the expedition. 
Kennedy wintered at Batty Bay, on the west 
side of Regent's Inlet. In his spring journey 
of 1852 he showed what it was m tne power 
of a really intrepid traveller to accomplish. 
Following the coast to the south, he found a 
channel in Brentford Bay leading westward. 
Traversing this channel he came again upon 
the sea, thus proving North Somerset to be a 
large island. On his right, to the north, 
the land appeared continuous. By Lieut. 
Browne's examination of Peel's Sound (or 
Ommaney Inlet) from Barrow's Strait, we 
were led to suppose that it wus only a gulf, 
which would so far correspond with Mr. Ken- 
nedy's observation. As an open sea appeared 
to the south, it is not unreasonably conjectured 
that it may be continued to the Victoria 
Strait of Roe ; in that case the narrow chan- 
nel of Brentford Bay would prove that at 
least one south-west passage existed. Con- 
tinuing his course nearly west, until he passed 
1(XP west long., he turned to the north, 
struck the sea at that point reached by Capt. 
Ommaney in exploring the bay which bears 
his name, then turned to the east and to the 
north till he reached Cape Walker, returning 
to his ship by the north shore of North Som- 
erset, havipg successfully performed a journey 
of eleven hundred miles, and been absent from 
the ship for ninety-seven days ! During the 
whole time they knew no other shelter than 
the snow-houses they threw up at each rest- 
ing-place. 

in his modest narrative Mr. Kennedy de- 
scribes the general order of his arrangements. 
Ilis party, including M. Bellot and himself, 
consisted of six persons. Their luggage and 
stores were borne on sleighs made after the 
Indian fashion, five Esquimaux dogs very 
materially assisting in their draught. With- 
out the aid, indeed, of these much-enduring 
animals so long a journey could scarcely have 
been performed ; and, as nothing came amiss 
to them in the way of food, it being found 
that 44 they throve wonderfully on old leather 
shoes and fag-ends of buflalo-robes," the 
sleighs were not much burdened by care for 
their provision. With a little practice all 
hands became expert in the erection of snow- 
houses, which presented 

a dome-shaped structure, out of which you have 
only to cut a small hole for a door, to find your- 
self within a very light, comfortable-looking bee- 
hive on a large scale, in which you can bid de- 
fiance to wind and weather. Any chinks between 
the blocks are filled up with loose snow with the 
hand from the outside ; as these are best de- 
tected from within, a man is usually sent in to 
drive a thin rod through the spot where he dis- 
covers a chink, which is immediately plastered 
over by some one from without, till the whole 
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house iB as air-tight as an egg. — Narrative, 
78, 79. 

As respects their provision, they were 
materially indebted to the old treasures of the 
Fury, which they found 44 not only in the best 
preservation, but much superior in quality, 
after thirty years of exposure to the weather, 
to some of our own stores and those supplied 
to the other Arctic expeditions." * While 
travelling they had a cup of hot tea night and 
morning — “a luxury they would not have 
exchanged for the mines of Ophir." A gill 
and a half of spirits of wine boiled a pint of 
water. When detained by bad weather they 
had but one meal daily, and took ico with 
their biscuit and pemmican to save fuel. On 
the 15th of May they reached Whaler Point, 
and here stopped a week to recruit ; all suf- 
fering much from scurvy. At this early 
period Regent’s Inlet and Barrow's Strait 
were free From ice as far as the eye could 
reach. In a notice left at Whaler Point it 
was said 4 4 Cape Walker was carefully ex- 
amined, but bore no evidence whatever of its 
having been visited by Europeans." Now, as 
the large cairns, formed by the parties of 
Ommaney and Osborn the previous spring, 
could thus be overlooked, might not signals 
erected by Franklin have been equally uadis- 
tinguishable amid the deep snow which en- 
veloped this bleak and rugged coast ? - 

By the 30th of May the travellers were back 
at Batty Bay, where all had gone on well ; 
but it was not until the 6th of August that 
the ship, by sawing and blasting, could be 
got clear of the ice. On the 19th of August 
Kennedy reached Beechey Island, where he 
had the satisfaction of finding the North 
Star engaged in sawing into winter-quarters. 
The expedition of Sir E. Belcher — consisting 
of the two brigs and their attendant steamers 
previously commanded by Austin, with the 
North Star as a depot-ship — had left the 
Thames on the 21st of April, and arrived at 
Beechey Island on the 10th of August. The 
season was remarkably open ; Wellington 
Channel and Barrow Strait were equally clear 
of ice ; on the 14th of August Sir E. Belcher 
(with a ship and a steamer) stood up the 
Channel, and the following day Captain Kel- 
lett (with the other brig and steamer) sailed 
in open water for MelvHle Island. From the 
North Star Mr. Kennedy received despatches 
for England, lie would gladly have remained 
out another season, but, as his men were 

•On a strict and careful surrey, made last July, 
of the presorved meats, 10,570 lbs., in tin canis- 
ters, supplied to the Plover, they were found “ in 
a pulpy, deoayed, and putrid state, totally unfit 
for men's food." The whole were thrown into tho 
sea, as a nnisance. It is mnoh to be feared that 
Franklin's presorved meats may have been of no 
better quality. 
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bent on returning, he was compelled to 
relinquish his design, and bring his ship 
home. 

A fortnight after his departure, Captain 
Inglefield, in the Isabel screw-steamer, com- 
municated with the North Star. The Isabel 
had been purchased by Lady Franklin, with 
assistance from the Geographical Society and 
others. In her Captain inglefield quitted 
England on the 6th of July last ; coasted the 
northern shores of Baffin’s Bay ; advanced 
much further up Whale Sound than any pre- 
vious navigator, finding as he proceeded an 
immense expanse of open water ; ran a con- 
siderable distance up Smith’s Sound and 
Jones’ Sound without discovering any op- 
posing land; and then made for Beechey 
Island, which he reached on the 7th of Sep- 
tember. It is the opinion of this skilful ob- 
server that all the three great sounds at the 
head of Baffin’s Bay are channels leading into 
the Polar Ocean, It is to be regretted that, 
in so favorable a season, he had not the 
opportunity of determining this question, 
with regard to one of them at least. But, on 
the whole, considering the limited time at his 
disposal — his whole voyage lasting but four 
months — he must be allowed to have exerted 
himself very laudably. 

The last parliamentary paper prints the in- 
telligence received from Behring’s Strait to 
the end of August, 1852. Commander Ma- 
guire, who was sent out to relieve Captain 
Aloore in the Plover, arrived at Port Clarence 
on the 30th of June. The crew, with the 
exception of some frost-bites, were well, and 
had behaved admirably. Constant intercourse 
had been .kept up with the natives, but no 
tidings had been heard as to any subject of 
anxiety. The Plover, under her new com- 
mander, put. to.sea on the 12th of July, and 
arrived at Icy Cape on the 19th, whence 
Maguire proceeded m a boat to Point Barrow 
to take soundiqgs for anchorage. In his last 
despatch, ,20th of August, he intimates his 
expectation that he shall be able to place the 
Plover in winter-quarters there about the 
beginning of September. He much advises 
that a steamer should be sent out to open a 
communication with him ; and, considering 
how strongly a vessel of this kind has been 
recommended for the service by Admiral 
Beaufort and other high authorities, we are 
quite at a loss to understand why one was not 
sent out in place of the Rattlesnake recently 
despatched. 

Mr. Kennedy is about to depart in the Isa- 
bel for Behring’s Sea. Lady Franklin, aided 
by 1000/. subscribed by some generous 
friends in Van Diemen’s Land, who grate- 
fully remember Sir John’s rule, will again be 
at the charge of the expedition. The Isabel 


will be provisioned for four years. Mr. Ken- 
nedy hopes he shall be able to pass the strait 
this year, and take up a position for the* 
winter somewhere near Point Barrow, whence 
in the winter and spring he might explore to 
the north and east, in the direction of Mel- 
ville Island and Banks’ Land. Captain Ingle- 
field, in the Phoenix steam-sloop, will start 
this spring for Beechey Island, accompanied 
by a store-ship containing an ample supply 
of provisions. A new expedition is also, we 
observe, to bo fitted out by the beneficent Mr. 
Grinnell, of New York. 

The present state of the search then is 
this : — Sir E. Belcher is engaged in a survey 
of Wellington, while Captain Kellctt is prob- 
ably safely anchored in Winter Harbor, the old 
quarters of Parry. Each has a well-stored 
ship with an attendant steamer ; while the 
North Star, within reach no doubt of parties 
from either vessel, remains in Franklin’s har- 
borage at Beechey Island. On the Pacific 
side, the Plover, we may presume, is ad- 
vanced to Point Barrow. We have no intel- 
ligence of M’Clure since, under a press of 
canvas, he stood for the pack-ice off Icy Cape, 
in August, 1850 ; nor from Collinson since he 
passed Behring’s Strait in July of the follow- 
ing year. Our consul at Panama indeed 
writes that Colli oson had been spoken by 
whalers, but, without details, weiknow not 
what credit is to be attached to the report. 
M’Clure supposed he should be able to reach 
England by way of Barrow’s Strait some time 
in this year, either by navigating his vessel 
through the unknown sea which stretches 
north of the American continent, or by 
quitting his ship and making for Melville 
Island, or some point nearer home. Stirring 
tidings of some kind will most likely reach 
us in the course of a few months. The search, 
so long and so ardently prosecuted, continues 
not only to interest the scientific and enterpris- 
ing, but to carry with it the sympathies or the 
whole nation. The public mind is made up 
that the fate of the missing ships shall be 
determined, if human energy can determine 
it — and the resolve is as wise as generoub. 
To our navy, under God, we owe our great- 
ness and safety ; and, in sending forth our 
gallant seamen on hazardous enterprises, we 
are bound by every possible obligation to in- 
spire them with a full confidence that they 
are under the eye and guardianship of their 
country, and that its resources will be exerted 
to the utmost in their behalf. The pecuniary 
cost of the search is not to be regarded in 
comparison with its object ; and it is better 
for a thousand lives to be perilled in the dis- 
charge of duty than for one to be sacrificed 
through neglect. 


a 


Digitized by 


Google 


THE BON/f PARTE FAM1LT AT FLORENCE. 


From Bentley’s Miscellany. 

THE BONAPARTE FAMILY AT FLORENCE. 

The supper of dethroned kings, at which 
Candide was present at Venice, described by 
Voltaire with such sparkling wit in the most 
celebrated of his novels, might have been re- 
peated at Florence with a yet greater variety 
and number of guests, in the years which 
preceded the revolution of 1830. Ex-majes- 
ties were there to be seen of every color and 
of every race. The negro was represented 
by the ex-Queen of Haiti (the widow of 
Christophe), who every day displayed on the 
Cascine, that delicious promenade of the Flor- 
entines, her great fat face shaded by an 
enormous straw hat. A Persian or Hindoo 
Prince, whose father was said to have been 
assassinated in some mysterious manner, be- 
trayed through his copper-colored skin a sin- 
gular mixture of cunning and credulity, and 
repeated, with all the gravity in the world, 
stories of genii and prodigies in every way 
worthy a place in the Arabian Nights. ,The 
Hospodar of Wallachia, whom the revolution 
of Greece had cast upon the banks of the 
Arno, presented a striking contrast, in his 
airs of pride and grandeur, with 4he humble 
and ceremonious bearing of the Indian Prince. 
Iturbide, who had lost the empire of Mexico 
as rapidly as he had won it, was os great a 
gambler at Florence as he had been in Amer- 
ica, and lost his doubloons with a sang froid 
perfectly Spanish. This coolness, this resig- 
nation, however, was not real. He one day 
suddenly disappeared and went off to get shot 
in America at the very moment when he 
thought he was about to seize again on his 
empire. At a later period the Dey of Algiers, 
driven from his territories by the French, 
made his appearance with pipe and harem in 
Tuscany, where also the Prince of Carignano, 
afterwards so celebrated under the name of 
Charles Albert, took refuge when forced by 
the events of 1821 to quit Piedmont. Never 
had such a gallery of dethroned princes been 
seen, and at the entrance of this gallery 
might be placed a family of Osages, Princes 
or Caziques by birth, who were awaiting their 
restoration and, en attendant , exhibited them- 
selves for money, and devoured enormous piles 
of beefsteaks for the delectation of the gap- 
ing crowd. 

I have purposely reservod for the last, as 
forming the most interesting portion of this 
singular reunion, the Bonaparte family, most 
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of the members of which had agreed to meet 
at Florence. This family alone could furnish 
more sovereigns, post and future, than is 
sometimes to be found in an entire dynasty. 
Having had the advantage not only of fre- 
quent, but also of familiar, intercourse with 
the greater number of the members of this 
extraordinary family, which for fifty years has 
made so much noise in the world, I shall 
submit to the curiosity of the reader that only 
which I have seen with my own eyes or heard 
with my own ears. 

On the banks of the Arno, near the beau- 
tiful bridge A Santa Trinita, built from the 
designs of Michael Angelo, and close to the 
modest dwelling in which the celebrated Al- 
fieri passed the last years of his troubled exist- 
ence, Louis Bonaparte, ex-King of Holland, 
occupied, under the name of the Count de St. 
Leu, a handsome and spacious mansion, of 
which he did the honors with the most per- 
fect urbanity. There resided with him his 
eldest son, Napoleon, who had married the 
Princess Charlotte, daughter of Joseph Bona- 
parte, ex-King of Spain, and then a refugee in 
America. At a short distance dwelt the ex- 
Queen of Spain, the Countess de Survilliera, 
with her sister and her niece, Madame and 
Mademoiselle de Villeneuve. Subsequently 
Jerome Bonaparte, the ex-King of Westpha- 
lia, established himself at Florence with his 
family. Jerome was a singular person. Na- 
poleon related, when at£t. Helena, that he 
wished to make him an admiral of France, 
and hod sent him on board a frigate which 
sailed for the United States. But, instead of 
furnishing himself with compasses and astro- 
nomical instruments, the embryo-admiral, who 
was extremely fond of comfits, had laid in a 
cargo of sugar-plums to the value of 400/. 
sterling. He is now heir-presumptive to the 
throne of France : under his reign we shall 
not despair of seeing comfitmakers members 
of the Senate. 

Without mentioning the Princess Pauline, 
who, only at the close of her life, came to 
Florence to reunite herself with her hus- 
band, the Prince Borghese, other members of 
the Bonaparte family from time to time ap- 
peared for short periods in the same city. 
Sometimes we saw there the Prince of Mu- 
signano, son of Lucien Bonaparte and author 
of some works of merit on natural history, 
the same who, under the title of Prince of 
Canino, has figured recently among the most 
fiery demagogues of the Roman Republic- 
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Sometimes it was the Queen Hor tense, the 
wife of the Count de St. Leu, who passed 
through Florence without making any long 
stay there. Her second son, Louis Napoleon, 
the present Emperor of the French, remained 
with her, for he had no sympathies in com- 
mon with — his father. 

Although these visits were very rare, they 
did not appear to produce an agreeable im- 
pression upon Louis Bonaparte and his quiet 
and orderly household. The Prince of Mu- 
signano was accused, be it justly or otherwise, 
of having brutally ill-treated his wife, who 
was sister of the Princess Charlotte. These 
reports might explain the terror exhibited a 
few months ago by that lady, who lives apart 
from him, at Rome, when, having heard of 
his unexpected arrival at Civita Veochia, she 
demanded in all haste from the Pope a guard 
of police to protect her, in the event of her 
husband making his way to her. 

As to the Queen Hortense, her husband 
never saw her, and he, who was in general 
so reserved, would give way to most incredible 
outbursts respecting her. He had the mis- 
fortune to have almost lost the use of one 
side from paralysis, and could not walk with- 
out support. One day when I was with him 
in his library ho made a movement to reach a 
book, and nearly fell. “ Wretched woman ! ” 
exclaimed he, “ wretched woman ! I am 
indebted to my wife for this.” And in his 
despair he forgot himself so far as to tell me 
things that wore inconceivable. He seldom 
saw and always treated with icy coldness the 
second son of Queen Hortense. The doubts 
which have been thrown upon the right of 
this young man to call himself nephew of the 
Emperor have been so much discussed recently 
that it is not necessary to say anything upon 
the subject here. 

Louis Napoleon, Count de St. Leu, was a 
man of moderate capacity ; but he was gen- 
tle, good, charitable, and most honorable. It 
is well known that he resigned the crown of 
Holland, without affectation and without 
regret, because he would not adopt the views 
of Napoleon, so ruinous to the country. He 
was exceedingly fat, and he resembled very 
much, particularly in profile, the likenesses we 
have of his brother when at St. Helena. He 
spoke Italian and French with a slight Corsican 
abeent, which he had never been able to correct. 
He wrote several works, which met with very 
indifferent success, and some poems which are 
below mediocrity. He made an unsuccessful 
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attempt to banish rhyme from French verse, 1 
which led people to say that his poetical 
pieces had neither rhyme nor reason . Each 
day was the counterpart of the other. He 
was fond of the society of a few persons, and 
frequently visited the theatre as an amuso- 
ment. Occasionally he had receptions, tho 
most numerously attended of which was that 
at Christmas. On this occasion he gave a 
splendid repast, preceded by a midnight mass, 
which was celebrated in his chapel. 

His eldest son was a fine, amiable, upright, 
noble-hearted young man, but without much 
grasp of intellect. He cultivated the arts, as 
did also his wife, and I preserve in my album 
with much pleasure some lithographs made 
from their drawings, and which they present- 
ed to me. The Princess Charlotte was small, 
and slightly deformed, but her character was 
more firm and decided than that of her hus- 
band, who allowed himself to be governed by 
her. They were both easily caught by new 
ideas and projects ; their brother, the Prince 
Louis Napoleon, had inspired them with his 
own taste for aerostatics, and they occupied 
themselves with endeavoring to discover the 
means of guiding balloons. They persisted 
for a long time in their experiments, notwith- 
standing all my efforts to persuade them to 
desist. We have recently seen Louis Napo- 
leon give himself up again to this mania of 
his youth. 

The younger portion of the family generally 
passed these evenings with the Countess of 
Survilliers, at whoso house several distinguished 
men were in the habit of assembling. Of 
these the most frequent visitors were M. Gior- 
dani, the most elegant of the modem writers 
of Italy ; the Count Mamiani, who has since 
been prime minister to Pope Pius IX., in cir- 
cumstances of much trouble and difficulty ; 
and the celebrated engraver, M. Jesi. The 
evenings passed without any display, and 
with a certain calm resignation. The ladies 
sometimes amused themselves with music, the 
gentlemen conversed about literature or poli- 
tics, and their opinions generally had a 
republican tendency. It was Bonapartism 
taken up at its source. But the subject 
which was never exhausted was the life of 
Napoleon. The private anecdotes about him 
were innumerable. Sometimes we were shown 
with a sigh curious objects which had be- 
longed to tho Emperor, or documents con- 
nected with the history of his life. Amongst 
these papers was preserved, with great care^ 
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a collection of love-letters written by Napoleon of Wurtemburg. At Florence he extricated 
to the Queen of Sweden, before she married himself from his pecuniary embarrassments 
Bernadotte. When about to ascend the by dazzling with his royal title the eyes of a 

throne, she confided these passionate effusions young ana rich widow, the Marauise B , 

to her sister, the Countess of Survilliers, by and uniting his daughter, the Princess Ma- 
whom they were only shown to a few very in- thilde, to M. de Demidoff, son of a Russian 
timate friends. The soul and warmth w hich merchant of great wealth, but of whom it was 
pervaded them often supplied the place of was predicted that he would not make a very 
orthography. good husband. These melancholy forebodings 

Amongst the persons who at this period nave been realized : the husband and wife are 
were received with kindness by the Bonaparte separated, and the Princess Mathilde is the 
family, I must not forget a young and amia- subject of constant gossip at the present day 

ble French artist, Mademoiselle A , at the new imperial court of Paris. 

who afterwards married a banker, established Jerome had also two sons by his second 
at Rome. Her name recalls to my mind a marriage. One, if the journals are to be be- 
very piquant anecdote, which displays in a lieved, died mad, the other, after having 
striking manner the Corsican and primitive made himself conspicuous at Paris during the 
manners of the Bonaparte family. This last four years among the most violent repub- 
young lady had painted an excellent portrait licans of the Mountain, is now an Imperial 
of the Count de St. Leu. When she quitted Prince, with a vast number of titles ana dee- 
Florence for Rome, the count recommended orations of a very unsocialist character. An 
her to his mother, Madame Letitia Bonaparte, absurd duel, constantly announced and never 
who at that time resided in the latter city, at coming off*, has made one of the sons of Jerome 
a very advanced age. Madame Letitia bad the laughing-stock of Italy, 
amassed an immense fortune, for even during The monotony of the life of the Count de 
the most brilliant period of the career of the St. Leu was disturbed, at the commencement 
Emperor she appears to have looked forward of the year 1831, by the sudden appearance 
to a less prosperous future, and to have taken of his second son, Louis Napoleon. This 
her precautions accordingly. Mademoiselle unlooked-for arrival was quite an event in the 

A— was commissioned to paint the por- society of Florence, and many stories got into 

trait of the mother of this family of kings, circulation as explanatory of the circum- 
The work being finished and admired, Mad- stances which led this young man to quit his 
ame Letitia demanded the price. The artist mother at Rome, and seek an asylum with his 
replied, at first, that she tad been but too father, who had always manifested so little 
happy in painting the portrait of the mother affection for him. fie had hardly arrived 
of the Emperor ; that this honor was sufficient when he began to take part in the prepara- 
recompense. Being further pressed, she tions for insurrection which were going on 
said that she had received 3000 francs (120/. in Central Italy, and devoted himself en- 
sterling) for the portrait of the Count de St. tirely to them. Ilia elder brother followed in 
Leu, and that she should be happy to accept the same course, but with somewhat less 
the same sum from Madame. Madame Letitia, eagerness: he did follow, however, and the 
considering this to be an exorbitant demand, Princess Charlotte, his sister-in-law, was a 
fell into a truly Corsican passion, in spite of powerful auxiliary to him. At the same 
her eighty years, ordered the money to be time, and from thievery epoch — he was then 
told down in her presence to the young artist, but twenty-two years of age — he meditated 
who stood trembling and sobbing, ana at the the attempt of a coup de main on France. I 
same time , her rage increasing more and more, will here repeat what I know respecting this 
kicked the unlucky portrait to tatters, in the project of a coup de main , which preceded 
true style of a poissarde. the expeditions of Strasbourg and Boulogne. 

Jerome Bonaparte was far from living at I have just said that the young sons of the 
Florence with the same respectability as his Count de St. Leu wished, unknown to their 
brother, the Count de St., Leu. I did not father, to connect themselves with the insur- 
know him personally, but it was notorious that rectionary movements which were then pre- 
his affairs were always wrong, that he was paring in Italy. Always resting upon the 
crippled by debts, and that he lived an unquiet principle of imperial legitimacy, they looked 
ana irregular life. The history of his mar- upon the Duke of Reichstadt, the 6on of the 
riage is no secret. At the time when he car- Emperor, as being still King of Rome and the 
riea his cargo of sugar-plums to America, he true King of Italy. They maintained, there- 
married in the United States a young and fore, that the Italian revolution should be ef- 
handsome lady, who, at a subsequent period, fected in the namo of the Duke of Reichstadt, 
figured to advantage in the saloons of Paris and that the Italians should rise to support 
and of London under the name of Mrs. Pater- the rights of the son of the Emperor Napo- 
son. To please the Emperor, he basely aban- leon. They frequently talked to me about 
doned wife and child, and married a princess this project, which I endeavored to make them 
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give up by urging upon them the impossibility 
of exciting an insurrection in the name of the 
grandson of the Emperor of Austria, an insur- 
rection which, in fact, could only be directed 
against the Austrians themselves. It was all 
in vain. Each day there were fresh confer- 
ences, fresh discussions ; the object of which 
was to persuade tho Italian liberal party that 
it ought to fall in with their views and take 
an active part in their proceedings. 

These plottings could not be kept entirely 
from the knowledge of the police, and the 
Bonaparte family was closely watched. One 
evening I was in a box at the theatre Della 
Pergola , and found myself almost opposite the 
box in which the Count de St. Leu was seated 
with the present Emperor of the French. As 
soon as the latter saw me, he endeavored to 
make me understand by signs that be wished 
to speak to me. This telegraphing in the 
midst of some hundred of spectators, who had 
seen the signs which the Prince Louis Napo- 
leon made to me, and who were watching us, 
appeared to me Morse than imprudent, and I 
turned my back in order to make it appear 
that I had not noticed anything. In a few 
minutes a sort of aide-de-camp of the prince 
knocked at the box in which I was seated, 
and announced to me that the prince desired 
to see me immediately. In vain I objected 
that we were observed and watched, and that 
our interview in the green-room, as he desired 
it to be, would be witnessed by at least half 
a dozen agents of police. The aide-de-camp 
urged me so strongly, that I was obliged to 
comply, being quite unable to guess the cause 
of such extraordinary haste. The prince had 
hardly accosted me, when he placed a letter 
in my hands, which he had just received, and 
upon which he desired to have my opinion. 
This letter — it w as very long — was addressed 
to* him by an old colonel of the army of Napo- 
leon, who seriously proposed to him to make 
a descent in Provence at the head of 1500 Cor- 
sican mountaineers, covered with goat-skins, 
and armed with guns, who should proclaim the 
Empire and name him regent until the Duke 
of Reichstadt could escape from Vienna. Al- 
though accustomed to the most extraordinary 
projects on the part of young Bonaparte, this 
appeared to me so utterly senseless, that I 
could not help saying that I saw only two 
hypotheses by which the letter he had just 
communicated to me could be explained, and 
that, in my opinion, either the Corsican Colo- 
nel was stark mad, or that he had been 
bribed to ruin the prince by drawing him into 
an enterprise which would only end in his 
being shot. I added, that he bad but to re- 
call to his mind the expedition of Murat, who 
also set out from Corsica to reconquer a throne, 
and who was shot almost as soon as he had 
disembarked on the coasts of Naples. To this 


Louis Napoleon, without being at all discon- 
certed at the astonishment this project of a 
descent in France with 1500 Corsican peasants 
caused me, answered coolly, “ My uncle did 
it with GOO !*’ I retired, utterly confounded 
by the boldness of this young man, who from 
this time believed that he was destined to 
renew the miracles of the return from the 
Island of Elba, and who, after two fruitless 
attempts, has succeeded, though in a manner 
which perhaps did not enter into his calcula- 
tions. 

A few days after this event, Bologna apd 
the Legations were in full insurrection, and 
the excitement which spread even into Tus- 
cany, was felt in no slight degree in the Bo- 
naparte family. One morning, as I left my 
hou8e,my head full of the reports of what 
was taking place at our very gates, I saw the 
two sons or the Count de St. Leu in a travelling 
carriage. The eldest, who was seated at tho 
side next to me, smiled, and gave me a most 
friendly salute. I guessed by the direction 
the carriage took that the two young gentle- 
men were about to transport themselves into 
the insurgent districts. My conjecture was 
well-founded. Uniting, from that time, this 
spirit of adventure with the taste for uniforms 
and travesties, to which he has subsequently 
addicted himself with so much success, Louis 
Napoleon, who had drawn his brother into the 
enterprise, and, in fact, directed everything, 
dressed up twenty peasants like Polish lanc- 
ers, and went, with hifc brother, to offer his 
valiant maskers to the insurrectionary govern- 
ment of Bologna. But the unlucky efforts 
which they had made in favor of the Duke of 
Reichstadt had, os I foresaw, rendered the 
two brothers so extremely unpopular, that tho 
government of Bologna was obliged to sepa- 
rate themselves pumicly from these two aux- 
iliaries, who, moreover, labored under the 
disadvantage of compromising, by their very 
name , the Italian cause in the eyes of the French 
government. The two young Bonapartes 
were, consequently, ordered to quit tho insur- 
gent country without delay. Their position 
was now very awkward, lor they could not 
quit the insurgent districts without entering 
those of tho Pope or of Tuscany, which were 
devoted to Austria, and where this escapade 
would in all probability be severely punished. 
They were endeavoring, therefore, to gain the 
mountains, when the elder brother died sud- 
denly, some say from the measles ; according 
to others — but, I believe, it is a calumnious 
report — in a more terrible and mysterious 
manner. Louis Napoleon, now left alone, 
entered France with his mother. Notwith- 
standing the law by which every member of 
the Bonaparte family was prosenbed, he was 
received with kindness by Louis Philippe, 
who allowed him to go to Switzerland. 
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From Chambers’ Repository. 

A STORY OF TWO LIVES. 

I think we are not wholly brain, 

Magnetic mockeries. — in Memorianu 

I. 

The scene was a London fireside about the 
middle of December. A family group were 
assembled round the tea-table, in the dining- 
room of a convenient substantial house, in a 
pleasant and well-esteemed quarter ; evidences 
of comfort and wealth were abundant, and 
perhaps a stranger would have observed that 
the apartment Sire more the appearance of a 
commodious general sitting-room than of a 
mere salle a manger. Had be known also 
that there was a very elegant suite of drawing- 
rooms above, and a numerous and efficient 
corps of servants below stairs, he must have 
conjectured that there was some especial rea- 
son for the family spending the evening in the 
room where they had diued. 

A girl of sixteen, just bursting out of child- 
hood — with the bloom of her early woman- 
hood rather to be guessed at than acknowl- 
edged — was presiding at the tea-table ; her 
next sister, the junior by a year or two, was 
busily engaged on some wool- work, perhaps 
manufacturing slippers for papa ; little Willy 
was cutting the leaves of his prize-book ; and 
Mrs. Ireton was leaning back in her arm- 
chair, eying the party with quiet, maternal 
satisfaction, and every now and then dropping 
some pleasant words — like flowers thrown 
upon a stream — into the murmuring babble 
of their family talk. Opposite to her, in the 
fellow arm-chair, sat her beloved husband, 
with their youngest treasure — a golden- 
haired, blue-eyed darling of four years old — 
on his knee ; but for the father was no longer 
the blessing of beholding the dear faces around 
him. Mr. Ireton was blind, and it was on 
account of his bereavement that the family 
so often occupied the room with which he 
thought himself the most familiar. As the 
chilacm his knee clasped its arms round his 
neck, played tricks with his cravat, and show- 
ered kisses on his cheeks with baby prattle, 
and restless, infantile glee, there was some- 
thing pathetic in the manner in which the 
father passed his hands across the face of the 
child he had never seen ! The gesture was 
all the more touching, because it was only 
loving, not sad. 

Willy put down his new book, and handed 
Mr. Ireton his tea, with a gentle care not to 
have been looked for in a school-boy ; while 
she of the embroidery-needle hastened to lift 
down baby, as the youngest was still called, 
from her father’s knee. It was the delight of 
Mr. Ireton ’s children to watch and wait upon 
him ; and they felt jealous every time a ser- 
vant approached him. At this moment there 
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was a loud knock and a ring at the street- 
door. 

“ I wonder who it can bet” said Mrs. Ire- 
ton, after a moment’s pause; “ we are not 
expecting any one this evening, and it is a 
most unusual time for visitors. 

Meanwhile the door was opened, and the 
quick hearing of the blind man instantly rec- 
ognized well-known voices. He exclaimed: 
14 Only Frances and Edward. I think they 
are inquiring if we are alone. How good of 
them to come round !” 

The next moment, Mr. Ireton's married 
daughter, Mrs. Crawford, and her husband, 
entered the room. They were a noble-looking 
pair; he a handsome man of about thirty, 
with that best air of high-breeding which is 
alike removed from petty affectations or cold 
indifference of manner, and the principal 
charm of whioh will bo found to consist in 
its perfect ease and naturalness: this man- 
ner, be it observed, rising readily enough 
whenever occasion requires, to generous en- 
thusiasm, but never betraying self-conscious- 
ness about trifles — a manner almost always 
demanding the rare combination of circum- 
stances which includes nobility of character, 
large and clear intellect, and a worldly posi- 
tion that keeps for away depressing cares and 
anxieties. 

Mrs. Crawford, the wife of three months, 
and barely yet one-and-twenty , must be rather 
more elaborately described. Considerably 
taller than the medium height, her finely- 
moulded figure was erect and yet pliant ; and 
some inner spring of thought or feeling gave 
such grace to her movements, that her slight- 
est and most careless gestures impressed the 
beholder with an idea of beauty. Foatures 
far more lovely than those of the passionless 
Greek ideal, were Francis Crawford’s, though 
of the character to invite comparison with it ; 
and eyes of Oriental lustre, a pure yet warmly- 
tinted complexion, and abundant dark tresses 
of silky texture, completed the picture. But 
that her smile was marvellously sweet and 
tolerably frequent, one must have declared 
that haughtiness was the predominant ex- 
ression of her beautiful countenance. And 
aughty, too, at times she was ; intolerant of 
meanness or falsehood ; impatient of control, 
save, when yielding and obeying, she was 
likewise able to respect and venerate. It was 
curious, that while ner sisters were commonly 
called Bessy and Lotty , and the family in gen- 
eral were rich in nicknames, no one ever nad 
thought of appropriating one to her, or even 
of degrading the majestic Frances to simple 
Fanny. 

It is a pleasant sight to witness cordial 
family greetings; and though the married 
daughter resided in the next street, and meet- 
ings were almost daily, she stooped over the 
i blind man’s chair, kissed him fondly, saluted 
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her mother almost as warmly, and bent her 
cheek down to meet the pleased faces of her 
young brothers and sisters. Then she re- 
turned to her father’s side, threw back her 
large shawl, which, as her shawls always did, 
fell in an artistic drape across her chair ; and 
now she removed her bonnet, and lifting both 
hands for a moment to her hair, seemed with 
one touch to have shaped its plaits and braids 
to order. She formed at that instant a charm- 
ing tableau vivant , but loving eves were the 
only mirrors in which it was reflected. 

“ It is very kind of you, my dear, to come 
in to-night, ’ said Mr. Ireton, pressing the 
hand which had laid itself in his. 

“ Dear papa,” replied Frances in a low 
tone, “ I have had quite an adventure, and 
we could not rest without telling you about it. 
But — it concerns,” and here she hesitated a 
moment, “ it concerns Uncle Pembroke. Per- 
haps I had better wait till Willy and baby 
are gone to bed ?” 

“ As you like, my love,” returned Mr. Ire- 
ton : “ it struck eight some time ago. Ah ! 
here comes nurse for the little one, and Willy 
will soon follow.” * 

And while Willy is loitering out his last 
ten minutes, showing his Latin prize to his 
brother-in-law, and wishing many “ good- 
nights,” the reader shall be made acquainted 
with the broad outlines of family history 
which concerned Mr. Ireton and his brother 
Pembroke. They were the twin and youngest 
Bons of a wealthy banker, who had maintained 
the highest repute during the first quarter of 
the present century. An elder brother had 
always been intended for the man of business 
to succeed in the banking-house ; and the 
twins being amply provided for by the will 
of a maternal relative, had for some joyous 
years followed pretty nearly the bent of their 
inclinations. Their according tastes had led 
them to travel, and chiefly in the south of Eu- 
rope ; and there had been fostered and culti- 
vated the intense love and appreciation of art 
which seemed with both of them to be a 
master-passion. For a little while bright in- 
deed appeared their human destiny. Blessed 
with health, youth, and fortune, they seemed 
free to follow art for its own pure sake, to 
woo it in its loftiest and noblest moods, with- 
out regard to the “jingling of the guineas” 
or instant present fame. As if to crown 
their felicity, these almost inseparable brothers 
had attached themselves to two sisters, to 
whom they were on the eve of being united, 
when the fearful money-panic of 1825 shook 
the mercantile classes to their centre. 

The banking-house of which old Mr; Ireton 
was the head, and which was like a prop to a 
score of others, fell, involving countless fam- 
ilies in its ruin ; and even the private fortunes 
of the twin-brothers, which haa been invested 
in the bank, shared the general fate. The 


elder brother, the man of business whose 
stern integrity had all gathered round one point 
of honor, bowed beneath the shock ; his rea- 
son gave way, and in an hour of horror and 
madness, he destroyed himself. And when 
the absent pair, who had been recalled from 
Italy at the crisis of pecunary ruin, arrived 
in London, they found their poor bereaved 
father in a yet deeper and darker agony than 
that for which they were prepared. 

Now was applied the test to two characters 
which had hitherto seemed to obey the same 
laws and follow the Bame impulses. But a 
river that glides and sparkles in the sunshine, 
has often its two currents ; and though it 
seems to flow so evenly among flowers and 
meadows, parts its waters when shoals and 
rocks ore near. So alike in person were Wil- 
liam and Pembroke Ireton, that dear friends 
mistook them for each other ; so alike in 
tastes had they been, that books were com- 
mon property between them ; pictures, it is 
true, were sometimes called “ mine” and 
“thine,” but as the brothers never dwelt 
apart, this had little signified. Ordinary 
friendis of the amateur artists knew not their 
respective drawings, though, to be sure, cer- 
tain connoisseurs nad lately announced that 
William had the truer and higher genius ; 
and yet it was William who, after a few days 
of wrestling thought, abandoned the pursuit 
of art forever. 

Not so Pembroke ; he had borne the loss 
of fortune less nobly than his brother, for he 
had fretted, and fumed, and reproached over 
it. William had buried his regrets as in a 
grave, and only relaxed the iron firmness of 
his lip when comforting and counselling his 
venerable and heart-broken father. Quickly, 
too, he had addressed his betrothed, releasing 
her from her vow, if so it pleased her, and 
yet beseeching her still to love and trust him, 
and wait but a little space till he could 
decide how independence was to be won, that 
he might claim her. And when, “ upon this 
hint,” her true heart replied, loosening as it 
did so some folds of prudery, and she crept 
one day uninvited to his Bide, and there, with 
smiles and tears, re-registered her vows, he 
felt and knew that he had chosen well, and 
that the fulfilment of near duties commonly 
brings about our choicest blessings. 

William Ireton abandoned once and forever 
all dreams of fame, and devoted himself to 
lead the Human Life — to toil diligently and 
cheerfully for those who depended upon him. 
He cheered the last days or his aged father ; 
he married the woman he loved; he threw 
his talents, his energies, into business ; reared 
the fallen fabric of mercantile honor, paid off 
old debts, and established a new firm of such 
noble repute, that its name is a synonym for 
upright dealing. 

Pembroke, on the oontrary, devoted himself 
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to Art — that jealous mistress who, now that 
he had determined to live by his pencil, he 
discovered could bear no rival near her throne ; 
and so he broke off his engagement with the 
girl whose heart was wholly his ; and when 
William remonstrated with him on the man- 
ner in which this was done, he quarrelled 
with his brother, as he who is in the wrong 
commonly does with his reprover. The breach 
widened. Pembroke once more went abroad, 
but failed to correspond with William, because 
it was said there was an inmate of his family 
before whom his name had better not be men- 
tioned. But that inmate died — the broken- 
hearted girl, the wife’s sister : her death was 
a lesson of faith, and full of beauty and pa- 
thos ; and there was a sweet message of love 
and forgiveness to be written to the absent 
one, which was done very gently ; and vet 
Pembroke Ireton took no heed. Years had 
rolled on. William was the affluent banker- 
merchant, secure, humanly speaking, from 
the ills of fortune, when his sight — which, 
from an attack of inflammation experienced 
under peculiar circumstances in early life, 
had long been failing — showed the most 
alarming symptoms. The terrible affliction 
of blindness fell on him ; but he bowed to it, 
meekly calling it the only bard trial of his 
happy life ; and now, indeed, he blessed the 
loving kindness which had given him so many 
dear ones to be eyes and hands for him. 

Meanwhile, Pembroke Ireton, still estranged 
from his brother’s family, had returned to 
England, and was established as a painter 
of singular, but very high repute. His pic- 
tures brought him large sums of money, out 
little was really known of the artist as a man, 
though many and curious were the stories of 
his eccentricity which circulated among the 
lovers of anecdote and gossip. 

“ Bessy and Lotty can keep a secret, I sup- 
pose?” Exclaimed Airs. Crawford, as soon as 
Willy 8 last good-night was said, smiling and 
looking as she spoke interrogatively at the 
two girls. 

“Sister, of course we can,” replied the 
younger, answering for both, and seeming by 
her tone as if the dignity lately acquired by 
having officiated as bndemaid was tarnished 
by a doubt being entertained of her discre- 
tion. 

The frequent beautiful smile parted Mrs. 
Crawford’s lips as she observed the manner ; 
but addressing herself more particularly to 
her parents, she proceeded : “ Uncle Pem- 
broke has made our acquaintance without in 
the least suspecting the relationship. He 
wants my face for his model in a grand pic- 
ture he is painting and then, as if a sudden 
consciouspess came upon her, that she could 
not describe the circumstances she had to re- 
late without some laudation of her own 
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person, a flush rose to her cheek, and turning 
to her husband, she added : “ Edward, will 
you tell the story as briefly as you can?” 

“It is a very simple affair,” said Mr. 
Crawford. “ Yesterday we were riding on 
horseback in the Park, when, happening to 
turn my head, I saw that my groom had 
stopped for a moment, and was in conversation 
with a gentleman. I fancied that something 
was wrong with the horse, and that the 
stranger had called his attention to it; and 
os the man galloped on after us the next 
instant, and, moreover, we met a couple of 
friends who joined us, the whole thing slipped 
my memory till this morning, when I received 
a letter from Mr. Pembroke Ireton. Shall I 
read it aloud?” 

As “ Pray do” was repeated on every side, 
he read as follows — 

“Sir — Two years ago, I composed a 
sketch of a picture illustrative of Tennyson’s 
poem, The Princess , but I have delayed the 
completion of my design from my inability 
to find a living realization of the poet’s ideal. 
Feeling convinced that my true model, if dis- 
covered at all, would be found among my 
countrywomen, I last spring visited those 
places of public resort where beauty and 
intellect would be likely to congregate, with 
my search solely in view. One night, at the 
Opera, I beheld Mrs. Crawford, and from that 
hour she has been the only Ida in the world 
for me. She must have sat back in the box 
during the early part of the evening, for it 
was only towards the close that I beheld her ; 
and though 1 made my way to the door as 
quickly os possible, intending to follow the 
carriage home, in the crowd aud confusion of 
the occasion she was lost to me. Since then, 
I have made many inquiries ; but, without a 
clue to her name or abode, how could they be 
other than fruitless ? Latterly, I have stolen 
an hour from every day’s short daylight, 
with the hope of finding her among the 
equestrians in our parks ; and that I suc- 
ceeded yesterday, and learned from your ser- 
vant your name, proves how true was my 
instinct. Sir, I beseech you, condescend to 
permit and persuade Mrs. Crawford to sit for 
my picture. She is the realization of the 
Princess Ida; I cannot accept any other 
countenance for her ; and if you deny me ; I 
must work from that shifting, imperfect 
memory bequeathed to me by two transient 
glances. For the love of art, do not refuse 
me ; and if to this entreaty I may add another, 
it is that you will accept from me the finest 
portrait of Mrs. Crawford that can be painted 

Pescbrokk Ireton.” 

“ Edward, you will not refuse?” exclaimod 
Mr. Ireton with visible emotion. “Dear 
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Frances, of course you Trill sit for this picture! 
and I foretell that my lonely brother will 
at last be restored to our Knowledge and 
affection. 

“ We have forestalled your wishes,” said 
Mr. Crawford, “ by appointing to-morrow to 
call on him. How well,” he continued, “ I 
remember that night at the Opera ! Frances 
did sit behind my mother, who rebuked us 
more than once for chattering.” 

“ Frances is a little like her namesake, my 
lost sister,” said Mrs. Ireton, after a musing 
pause ; “ though the likeness is chiefly 
apparent when she speaks and smiles — the 
tones of her voice are like too.. I wonder if 
Pembroke will trace these resemblances, and 
waken to the memories of his youth ?” 

n. 

Pembroke Ireton was accustomed to receive 
certain connoisseurs of art, and wealthy 
patron 8, which, by the way, he usually did 
with an air of indifference, that amounted to 
churlishness ; but the visitors whom he was 
now momentarily expecting, aroused in his 
mind feelings of delight that were quite new to 
him. To have a true, perfect, living model 
for his grand picture, was the realization of one 
of his dearest hopes ; for the man was to all 
appearance so merged in the Painter, that it 
seemed as if nothing connected with his 
merely human life could arouse his sensibili- 
ties in a degree to be compared with the in- 
fluence of circumstances concerning his art. 

It was a large, roomy house which Pem- 
broke Ireton inhabited, just on the outskirts 
of the now fashionable part of London. Long 
ago, in the days of the two first Georges, it 
had been the scene of many a stately fes- 
tivity ; its wide hall had accommodated the 
sedan-chair, and its staircases been acquainted 
with hoops and trains; the spinet and harpsi- 
chord had resounded in its chambers, where 
courtly-powdered beaux, sword-girded and 
.star-blazoned, had moved in solemn minuets, 
with patched and puinted ladies. But all 
these things belonged to the “ long ago” of a 
past century ; the old house had survived 
many vicissitudes, and, now, for nearly 
twenty years, had been the abode of a bache- 
lor artist. Not one really comfortable hab- 
itable apartment did it contain — for Pem- 
broke Ireton, keeping himself apart from all 
social ties, scarcely knew or remembered the 
ways of the world; and his two servants, 
from their forced seclusion and simple routine 
of duties, had fallen into a sort of lethargic, 
indolent mode of life, that rendered them, in 
this busy age, hardly less eccentric than their 
master. 

Every room was more or less crowded with 
pictures, casts, antiquities, draperies, or other 
adjuncts of the atelier , and into these sanctu- 
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aries brooms and brushes were very sparingly 
admitted. The light was actually obscured 
by the dirtiness of the windows ; and I will 
not hazard a conjecture as to the number — 
had their census been taken — of the colony 
of spiders which brought up their families in 
peace and security in shady corners and un- 
molested nooks. 

It was about noon — the high tide, indeed, 
of December daylight — and Pembroke Ireton 
was growing impatient, for he had arranged 
the windows, the chair of state, the easel, and 
made every preparation for bis model, when 
suddenly a new thought possessed him, and 
he rang his bell sharply. His one Woman- 
servant answered the summons. Hannah 
was a comely, portly, middle-aged dame when 
she first entered the artiste service, but time, 
and the strange life she had led, had changed her 
to the stooping, crone-like old woman. Hannah 
had .never, in her brightest days, been over- 
burdened with ideas, but she had two Btrong 
affections in her heart — ono towards her 
eccentric master, and the other for her brother 
Timothy, whom, on the strength of bis being 
ten years her junior, she still called a lad, ana 
whom, soon after her own engagement, she 
recommended for her fellow-servant. 

“ Hannah, what am I to have for dinner 
to-dav?” was the prosaic question the artist 
asked of bis cook and housekeeper. 

“A steak to-day, sir,” she replied ; “ you 
had some chops yesterday ; and to-morrow is 
the day for a roast-fowl.” 

“ Ah, true, true ; but I expect visitors — 
a sitter, to whom I should like to offer some 
refreshment.” 

“ Cake and wine, sir — I can buy a beauti- 
ful cake at the pastry-cook?” suggested Han- 
nah. 

“ Hang cake and wine ! No, I mean some- 
thing dainty, and yet substantial — fit to offer 
to the queen herself.” 

“ Lor’, sir, you quite frighten me ! I 
have n’t cooked a great dinner these twenty 
years.” 

“ And I don’t mean, I don’t want a great 
dinner ; only something very elegant, and very 
choice, to be ready about dusk — say, four 
o’clock. I will give you some money, and 
you must go the people who supply colla- 
tions. 1 don’t care what it costs. I cannot 
stay to talk to you. Didn’t you hear a car- 
riage ? and there ’s a knock. Timothv is 
deaf, I think, not to open the door. And tell 
him to get the wine from the inner cellar — 

that tokay that Lord L sent me — and 

bock and champagne, and the port that was 
laid down in ’38. Mind, four o’clock ; and 
sweep out the parlor a little if you can. Here, 
take the money;” and hurrying her out of 
the room as be put a bank-note into her hand, 
he added once more : “ Never mind what it 
costs.” 


Digitized by <^.ooQle 



X STORY OF TWO LIVES. 


Possibly the last words were heard by the 
Crawfords as they ascended the stairs. 

Surely there is no costume in the world 
more becoming to a woman of radiant, queen- 
like beauty, than a rich winter out-of-door 
attire. And as Frances Crawford appeared 
now in a robe of dark velvet, with an Indian 
Cashmere — whose size', though twice folded, 
was more than commonly ample — drawn 
gracefully round her; and furs of the rare, 
costly, peerless Russian sable, she looked, if 
far too lovely to have stepped — as the phrase 
is — out of a picture, yet notably worthy a 
painter’s half-adoring study. 

Pembroke Ireton’s admiration and delight 
showed themselves in the flush of his sallow 
cheek, and in the cordial, grateful greeting 
he awarded to his guests. The occasion 
seemed so much less connected with the re- 
lations of social life than with the circum- 
stances of his art, that he lost, in a great 
measure, the shyness which had for years 
been gradually werusting itself round his 
manners; while his early good-breeding of 
course prevented the iteration of personal com- 
liments to Frances, which, after all, would 
ave appeared as inadequate as offensive, 
coming in the wake of the one great compli- 
ment he bad paid her. 

The great picture was to represent that 
scene where the Princess Ida rebukes the 
seeming “ northern ladies,* * saying : 

We did not think in oar own hall to hear ' 

This barren verbiage current among men, 

and where the disguised prince and his con- 
federates, “ conscious” of themselves, “ pe- 
rused the matting.’* At this first sitting, it 
'was only a study of the face and figure the 
painter purposed ; yet, long before they parted, 
the artist hoped m his own mind to paint 
many pictures of Ida, illustrating the great, 
wise poem of which she is the heroine, even 
to the point where 

Her falser self slipt from her like a robe. 

But while the painter seemed lost in the 
delight of his self-appointed task, his visitors 
were contemplating him with an interest he 
little suspected. Beneath the calm flow of 
an easy, chatty discourse, his unknown niece 
and her husband saw more than once into 
the depths of his nature. When Mrs. Craw- 
ford first spoke, there was a startled glance 
from Pembroke Ireton’s eye ; and after he 
had grown familiar with her voice, he more 
than once heaved a quiet sigh after she had 
been speaking. Again, when Mr. Crawford 
addressed his wife by her Christian name, 
there was an evidence — they having, as it 
were, the key to the cipher by which it was 
betrayed — that told of a memory not dead, 
but sleeping. 

Very sociable grew the painter and his 
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guests, even at their first visit ; and when 
the deepening winter twilight caused him to 
rest from his labors, and they all descended 
into the parlor, where, under Hannah’s su- 
perintendence, the “ collation” had been 
spread, a stranger looking on, would have 
considered the trio rather a party of old friends 
than mere acquaintances of a day. Even cer- 
tain incongruities of the repast made mirth, 
and wore off formality ; for nnnnah, however 
much “ on hospitable thoughts intent,” had 
no knowledge of rule and eustom to guide 
her ; and though the viands were sufficiently 
good and abundant to aflbrd an excellent 
meal, they were so strangely chosen, that it 
was easier for the host to make a laughing 
apology for bis servant’s selection, than pass 
it by unobserved. But the new friends did 
not part without the day for another sitting 
being appointed; and Mr. Ireton entreated 
that they would arrange to spend the even- 
ing with him afterwards, as he had cer- 
tain curiosities of art he desired much to 
show them. As the Crawfords finally con- 
sented to this proposed plan, after only a 
faint, formal demurring at “ such intrusion,” 
they exchanged a glance which showed how 
mutually they rejoiced at the turn affairs had 
taken. 

But the second sitting was more eventful 
than the first had been. Now, Frances was 
placed in the exact pose required for the great 
icfcure; and to complete the effect, a light 
rapery was thrown over her velvet robe, and 
fastened after the antique style on the shoulder. ' 
For this purpose, Pembroke Ireton selected 
from his stores a rare cameo, to which belonged 
a history. It was one of the undoubted works 
of Benvenuto Cellini, and hod been nearly 
from his day in the possession of a noble 
French family, whose last descendant, fleeing 
from the guillotine in the Reign of Terror, 
had rescued it, with some other valuables, to 
rove his means of existence in exile. Pem- 
roke Ireton purchased the brooch at great 
cost from the collector, who had received it 
from the noble exile’s own hand; and this 
matchless head of Minerva — for such it rep- 
resented — had, independently of the stamp 
of its own beauty , an authentic pedigree of its 
possessors. Perhaps to gratify the taste of 
some belle of the eighteenth century, it had 
been gorgeously set round with brilliants ; 
but though these were included in the price 
which Pembroke Ireton cheerfully paid for 
the brooch, he had ruthlessly broken them 
away, leaving his treasure m its original! 
chaste simplicity. 

Very earnest and very honest were Mr. and 
Mrs. Crawford’s expressions of admiration of 
this exquisite wort, and they were discrim- 
inating expressions too, so that the painter 
felt that his guests understood what they 
praised ; and his pale cheek flushed and his 
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eye sparkled with pleasure as this sympathy 
declared itself. 

By this time the dusty cobweb-festooned 
parlor had been something more than “ swept 
out.” Pembroke Ire ton had felt the incon- 
gruity of entertaining his beautiful guest in a 
lumber-room, and had taken care that needful 
renovations and preparations should be made ; 
and, on this second occasion, it was with 
every appointment of elegance and comfort 
that the trio sat down to their repast. Now, 
a party of three, where two of the number 
are a really united married pair, while enjoy- 
ing the ease and confidence of close compan- 
ionship, are usually more animated and con- 
versational even than a lete d tele pair. Thus, 
merely as a pleasant, social meeting, this sec- 
ond sitting was to be marked with white in the 
calendar ; but after dinner, when the bright 
fire, and the soft lamplight, and the presence 
of his guests, threw a home-charm around 
Pembroke Ire ton, to which he was little accus- 
tomed, his nature seemed to melt, and his voice 
modulated to a tone, as if to speak his long 
i emotions were become a necessity to 


“ Not unless I tell you a heavy secret,” he 
exclaimed, addressing Frances, “ can you esti- 
mate my gladness at discovering you, or my 
gratitude for your compliance with my wishes. ” 

“ I feel it an honor,” replied Mr. Crawford, 
“ that Frances should be immortalized by so 
great a painter. Dear sir, never mention 
gratitude again !” 

“ But I must,” continued Pembroke Ireton 
with visible emotion — “I must: even one 
year hence might have been too late. The 
great painter — what a mockery ! in a little 
while to be the desolate, afflicted old man ! 
My friends,” he added with forced composure, 
“ I am losing my sight — physicians own it 
to me : unless I give up painting, I shall be 
blind in two or three years.” 

“ Then,” exclaimed Frances in a thrilling 
tone of entreaty — “ then, in pity to yourself, 
paint no more : cease from this hour. What 
is Art to sight!” 

“ Never !” replied the painter vehemently. 
“ For Art, long years ago, I gave up more 
than life and sight, though in my young, hot 
enthusiasm* I knew not what I relinquished ; 
and to the last, Art shall have me — it claims 
even the dregs of my being.” 

“ Pembroke Ireton has done enough for 
fame,” said Mr. Crawford. 

“ Fame ! Art has been my mistress ; if 
she brought her handmaiden, Fame, I could 
not help it. It is a noisy busybody, hinder- 
ing as often as helping. But life is not long 
enough to do true service to Art. Surely I 
do not grudge a pair of eyes, that have been 
but treacherous servants since, five-and- twenty 
years ago, they were exposed for two nights 
and days to the glare of Alpine snows. You 


wonder at this, my sweet young friend : it is 
the brain that paints, not the eye and the 
band.” 

But Frances was overcome by a deeper emo- 
tion than wonder. That same perilous jour- 
ney of early life which had laid the foundation 
of her father’s affliction, had similarly affected 
the twin brother ; and thus that apparently 
inseparable pair, whom yet strange circum- 
stances had divided, seemed still to be myste- 
riously united by a common misfortune. “ I 
am not wondering,” she replied, trying to 
speak calmly ; “I am only sorrowing, and 
thinking of a strange coincidence. My own 
dear father is blind — thus afflicted in conse- 
quence of a similar accident to yours — being 
lost in the snows of Switzerland when travel- 
ling in his youth in search of grand sceneiy.” 

“ How strange !” mused the painter. 

“ You must know him,” continued Frances 
in trembling tones : “ you are formed to be — 
friends, companions to each other. Ah, you. 
must know my father ; he, too, loved Art 
most dearly.” 

“ And now!” asked Pembroke Ireton. 

u He is happy, though blind,” returned the 
daughter, with a sort of cruel kindness to- 
wards her hearer — “happy, beoause our 
love, that seemed before too vast for increase, 
still grew as his sight waned ; and the wealth 
of the heart outweighs the wealth of the 
senses. It seems to me a beautiful dispensa- 
tion of Providence, that this heavy affliction 
had fhllen where every surrounding circum- 
stance lightens and alleviates it. Had my 
father been lonely and childless, how much, 
more terrible would have been his lot !” 

There was a minute’s silence. With the 
morbid sensitiveness of a recluse, and the keen 
perception of one who, if only for the purposes 
of his art, had been accustomed to anatomize 
the passions, Pembroke Ireton shrank from a 
display that might have brought about 14 a 
scene.” Stifled sobs made thick his breathing, 
and assuaging tears were rising to his eyesj 
but he controlled these evidences of emotion, 
and suddenly, and with a sort of set phrases, 
changed the discourse. “Your father must 
indeed be a happy man,” he exclaimed with 
forced calmness, “ despite his bereavement ; 
yet had I known, dear madam, that my selfish 
outpourings would have led to this sorrowful 
subject, indeed I would have refrained.” 

“ Nay,” replied Frances, “ not wholly sor- 
rowful to me; and is not sympathy, warm 
sympathy, a consolation to you!” 

“I am not sure — perhaps not. Do not 
think me ungrateful ; but I will not speak of 
my own trouble again. A little more wine, 
Mrs. Crawford ; pray, half a glass, and let 
me prepare an orange for you.’’ 

A resolute host can always give the tone to 
conversation, and whatever were Pembroke 
Iretoa’s faults, want of resolution was not one 
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of them. Thus he once more drew round the 
discourse to anecdotes of travel and art; a 
portfolio of curious engravings was brought 
forward , and shown to his appreciating guests ; 
and the marvellous Cellini cameo was once 
more admired, and the effect of the relievo ex- 
amined by lamplight. Frances* was holding 
it ; but after one or two attempts to return it 
into the artist’s own hand, she laid it on the 
table. After a little while, the owner took it 
up ; but he seemed awkward and confused, as 
if he knew not what to do with it. Presently 
he stammered out : “ If Mrs. Crawford would 
do me the favor to accept this Minerva’s head, 
as a slight memorial of these sittings, I should 
be more gratified than I can express.” 

“ So valuable a gift !” exclaimed Frances. 
“ Indeed, you do me too much honor, ore too 
generous ; how can I accept it ?” » 

“ I must appeal to you, Mr. Crawford,” re- 
turned the painter, “ to use your influence, 
and not to disappoint me. I know no one else 
worthy to wear such a gem.” \ 

“ It is a magnificent gift,” replied Mr. Craw- 
ford, “ and it would be churlish indeed to re- 
fuse the acceptance of it. Yet you lay us 
under deep obligation.” 

“/am obliged,” said Ireton, passing the 
cameo to Frances. “ I can fancy it is sentient 
enough to know that it has only now found its 
true mistress.” 

“ If I wear it though,” said Frances, hold- 
ing forth her hand, and grasping that of the 
artist very warmly, “ it must be on a condi- 
tion.” 

“ Any that you please.” 

“ Only, that you dine with us on Christmas- 
day, to meet dear papa and Frances smiled 
as only the Ida could. 

“ You are most kind ; I shall be proud and 
happy. But, ah me!” continued the artist, 
“ I had nearly forgotten : you must have the 
stones that belong to the brooch, in case you 
prefer the settings ; I do not : perhaps you 
will like them, though, for a ring or a clasp, 
and they are utterly useless to me;” and 
while he was speaking, the artist pulled out 
the drawer of a cabinet, in which, among ends 
of string and sealing-wax, old coins, steel-pens , 
worn pencils, bits of India-rubber, and neaps 
of other heterogeneous refuse, there rolled 
about some twenty or thirty large diamonds 
of the finest water. 

Frances Crawford was used to costly orna- 
ments and elegant attire, and had diamonds 
of great price in her jewel-box at home ; 
therefore, it was not acquisition of the gems 
now offered to her that touohed her heart or 
affected her to tears. But she instinctively 
felt that, despite his early errors, this 
estranged uncle had a fine nature, for no nook 
or cranny of it enshrined a meanness. And 
it is surely one test of nobility, when a man 
approaches fifty, and having had the discretion 
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to win for himself independence, has yet never 
sacrificed his soul to the vice of the old and 
the successful — avarice ! Such thoughts as 
these rushed through Frances Crawford’s 
heart, and seemed well-nigh to deprive her 
of speech ; all she could utter was, in a trem- 
bling voice, this strange rejoinder : “ You will 
dine with us on Christmas-day, to meet 
papa?” 

“ 0 yes, of course, with pleasure,” replied 
the artist ; but the changes which passed 
across the beautiful face he had studied that 
day for hours could not be unobserved by him, 
and though without a suspicion of the truth, 
his curiosity was aroused, and he said smiling : 
“May I ask who your father is? Perhaps 
an old acquaintance, or some patron, of art, 
whom I ought to know ? 1 need hardly say, 
I asked no question of your groom save your 
name and address.” 

There was again a pause, the painter won- 
dering what could have occurred to cause the 
agitation he perceived ; yet, amid all, congrat- 
ulating himself at having caught a new ex- 
pression for his Ida. “Pardon me,” he 
continued, “ if I have given pain : if this is to 
be an acted charade , I can await the solution. ’ * 

“We meant it so,” said Frances ; “ but I 
find I cannot act out my part. Ah, you have 
promised, and you will not recant?” 

“The name!” asked Ireton, still smiling, 
for the fancy possessed him that it was some 
rival painter whom he was to meet, and to- 
wards whom rumor had fabricated some story 
of jealousy or envy. 

“ William Ireton !” said Frances very soft- 
ly, yet looking, though timidly, at her uncle 
as she spoke. 

His eyes drooped beneath her gaze, and he 
sank into a chair and buried his face in his 
hands. The sobs that once before that even- 
ing had been stifled, refused again to be 
driven back, and the large tears dropped 
through his fingers. Even Edward Craw- 
ford’s manly spirit was moved, but he felt 
himself powerless to act in the drama which 
was going forward. Frances, too, was weep- 
ing freely now, but not tears of sorrow. She 
approached her uncle, and moving his bands 
from his face, as she stooped over him, 
printed a gentle, loving kiss upon one of them- 
Her action broke the spell of coldness and re- 
straint. Pembroke Ireton wound his arms 
round bis youug relative, drew her tight to 
his heart, and kissed her cheek with parental 
fondness. All he said was : “ And you must 
be my child henceforth — always.” 

It was enough. Frances laughed amid her 
own April tears, and wiped away those of 
her uncle herself, parting the thin locks which 
had fallen over his forehead, as she might 
have done the rich tresses of a pet child. 
Oh, how these gestures of tenderness went to 
the heart of the lonely man, who had once 
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thought the intellect able to satisfy the mighty 
yearnings of humanity ! Still holding Frances 
by his side, Pembroke Ireton stretched out 
his hand to her husband, saying, with a sort 
of cheerful happiness : “ A trick ; but I for- 
give you, for it has made me a new man. 
Only remember, she is mine as well as yours ; 
you must let her be my daughter.” 

“ But, Uncle Pembroke,” replied Frances, 
and the words ran together as if they had 
been often coupled — “ Uncle Pembroke, you 
will have to love Bessy and Lotty, and my 
tall brother Herbert, and Willy and Little 
Charles.” 

“Ah, but they can never be Idas !” 

“Shall you wait till Christmas-day 1” 
asked Frances in a whisper. 

“ No, the sooner we all meet the better.” 

“Why not to-night?” asked Edward 
Crawford. 

“ Why not, indeed ? Iam feverish — rest- 
less, until it is over.” 

Again the family group are seated round 
the blind merchant’s fireside, only now the 
tall brother who is succeeding him in his 
business is of the party. Again the knock at 
the evening hour, so unusual a time for chance 
visitors ; again the quick ears of the blind 
man recognize well-known voices, and he ex- 
claims : “ Frances and Edward — but they 
are not alone. If— if — it should be” 

And then the door opens, and in a few 
brief moments the brothers, separated for five- 
and-twenty years, are face to face. 

At this instant, there was something curi- 
ously “ regal” in the deportment of Frances 
Crawford. The artist’s quick appreciation 
of her qualities had been true and deep ; 
whenever it seemed to her worth while to 
lead or to govern, she did so with an authority 
that became her so much, and which she 
assumed so naturally, that no ond ever 
thought of disputing it. Accordingly she 
passed her arm through that of the tall 
brother, and motioning to the younger chil- 
dren to follow, led them out of the room 
before they had time to question her will. 

“ Now, stay up stairs till you are wanted,” 
she exclaimed with her beautiful smile; 
“ and don’t detain me with questions, for 
they cannot do without me a moment longer. 
Ah, Edward!” she continued, seeing ner 
husband and her mother close by, “ that is 
right ; take dear mamma into the little draw- 
ing-room. I know,” and this Frances 
whispered to her husband — “ I know mamma 
is thinking of my namesake, and I give you 
the charge to melt her to forgiveness. Then 
retracing her steps, she gently opened the 
door of tne dining-room 

“ It is Frances,” said her father. “ Come 

in.” 


TWO LIVES. 

“My Ida!” exclaimed the artist almost 
simultaneously with the other. “ Yes, come 
to us.” 

The blind father was leaning one elbow on 
the chimney-piece — a favorite and familiar 
attitude witl\ him — while the other hand 
rested on his brother’s shoulder ; for Pembroke 
had sunk into a chair that stood near. The 
light of a shaded lamp fell softly on the two 
countenances, showing them An full relief; 
and Frances was almost startled at the 
different expression which shone through 
features singularly alike in their outline. 
That placid expression, so often remarked in 
the blind, seemed ruffied, it is true ; but 
rather as a clear stream is stirred by the 
summer breeze in the summer sunlight, and 
so shines the brighter, than by any harsher 
cause. He looked ten years the younger of 
the two. 

There were lines of positive anguish on 
Pembroke Ireton ’s countenance, for if this 
meeting brought joy, it also awakened long- 
buried memories, that seemed to stalk abroad 
like disturbing ghosts. The happiness of the 
reconciliation itself taught him to measure 
the loss he had experienced during the estrange- 
ment of half his lifetime. He rose ns Mrs. 
Crawford entered the room, and presently she 
stood between him and her father. 

“ Uncle Pembroke ” threw his arm lightly 
round her waist, and the blind father, feeling 
her close presence, did the same ; thus agniu 
their hanas met, and most fitly as it seemed. 
Frances laughed merrily, but, releasing herself 
from this somewhat awkward embrace, kept 
firm hold of a hand of each. 

“ I see clearly,” she exclaimed with mock 
gravity, “ that there is no such thing as con- 
tentment in the world ; and this, 1 suppose, 
because the prizes in life are more fairly di- 
vided than we would have them. Here is 
Uncle Pembroke, with a fame not second to 
that of any living painter ; that is bis prize. 
You, dear papa, have drawn from fortune's 
wheel a wife tnat dotes upon you, and a quan- 
tity of unruly children, that always have their 
own way, and only pay you back for their in- 
dulgences by a vast amount of love. Uncle 
Pembroke thinks your prize the more precious 
of the two, and, ridiculous as the idea is, we 
must humor it, I suppose.” 

“ It is hardly kind to say that he is right,” 
exclaimed the blind man with much feeling. 

“ But it is true,” sighed the artist. “ Prin- 
cess ! I hear but to obey.” 

“ Of course. But if I consent to be ‘ your 
child, 1 and papa and Edward give me away to 
you, it is to be quite understood that the 
whole family shares in your artist-glory. 
Henceforth, we are all to walk inches teller, 
in feet, as if we wore high-heeled shoes 
which our pride in you will constitute.” 
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“ I have felt pride in Pembroke’s genius all 
my life,” exclaimed Mr. Ireton, “ and I am 
thus the richer of the two.” 

“ But not the pride, open, joyous, and trium- 
phantly we shall feel now. Half our acquaint- 
ances do not know of the relationship ; and, 
by the way, I must now revise my visiting 
list,” and Frances tossed back her head, as if 
•ehe were rehearsing the part of a newly-made 
duchess. 

Beneath her playful manner she had spoken 
truths, which brought a host of healing influ- 
ences with them — truths, too, which bridged 
over all the rough places in the reconcilia- 
tion. 

It was said that Frances Crawford had 
never acquired a nick-name ; but it is the case 
no longer, for her husband and her uncle at 
least commonly call her “ Ida,” and in their 
merriest moods, address her as “ Your High- 
ness.” This is not to be wondered at, seeing 
that Pembroke Ireton has already painted 
three pictures of the “ Princess,” contriving, 
by the way, to introduce the heads of Lotty 
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and Bessy among his “ violet-hooded doctors.” 
This, however, is all that he has done for a 
long time, for the entreaties of affection have 
prevailed, and he spares his eyes as much as 
possible, and follows the instructions of his 
medical advisers, who give him more hope 
than he before entertained of preserving the 
blessing of sight. Once more the brothers 
are fonaly united ; and the past is not always 
a prohibited subject. Pembroke Ireton con- 
fesses his belief, that, with the fulcrum of do- 
mestic happiness, he should have achieved 
even greater things in Art than he has done ; 
that, as the heart withers, the intellect con- / 
tracts ; and that no belief in a vocation is any 
real excuse for the omission of one near human 
duty : moreover, that the Human Life is the 
fountain of inspiration to poets and painters, 
and that to act poetry, is far nobler than to 
write or paint it. Long years of loneliness 
were the penalty of his former fatal mistake ; 
but through his brother’s family the artist at 
last experiences very many of the blessings of 
domestic life. 


From the Critic. 

Sm Bobebt Peel’s speeches are in course of 
republication, pure and simple, from Hansard’s 
melancholy pages, and a reprint of the Iron 
Duke’s parliamentary oratory is also under 
way. A likely enough biographico-historical 
monograph is a talked-of life of Queen Christina 
of Sweden, which might well in due time be 
followed by one of a very different female sov- 
ereign, Catherine of Russia. The judicial Grote 
is on the eve of an eleventh volume of his 
History of Greece; and a fourth volume of 
his History of Greek Literature is perhaps 
already due to the perseverance of Colonel 
Mure, of Caldwell, the representative of one of 
the oldest of Scottish families, and who the other 
day moved for and obtained still another select 
committee on the National Gallery. Dr. Layard 
has just published more Discoveries in the 
Ruins of JVtneveh , and already, no doubt, has 
received a commission for another one ; for the 
Dr., without vacating his seat for Aylesbury, is 
off again to the East to assist Lord Strafford de 
Redclyffe in soothing the dying moments of the 
Turkish Empire ; and before he left for that 
pious work, did not the London corporation 
bestow on him the freedom of the city in a gold 
box ? The Sacred East, if but tolerably handled, 
always commands attention from the English 
reading public, and Dr. Lepsius’ Egyptian 
Letters are aseady at their second edition. But 
the East has its modern political interest as well 
as its ancient sacred one ; and if a hundred and 
fifty millions of Hindoos are under the sway of 
England, why should not Mr. George Campbell, 
related to my lord the Chief Justice of that name, 
follow up his former book with an India as it 
may be ) ■ Even in our light literature, Hin- 
doetan is making itself felt : — Mr. Punch has 
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his Indian illustrations, and Lang, once of the 
Mofussilitty and noted in connection with Iotee 
Persaud, has begun a trashy Indian tale, The 
Wetherbys, Father and Son , appearing in 
Fraser's Magazine. From Fraser , also, 
Kingsley is reprinting his Hypatia , the worst of 
all his novels ; for though he can copy and color, 
he cannot create, and if he wish to be effective, 
he must return to the men and to the scenery 
of contemporary England. A new fiction ap- 
proaches — Sir Frederick Derwent — by tne 
author of Smugglers and Foresters , and of 
Fabian's Tower , who needs only care and cul- 
tivation to rise considerably above his present 
element of the Minerva Press. 

From the correspondence of Jeffrey and Moore, 
published in the memoirs of the latter, it would 
appear that five-and-thirty years ago the circu- 
lation of the Edinburgh Review was 13,000 per 
number ; is it half os much now — now that the 
reading world has so vastly augmented in wealth 
and population ? Our so-called “ higher” peri- 
odical press is sinking to zero in matter, manner, 
and motive. The last number of the Westmin- 
ster had actually in it articles from two Yankees, 
one of them on Daniel Webster, by a person who, 
instead of being thankftil that be was printed at 
all, is complaining on the other side of the 
Atlantic that his precious lucubration was altered 
and abridged ! Alison, the historian and chief 
political contributor to Blackwood , was made a 
baronet by the last administration, and Croker 
of the Quarterly has always been looked on as the 
stanchest of Tones. Yet each, in his several pub- 
lication, smiles on the coalition-ministry ! You 
want to “ know the reason why ?” Because Mr. 
Disraeli gibbeted Croker os Mr. Rigby , and 
laughed at Alison as Mr. Wordy. Alas ! sar- 
casms, like the “curses” and “chickens” of 
the proverb, always at last “ return home.” 
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THINGS TALKED OF IN LONDON. 


From Chamber*’ Journal. 

THINGS TALKED OF IN LONDON. 

March, 1853. 

The sadden arrival of winter with a low 
temperature, has again verified the registrar - 
general’s statement, that a fall of the ther- 
mometer to freezing-point never fails to raise 
by soibe hundreds the weekly return of 
mortality in the metropolis. The mean tem- 
perature of the second week in January was 
45 degrees, and the deaths were 1001 ; in 
the second week in February it had sunk to 
29 degrees, and the deaths numbered 1328 — 
a remarkable and seriously suggestive increase. 
“ It appears,” says the registrar, “ that 
while persons of all ages have suffered, the 
severity of the weather has been most fatal to 
persons in advanced life. Well-heated apart- 
ments, warm clothing, and comfortable lodg- 
ing at night, at all times necessary in this 
climate, are indispensable at this season 
to the aged, who find it difficult to support 
life when the temperature has fallen below 
a certain point.” For the moment, the sub- 
ject is exciting attention ; and well it may, 
for it is too certain that we have habituated 
ourselves to neglect the precautions which 
winter always necessitates, even in our, of 
late, mild climate. Of all preservative agents, 
caloric is the most potent, and yet the met is 
too commonly ignored. It will have to become 
one of the dogmas of public-health doctrine. 

From all accounts, great exertions are 
being made to improve agricultural operations. 
A digging-machine has just been invented in 
Oxfordshire, which is said to do its work far 
more thoroughly than the plough, and far 
more in accordance with the needs of modern 
husbandry. And the Agricultural Society 
having offered a prize for a manure equal to 
guano, at a cost of 5/. a ton, Mr. Pusey has 
shown that the conditions are satished by 
nitrate of soda, and at a charge less than that 
specified. He says, in illustration, that forty- 
six acres of land, if cropped with barley, and 
dressed with seventeen hundred weights of 
nitrate, would yield an increase of eighty sacks 
beyond the quantity usually obtained . A cargo 
of this fertilizer was brought to England in 
1820, but for want of a purchaser, was thrown 
overboard ; a second importation took place in 
1830 ; and from that date up to 1850, the quan- 
tify brought from Peru, where the supply is in- 
exhaustible, was 239,860 tons; value, 5,000,- 
000/. With the price reduced to 8/. a ton Mr. 
Pusey observes, “ our farmers might obtain 
from their own farms the whole foreign supply 
of wheat, without labor, and with but a few 
months' outlay of capital. I do not mean to 
say, that no failures will yet occur before we 
obtain a complete mastery over this powerful 
substance ; but I am confident that, as Cali- 
fornia has been explored in our day, so a vast 


reservoir of nitrogen — the mam desideratum 
for the worn-out fields of Europe — cannot 
long be left within a few miles of the sea, 
passed almost in sight by our steamers, yet 
still nearly inaccessible, at the foot of the 
Andes.” A oompany to work the Peruvian 
nitrate might be formed, with much better 
hope of success than in prospecting for Aus- 
tralian nuggets. . 

Connected with this subject is a result of 
“ unrestricted competition,” which is re- 
garded with some interest — the Levant is 
Becoming our chief source of corn-supply. 
We had so long been accustomed to look to 
the United States and the shores of the Baltic 
for surplus grain, that few persons thought of 
the course of trade taking a new direction. Ia 
1841 , wo imported 230,000 quarters from the 
Russian ports on the Black Sea, and the 
Turkish and other ports on the Mediterranean. 
In 1852, the quantity from the same places 
was 1,700,000 quarters; shipped chiefly at 
Galatz, Ibrail, and other Turkish marts, 
which serve as outlets for the superabundant 
produce of Hungary and the Danubean prov- 
inces. Egypt, also, sent us last year 270,000 
quarters. Nearly the whole of this trade is in 
the hands of Greek merchants established in 
England. It gives us an additional reason for 
preserving amicable relations with the east, 
and explains why the Turks do not wish to 
give up Kleik ana Sutorina to Austria. 

Another indication of social advancement is 
seen in the Excise returns just published ; 
Paper, for instance — the quantity charged 
with duty in 1851, was 150,903,543/. ; in 
1852, it was 154,469,211/. There is a great 
increase, too, in the article of soap — from 
205,199,321/. in 1851, to 224,059,700/. in 
1852. What would it not be with the duty 
off? An improvement has lately been intro- 
duced in the manufacture of paper from straw ; 
and at a mill near Dublin a kind is now made 
which is white, smooth, and suitable for 
writing-paper. Ireland is advancing also in 
another branch of industry — the manufacture 
of beet-root sugar. The produce of last year 
amounted to 142 bags, containing from three 
to four hundredweights each ; these have iust 
been sold ; and it is now contemplated to 
start two other establishments, on which 
40,000 tons of the root may be produced in a 
year. At present, 230 persons are employed 
m the manufacture ; but if the project be car- 
ried out, this number will be largely increased, 
and a great addition mode to Ireland's in- 
dustrial resources. The Irish farmers might 
also turn their attention to the growing of 
chicory, with good assurance of a market, 
since government have rescinded their order 
concerning the adulteration of coffee, and now 
the retailers are left free to mix at their own 
discretion. 

Captain Penny is trying to get up an 
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“ Arctic Company” for the establishment of 
a whaling station in Northumberland Inlet, 
Davis’ Strait ; screw-stcamera to be used to 
fish between Greenland and Nova Zembla ; 
while the mineral deposits on the shores of 
the inlet, among which plumbago is said to 
be comprised, are to bo worked as an addi- 
tional source of profit. Supplementary arctic 
expeditions are again to be sent out ; the 
Rattlesnake has sailed with supplies for the 
Behring-Strait parties ; Lady Franklin is going 
to send the Isabel steamer, uselessly, it may 
be said, to the 'same region ; and Captain 
Inglefield is to go out to Beechey Island, at 
the entrance of Wellington Channel, in the 
Phcenix steamer, to inquire the news respect- 
ing Sir Edward Belcher. Dr. Rae will do 
what be can in another overland iourney *, 
and Lieutenant Kane, with his American 
explorers, will again join the search, resolved 
to find the pole if they can find nothing else. 
The prodigious cost of these expeditions makes 
one regret that more pains had not been 
taken to give them a systematic character and 
purpose ; we should not then have had so 
many desultory, and fruitless attempts as have 
been made since 1848 to discover the long-lost 
Franklin party. 

Our Asiatic Society have had an interesting 
communication from Colonel Rawlinson, who 
writes that he has found a largo number of 
Scythian inscriptions, which are allied to the 
Median dialects, and of an age prior to the 
reign of Nebuchadnezzar. Taking the term 
Scythic in its widest sense, he considers the 
Hamite nations — Cush, Misraim, Nimrod, 
and Canaan — to be Scythian, but partially 
intermixed in course of time with the Shemite 
races. This discovery is said to clear up 
difficulties which have long existed in the 
patriarchal genealogies, and in the traditions 
of Grecian history, and it will help to a bet- 
ter knowledge generally of the period in ques- 
tion. The colonel adds that he finds much 
in the Talmud to aid his researches, and he 
has been enabled to fix the geography of cer- 
tain doubtful places ; among these, it appears 
that Bire is the ancient Sepharvaim. Another 
illustration of Scripture was found by the 
Turks in a search at Nebbi Yunus — a bronze 
statue, with the name of Esarhaddon, in the 
ancient character, on the breast. 

Captain Allen is so desirous to convert the 
greater part of the Holy Land into a great sea 
by his project for a canal from the Red Sea, 
across the sandy tract at the head of the 
Gulf of Ak&bah, that he has offered to go out 
and survey the spot if properly supported. It 
is a scheme we may very safely leave to future 
generations. The exploration of Africa is 
more to our present purpose, but its accom- 
plishment is not easy. News has just come 
to hand of the death of Dr. Overweg, whose 
valuable labors have been frequently mentioned 
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in the Journal. He was seized with fever at 
Kuka, and removed for change of air to a 
favorite woody spot about ten miles from Lake 
Tchad, where ho died on the 20th September 
last. Fortunately, his companion, Dr. Barth, 
retains his health and energy, and being well 
provided with servants and animals, will 
pursue his travels ; when last heard of, he was 
about to set out for Timbuctoo. The map of 
the discoveries already made embraces a vast 
interior region heretofore unknown. Dr. 
Vogel, another young German, is now on his 
way with stores and scientific instruments, and 
accompanied by two sappers and miners, to 
join Dr. Barth ; and, if they do not fall victims 
to the climate, we may expect news of further 
explorations before many months are over. 

A debate which our Civil Engineers have 
had about heated air as a motive-power, took, 
on the whole, an unfavorable view of the caloric 
question ; they will, however, wait the result 
of further inquiry and experiment. In another 
quarter, we near of attempts to render electro- 
magnetism available as a locomotive power, 
ana with greater assurance of success than any 
hitherto attempted. We shall see. A plan 
is being tried for converting the muddy deposit 
at the bottom of the Thames into a potent 
and inodorous manure, to which we may 
devoutly wish success, as it will remove a 
cause of pollution from our river and atmos- 
phere, and save dishonest people the trouble 
of pounding red sandstone to sell as guano. 
Hollow glass- walls are coming more into use 
in gardens, and some attempts have been 
made at roofing with transparent tiles. In 
Prussia, green glass-tiles, a quarter-inch thick, 
have been introduced with entire success. 
An important subject has come before the 
Sooiety of Arts — namely “ On uniformity in 
weights, measures, and moneys it is one 
which must be daily talked about if it is ever 
to be adopted. That it ought to be, no one 
doubts who is able to form an opinion there- 
upon. Our “ Department of Practical Art” 
is about to establish district schools of art 
and elementary drawing; and the Museum 
of Economic Geology is to be renamed College 
of Practical Science, and to cooperate with 
two other industrial institutions in Dublin, 
under control of the Board of Trade. This is 
a preliminary step to the ghmd central college 
at Kensington, into which it is ultimately to 
merge. Art and science are thus to be 
brought together ; and as we have an inspec- 
tor for the former, so are we to have one for 
the latter ; and thus we may consider that the 
first step is taken in the scheme for giving the 
best effect to the art and science of tne country* 
at large. A new application of photography 
is talked about ; it is to make light available 
for calico-printing. The time required for the 
process is said to be from two to twenty 
minutes, and it can be made use of for silk^ 
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woollen, op flax, as well as cotton. The 
material, after being dried in the dark, is 
exposed to the light with a perforated screen 
of paper, by which the pattern is formed. 
Projectors are busy in many places upon the 
electric light, and some of them are erelong to 
succeed in producing it. It is one of those 
things whicn we must believe only on the 
soundest demonstration. And to conclude 
with a fact interesting to all who are inter- 
ested in books ; the Academy of Moral and 
Political Science of Paris have elected Mr. 
Macaulay one of their members, and the King 
of Prussia has made him a knight of his Order 
of Merit . 


from the Economist. 

GERMAN COMMERCE. 

The new commercial treaty between Austria 
and Prussia is to come into force on the 1st of 
January, 1854, for the term of twelve years ; 
but, immediately after its commencement, 
commissioners are to be appointed, who shall 
inquire into the possibility of increasing the 
facilities of intercourse by the further reduction 
or total repeal of duties, the object being to 
prepare the way foraperfoct unity of customs 
even previous to the expiration of the present 
treaty. 

The right of becoming parties to this treaty 
is reserved by Prussia for all the German 
States that may be members of the Zollverein 
on January 1, 1854, or subsequently may be- 
come so. On the side of Austria the same 
right is reserved for her Italian territories. 

On the 23d instant Hanover published her 
new tariff, which is to come into force from 
the 1st of March, preparatory to the incorpora- 
tion of the Hanoverian Steuerverein ana the 
Prussian Zollverein on the 1st of January, 
1854. By the same edict Hamburg has ceased 
to be a free harbor. 

Seldom has so comprehensive a treaty been 
concluded between any two powers as this 
between Austria and Prussia, not only affect- 
ing import, export, and transit duties, but also 
internal and coast navigation, railroad traffic, 
douane at the frontiers, and reciprocal protec- 
tion to the subjects of both crowns at the 
hands of the consuls of either power ; even a 
common coinage and identical weights and 
measures belong now to the number of possi- 
bly attainable acquisitions. It is the first 
real step towards German unity, or anything 
approaching to hearty and sincere cooperation, 
cince the dark and melancholy days of Napo- 
leon's tyranny. 

After the lapse of this year the whole 
centre of the continent of Europe will be 
.united in one solidarile of commercial and 
•fiscal regulations, if not of interests ; from the 
plains of Lombardy on tbe south to the coasts 
of the Baltic ana the North Sea, with the 


solitary exception of Mecklenburg, there will 
be practically one Customs Union. 

There is now no difficulty in the way of 
reopening the conferences for the renewal of 
the Zollverein with the accession of the 
Steuerverein ; and it is easy to foresee that the 
States of tbe Darmstadt coalition will this 
time offer no unnecessary obstacles to their 
own readmission. By the agreement of 
Austria on the south with Prussia on the 
north, their own flank is turned, they are out- 
manoeuvred, and their adhesion becomes a 
matter of almost geographical necessity. 


Principles and Effects not Patentable. 
— The Supreme Court of the United States at 
its late session decided that principles, or a 
new power, or new results, cannot be patented, 
but only the processes by which the new 
result is obtained. Judge McLean, in an- 
nouncing the opinion of a majority of the 
Court, Baid : — 

The word principle is used by elementary 
writers on patent subjects, and sometimes in ad- 
judications of courts, with such a want of pre- 
cision in its application as to mislead. It is ad- 
mitted that a principle is not patentable. A 
principle in the abstract is a fundamental truth, 
an original cause, a motive ; these cannot be 
patented, as no one can claim in either of them 
an exclusive right. Nor can an exclusive right 
exist to a new power, should one be discovered 
in addition to those already known. Through 
the agency of machinery a new steam power may 
be said to have been generated, but no one can 
appropriate this power exclusively to himself 
under the patent laws. The same may be said 
of electricity, and of any other power in nature, 
which is alike open to all, and may bo applied to 
useful purposes by the use of machinery. 

In all such cases the processes used to extract, 
modify, and concentrate natural agencies con- 
stitute the invention. The elements of the power 
exist ; the invention is not in discovering them, 
but in applying them to the useful objects. 
Whether the machinery used be novel, or consist 
of a new combination of parts known, the right 
of the inventor is secured against all who use the 
same mechanical power, or one that shall be sub- 
stantially the same. A patent is not good for an 
effect or the result of a certain process, as that 
would prohibit all other persons from making 
the same thing by any means whatever. This, 
by creating monopolies, would discourage arts 
and manufactures against the avowed policy of 
the patent laws. 

A new property, discovered in matter, when 
practically applied in the construction of a use- 
fill article of commerce or manufacture, is patent- 
able, but the process through which the new 
property is developed and applied must be stated 
with such precieion as to enable an ordinary 
mechanic to construct and apply the necessary 
process. This is required by the patent laws of 
England and of the United States, in order that 
when the patent shall run out the public 
know how to profit by the invention. 
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From the Spectator. 

KENNEDY’S SECOND VOYAGE OF THE 
PRINCE ALBERT.* 

Thk principal feature of this volume is a 
winter Devond the Arctic circle, and a foot 
journey of some eleven hundred miles over 
land and frozen seas in the spring, which in 
that region is equivalent to winter. The ex- 
peditions in search of Franklin, fitted out by 
government, have been directed to explore the 
seas and islands to the westward or the lands 
and channels to the northward of Barrow's 
Strait. It appears to have been considered by 
Lady Franklin and her friends, that the land 
on the south side of the Strait might perchance 
furnish some traces of Sir John and his hardy 
band, and that it ought to be thoroughly ex- 
plored. The first expedition undertaken 
through her personal exertions and influence 
had that end in view, but did not succeed, 
apparently from some dissatisfaction in the 
crew.f With affectionate pertinacity, Lady 
Franklin was not discouraged by the Prince 
Albert’s return, but resolved to despatch that 
little fairy yacht of ninety tons a second time. 
Mr. Kennedy, who appears to have had expe- 
rience of northern regions in Canada and the 
Hudson *8 Bay Territory, was appointed to the 
command ; and M. Bellot, a young French 
naval officer, joined the expedition as volun- 
teer, and acted as lieutenant. 

Not much of interest, beyond that of a com- 
mon northern voyage, occurred till their 
arrival in Prince Regent’s Inlet, where they 
wintered in Batty’s Bay. The vessel was too 
small and the crew too few in number to ad- 
mit of the varied amusements and literary 
undertakings which serve to employ the time 
in the larger expeditions. Their only diver- 
sion was an organ, the gift of Prince Albert ; 
but they were so fully occupied in preparing 
for their overland excursion and forming depots 
along their proposed route, that time can 
scarcely be said to have hung heavy on their 
bands. On the 25th of February they started 
from head-quarters; but such were the ob- 
stacles from the weather, especially snow- 
storms, that they did not arrive at Fury Beach 
till the 5th of March, having been detained 
for a whole week in an encampment of snow- 
houses. It was the latter end of March before 
they were able to take their grand departure, 
and they did not return to the ship till the 
30th of May. During their peregrinations 
they had explored three sides or North Som- 
erset, and a large portion of the block of lands 
beyond it, whose coast Captain Ommaney had 

* A Short Narrative of the Seoond Voyage of 
the Prince Albert in Search of Sir John Franklin. 
By William Kennedy, Commanding the Expedi- 
tion. Published by Dalton. 

t Spectator , 1851. Snow’s “ Voyage of the Prince 
Albert.” 


discovered and named Prince of Wales Land. 
The journey extended over two degrees of 
latitude and ten of longitude — 72°, 74° north 
latitude, 90° to 100° west longitude. 

Mr. Kennedy ’8 residence in America has 
given to his style somewhat of the forced 
vivacity which distinguishes the penman of 
the New World. Yet his narrative really 
makes the hardships and merit of the adven- 
turous journey appear less than they must 
have been. In Europe, a man who should 
undertake to walk a thousand miles in two 
months, in the fine weather, would look upon 
it os a feat. In this Arctic journey , six men 
and five dogs dragged or carried amongst them 
about two thousand pounds’ weight (which, 
however, continually diminished by con- 
sumption) , slept in snow-houses, encamping 
for five or six nights upon frozen seas, almost 
dependent upon their own stores for their 
means of subsistence, and went without fire 
when they halted for a day to recruit. Yot 
it is only when something extraordinary 
happens that wo hear of any difficulty — such 
as snow-storms, snow-blindness, frost-bites, 
or scurvy — and then as a fact, not as a 
complaint ; while a misadventure becomes a 
matter of mirth. 

The gale of Saturday (28th February) con- 
tinuing during three days, we were of necessity 
compelled to remain in camp. During a short 
interval on the 2d of March, the weather ap- 
pearing to get more moderate, we were enabled 
to return for what cargo had been left behind 
daring our former trip. It was taken onward as 
far as we dared, and we returned to the camp 
against a wind so keen that no face escaped 
being frost-bitten — the strong wind in this in- 
stance being the cause, rather than the degree 
of temperature* for this was comparatively mod- 
erate. On the morning of the 8d, a lull of an 
hour or so enticed us to bundle up and lash our 
sleigh. No sooner had we done this and pro- 
ceeded a short distance than the gale came on 
with redoubled fury ; in consequence of which 
we had to hasten back to our snow retreat, and 
were glad enough to have been still so near a 
shelter when caught by it, as we had much diffi- 
culty in keeping on our feet from the violence of 
the whirling eddies, that came sweeping along 
an exposed headland near us. Such was the 
force of the wind, that oolumn after column of 
whirling spray was raised by it out of a continu- 
ous lane of water, more than a mile broad, whioh 
the present gale had opened out along the coast, 
at the distance of only a few yards from our 
present encampment As these successive col- 
umns were lifted out of the water, they were 
borne onward with a speed scarcely less rapid 
than the “wings of the wind” itself. Whilst 
detained here we narrowly escaped being buried 
by an infant avalanche. A hardened mass of snow 
of several tons in weight having been disengaged 
from the summit of the cliff above us by the 
sweeping winds, came rolling down with a noise 
, that told fearfully of its approach* In its descent 
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it carried along with it several fragments of rock 
that lay in its path ; and at length, being able 
to advance no farther, lodged itself within a few 
yards of our present dwelling, after ploughing 
up a bed for itself in the hard-packed snow be- 
fore it, and doing us no other harm than scatter- 
ing a few harmless masses of snow about the base 
of our encampment ; which brought forth the 
words from one of our party, “ Come, boys, let 
us run,” to the no small merriment of the rest 

This is a picture of rest on an Arctic tramp. 

Wednesday, 13 th [ April .] — Still snowing, 
and the weather very thick ; whioh, added to our 
snow-blindness, compelled us to camp at two 
p. m., after making a very inconsiderable dis- 
tance from our last encampment 

14 th, 16 th, l&th, and 17th. — After several 
abortive attempts to make head against the 
storm, found ourselves compelled to remain 
where we were. Although the loss of so much 
valuable time was a subject of much regret to us 
all, the relief from exposure to the glare of the 
snow was of great benefit to those affected with 
snow-blindness. 

During this detention, and, indeed, on all 
other occasions of a similar nature throughout 
the journey, we restricted ourselves to one meal 
a day, and, to save fuel, ate our biscuit or pera- 
mican with snow or ice instead of water ; and by 
this means were enabled to make twenty-five days* 
provision and fuel last thirty-five. The luxury 
of a cup of hot tea — and it was a luxury which 
we would not have exchanged for the wealth of 
Ophir — was reserved for our marching-days. 
The flame of a gill and a half of spirits of wine 
was sufficient to boil a pint of tea for each of our 
party ; and this quantity was duly measured out 
with the most scrupulous exactitude every morn- 
ing and evening for breakfast and tea, except- 
ing of course the banian days of our detention. 

The thermometer at noon indicated -f-22 ; a 
temperature which, to our sensations, was abso- 
lutely oppressive. One of our dogs, through 
over-exertion combined with the unusual heat, 
fainted in his traces, and lay gasping for breath 
for a quarter of an hour, but after recovering 
went on as merrily as ever. These faithful crea- 
tures were perfect treasures to us throughout 
the journey. They were all suffering like our- 
selves from snow-blindness, but did not in the 
least relax their exertions on this account. The 
Esquimaux dog is, in fact, the camel of these 
Northern deserts ; the faithful attendant of man, 
and the sharer of his labors and privations. 

The travellers were greatly assisted by the 
depots of provisions left by former expeditions 
at Gape Walker and along the ooast of Re- 

5 ant's Inlet, especially the early one of Sir 
amc8 Ross. The articles were in capital 
condition — better, in fact, than the later 
provisions. This Mr. Kennedy attributes to 
the cases ; we should rather ascribe it to the 
contents — “cheap and nasty” was not a 
principle of general action thirty yeare ago. 

We had helped ourselves very liberally from 


the old stores of the Fury (at Fury Beach), 
which we found not only in the best preserva- 
tion, but much superior in quality, after thirty 
years of exposure to the weather, to some of our 
own . stores* and those supplied to the other 
Arctic expeditions. This high state of preserva- 
tion, I cannot help attributing in some measure 
to the strength and thickness of the tins, in 
which the preserved meats, vegetables, and soups 
had been placed. The flour had all caked in 
solid lumps, which had to be reground and 
passed through a sieve before it was fit for the 
cook’s hands. In other respects it was fresh and 
sweet as ever, and supplied us with a stock of 
excellent biscuit. 


From the Examiner, ldth Mt rrh- 
SELF-CRIMINATION. 

Wk had not the opportunity last week of 
noticing Lord Brougham's able argument for 
the abolition of the absurd rule of evidence, 
protecting a witness against self-crimination. 
No doubt there was a time when this law 
served a high purpose, more than atoning for 
its inconveniences in other respects. It was 
a bar to torture, when fears might have been 
entertained of its revival, or of resort to it 
upon extraordinary occasion. The application 
of the question was rendered impossible by the 
maxim, Nemo se ipsum tenetur inculpate. 

But that use, however excellent in its time, 
has long passed away, and the rule has sur- 
vived its only virtue. Latterly it has been 
defended on the plea of its humanity to the 
offender, for whom a law is demanded by law- 
yers, like the law, in sporting phrase, accorded 
to game or to the fox, which is not to be put 
to death except by the hounds, after a chase 
conducted according to certain rules. Detect- 
ing a culprit out of his own mouth has been 
regarded by lawyers as knocking a fox on the 
head is looked upon by squires, or os shooting 
a pheasant sitting, or a hare in its form, is to 
a sportsman. Law is claimed for these crea- 
tures as for culprits, who must not be made to 
criminate themselves. The absurdity of this 
rule was thus ably exposed by Lord Brougham : 

When a witness was produced in court, for what 
purpose was he produced ? For the purpose of 
investigating the truth in the trial of the issue 
between the parties, or in the trial of the guilt or 
innocence of the parties. It was for the sake of 
truth to further the ends of justice, and to obtain 
from his testimony a knowledge of the truth, 
that the witness was called. Well, then, how 
did the objection to his giving this evidence 
arise ? A question was put to him. It was be- 
lieved to be relevant to the matter in issue. If 
not, it wos objectionable, as being totally irrele- 
vant ; and then no question could arise as to the 
protection of the witness. But, admitting the 
question to be relevant, admitting it to be im- 
portant, admitting the answer to the question, 
whether given affirmatively or negatively, ma- 
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teri&l to enlighten the court — admitting that 
the truth was to be got at by the answer given 
to that question, he had a right to go further, 
and to assume that the truth could not be got 
at without an answer being given to that ques- 
tion. But the law said the witness was ex- 
empted from answering, because he said that the 
answer he might give might, peradventure, 
criminate himself Assuming all the difficulties, 
anomalies, and uncertainties of the law — ad- 
mitting for the present that the answer was 
right, “ I will not answer that question because 
it is a question which may tend to criminate 
myself,” — he (Lord Brougham) would remind 
their lordships that the court was not to be 
satisfied that the question would criminate the 
witness. If the witness thought it would crimi- 
'nate him, that was enough ; nay, if he said so, 
it was enough. The interest of the parties to 
the cause was put entirely out of view. They could 
not have their cause tried because a man on 
whom, by his own showing, suspicion rested, 
chose to say he would not give evidence. A man 
might be tried — his property, his liberty, his 
life, might be in jeopardy — that which many 
men valued more than life, his reputation, might 
be at stake ; a witness might be put into the box 
to swear away his estates, his liberty, his life, 
his character, and might have committed the 
most atrocious offences, yet that man so to be 
tried for the sake of his property, his liberty, his 
life, his character, was not suffered by the law, 
by the humanity and evenhanded justice of the 
law, to ask a question to ascertain whether the 
witness were a miscreant, utterly incredible, or 
were a person perfectly honest, honorable, trust- 
worthy, and worthy of belief. And why ? To 
protect the witness ? No ; it was said, no. The 
witness was prevented from giving evidence, 
because people would not give evidence if they 
were to expose themselves to the risk of being 
detected and discovered. The evidence of a man 
who had committed an offence might be very 
valuable in a cause in other respects where he 
had no interest ; it might be very fit to examine 
him for the ends of justice, but, at all events, if 
he were ever so untrustworthy — and the more 
so the better for the argument — the stronger 
the reason for excluding that cross-examination 
the tendency and inevitable effect of which must 
be to destroy his evideuce. The law abhorred 
the trial of collateral issues, but there was a 
worse thing than trying a collateral issue, and 
that was deciding without the issue being tried. 

We must confess that we are not satisfied 
with Lord Cran worth’s objection to Lord 
Brougham’s proposal to aboiish this prepos- 
terous rule of evidence. 

He entirely concurred in the feeling which had 
prompted his noble and learned friend to en- 
deavor to devise some mode of getting out of that 
difficulty ; for, in common, he was sure, with all 
who had been in the habit of attending coarts of 
justice, or of taking part in the proceedings in 
such courts, he (the lord chancellor) had oon- 
tinually been shocked by the certainty that in- 
justice was done, and truth was excluded, be- 


cause a witness said, “ I cannot answer that 
question, for it will tend to criminate me.** He 
felt bound to say, however, that until they were 
prepared to alter the law a great deal more, and 
to say that it should be part of their system to 
interrogate prisoners upon charges, he did not 
think the clause proposed by his noble and 
learned friend could by possibility become the 
law of the land. If it was the law that a person 
charged with picking a pocket had a right to 
say, “ You are not to ask me such questions ; I 
will answer nothing ; prove the charge if you 
oan would it not be a strange anomaly if 
they evaded that law by calling the accused 

K >rson os a witness in some other proceeding } 
e (the lord chancellor) was perfectly ready to 
concur with his noble and learned friend in any 
reasonable inquiry as to whether the law ought 
to be altered — whether the rule of law, “ JVemo 
tenetur seipsum inculpare was or was not 
a correct principle ; but he thought it would be 
impossible to consent to a clause enabling them 
to call upon a person to answer, as a witness, 
questions which, if a direct charge were made 
against him, he could not be called upon to answer. 

Now, we cannot recognize the good sense of 
continuing this bad rule in the five cases out 
of six, of witnesses, because in the sixth case 
of a prisoner on trial, it would seem anoma- 
lous that the interrogation allowed in the other 
instances should not oe permissible. It would 
surely be desirable to get rid of a rule adverse 
to the ends of justice in the examination of 
witnesses, though it may not be practicable 
to abolish it in the smaller class of cases of 
persons in the dock. But, after all, it is odd 
enough that the law which so stickles for 
defending criminals against question as to 
their offence, yet commences its proceeding^ 
by asking them whether they are guilty, or 
not guilty ; but of course with full license of 
mendacity in their reply. And, according to 
the old law, the prisoner was liable to severe 
pains if he refused to plead; so that the 
alternative of the law was either that he 
should criminate himself to the fullest extent, 
or resort to a lie in order that the proceedings 
for the discovery of the truth might have their 
course. An auspicious commencement, truly, 
for such an end ! Further, Lord Cranworth 
remarked : — 

Although he (the lord ehaneellor) felt, with his 
noble and learned friend, that this was a matter 
which ought to be looked into, and although he 
regretted the discreditable scenes which were 
sometimes witnessed in courts of justice, he re- 
garded with very considerable apprehension any 
system which would create a sort of rival dex- 
terity among different judges as to examining a 
prisoner, and entrapping him into some admis- 
sion that would implicate him. This was a mode 
of proceeding which every one who had attended 
foreign courts of justice must frequently have 
observed ; but he thought it was a system more 
unpleasant to witness than the occasional escape 
from justice of persons oocosed under our laws. 
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This seems to os to be arguing from the 
abuse against the use. The judicial office 
abroad is not of the dignity it is of in this 
country. And a corresponding difference of 
conduct and demeanor is found in the func- 
tionaries, especially in France, where the 
majority of judgeships rank far below the 
police magistracy of this country. But even 
with our neighbors, in the higher judicial 
stations, the scenes to which Lora Cr&nworth 
alludes are rare and exceptional ; and, objec- 
tionable as they are, we cannot agree with 
the chancellor that the escape of guilt is 
preferable to exhibitions of judicial indecorum. 
And it is really not to the law, but to national 
temperament, that is to be referred the un- 
seemly exhibitions in the interrogation of 
criminals in France ; for the same cause that 
gives to discussions between our mercurial, 
neighbors the appearance of a quarrel, accounts' 
for the vehemence and passion of the bench , 
in extorting the self-betrayal of prisoners. It 
is not English law that would make the 
generality of French judges staid and demure, 
nor would French law make our bench eager, 
warm, and fiercely disputatious with the 
prisoner. 


M. DE BUCH. 

The following is a translation of an affect- 
ing letter from the veteran Baron Alexander 
Humboldt to Sir Roderick Murchison — the 
original of w’hich has been kindly communi- 
cated by Sir Roderick to us. It conveys 
intelligence which will be heard with great 
regret in the scientific world of England. 

Berlin, March 4, 1853. 

That I should be destined — I, an old man of 
eighty-three — to announce to you, dear Sir 
Roderick, the saddest news that I oould have to 
convey ; — to you for whom M. De Buch pro- 
fessed a friendship so tender — and to the many 
admirers of his genius, his vast labors, and his 
noble character ! Leopold De Buch was taken 
from us this morning by typhoid fever — so 
violent in its attack that two days only of dan- 
ger warned us. He was at my house so lately as 
the 26th [ult.], despite the snow and the dis- 
tance between us — talking geology with the 
most lively interest That evening he went into 
society ; and on Sunday and Monday (the 27th 
and 28th) he complained of a feverish attack, 
which he believed to be caused by a large chil- 
blain swelling from which he had suffered for 
years. The inflammation required the applica- 
tion of leeches — but the pain and the fever in- 
creased. He was speechless for thirty-eight 
hours. .... He died surrounded by his friends 
— most of whom knew nothing of his danger till 
Wednesday evening, the 2nd of March. 

He and I were united by a friendship of sixty- 
three yeara ; a friendship which never knew in- 
terruption. I found him, in 1791, in Werner’s 

hqjwe in Freiberg, when I entered the School of 

»■ 


Mines. We were together in Italy, in Switzer- 
land, in France — four months inSaltzberg. M. 
De Buch was not only one of the great illustra- 
tions of his age — he was a man of noble soul. 
His mind left a track of light wherever it passed. 
Always in contact with Nature herself — he 
could boast of having extended the limits of ge- 
ological science. I grieve for him profoundly — 
without him I fpcl desolate. I consulted him as 
a master ; and his affection (like that of Gay 
Lussac and that of Ar&go, who were also his 
friends) sustained me in my labors. He was 
four years my junior — and nothing forewarned 
me of this misfortune. It is not at the t digtanoe 
of a few hours only from such a loss, that I can 
say more respecting it. Pity me — and accept 
the homage of my profound respect and affec- 
tionate devotion. Al. Humboldt. 


And my poor countryman Overweg, in Africa ! 
— What a blessing to learn one day by means 
of the astronomer Vogel the magnetic condition 
of the interior of a vast continent !” 


Rural Essays . By A. J. Downing. G. P. 
Putnam. New York. 

This beautifully-printed volume comprises, with 
one or two exceptions, all Mr. Downing’s edi- 
torial papers in the Horticulturist , and is as im- 
portant a contribution to the literature of rural 
taste as any of his previous works. After the 
completion of his “ Treatise on the Theory and 
Practice of Landscape Gardening,’ * his “ Cot- 
tage Residences,” and his “ Fruit and Fruit 
Trees of North America,” which have done so 
much to impart a new charm to country life, and 
to beautify the face of the land, Downing devoted 
himself more to the details of rural reform. In 
the monthly numbers of his journal he gave his 
many readers hints on green-houses And flower- 
gardens, the drapery of cottages, lawns, vine- 
yards, hedges and ornamental trees, country 
churches and country school-houses — public 
parks and cemeteries, and all other matters in 
which his cultivated taste detected the want of 
improvement We consider these papers models 
in their way. Downing never dwells long enough 

r n any topic to exhaust or to fatigue the reader. 

made his suggestions as they occurred to him 
in his rambles. His object was to point out how 
a countryman should do justice to the land on 
which he lived, and make himself a home in con- 
formity with the character of the landscape which 
surrounded him. 

We think this publication as opportune as it is 
valuable. The readers of the Horticulturist , 
familiar with these papers, will be pleased to 
have them in this shape, and thousands of others, 
attracted by Downing’s reputation and his mel- 
ancholy fate, will read them, and, we hope, at- 
tempt to carry out the excellent advice they con- 
tain. 

This collection is edited by Mr. George William 
Curtis, who has added a pleasing memoir of Mr. 
Downing. Miss Bremer’s letter to Mr. Down- 
ing’s friends, also printed in this volume, is a 
warm tribute to his character. — J\T. Y. E. 
Po*U 
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From Chambers 1 Journal. 

A FEW STATISTICS OF AMERICAN 
SLAVERY. 

While American novelists have been draw- 
ing paper pictures of “ Uncle Tom’s Cabin,’’ 
“ Aunt Phillis* Cabin,” and innumerable 
other competitive cabins of this character, 
the planters of the south have been visited 
with a sort of philanthropic mania for erect- 
ing “ improved dwellings” for their negroes, 
and introducing “scientific culture” into 
their cotton-fields. They have been holding 
conventions to promote industrial progress, 
collecting statistics, supporting commercial 
journals, and contributing personal experi- 
ence, in the shape of essays and letters, a 
vast mass of which had been recently pub- 
lished in an encyclopedic work on the Indus - 
trial Resources of the Southern and Western 
Stales .* Wo have read these papers with 
much interest, for though they are animated 
with an intense southern spirit, they are full 
of valuable information, much of which can- 
not elsewhere be met with. They have the 
advantage, too, of not having . been written 
for any other purpose than the mutual benefit 
and instruction of the planters themselves, 
and are, therefore, more unreserved and more 
worthy of confidence than if they had been 
originally intended for permanent publication 
in a form which would bring them before 
European readers. The contributors are 
planters, lawyers and physicians, each illus- 
trating his own department of the subject. 

The medical reports are occupied with the 
diseases and physical peculiarities of the ne- 
groes ; but of these only a few points may 
engage our attention. 

One of the most formidable ailments among 
negroes, more fatal than any other, is conges- 
tion of the lungs. Except when the body is 
warmed by exercise, the negro’s lungs are 
very sensitive to the impressions of cold air. 
When not working, they are eager to crowd 
around a fire, even in comparatively warm 
weather, and seem to take a positive pleasure 
in breathing heated air and warm smoke. If 
they sleep beside a fire, they turn their heads 
to it. 

Consumption is a common disease, and 
presents peculiar features. Its seat is not in 
the lungs, stomach, liver, or any organ of the 
body, but in the mind ; and its cause is stated 
to be cruelty on the part of the master, and 
superstition or dissatisfaction on the part of 
the negro. On almost every large planta- 
tion, one or more negroes are to be found who 
are ambitious to be considered in the charac- 
ter of conjurers, in order to gain influence, 

* The Industrial Resources, 4*e., °f the Southern and 
Western States . ‘ By J. D. B. De Bow, Professor of 
Political Economy in the University of Louisiana. 
3 vola. 1852. 


and to make the others fear and obey them. 
It is said that their influence over their fel- 
low-servants would not be credited by persons 
unacquainted with the superstitious mind of 
the negro. Intelligent negroes believe in con- 
juration, though they are ashamed to ac- 
knowledge it. The effect of such a supersti- 
tion — a firm belief that he is poisoned or 
conjured — upon the patient’s mind, already 
in a morbid state, and his health affected from 
hard usage, overtasking, or exposure, want 
of wholesome food, gooa clothing, comfortable 
lodging, with the distressing idea that he is 
an object of dislike both to his master and his 
fellow-slaves, and has no one to befriend 
him, tends directly to generate that erythism 
of mind which is the essential cause of negro 
consumption. This complaint often causes 
a depraved appetite for earth, chalk, lime, 
and such indigestible substances — natural 
instinct leading the patient to absorbents to 
correct the state of the stomach. 

Contrary to the received opinion, a northern 
climate, though not so favorable to the phys- 
ical health, is the most favorable to the intel- 
lectual development of the negroes ; those of 
Missouri, Kentucky, and the colder parts of 
Virginia and Maryland, having much more 
mental energy, being more bold and ungov- 
ernable than in the southern lowlands ; a 
dense atmosphere causing a better ventilation 
of their blood. A northern climate remedies, 
to a considerable degree, their naturally in- 
dolent disposition ; but they are more healthy 
and long-lived in a tropical climate, provided 
they can be induced to labor. So sensitive 
are they to cold, and so little are they affected 
by that fell destroyer of the white race, mala- 
ria, which kills more than war and famine, 
that they suffer, in the southern states, more 
from diseases of winter than those of sum- 
mer. “ They are,” says Dr. Nott, of Mobile, 
“ exempt from the violent congestive fevers 
of our interior districts, and other violent 
forms of marsh fever ; and so exempt are they 
from yellow fever, that I am now attending 
my first case of this disease in a full-bloodea 
negro. In fact, it would seem that negro 
blood is an antidote against yellow fever, for 
the smallest admixture of it with the white 
will protect against this disease, even though 
the subject come from a healthy northern lat- 
itude in the midst of an epidemic.” 

Physiologically, negroes resemble children, 
in whom the nervous system predominates, 
and whose temperament is lymphatic. Good- 
nature is decidedly a prevalent charac- 
teristic of the negro race, but it is associated 
with irritability ; and, considering their treat- 
ment, this last peculiarity can excite no sur- 
prise. One of the greatest mysteries to those 
unacquainted with the negro character, is the 
facility with which 200 or 300 able-bodied ne- 
groes are held in subjection by one white many 
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who sleeps in perfect security among them, 
with doors and windows open. Another 
mystery is the undoubted fact of the love they 
bear to a kind master. It is not arbitrary 
authority over them that they dread, but cru- 
elty, ana the petty tyranny and imposition 
of one another. All this is accounted for by 
their physiological constitution. The slave- 
holder, of course, makes this an argument for 
slavery. But if, in these respects, his negroes 
are like his children, what snould he do with 
the latter? The facts are undoubted*, but 
they might suggest a very different course of 
treatment for the negroes. 

The vital statistics of slavery are not suffi- 
ciently copious and accurate to furnish data 
for very sweeping conclusions . But increased 
attention has been directed to the subject, in 
consequence of the introduction of life insur- 
ance in connection with the slaves . This would 
be a powerful prop to the system, and a 
source of increased cruelty to its victims. 
And herein is the great obstacle to its success. 
When a company insures the life of a free 
man, it has the best of all guarantees against 
foul play — namely, the innate love of life of 
the insured party. But the master’s self- 
interest is the sole law in the treatment of 
negroes ; and as soon as a slave became un- 
sound, and worth less than the amount insured, 
what would be the result? The tender mer- 
cies of his master would be very small ; and 
it is a singular fact that the negroes who will 
nurse their master with untiring devotion and 
kindness, night and day, are utterly regard- 
less of each other’s wants in sickness. 

The future statistics of negro life-insurance 
will be very important. Insurance companies 
will know what they are about ; and if they 
refuse to insure negroes, it will be in vain 
for the planters to say, that the charge of 
cruelty brought against them is false ; while, 
on the other hand, if the insurance system 
become general, the south must be credited 
with more humanity than is commonly attrib- 
uted to it. Statistics sometimes tell curious 
tales. v 

The report of the Prison DicipUne Associa- 
tion for 1845 throws some light on the mor- 
als, as well ns the longevity, of negroes in the 
north. After giving the bills of mortality for 
the black and white population in the city 
and penitentiary of Philadelphia, the report 
says : “ Out of 1000 of each color residingin 
the city, 196 blacks die for every 100 whites ; 
and for every 1000 of each color in the peni- 
tentiary, the astonishing number of 316 
blacks to every 100 whites. Returns from 
the Philadelphia County Prison, for the last i 
ten years, show that out of 101 deaths in that 
establishment, 54 died of consumption. Of 
these, 40 were colored, and 14 white.” 

In 1845, Mathew L. Bevan, president of 
the Eastern Penitentiary of Pennsylvania, 


says : “ The increase of deaths comes from 
blacks. This increase of mortality is found 
in the fact, that those colored inmates from 
the county of Philadelphia are so constitu- 
tionally diseased, as under any and all cir- 
cumstances to be short-lived, from their char- 
acter and habits. They die of constitutional 
and chronic disorders, which are general 
among their order, owing to the privations 
they undergo, and the want of proper atten- 
tion in infancy, and their peculiar mode of 
living.” Mr. BeVan concludes : “Indulging 
in the use of ardent spirits, subjected to a 
prejudice, which bids aefianceto any success- 
rul attempt to improve their physical or 
moral condition, from youth to manhood, sow- 
ing the seeds of disease in their constitu- 
tions, and at last becoming inmates of pris- 
ons.” 

The southern planters, of course, point to 
these facts with exultation, and contrast their 
own treatment of the blacks with great ad- 
vantage. It would indeed appear from sev- 
eral papers in these volumes (De Bow), and 
it is not an unlikely thing to occur as an 
epochal phenomenon, that a scientific spirit 
is gaining ground among the slave-owners, 
which extends not merely to improved cotton 
culture, but also to improved negro manage- 
ment. Some of the contributions of this 
character are both interesting and amusing. 
The suggestions about “ improved dwell- 
ings,” “ sanitary regulations,” and “water 
supply,” not to "mention provisions of a more 
spiritual character, woula do .credit to Lord 
Shaftesbury, or Prince Albert himself. Evi- 
dently, these planters consider themselves no 
mean philanthropists. 

One “ very sensible and practical writer” 
gives a description of his plantation, which 
would tempt any man to become a slave for 
the pleasure of living on it. His “ quarter” 
has been selected on scientific principles, 
“ well protected by the shade of forest-trees, 
sufficiently thinned out to admit a free cir- 
culation of air, so situated as to be free from 
the impurities of stagnant water;” and on 
this he has erected “comfortable houses, made 
of hewn post oak, covered with cypress, 16 
by 18, with close plank floors and good chim- 
neys, and elevated two feet from the ground. 
The ground under and around the houses is 
swept every month, and the houses, both 
inside and out, whitewashed twice a year.” 
Then there are “ good cisterns, providing an 
ample supply of pure water,” and “ ample 
clothing” for their beds, with a henhouse for 
each, so that he may have “ his chickens and 
eggs for his evening and morning meals to 
suit himself,” besides gardens for every fam- 
ily, in which “ they raise such vegetables and 
fruits as they take a fancy to.” The beauty 
of this description would be lost, were it 
regarded as drawn for European readers. It 
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was written for a local magazine as a bona with a suitable number of properly located 
fide essay on the scientific management of water-closets,” which, in addition to other 
negroes. This gentleman's treatment of his ends, may “ serve the much more important 
negroes is as precise as if he were conducting purpose of cultivating feelings of delicacy.” 
an hospital or superintending a nursery. The pro-slavery romancers, who have been 
“Their dinners are cooked for them, and paying back Mrs. Stowe in her own coin, will 
carried to the field, always with vegetables, here find ample corroboration of their pleas- 
according to the season. There are two ant and pathetic pictures of negro-life, 
hours, set apart at mid-day for resting, eat- There is another point to which we must 
ing, and sleeping, if they desire it [always con- advert before closing this paper. It appears 
suiting their wishes], and they retire to one that the slave population of America has been 
of the weather-sheds or the grove to pass this doubled within the last thirty years. In 
time, not being permitted to remain in the 1860, the slaves will number four millions ; 
hot sun while at rest.” A species of Har- at the end of the next thirty years, they will 
mony Hall has been erected for the children, number six millions and a half ; and at the 
“ where all are taken at daylight, and placed commencement of the next century, they will 
under the charge of a careful and experienced not fall far short of thirteen millions. The 
woman.” Moreover, continues our philan- question presents itself — what is to be done 
thropic planter, “ I have a large and comfort- with this rapidly increasing population? 
able hospital provided for my negroes when The south says to the north, “ Let us enlarge 
they are sick ; to this is attached a nurse’s our slave territory.” The north refuses ; 
room ; and when a negro complains of being whereupon the south retaliates by a threat to 
too unwell to work, he is at once sent to the employ slave-labor in the manufacture of 
hospital.” such articles as are now made almost exclu- 

Nor are either lighter or weightier matters sively in the northern states. At present, it 
overlooked. Besides passing a “ liquor-law” is said that free-labor is cheaper tnan slave- 
for his plantation, which secures sobriety, labor for manufacturing purposes ; but it 
“ I must not omit to mention,” he says, will be different as the latter is multiplied. 
“ that I have a good fiddler, and keep him The subject is seriously discussed by the 
well supplied with catgut ; and I make it his planters. Already there are factories in 
•duty to play for the negroes every Saturday South Carolina, Alabama, and Georgia, 
night until twelve o’clock. They are exceed- where negro-labor has been successfully em- 
ingly punctual in their attendance at the ployed. In 1850, there were ninety-three 
ball, while Charley’s fiddle is always accom- Factories in these states. It has been ascer- 
panied with Herod on the triangle, and Sam tained that the negroes are quite equal to tho 
to * pat !’ ” work, and that it suits their habits. Some 

Better still : “I also employ a good writers also contend that they are ready now 
preacher, who regularly preaches to them on to compete with the north, and with all the 
the Sabbath-day, and it is made the duty of world, as regards the quality and price of 
every one to come up clean and decent to the what they can manufacture ; and that time 
place of worship. As Father Garritt regu- alone is wanted to render the south the great- 
larly calls on Brother Abram to close the ex- est seat of manufactures in the world, 
ercises, he gives out and sings his hymn with We give these statistics, because we believe 
much unction, and always cocks his eye at they exhibit the subject in new aspects, and 
Charley the fiddler, as much as to say 4 Old indicate that new elements are about to be 
fellow, you had your time last night ; now introduced into the slave problem. Southern 
it is mine.’ ” labor will press upon the north ; and to per- 

Neither the preaching nor the prayers have plex the problem still further, northern la- 
much effect on their morality, for the writer bor threatens to press upon the south, as 
admits thaMhey are very licentious. Ho at- will appear from the following extract from 
tempted to improve them “ for many years Cist's Cincinnati in 1851 — “ The timecon- 

by preaching virtue and decency, encouraging sumed in seeding, tending, and havesting the 
marriages, and by punishing, with some cereal crops, embraces about one half the 
severity, departures from marital obligations ; year: if not in idleness, then, during the 
but it was all in vain.’? remainder of it, the laborer has to seek other 

Another contributor to the science of “ ne- employments than on the land. The grain 
gro management,” says : “ In no case should crop is sown and gathered during the months 
two families be allowed to occupy the same of April, May, June, July, August, Septem- 
house. The crowding a number into one ber, and part of October ; this includes corn, 
house is unhealthy. It breeds contention ; The cotton crop is seeded in the spring, and 
is destructive of delicacy of feeling ; and it gathered during the late fall and winter 
promotes immorality between the sexes. In 

addition to their dwellings, where there arc * Quoted in Freedley’s Treatise on Badness, p. 
a number of negroes, they should be provided 20 (1852) . 
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months. Now, let the great reduction take 
place which I predict in the cost of locomo- 
tion ; let the passage between this city and 
Charleston come down, as I predict it will, 
to five dollars, and to intermediate points in 
the same proportion ; and let the time con- 
sumed in the trip he within my estimate — 
say, thirty-six hours to Charleston — who 
will gather the cotton crop! What becomes 
of slavery and slave-labor when these north- 
ern hordes shall descend upon the fair fields of 
the sunny south? No conflicts, no interfer- 
ence with southern institutions need be ap- 
prehended ; the unemployed northern laborer 
will simply underwork the slave during the 
winter months, and, when the crop is gath- 
ered, return to his home. It is known that 
the labor required to gather the cotton crop, 
as compared with that to plant and ten(\ it, 
is as aoout four to one — that is, one man 
can plant and tend as much as four can gather. ’ ’ 

It would appear, then, that the “ peculiar 
institutions 1 * of the south will not remain 
unaffected by the general progress of the 
world. And from another quarter a blow is 
threatened, which will set Jonathan to calcu- 
late again whether his slaves will be any 
profit to him. We alludo to cotton cultiva- 
tion in Australia, not to speak of India. In 
the course of last summer, Dr. Lang, of Syd- 
ney , addressed a series of letters to the Daily 
News , in which he presented a very plausible 
“ demonstration,” as he calls it, of his con- 
viction, “ that cotton of the finest quality for 
the home-market can be grown by means of 
British free-labor to any conceivable extent 
on the coast of Australia ; that the growth 
of that article, of indispensable necessity for 
the manufactures of this country, will prove 
a highly remunerative employment for tens of 
thousands of the industrious and virtuous 
working- classes of this country, provided they 
can only be carried out and settled in suffi- 
cient numbers along our coast, of which the 
climate cannot be surpassed by that of any 
other country on earth ; that there is no diffi- 
culty whatever in the way of our competing, 
and competing successfully and triumphantly, 
in this department of transmarine industry, 
with the slaveholders of the United States ; 
and that there is a moral certainty of our 
being enablod, in a very few years hence, and 
in the fair and honorable way of free-trade 
and open competition, to give its death-blow 
to slavery in America.” 

A Second Solomon. — A certain Mahomedan 
woman, of respectable family, resided at 
Peshawur at the time that General Avitabelli 
was governor of the place. This womah had 
a son and daughter. Both married, and the 
daughter and daughter-in-law gave birth, at 
the same time, to two children, one a boy, the 
other a girl. This circumstance gave a great 
deal of occupation to the mothers of the sick 


ladies. They were now become grandmoth- 
ers, and many visits were exchanged in con- 
sequence of the important events that had 
occurred in their families. Some time had 
passed over, the young mothers were again in 
perfect health, when a serious dispute arose 
between them. The daughter's child was a 
girl, that of the daughter-in-law a boy. The 
former maintained that the boy was hers, and 
had been taken from her, and given to her 
sister-in-law. The woman accused of hav- 
ing stolen the boy denied the charge, and Bhe 
was supported in her declaration by her hus- 
band's mother. The strife became serious, 
and the contending parties brought the affuir 
before the judge. This magistrate, who was 
no Solomon, not being able to elicit the truth, 
dismissed the complainants. The latter 
were not satisfied, and appealed to the high 
court, in which General Avitabelli presided. 
The case was brought before him as ne sat iu 
the divan. Public curiosity was strained to 
the highest pitch, and each eagerly asked his 
neighbor: “How will the judge decide?” 
The statements on both sides having been 
gone through, General Avitabelli ordered two 
goats to be brought, one having a male, the 
other a female kid. This being done, he sent 
for two sheep that had each a lamb, one a 
male, the other a female. In like manner, 
he commanded two cows to be brought, of 
which one had a male, the other a female 
calf. These different quadrupeds being in- 
troduced, he ordered that the goats, the 
sheep, and the cows should be milked, and 
the milk of each animal placed in a separate 
vessel, which should be marked. “ Now,” 
said the General, “ let this milk be examined, 
and it will be found that that w hich belongs 
to the animals which have male young is 
stronger than the milk which has been taken 
from the others.” Upon inspection, this was 
found to be correct. “ Now,” said the judge, 
“ bring me some milk from the mothers of 
the children.” The milk was brought, and 
General Avitabelli declared that the milk of 
the daughter was stronger than that of the 
daughter-in-law, and that, consequently, she 
must bo the mother of the boy. — Schonberg's 
Travels in India . 


Spring is coming ! Hoar the drumming of the 
pheasant, all so pleasant, 'mid the budding of the 
trees, and the singing of the bees in the distant, 
quiet wildwood, where the wonted steps of child- 
hood sock, in summer’s’ sultry hours, cooling shades 
beneath the bowers formed in arches wild and grand 
by the Qod of nature’s band ; where the tiny and 
the sturdy (if my muse be not too wordy) both unite 
in one aoclaim, singing on in nature's name, and 
fulfilling eaoh their mission, live, but only in tradi- 
tion. Spring is ooming — ooming, ooming. On 
every side, scattering wide, see the former cast the 
grain : for ho knows, os he throws the seed upon the 
ground so well prepared around, that, with sunshine 
and with rain, the harvest will appear as in each 
former year. 
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From Tait’s Magazine. 

HOW A FORTUNE WAS MADE. 

You wish me to tell you how, after my es- 
cape from the horrors and perils of the French 
Revolution of 1789, 1 managed to retrieve my 
fortunes, and place myself once more in an 
independent position. Well, I will tell you 
the story os circumstantially as, at the present 
distance of time, I am able to recollect it. 

Having escaped with little more than a 
whole skin from France at the death of Robes- 
pierre, and returned to England, I was com- 
pelled to seek employment in any occupation 
suited to my qualifications. A knowledge of 
the French and German tongues, accomplish- 
ments at that time of day not so common as 
they are now, simply perhaps because they 
were not so much wanted, procured me a re- 
spectable post in a mercantile bouse of some 
standing, for whom I did the double duty of 
cashier and corresponding clerk. I was 
hardly more than twenty at the commence- 
ment of my engagement in the spring of 1795, 
and I remained thus occupied for eleven years, 
occasionally travelling abroad for a month or 
two in the summer, in the execution of con- 
fidential commissions intrusted to me by my 
principals. I was still a young man when, 
in the year 180G, news arrived in England of 
the capture of Buenos Ayres by Sir Home 
Popham, who, without any authority from the 
British government (having settled the busi- 
ness of the Dutch bottoms under Jansens, 
ape of Good Hope to serve 
ground for unfledged gov- 
ernors to play the fool with), had started 
across the Atlantic, picking up reinforcements 
by the way at St. Helena, and, dashing at 
the Spanish capital, had carried it by a coup 
de main. 

If I were to talk for a month of nothing 
else, I should hardly succeed in giving you 
an adequate notion of the effect which the 
arrival of this news had upon the commercial 
world in England. Whether it be that there 
is anything talismanio in the two syllables 
“ South Seas,” I don’t pretend to guess ; but 
the fact once established that Buenos Ayres 
was ours, produced an infatuation compara- 
ble to nothiifg else of the kind which I can 
recall to mind. It was like a revival of the 
Mississippi scheme of Law, and hod its effects 
not been confined to a certain class of the 
community, in all probability it would have 
resulted as ruinously. Merchants went mad 
upon the subject of the South Seas. Manu- 
facturers were forced to work by relays day 
and night; and enormous consignments of 
anything and everything which could be pro- 
duced by labor were dispatched headlong 
without prudence or premeditation for the 
mouth of the Plate. It is a fact consistent 
with my own knowledge, that among other 
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things for which no reasonable being could 
have expected a demand, cargoes of winter 
clothing which would have been a godsend to 
an Esquimaux, and consignments of Sheffield 
skates, were hurried off to a tropical climate 
with the view of realizing a tremendous profit 
by their disposal. Infatuation was the order 
of the day. Everybody who had the means 
determined on a venture, and every vessel 
that could be caught up, whatever her sailing 
qualifications or condition as to seaworthiness, 
was chartered and freighted with commodities 
of all descriptions for the South American 
market. 

I cannot boast of having been myself free 
from the prevailing mania, and I invested a 
small sum of money in the purchase of weap- 
ons, which I thought would be at least as 
likely as skates or snow-boots to yield a profit- 
able return. The house which L served held 
aloof from these speculations for a season ; 
but they were bitten at last, and then set 
about making up for lost time with a vigor 
very different from their usually cautious and 
methodical mode of doing business. Ono 
morning I was surprised, while dressing, by 
a citation from the principal of the firm, to 
wait upon him at his breakfast table. During 
the meal he abruptly put the question to me, 
“ Are you disposed to go on board the Lance 
as supercargo and agent, and to sail at once ?” 
Though not very much surprised at the ques- 
tion , I was rather staggered at the suddenness 
of the requisition. I aid not, however, object, 
but begged for a day or two to prepare my 
outfit. A few hours was all that could be 
allowed. My employers knew my penchant 
for travelling, and had rightly calculated that 
I should be at their command at any moment. 
I was no sailor, and knew but little of the 
necessaries required on ship-board, but I 
made the best use of the little time allowed 
me — had all my luggage packed snug in the 
course of the afternoon, and that same night 
started in the mail for Liverpool, where the 
vessel lay, waiting only the arrival of the 
supercargo to proceed on her voyage. The 
Lance was nearly a new vessel of 500 tons 
burden, belonging to our house ; and this 
would be but her third voyage. She was 
freighted with Manchester and woollen goods, 
and, besides a crew of eighteen or twenty 
hands, had a dozen passengers on board, most 
of them carrying small ventures of their own. 
I had been furnished with a sealed packet of 
instructions, and duplicates of the invoices, 
and these I took occasion to con over during 
my journey to the coast. I found myself 
charged with the entire responsibility of the 
cargo, and invested with a discretionary pow- 
er as to its disposal ; and from a copy or the 
directions forwarded to the captain of the ves- 
sel, which was enclosed, I saw that he was 
bound to navigate the ship to any part of the 
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American coast that I might think proper to 
direct. 

Upon arriving at Liverpool and making in- 
quiries, I learned that the Lance had worked 
out of the docks, and was lying a few fur- 
longs down the river, waiting for sailing or- 
ders. A few hours afterwards I climbed her 
black side, laid my credentials before the cap- 
tain, who, the moment his eye had caught toe 
signature of the firm, gave the word for weigh- 
ing anchor, and then, with a tolerably fair 
wind, we dropped down the Mersey into St. 
George’s Channel. 

I have said I was no sailor. Two or three 
passages across the straits of Dover constituted 
the whole of my previous maritime expe- 
riences ; and you need not be surprised that 
when a fresh breeze sprung up, os we entered 
the open sea, I was thrown upon my back in 
my berth, where I had to unaergo the usual 
seasoning which reconciles land-lubbers to 
the brine. The Bay of Biscay is a very ugly 
cradle for a qualmish patient ; and the con- 
sequence to me was, that more than a week 
had elapsed before I was in a condition to 
show my face on deck, where I could hear, as 
I lay groaning in my berth, that there was 
no lack of merriment on board. One fine 
morning, however, when the sun was shining 
brilliantly, and the breeze had moderated a 
little, I managed to dress and get on deck. 
The sudden change of air and scene, the mag- 
nificent and, to me, novel spectacle around, 
and the warm welcome I received from my 
fellow-pjmsengers, banished my sickness at 
once. For a week I had eaten next to nothing, 
and had loathed the sight and even the bare 
mention of food; but I had not been two 
hours on deck, before a ravenous appetite 
drove me to the captain’s cabin, where cold 
fowl and ham vanished down my throat, until 
I was ashamed of the exhibition I was making 
of myself, and desisted from modesty rather 
than satisfaction. 

I now began to look around me, and found 
reason to congratulate myself upon my situar 
tion. We had an able and orderly crew, a 
captain who was a man of very few words, 
but who knew his business, and a dozen pas- 
sengers besides myself, nearly all of whom 
were young fellows of my own age, full of en- 
joyment and confident in the future, which no 
one of them doubted would crown their 
expectations with success. We had a two 
months’ voyage before us yet, and we were 
all of one mind as to the necessity of passing 
the time as agreeably as possible. Drafts, 
chess, backgammon, and rubbers of whist, 
alternated with music, dramatic reading and 
recitations, served to pass away the long even- 
ings; and bobbing for sharks, firing at sea- 
birds or floating Dottles thrown overboard, 
athletic games on deck, or racing among the 
rigging, found us amusement and appetite 


during the day. There were some smart wits 
on board, and some of these originated an- 
other species of amusement, which gave rise 
to no small amount of mirth. This was the 
publication of a series of clever pasquinades, 
which were found every morning placarded 
on the mainmast, whither we were accus- 
tomed to flock as soon as we turned out, to 
criticizo and interpret them according to our 
fancy, amid roars of laughter. It happened, 
and it is only one of the characteristics of 
such a mania, that several of our party, in 
their eagerness to secure means of transport 
for themselves and their goods, had neglected 
all attention to their outfit, and had come on 
board the Lance with no better provision for 
a long voyage than a traveller by rail now 
puts into his carpet-bag, on starting for a 
journey of a few days. Among the rest was 
a light-hearted Irishman, quite a gentleman 
in manners, who hod actually oome on board 
with but two shirts for his whole stock. The 
consequence was, as borrowing was out of the 
question, that in a very short time he was 
literally reduced to the wash-tub ; and, there 
being no female on board, was compelled twice 
a week to officiate as his own laundress. His 
exploits in this way were the theme of a g >od 
many of the anonymous productions wnich 
every morning appeared on the maiu-mast. 
A part of one of tnem, I recollect, ran thus : 

To all good people be it known, 

Who sail to Buenos Ayres, 

That our poor oomrade, Bob Malone, 

As mad os a March hare is. 

For twice a week he takes a spell 
At washing his old shirt, sirs : 

And though he *8 proud of washing well, 

It 's never free from dirt, sirs. 

Which latter assertion, at least, was perfectly 
true, Bob’s linen presenting anything but a 
Beau Brummel appearance, though he did 
the best he could with it. He was a fellow 
of infinite good temper, and not only bore all 
such references to his mina^e with gpod 
humor, but actually took part in them him- 
self. He seemed to consider that he should 
be robbing us of our entertainment and acting 
unfairly, if he got over his bi-weekly cere- 
mony in any out-of-the-way hole or corner of 
the vessel ; and, therefore, he regulurlv 
brought his tub upon deck, and went through 
the business with the utmost deliberation, 
in view of all on board. His chief persecutor 
was a young fellow of the name or Osborn, 
who had formerly managed a plantation in 
St. Vincents, and who was intending to settle 
again in the West Indies as soon as he should 
have realized the profit of his venture, from 
the proceeds of which he had resolved to 
purchase land and negroes on his own ac- 
count. The rest of our adventurers were 
mostly clerks or managers from London 
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houses ; and all were sanguine as to the re- 
sults of their speculations — each man imag- 
ining that he had outwitted his compeers 
by the superiority of the investment upon 
which he had ventured his capital. 

I need not dwell upon the events of the 
voyage, which, though it did always remain 
as one of the pleasantest recollections in my 
own mind, presents no remarkable features. 
AVe did not forget the customary ceremonies 
on passing the line, when Malone had his 
revenge upon some of us, from the superiority 
of his genius in the concoction of practical 
jokes. The voyage was fortunate as it was 
agreeable. We bad neither death nor sick- 
ness to deplore; which latter was a great 
mercy, as the captain was the only doctor on 
board, and his whole stock of medicine was 
contained in a square chest not bigger than a 
hat-box. AVith all our merriment, however, 
and we were in the humor to laugh at every- 
thing, we were none of us sorry when the 
voyage drew to a close, and a man was sent 
to the mast-head to look out for land. This 
was on the second of November. The coast 
was not sighted by sun-down, but we slackened 
sail during the night, and the next morning 
saw us within a few miles of the British fleet, 
lying off the mouth of the River Plate. While 
at breakfast, we were boarded by a man-of- 
war's boat, which brought us news that sud- 
denly dashed all our hopes to the ground, and 
spread the gloom of disappointment and pro- 
spective ruin upon every countenance. 

^ We then learned for the first time that the 
city of Buenos Ayres, which we had calcu- 
lated upon finding in the possession of the 
British, had been retaken by the Spaniards 
that the whole of the British forces, amounting 
in all to little more than 1500 in number, had 
been either cut to pieces, or made prisoners 
— and that Sir Home Popham, who had with 
difficulty escaped from the slaughter, and got 
on board the fleet, was then blockading the 
town, and awaiting the arrival of reinforce- 
ments, with the intent of recovering his lost 
prize. This reverse was owing to the strategy 
of a French officer in the Spanish sendee, 
who, taking advantage of a dense fog, had 
crossed the estuary from Monte \ r ideo with a 
force of 1000 regular troops, and, by thus im- 
porting vigor and cooperation to an insurrec- 
tion within the city, had overwhelmed the 
English force, and dictated terms of surrender, 
which, however ignominious, they were in no 
condition to refuse. 

Here was a miserable consummation to the 
sanguine expectations of our jovial party ! 1 

shall never forget the spectacle of long faces 
that arose from that cabin breakfast- table, nor 
the contrast they offered to the hilarious looks 
with which, half an hour before, we had sat 
down to it. A gloomy silence, now and 
{ben broken by the abrupt and passionate! 


ejaculation of an oath, followed the departure 
of the man-of-war’s boat, which carried off a 
couple of our best seamen. In the course of 
the day, however, we recovered some portion 
of our lost spirits, and nothing contributed 
more towards this — perhaps I ought to be 
ashamed to say it — than the arrival of three 
other vessels bound on the same errand as 
ourselves, whom we saw consecutively boarded 
by the same boat, and subjected to the same 
experimentum crucis. Companionship in mis- 
fortune doubtless lessens its seventy ; and 
we began to take a spiteful sort of pleasure in 
counting the multitude of victims to the same 
calamity which had ruined ourselves. Theso 
soon became so numerous as to convince us 
that even had the chances of war not shut up 
our market, the fury of competition arising 
from the abnormal glut of merchandise oi 
all descriptions must have been nearly as 
fatal to our prospects. The weather was 
comparatively mild, and this was so far for- 
tunate as it facilitated the means of intercom- 
munication. AVe had arrived after the hurri- 
cane season, which had prevented the em- 
barkation of our troops, and occasioned their 
surrender to the * Spaniards. Meetings were 
held daily on board one or other of the 
vessels continually arriving, to deliberate as 
to the best mode of procedure in the awkward 
circumstances in which we stood. I cannot 
say that much satisfaction resulted from these 
councils. We came to a determination, how- 
ever, to seek advice from the commander-in- 
chief, and sent a deputation to him for that 
purpose ; a proceeding, by the way, for which I 
did not myself vote, not having any faith in 
it. The deputation returned from Maldonado, 
whither they had gone to seek the general, 
very considerably chap-fallen ; they had not 
been honored with an interview, but were 
sent back with a rather contemptuous message, 
verbally delivered through a subordinate, to 
the effect that, as the traders had come out to 
please themselves, they were at perfect liberty • 
to go back if they did n’t like it — he did n’t 
send for them, and wasn’t going to provide 
for them. Sir Home, in fact, was not in a 
very complaisant mood. The late failure of 
his attack on Monte Video, added to his 
summary disgrace at the capital, had spoiled 
his temper, which the sight of his troops 
cooped up in a beggarly town, all but desti- 
tute of conveniences, was not calculated to 
improve. He was recalled not long after, and 
took bis, passage home, where be bad to face 
a court-martial, by whom he was severely 
reprimanded for his unauthorized precipitation 
in the whole aflair. 

Finding that all chance of coming to a trade 
with the Spaniards was hopeless, many of the 
vessels, after a short stay, sailed away to seek 
a market in other ports. My instructions, 
though loading me with more responsibility 
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than T should have sought, hardly allowed of 
my following their example ; and 1 wrote to 
my principals, stating the circumstances of 
the case, and demanding further directions. 
Before my letters could have arrived in 
London, I had received advices from my em- 
ployers, from which I learned that they were 
in possession of the history of events ; and 
from which also, as they directed me to hold 
on, and bide my time for a market, I judged 
that they must be privy to a determination 
on the part of the government to avenge the 
disgrace of the British armies by the final 
reduction of Buenos Ayres. Though I did 
not much relish the prospect before me, still, 
as several of my companions, with whom I 
shared my intelligence and conjectures, re- 
solved to remain on board, and participate 
in our fortune, we contrived to pass the time 
tolerably enough. An acquaintance which I 
had formed on shore on one of my visits, led 
to a familiarity with a lieutenant in the navy, 
a relative of one of our firm, with whom I 
and my companions sometimes spent whole 
days on board his frigate ; and as the wel- 
come we received was reciprocated on our 
part on board the Lance , we managed to 
pass away the time without suffering much 
from ennui. 

At the end of January, Sir Samuel Auch- 
muty, who, after the recall of Sir Home, had 
arrived with a pretty strong reinforcement 
at Maldonado, finding no accommodation for 
his men in that place, commenced the storm- 
ing of Monte Video. This affair, which is 
generally considered as a very brilliant one, 
1 had the pleasure, if it is a pleasure, of wit- 
nessing. The cannonading endured for a 
whole week before the breach was effected, 
and would have endured perhaps for a week 
longer had there been powder enough to carry 
it on ; but all that being at length well-nigh 
shot away, an assault was ordered, which took 
place an hour before dawn on the second of 
February. What induced our fellows to go 
groping in the dark in search of a breach 
which was barely visible in the day-light, 
I don’t know ; but to it they went pell-mell, 
and five hundred of them were shot down 
before they knew where they were going. It 
was not till dawn broke, and they could see 
their way, that they discovered the breach, 
through which they poured like a cataract, 
carrying everything before them. They 
suffered a heavy loss, but it was said they 
slew a thousand of the enemy and took double 
that number of prisoners. The happiest re- 
sult, however, was the capture of the place 
itself, which was well fortified, and yielded 
that accommodation to the British which they 
so much wanted. It was taken in the very 
nick of time, a large force of the enemy being 
on the way to raise the siege. 

The success of this exploit had a prodigious 


effect on our spirits. We now began to look 
upon the possession of the whole country as 
an event not much longer to be deferred, and 
our hopes brightened accordingly. All was 
life ana gayety as well on board as on shore, 
and entertainments wore reciprocated with a 
jovial hospitality that became quite contagious. 
As spring drew on we began to look out for 
the arrival of General Craufurd, who, with 
reinforcements of four or five thousand men, 
we knew was making for the River Plate. 
Still, month after month rolled away, and 
there was no sight of the wished-for trans- 
ports. In May General Whitelock arrived at 
Monte Video, and took the command, and 
then came a change in our way of life. 
There was an end at once to our parties, 
visitings, and jollifications ; grira-visaged war 
again showed his wrinkled front, and every 
device that could be thought of was resorted 
to in order to increase the numbers and 
efficiency of the host which was to chaw up 
Buenos Ayres at a mouthful, and make us 
masters of the country. 

One morning, I received from London a 

S acket, enclosing final instructions as to the 
isposal of the cargo of the Lance. The firm, 
tired at length of waiting the uncertain issue 
of the war, directed me to dispose of the 
lading at any sacrifice, naming a minimum 
sum at which I might, if it suited my views, 
become the owner of the whole myself, and 
desiring me to return with a cargo of sugar 
as soon as conveniently practicable. From 
observations I had been by this time able to 
make, I know well enough the actual value 
of the goods on the spot where they were, 
and I saw at once that a liberal profit must 
be made by selling them, even taking all 
disadvantages into account. I did not, there- 
fore, hesitate a moment, but sat down at once 
and wrote off, accepting the proposal, and 
enclosing my note of liana for the sum named. 
I had hardly time to congratulate myself 
upon this stroke of business, and had barely 
laid the foundation of a magnificent castle in 
the air, when, taking my morning's walk 
upon the deck, I saw a tall fellow, uncommonly 
like a drill-seijeant, clamber on board over the 
side of the vessel, followed by a file of soldiers, 
who ranged themselves in order, barring my 
passage down to the cabin. I walked up to 
the intruder, and, with a polite bow, re- 
quested to know the purport of his visit. 
Without condescending to notice me even 
with a look, he bawled for the captain of 
the Lance , and being informed that he was 
below, sent one of the seamen with a peremp- 
tory message for his immediate appearance. 
The captain, who did not choose to be at 
anybody’s command on board his own vessel, 
took no notice of the request, beyond threat- 
ening the messenger with a round dozen if 
he dared to bring him such another. Tht 
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officer, finding the captain was in no hurry to With that this amiable specimen of mili- 
oblige him, sent another message still more tary humanity signalled his myrmidons over 
insolent. Of this the sailor refused to be the the side, and relieved us of his presence, 
bearer, and told him he had better carry it When he was gone the disagreeable singu- 
bimself. The fellow, thereupon, dashed larity of our situation affected us rather less 
down below, and then we heard him and the seriously than I should have anticipated, 
captain in loud altercation for some minutes. Malone was disposed to look upon the thing 
When at length both, flushed with wrath, as rather a pleasant incident — and relished 
came upon deck, the bully condescended to the notion oi a “ taste of fighting, ”• as a kind 
explain his business, which was, to inspect of vivacious novelty, not at all to be objected 
the list of passengers and crew, with a view to in itself; Osborn too would willingly have 
to the enrolment of volunteers in a new seen a little service by way of adding to his 
origade which was forming, and towards experiences of life ; and the remainder of our 
which it was expected that the Lance , like companions, though by no means combatively 
all other vessels in the offing, should furnish a inclined, evidently entertained less objection 
quota. I thought this was an odd way of to bearing arms against the Spaniards than to 
collecting volunteers, and it is likely that I the scurvy manner io which the proposition 
expressed as much in my countenance, for the had been announoed to us. For my own 
fellow returned the look I gave him with a part, I confess that I always had a decided 
sneering kind of grin which promised any- disrelish for fightiog, under aoy circumstances, 
thing but a pleasant termination to his morn- and I never felt less inclined to it than now. 
ing call. When the list of the crew was that 1 had just completed a commercial con- 
read over, the men answering to their names, tract, from which there was good reason to 
with the exception of course of the two who expect a fortunate issue. Had we been in a 
had been pressed on our arrival. The captain condition to sail I would not have hesitated 
refused to read the list of passengers, and to heave anchor and away, but, from many, 
gave it to the officer, who proceeded to coll causes, that was not to be thought of; at a 
over the names himself. There were six of later hour in the day, too, we saw that it 
them still remaining on board, as many hav- could not have been done, for a Bristol vessel, 
ing departed to pursue their fortune else- which, having received the same civilities, 
where; but though the brute bawled the hoisted all sail and bore out to sea, was sud-. 
whole dozen names twice over, not a voice denly brought up with a shot across her bows 
was heard in acknowledgment of any one of from the frigate, and peremptorily signalled to 
them. Finding at lengtii that we were not return to her former station, 
to be brow-beaten, he condescended to adopt We passed the day in a state of rather un- 
a more considerate tone, and informed us that, comfortable excitement, considering the mat- 
as British subjects, we should be expected to ter, as the insolent bully who had broached 
cooperate with his majesty’s forces in the it to us recommended, in all its bearings. We 
projected attack upon the Spaniards, adding were utterly in the dark as to the intentions 
that we were at liberty to do so as volunteers, of the general, and our deliberations served 
or we might enlist, receiving the usual to increase our perplexity. Dinner was 
bounty, into either of the regiments of the scarcely over, when a man-of-war’s long boat 
line. came alqngside, freighted with a cargo of very 

44 And just for the sake of variety, now,” moody-looking “volunteers,” to the number 
said Malone, adjusting the frill of his shirt, of near thirty, some of whom, it was plain, 
■o as to conceal its ragged edges, 44 suppose from the effects of violenoe upon their persons, 
that a gentleman, having no very violent pre- had beep drugged vi el armis to take an un- 
dilection for his majesty ’8 servioe, should willing share in the coming campaign. Our 
decline to do either?” vessel was boarded by the brute of the mom- 

44 Then, by ,” growled the ruffian, ing, accompanied by an elderly man, of ap- 

“ he ? d be likely to find himself in limbo parently the same grade. As we all, demur- 
before twenty-four hours were over, and strung ring to their authority, declined to notice the 
up for a traitor by the end of the week.” summons citing us to appear on deck, the two 
44 We will take time to consider of this came down to the cabin, and he who was a 
honorable proposition on the part of his stranger to us informed us that the boat was 
mqjesty,” I said, 44 and in the mean time per- alongside waiting for us, and begged us to 
haps you will do us the favor of prosecuting lose no time in getting on board. We expos - 
your canvass elsewhere.” tulated, denied his authority, and threatened 

44 Consider as much as you please,” was the to complain to his superiors. He assured us, 
reply, 44 but you will go ashore this evening with some show of civility, that his authority 
when the boats bring in the recruits. Of was unquestionable, and trusted at the same 
course you con choose whether you will go as time that our patriotic feeling would render it 
volunteers or prisoners — that *s none of my unnecessary to use force in putting it into 
business.” execution, as he regretted to say he hod un- 
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fortunately been compelled to do already in 
other cases. As to any complaints we might 
have to make, he assured us they would be 
considered fairly, and if well-founded secure 
ns redress. Meanwhile he must perform his 
duty, which was to carry us on shore, and 
oonsign us to quarters prepared for us at 
Monte Video. It was in vain that we pro- 
tested solemnly against the despotism which 
jeoparded our lives, against our inclination ; 
we might as well have preached to a wind- 
mill. The smooth-tongued slave had but one 
idea, and that was his duty, which he adhered 
to in spite of every consideration we could 
urge. The upshot of the dispute was, that, 
protesting loudly against the tyranny practised 
upon us, we descended unwillingly into the 
boat to escape the degradation of being 
dragged or tumbled head-foremost into it, as 
would have been the case had we offered resist- 
ance. The boat called upon two other vessels 
lying at anchor, and with still less ceremony 
stole “ volunteers” for this new company. 
By this time she was pretty deeply laden, and 
steered for the shore, landing at Monte Video 
about nine o'clock. 

~ That night, for the first time in my life, I 
slept in a barrack amidst every discomfort to 
which a peaceful man can be subjected. The 
next morning, the so-called volunteers were 
all mustered to the number of near a hundred, 
and subjected to a mitigated kind of drill. As 
for preferring complaints, or bringing the 
question of our forcible enlistment before any 
tribunal, the bare mention of such a thing 
met with a roar of laughter. Our infamous 
oapture was looked upon as a capital joke, the 
piquancy of which was the further heightened 
by our manifestations of resentment. In the 
course of a few days all thought of obtaining 
redress, which would of necessity have in- 
volved our discharge, was given up, and we 
began to feel by degrees reconciled to our new 
position. It is but fair to say that we were 
treated with some show of consideration. The 
drill was light and easy — our blunders and 
awkwardness led to no other punishment than 
ridicule, in which we ourselves joined. We 
had no irksome duties to perform, or even 
rations to cook, taking our meals at a kind of 
ordinary prepared for us. It is true we wore 
the common uniform I there is mine, hanging, 
with my musket, behind my study door*), 
and none of us, that I am aware, held any 
other rank, even nominal, than that of a 
private soldier ; but we had plenty of leisure 
upon our hands, and soon, becoming habitu- 

* The writer of this narrative details it as he 
heard it from the lips of the chiof actor in it sev- 
eral years ago. Ho has not intentionally fiction- 
iied any of the incidents ; though, from ignorance 
as well of naval as of military life, ho may have 
Allen into some unimportant errors. The princi- 
pal facts related are substantially true. The uni- 


ated to the change, recovered our mirth and 
spirits. By the end of fortnight we had 
learned enough of the military art to qualify 
us to be shot at, and were drafted off into dif- 
ferent companies, some compliance being 
shown to our wishes in this particular by 
allowing the parties from different vessels 
stin to remain together. 

At the end of the month came news that 
General Craufurd hod arrived ; and the next 
day he landed, having brought a reinforce- 
ment of between four and five thousand men. 
His arrival was the signal for immediate 
action. The season was already too far 
advanced for our comfort, and sickness had 
begun to threaten a diminution of our strength. 
All was now bustle and activity ; the snore 
presented a scene of perpetual hurry-ekurry 
and clamor ; the boats of every vessel on the 
coast were pressed into the service, and the 
sea was alive night and day with the turmoil 
of warlike preparation. In the midst of all 
this, we of the awkward squad were again 
assembled en masse , and exercised on the 
ramparts in firing blank cartridge and accus- 
toming ourselves to the smell of gunpowder. 
I suppose I must have imbibed some of the 
contagion of war, for I positively enjoyed tho 
sport, and looked forward to the assault upon 
the capital, which we all knew was now near 
and inevitable, with something like a relish. 
A doubt as to the final success of the British 
arms never crossed our minds, especially since 
the arrival of Craufurd, who doubled our 
force. 

Early in June our expedition, which con- 
sisted, in all, of something short of ten thou- 
sand men, set forth. I shall not trouble you 
with the plagues we endured through close 
quarters and wretched food, or the miseries of 
the forced and weary marches beneath a June 
sun. We met but little opposition from the 
enemy except once, on the occasion of fording 
a river, where a good many of our fellows 
were shot down in the water ; and the whole 
army, having suffered no great loss, came to a 
halt almost within shot of Buenos Ayres, 
whose inhabitants had not been idle, and, as 
we found ere long to our cost, were but too 
well prepared for our reception. As the city 
was without walls, it seemed that all we had 
to do was to walk in and take possession. 
The fifth of July was appointed for this cere- 
mony, which most of us expected would prove 
a very harmless one, it being generally 
imagined that the sight of our imposing force 
would be sufficient to ensure the submission 

form and masket mentioned in the text, hung in 
the situation doscribed for many y^ars. The 
writer has often handled them ; and it was their 
singular apparition in tho privato apartment of a 
gentleman of good fortune and fine accomplish- 
ments which aroused the curiosity that was grat- 
, ified by the recital of the present story. 
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of the Spaniards. All the accounts which I 
have seen of this inglorious invasion dwell 
upon one particular fact, to which there is no 
doubt that the failure of the attack is to be 
attributed, but which the narrators, from 
Alison downwards, have all contrived to mis- 
represent. The soldiers, say the historians, 
were forbidden to load their pieces. So for 
as my experience goes, this was not*the case ; 
the pieces of the regiment into which I had 
the misfortune to be thrust, at least, were all 
loaded, as I believe were those of the other 
regiments ; but just as we were ready to start, 
the corporals were ordered round to collect 
the flints from each man’s gun; this was 
done, and we were thus without the means of 
returning the enemy’s Are. Had our pieces 
been merely unloaded, the fact would have 
signified comparatively little. We were all 
well supplied with ammunition, and could 
have charged our pieoes in a few seconds. As 
it was, no sooner had we entered the main 
street than we beheld the flat rooft and the 
open windows of the houses bristling with 
fire-arms by the thousand ; the rooft were not 
high, and the fellows presented a fair mark, 
but while they poured out a continued stream 
of fire and shot upon us, we were prevented 
from returning a single bullet. They were 
not slow in perceiving that it was out of our 
power to reciprocate their compliments, 
which mode them all the more liberal of their 
shot, and less cautious in the bestowal of it. 
Besides the bullets, which foil like rain, every 
now and then came a hand-grenade, from an 
open window, which, in bursting, killed or 
crippled a dozen of us ; while over the heads 
of the musketeers on the roofs came flying a 
shower of heavy stones, from which, though 
we saw them coming, there was not room to 
escape. A more horrible scene it is impossi- 
ble tor the imagination to conceive. Pushed 
forward by the masses from behind, on we 
staggered, stumbling over corpses, or flounder- 
ing among the wrecks of barricades, which 
those in advance had been compelled to over- 
throw. I saw my companions dropping 
around me as the bullets whistled constantly 
past my face, and expected every moment to 
find myself mortally wounded and trodden 
tinder foot by my surviving comrades. If I 
could have been allowed but one fair shot, and 
could have put it into the heart of the cow- 
ardly villain who had sent us there to be mur- 
dered like sheep for the sake of Spanish gold, 
f felt then that I could have died satisfied. 
Of my fellow-passengers in the Lance, two 
perished before my eyes. Poor Majone, who 
was boiling with rage at being converted into 
a mere target, got a shot in the temples as be 
was imprecating curses on the scoundrel 
Whitelock, and fell dead in my arms. So 
fearful was the confusion resulting from the 
terrible havoc, that we scarcely advanced at 
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the rate of a quarter of a mile an hour. For 
three horrible hours this infernal and un- 
resisted slaughter continued ; and when we 
arrived, at last, in the great open square near 
the water, we had left above five hundred of 
our brave fellows dead in the street ; had four 
times that number wounded upon our hands, 
and had lost between two and three thousand 
prisoners, who, for want of the means of resist- 
ance, had surrendered to the enemy. You 
may imagine what a night I passed — without 
food, without the shelter of a roof, and suffer- 
ing from a deep abrasion caused by an enor- 
mous stone which smote me on the hip. 

This was the beginning and the ending of 
my actual warfare. After all, I was not feted 
to commit murder, having never fired a single 
shot against the enemy. The next day 1 was 
unable to walk without asistanoe. Osborn, 
who had stuck close to me daring the whole 
campaign, got a surgeon to look at my wound 
and to dress it ; and in the evening brought 
me news that the war was terminated — that 
General Whiteliver had swapped Monte Video; 
Maldonado, and everything else we had on 
the coast, for the prisoners he had lost the 
day before, and was under an obligation to 
get back to England os fast aspossible, to en- 
joy the laurels he had won. The same night 
the volunteers were informed that his majesty 
bad no further claim upon their services, and 
that those who ohose might embark in a 
schooner bound for Monte Video, from whence 
they might repair at once to their own ves- 
sels. Our party, now reduced to four, lost 
no time in getting on board, and after a voy- 
age of three days, during which I gradually 
got the better of my ugly bruise, I was again on 
board the Lance , not enriched with the spoils 
of war, but something comforted with the 
conviction that the bloody game was finally 
played out in that quarter. The excitement I 
had undergone, however, had an unfavorable 
effect upon my constitution, and threw me 
into a low fever, in which I lay for several 
days, suffering no pain, but such an excessive 
degree of languor and feebleness os made me 
at times doubtful of the result. When I re- 
covered, the British had withdrawn from the 
coast. The Spaniards, pleased with their 
rowes8 and its result, were in excellent 
umor, and as much disposed to trade as I 
could have wished them to be. I found n<* 
difficulty in disposing of my cargo as soon as 
I was able to attend to business ; and having 
sold the whole at a profit of nearly ninety per 
cent., sailed for the West Indies on the first 
of August. #. 

After our long stay at the mouth of the 
Plate we were all glad to get away, and en- 
joyed our rnn northward. We were bound 
for Trinidad, but touching at Guiana for fruit 
and water, I happened to hear of a small 
island estate which was in the market, and,. 
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together with its standing crop and working 
gangs of slaves, was to be sold for a consider- 
ation which appeared to me to be astonish- 
ingly low. I snowed the printed announce- 
ment to Osborn, who reoommended me to 
inspect it, at least, before leaving the neigh- 
borhood. The island, whioh, though it is not 
to be found in the map, is not a hundred miles 
from Paramaribo, not being far from our lo- 
cality, I resolved upon paying it a visit. The 
upshot was that, following Osborn’s advice, I 
purchased it, stock and crop, and slaves and 
all, as it stood. Finer specimens of the human 
being than the slaves I thus purchased I never 
beheld. It was impossible to see them at 
their work, neither sex having more than a 
square foot of clothing about their persons, 
without being struck with admiration. The 
forms of some of them, the females especially, 
were perfect, and would have furnished ad- 
mirable models for the sculptor. The estate, 
though not large, was in tolerable condition, 
and the canes ready to cut, whioh latter cir- 
cumstance was my chief inducement to pur- 
chase. Osborn, whose experience as a planter 
qualified him for the task, undertook to real- 
ize the sugar with the utmost possible celerity, 
and no sooner was the bargain concluded than 
be set about the work. Perhaps you are 
blaming me in your heart for beooming a 
slaveholder ; but if so, it is because you are 
reasoning from present data to past events. 
This, you must reooilect, was more than forty 
▼ears ago, when the iniquity of slaveholding 
bad hardly entered the imagination of the 
commercial man, and when the slave-trade 
itself had not yet been abolished by our gov- 
ernment. 

: I treated my slaves well while I had them ; 
at any rate, I made them merry enough. By 
the allowance of some liberal indulgences, and 
not by the whip, they were urged to an ex- 
traordinary activity. We kept going night 
and day. The canes were cut, and the sugar 
and molasses manufactured from them with a 
rapidity which has been rarely equalled. As 
fost,as the harvest was realized it was packed 
on casks and stowed on board, and the whole 
'ttrop, which completed the lading of the ves- 
sel, being safe under hatches by the third 
areek of November, we made all haste to get 
away before the stormy weather should catch 
us lingering on the coast. I made an ar- 
rangement with Osborn to remain and mnn- 
iftge the estate for me, giving him an interest 
in the annual profits. He desired nothing 
better, and oonaucted the business so well, 
that at the end of five years, during which he 
transmitted me twelve per cent, upon the cap- 
ital; I hod invested, he was in a condition to 
purchase it himself, according to the terms 
of oar contract, at the prioe which I had paid 
fork. 

<Qn leaving the coast of Guiana we crowded 


all sail for the north, with the view of getting 
clear of the hurricane latitudes as speedily as 
possible. The Lance was heavily laden, but 
being a stout vessel and a fast sailer, and 
having, moreover, a crew by this time well 
accustomed to handle her, I had little appre- 
hension on aocount of storms. Still it was 
with very different feelings from those with 
whioh I had embarked at Liverpool, that I 
now turned my face towards England. The 
events of the last twelve months had com- 
pletely altered my position and social stand- 
ing. 1 had left home a dependant upon the 
good opinion of others : I was returning to it 
as the possessor of a substantial fortune, and 
could look forward to a life of ease and enjoy- 
ment upon regaining my native country. 
While busy in the speculations which had 
led to this fortunate result, I had not had 
time to indulge in the reveries to which suc- 
cess gives birth ; and even after all was pros- 
perously concluded, and I was bounding home- 
wards with my wealth, it was some time be- 
fore I awoke to the full consciousness of my 
good fortune. A storm which we encoun- 
tered suddenly off Guadaloupe, and which 
split the mainsail and sent some of our spars 
rattling about our ears, first brought me to 
the true sense of the increased value of my 
life. I began to grow daily and hourly more 
anxious about the issue or our voyage, with 
respect to which I could but imagine that I 
was far more interested than any other per- 
son on board. We carried seven passengers, 
three of them military men returning in- 
valided to Europe, and the others men of busi- 
ness who had been dabbling with mors or less 
success in the late speculations. My anxiety 
and restlessness induced me, when in the 
latitude of Antigua, to keep a reckoning of 
my own, with the assistance of one of the 
passengers, a man of some nautical experi- 
ence. To this I was the more impelled by 
the unaccountable conduct of the captain, 
who, for some cause or other, rarely showed 
himself on deck after we hod been a few days 
at sea, leaving the vessel almost entirely in 
charge of the mate. It was not until a fort- 
night had elapsed that I mode the awkward 
discovery that the blockhead hod been smitten 
with the charms of one of the sable Dulcineas 
belonging to my estate, and having fitted up 
a small store-room for her accommodation, 
had contrived to smuggle her on board, whore 
she formed an object of sufficient attraction to 
wean him altogether from his duty. As you 
may imagine, this unwelcome discovery by no 
means abated my anxiety. I communicated 
the afihir in confidence to my nautical friend ; 
bat he advised me to take no notioe of it at 
present — but I observed that he revised the 
reckoning we had kept, paid more attention 
to it afterwards, and by acts of courtesy 
towards the mate, who was a pains-taking fef- 


Digitized by 


Google 



HOW A FORTUNE WAS MADE. 501 


loti* and a capital seaman, secured his favor. 
The absence of the captain, however, operated 
unfavorably upon the crew. We had a great 
deal of new rum on board, and it was soon 
but too evident that the men had found some 
method of helping themselves to it. 

One day when half the crew were more 
than half drunk, and Quarrelsomely frolicsome, 
and brawling and fooling instead of attending 
to their duty — a stiff breeze blowing, and the 
prospect of a gale — I called a council of the 
passengera, and having stated the case as it 
stood, requested their advice. All that could 
be done was to send for the captain, and 
represent the matter to him. He came, half- 
intoxicated, and to our remonstrances returned 
no other reply than that we were a set of 
fools for meddling with other people’s business 
— that he knew his duty, and should navigate 
his vessel in his own way. When he was 
gone we determined at any rate upon stopping 
the supply of rum, and this, aided by a hint 
from the mate, we succeeded in doing, having, 
after a diligent search, discovered the source 
from which tho men supplied themselves. 
Things went on a little better after this for 
some time, though the captain having shut 
himself up with his inamorata, hardly showed 
his face for days together. We were still 
sailing nearly north, after a voyage of a month ; 
but the captain, when applied to, would not 
alter the ship’s course, and stormed and raved 
like a madman when either the mate or the 
passengers interfered. * On we went day after 
day further north, with a drunken captain 
and an undisciplined crew. I had the horrors. 
It was plain that unless we resorted to some 
desperate measure, we should be carried bump 
ashore, or wrecked on some sand or reef in 
one of the dark nights which were now near 
sixteen hours long. I never slept for an hour 
together day or night. The weather was 
dismal with frost and fog, and the most horri- 
ble prospect was before us. At length the 
mat£ came to me with a long face, and ex- 
pressed his conviction that unless we altered 
our course we should be on the bank of New- 
foundland in twenty-four hours at the latest. 
I immediately broke this news to the passen- 

f jre, who were but too w'ell prepared for it. 

here was no time to be lost. They requested 
me as agent for the owners, to arrest the cap- 
tain, and give the command to the mate. I 


required first a requisition from them to that 
effect, signed by them all. It was prepared 
and completed in a few minutes ; then arming 
ourselves with pistols and cutlasses, we drag- 
ged the drunken captain forth from Iris den, 
bound him hand and foot, locked him up in 
spite of his oaths and resistance, and putting 
the Bhip about, steered for home with a 
tolerably fair wind. The men at first made a 
demonstration in favor of the captain, but 
the resolute front we showed them, and the 
fact, which they know well enough, that I 
was owner of the cargo, prevented their having 
recourse to violence. I promised the mate 
my interest with the firm to secure him in 
the command he thus assumed, if he brought 
the vessel safely into port. lie played the 
captain admirably, and soon by a little whole- 
some severity restored the discipline we had 
lost. The Lance behaved famously in the 
wintry gales of the Atlantic. We made the 
Channel the second week in January, worked 
up to the Downs, where we lay for ten days, 
and where, at his own request, I put the cap- 
tain ashore — and arrived at the West India 
Docks before the end of the month. 

My employers, though they had no great 
reason to be satisfied with the expedition, 
which had proved a sorry speculation for them, 
congratulated me upon my good fortune, ex- 
pressing unfeigned pleasure at my return. 
They confirmed my appointment of tho mate, 
who subsequently made many prosperous voy- 
ages in the Lance. As for the captain, he 
brought an action against me, which, so far 
from doing him any good, only ruined his 
character by publishing the circumstances of 
his disgrace. I gave tne negro wench a trifle 
to clothe her decently, ana procured her a 
place in a gentleman’s family in London, 
where she turned out a capital cook, and lived 
comfortably. Now you have the history of my 
South Sea speculation, which, though it led me 
through the horrors of wnr and tempest, made 
me independent of the world. All the reward 
I ever got for my valor under Whitelock, was 
that dusty old uniform which has so often ex- 
cited your curiosity — and that musket which 
has never been fired since the inglorious 5th 
of July, 1807, to this hour. You see there is 
no flint in the lock — but if you thrust in the 
ramrod you will find the charge is still in the 
barrel. 


HOW TO WRITE A SWEET POEM. 

BY LUCY SOPHTHAUT. 

Road all sweet novels — o’er them shed sweet 
tears — 

Make love to a sweet maid of tender years ; 
Pronounce all babies sweet, and like papa ; 
When a lamb bleats, say *t is the sweetest baa ; 
Admire all patch-work quilts with patterns sweet, 
And never smoke, nor cheese nor onions eat ; 


Bay sooh sweet bonnets fbr your sisters, and 
The sweetest trinkets you can find at hand ; 

Say sweet things to the ladies — sweetly smile. 
And like a sweet brigand look all the while ; 

In sweet walks by sweet moonlight take de- 
light. 

And such sweet poems as you ’ll sweetly write. 
Whose sweet expressions making sweet one sigh, . 
Will bring from sweet young girls the sweet “ Oh, . 
my !** JVfcf. JEra. 
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MISS M INTOSH S LETTER. 


Prom tha N. T. Observer. 

miss m’intosh’b letter. 

Wx have devoted several columns of our 
paper ibis week to a letter by Miss M’lntosh 
on the Address of the Women of England to 
their Sisters of America in relation to Sla- 
very. Miss M. is the well-known author of 
numerous literary works, which have been 
extensively read with high approbation both 
in England and America. She is a native of 
Georgia, and although her home is now in New 
York, she resided for more than thirty years 
at the South, and is intimately acquainted in 
the families of many of the most wealthy and 
respectable slaveholders in that section of the 
Union. 

Miss M’Intosh is a descendant of the Scot- 
tish Highlanders, who came over from Great 
Britain, with General Oglethorpe, more than 
120 years ago, to found the colony of Georgia. 
They founded it, as our readers well know, 
on the anti-slavery principle. General Ogle- 
thorpe, with the Highlanders and German 
Protestants, who constituted the majority of 
the first settlers, were firmly and unanimously 
opposed, both on political and religious 
grounds, to the introduction of slaves into the 
colony. If their plan had been accomplished, 
slavery in this country would have been lim- 
ited by Mason and Dixon’s line on the north, 
and tho Savannah river on the south ; and 
more than half the territory now cultivated 
by slaves in the United States would have been 
from the beginning “ free soil. ” Indeed, 
the whole would now be “free soil;” for, 
without cotton-growing and sugar-growing 
States os markets for their slaves, slavery 
would long ere this have died a natural death 
in Maryland, Virginia and Kentucky. 

What prevented the accomplishment of this 
noble Anti-Slavery project of the first settlers 
of Georgia! English slave-traders, who 
cared only for their own pecuniary gain, op- 
erating partly by direct intluence on the gov- 
ernment at home, and partly through their 
indolent countrymen in the colony, tho Lon- 
don paupers settled near Savannah, sucoeeded 
in procuring the abolition of all anti-slavery 
restrictions, and theso merchants then filled 
the markets of Georgia with miserable heathen 
from Africa, the victims of their avarice and 
cruelty. The Highlanders and Germans per- 
sisted to the lost in their opposition to this 
great wickedness, but in vain. The negroes 
were admitted, and, when once admitted, the 
planters were oompelled to employ them, for 
they could get no other laborers. 

The descendants of these Highlanders and 
Germans are now wealthy slaveholders, scat- 
tered over all the country between the Savan- 
nah river and the farthest limits of Arkansas 


and Texas. They inherit the religious princi- 
ples of their fathers. They have the Bible 
and love to read it. They go to that blessed 
book, and not to Northern men or English- 
men, to Northern ladies or English ladies, to 
learn their duties to their Blaves. They do 
not find in any part of that book the doctrine 
of the immediate abolitionists. They find 
there that the slave is a man and a brother ; 
that God made him ; that God loves him ; 
that Christ died for him ; and that God will 
not bless, and Christ will not love, the mas- 
ter who does not. love his slave, or the slave 
who does not love and obey his master. With 
this simple teaching, and withdrawing them- 
selves, as the Apostle directs, from those who 
teach otherwise, they have been laboring aui- 
etly and unostentatiously, amidst all the dis- 
couragements caused by the curse of slavery 
on one side, and the agitations of abolition- 
ists on the other, to establish schools and 
churches, and to fit the negro for the en- 
joyment of all the happiness of which he is 
capable here and hereafter ; and with such 
sucoess, that they and their co-laborers count, 
as one of the fruits of their toil, more than 
300,000 nogro members of evangelical churches 
— a greater number, as has been frequently 
stated, than the aggregate number in all the 
churches under Protestant missionaries in all 
the countries of the heathen world. 

Miss M’lntosh is the fit representative of 
that numerous band of self-appointed mission- 
aries under whoso labors so many of these 
poor negroes have become joyful disciples of 
Jesus Christ. She is the great-grand-daugh- 
ter of John Moore M’lntosh, who was the 
leader of the Highlanders when they protested 
in 1733 against the introduction of slavery 
into Georgia ; and she is a cousin of Mrs. 
Wilson, the wife of the Rev. John L. Wilson, 
to whom we referred in our paper of the 31st 
ult., as having emancipated her slaves, and 
accompanied them with her husband from 
South Carolina to Africa, to preach the Gos- 
pel to the natives of that dork land. Did 'the 
ladies at Stafford House know that such 
women are produced in the midst of American 
slavery ? Did they know that there is not in 
any country on tho earth, among the higher 
classes, a body of Christians more distin- 
guished for generous self-sacrifice, and for all 
the noble graces of the Christian character, 
than the truly Christian slave-holders, of the 
Southern States in America ! When they learn 
this, those ladies will surely feel how unbe- 
coming it was in them to issue with so much 
parade, an address, whioh assumes that it is 
necessary for English women to teach tho 
American people, and especially our Southern 
people, the first principles of their duty to 
God and man. 
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LETTER ON THE ADDRESS OF THE 
WOMEN OF ENGLAND 

TO THEIR SISTERS OF AMERICA IN RELATION TO 
SLAVERT. 

BT MISS X. J. X'lXTOSH. 

To the Editor of the New York Observer : 

Sir : — I read a few weeks since in your 
valuable paper, with some pain, an article 
commenting on a letter from the Earl of 
Shaftesbury to the Editor of the London 
Times, in which you seemed to give an un- 
qualified approval* to the answers addressed 
by some or our countrywomen to the Duchess 
of Sutherland, and the other ladies of Eng- 
land, who had appealed to their Christian 
sympathies in behalf-of the slave. I cannot 
better evince my confidence in your Christian 
magnanimity than in venturing to ask per- 
mission to avail myself of the prestige of your 
paper in presenting views differing somewhat, 
it may be, from your own. Mistaken and 
injudicious as I consider the action of these 
ladies of England, in urging on the women 
of America responsibilities which it would 
have been fatuity in them to overlook, and 
duties which it would have been heuthenism 
in them to neglect, no less mistaken and in- 
judicious seems to me the manner in which 
that appeal has been answered. These an- 
swers have proceeded, I believe, from north- 
ern womeu only, who might well have held 
themselves untouched by this controversy. 
They could have been dictated by no selfish 
motive, therefore, but solely by generous 
sympathy for their southern sisters — a mo- 
tive which claims more than indulgence — 
admiration and respect. In their own cause, 
sir, I doubt not these ladies would themselves 
have thought as I do, that if a reply was made 
at all, it would be more consistent with the 
dignity of Christian gentlewomen to make it 
in the spirit of that charity which u hopeth 
all things, believeth all things, endureth all 
things, 1 * than, in the proud vindictiveness of 
wounded self-love, to give back railing for 
railing. 

I have said that the action of the ladies of 
England was mistaken ; yet it was a mistake 
which we can readily forgive, I think, when 
we recollect the influence under which it was 
made. Genius, which might well huve been 
satisfied with the triumphs it was capable of 
achieving in a legitimate field, hod stoopod to 
pander to the passions of the multitude, by 

* If Miss M. will refer again to our article, she 
will perceive that we could not have given “ an 
unqualified approval 1 ’ to those answers, for we 
made no allusion to any of the answers except 
one, and with respect to that one, we expressly 
said that 44 not having soen it we know not whether 
it merits the animadversions bestowed upon it by 
his lordship.” — Ed. Observer. 


clothing fiction in the garb of truth, and 
teaching her to utter her aspersions in the 
accents of this daughter of the skies. Had 
the power which thus maligned us been the 
product of a foreign soil, it might have been 
mistrusted ; but how could houorable women 
believe that a woman would, without provo- 
cation, blacken with infamy the land of her 
birth, unless the dearer interests of truth had 
forced her to the painful task ? And can we 
wonder that if these aspersions were believed, 
all prudential considerations should have been 
forgotten ? Ought we not rather to admire 
the forbearance of these ladies of England, 
supposing such belief to have been theirs, in 
that there escaped them not the indignant 
utterance of horror and disgust, but the gentle 
appeal of Christian charity? For my ow r n 
part, I feel and acknowledge my obligation to 
them, for the liberality which could still be- 
lieve us not wholly dead to human sym- 
pathies, which could still hope to rouse us to 
the exercise of humanity. _ Urged by this 
obligation, and desiring to relieve them from 
the pain which every Christian heart must 
feel in entertaining condemnatory opinions of 
those holding like precious faith with them- 
selves, I would say, “ Believe not that the old 
English nature has lost any of its noble at- 
tributes in the air of America. Here, as 
with you, it still hates oppression and sickens 
at cruelty. Woman, here, has not forgotten 
her office of comforter. 11 I would say to 
them, “We accept your sympathy, noble 
sisters, and offer you our own under those 
heavy responsibilities which you too have 
to bear. With such responsibilities, well 
may you bless God that you are exempted 
from that burden which your fathers laid 
upon us. And yet, 11 I would add, 44 count it 
not heavier than it is ; think of it not with 
the vogue terror with which wo strive in vain 
to grasp the proportions and struggle with 
the power of an oppressive nightmare ; but 
look at it rather with the sharpened faculties, 
and the fuller consciousness, and the quieter 
self-possession with which danger ever endows 
a magnanimous spirit. 11 Looking at it thus, 
you will see a race of people brought hither, 
not, as romance would teach, from the enjoy- 
ment of the dear ties of home, from a life of. 
freedom and of simple pleasures ; but from a 
condition the lowest to which humanity could 
sink — nay, distinguished from that of the 
brutes, only as the semblance of the human 
form excited a deeper disgust, by its sugges- 
tion of contrast. This people you wouldsee 
now wearing in their features more of the 
aspect of humanity, and exhibiting in their 
habits far more of the deoencies of Fife. You 
would see them dwelling in homes, poor in- 
deed, but not wholly comfortless, surrounded 
often by families whom they love, and with 
whom they live and die. Yet more, you 
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would find that the moral sentiment has been 
awakened in their souls, that they feel them- 
selves accountable to the Great Father of all, 
and that they whose fathers trembled at the 
Fetioh and adored the Devil, now bow at the 
name of Christ, and adore the Lord of heaven 
and earth with a simplicity, and an earnest- 
ness of faith, which no philosophy can teach. 

We claim not that we or our fathers have 
done for them all that we ought — we ac- 
knowledge that more, far more might and 
should have been done ; but this is something 
not wholly without value, and this, God in 
His providence hath wrought for them — and 
this and more — more which a few favored 
ones have gained — they are now bearing 
back to throw a little light on their native 
Africa, still sitting in darkness and in the 
shadow of death. 

But you reproach us, sisters — gently, very 
gently, I acknowledge — still you reproach us 
that they cannot read for themselves the word 
of life — nay, that we submit to laws which 
have forbidden us to give them this inestima- 
ble power — and we cannot deny it ; but let 
us look well at this too, and perchance it may 
appear less black a wrong in us than at first 
it seems. 

Many years ago a faint light appeared in 
the dark sky which had hitherto overshadowed 
this devoted race — a light which we hoped 
would prove the dawn of a quick-rising and 
brilliant day. An influence silent, irresisti- 
ble, coming like the wind of heaven we knew 
not whence, stirred many hearts and awak- 
ened many noble minds at the south to the 
great work of the south, the work which it has 
yet to do — the instruction and fuller evangel- 
isation of those whom God has committed to 
their keeping. Suddenly, plantation schools 
were established for children and adults, and 
plantation chapels erected where instruction 
should be given better adapted to their un- 
tutored minds than the church services on 
which they had been accustomed to depend. 
You, noble ladies, who know how slowly the 
wisest reforms win general consent even in 
enlightened England, will readily understand 
how much difficulty the pioneers in this noble 
work had to encounter; but they went on 
undismayed, and God seemed to be with 
them, lie was with them, for the good seed 
then sown has never been wholly uprooted ; — 
but, alas ! the enemy was active too, and 
sowed tares with the wheat. 

While slowly, but surely, the strongest 
prejudices were giving way before the quiet 
out steady onset of truth, at the south — in 
the northern part of our land there arose an 
association of men, to whom I will allude no 
farther than to say that, by publishing works 
of the most inflammatory character, address- 
ing the planters of the south with the bitterest 
denunciation, and calling on their slaves to 


free themselves from their tyranny, even 
though they should do it by the infliction of 
horrors on which I will not dwell ; and by 
sending these publications to those by whom 
they supposed their contents would oe com- 
municated to the slaves, they deeply injured 
the cause they sought to serve. The pam- 
phlets were sent to free blacks in the city of 
Savannah, preachers of the gospel of peace. 
Deeply shocked themselves at their contents, 
they placed them in the hands of the city 
council, by which they were forwarded to the 
state legislature then holding its annual ses- 
sion. The result was the law forbidding, on 
penalty of a heavy fine and imprisonment, 
that the blacks be taught to read or write — 
an unwise law as we believe, but scarcely 
unnatural under these circumstances. 

The true friends of the slave were grieved 
but not despairing, cast down but not de- 
stroyed. The law, which they felt themselves 
bound to obey, made the task of enlightening 
the darkened minds around them far more 
difficult, but still by no means impracticable. 
To teach the slaves to read, and place Bibles 
in their hands would have been an easy thing 
compared with becoming themselves the media 
through which all acquaintance with that 
sacred word must be obtained. But they 
shrank not from this difficult bisk. “ Men of 
thought, and men of action,” women of culti- 
vation and refinement, who were fitted to 
enjoy and to adorn society, re-modelled their 
plans of life, feeling that whatever else was 
neglected, this must be done. From the 
schools, which were still continued, some of 
the books that had been in use vanished, but 
the Bible remained, and so interesting did 
the viva voce lessons become that we doubt 
whether many of the pupils were conscious 
Of the change in the mode of teaching. This 
change was not the greatest evil resulting 
from the apprehension in which the law had 
originated. The influence which the friends 
of the slave were acquiring over publio senti- 
ment, the waking up of dormant consciences 
under the silent rebuke of their example, was 
cheeked. People cried, “ See the effect of in- 
novation !” and returned contentedly to their 
long sleep. 

I may not hope, in the short space of such 
an article as this, to convey any just idea of 
the persevering efforts for the advancement 
of the slave made by this devoted band of 
Christian men and women at the south. They 
have borne obloquy and eon tempt from men 
because they would not set all human law at 
defiance, or yield the judgments formed on the 
sure basis of experience to the wild schemes 
of the theorist. For this obloquy and con- 
tempt, as far as it regarded themselves only, 
they have oared little. It was a light thing 
to them to be judged of man's judgment. On 
the panoply of the Christian hero, the shafts 
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of ridicule, and the heavier blows of hate fall 
alike harmless. But that which was of little 
importance to them personally, has been felt 
as a grievous ill for its influence on the cause 
to which they had devoted themselves. Every 
unjust accusation, every bitter and insulting 
word uttered against the south, in England, 
or in the Northern United States, has tended 
to harden the hearts they were seeking to 
soften, and to odd to the prejudices which 
present an insuperable barrier to the attain- 
ment of their hearts desire and prayer — the 
elevation and gradual emancipation of the 
slave. 

Think not that I have exaggerated the in- 
terest or the action of the south on this sub- 
ject. I have, indeed, not told you the half. 
Were it not my design to confine myself 
strictly to the subjects of your letter,! could 
prove to you by well-authenticated statistics 
that the south, in proportion to its wealth and 
population, has given more, and done more 
ibr the cause of African emancipation than 
England and the Northern United States 
combined. And against the examples of in- 
dividual debasement and cruelty, so industri- 
ously sought out by our enemies, 1 might set 
examples of such self-devotion as would com- 
pel the admiration of the world, and costyoyr 
own noble Wilberforue and Clarkson into the 
shade. I could show you delicately-nurtured 
and accomplished women and men of education , 
who have not only liberated their slaves, and 
sent them at their own expense to Africa, but, 
having thus given to the good cause all they 
bod, have added to that gift themselves — 
haring accompanied their people, shared their 
dangers, and labored now for nearly thirty 
years, as African missionaries. 

But I turn to another and not less interest- 
ing subject, against which you have expressed 
yourself with faithful, and I am ready to 
believe not unchristian rebuke — the relation 
of marriage among the slaves, and the little 
regard which their family ties obtain among 
those who are the rulers of their earthly 
destinies. For the slight consideration which 
the slaves themselves attach to the sacred 
relation of marriage, I can only say that they 
are in this little, if any, worse than the 
ignorant in even your own favored land. To 
multiply proof of this from your own nolice 
reports would be easy, if it were not uselessly 
occupying both your time and mine. One in- 
stance is placed before me even as I write, to 
which I refer, not because of its greater appo- 
siteness to my purpose, but Bimply because it 
is at hand. I derive it from a well-known 
American Magazine — Littell's Living Age — 
into which it was copied from an English 
paper — the Stamford Mercury. It purports 
to be a report of a trial, occurring before 
magistrates in Birmingham, of a man for an 
assault upon his wife. The miserable woman 


testifies that her husband does not live with 
her, having “ leased ” himself to another 
woman — F use the language of the report. 
Further investigation ensues and a lease, of 
this, I trust, singular character, is actually 
introduced into court and sworn to as having 
been drawn up by a lawyer whose name is 
given, and who, it is asserted received for it 
a fee of 11. 15*. 

But surely it needs neither repeated exam- 
ples nor elaborate argument to prove that even 
m a far more refined condition than that of 
the plantation slave, the influence of Christian 
principle is needed to make marriage what 
God intended it should be. 

But you accuse us — woe to us if you 
accuse us justly! — of having fostered this 
disregard in the slave by showing little re- 
spect ourselves to bis family ties. We have 
been represented to the world as tearing with- 
out remorse the wife from the husband, the 
mother from the child. This has been so 
often asserted — it has gone forth' to the world 
; endorsed by names so fair and so generally 
reliable — that we can scarcely hope to be be- 
lieved when we affirm that such cruelty would 
be met by as fierce an indignation, as unmiti- 
gated an abhorrence, in the Southern United 
States as in any part of the world ; that the 
scenes depicted in the well-woven fiction, 
which has not only aroused the sympathy and 
excited the compassion of thousands, but has 
given impulse to a course of action that 
threatens to excite national resentment, sun- 
der national amity, and thus, it may be, to 
change the political aspects of the world, if. 
they have ever occurred, are but the few and 
rare exceptions *in the history of slavery here 
— proofs of individual, not of national guilt. 

As I think of the unheeding ears and the 
unbelieving hearts I am addressing, I am ready 
to throw aside my pen, and to sit down, as 
most of my countrymen and countrywomen 
seem disposed to do, in sullen or haughty 
quietude. But this Is not the spirit of the 
Christian, not the spirit in which I commenced 
this reply ; and, difficult as it is, I will with 
God’s nelp speak the truth, and speak it in 
love, even though conscious that I speak it to 
those who are not likely to credit my asser- 
tions. 

First, then, after an acquaintance of more 
than thirty years with slavery as it exists in 
Georgia and South Carolina, I can solemnly 
aver that I never saw that monster — a slave- 
trader — never heard him named but with 
abhorrence, and do not believe that any 
southern gentleman could be driven by neces- 
sity or tempted by gain to have dealings with 
one in his own person. 

Next, I aver that slaves are not regarded 
as mere articles of merchandise, valued only 
at the number of dollars and cents they may 
bring. Sympathy, kindness is felt for them, 


Digitized by <^.ooQle 



506 LETTER ON THE ADDRESS OF THE WOMEN OF ENGLAND. 


and as a general thing, their owners will resist 
any temptation and submit to much privation 
before they will permit them to pass into 
other hands ; and when this becomes a neces- 
sity, it is not to the slave-trader they resort. 
A good slave — by which I mean one who 
bears a good moral character — will readily 
find a purchaser less to be dreaded, and with 
a purchaser chosen by the slave himself, the 
muster will generally deal on more accommo- 
dating terms than with any other. So de- 
cided is public sentiment at the south on this 
subject, that I do honestly believe even a cruel 
nature would be held in check by it, and that 
no man could there remain the associate of 
gentlemen who was known to have sold a slave 
of good character to a slave-trader. Slaves of 
incorrigibly bad character, who, if they were 
free Englishmen, would probably find their 
way to Norfolk Island, are sent instead to the 
auction stand, and sold to tho highest bidder, 
be he slave-trader or not. There are occasions 
indeed when, under the strong hand of the 
law, whole plantations are disposed of at 
>nce,yet even then family ties are respected, 
and he who would purchuso a strong man or 
tfkilful artisan must often consent to take with 
jim a feeble wife and helpless children. 

I am reminded that 1 am opposed, in the 
statements I have here made, not only by the 
power of genius and the sensibilities it has 
aroused, but that, even while I write, a vol- 
ume is on its way across the Atlantic which 
will give to the impressions thus created, 
“ confirmation strong as proof of Holy Writ.” 
To this, I can only answer, that I have spoken 
truth, and that truth will abide, let falsehood 
oppose it as she may. 

That over an area of hundreds of thousands 
of square miles oocupied by millions of in- 
habitants, through the duration of more than a 
century, instances have occurred of oppressive 
and cruel abuse of a power limited only by 
public sentiment and the laws of God as inter- 
preted by His voice within the soul of man, 
will surprise no one. To suppose that there 
had not been such instances of abuse, would 
be to suppose human nature in America had 
attained an exaltation undreamed of in any 
other land. But what shall we say of the 
fairness of that mind which could make these 
instances, that are but the exceptions, the 
rule. As truthful would it be to represent 
the earth as one vast desert, with here and 
there a green spot to break its desolation — os 
truthful to represent life in the city where I 
sow write as passing under one dark reign of 
terror, hate and murder stalking through her 
streets unchecked, because the police reports 
of the last week have conveyed to us direful 
details of fatal brawls and assassination — as 
truthful would it be to say that the mothers of 


England are a race of heartless savages be- 
cause on some, even in that glorious land, lifb 
has pressed so heavily — has so crushed out 
heart and hope — so darkened reason and 
deadened sensibility, that they have taken the 
lives of their own children to avoid the cost of 
their nurture, or to gain the Bmallsum allowed 
for their funeral expenses. 

Sisters! the world — the whole world — 
England and America, as well os India and 
Africa, are full of the habitations of cruelty. 
God has gifted us with capacities of sym- 
pathy, by whose gracious influence we may 
inspire tne colder reason and move the stronger 
arm of man in the cause of the world’s redemp- 
tion from sin and sorrow — the world’s res- 
toration to more than Eden’s joys. But, if we 
would have our champions successful, the 
weapons with which we arm them must be 
wrought by Truth and pointed by Love. 

Sisters of England ! let us close our oars to 
every voice which would introduce hatred and 
unholy rivalry into our hearts. We have 
44 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and father of all, who is above all and through 
all, and in us all,” whether we dwell in the 
simple homes of republican America or in the 
baronial halls of England. Let us each, in 
our own land and our own sphere, labor to 
teach the ignorant, to comfort the sorrowing, 
to reclaim the vicious — in whatever condition 
we find them . Leaving to man — proclaimed, 
at the first, by Heaven, lord of this lower 
world — the fashioning of the external forms 
of social and political life — let it be our un- 
obtrusive, but not less important task to imbue 
those forms with the spirit of peace and love 
and joy in the Holy Ghost. Once instinct 
with this blessed Spirit, all forms shall expand 
into grace and beuuty and that glorious free- 
dom 44 wherewith Christ maketh free.” 

Such, in spirit. Rev. Sir, would I have had 
the reply of American Women to those noble 
Ladies of England who appealed to them with 
earnest and, as I truly believe, conscientious , 
though, as I also believe, mistaken conviction 
of duty. Such a reply, since other and abler 
voices are silent, I would even now, with your 
permission, make to them, through your 
widely read and much valued paper; with the 
hope that it may suggest, at least in my own 
land, more kindly and Christian thoughts 
than have lately prevailed on this subject. 

Should 1 send this paper to you anonymously; 
I fear that it may fail to secure your attention, 
or, should it do so, that the public may suppose 
the writer unwilling to endorse her own as- 
sertions. I therefore subscribe myself, Rev. 
Sir, 

Yours, very respectfully, 

M. I. McIntosh. 
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Trotn the Examiner. 

Memoirs , Journal , and Correspondence of 

Thomas Moore. Third and Fourth Volumes. 

Longman and Co. 

Six years of the Journal , 1819-1825, from 
the fortieth to the forty-sixth of Moore's life, 
are comprised In these volumes. What we 
have to say of the varying light they throw on 
the career and the character of the poet, we 
reserve for another occasion. Some specimens 
of the entertaining gossip which forms the 
balk of their contents we at once present to 
the reader. 

Lord John to-day mentioned that Sydney Smith 
told him he had had an intention once of writing 
a book of maxims, but never got further than the 
following : “ That generally towards the age of 
forty women get tired of being virtuous and men 
of being honest.” 

Took ioe with Lord John at Rucchesi’s after- 
wards. Voltaire listening to an author, who 
was reading to him his comedy, and said, Ici le 
Chevalier rit , exclaimed, II est bun heureux ! 

Met at the post-office an old acquaintance, 
O’Hagarty, who was &u emigrant in Dublin, and 
taught the harp. I remember Stevenson saying 
(when O’iLigarty declared he had no other re- 
source but this, or else staying in France to be 
guillotined), “ Egad, it was head or harp with 
you a phrase used in tossing up a halfpenny in 
Dublin. 

De Souza’s story of the violent patriot de- 
claiming against tyranny, and saying that the 
people ought to rise with one voice and cry out 
Vive la Liberte ! at the same time whispering 
the last word himself ; as if he feared the very 
walls would hear him. 

Bushe told of B., the Bishop of (I forget what) , 
saying after his fourth bottle (striking his head 
in a fit of maudlin piety), “ I have been a great 
sinner ; but I love ray Redeemer.” This bishop 
is one of the opposers of the Catholic claims ; so 

is F ! Godly ecclesiastics ! pity their church 

should bo in danger ! 

A good thing in a letter I have had flrom Te- 
gart, that the queen has said she never oommitted 
adultery but once, and that was with Mrs. Fitz- 
herbert’s husband. 

It was mentioned that Luttrell said lately, 
with respect to the disaffection imputed to the 
army in England, “ Gad, sir, when the extin- 
guisher takes fire, it ’s an awkward business.” 

Lord John mentioned of the late Lord Lans- 
downe (who was remarkable for the sententious 
and speech-like pomposity of his conversation), 

that, in giving his opinion one day of Lord , 

he said, “ I have a high opinion of his lordship’s 
character ; so remarkable do I think him for the 
pure and unbending integrity of his principles, 
that I look upon it as impossible he should ever 
be guilty of the slightest deviation firom the line 
of rectitude, unless it were most damnably well 
worth his while.” 

Lord John mentioned an old physioian ( I be- ] 


lieve) of the old Marquis of Lansdown, called 
Ingerhouz, who when he was told that old Fred- 
erick of Prussia was dead, asked anxiously, “ Are 
you very sure dat he is dead ?” “ Quite sure.” 

“ On vhat authority ?” “ Saw it in the papers.” 
“You are very, very sure ?” “ Perfectly so.” 

“ Veil, now he is really dead, I vill say he vas 
de greatest tyrant dat ever existed.” 

Sheridan (Charles) told me that his father, 
being a good deal plagued by an old maiden 
relation of his always going out to walk with 
him, said one dAy that the weather was bad and 
rainy ; to which the old lady answered, that, on 
the contrary, it had cleared up. “ Yes,” says 
Sheridan, “ it has cleared up enough for one, 
but not for two.” He mentioned too, that Tom 
Stepney supposed algebra to be a learned lan- 
guage, and referred to his father to know whether 
it was not so, who said certainly “ Latin, Greek, 
and Algebra. ” “By what people was it spoken ? ” 
“ By the Algebrians, to be sure,” said Sheri- 
dan. 

Kenny told a story of one Jim Welsh, who 
said, “ Rot me, if I don’t take a trip to France ; 
and rot me, if I don’t begin immediately to leurn 
the language.” He got a grammar, dictionary, 
and master ; and after three months’ study 
thought himself qualified to undertake the jour- 
ney. Just before he set out Duruset came up to 
him one day, and said, Eh bitn , Mont. Welth , 
comment vous portes-vous ? Jim stared, looked 
bothered, turned his eyes to the right and left, 
and at last exclaimed, “ Now rot me, if I han't 
forgot what that is.” 

Talking with Luttrell of religion before dinner, 
he mentioned somebody having said, upon being 
asked whnt religion he was, “Me? I am of the 
religion of all sensible men.” “And what is 
that ?” “ Oh ! sensible men never tell.” 

Wellesley mentioned an anecdote to show the 
insinoerity of George III. that in giving the rib- 
bon to Lord Wellesley (after having done all he 
could, as Lord W. well knew, to avoid giving 
it to him), he said, “ I recollect, my lord, having 
thought, when I saw you as a boy at Eton, that 
I should one day have to bestow this distinction 
upon you.” Lord R. told a good thing about 
Sir E. Nagle’s coming to our present king when 
the news of Bonaparte’s death had just arrived, 
and saying, “ I have the pleasure to tell your 
majesty that your bitterest enemy is dead.” 
“ No ! is she, by Gad ?” said the king. 

Lord Holland told before dinner, (a propot of 
something), of a man who professed to have 
studied “ Euclid” all through, and upon some 
one saying to him, “Well, solve me that prob- 
lem,” answered, “Oh, I never looked at the 
cuts !” 

Lord John told us that Bobus Smith one day, 
in conversation with Talleyrand, having brought 
in somehow the beauty of his mother, T. said, 
C'etoit done votre pere qui n'etoit pat bien. 

Smith mentioned a conundrum upon Falstaff ; 
“ My first is a dropper, my second a propper, 
and my third a whapper.” 

Lord L. mentioned the conclusion of a letter 
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from a Dutch commercial house as follows : — 
“ Sugars are falling more and more every day ; 
not so the respect and esteem with which we are, 
&c., &c .” 

In talking of ghost stories, Lord L. told of a 
party who were occupied in the same sort of con- 
versation ; and there was one tall, pale-looking 
woman of the party, who listened and said noth- 
ing ; but upon one of the company turning to her 
and asking whether she did not believe there was 
such a thing as a ghost, she answered, Si j'y 
crois 1 oui et mime je le suit ; and instantly 
vanished. 

Rossini did not come till near three. Drought 
with him Placci, Curioni, and Cocchi ; Mercer 
oame afterwards ; and we joined in the choruses 
of the “ Semiramide.” Rossini, a fat, natural, jol- 
ly-looking person, with a sort of vague archness in 
his eye, but nothing further. His mastery over 
the pianoforte is miraculous. 

At breakfast Jckyll told of some one remark- 
ing on the inaccuracy of the inscription on Lord 
Kenyon’s tomb, Mors janua vita ; upon which 
Lord Ellenborough said, 4< Don’t you Know that 
that was by Kenyon’s express desire, as he left 
it in his will, that they should not go to the ex- 
pense of a diphthong ?” 

Mentioned that on some one saying to Peel, 
about Lawrence’s picture of Croker, 44 You can 
see the very quiver of his lips ;” 44 Yes,” said 
Peel, 44 and the arrow coming out of it.” Croker 
himself was telling this to one of his countrymen, 
who answered, 44 He meant Arrah ooming out of 
it.” 


From the Spectator, 10th April. 

POSTHUMOUS SUPREMACY OF ROME. 

Roue at present enjoys the most of such 
living existence as remains to her, not on the 
Seven Hills, but under the immediate shade 
of the French and Austrian emperors ; and 
where she is protected, there she makes her 
influence felt as an indignity and a dqnger. 
Through a section of the French clergy, the 
Pope has effected a considerable stride in 
establishing absolute spiritual authority in 
France. His pioneers prepared the way. 
One of those semi-clerical personages unknown 
to the Protestant Church of England, an 
Abbl, named Gaume, raised a controversy on 
the subject of education ; he endeavored to 
discontinue the use of the classic Greek and 
Roman writers in public schools, and to sub- 
stitute the Fathers, contending tljat the 
classics are profane and indecent, the fathers 
trustworthy as authorities on subjects of 
antiquity. This was a direct attempt to 
bring up the youth of France in an absolute 
spiritual slavery unknown to the middle 
ages ; since those times were too rough for 
the people to be grasped so completely as they 
might do now that they are tamed. The Abbe 
Gaume was supported by the Uni vers, an 


Ultramontane journal of Paris, which set 
itself up as the censor of the moderate party 
in the Church. The Archbishop ’ of Paris 
forbade the reading of the journal to his 
clergy and their flocks ; the ecu tor, M. Veuil- 
lot, appealed to the Pope ; the Pope with all 
the indirectness of circumlocution insinuates 
a rebuke at the archbishop ; and tho prelate 
retracts. The letter of the pontiff lauds the 
protecting care of his 44 dear son in Jesus, 
Napoleon Emperor of the French recom- 
mends 44 the excellent works of the Holy 
Fathers, and of the most celebrated heathen 
writers after they have been carefully expur- 

f ated;” and inculcates as the paramount 
uty 44 fidelity to the Holy See, ana most per- 
fect obedience to all that it teaches, estab- 
lishes, and decrees.” Here we see the true 
object nakedly exposed. Attacks on the 
mythology of the Pagans have often come 
from the Roman Catholic clergy — attacks 
which sometimes covered a taste to luxuriate 
I in that fanciful region ; and many 44 persua- 
sions” besides the Romanist might hesitate 
to instruct youth through the epistles of 
Horace or the satires or Catullus, however 
polished ; but the object here is positive, not 
negative — to make the Fathers the standard 
of literature, the guard against advancing 
science, the patterns of ecclesiastical ab- 
solutism. 

The Pope expects to be more absolute in 
France than he can be in Italy, or even in 
Rome. It is true that he holds down his 
subjects, forbidding to them almost every act 
of the life of a free people ; but he does not 
do so by his spiritual authority over their own 
will ; it is the bayonets of France that uphold 
him over his people on the West Italian 
shore, those of Austria on- the Eastern shore. 
He has officially declared to the Austrian 
minister, that if he were left by the foreign 
troops in Rome, he could not sustain himself 
a day against the hatred and revolt of his 
subjects. There cannot then be amongst 
them much belief in his infallibility. And it 
is well known that throughout Italy the 
educated classes, who do not make a trading 
profession of subserviency to powers that be, 
ore rapidly becoming more and more inde- 
pendent of Rome. But Austria U9es the 
Romish priesthood to teach the Lombard 
catechism, which tells the young Italian that 
he holds his property from the emperor, to 
whom he owes obedience like that rendered to 
God. Austria, therefore, who can be Ghibe- 
line when it suits her, is Guelph in Lombardy, 
Guelph in her assaults on Sardinia. Louie 
Napoleon also has used the clergy of Rome to 

S et up those theatrical displays which have 
one so much to throw over his ill-gotten 
power the gloss of a spurious authenticity. 
He may use them still to teach obedience to 
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himself, and also to the Pope, if it mast be so. 
For the holy father knows This power abroad, 
aad makes terms now, with a will of his own. 
If Louis Napoleon supports him with bay- 
onets, he reciprocates fcne support with mis- 
sals ; if France holds down the Dody of Rome, 
Rome holds down the mind of France ; and 
Pius the Ninth, accounting himself ac- 
quitted, declines to throw into the bargain 
the coronation that Louis Napoleon asks at his 
hands. 

For us in this country, who are even now 
struggling with the last remains of the diffi- 
culty to secure civil instruction independently 
of ecclesiastical control, the view of the opposite 
extremity of the struggle is useful. On the 
Continent, Popery is gaining ground exactly 
as Absolutism odvanoes ; Protestantism in 
like manner yields by whole states — Hungary 
fallen, Belgium tottering, France herself no 
longer neutral. It would, however, be greatly 
.to misconstrue this spectacle if we were to 
derive from it no more than the impulse to 
engage in an anti-Popery agitation. If you 
seek to meet Popery doctrinally and spiritu- 
ally, you can only do so by rivalling its own 
despotic measures — by forbidding it to preach 
or to think after its own fashion and dictating 
another ; by destroying, in short, that very 
freedom of the atmosphere in which genuine 
Popery cannot survive. In thorough freedom 
Popery becomes absolutely harmless — like a 
mephitic gas in a high wind. In the United 
States, Popery cannot maintain even the 
nominal statistics of its hereditary popula- 
tion. In no tabulated statement of the relig- 
ious denominations in the American Union 
shall you find any numbers equivalent to the 
indubitable heirs in blood of the Catholic im- 
migrants. The priests of Ireland well know 
that fact, and hence their dread of emigra- 
tion. Their flocks might become wealthier 
across the Atlantic, but Peter’s pence are not 
a staple of American produce. But how is 
it that this tremendous spiritual engine be- 
comes powerless on the otner side of the sea ? 
— Because in the great republic there is 
absolute freedom for all sects, and possession 
of temporal authority for none. It is that 
privation of temporal power which leaves the 
ecclesiastic without power to coerco. This is 
felt even in Italy, where Sardinia has been en- 
deavoring to establish a gradual Protestantism 
by withdrawing civil authority from ecclesi- 
astics ; but, wanting Protestant support, Sar- 
dinia has yielded under the threats by which 
Austria backed the Pope. If civil power be 
left in ecclesiastical hands, it will still be on 
object towards which Rome would work by 
systematic encroachments. She has almost 
regained in France what she is trying to 
regain in England ; her chances of success 
being exactly m proportion to the restricted 
•tote of opinion and education. 


From Household Words. 
JANE MARKLAND. 

▲ TALE. 

It needs not beauty to adorn the face, 

Nor flexile limbs to give the motions grace. 

As from the shapeless block Apollo broke 
And glowed with lovelier life at every stroke, 

So glows with freshening charms the homeliest 
maid. 

When warm affection plies the sculptor’s trade. 

When young Jane Markland came to teach our 
school 

The village children loved her gentle rule ; 

So mild the mistress learning won the child, 

And hardest words grew easy when she smiled. 
But not all smiles ; the teacher knew to frown 
And keep disorder by a whisper down ; 

Heavy her brows when idlers mocked her 
reign, 

And, half by chance, her hand would touch the 
cane ; 

So ermined judges thrill the crowd with awe 
By useless mace,' and sword they never draw. 

Our curate — white his hair and warm his heart. 
By merit fitted for a loftier part, 

But pleased and happy ’mid the flock he tends. 
Unmarked by bishops — rich in humbler friends. 
Our curate ne’er grew tired of lauding Jane, 
And soared at once to Ciceronian strain : 

“ Since first,” he says, “ to teach our school she 
oame 

I scarce believe the village is the same ; 

A neatness now pervades our cottage rooms ; 

Our cottage walls are sweet with summer blooms ; 
I find a book on every table spread, 

Where morn and eve the word of Qod is read ; 
Neat prints — the fruit of gathered pence — 
bestow 

Refinement never dreamt of long ago ; 

The school-boys sweep the rood before the door. 
The weather’s self seems better than of yore ; 
And then, in all she does she ’s so sinoere, 

*T is pity she ’» so very plain, my dear.” 

• 

Yes ; Jane was plain ; in truth, I ’ve often heard 
A stranger paint her by a harsher word. 

For coarse she was in feature, dull her eyes. 

Her gait ungainly and enlarged her size ; 

Yet ne’er came child of Eve bereft of all 
The charms, Eve *s only dowry since the fall ; 
Some link remains by which the bond we trace 
Between the loveliest and the plainest face. 

Some one expression that, with instant thrill, 
Tells us the ugliest is a woman still ; 

White teeth had Jane, and lips that well exprest 
Each thought, fear, feeling of her gentle breast. 

One night, when winds that had been loud all 
day 

Beneath the troubled moonlight died away, 

And left the trees unmoved, while overhead 
Large jagged clouds o’er all the blue were spread ; 
Swiftly across the sky their squadrons passed 
As if for safety flying from the blast ; 

You seemed to hear the tempest as it swept 
Though sound was none, and calm the village 
slept. 
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To Jane’s low casement came a stealthy tread : 
A voice was heard. “Are you still up?” it 
said. 

Jane laid the iron down. “ Who ’s here so late ? 
What, Widow Snow ! Come in.” 

“I may not wait — 
The moon is hid ; a piping gust I hear 
That shows too well a storm is drawing near ; 
The boats are all returned, save only one, 

And that — oh, Jane ! I tremble for my son ; 
Heedless and bold he is, nor used to guide 
The boat in darkness to our jetty’s side.” 

Jane heard the widow and no word she spoke ; 
But struck the lanthorn’s light and pinned her 
cloak ; 

“ *T is a wild night ; I hear the sea,” she said. 
And swiftly to the shore the way she led. 

A dreadful scene ! With unresisted sway 
Ware rushed on wave, as howling for their prey, 
And dashing from their heads the blinding spray, 
High o ’er the pier they swept as if in pride. 

And fell in thunder on the leaward side ; 

Then, as in wrath, they struck the rocks, and 
tore 

Deep furrows in the sand and shook the shore. 

“ Can you see nothing, Jane ?” the widow cried. 
“ There is no boat in motion tar or wide ; 

There *s nothing to be seen but the tall crest 
Of the land breakers ; blackness hides the rest. 
Stop ! there was something dark, a moment seen, 
Now sunk in the deep trough, the seas between ; 
Again ! it is a boat ! Heaven help the crew ! 
Through all this coil I heard a wild halloo. 

Go, dearest widow ! to the bay below. 

Hold forth the lanthorn, it their course will 
show ; 

If they hold on there may be safety yet. 

See — see — they come — oh God ! the boat *s 
upset” 

Loud screamed the widow and the lanthorn 
shook; 

With steadier fingers Jane the burden took ; 
And raised it high in air its light to show, 

And, anxious hoping, waved it to and fro. • 

On a long shoreward swell that rushed in might 
From the black, weltering distance into light 
An upturned keel she sees ; with hideous roar 
The wave repulsed ejects it on the shore : 

And on the fragments, drenched, insensate, cold, 
Two human forms still keep their deadly hold. 
The lanthorn’s light their features gave to view, 
But Hope expired to mark their pallid hue. 
Prone lay the widow on that fatal sand, 

Her dead hand closed upon her son’s dead hand. 

Within a garden from our street withdrawn, 
With twenty feet in front by way of lawn. 

Our Doctor’s house — three-storied, roofed with 
slate — 

Retired, yet public, keeps manorial state, 

A gabled stable helps its airs of pride, 

The surgery window decks the other side. 

Thither hied Jane ; in language dear though 
fast 

Summoned his aid, and shoreward quickly 
passed ; 


Knocked at some doors, her tale of grief displayed, 
And half the village rose to give her aid. 

John Dire, the roughest, kindest man alive. 

Was sixty years, and owned to forty-five ; 

A navy surgeon, thirty years afloat, 

The anchor button still adorned his coat ; 

M. D. his rank, but little squared his rules 
With tedious lessons learned in musty schools ; 
Sharp and decisive was his word ; his hand 
Had knife, pill, bolus ever at command ; 

His language rough, adorned with words so 
queer 

That even our curate sometimes smiled to hear ; 
Storm-beat his cheeks, as if his days had past 
Howling defiance to the northern blast, 

Yet warm his feelings, though his words uncouth, 
Unchilled by age and generous os in youth. 

Meantime the crowd had gathered on the strand. 
And round the three the mourning neighbors 
stand. 

“ Is there no hope ?” said Jane, and felt the skin 
Of the drowned youth. “ Yes ! yet there *s 
warmth within. 

Fly for a blanket ; still my parlor fire 
Burns clear and bright ; but here comes Doctor 
Dire.” 

Back drew the crowd. With careful hand he 
pressed 

The boatman’s wrist, and felt within his breast ; 
Jane drew the widow off, who slowly woke. 

And while the leech was silent, no one spoke. 

To see the other sufferer next he went. 

And uttered various grunts that spoke content. 

“ Bill Bosford has no watery death to dread. 
Give him some grog and put the dog to bed. 
Unsling the main-sail of that boat ; with care 
Lay Snow within — ” and then, with threatening 
air. 

He bade the crowd go — but I can’t say where. 
Jane hurried homeward, stirred the fire, and 
spread 

Before its blaze her choicest feather bed. 

When footsteps sounded at her garden gate 
She oped the door, and in was borne the weight. 
Oh ! strange the ease that use and skill supply l 
’Neath Dire’s quick hand all difficulties fly ; 

Soon on the cheek a languid color glows, 

Slow beats the pulse ; the eyelids half unclose ; 
With many a muttered oath — which Heaven 
forgive ! — 

The doctor swears at last the boy will live. 

Puts to his lips a flask ; and, with a strain, 
Snow lifts his eves and gazes first on Jane. 

“Let the dog lie,” says Dire ; “ here let him 
lie ; 

If you disturb the scoundrel’s rest he ’ll die.” 
Then sat he down, and to the listening few 
Who close and closer round his arm-chair drew, 
Told he such tales, as filled them with affright, 
Of all his doings after Algier’s fight ; 

The bones he sawed, the wounds he stanohed, 
the gore 

That filled the cockpit-boards a foot or more ; 
Such were the sights on board the Bossentore.* 

* This is supposed to be the medical pronuncia- 
tion of the “ Buoontaur.” 
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Then changed the theme ; and next the surgeon 
told 

Of ten feet water settling in the hold ; 

The store-room swampt, while water-logged they 
lay, 

And starving watched the sunset day by day, 
Till on the fourth, just when the lots they threw 
That doomed the doctor’s self to feed the crew, 

A sail drew near, that food and safety bore. 

They watched the ship, that soon lurched wholly 
o’er ; 

Such the sad ending of the Bossentore ! 

Delighted listeners looked on him with dread, 

As if whole histories in his face they read — 

So rough, so weather-beat, so gnarled and old, 
More wild and awful than the tales he told. 

Snow lay asleep ; above his breath he bends, 
Then turns — with words uncourteous — to his 
friends, 

Bids them go home ; but speaks with honor due 
To watchful Jane, and tells her what to do. 

Then, muttering many curses, for display 
Goes homeward, shivering timbers all the way. 
His are no curses ; even our priest declares 
They ’re but a topsy-turvey kind of prayers ; 

A sort of enmity that fires no lead, 

But volleys on its starving foes — with bread. 

Jane and the widow watched the youth’s repose, 
And helped him home when earliest morn arose. 
His was the farm that close and sheltered lay 
’Neath the tall Downs that guard our tiny bay ; 
A rock-strewn farm, with many a deep ravine, 
Where babbling runlets run their course unseen, 
Till ’tween split rocks they sparkle into day, 

Or roar in jets and noiseless glide away, 

Humble the home where Widow Snow abode, 

But picturesque and lovely from the road ; 

For climbing creeper hid the mouldering wall, 
And clustered roses made amends for all ; 

A leasehold form, with such a term to run, 

It might outlast, she said, her grandson’s son. 
By favorite names each little field was known, 
And save in name the fields were all her own ; 
And scarce more pride can fill an emperor’s 
breast, 

Whep countless armies march at his behest, 

Than filled poor Widow Snow when she surveyed 
Her twelve fat cows beneath the elm-trees’ shade, 
But pride — unblest with riches — is a snare ; 
And many a grief had Widow Snow to bear. 

A farmer she ; a pew at church her own ; 

Yet ne’er aspired to silk or satin gown, 

While tradesmen's wives, even nursemaids out 
of place, 

Rustled in silk and veiled themselves in lace. 
But pride had heavier falls ; for, as he grew, 
The hopes she cherished in her son were few. 
Loving to her he was ; but idle, wild — 

He tired of home, and revelled while she toiled ; 
He scorned the land that filled her heart with 
pride. 

But cast his net ; the tireless ore he plied, 
Mixed with the common crew, half-shared a boat, 
And ne’er was happy saving when afloat. 

A change came o’er his life since that dread hour 
When harsh experience showed the tempest’s 
power. 
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No more he sought his comrades on the shore, 
Nor scorned the home that had been dull before. 
When Jane walked up at evenings there was he. 
Rind host, to hand her countless cups of tea, 

To press the muffin while it yet was warm, 

And all the rural dainties of the farm ; 

Nor this alone, but books he tried to read ; 

If dark the sense Jane helped him at his need. 

A slate he bought, and toiled with many a fret. 
Through sums, and weights, and measures dry 
and wet. 

The maid still aided when a puzzler came. 

And joy at her assistance drowned the shame. 
Once said his mother, “ What a girl is Jane ! 
How good her heart ! Alas, that she ’s so plain !” 
John oped his eyes as if he scarcely heard 
Or strove to attain the meaning of the word. 

“ Plain ?” he exclaimed ; “ I know not what you 
mean, 

A smile like hers no mortal man has seen.” 

“ Have you e’er told her so ?” the mother said. 

“ What right have I, stained name and empty 
head, 

To speak to such a scholar as Miss Jane ?” 

The son replied. “ Indeed, I ’m not so vain.” 

That night Jane sought the farm when school 
was done ; 

The mother archly smiled, and blushed the son. 
When first they saw her at the Whitefield stile, 
Said Widow Snow, “Just tell her of her smile.” 
But silent sat the youth the evening through. 
And never hours before so swiftly flew. 

When Jane rose up to take her homeward way, 

“ John,” said the mother, “ has a word to say ; 
He ’ll see you through the yard and past the stile ; 
He wants to tell you, Jane, about your smile.” 
No smile had Jane ; so well her face she knew. 
How many its defects, its charms how few, 

She felt offence ; her voice grew sharp and clear : 
“ I did not fancy John was so severe.” 

Quickly she went ; abashed the young man stood, 
And could n’t have o’erta’en her if he would. 

A week passed on ; John Snow was nowhere 
found, 

They searched the village, tried each nook of 
ground. 

A herd had seen him take the upland track, 

With stick in hand and bundle on his back ; 

But none hod heard him tell his journey’s end. 
Nor on what day his coming to attend. 

Poor Widow Snow was all o’ercome with grief. 
But Jane came up once more and brought re- 
lief; 

Whispered her hopes that he would soon return : 
“ The post will bring a letter — cease to mourn ; 
Perhaps our curate knows, — I *11 go inquire — 
Perhaps he told his plans to Doctor Dire. 

I ’ll ask him, too ; rest happy.” So she went, 
And left the widow wretched but content. 

Our curate and the doctor — generous twain — 
Walked up to aid the comfortings of Jane. 

“ An idle freak,” our mild-eyed curate cried ; 

4 * He staid away three days last Whitsuntide.” 

** He ’& a changed man since then,” said Widow 
Snow, 

“ And hates the Whitsun ales and all their show.” 
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“ I think — Heaven bless him !” thus the leech 
began, 

“ He *8 caught at last some little spark of man. 
No molly-coddle now with bulls and cows, 

And such live lumber pressing down his bows, 
But'* — here his eyes were mentioned — “he’s 
now bore 

An A. B. seaman in a ship of war ; 

Some fighting dragon like the Bossentore. 

Qod save the Queen ! if that would get him 
free” — 

He cracked his hand — “ he ’d not get that from 
me.” 

Small comfort this ; but, when some days went 
by, 

A broken slate the widow chanced to spy, 

And on the fragment this short line appears, 

“ Tell Jane she *s not to marry for three years.” 
Harsh pangs on this through Jane a minute 
passed, 

“The man !” she said, “he mocks me to the 
last !” 

But, in long nights of talk with Widow Snow, 
And tears that did not fail at times to flow, 

She learned what thoughts his bashfulness con- 
fined ; 

And strange, sweet fancies filled her wondering 
mind ; 

Content and pleasure gave each action grace, 
And fixed their own calm beauty in her face. 

So sunshine, when it warms neglected ground, 
Calls flower-seeds forth and scatters perfume 
round. 

One wintry night, when scarce two years were 
gone. 

The two sad mourners sat and talked of John. 
The glimmering fire sent forth a cheery light. 
And — all without a cause — their hopes grew 
bright 

“ I feel as if some happiness were near,” 

The widow said, and wiped the unconscious tear. 
Jane smiled to hear. But sudden, from the sea, 
A gun was heard. “ What can the Bignal be ?” 
They looked across the bay — but nothing saw. 

A flash again ! far off — and then, with awe. 
They watched the coming sound, they heard its 
roar — 

And lights grew frequent on the startled shore. 

A third report came booming o’er the tide : 
“They want a boat,” the saddened mother 
sighed ; 

“ If John were here !” dear memories awoke. 
One thought possessing both, though neither 
spoke. 

A heavy footstep sounded at the door. 

The handle turned, and who stood on the floor ? 
Toil-worn he seemed, like common sailor drest. 
Blue jacket, shining hat, and hairy vest ; 

Abross his neck two wooden boxes hung, 

These at his feet with heavy sound he flung. 

“ You do not know me, mother ?” — Yes, the tone 
Of the loved voice revealed him all her own ; 
And in his arms she lay ! — but still his eye 
Was fixed on Jane who sat in silence by. 

She helped the widow on a chair to place, 

And both sat gazing in the stranger’s face. 


He went to Jane, he took her willing hand ; 

“ For you,” he said, “ my life’s great change I 
planned, 

Crossed the wide seas — a man before the mast — 
And, armed and eager, to the gold world past. 
There week by week I added to my store, 

Heaped grains on grains till I required no more, 
And here I ’m landed on my native shore.” 

Then with a kick he showed the boxes’ weight — 
“ Five hundred ounces is my golden freight , 
Enough,” he cried, “ to crown my best design. 
Oh, Jane ! oh, mother ! what a bliss is mine !” 

k 

What wonders quickly on the farm we see ! 
Three hundred pounds turned leasehold into ffee — 
Some wise repairs mode every fence complete ; 
The cottage walls grew cleau, the chambers neat. 
And when our doctor gave the bride away — 
Bough were his words that hailed the wedding- 
. day — 

Our curate, Jane’s meek virtues pondering o’er. 
Quite changed his taste and thought her plain no 
more. 

“ A maid so good must make a charming wife, 

A very pretty girl, too, on my life?” 


I WAIT FOR THEE ! 

The hearth is swept — the fire is bright, 
The kettle sings for tea ; 

The cloth is spread — the lamp is light. 
And white cakes smoke in napkins white. 
And now I wait for thee. 

Come, come, love, home, thy task is done ; 

The clock ticks list’ningly ; 

The blinds are shut, the curtain down, 

The warm chair to the fireside drawn, 

The boy is on my knee. 

Come home, love, come ; his deep, ibnd eye 
Looks round him wistfully. 

And when the whispering winds go by, 

As if thy welcome step were nigh. 

He crows exultingly. 

In vain — he finds the welcome vain. 

And turns his glance on mine, 

So earnestly, that yet again 
His form unto my heart I strain. 

That glance is so like thine. 

Thy task is done — we miss thee here, 
Where’er thy footsteps roam, 

No heart will spend such kindly cheer, 

No beating heart, no listening ear. 

Like those who wait thee home. 

Ah, now along the crisp walk fast 
That well-known step doth come ; 

The bolt is drawn, the gate is past, I 
The babe is wild with joy at last — 

A thousand welcomes home ! 
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From Punch. 

RAP-RASCALISM. 

“ The Witch of Enpor Superseded Every 
Evening” will probably very soon be the 
heading of the newspaper advertisements put 
forth by the 44 Spiritual Rappers.” The fol- 
lowing cool announcement of regular necro- 
mancy — orim posture — appeared last week : 

S PIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS AND COM- 
MUNICATIONS from departed friends, which 
so much gratify serious and enlightened minds, 
are exemplified daily from 10 to 12, and from 2 
to 5 o’clock, by the American Medium, Mrs. R., 
at, &c., &c. 

There docs, to be sure,. seem to be some- 
thing peculiarly shocking in practising on 
feelings relative to departed friends ; but as 
the 44 serious and enlightened minds” that 
are so much gratified by such sordid imposi- 
tion are brainless dupes, their sensibilities 
are the least likely to be outraged by the 
heartless hoax. 

' The Americans appear to have such a pas- 
sion for territory, that, having licked aU Na- 
ture, as they conceive, they now want to an- 
nex the spiritual world also. In this scheme 
of aggrandisement, however, they have com- 
petitors ; for, consulting English prejudices 
rather than English grammar, a wizard has 
issued the notification subjoined : — 

PIRIT MANIFESTATIONS. — Mr. Hardinge 
and English Medium will give Spiritual Se- 
ances every evening, for the purpose of deline- 
OCQCLXXI. LIVING AGE. TOL. I. 33 


ating the truth and use of these Wonderful com- 
munications. Most interesting, instructive, and 
useful impressions are written out by the Medium 
while subjected to the influence of Spirits. 

Whiskey, rum, gin, brandy, or hollands? 

Those who wish to see a female under the 
influence of spirits have a peculiar taste ; but 
if they must indulge it, they had better per- 
ambulate the neighborhood of Seven Dials on 
a Saturday night, than go and pay their 
money to see that which, if worth seeing, is 
worth no more, and may be seen gratis in any 
disreputable part of town. 

There is reason to believe that those who 
consult the Spirit Rappers do not, for the 
most part, do so in the hope of detecting the 
trick, out with 44 serious” if not 44 enlightened 
minds,” impressed with a belief in their pro- 
fessions. lor the gratification of minds thus 
serious and enlightened, we may expect, as 
above hinted, to have, in a little time, per- 
formances and exhibitions of real sorcery and 
genuine witchcraft openly advertised amongst 
the public amusements ; and perhaps a theatre 
will be established whereat an actual Zamkl 
will come on in Der Freischutz ; apparitions 
of authentic fiends will ascend in Macbeth, md 
Dr. Faustus will positively raise the devil. 


Supernatural Amusement. — Spirit-Rapping 
is Performed Nightly at the Pig-and- Whittle 
Harmonic Meeting, after each of the Songs and 
Glees, by Persons under the IrJUunce of 
Spirits ! ! 
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SprEir-IUppnfO. — Gents knocking at the dif- 
ferent doors as they go home late at night. 


A G e n ui ne Stock. — We have all of us heard 
of a “ Son of a Gun,” but the “ Son of a Pistol* 
mast be a new branoh of the family tree from 
which the stocks of fire-arms are descended ; and 
yet, traoing the pedigree of one of Colt’s re- 
volvers, it stands (and, if need be, fires) to rea- 
son that a genuine Colt must be the son of a 
Aorse-pistoL 

Thbee Things a Woman cannot do. — To pass 
a bonnet-shop without stopping — to see a baby 
without kissing it — and to admire a piece of lace 
without inquiring “ how much it was per yard ? ’ ’ 


WHAT THE AUSTRIANS DO WITH BIRDS 

WHICH CAN 8INO AND WON’T SING. 

Ye learned dilettanti , who, in the Opera pit, . 

On contralti and soprani in awful judgment sit ; 

Who tell us if a basso, contra basso, or ienore 

May lawfully excite our wrath, or simply a 
furore ; „ 

If you would keep your green-rooms free from 
petty feuds and jars, 

And, as Medea used, control your contumacious 
Stars, 

I rede you, watch the Austrians well, and imitate 
the plan 

They have tried with La Signora Alaimo at Milan. 

We had the lady here, and thought she could n’t 
sing at all ; 

You told us that her “ register” was poor, her 
“compass” small ; 

That her “organ” in its ‘‘lower notes” was 
hoarse, and cracked, and weak ; 

And in its “ upper,” thin and flat — in short, all 
but a squeak : | 

And that, in Verdi’s stunning airs compelled to 
scream and shout, 

Its “ middle notes” for many a day had all been 
quite worn out ; 

But though you wrote these cruel things, yet on 
each Opera night, 

You bore her song in silence with what fortitude 
you might. 

But your true Italian critic, when a singer breaks 
a rule, 

Or can’t “ sustain the D in alt,” is not so calm 
and cool ; 

He thinks each slight offence against the laws of 
tune and time 

Far worse than Austrian tyranny, and treats it 
as a crime : 

And as he cannot write each day some withering 
critique, 

He vents his spleen in many a groan, and shrug, 
and stamp, and shriek, 


And howls the offending singer down, with a seal 
and energy. 

Which, rightly used, might long ’ere this have 
set his country free. 

So that when within La Scala’s walls this hapless 
lady came, 

The first few feeble notes she breathed stirred up 
a fearful flame : 

“ Ah, scelerata ! ” shrieked the Pit. ** Ah, tra- 
ditrice ! ” cried 

The Boxes, as her piteous gave she turned from 
side to side ; 

“ Civetta sventurata! ” “ Pavonessa maladeU 
ta /” 

Were the mildest of the civil terms with which 
her audience met her, 

Till wearied out, and choked with tears of shame, 
and fear, and rage, 

The poor Signora turned at last, and bolted from 
the stage. 

Perhaps, you think, her exit brought her troubles 
to a close : . . , 

Not so ! The Austrian rulers put the finish to 
her woes ; 

For, knowing that the people must have some- 
thing to abuse, 

A singer so unpopular exactly met their views ; 

They hoped, that in the general seal her errors 
to condemn, 

The Milanese would for a time, perchance, lose 
sight of them ; 

So, saying that her contract had deprived her of 
the right . , , 

To quit the stage, they lodged her in the guard- 
house for the night. 

Next day before the Governor their prisoner they 

(Just as, in La Gazsa Ladra, the soldiers place 
Annette), , . 

And that functionary orders, to her infinite sur- 
prise, 

That in La Scala’s playbill she shall first apolo- 

gi ze : , ... 

(So that really there as well as here, the playbill, 
day by day, 

Must be growing more dramatic and amusing 
than the play) 

And then upon its boards once more confront the 
hostile pit, , . , _ . - 

And take the censure critics think for her ox- 
fences fit. 

Oh, Italy ! the fairest and the saddest nook of 
earth ! . . * 

Thy lot, though oft we grieve for it, must often 
move our mirth ; . 

And surely it is passing strange that, in a lanu 
so long . , . 

The chosen nursery and home of musio and oi 

A singer quite unqualified to please the public 

Should Tight by night upon the stage be driven 
to appear, , 

And that her audience, though it tries with sneer, 
and jeer, and scoff, . . 

To mark its hatred of her song, can never ms 
her off. 
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From the Edinburgh Review. 

1. Life of R. Walker , Perpetual Curate of 

Seathvoaite. By the Rev. R. Parkinson, 

B. D., Principal of St. Bees College. 

London: 1843. 

2. Reports of the Commissioners on Educa- 

tion in Wales . London : 1847. 

3. Wales. By Sir Thomas Phillips. Lon- 

don : 1849. 

4 . Report of the Society for providing addi- 

tional Clergymen in the Diocese of Llan - 

dojf. London : 1852. 

In the liveliest and most graphic of all his- 
tories, there are few passages more lively or 
more graphic than that in which our great 
historian sketches the condition of the clergy 
between the Restoration and the Revolution. 
Nor is there any other portion of his work 
which has subjected Mr. Macaulay to more 
angry criticism. He has been accused of ex- 
aggeration and of caricature ; of mistaking the 
exceptions for the rule ; of making satirical 
lampoons the basis of historical statements ; 
and even of intentionally misrepresenting the 
evidence which he cites, out of a desire to 
degrade the clerical order. His assailants, 
before they disputed the accuracy of his pic- 
ture, and even denied the possibility of such 
a state of things os that which he portrays, 
would have done more wisely if they had ex- 
amined, not only the records of the past, but 
the facts of the present. Instead of forming 
their conclusions from what they saw around 
them in the wealthier districts of southern 
or central England, they should have made 
acquaintance with the mountain solitudes of 
Wales, or the wild moorlands of Cumberland. 
There they would have found even yet existing 
not a few specimens of a clergy whose cir- 
cumstances and position a few years ago 
might be accurately represented in the very 
words of that celebrated description to which 
we have referred. 

“ The Anglican priesthood,* * says Mr. Macau- 
lay, “ was divided into two sections, which, in 
acquirements, in manners, and in social posi- 
tion, differed widely from each other. One 
section, trained for cities and courts, com- 
prised men familiar with all ancient and mod- 
ern learning . . . men of address, politeness, and 
knowledge of the world ; men with whom 
Halifax loved to discuss the interests of em- 
pires, and from whom Dryden was not 
ashamed to own that he had learned to write. 
The other section . . . was dispersed over the 
oountry, and consisted chiefly of persons not 
at all wealthier, and not much more refined, 


than small farmers or upper servants .... The 
clergy [in these rural districts] were regarded 
as a plebeian class. A waiting woman was 
generally considered as the most suitable 
helpmate for a parson .... Not one livipg in 
fifty enabled the incumbent to bring up a 
family comfortably .... It was a white day on 
which he was admitted into the kitchen of a 
great house, and regaled by the servants with 
cold meat and ale. His children were brought 
up like the children of the neighboring peas- 
antry. His boys followed the plough, and 
his girls went out to service.” We have only 
to change tho verbs in this passage from the 
past tense into the present, and it will be a 
faithful representation, not of the Anglican 
priesthood in the last half of the seventeenth 
century, but of the Cambrian and Cumbrian 
clergy during the first quarter of the nine- 
teenth century, and of no inconsiderable 
number at the present time. 

A description, then, of the habits and 
manners, the education and social position, 
of these mountain clergy is not uninteresting 
to the historian. Yet, if that description 
could serve no other end than to gratify his- 
torical curiosity, we should never have under- 
taken it ; for it is far more painful than it is 
curious, to witness any case of failure in one 
of the greatest and most beneficent of our 
national institutions — the Parochial System 
of the Church ; and we cannot investigate 
the condition of our mountain districts with- 
out perceiving that such a failure has, at 
least partially, occurred. Under these cir- 
cumstances, no mere curiosity would lead us 
to probe the wounds of the Church. If, in- 
deed, the evils which we lament were incura- 
ble, we should veil them from the light in 
reverential silence. Nay, if we saw no sign 
of amendment, we might abstain, in hopeless 
discouragement, from suggesting remediee 
where there was no wish for cure. But the 
case is far otherwise. Many of the worst 
abuses are already rooted out ; others are 
much abated. A description which would, 
fifty years ago, have suited almost the whole 
of Wales, and many counties in the north of 
England, must now be limited to the most 
impoverished districts of the former, and the 
wildest regions of the latter. The realms of 
clerical neglect are shrinking before the ad- 
vance of civilization and the efforts of consci- 
entious men. Yet this improvement may bo 
rendered more rapid, and these reformers may 
be aided, by cooperation from without. Such. 
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cooperation can only be expected from an en- 
lightened public opinion ; and public opinion 
requires a fuller knowledge of the facts for its 
enlightenment. It is in the hope of contrib- 
uting to this knowledge that we enter upon 
the subject. 

We have said that Mr. Macaulay’s account 
of the Rural Clergy of the reign of Charles 
U. would apply almost verbatim to the Moun- 
tain Clergy of the present century. We may 
add that this condition of things originates in 
the same cause which he assigns for it ; name- 
ly, the inadequacy of the parochial endow- 
ments. But here we must guard against 
misconception. Let it not for a moment be 
supposed that we consider poverty a degrada- 
tion to the preacher of the Gospel. God 
forbid that wealth should be necessary to the 
ministry of a religion which made the poor of 
this world rich in faith — a religion whose 
apostles were Galilean fishermen. A clergy 
may be very ill-endowed, and yet, by a judi- 
cious system of organization and discipline, 
and by a proper provision for its education, 
it may command not only the love of the 
poor, but the respect of the rich. The effi- 
ciency of the Scotch establishment during the 
last century and a half is a decisive proof of 
this. But if we have a clergy taken from 
the poorer classes of society, and left in indi- 
gence, without education, without superin- 
tendence, without organization, and without 
discipline, then it will inevitably become de- 
spised and despicable. Not that a priesthood 
of vulgar paupers is in reality more contempt- 
ible than a hierarchy of well-bred Sybarites ; 
for, in the sight of God, Leo X. was perhaps 
more despicable than Tctzel ; but that the 
cultivated Epicurean will be able to veil his 
faults under a more decent disguise. The 
careless and undevout members of an unedu- 
cated peasant clergy will retain the low tastes 
and coarse vices of the class from which they 
sprang ; and the zealous (who at the best 
must be a minority) will disgust their more 
Intelligent parishioners by an illiterate fanati- 
cism. These may be followed by the igno- 
rant, but will be ridiculed by the educated ; 
those will be deservedly despised by rich and 
poor alike. When men, who are appointed by 
the State to be the religious guides and exam- 
pies of the people, thus forfeit both the re- 
spect of the wise and the esteem of the good, 
the object of their mission is defeated. 

■But, before we proceed, we ought to notice 
the objection which will be made to our viewB 


by some good men, whose disgust has been 
excited by the Mammon- worship too often 
seen in a rich establishment, and w r ho fancy 
that they might get rid of worldly clergymen 
if they could get rid of wealthy endowments. 
Those who imagine this forget that poverty 
does not secure zeal, and that fasting must be 
voluntary to foster self-denial. Poor bene- 
fices are as great .a temptation to the peasant 
as rich bishoprics to the peer. Secular mo- 
tives are not excluded by small emoluments, 
but only brought to bear upon a lower class. 
If we could expect that the ministers of the 
Gospel would be all, or most of them, men 
of apostolic life and apostolic wisdom, their 
apostolic poverty would relieve them from 
many trammels ; and their lowly origin, while 
it enabled them better to sympathize with 
the humblest, would command the reverence 
of every rank ; for no real vulgarity can 
exist in him who is the devoted servant of 
God. Lancashire, omongBt all her worthies, 
boasts none worthier than the poor and igno- 
rant Walker of Seath waite. But such men 
are necessarily exceptional. In regulating a 
great national institution, we must consider 
the effect of circumstances, not upon apos- 
tolic individuals, but upon the multitude ; we 
must deal with men as they are, not as they 
ought to be. If no man were to be admitted 
to the ministry who had not the spirit of a 
Paul or a Bernard, a Xavier or a Wesley, we 
must give up established churches and paro- 
chial systems altogether. No human regula- 
tions can raise the general mass of any great 
profession above the weaknesses of ordinary 
humanity ; but a wise machinery may, never- 
theless, create a body of parochial ministers, 
who, though foiling below the ideal standard^ 
may confer a thousand blessings on the 
nation. 

We repeat, then, that poverty, though in a 
Church perfectly organized and provided with 
all requisite machinery, it would not necessa- 
rily degrade the clergy, yet has been, under 
our existing system, an actual cause of their 
degradation. In mountain countries, the 
produce of the land, and consequently the 
value of the tithe, must always be smaller 
than in more fertile districts. But this neces- 
sary poverty has, both in England and Wales, 
been much increased by spoliation. In the 
middle ages the tithes of many parishes were 
alienated to monastic bodies ; and when the 
monasteries were suppressed, the tithes, instead 
of reverting, as they should have done, to the 
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parochial clergy, were granted by the Crown to 
other parties. It is strange, that the Church 
was most robbed in the very localities where 
it was originally poorest. The tithes thus 
alienated from the parochial clergy amount in 
the diocese of Bangor to a third of the whole ; 
in St. Asaph and Llandaff to half ; and in St. 
David's (which has been most despoiled), to 
four sevenths of the whole. In the diocese of 
Carlisle,* four parishes out of five (199 out 
of 249) have been stripped of more than half 
their tithes, and 154 stripped of the whole. 
In Durham, 147 parishes out of 260 have 
been entirely deprived of tithes, f In Wales 
there are 282 benefices in which the clergy- 
man's annual income is below 100/., and 527 
benefices in which it is below 150/. In the 
diocese of St. David's, the number of livings 
below 150/. is 290 out of 419, or about three 
in every four ; and 1G7 of these are below 
100/. In Durham, 62 livings out of 260 are 
below 150/. In Carlisle, which is the poorest 
of all, out of 249 livings 151 are below 150/., 
and 95 (nearly half) are below 100/. 

But the actual poverty of the clergy in these 
districts has been even greater than that 
which the above statistics would lead us to 
suppose. For, till very recently, it was the 
practice to accumulate the richer benefices 
in a few favored hands, and to leave only the 
refuse for distribution among the mass of the 
clergy. The bishops of half a century ago 
seem to have been absolutely without a con- 
science in the disposal of their preferment. 
Their best livings and stalls were usually be- 
stowed in leashes upon their sons or nephews ; 
and when these were satisfied, the benefices 
next in value were similarly strung together 
in favor of some Episcopal chaplain or college 
friend. Sir T. Phillips gives the following 
examples of such abuses, selected from the 
First Report of the Ecclesiastical Commis- 
sioners, which was published twenty years 
ago. At that time, a single ecclesiastic held 
the following preferment; in the diocese of 
St. David's throe rectories, including five par- 
ishes ; in the diocese of Gloster one rectory, 
including three parishes ; in the diocese of 
Bristol one prebendal stall. Another indi- 
vidual held two rectories in St. David’s, a 
prebend of St. David’s, tw'o perpetual cura- 
cies in St. David’s, an arohaeaoonry in St. 
David '8, and a prebend of Brecon. Another 
held a rectory in Bangor, a perpetual curacy 
in Winchester, and two vicarages in St. Da- 
vid’s. Another held a stall in St. David's, 
the chancellorship of St. Paul’s in London, a 
rectory in Durham, and a perpetual curacy 

* Wo inolude in the diocese of Carlisle the por- 
tions of Lancashire and Westmoreland prospect- 
ively transferred to it by Act of Parliament. 

f In Durham, however, many of those perpet- 
nal curacies are sufficiently endowed from other 
souroes, though they have lost their tithes. 


in Durham. Another held a stall in St. 
David's, a rectory in Salisbury, a stall at 
Wells, and a rectory in Winchester. Another 
held a rectory in St. Asaph’s, a rectory in 
Durham, a second rectory in St. Asaph’s, a 
vicarage in Durham, and a stall at Norwich, 
and his income from these five preferments 
amounted to 4000/. a year. * 

We ought not, however, to mention these 
abuses without stating that they belong to the 
past, and are rendered impossible for the fu- 
ture, not only by the higher sense of duty 
which animates the dispensers of ecclesiasti- 
cal patronage, but also by an Act of Parlia- 
ment against pluralities, which was passed in 
the present reign, with the unanimous con- 
currence of the Episcopal bench. Neverthe- 
less, the consequences of these past transgres- 
sions still exist ; the law must respect vested 
interests ; and the pi uralists created by a less 
conscientious age will cumber the ground for 
a few years longer.f 

Theso pluralities probably reduced the aver- 
age income of the Welsh clergy in the poorer 
countries, twenty years ago, to below 100/. a 
year. In the English mountains, as we have 
seen, it is still not much higher than this. 
Now it is plain that no parent whose means 
enable him to give his son a liberal education, 
will educate him for a profession in which his 
probable income would be (at the best) under 
200/. a year. The cost of an English Uni- 
versity education, including school as well as 
college, ranges between 1000/. and 3000/. ; 
1500/. may be considered n moderate esti- 
mate. But a parent would clearly be making 
a bad investment for his son, if he sank 1500L 
for him in a way which only produced a life 
income of 150/., charged with the condition 
of performing certain professional duties. In 
fact, he might purchase a life annuity charged 
with no conditions at all, on better terms.}: 

* For other gross oases, soe Phillips, p. 214- 
217. Canon Williams of St. Asaph, in a visita- 
tion sermon recently published, gives the follow- 
ing aoconnt of the former state of things in that 
diocese. “ The best preferments were notoriously 
givon with reference to some political or family 
influence. Even within my own recollection of 
many parts of this diooose, clerioal non-rosidence 
appearod to be the rule, and residence the com- 
paratively rare exception. The spiritual care of 
the parishioners was entrusted to curates, engaged 
at stipends disgracefully low. Even in their ease, 
residonoe was not invariably onforoed, and they 
often travelled several miles to perform their Sun- 
day duty. On week days the interoourse between 
the pastor and his flock was in great measure sus- 
pended Nor was it always considered 

neoessary to proooh even a single sermon on Sun- 
days.” 

f Out of 56 parishes, in the North of Pembroke- 
shire, 33 were still without a resident clergyman 
in 1847. Seo Eduo. Com. Rep. i. p. 24. 

% It is no answer to this to say, that English 
gentlemen of the highest ednoation are daily or- 
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Hence it follows, that the parochial clergy of 
districts so ill endowed as those we have de- 
scribed, must be mainly drawn from classes 
below the gentry. And, in point of fact, we 
find that they are, with few exceptions, the 
sons of farmers or small tradesmen, who do 
not differ in habits or education from their 
parents, brothers, and cousins. 

But it must be remembered, that amongst 
this rustic hierarchy are to be found, scat- 
tered here and there, some clergymen of rank 
and fortune, some of professional eminence, 
some of European reputation. So groundless 
is that cavil which accuses Mr. Macaulay of 
inconsistency in representing two orders of 
men so widely different from each other as 
existing side Dy side in the same profession. 
The very difference which he describes may 
be still seen in the regions of which we write. 
Thus, while the diocese of Carlisle was 
adorned by the science and piety of Dean Mil- 
ner, and the acute logic of Archdeacon Paley, 
the moss of the inferior clergy were, in man- 
ners and acquirements, scarcely raised above 
the Cumbrian peasantry; and even now, 
within sight of those cathedrals which we 
associate with the names of Copleston and 
Thirlwall, indigenous pastors are to be found 
who cannot speak English grammatically, and 
who frequent the rural tavern in company 
with the neighboring farmers. 

It is this hitter class of clergy which forms 
our present subject. Their numbers may be 
roughly estimated at between 700 and 800 in 
Wales*, and about 200 in the north of Eng- 

dained to curacies of loss value than this ; because 
their curacies are only tho first stop in their pro- 
fessional life, just as an ensignoy is the first step 
in a military career. 

* Wo havo ascertained that out of 100 clergymen 
in the diocese of Bangor, taken at random, in 
November, 1852, there were — sons of olergymen, 
29 ; sons of other gentlemen, 30 ; sons of farmers 
or tradesmen, 41. That is, two fifths are the sons 
of farmers or tradesmen. Wo believe the propor- 
tion in St. Asaph is about the same. Nowin 1852 
tho ro were (including curates) in tho diocese of 
Bangor 169 clergy, and in the diocese of St. Asaph 
221 clorgy. lienoe, two fifths of these, or about 
150 of the North Welsh clergy, are the sons of tho 
lower classes. But, probably, a third of this num- 
ber have received an Oxonian education, as servi- 
tors of Jesus College (a circumstance whioh does 
not exist in South Wales). Hence we may deduct 
50 from the class, as being better educated than 
tho rest, and reckon tho peasant clergy in North 
Wales as 100. In South Wales tho livings below 
150/., and the ouracios, are almost invariably held 
by this class ; and mauy of tho livings of higher 
value also. So that if wo reckon all the curacies, 
and all the holders of livings below 150/., as be- 
longing to the peasant olergy, we shall still under- 
state their number. Now in LlandalF diocese this 
will make their number 219, and in 8t. David’s 
402. So that we shall have 621 in South Wales, 
and in the whole of Wales their number will 
• amount to 721. 


land.* The features which we havo to notice 
ore strikingly similar in both localities ; but 
we shall speak first and chiefly of that which, 
from its size and quasi-national peculiarities, 
is of most importance — the Principality of 
Wales. 

A friend of ours was consulted, not long 
since, by a shop-keeper in a Welsh provincial 
town, concerning the prospects of his second 
son. “I am thinking, sir,*' said he, “of 
sending him into the Church. His brother 
is a clever lad, and takes well to the business, 
but I can’t make anything of this one. I 
thought to set him up in trade, but he hasn't 
the head for it. But I fancy, sir, he might 
soon learn enough to be olrdained.” But 
notwithstanding some recruits of this kind 
from the commercial interest, the chief sup- 
ply of clergy is derived from the farming class ; 
probably because the shopkeepers, by pushing 
their children in trade, can give them a bet- 
ter provision than the Church would offer. 
The general character of the small farmers 
amongj tho Welsh mountains has been indi- 
cated in the Reports of the Educational Com- 
missioners. They arc there described as ig- 
norant and addicted to intemperance ; and 
their households are said not unfrequently to 
exhibit scones of the coarsest immorality. f 
In such a home the future pastor may receive 
the moral training of his childhood, and im- 
bibe his earliest views of life ; those views 
which abide by us to our latest hour. In 
very many cases his father is a dissenter ; but 
that does not prevent him from bringing up 
one of his sons to be a clergyman — for it is 
his duty to provide for his family — and a 
mountain living, though but a poor mainten- 
ance, may be rather better than a mountain 
farm. 

Let us suppose, then, that thirty years ago, 
David Jenkins, a small farmer in Brecknock- 
shire, resolved to bring up his son Evan for 
the Church ; and let us attempt to follow the 
lad through his subsequent course, educational 
and ministerial, till he obtained a benefice. 
Younjj Evan acquired the art of reading at 
the Sunday school attached to the nearest 
meeting-house. In due time he learnt what 
was called English (which, however, he was 

* We have 151 livings in Carlisle below 150/., 
most of whioh are not above 70/. or 80/. ; adding 
to these 30 curates, wo have 181. In the adja- 
cent hills of Durham and Ripon dioceses there 
may bo about 60 more of the same class. So that 
in all thoy may amount to 260. In other parte of 
England, livings of 120/. a year would be held by 
gentlemen of private fortune, who take suoh small 
preferment from a love for the work ; but this is 
seldom the case in the Northorn hills. We may, 
however, suppose somo slight doduction from the 
above 260, on this seoro. 

f See Kd. Com. Rep. i. p. 21, and Rep. iii. p. 
61, and p. 334. 
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never taught to translate into bis vernacular 
tongue*) at some day school in the neighbor- 
hoed. At length the time arrived when he 
must he sent to a grammar school. Such 
schools were scattered over the wildest 
portions of the Principality, by the benevo- 
lence of former ages ; and thoftgh they have 
suffered much from the negligence of trustees, 
and have many of them sunk into a state of 
shameful inefficiency, still they continue in 
most cases to exist. In those days the College 
of Lampeter was not in existence, and these 
grammar schools formed the chief places 
of education for the clergy, some of them 
boing specially licensed for that purpose. 
The pupils of these, when they had completed 
the prescribed course, were by a singular 
misnomer called literates . In such a semi- 
nary Evan learnt to talk broken English, and 
perhaps to construe Caesar. There too he 
gained the power of stumbling through a 
chapter of his Greek Testament, and was 
crammed with such a store of theology as 
satisfied the easy requirements of a Welsh 
examining chaplain. He was now qualified 
to enter holy orders. But one indispensable 
condition must first be satisfied ; he must ob- 
tain a title; that is, he must be nominated 
to a curacy by some incumbent. In the days 
of which we speak, the demand for such titles 
exceeded the supply. And in order to obtain 
this passport to their profession, the young 
candidates for ordination were willing to 
undertake curacies for the smallest possible 
salary. But here the law interposed ; for it 
enacts that no curate shall receive less than a 
certain stipend, fixed according to the popu- 
lation ana value of the benefice ; and lest 
any evasion should be practised, both incum- 
bent and curate are required to make and 
sign a solemn declaration to the bishop, that 
the former intends bona fide to pay, and the 
latter to receive, the whole amount of salary 
specified. We grieve to say that this declara- 
tion, when made by Welsh curates and in- 
cumbents, was too often deliberately false. 
We have heard of instances in which the 
curate agreed to serve for a salary of 5/., 
while he solemnly affirmed in his declaration 
that he intended bona fide to receive 50/. 
Nay, such was the state of morality amongst 
this doss of clergy, that these frauds were 
nnblusliingly avowed, and treated as 
matters of course. We will hope, however, 
that Evan Jenkins escaped this snare, and 
Obtained holy orders without resorting to 
fraudulent pretences. He was engaged (we 
may suppose) at the lowest legal salary by 
one of the non-resident pluralist® whom we 
have before mentioned, to feed the few poor 
sheep who were left by their shepherd in the 
wilderness. In this employment the follow- 

* See Educational Reports, passim. 


ing years of his life were spent. Being a 
young and healthy man, he contrived in a 
short time to combine the charge of two 
neighboring parishes with his own. Thus 
he had every Sunday to serve three churches, 
each divided from the others by a distance of 
seven or eight miles, over mountain roads. 
By the aid of an active pony, a rapid elocu- 
tion, and sermons reduced to the minimum 
of length, he contrived to get through his 
Sunday work with great credit ; for two 
services in a country church were then un- 
heard of. On the week days he was not 
much troubled with clerical duties, for the 
population were dissenters, and did not re- 
uire his visits. Thus he had leisure for 
shing and coursing, by which he added an 
occasional dish of broiled trout or jugged 
hare* to his simple fare. Meanwhile he was 
earning, by liis plurality of curacies, a collect- 
ive income of 70/. or 80/. a-year, much more 
easily than his brother, who now cultivated 
the paternal farm. On the strength of this 
wealth, he married the daughter of a farmer 
in his parish. His bride’s sister was lady's 
maid in the house of a neighboring baronet ; 
and he thought that this connection might 
gain him powerful patronage, and help him to 
preferment. If his calculations proved correct, 
and fortune favored him, he perhaps obtained, 
by this influential intercession, a benefice of 
140/. per annum, just as the olive-branches 
were beginning to grow so thickly round his 
table as to throw rather a gloomy shadow 
over the frugal board. 

The manner in which livings were obtained 
in those times is illustrated by the following 
narrative of a case which actually occurred 
in the diocese of St. David’s during the last 
generation. We give the story (with the 
exception, of course, of the names) os it was 
told by the son of its hero. The Rev. David 
Jones was a curate in Cardiganshire, and bad 
long watched the failing health of his neigh- 
bor, the Vicar of Dim Saesoneg. At length 
he received the news of his friend’s decease, 
of which he had secured the earliest intelli- 
gence. No time was to be lost. His* pony 
was instantly saddled, and off he rode by the 
shortest cut over the mountains to Abergwili, 
the residence of the bishop. The distance 
was fifty miles, half bog, naif torrent; but 
hope lent wings to David, and soon he was in 
sight of the palace chimneys. Suddenly a 
cold pang shoots through his heart ! He hat 
forgotten his credentials ! He hod obtained, 
only & week before, a letter of recommenda- 
tion to the bishop &om an influential member 
of the squirearchy. And this letter he hat 
left at home in the pocket of a week-day gar- 

* There was a clergyman of this olass in Glamor- 
ganshire, who used exery season to lay in a stook 
of hares, whieh he salted down for consumption 
during the remainder of the year. 
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ment. What is to be done ? It is useless to 
attack the bishop without the letter. He 
must return for it at all hazards. Luckily he 
hab a cousin who keeps a country inn not far 
from Abergwili. There he borrows a fresh 
horse, and pushes back with all speed. It is 
a moonlight night, so that he can follow the 
mountain track without difficulty ; and before 
dawn he astonishes Mrs. Jones by his un- 
looked-for appearance beside the nuptial couch. 
But he vanishes from her sight again like a 
vision ; he has found the precious letter, and 
buttoning his coat tightly over it, be hurries 
to the house of a friendly neighbor, who lends 
him another steed. While it is being caught 
and saddled, he snatches a hasty breakfast, 
and then is off again to Abergwili. Faint and 
saddle-sore he felt (so he told our informant) 
when once more he came in sight of the 
palace. Nevertheless, he tarried not for re- 
freshment, but hastened on to the episcopal 
mansion. Tremblingly he rang the sonorous 
bell at the entrance, and when the door was 
flung open by the purple footman , in the ex- 
citement of the moment he accosted him as 
“My Lord.” The servant was not discon- 
certed, being quite accustomed to such titular 
elevation, lie showed Mr. Jones quietly into 
the library, where the bishop soon after made 
his appearance, and inquired, with an air of 
bland dignity, into the business of his visitor. 
The matter was soon explained, the squire’s 
letter produced, and the bishop (having re- 
ceived no prior application) bestowed the 
desired preferment on the enraptured curate. 
In the highest elation, David retired to his 
inn, when whom should he meet in the stable 
yard, but his neighbor Thomas Williams, 
who filled the next curacy to his own. At 
Bight of Jones’ joyous countenance, a deadly 
paleness overspread the face of Williams. He 
felt that he was too late. But hope is tena- 
cious, and ho refused to believe in nis rival’s 
success, till he had himself seen the bishop. 
He rushed to the palace, and was admitted to 
an audience ; but it was only to receive a 
confirmation of the unwelcome intelligence, 
with the additional mortification of an epis- 
copal rebuke. “ Sir,” said the prelate, “ Mr. 
JCnes was obliged to ride a hundred and fifty 
miles to obtain this living ; had you possessed 
his energy, you might have been here long 
before him, and secured the preferment for 
yourself.” 

Such was the disposal of Church patronage/ 

* This subject of patronage reminds us of a 
Story which was told by the late Bishop Jenkinson 
of St. David’s. He had received a request from a 
■Radnorshire squire to bestow a vacant living on a 

certain curate. The bishop consented, and being 
In London at the time, wrote to the curate, prom- 
ising him the living, and desiring him “ to oome 
up to town” for institution. The curato replied 
vory gratefully, and expressed his desire to obey 


such the education and character of incum- 
bents through great part of Wales, twenty 
ears ago. Since then much improvement 
as taken place, of which we shall presently 
speak ; ana the junior members of the pro- 
fession have t been, in some respects, trained 
under happier auspices. But the older clergy 
were formed under the circumstances which 
we have described, and still retain the im- 
press stamped upon them in their youth. 
And the extraction and social position of the 
Welsh clergy as a body still remains the same 
throughout the poorer districts. The dis- 
tinctive features which we are attempting to 
portray, are to be found most fUUy developed 
m the region of which Cardigan is the centre, 
and which comprehends also the counties of 
Brecknock and Carmarthen, with the sonth 
of Merioneth, the west of Montgomery and 
Radnorshire, and the north of Pembroke ; 
less strongly in Glamorgan. In the northern 
parts of Wales, as we have beforo stated, the 
Church has been less despoiled of its parochial 
endowments, and a majority of the clergy 
have received a university education ; so that 
our description will not, without much limita- 
tion, apply to the northern counties, nor to 
the southern portion of Glamorgan and Pem- 
broke, or the south-eastern part of Radnor- 
shire. 

The injurious effect produced on the useful- 
ness of the clergy, by the low position which 
they hold in society, would surprise those 
who argue that worldly rank and station un- 
fits a man for the office of an evangelist, and 
who imagine that his influence over the poor 
will be increased by his separation from the 
rich. We find, on the contrary, that where 
the manners and education of the clergyman 
are decidedly inferior to those of the upper 
classes, the lower soon lose the respect due to 
his office. As an illustration of our meaning, 
we will relate a scene which occurred not 
long ago in one of the counties which we have 
just enumerated. A friend of ours who had 
inherited an estate there went to reside upon 
his property, and when Sunday came, he of 
course attended bis parish church. Out of 
respect for their new landlord, most of his 
tenantry (though they were all dissenters) 
came to church also ; so that a congregation 
of unusual size was collected. After service 
the young squire waited in the churchyard, 
surrounded by a knot of curious observers, tiH 
the vicar came out ; and then, respoctfally 
accosting him, hoped that he would give him 
the pleasure of staying to partake of an early 
dinner at the hall, instead of returning to his 
own residence, which was at a distance. The 

his lordship’s directions instantly, “ but, for me,” 
he added, “ I know not to what town your lord- 
ship alludes.” * ** Going to town,” in his habitual 
phraseology, meant the markot town he was in the 
habit of visiting. 
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clergyman looked exceedingly embarrassed, 
coloring and hesitating very muoh, till the 
awkward silence was broken by one of the 
farmers present, who stepped forward as 
spokesman for the congregation, and said — 
“ lie is shy, master ; he is shy. He does not 
know what to answer you. He should not 
like to dine at your table. He be not fit com- 
pany for you. If you shall let him have some 
refreshment in your kitchen, he shall be glad 
to come.” The squire, exceedingly horrified 
by this blunt explanation (in which the vicar 
entirely acquiesced), continued to urge his 
invitation, and at last prevailed upon the 
clergyman to become his reluctant guest ; but 
the poor man was so obviously miserable dur- 
ing the repast, that the landlord never again 
subjected him to the persecution of a similar 
hospitality. 

Injurious as all this is to the poor, it can 
hardly fail to produce an effect on the gentry. 
Want of respect towards the ministers of re- 
ligion may extend to religion itself, and that, 
too, the more easily as attendance at church 
is rendered irksome by the services being per- 
formed in a language either very imperfectly 
or not at all understood by the higher classes, 
and generally in a tone and manner peculiarly 
distasteful to them. This may in some meas- 
ure account for the statements made by the 
Government Inspectors, concerning the indif- 
ference frequently shown by the landowners 
in these parts of Wales for the improvement 


and instruction of the populatio 
Nor is this the only way in which their 
low position acts injuriously upon the clergy. 
We do not agree with Hurke, that “vice 
loses half its evil by losing all its coarseness 
but it is true that refinement of mind and 
manners tends to suppress some vices, by sup- 
pressing their manifestation. A well-bred 
man is ashamed to give utterance to “ those 
ooarse, bad thoughts” of envy, hatred, and 
malice, which, among the rude and unculti- 
vated, find vent in outspoken Billingsgate. 
If one gentleman has outstripped another in 
the chase of some object of ambition, the un- 
successful candidate (whatever may be his 
secret feelings) must meet his rival with out- 
ward courtesy. But when two Welsh curates 
have met, after one had obtained a benefice 
which the other sought, we have known in- 
stances of the vanquished assailing the victor 
with the most scurrilous vituperation. When 
we see the pursuit of pecuniary advantage 
In Its eager and undisguised manifestation, 
among these simple children of the soil, we 
eannot help wishing that they had learnt to 
waptt the doctrine of Reserve to their worship 
dM^nmoa. It is true that this cult is not 
confined to any one class of society ; but it is 

• flee Minutes of Oouneil for 1849-60, pp. 194, 

. m 


less revolting to the taste, when disguised 
under a veil of decorum. There is something 
shocking to the feelings in the open gathering 
together of the eagles around tne carcass of 
every defunct incumbent. The crowd of beg- 
ging letters with which the disposers of eccle- 
siastical patronago are overwhelmed, on every 
fresh vacancy, is a painful proof that incom- 
petence does not inspire men with modesty, 
nor rusticity with contentment.* 

But this want of refinement leads to evils 
still more serious than any we have yet men- 
tioned. It exposes the peasant clergy to 
temptations which sometimes betray them 
into scandalous and degrading vice. Spring- 
ing themselves from the lower classes, they 
have not been raised by education above the 
gross and animal tastes of their younger days. 
They are surrounded by friends and relatives 
whose highest enjoyments are found in the 
conviviality of the village alehouse. They 
are out off, by want of cultivation and oppor- 
tunity, from the pursuits of literature ana art. 
What wonder is it, if they have yielded to the 
allurement of more familiar pleasures ? if they 
have sought the only social relaxations which 
were open to them? and if many of them 
have, in consequence, been led to push con- 
viviality into intemperance? Such a result 
from such circumstances is not; surprising, 
however deeply to be deplored. We rejoice 
to know, however, that these scandals are far 
lees frequent than they once were. A drunken 
clergyman, once no unfrequent spectacle, is 
now rarely seen. There are still, however, 
districts to which this improvement has not 
fully reached ; and we fear that it will be long 
before the clerical character recovers from the 
stigma which has been branded on it by the 
vices of former generations. 

As a specimen of the reputation which is 
thus attached to the profession, we may men- 
tion a soene which occurred not long ago, at 
an auction, in a market town of Brecknock- 
shire. A case for holding spirits was one of 
the lots put up. For this there was a keen 
competition between a neighboring squire and 
his vicar. At last the layman gave in, and 
the spirit-case was knocked down to the 
clergyman amidst loud cheers from the by- 
standers, who exclaimed : “ The parson do 
deserve it better than you, squire ; he shall 
make more use of it.” 

All flagrant scandals, however, are gradu- 

* The manoeuvre* of these artless candidates for 
preferment are sometimes amusing from their 
simplicity. For instance, we have heard of a esse 
where a onrate sont a panegyric on his bishop 
anonymously to the county newspaper when a 
living was expected to bo vacant ; and having 
cut out the printed letter, sent it to the bishop as 
soon as the desired preferment had fallen in, with 
a note in manuscript to the effeot that “ this letter 
was written by the Reverend — of .” 
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ally being suppressed by a more conscientious 
public opinion, and by the increased vigilance 
of the ecclesiastical authorities. Those who 
are detected in a state of intoxication run a 
risk of serious punishment. An unfortunate 
sinner of this description was staggering 
homewards from the market town, where he 
had indulged somewhat too freely, when he 
was overtaken by a neighboring incumbent, 
who was the* nephew of an influential digni- 
tary. The rector bestowed a look of disgust 
upon his erring brother, and was riding on, 
when he was stopped by the piteous cries and 
entreaties of the culprit, who implored him to 
believe that it was quite unusual lor him to be 
in his present state, and besought him not to 
expose the accidental frailty. “ Promise me 

not to tell your uncle, Mr. ; promise me 

not to tell your uncle. ” Such offenders are 
now made to feel the terrors of the law. Our 
readers may, perhaps, remember a grotesque 
case of barbarism which was brought by the 
late Bishop Copleston, before the Court of 
Arches. Two clergymen had quarrelled and 
fought over their cups, and one hod actually 
bitten off the other's ear ! The defence set up 
in these cases is sometimes extremely ludi- 
crous. In a recent instance, where a curate 
was accused of habitual intoxication, he 
pleaded that he only entered the public house 
to gain pastoral influence over his parishion- 
ers, and that he never took more than two 
glasses at a time. The latter assertion turned 
out, upon investigation, to be literally true ; 
for there were four public houses in the vil- 
lage, and he took two glasses daily at each. 

It is needless to say that the clerical duties 
ore not likely to be very efficiently discharged 
where such habits are prevalent. The clergy 
there, indeed (as we have before remarked) , 
are not even expected by their parishioners to 
perform those duties of pastoral visitation 
which form the daily task of an English 
clergyman. Their flocks have long since for- 
saken the pastures of the church, and look to 
other shepherds for spiritual food. During 
the interval between Sunday and Sunday, 
their office remains little better than a sine- 
cure. In some, at least, of the districts before 
enumerated, even on Sunday there is seldom 
more than one service, and that is often 
omitted. Thus we read, in the government 
reports, of parish churches where “ Divine 
service is very seldom performed unless there 
are banns to publish” (Rep. ii. p. 131) ; of 
others where “ no service is performed in the 
church during five out of six Sundays, for 
want of a congregation” (Rep. ii. p. 135) ; 
of others where “ the vicar rides by on the 
Sunday afternoon, but seldom has occasion to 
alight and do duty” (ibid.). The vicar will 
naturally be tempted, in such a case, occa- 
sionally to omit his afternoon’s ride alto- 
gether. Thus, we know a parish where, not 


long ago, the service was left unperformed on 
Christmas Day, Good Friday, and Easter 
Sunday, consecutively. These things sound 
shocking ; but perhaps, when sendee does take 
place in such parishes, one is inclined to wish 
that the church had remained unopened. 
Throughout the churches of an extensive 
diocese, especially in districts remote from 
episcopal superintendence and archidiaconal 
visitation, an air of slovenly carelessness, and 
poverty-stricken neglect, pervades the aspect 
of the edifice and the ministrations of the 
officiator. The church is like a barn ; some- 
times with “ large holes in the roof* (Rep. 
ii. p. 132), sometimes with “ the panes of 
the chancel window all out” (Rep. i. p. 
406) ; the floor is of uneven earth, or per- 
haps irregularly covered with broken frag- 
ment of the original pavement ; the pulpit is 
in such a rickety condition that a* preacher 
with much action would soon bring it down al- 
together ; in the chancel, a communion table, 
propped upon three legs, is fenced by worm- 
eaten rails, half of which are broken down ; 
the area below is filled by dilapidated old 
pews, of which nine out of ten are entirely 
empty. A dirty-looking man, in a surplice 
still dirtier than himself, ascends the reading- 
desk, and gabbles through the prayers. A 
ten minutes’ sermon follows, and the brief 
ceremony is complete. We quit the building, 
feeling that the abomination of desolution 
has indeed taken possession of the holy place. 
Nor is its aspect improved on week-days. If 
we entef the churchyard, we find the vicar’s 
horse or cow grazing among the tombstones.* 
The precincts of the sacred building are used 
by the parishioners for purposes quito incom- 
patible with the spirit of sanitary reform ;f 

* See also the “ fioolesiologist” for Deoeinber, 
1852, No. 97. Of Brecknockshire we read : — 41 In 
sorno small churches . . . there is scarcely any 
architectural character of any sort, and the con- 
dition of several of them is quite disgraceful from 
dirt and neglect.” Of Pembrokeshire: — “The 
state of several churches in this county is very 
bod, both from neglect and dilapidation.” Those 
who are interested in the subject of Chureh Archi- 
tecture in Wales will find much valuable informa- 
tion in the article from which these extracts are 
taken (“ On the Churches of Wales”). “Tho writer, 
who gives us the result, as it seems, of personal 
inspection, has classified the ohurohes of any note 
or peculiarity of construction, according to their 
typo, under the several counties in which they are 
found. 

f 44 The churohyard is generally used by the 
poor of the town as a privy, few of them possess- 
ing at home any convenience of that nature” 
(Rep. i., p. 241). Compare the following from 
Arohdeaoon Allen’s report : 44 On drawing my 
companion’s attention to the filth left by the chil- 
dren under the wails of the ohurch, and observing 
to him that he would not permit that sort of pol- 
lution under his parlor window, he replied, 4 Aay, 
nor under my kitchen window neither.' ” — Minutes 
of Council for 1845. 
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for the Persian imprecation, “ May the graves 
of your ancestors be defiled ,” would have no 
superstitious terror for the villagers of Wales. 
We turn in disgust from these pollutions, and 
seek shelter within the church, the door of 
which stands invitingly open. To our sur- 
prise, it is half-filled with a set of disorderly 
and irreverent children, who are dispersed 
throughout tho pews. After some minutes of 
perplexity, we disoover that these urchins 
constitute the parish school, and that the old 
Welshman who sits within the communion 
rails is pretending to teach them English. 
The communion table serves for the master’s 
desk, and is sometimes removed to another 
part of the church, to suit his convenience.* 
The font, also, is made useful ; being filled 
with “ bits of candle, slates, and fragments of 
books.* ’f On seeing a visitor, the old peda- 
gogue calls up his first class, and desires them 
to say their catechism, which is undoubtedly 
a good exercise of memory, since they do not 
understand a word of English, the language 
in which they learn it. Or perhaps he gives 
them a portion of the Bible to read, in which 
case it will be cruel if the visitor insists upon 
choosing the chapter ; for the poor children 
can only rood one, which is always selected 
by the master when they are called upon to 
exhibit. 

Perhaps, however, it may be thought that 
the keeping of the parish school within ’the 
walls of the church is, at any rate, a sign that 
the incumbent takes an interest in the educa- 
tion of his parishioners. We rejoice to know 
that there are many who do so, and that the 
number is daily increasing, as we shall 
presently show. But we may be very sure 
that no Buch interest is taken where there 
prevails indecency and irreverence like that 
which we have just described. It is possible 
that a parish may be so impoverished, and the 
landowners so careless of their duty, as to 
render the erection of a proper school-room 
impossible; but, even in such a case, a good 
clergyman will find means of personally 
superintending the teaching of the young, the 
only portion of his fiock which his dissenting 
^arishionors will now entrust to hi£ care. 


* “ The school was held in the charoh, and the 
children were dispersed throughout the pews. 
They behaved themselves in a most disorderly 
manner ; one of them was singing a tune during 
the whole time I was there” (Rep. i., p. 270; see 
also pp. 410, 444). Again: “ A portion of the 
church is, in Radnorshire, the most common place 
for school-keeping” (Allen's Report in Minutes 
of Council for 184$). The above extracts refer to 
South Wales, but the same practioe prevails in 
some parts of North Wales also. (See Rep. iii. , 
p. 6.) 

f See Allen’s Report, quoted above. Tho Com- 
munion table is not always used as the master’s 
desk ; sometimes he prefers boards laid across the 
bier. (Rep. iii., p. 0.) 
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How far the Welsh clergy have been, till very 
recently, from fulfilling their duty in this 
respect, is but too clearly shown by the 
reports of the educational commissioners. 
For there wo learn that a large proportion of 
the day schools nominally connected with the 
Church throughout Wales, were,. up to the 
year 1847, never visited by the clergy at all ;* 
and that even in those which they occasionally 
visited, they very seldom gave any systematic 
instruction. The consequence was, that the 
religious teaching being left to ignorant and 
untrained schoolmasters, degenerated into a 
mere sham ; and the scholars were only saved 
from a state of heathen ignorance by attend- 
ing the Sunday schools of the Dissenters.f 
No doubt there were many exceptions to this 
rule in the more civilized portions of the 
principality ;J and the advance made during 
the last five years has been great ; but this 
improvement has not, we fear, very deeply 
penetrated those ruder districts which form 
the main subject of our present sketch. 

The description which we have thus at- 
tempted of the peasant clergy in Wales would 
serve eaually for their brethren in the moun- 
tains or England. These peculiarities have 
been created, not by any inherent tendencies 
of race, but by causes which have produced 
the same results upon the Saxons of the north 
as upon the Cymry of the West. We have 
before mentioned that the poverty of these 
mountain clergy is even greater in England 
than in Wales, and that they are derived 
from the same classes of society as their 
Welsh compeers. They were formerly edu- 
cated (as in Wales) at licensed grammar 
schools scattered over the country. These 
have now been superseded by the college of 
St. Bees, though specimens of the former 
system are still to be found among the older 
clergy. The poverty of their endowments 
leads most incumbents to* eke out their sub- 
sistence by subsidiary employments; some 
keep village schools ; most farm a little land ; 
nearly all attend fairs and markets with the 
neighboring farmers. This association natu- 
rally leads to the same results which we 
have before lamented. An intelligent and 
trustworthy correspondent whom we have 

* See Rep. i., p. 30, Rep. ii., p. 27, and Rep. 
iii., p. 38. 

f Painful details may be found in Rep. i., p. 26- 
29, Rep. ii., p. 35, 36, and Rep iii., p. 24, and 45 
-47. 

% We ought especially to refer to the labors of 
the exoellent Dean of Bangor, .who is justly 
praised in the Govorifcnent Reports (Rep. iii., p. 
30), as the father of Churoh education in North 
Wales ; and also to the more reoent exertions of 
the Bishop of St. Asaph. The latter, indeed, ad- 
vocated and promoted the secular education of the 
poor when he was himself a country clergyman, 
and at a time when he stood almost alone in his 
sentiments on this subject. 
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consulted, estimates the proportion of the 
bill-clergy in Westmoreland and Cumberland, 
who are “ more or less intoxicated at one 
time or another, at parties, fairs, or markets,” 
as one sixth of the whole number. Another 
informant writes, that “ several of the clergy” 
in his neighborhood “ are notorious drunk- 
ards.” The social position held by the clergy 
may be inferred from the above statements. 
It is in fact precisely the same with that 
assigned to their predecessors by Mr. Macau- 
lay. A gentleman who resides in Westmore- 
land writes thus : — 44 As a rule the clergy 
here are of a low order, and rarely associate 
with the gentry. In our own village, for in- 
stance, where the clergyman is not by any 
means a bad specimen, no servant is kept at 
his house, and several of his sons have Deen 
brought up to handicraft trades. We are 
very good friends, but he could not visit at 
my house. . . His sister was waiting- 

maid to a friend of ours.”* 

Thus far the aspect of the Church is the 
same in the northern as in the western hills. 
But there is one marked feature of difference. 
In Wales the Dissenters outnumber the 
Church, and by their superior energy have 
obtained almost the entire control of the 
religious education of the people. In these 
English districts, on the contrary, the Dissent- 
ers ure a weak minority ; and the prevalent 
sect is that of the Wesleyan Methodists, who 
are but little alienated from the Establish- 
ment. 

This difference would appear at first Bight a 
proof of the greater attachment entertained 
towards the Church by the inhabitants of the 
English mountains. feut we fear that it is in 
reality only an indication of the greater supine- 
ness and stolidity in which their clergy were 
sunk during the last century. For the dissent 
which now exists in Wales did not originate 
in the invasion of 'the Church’s territory by 
an external foe ; it sprang from the unwise 
attempt of her rulers to stifie a religious 
movement which arose spontaneously in her 
own communion, and amongst her owm 
ministers. The history of that outburst of 
religious life, which so strangely broke the 
deaaness of an age of spiritual stagnation, is 
now well known, so far as England is con- 
cerned; for who has not read that most 
readable of biographies, Southey’s 44 Life of 
Wesley?” Every one is aware that Wesley- 
anism was created and organized by ministers 
4f the Church, and that its system was only 
l 

* Some years ago we west in a boat on one of the 
Cumberland lakes, when we observed upon the 
road which ran along the shore, a man and woman 
rido by on the same horse, the man in front, the 
woman behind. “ There goes oar priest and his 
wife,’ 1 said the boatman. On landing, soon after, 
we saw the worthy oonple making hay together, 
in a small field which the clergyman fanned. 


designed to be subsidiary and supplemental 
to that of the Establishment. But many w ill 
be surprised to learn that this was still more 
especially the case with the Calvinistic Meth- 
odism of Wales, which is now regarded as one 
of the most hostile forms of dissent. The 
founders of this sect were all members of the 
Church, and all but one were clergymen. In 
the midst of the ignorant boors who then 
filled most of the Welsh pupils, there were to 
be found, here and there, men of a very 
different stamp ; men burning with apostolic 
zeal for the salvation of souls, and called to 
the priesthood by a higher ordination than 
of human hands. Such was Griffith Jones, 
vicar of Llandowror, in Carmarthenshire, the 
father of national education in Wales, who, 
in 1730, founded the first of those catechetical 
schools, by which, before his death, a hundred 
and fifty thousand persons had been taught to 
read the Scriptures in their native tongue.* 
He spent a life of self-denying labor, in estab- 
lishing schools, and circulating Bibles ; for, 
till his time, the Bible had been an unknown 
book in the cottages of the poor.f He adopted 
the practice of field-preaching, and addressed 
large audiences in the open air, in different 
parts of Wales, with remarkable effect. 
Nevertheless, being an incumbent, he could 
not be deprived of his benefice without a 
legal cause ; and accordingly he lived and 
died vicar of Llandowror. But his successors 
and imitators, being only curates, were re- 
movable at the pleasure of the bishops ; and, 
one by one, they were ejected from their 
cures, by worldly prelates, who feared en- 
thusiasm more than sin, and were zealous in 
nothing but in hating zeal. Such w’os the 
fate of Daniel Rowlands, the chief organizer 
of Calvinistic Methodism ; of Williams of 
Pantycelyn, whose hymns are now sung in a 
thousand chapels ; and of Charles of Bala, 
w'ho succeeded these early leaders, and intro- 
duced Sunday schools into Wales in 1785. 
Howel Harris, though educated at Oxford, 
was refused ordination altogether ; he after- 
wards founded the Methodist College of 
Trevecca, but never quitted the communion 
of the Church. Such men could not be 
silenced by episcopal prohibitions. They 
heard a voice from heaven commanding them 
to preach the Gospel ; they saw that thou- 
sands were won by their labor from heathen- 
ism to Christianity ; and they felt that even 
if schism were to result from their success, 
the guilt must rest on those who had cast 
them out. Meanwhile they continued mem- 
bers of the Church, and kept their followers 
in her communion. Nor was it till our own 
times that the separation occurred between 

* For a full aocount of this excollent man, see 
Phillips, p. 284, Ac. 

f Phillips, pp. 125, 285. 
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the Welsh Methodists and the Establishment. 
Until the present century they received the 
Sacraments exclusively from clergymen of the 
National Church, and recognized none others 
as duly ordained. In the year 1811 they 
first resolved to ordain ministers of their 
own, and only since that time have they 
been a dissenting sect. They have now about 
eight hundred places of worship scattered 
over every part of Wales, and teach more 
than a hundred thousand children in their 
Sunday schools.* 

These Sunday schools exhibit (as Mr. 
Lingen truly observes) the most characteris- 
tic development of the Welsh intellect. 
“They have been,” he adds, “almost the 
sole, they are still the main and most con- 
genial, centres of education. Through their 
agency the younger portion of the adult 
laboring classes in Wales can generally read, 
or are learning to read, the Scriptures in their 
native tongue. A fifth of the entire popula- 
tion is returned as attending their schools.”! 
The proportion of teachers is one to every 
seven scnolars ; so that a large number of the 
working classes devote their only day of rest 
to these labors of love. A considerable 
amount of theological knowledge is thus 
diffused among the population, though un- 
happily it takes the form rather of polemical 
than of practical divinity. Men utterly des- 
titute of secular information, ignorant of the 
simplest elements of geography or arithmetic, 
may be heard discussing deep questions of 
scriptural metaphysics or ecclesiastical polity, 
in the tongue of the ancient Britons. 

Apart they sat upon a hill retired, 

And reasoned of foreknowledge, will, and fate — 
Fixed fate, free will, foreknowledge absolute. 

The languago itself has been thus enriched 
with many new terms, and a native literature 
has been created by the appetite for theologi- 
cal information.! And however we must re- 
gret that these healing springs should tfc 
poisoned by the bitterness of party strife, yet 

* See the table given by Sir T. Phillips, p. 171. 
The Sunday scholars of tho Welsh Calvinistic 
Methodists are equal in number to those of all the 
other sects collectively. 

f Rep. i., p. 3. For similar testimony from the 
other commissioners, see Rep. ii., p. 51, and Rep. 
iii., p. 59. We find from the latter report that in 
North Wales, the Churoh of England Sunday 
Schools were only 124 out of 1,161. 

X On this subject we would refer our readers to 
the interesting information contained in Mr. John- 
son's Report (Rep. iii., p. 59), and to the list 
which he gives of the periodicals and other works 
reoontly published in the Welsh language. Every 
•eot seems to have its own magazine. We learn 
from Mr. Lingen's Report (Rep. i., p. 7), that 
many of the contributors to these magazines are 
found among the peasantry. It appears, also, that 
three fourths of the oon temporary Welsh literature 
if theologioal. 


we cannot doubt that the intelligence of the 
peasantry is stimulated by the discussions 
m which they take part ; and wo may hope 
also that their religious feelings are nourished 
by the devotiomu ingredients which are 
mixed, though too sparingly, with their dog- 
matical repast. 

Had the rulers of the Church done their duty 
during the eighteenth century, all this en- 
ergy, instead of being driven out from her 
pale, would have been fostered, guided, and 
utilized ; and thus the evils which have at- 
tended its present sectarian development 
might have been avoided. For sects, like 
monastic orders’, have an invariable tendency 
to degenerate. The fervor of the first love 
dies away ; the truths which were preached 
by those who had (as it were) discovered 
them anew, with such enthusiastic faith, and 
such life-giving power, turn in the second 
generation into stereotyped formulas. The 
regenerating, creed is metamorphosed into a 
dead shibboleth of party. Welsh Methodism 
hds now fallen into this phase of formalism. 
The distinctive tenets of the sect are care- 
fully inculcated on its members, but the spirit 
is evaporated. Their Sunday schools vie with 
each other in committing to memory the 
pynciau ,* in which their dogmas are embodied. 
The young people of both sexes meet in even- 
ing schools to prepare these schemes of doc- 
trine ; but, alas, such nocturnal meetings for 
devotion too often end in immorality.! This 
is the natural result of appealing to animal 
excitement as a test of spiritual renovation. 
Even tho first founders of Welsh Methodism, 
excellent as they were, fell into this error. 
Whitefield boasts that during the preaching 
of Rowlands he had seen a congregation of ten 
thousand persons, “ shouting Gogunniant 
Bendyitti, and ready to leap Tor joy :”J and 
too soon this readiness to leap turned into 
actual leaping. These fathers of the sect, 
however, were educated men ; not merely 
clergymen, but raised above their clerical 
brethren in intellect and acquirements. Now, 
on tho contrary, the great mass of preachers 
are utterly illiterate ; and the most popular 
are those who can rake up the expiring embers 
of enthusiasm into a blaze by violent stimula- 
tion. Thus we have a residuum of much 
flame and little heat, “ the contortions of 
the sibyl without her inspiration.” Such 

* A pwnc (plural pynciau) is a scheme of doc- 
trine printed in question and answer, with Scrip- 
ture proofs. The different classes in a school 
learn different parts of it ; and when it is com- 
pletely committed to memory, tho school makes a 
triumphal procession to other chapels to recite it, 
as a kind of friendly ohallenge. 

! See Rep. i., p. 21, and Rep. ii., p. 60. 

! See Southey's Wesley, vol. ii., p. 225. Their 
real ory was Gogoniant Bendith i ti (Glory, Bless- 
ing be to Thee), bat Whitefield did not understand 
Welsh. 
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preachers especially delight in calling forth 
that disgusting exhibition of folly and fanat- 
icism which has disgraced the very name of 
religion in Wales — the practice of “ jump- 
ing .” A whole congregation may be seen, 
drunk with excitement, leaping and shouting 
in concert, and profaning the most sacred 
names bv frantic invocations.* We cannot 
wonder that these bacchanalian orgies end too 
often in the same manner as their heathen 


prototypes ; for such fervor being purely of 
the flesn, is easily turned into the current of 
mere carnal passion. Moreover, the doctrine 
of the preachers who stir up such “ revivals,” 
is frequently of the most antinomian tendency. 
Hence we must explain the melancholv fact, 
that the spread of religious knowledge in 
Wales has not been attended by an improve- 
ment in the morality of the people. In no 
other country has so large a portion of the 
population been instructed in controversial 
theology ; and we fear that in no other coun- 
try is there a greater prevalence* of unchaste 
habits among the poor. Such, at least, is the 
unanimous evidence of the numerous witnesses 
examined by the government commissioners.! 

Another evil which has attended the devel- 
opment of Sectarianism in Wales, is the entire 
religious separation which it has caused be- 
tween the higher and lower ranks. Mr. Lin- 
gen too truly savs that, “ even in religion the 
Welsh peasant has moved under an isolating 
destiny; and his worship, like bis life, has 
grown different from that of the classes over 
him.” The cause of piety, and of social order, 
both suffer from this unnatural isolation. The 
very idea of the Christian congregation is that 
it should embrace “ high and low, rich and 
poor, one with another.” Within the walls of 
the church all disparities are equalized ; here, 
at least, as in apostolio times, “ the believers 
have all things common.” How painfully dif- 
ferent is the state of things in W ales, often in the 


* These scenes, however, are getting less com- 
mon than they were, and many preaohers dis- 
courage them. “ I do make them wip (weep) and 
cry for meroy,” said a preacher with a very 
Welsh accent, to a friend of ours, “ but I do not 
make them lip (leap). I do not wish to see them 
tipping 

f The general result of this evidenoe may be 
summed up in the words of one witness (Rep. ii., 
p. 60) : “ Want of chastity is the giant sin of 
Wales.” Or is, perhaps, still more correctly 
stated by another, a magistrate of North Wales : 
“ Fornication is not regarded as a vioe, soarcely 
as a frailty, by the common people in Wales” 
(Rep. iii., p. 68. See also Rep. i., p. 21). We 
fear that this unanimous testimony of so many 
witnesses of all ranks and sects is not shaken by 
Sir T. Phillips* arguments. He has proven, in- 
deed, that the number of illegitmate births is not 
greater than the English average ; but he has 
forgotten to notice the evidenoe given, that a large 
proportion of the poor women in Wales are preg- 
nant some months before marriage. 


better districts, where the clergy are both ed- 
ucated and efficient ! You enter the church, 
and find perhaps five pews occupied. Io 
one, the squire slumbers in the softest corner 
of the manorial seat. In another the butler's 
attitude shows that he is sharing the repoee, 
though not the cushions, of his master. The 
third pew is filled by the rector’s family, the 
fourth by his domestics. The fifth is occupied 
by the wife and children of the parish clerk, 
bound, by virtue of his office, to conform ex- 
ternally to the Church. But where is thw 
population ? A glance at the interior of the 
neighboring Zoar or Ebenezer will show you 
them. There they sit, as thick as bees m a 
hive, stifling with heat, yet listening patiently 
to the thundering accents of a native preacher, 
which you had heard while you were yet afar off, 
breaking the stillness of the sabbath air. Tun 
uffem (hell fire) is the expression which falls 
oftenest on the ear. The orator is enforcing 
his favorite doctrine of reprobation upon his 
rustic hearers ; and you cannot help fearing 
that they are mentally applying his teaching, 
by complacently consigning the squire , the 
rector, and the parish clerk to an uncovenanted 
doom. 

This unhappy condition of things not only 
severs the strongest bond of union between 
different ranks or society, but it also renders 
even the best and ablest clergymen compara- 
tively inefficient. The pastoral position of a 
Welsh clergyman in most parishes, is indeed 
of a very hopeless kind ; and the more zeal-' 
ous and energetic he is, the more distressing 
he must find it. Through no fault of his own, 
he is deserted by his flock ; and those among 
the poor who frequent his ministrations ore 
generally the worst men in the parish, who 
are rejected by the discipline (lax as it is) of 
the Dissenters; and to show their spite 
against those who have excluded them, exer- 
cise their legal right of attending the Na- 
tional Church. Such circumstances might 
yell discourage the most sanguine ; and it is 
infinitely to the credit of some among the 
Welsh clergy (and those no inconsiderable 
number), that instead of yielding to indolent 
despair, they have found in tho very sterility 
of tne soil entrusted to their cultivation only 
a new call to labor. Repulsed as theological 
teachers by their people, they have become 
their best instructors in practical religion. 
They have built parish schools, and thus taken 
up the only ground not preoccupied by dis- 
sent ; for the Dissenters in general have con- 
tented themselves with their Sunday schools, 
without attempting Day schools, ouch cler- 
gymen, therefore, nave easiljr become the vol- 
untary schoolmasters of their parishes, and 
thus secured the affection and respect of the 
younger generation. While, at the same 
time, they have been the friends and com- 
forters of the aged, the sick, and the help- 
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. less ; and by showing a benevolence unre- 
stricted by sectarian distinctions, they have 
taught their opponents the catholicity of 
, Christian love. But virtue and energy like 
this cannot be expected from the majority of 
any profession ; and we ought to make some 
allowance for the indolence and uselessness 
even of the worst among the W elsh clergy, 
when we remember the circumstances in 
which they are placed by the alienation of 
their flock. Many of them, in fact, occupy 
the same position with the ministers of the 
Scotch Establishment in those localities where 
the whole population has gone over to the 
Free Kirk ; and we know now nearly irre- 
sistible is the temptation to such ministers, 
notwithstanding the stringent discipline of 
the Presbyterian Church, to convert their 
office into a sinecure. 

But the Church of Wales has to contend 
with other difficulties, no less formidable than 
those which arise from dissent. The chief 
among these is the prevalence of two lan- 
guages. The parishes of Wales may be di- 
vided into three classes. First, those where 
Welsh only is the language of the great ma- 
jority. Secondly, those where English is 
spoken or understood by all. Thirdly, those 
in which the population is divided into a 
Welsh and English portion, neither being in- 
considerable in respect of the other. These 
latter, or bilingual parishes, constitute the 
chief difficulty. If an Englishman is ap- 
pointed to them, how can he satisfy the 
Welsh 1 if a Welshman, how can he minister 
to the English 1 The clergyman snould, of 
course, be able to speak both languages ; but 
he must speak one of them as an acquired, 
the other as a native tongue ; and the very 
circumstance which attracts his Celtic par- 
ishioners will repel the Saxons. Again, now 
is he to manage about the services 1 Here be 
cannot please both nations ; so he is reduced 
to a compromise which pleases neither, by 
performing service alternately in either 
tongue.* The rule adopted by the Welsh 
bisnops seems, in itself, a right one ; namely, 
that where so much as a sixth part of the 
parishioners do not understand English, at 
least half the Church Services should be in 
Welsh. Yet when, as often happens, the 
English inhabitants are churchmen and the 
Welsh dissenters, the action of this rule is 
unsatisfactory, compelling, in fact, the per- 
formance of one service every Sunday to empty 
walls. In those places where English is 


* In some of these parishes the clergy adopt a 
singular mode of pleasing their Welsh parishion- 
ers, when the service is in English. They give 
out the text of their sermon, and that alone, in 
Welsh. The effect upon a stranger is sometimes 
startling. He imagines that the clergyman is 
suddenly bursting into a paroxysm of “ the un- 
known tongues.’ 7 


either generally unknown, or universally un- 
derstood, the same perplexities do not occur. 
But in the former case (whore Welsh prevails 
exclusively), another difficulty is introduced, 
from the want of a supply of fit persons to 
undertake the ministerial office. The Bishop 
of Llandaff, in the valuable charge with whicn 
he commenced his Episcopal labors, states it 
as the result of his previous acquaintance 
with South Wales, that the only class whence 
the Welsh-speaking clergy can hope for re- 
cruits, is too poor even to afford the small 
expense of a Lampeter education.* We may 
add, that the same fatal difference of language 
excludes Wales from a source of aid by which 
England is largely benefited. There we see 
many of the very poorest livings held by cler- 
gymen of independent fortune, who have 
taken orders from a love for tlie work of the 
ministry, and who neither need nor seek more 
valuable preferment. Such men would gladly 
help that most ancient branch of their Church 
which has been established in Britain ever 
since the time of Constantine. But they are 
shut out by the impassable barrier of a for- 
eign tongue. 

Another cause of the inefficiency of the 
Welsh Church is the immense size of the par- 
ishes into which its territory is divided. As 
examples, we may mention Llandrillo in St. 
Asaph diocese, comprising an area of forty-two 
square miles, and endowed with only 1G1/. ; 
Beddgelert in Bangor, comprising nearly fifty 
square miles, and endowed with 93/. ; Ystra- 
dyfodwg in Llandaff, containing forty square 
miles, and endowed with 130/. ; and Uaron 
in St. David’s, comprising about fifty-five 
square miles, and endowed with 80 / !t In 
the English mountains there are to be round 
parishes of even greater area than these ; but 
there, they have been mostly divided into sep- 
arate chapelries, of a manageable size 
whereas, the Welsh parishes have generally 
remained undivided. It is evident that sucti 
an extent of parochial territory renders the 
full performance of pastoral duties impossible. 

The great size of these mountain parishes 
shows that when our parochial system wag 
originally established they were very thiniy 
inhabited. And so they remained till the 

* Primary Charge of Bishop of Llandaff, p. 45 
-47. The Bishop suggests as a remedy, the 
foundation of Scholarships or Exhibitions ; a rec- 
ommendation which has been sinoe acted on by 
some benevolent persons. 

f Many similar instances are given by Sir T. 
Phillips, p. 222-224. 

X Thus the parish of Kendal, in Westmoreland, 
oontains an area of above a hundred square miles; 
bat it has been divided into sixteen chapelries, 
each of them under the charge of an incumbent 
endowed with about 70/. per annum. So the 
large parishes of Cross th waite in Cumberland, and 
Kirby Lonsdale in Lancashire, are each divided 
into seven chapelries. 
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present century. But now, in some parts of 
Wales, especially in the south, the mineral 
wealth which has been discovered below the 
soil has covered its surface with a dense pop- 
ulation. The counties of Glamorgan and 
Monmouth (nearly the whole of which are 
now included in the diocese of Llandaff) con- 
tained 140,000 inhabitants in the year 1821 ; 
and 417,000 in 1851. So that the population 
has trebled in thirty years. Within the last 
ten years it has risen from 305,000, to 417,- 
000 : a greater increase than that of any other 
portion of Great Britain. Thus the eclesias- 
tical agency, which was intended to provide 
for a few shepherds and farmers scattered 
among the hills, is now called on to meet the 
wants of overgrown manufacturing towns, 
which are doubling themselves every twenty 
years. So that we see “ the machinery and 
appliances of the Church, originally designed 
for tens, or at most for hundreds, standing in 
solemn mockery of the wants of thousands and 
tens. of thousands.”* It might have been 
hoped that the creators of this vast population 
would have spent some portion of their enor- 
mous wealth for the benefit of those to whose 
toil they owe all that they possess. But we 
grieve to say that, with a few noble excep- 
tionsf, they have hitherto shown themselves 
insensible to the truth, that property has its 
duties as well as its rights. One of the Gov- 
ernment Commissioners says of this manufac- 
turing population: — “I regard their degraded 
condition os entirely the fault of their em- 
ployers, who give them far less tendance and 
care than they bestow on their cattle, and 

* See Letter of the Archdeacon Llandaff on the 
wants of the Diocese (London, 1850), p. 5. Mach 
interesting information will be found in this 
pamphlot, the author of whioh is distinguished not 
only by his eloquenoo and ability, but by a prac- 
tical wisdom to which the Church of Wales is 
already largely indebtod. Among other instances 
ho mentions, that of Bedwelty parish, which in 
1801 contained 619 inhabitants, and now contains 
about 30,000. 

t Amongsttheso exceptions the Rhymncy Iron 
Company should bo montioned with honor. In 
1838 they unanimously agreed to the following 
resolution, “ That the Company hating caused to 
lorate t on what were before barren mountains , a popula- 
tion of eight thousand souls , is upon every principle 
bound to provide and endow a church for the use of the 
tenants of the Company. ” Accordingly the Company 
built or endowed a church or parsonage, and pro- 
vided schools also. We ought also to acknowledge 
that some of the mineral proprietors of this dis- 
trict, who sit on opposite sides of the House of 
Commons (Sir J. Guest, Mr. Clive, and Mr. 
Booker), have shown a proper sense of their dntieB, 
as ironmasters and landlords, towards their work- 
men. [Since writing the above, we lament to hear 
of the death of the former; but it is satisfactory 
to find that his successor in the representation of 
the great seat of the iron trade, U a man who has 
specially devoted himself to the moral and intel- 
lectual improvement of the working olasses.] 


who, with few exceptions, use and regard 
them as so muoh brute force instrumental to 
wealth, but as nowise involving cluing on hu- 
man sympathy.”* Strong os this language 
is, we fear it is not exaggerated. 

Having then to contend against all these 
gigantic difficulties, the progress which the 
Church of Wales has made iu the last few 
years is most creditable to those who have 
been instrumental in effecting it. And though 
such improvement has been chiefly in the 
more civilized districts, yet even among the 
peasant clergy sufficient amendment has taken 
place to show the truth of our previous re- 
mark, that poverty, though the actual cause, 
is not a necessary cause, of many blemishes 
which have disfigured the establishment. In 
the first place, those gross and scandalous 
abuses which prevailed m the last century arc 
either entirely swept away, or fast disappear- 
ing. Episcopal superintendence has Deeti 
changed from a name into a reality. Arch- 
deacons visit their archdeaconries, and the 
obsolete office of rural deans has been revived ; 
so that the bishop is kept constantly supplied 
with information of the state of every parish 
in his diocese. The ordinance of Confirma- 
tion, which non-resident prelates bad suffered 
to fall into disuse, is now regularly adminis-* 
tered. The clergy reside, for the most part, 
upon their livings, and no longer leave their 
duties to be discharged by half-starved curates. 
Pluralities are henceforward impossible, and 
the pluralist will soon be as extinct an animal 
as tne Plesiosaurus. Full services are now 
performed in churches which had never be- 
fore been opened twice a Sunday within the 
memory of man. Glebe houses are rising in 
every direction. f New churches are built ; 
and old ones are restored, which the slothful 
negligence of a former generation suffered to 
fall into ruin. The eighteenth century may 
be called preeminently the age of ecclesiasti- 
cal dilapidation. Totally without the sense 
of architectural beauty, it resigned the glori- 
ous masterpieces of Gothic art to the mutila- 
tion of the churchwarden ; the cheapest patch- 
work of lath and plaster was good enough to 
repair a church. But in England there was 
at least sufficient sense of decency to keep the 
walls standing, and the roof weather-tight. 

* Rep. ii., p. 293. See also the aneodote at p. 
63. We find from the Report of the Diocesan 
Church Building Society, that 1000Z. was anony- 
mously given last year, to be expended in build- 
ing a church in whatever spot might bo considered 
the most spiritually destitute in the diocese. 
After due consideration it was determined to spend 
it in building a church for the workpeople of the 
wealthiest iron-master in Great Britain. 

t In 8t. Asaph 70 parsonages have been built or 
restored in the last 40 years (Canon William’s 
Sermon, p. 23). In Llandaff 60 parsonages were 
added during the 20 years of Bishop Copleston’s 
episcopate. 
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In Wales, on the contrary, several parishes 
thought it the cheapest method to let the 
structure tumble down* altogether ; and the 
negligence of ecclesiastical authorities actually 
connived at this breach of law. But such 
slovenly profaneness was not confined to se- 
questered villages ; it extended even to Epis- 
copal residences and Cathedral foundations. 
The palaces at Llandafif and St. David’s were 
abandoned to the inoles and bats. The pre- 
bendaries of Brecon suffered their Collegiate 
Minster to fall into decay. But the ruin of 
Llanduff Cathedral was the worst example, 
and most characteristically illustrates the age 
in which it occurred. The bishop had long 
ceased to reside ; the prebendaries had fol- 
lowed his example ; the daily service had been 
discontinued ; the very organ had been broken 
up, and Willis the antiquary (who visited the 
Cathedral before its fall) tells us. that he 
found the pipes scattered about the organ- 
loft. The building itself was suffered to re- 
main utterly without repair, although the 
Chapter had repeated warnings of its dan- 
gerous condition. At last, it was literally 
blown down by a great storm in 1722. The 
nave and towel's were left in ruins ; the choir 
hnderwent a more degrading fate, for it was 
patched up in the worst style of a Baptist 
meeting-house ; the noble arches being filled 
up with brickwork, bull’s-eye windows being 
added for ornament, and a white-washed ceil- 
ing to make all snug. Such was the fate of 
a cathedral which had been the seat of a 
Christian bishopric while the Saxons were yet 
idolaters, and when Canterbury was still a 
pagan city. In this disgraceful condition the 
fabric remained for 140 years, typifying, by 
its appearance, the state of the Church to 
which it belonged ; a Church whereof two 
thirds exhibited the spectacle of an ancient 
and venerable institution fallen into useless- 
ness and decay ; and the only portion which 
still served any religious purpose, was trans- 
formed into the semblance of the conventicle. 
Let us hope that as its ruin was thus emblemat- 
ical of the past, so its restoration may be sig- 
nificant of the future. At all events, its present 
condition shows that the sordid economy of a 
former age has been superseded by a very 
different spirit. Thanks to the conscientious 
zeal of the lato and present deans, it is fast 
rising from its ruins, in all its original beauty. 
The Gothic arches have emerged from their 
plaster covering ; the conventicular abomina- 
tion has utterly disappeared ; and the grace- 
ful clerestory and lofty roof once more raise 
the heart heavenwards. 

Thus a flagrant instance of ecclesiastical 
breach of trust has been atoned for, and a 
foul blot wiped out from the escutcheon of 

* Instances are given at Rep. ii., p. 1G3, and 
other parts of the Reports. 
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the Church. But this is only one of many 
examples where the piety of the children is 
paying the debts of their fathers, in the mat- 
ter of church-building. By the most strenu- 
ous effjrts, the Church is striving to keep 
pace w ith the increase of population in the 
manufacturing districts. During the last 
three years ten additional churches, and near- 
ly twice that number of clergy, have been pro- 
vided, to meet, in some degree, the most 
pressing wants of that vast tide of population 
which has deluged the counties of Monmouth 
and Glamorgan ; and this work has been ac- 
complished mainly by the labors of the present 
bishop. Similar efforts have been made to 
supply the needs of the Flintshire coal-fields, 
and tne Carnarvon stone-quarries. And even 
in the rural districts, many parish churches 
have shaken off the slovenly squalidity which 
so long disgraced them, and are restored to 
decency, if not to beauty. 

But the true edifice of the Church is built, 
not of stones, but of men ; and therefore we 
hail with greater pleasure than any of these 
external reforms, the proofs furnished by tho 
last few years, that the Welsh clergy, as a 
body, are beginning to take a zealous and 
effectual interest in the education of the peo- 
ple. Of this, the Minutes of the Committee 
of Council furnish the most decisive evidence. 
Not only do wo find a most excellent training 
college for the Principality, established under 
the eye of the bishop of St. David’s, but dio- 
cesan boards of education have sprung up in 
evory diocese, organizing masters have been 
engaged in visiting, and remodelling the 
Church schools throughout the country, and 
Her Majesty ’8 Inspectors report more and 
more favorably of these schools every year. 
But the most infallible test of their improve- 
ment is the rapid increase of Pupil-teachers 
paid by government ; because they aro only 
assigned to schools in a state of thorough effi- 
ciency, and are theipselves subjected to a 
severe annual examination before they can 
receive their salary. In the schools under 
the superintendence of the Welsh clergy, the 
number of these pupil-teachers in the year 
1849 was 90, in tne year 1850 was 125, and 
in 1851 was 182.* The Minutes of Council 
for 1852 are not yet published ; but we be- 
lieve they will show a still greater increase. 

* See Minutes of Counoil for 1849-50, 1850-51, 
and 1851-52. In one of the Inspectors’ reports we 
find the following gratifying statement concerning 
three great centres of the manufacturing districts. 
“ The incumbents of Merthyr, Dowlais, and Aber- 
dare, threo gentlemen of rare courage and zeal 
. . . have opened evening schools for adults . . . 
in which a large corps of volunteers, chosen from 
among the tradesmen, Ac., perform the gratuitous 
functions of teachers, by monthly and weekly 
rotation . . . The clergy are always present in 
these evening sohoois.” (Minutes for 1849-50, 

I P- 212.) 
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In England, the improvement of the moun- 
tain clergy has, perhaps, been less marked 
than in Wales ; but still it has been consider- 
able. It was itself a great step in advance, 
when the Grammar schools were superseded 
by St. Bees’ College ; although it is to be re- 
retted that the poverty of that establishment 
oes not allow of the erection of proper col- 
legiate buildings ; so that the students, in- 
stead of being under the moral control and 
superintendence which they would enjoy if 
they resided under the same roof with their 
teachers, are left to their own guidance in 
private lodgings. This may, perhaps, ac- 
count for the fact, that the clergy supplied by 
St. Bees are less satisfactory than those trained 
at the new University of Durham, the founda- 
tion of which has been the greatest boon con- 
ferred upon these poor mountaineers. The 
number of such Durham graduates is increas- 
ing among the clergy, though not so rapidly 
as could be wished ; but no doubt the leaven 
of their example will in time spread through- 
out the mass. Already drunkenness (once so 
common) is considered discreditable ; and 
though not extinct, is very much less preva- 
lent than it was. The immoral clergy (for- 
merly a considerable class in these districts) 
have disappeared. And an increasing interest 
is manifested in the education of the people, 
and in other good works. 

The reforms which we have described have 
been mainly effected, both in England and 
Wales, during the last quarter of a century. 
The bishops (with scarcely an exception) have 
taken a leading part in these improvements, 
which they have frequently themselves origi- 
nated, and always encouraged by their co- 
operation. We are anxious to make this ac- 
knowledgment distinctly, because we have 
spoken strongly of the mischief done by the 
bishops of a former generation ; ana we 
desire not to be misunderstood as if we con- 
founded the present with the past. It would 
he difficult, indeed, to condemn too harshly 
the corrupt negligence and interested laxity 
of those prelates who misgoverned the Church 
during the last century. The Welsh bishops 
found it even easier than their English 
brethren to turn their office into a sinecure. 
They could despise the censures of a remote 
and barbarous province, while they spent 
their time agreeably in the social pleasures 
of Bath, or the political intrigues of London. 
Thus sometimes they passed many years 
without once visiting the flock to which they 
had sworn to devote their lives. We have 
seen how they disposed of their patronage, j 
and how faithfully their neglect of duty was j 
copied by their inferiors. But we may form ' 
a better notion of what they were, from the | 
autobiography of the man who was one of 
the lost, ana was generally considered thej 
best of them, the celebrated Bishop Watson 


of Llandaff. This prelate held his see for 
thirty-four years. During all that time he 
never resided in bis diocese, and seldom came 
near it. During the last twenty years we 
believe he never visited it. Including his 
bishopric, he held nine places of perferment, 
and actually contrived to reside on none of 
them. He settled in Westmoreland ns a 
country gentleman, and there employed him- 
self (we use his own words) “ principally in 
building farm-houses, blasting rocks, inclosing 
wastes, and planting larches.”* During all 
these years, he compelled the starving curates 
of his diocese to travel from South Wales to 
Westmoreland for ordination ; a journey 
which, in those days, must have cost them a 
year’s salary. And yet, at the close of a 
long life, he looks back upon his career with 
the most undoubting self-complacency, and 
evidently considers himself a model of Epis- 
copal merit. And what is still 'tnore singular, 
he was so considered by others, and was 
nerally regarded os an ornament of tho 
nch. So low was the standard of opinion, 
fifty years ago. By such men irrevocable 
harm was done, yet they escaped with no 
censure. And now the sins of the fathers are 
most unjustly visited, not on their children, 
but on their successors. This has been 
especially the case in Wales, where a small 
but active knot of agitators tries to gain a 
miserable popularity by rousing the dormant 
jealousy of race, ana stirring up the passions 
of Celt against Saxon. This party makes 
the appointment of “ Saxon bishops” a 
special grievance, and the abuse of existing 
Welsh bishops a profitable part of therr 
political capital. The Bishop of St. David’s 
has been made the chief mark for their 
shafts ; f and we honor him for the manly 
frankness with which he has turned round 
on his assailants, and exposed tho motives 
by which they are actuated. We fully agree 
with him, that it is important that the English 
public and English statesmen should be 
made aware of the meaning of that clamor 
for Welsh bishops which sounds at first so 
plausible. If these agitators contended only 
that a Welsh bishop is the better for under- 
standing the Welsh tongue, we should quite 

* Wo cannot quote this autobiography without 
recommending it to our readers as one of the most 
amusing books ever published. The picture of 
Cambridge as it was in the middle of the lAst cen- 
tury is particularly interesting, and forms a sort 
of continuation to the period of Bentley and Mid- 
dleton. 

f The character of these attacks may be im- 
agined from the popular superstitions to which 
they have given rise. Thus it is said to be be- 
lieved in Cardiganshire that the bishop is every- 
where accompanied by a favorite dog, wbioh is 
j trained to biow and bitea curate. We havo no doubt 
that this belief has saved his lordship from many 
• troublesome applications. 
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agree with them. But they are not satisfied 
with this. The two bishops of South Wales 
already preach in Welsh. The very prelate 
whom they chiefly assail, acquired the lan- 
guage so perfectly as to use it in public 
within a year of his appointment. And any 
intelligent Englishman might do the same, 
unless he were made a bishop so late in life 
as to have lost the faculty or learning a new 
language, which would make his appointment 
objectionable on other grounds. But the 
Dim Saesoneg party tell us that they will 
have no bishops but those whose mother- 
tongue is Welsh. The clergy who fulfil this 
condition we have already described. At any 
rate, the number of Welsh-speaking clergy 
otherwise qualified for the episcopal office, is 
too narrow to afford a proper field for selec- 
tion; and we leave our readers to judge 
whether the main body would supply desirable 
rulers for the Church. 

We repeat, then, that the existing bishops 
are not responsible for the evils which we 
have mentioned. On the contrary, they have 
done, and are doing, their best to reform 
what is amiss. So far as the executive gov- 
ernment of the Church can amend its defects, 
their amendment is secured. But in truth 
the changes needed are beyond the power, not 
only of any individual bishop, but of all the 
bishops collectively. The reforms required 
are not administrative but legislative reforms. 
The thing wanted is a better educated and 
more respected body of clergy; and this 
cannot be obtained (speaking generally) with- 
out an ampler provision for their education 
and maintenance. Here, then, are two desid- 
erata; less poverty and more instruction. 
A third, is a stricter discipline, to repress 
scandalous offences. A fourth, more perfect 
organization, to make the Church in reality 
what it is in idea, the dispenser of the 
greatest possible good to the greatest possible 
number. How are those four wants to be 
supplied ? 

First, the income of every parochial clergy- 
man throughout the Welsh and English 
mountains snould be raised to not less than 
2U0/. per annum. This is not the place for 
discussing the details of such a reform ; but 
we believe that the revenues to be vested in 
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners will afford 
the means for effecting it. In these revenues 
will ultimately be included the appropriate 
tithes (i. e., those alienated to ecclesiastical 
bodies), which amount in Wales to a quarter 
of the whole tithe rent-charge. However the 
augmentation, of small livings is effected, it 
ought to take place gradually ; the benefices 
being augmented as they successively fall 
vacant. Thus a superior class of men would 
be induced to educate their sons for the min- 
istry of the Church. 

As to the second desideratum, of securing 


a higher education for the mountain clergy, 
the course of improvement already begun 
should be farther carried out. Proper build- 
ings should be provided for the College of St. 
Bees’, that its students might be brought 
under moral and social, as well as intellectual, 
discipline. The college itself might be in- 
corporated into the University of Durham, on 
the same principle as so many colleges are 
affiliated to the University of London. Thus 
its students would gain the advantages of 
stricter examinations and academic degrees. 
In Wales, the College of Lampeter should 
(as Sir T. Phillips advises), bo transformed 
into the University of St. David’s. Its staff 
of professors should be increased, and its col- 
legiate buildings should be rendered adequate 
to accommodate a sufficient number of future 
clergy to supply the demand of the princi- 
pality. Exhibitions and scholarships ought 
also to be founded for the support of the 
poorer theological students-; a good work, 
which (as we have mentioned) has been 
already begun at Lampeter. The funds 
necessary for these educational purposes can 
scarcely be now expected from the State; 
although it would have granted them willingly 
thirty years ago, had the rulers of the Church 
been at that time alive to her wants. But it 
would not, perhaps, be too much to hope that 
Parliament might advance to the Ecclesiasti- 
cal Commissioners what was requisite to ren- 
der the existing institutions efficient; such 
loan to be repaid by instalments out of the 
income at the disposal of the commissioners, 
which is increasing annually. 

Much aid might ^lso be given to the educa- 
tion of the poorer clergy, if Mr. Lingen’s sug- 
gestions concerning endowed grammar schools 
(Rep. i., p. 41) could be carried out. He 
proposes that the free nominations in those 
schools should be thrown open to competition, 
and bestowed upon the more distinguished 
scholars of the primary schools ; by which 
means a supply of the fittest material would 
be continually drawn upwards from below. 
The same advantage will no doubt result from 
the creation of the pupil-teacher system ; the 
greatest educational reform which has ever 
been made in this country. 

As to the third desideratum, stricter disci- 
pline, it hasbeen long generally acknowledged 
that some legislative interference is required ; 
yet it has been found very difficult to frame 
any satisfactory measure on the subject. 
W hen a clergyman is notoriously guilty of 
some flagrant offence, such as drunkenness or 
immorality, the bishop is often inconsiderately 
blamed for allowing him to escape with im- 
punity by those who know not how small is- 
the power of a bishop over an incumbent. L& 
such a case the bishop must prosecute the 
offender at his own expense in the ecclesiasti- 
cal courts ; and, from some defect of evidence, 
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or some technical mistake, he may fail at last 
in obtaining a conviction, after having spent 
several thousand pounds in vain. Yet we do 
not blame the law, while the organization of 
the Church remains what it now is, for so 
jealously limiting the exercise of episcopal 
authority. So long as any power is irrespon- 
sible and arbitrary, it ought to be nar- 
rowly watched and fenced in with restrictions. 
Nor would it suffice to surround the bishop 
with a council of prcsbyteis, as some propose, 
although that would undoubtedly give greater 
weight to his decisions. For the laity will 
always entertain a just jealousy of power 
wielded only by the clergy, even though it be 
over a member of their own order. What 
sort of justice would Mr. Gorham have received 
had he been tried by a jury of Exeter clergy- 
men? A tribunal consisting exclusively of 
professional men must necessarily be unfitted 
for trying a member of their own profession. 
They know too much about him beforehand ; 
and they are unconsciously swayed by class 
prejudice or party antipathies. This does not 
apply peculiarly to the clergy. A jury of 
barristers would be a very bad tribunal for the 
trial of an unpopular advocate. The verdict 
of a court-martial is notoriously often swayed 
by considerations extraneous to the justice of 
the case ; though in this instance an excep- 
tional judicature is tolerated by the law, from 
the absolute necessity for immediate action in 
military affairs. But ecclesiastical causes 
may be conducted more deliberately ; and the 
laity have shown that they will rather endure 
many flagrant scandals than allow of any 
approximation to priestly tyranny. 

The third desideratum, therefore, cannot be 
supplied without the fourth ; better discipline 
is impossible without better organization. In 
order that the Church may be enabled even to 
repress the offences of her own officers — much 
more, that she may become the channel of 
social regeneration to the people — she must 
comprehend in her practical administration, 
not only her ministers, but her members. In 
the words of M. Bunsen, she must cease to be 
a “ clergy church.* * Her laity must find a 
place in her system ; and that a post, not 
merely of passive obedience, but of active co- 
operation. As things now are, a layman may 
pass through life without being once called to 
perform any ecclesiastical function. In other 
Protestant Churches and sects, the religious 
layman is as much an office-bearer as the 
clergyman ; ho has a function to discharge, 
a work to do. The whole ecclesiastical com- 
munity is thus pervaded by a common life, 
and ail cooperate, with a personal interest, in 
promoting the ends of the body corporate. 
So it must be with the Church of England 
before she can win that triumph over abuses 
inherited from the past, and difficulties devel- 
oped by the present, which, we trust, is still 


before her. She must lire as a community, 
and not only in the lives of isolated individuals. 
At present she is like those lower orders of 
animals which aro divided into a number of 
separate centres of nervous action, with no 
pervading will to give unity to the whole. 
She must rise to that higher scale of animated 
being in which the central volition is diffused 
by a spontaneous action through all the mem- 
bers ; “ the whole body being fitly joined 
together, and compacted by that which every 
joint supplicth, according to the effectual work- 
ing in the measure of every part.” 

To accomplish this there would be no need 
of revolutionary changes. It would be no 
difficult matter to give a recognized existence 
and ecclesiastical functions to the communi- 
cants of every parish ; to unite the clergy of 
each rural deanery, with lay representatives 
from their several parishes, into a ruri-de- 
canal presbytery ; to entrust such presbyteries 
with the election of a diocesan convention ; 
and to assign to each of these bodies their 
proper work, under the superintendence of 
the bishop. The times are ripe for such a 
reform as this ; and till it is effected, the 
Church must remain mutilated. If it were 
accomplished, it would probably soon be fol- 
lowed by all and more than all the changes 
which we have represented as desirable. One 
consequence to be expected from it would be 
the reabsorption into the Church of those 
reat bodies of dissenters who agree in her 
octrines, and object not to her forms. The 
natural position of the followers both of White- 
field ana Wesley, is the position which they 
retained for so many years in spite of perse- 
cution, that of Religious Orders affiliated to 
the Church of England, and superadding to 
her system an internal discipline stricter than 
it is possible, or would be desirable, to enforce 
universally in a National Church. Who can 
doubt that these communities would return to 
the post which they quitted so reluctantly, if 
the fay element were duly represented in the 
councils of the Establishment? Then, and 
not till then, the Church would include almost 
the whole population in her pale, and that 
strength which is now wasted in intestine 
warfare would be directed against moraY 
evil. 

Many of the clergy complain that for a 
century and a half the Church of England 
has been left without a government. They 
say that, had Convocation been suffered to 
sit during this period, the abuses which we 
have enumerated would have been impossible. 
Non-resident bishops (for example) would 
have been shamed into at least an outward 
show of decency, if a representative assembly 
of the Church had annually met, in which 
their default of duty might have been dis- 
cussed. We may admit this, and yet main- 
tain that greater evils would have been caused 
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than cured, by committing the government of 
the Church to the Convocation as it is at 
present constituted. The laity of England 
/are firmly determined never to entrust the 
Church of England to the sway of a clerical 
assembly. As a well-known dignitary wittily 
observed the other day, the fate of the Church 
must not be risked on the battle-field of Stcny- 
clerus.* But the feeling would be different, if 
representatives of the laity, in due proportion, 
were joined with the representatives of the 
clergy, as in the Convention of the Episcopal 
Church of America, or the Assembly of the 
Kirk of Scotland. No fear could then be en- 
tertained lest the powers necessary for disci- 
pline and efficiency should be abused to the 
promotion of sacerdotal interests. We have 
the concurrent testimony of two very different 
authorities — Lord Shaftesbury, and the Edi- 
tor of the “ Spectator, — to the practical 
advantages which would do derived from the 
existence of such a body. Indeed, it must be 
admitted to be an anomaly, that while we 
have the Horse Guards to regulate the army, 
and the Admiralty to watch over the navy, 
we have provided no instrumentality what- 
ever to superintend a department of the public 
service surely not less important. If muskets 
and uniforms require occasional alteration, so 
also do sees and parishes. If regiments have 
been sometimes misgoverned, so have dioceses. 
Our coast defences may need repair to keep 
out the Pope, as well as to keep out the 
French. Imagine the condition in which 
both army and navy would now be, had they 
been left for a hundred and fifty years to the 
direct administration of Parliament, with no 
intermediate machinery provided for adapting 
them, from time to time, to the changing cir- 
cumstances of the age. 

We do not believe that Parliament would 
resist any well-considered measures for giving 
the Church a machinery which should enable 
her to work efficiently. For if the State had 
ceased to believe in the principle of an Estab- 
lishment — if it were convinced that the relig- 
ious instruction of the people would be more 
wisely entrusted to the Voluntary System — 
it would carry out this conviction by disestab- 
lishing the Church. That is, it would appro- 
priate (with due respect to vested interests) 
the ecclesiastical revenues to civil purposes. 
But to this course the Legislature has never 
yet shown the slightest inclination. It could 
not therefore consistently, while maintaining 
an Establishment, refuse to it that govern- 
ment which might be held, after mature con- 
sideration, most conducive to the ends for 
which, and for which alone, the Church has 
been established. Wo believe that the great 
body of the Church, both lay and clerical, are 

• See Herodotus, ix., 64. 

t Spectator of November 20, 1852. 


daily becoming more and more of one mind 
upon this question. And we are convinced 
that when those who thus agree come At last 
to learn their strength, and their unanimity, 
they will find all obstacles disappear before 
thetfu 


Tnz CorrER Coinage and a Decimal Coin- 
age. — It is understood the government has en- 
tered into a contract with Messrs. Heaton and 
Son, of Birmingham, for the manufacture of 601) 
tons of copper coin, at prices applicable to pence, 
half-ponce, farthings, imlf-farthings, and quar- 
ter-farthings. This course has been resorted to 
in consequence of the impossibility of the Mint, 
under the pressing demand for gold and silver 
coin, to devote any part of its establishment to 
copper coinage ; and the inconvenience arising 
from a deficient supply of copper being too great 
to admit of any further delay. 

It is, however, necessary to say that we are 
informed on good authority that the means 
taken to obtain this supply has no reference 
whatever either to the rejection or adoption of a 
decimal coinage. Whatever is done in relation 
to that subject, which we understand is receiving 
a careful consideration at the hands of the gov- 
ernment, the present supply of copper coin — a 
large portion of which is required for the different 
colonies and for Ireland — could not, under any 
circumstances, have been postponed. Nor will 
the existing copper coins interfere materially with 
the adoption of the decimal coinage, should it ever 
be determined to resort to it. In that case we 
may consider it certain that the pound will be 
the unit of the system ; and that a farthing 
would be the thousandth part of a pound ; — 
at present it is the nine hundred and sixtieth 
part of a pound. The lowest coin, therefore, in 
a decimal coinage, would be but 4 per cent, less 
in value than the present farthing ; and as the 
margin between the intrinsic value and the nomi- 
nal value of our copper coins is very great, the 
difference of four per cent, would be unimpor- 
tant, so that probably, with little difficulty, the 
change might be made with our present copper 
coinage without any alteration. At all events 
we are assured that the present coinage of this 
copper must not be considered as an indication 
that the government has come to any decision in 
respect to the adoption of a decimal coinage. — 
Examiner . 


The Medication of the Larynx and Trachea, 
By S. Soott Alison, M. D., Ac. 

Dr. Horace Green of America applied nitrate 
of silver to the interior of the larynx and trachea, 
and Dr. Soott Alison has extended the practioe 
by other medicines, as olive oil, in various dis- 
eases of the air-passages. Relief of symptoms, 
rather than cure, which must be sought by other 
means, is the object of the practioe ; but the ease 
of the patient doubtless facilitates the adoption 
of other remedies. The account is clear, and not 
strained. — Spectator. 
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FEMALE OF THE HUMAN SPECIES. • 


From Chambers 1 Journal. 

ON A REMARKABLE CHANGE IN THE 

CHARACTER OF THE FEMALE OF THE 

HUMAN SPECIES. 

ORIGINALLY WRITTEN FOR THE ZOOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY. 

The changes which from time to time take 
place in the external forms and characters of 
animals are an Interesting department of the 
science of the philosophical naturalist, for 
they serve to illustrate tne principle of a certain 
definite subserviency of organized creatures 
to the conditions in which they live. It is 
but following out this principle a little further, 
and still keeping, as we think, within the 
proper range of that science, to examine and 
rjport upon those moral changes which take 
place in the highest of animated species 
through the effect of the conditions of social 
life. It is fully admitted that the variability 
of humanity — if we may use such an expres- 
sion — is very great ; and of this truth no one 
can doubt, who considers the difference be- 
tween the cruel and treacherous savage and 
the highly-educated man of civilization. We 
do not need, however, to take these extreme 
ends of the history and condition of a people. 
Even in a single century, or, say, three gen- 
erations, such improvements take place in na- 
tional characters, as it would perhaps be diffi- 
cult to believe, if we had not the best evidence 
of the fact. 

I wish to call attention, on the present even- 
ing, to a remarkable change which has taken 
place, within about a hundred years, or a 
little more, in the character of the female of 
our own species. I must first, however, apol- 
ogize for the nature of the evidence which I 
have to bring forward. It unfortunately 
happens that the human female — at all 
times an almost hopeless mystery to the nat- 
uralist, indeed to men of science generally — 
was very little studied by zoologists in the days 
of Scba and Buffon. I am not aware ora 
single observation on the subject in that age, 
which can be said to have been set down with 
scientific accuracy. This is very unfortunate, 
but it cannot be remedied. It happens, how- 
ever, that another set of observers — namely, 
the poets — paid a good deal of attention to 
the ladies, and have left an immense number 
of references to them scattered throughout 
their writings. Now, I am far from saying 
that the poets can be accepted as, in them- 
selves, singly, good witnesses, because it is 
well known that they decline swearing to the 
truth of what they advance. Yet, when we 
•consider that we could not attempt to write 
the history of Greece, or trace its ancient 
manners, without making use of the writings 
of its poets, it will, I trust, appear as a thing 
.utterly preposterous, that we should altogether 


rejeet such evidence. It is a kind of testi- 
mony we cannot dispense with in many cases ; 
and my impression decidedly is, that, if care- 
fully examined and collated, and accepted 
only when it is found perfectly self-consistent, 
and in harmony with the usual tone of men 
who aim at speaking the truth, we may make 
a certain limited use of it, even for scientific 
purposes. 

So much being premised, I proceed to re- 
mark on the great improvement which ap- 
pears, from this evidence, to have taken place 
in the general affections of tho human female 
since the middle of the eighteenth century. 
The creature, whom we all know to be now 
yielding, gentle, and kind, to a remarkable 
degree, is described in the wri tings of those 
irregular naturalists, as I may cull them, as 
one of exceedingly barbarous and unrelenting 
character. From some of the poeti-ial refer- 
ences in question, a literal interpreter might 
imagine that there were even some organic 
differences of a notable kind between the 
women of those days and the present. We 
hear, for instance, of eyes which had a kill- 
ing power like those attributed by mediaeval 
zoologists to the basilisk ; likewise of bosoms 
of a marble-like colduess, as if the female of 
our species had not then been developed, in 
the circulating organization at least, beyond 
the reptilian stage. I must consider these 
allusions, however, as most probably only 
metaphorical ; for we can scarcely imagine 
that even such early naturalists as Aristotle 
and Pliny would have failed to record such 
singular peculiarities, if they had had a posi- 
tive existence. I come at once to the moral 
characteristics of which they may be accepted 
as part of the evidence. 

It fully appears, then, that the human fe- 
male, down to the time we are speaking of, 
was a very cruel creature. While addressed 
by individuals of the opposite sex with a de- 
gree of deference and adulation now totally 
unknown, she beheld them all with an unbend- 
ing* severity and disdain equally unexampled 
in our days. The memorials are so abundant, 
that the difficulty is to make a selection. 
Turning up, however, a single volume of Rit- 
800*8 collection of English Songs, we find such 
passages as the following : 

But oh ! her oolder heart denies 
The thoughts her looks inspire ; 

And while in iee that frozen lies, 

Her eyes dart only fire. 

Botwoen extremes I am undone. 

Like plants too northward set ; 

Bnrnt by too violent a sun, 

Or starved for want of heat. 

The whole book, indeed, seems to be a series 
of preachments on this one text. What Aaron 
Ilill says in one page — 

Chill, as mountain snow, her bosom. 
Though I tender language use. 
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*Tis by cold indifference frozen, 

To my arms and to my mnse — 

Is echoed by Henry Carey on another — 

Must I, ye gods, forever love 1 
Must she forever cruel prove 1 
Must all my torments, all my grief, 

Meet no compassion, no relief 1 

It appear* that even towards a patient reduced 
to the last stage of bodily distress and weak- 
ness, no sort of pity was shown by this merci- 
less being — 

When drooping on the bed of pain, 

I looked on every hope as vain ; 

When pitying friends stood weeping by, 

And Death *8 pale shade seemed hovering nigh ; 
No terror could my flame remove. 

Or steal a thought from her I love. 

The mischiefs wrought by some specimens in 
their dealings with other mortals, were occa- 
sionally of tne direst kind. One gentleman 
solemnly says of a particular nymph he had 
had the misfortune to rank among his ac- 
quaintance : 

Who sees her must love her, who loves her must 
die. 

Seeing a woman and suffering extinction of 
life being thus syllogistically connected, we 
may imagine the wretched consequences to 
society. The most piteous appeals, such 

as — 

look to yon celestial sphere, 

Where souls with rapture glow. 

And dread to need that pity there, 

Which you denied below — 

seem to have been presented in vain. Myra, 
Lesbia, Clorinda, or by whatever other sobri- 
quet these poor swains might designate theen- 
chantressea who little deserved such delicacy 
at their hands, are invariably described as 
keeping up their savage cruelty to the very 
last. Some of the victims describe their feel- 
ings when approaching the only end which 
griefs like theirs could have — 

Grim king of tho ghosts, bo truo, 

And hurry me henco away ; 

My languishing life to you 
A tribute I freely pay : 

To th’ Elysian shades I post, 

In hopes to be freed from oare, 

Where many a bleeding ghost 
Is hovering in tho air. 

We have not, indeed, any means of knowing 
the amount of destruction produced by those 
pitiless creatures, there having, unfortunately, 
been no register of mortality, giving, in a 
reliable manner, the causes of death, till 
some time after the female character had 
begun to undergo a favorable change ; but 
from the prevalence in literature of the allu- 
sions to such tragic results, we cannot doubt 
that the evil was of very serious amount. It 
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may, indeed, admit of some doubt, whether the 
very large mortality of the former as compared 
with the present times, was not owing rather 
more to this cause than to inferior sanitary 
conditions, the virulence of small-pox, ana 
other circumstances, to which it has been 
usually ascribed. 

It will be acknowledged as something quite 
beyond our province to speculate on the tele- 
ological aspects of the question, and attempt 
to define the design which Providence had in 
view in permitting so much evil to exist. 
But it is our grateful privilege, as merely 
observers of the facts of nature, to remark that, 
with that mercy which shines through the 
universal plan, it had been so arranged that 
the savage tendencies of the female breast 
were limited to a particular period of life. 
The power and the disposition to treat men 
cruelly appears seldom to have appeared be- 
fore the age of seventeen ; and the instances 
in w hich it lasted beyond twenty-five are rare. 
After that period of life, if marriage bad not 
intervened, the female heart was usually 
observed to relent ; and I have not been able 
to discover a single well-authenticated case of 
cruelty recorded against an un wedded woman 
above thirty-five. Thus it appears to have 
put on very much the aspect of a kind of cal- 
enture ; and we are left to believe that many a 
woman, who bad acted as a perfect tigress in 
early life, was converted in due time into one 
of those winning old maids, or one of those 
benign w idows, who are also the themes of so 
many allusions in our by-gone literature. In 
this respect, physiologically, the whole sul>- 
ject assumes a very curious character. We 
find the hot head still applicable to the young 
man, avarice to the old ; all the great charac- 
teristics assigned to particular epochs of molo 
life by our old writers, still remain as they 
were. How singular that the sanguinary 
character attributed to the female between 
eighteen and tw'enty-five, should alone have 
undergone a revolution ! 

That the revolution is a complete one, need 
not, I presume, be largely insisted on, as the 
Society must be well aware, from their own 
observation and experience, that coldness and 
rigor towards the opposite sex no longer mark 
the demeanor of womankind at any period of 
life. A poetical complaint against Myra or 
Clorinda is never heard ; and Mr. Farr can at 
once make clear, beyond dispute, that deaths 
from either the lightnings or female eyes, or 
the coldness of female bosoms, are not tne sub- 
ject of any return. At evening-parties, the 
waltz and polka demonstrate the amicable 
footing on which the two sexes live. Instead 
of holding out that she is to be sighed for by 
many, and will, at the utmost, take one, and 
kill off the rest, the young lady, with that 
submissiveness and courtesy which mark a 
high civilization, and which was doubtless 
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designed to be the highest development of her 
nature, does not now object that the question 
should rather be : Who is going to take her ? 
Since Womnn has thus been put into her 
proper social attitude, we see how much 
sweetness has been infused into those assem- 
blies where the two soxes meet ; barring, 
indeed, certain competitions which occasion- 
ally take place amongst the ladies themselves 
with regard to particular swains, and the lit- 
tle jealousies which will thence arise — a 
trivial incidental drawback from a great good. 

From Household Words. 

SILKEN CHEMISTRY. 

Most persons are familiar with analyses of 
various minerals and vegetables, made with a 
view of ascertaining and determining their rel- 
ative degrees of purity. But a method by 
which such a delicate fabric as silk is capable 
of being assayed ; of being put through a fire 
and water ordeal, flung into a crucible, and 
brought out free from all impurities, is a 
novelty of a rather startling nature ; for who 
ever dreamt that silk is adulterated ? 

Silk is, from its nature, more susceptible 
of absorbing moisture than any other fibrous 
article. In fact, it approaches in this respect 
to the quality of sponge : well-dried silk, 
when placed in a damp situation, will very 
rapidly absorb five or six per cent, of moist- 
ure ; and, being very dear and being always 
sold by weight, this property gives large op- 
portunity for fraud ; yet it is not the only 
channel for mal-practices. Silk, as spun by 
the silk- worm, contains amongst its fibres, in 
very minute portions, a quantity of resin, 
6Ugar, salt, &c., to the extent generally of 
twenty-four per cent, of the entire weight. 

This peculiarity leads to the fraudulent ad- 
mixture of further quantities of gum, sugar, 
and even of fatty substances, to give weight 
to the article ; consequently, when a dealer or 
manufacturer sends a quantity of raw silk to 
a throwster, to be spun into silk thread, it is 
no unusual thing to find it heavily charged 
with adulterate matters. When he sends that 
silk to be dyed he will find out the loss, pro- 
vided the dyer does not follow up the system 
by further adulteration. 

The presence of foreign substances in the 
silk is futal to proper dyeing ; hence the 
dyer proceeds to get rid of them by means of 
boiling the silk in soap and water. As silk 
thread becomes charged with foreign matters 
to various degrees, given weights of several 
samples will contain very different lengths. 
In this way manufacturers are often deceived 
in the produce of various parcels of thrown 
silks after coming from the loom. 

In our own country, great as have been the 
strides made by most branches of manufac- 
ture, the silk-spinner or weaver has quietly 


borne all these evils and disappointments in 
deepest ignorance of the Chemistry of Silk, 
and perhaps believing that “ Where ignorance 
is bliss, *t is folly to be wise.” He alone, of 
all the workers, has neglected to seek the 
friendly aid of the chemist. 

Possibly it is this indifference to science, 
which has left the silk manufacturer so fur 
behind every other son of industry. It is 
notorious that, whilst our cotton, linen, and 
woollen manufactories have been multiplied 
ten-fold during the last score of years, those 
of silk goods have made scarcely any progress. 
The manufacturers are themselves perfectly 
aware of this startling fact, and it was but a 
few months since that a memorial was pre- 
sented from them to the legislature, praying 
that all remaining protection on their goods 
might be removed, as the only hope of giving 
a new vitality to their slumbering trade. 

The truth is, that Frenchmen are more 
keenly alive to the value of science in connec- 
tion with manufacture than ourselves. Whilst 
our silk manufacturers have gone on upon the 
old, well-beaten track, those of France have 
enlisted in their behalf the services of the 
chemist, who has brought their raw material 
as completely under bis analytical control as 
subtle gas or ponderous ore. lie has demon- 
strated to a nicety that its relative purity, its 
strength, its elasticity, its durability, its 
structure, the very size and weight of each 
separate fibre, may be shown ana registered 
with precision and certainty. He tells the 
manufacturer the actual amount of latent 
moisture contained in a pound of silk; he 
shows him how much natural gum, resin, and 
sugar, every bale comprises ; he points out 
how much lighter his thread should be after 
the processes of spinning and dyeing; and, 
more valuable still, he indicates the most 
profitable use to which every bale of raw silk 
is applicable : that whilst one parcel is best 
adapted for the manufacture of satin, another 
may be better employed for plain silk, another 
for velvet, and so on to the end. 

In France, Italy, and other parts of conti- 
nental Europe, the assaying, or, as it is there 
technically termed, the “ conditioning of 
silk,” is carried on under the sanction of the 
municipal authorities, in establishments called 
Conditioning Houses. The quantity thus 
assayed is published weekly for the informa- 
tion of the trade with as much regularity as 
a Price Current. In this way we may find 
it publicly notified that, in the Conditioning 
House at Lyons there were during last year 
five millions, thirty-seven thousand, six Hun- 
dred and twenty-eight pounds of silk assayed ; 
at Milan, three millions, four hundred and 
sixty-six thousand, six hundred and ninety- 
one pounds, and other large quantities at ot. 
Etienne, Turin, Zurich, Elberfeid, and other 
places. 
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Of 60 much importance has this process 1 
been deemed in France that, in 1841, a royal 
ordonnance was passed, setting forth the ascer- 
tained weight which silk loses by the con- 
ditioning process, and which is eleven per 
cent. This eleven per cent., added to the 
weight of the silk after the ordeal it lias gone 
through, makes up what is termed its mer-' 
chantable weight. 

The French have brought to our doors the 
means of accomplishing what they have prac- 
tised, during the last twenty years, with so 
much advantage. These means are no fur- 
ther removed from us than Broad Street 
Buildings, in the city, in premises lately oc- 
cupied by one of the many colonial bubble 
companies which have so multiplied during 
the past half century. Science has estab- 
lished herself where humbug so recently sat 
enthroned. 

We have paid a visit to these premises. 
The first operation we beheld was that of de- 
termining the humidity of silk. Eleven per 
cent, is tne natural quantity in all silk, but 
from various causes this is nearly always 
much exceeded. Several samples of the arti- 
cles having been taken from a bale, they are 
weighed in scales, capable of being turned 
by naif a grain. Two of these samples are 
then placed in other scales, equally delicate 
and true ; one end of which, containing the 
sample, being immersed in a copper cylinder 
heated by steam to two hundred and thirty 
degrees of Fahrenheit, the other, with the 
weights, being enclosed within a glass case. 
The effect of this hot-air bath is rapidly seen ; 
the silk soon throws off its moisture, becomes 
lighter, and the scale with the weights begins 
to sink. In this condition it is kept until no 
further loss of weight is perceived ; — the 
weight which the silk is found to have lost 
being the exact degree of its humidity. The 
natural eleven per cent, of humidity being 
allowed for, any loss beyond that shows the 
degree of artificial moisture which the silk 
contains. 

To determine the amount of foreign matters 
contained in a sample of silk, the parcels — 
after a most mathematical weighing — are 
boiled in soap and water, for several hours. 
They are then conveyed to the hot-air cham- 
bers’, subjected to two hundred and thirty 
degrees of heat, and finally weighed. It will 
be found now that silk of the greatest purity 
has lost not only its eleven per cent, of moist- 
ure, but a further twenty-four per cent, in 
the various foreign matters boiled out of it. 
But should the article have been in any way 
tampered with, the loss is not unusually as 
muon as thirty or thirty-two per cent. 

The assaying the lengths of silk is done by 
ruling off four hundred yards of the fibre, and 
weighing that quantity; the finer the silk, 


the lighter will these four hundred yards be. 
But as this gossamer fibre is liable to break, 
a beautiful contrivance exists for instantly 
arresting the reel on which it is being wound 
off, in order that it may be joined and the 
reoling continued. Another means exists for 
stopping the reel immediately the four hun- 
dred yards are obtained. 

The degree of elasticity is shown by a del- 
icate apparatus which stretches one thread 
of the silk until it breaks, a tell-tale dial and 
band marking the point of fracture. Equally 
ingenious and precise is the apparatus for 
testing what is termed the “ spin” of the 
silk ; — its capability of being twisted round 
with great velocity without in any way being 
damaged in tenacity or strength. 

The last process is also purely mechanical. 
A hank of the silk, on its removal from the 
boiling-off cistern, is placed upon a hook; 
and, by means of a smooth round stick passed 
through it, a rapid jerking motion is given to 
it, which, after some little time, throws up a 
certain degree of glossy brightness. This 
power of testing its lustre is employed to 
ascertain its suitability for particular pur- 
poses. Should it come up very brilliantly, 
the article will be pronounced adapted for a 
fine satin ; with less lustre upon it, it may 
be set aside for gros de Naples, or velvet, and 
in this way the manufacturer can determine 
beforehand to what purpose he shall apply his 
silk, and so avoid frequent disappointment 
and loss. In short, instead of working in the 
dark and by chance, he works by chemical 
rules of undeviating correctness. 

After each of the above assays, or condi- 
tionings, the owner of the silk is supplied 
for a small fee with an authenticated certifi- 
cate of its various qualities. 


A Treatise on the Law and Practice relating 
to Letters Patent for Inventions. By John Pax- 
ton Norman, Esq., M. A., of the Inner Temple, 
Barrister-at-law. 

The changes effected by the late act on the im- 
portant subject of patents render a fresh account 
of the law desirable ; and Mr. Norman’s treatise 
is a book that may be safely recommended. Clear 
and well-arranged, comprehensive in its leading 
principles, yet terse in their expression, it is per- 
vaded by a spirit of good sense, without which 
science of any kind becomes a dry husk, and law 
especially a mere bundle of arbitrary dicta. It 
will be understood that this is really a treatise 
on the law of patents, in which principles are 
digested from the statutes and decisions, ex- 
pressed in a terse and soholarly manner, and not 
a mere commentary on a leading act of Parlia- 
ment ; though perhaps the volume would have 
been improved by the addition of the last statute. 
— Spectator . 
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Trom Eliza Cook’s Journal. 

THE SCULPTOR’S CAREER. 

I. — BEGINNINGS. 

We are about to relate in the following 
pages the true story of an artist — one of the 
very greatest that England has yet produced*. 

The first scene lies in a shop, in New Street, 
Covent Garden — a very small shop, full of 

E laster casts, by selling which the worthy 
ut humble proprietor managed to maintain 
himself, his wife, and his two boys. Arranged 
on the shelves around the shop and in the 
window were casts from the antique, which 
appealed to the classical tastes — casts of the 
Niobe, of the far-famed Venus de Medicis — 

The bending statue that enchants the world — 

of Hercules, Ajax, Achilles, and many more ; 
but these were for the few, and art in Eng- 
land was then but in its infancy. For the 
less refined and more ordinary tastes there 
were casts of George II. , then king ; of Lord 
Howe, and Admiral Hawke, then in the 
heights of their fame — the naval darlings of 
England; of the brave General Wolfe, who 
had gloriously fallen during that year (we 
are now speaking of the year 1759) on the 
heights of Quebec, and with the praises of 
whoso gallantry all England was then ring- 
ing ; and there were also to be observed a few 
busts of the prominent- featured William Pitt, 
then a young man, but already a recognized 
orator in the English Commons. Such were 
the mute humanities of the shop shelves ; and 
from them we turn to the living inmates. 

Tho master of the place might be observed, 
through a glass door which separated the 
little back room from the front shop, busily 
engaged in moulding a figure of one of the 
new popular men of the day — Admiral 
Boscawen, who had recently sprung into fame 
by reason of a victory he had gained over the 
French fleet off Cape Lagos. In the front 
shop, waiting for customers, we find a woman, 
and a boy — indeed, we might almost say a 
mere child. The woman is hanging anxiously 
over some lines the child is busily engaged 
in drawing with black chalk upon the paper 
before him. He has books on either side of 
him, which he takes up and reads from time 
to time, when fatigued by stooping over his 
drawing. The little fellow is propped up in 
a high chair, so that he can overlook the 
counter, on which his drawing and reading 
materials are laid. The chair is stuffed round 
with cushions, so that the poor little fellow may 
sit soft upon his day-long seat. Poor, pale, 
placid little boy ; debarred by disease ana de- 
bility from taking any share in the amuse- 
ments of his age, and doomed to sit there 
from day to day under his patient and watch- 
ful mother’s eye, who springs to do his every 
’-tic bidding. 


“ God tempers the wind to the shorn lamb,” 
it is said, ana truly. You had but to watch 
the sparkle of that boy’s bright eye, and the 
blush that mantled his cheek, when some 
object of beauty, embodving a fine action or a 
noble idea, was placed before him ; or when 
he took up the book which lay by his side 
and thereupon endeavored to design with bis 
chalk the actions therein narratea ; or when 
some chance visitor, interested in the poetic 
little invalid, talked to him of great poets, 
sculptors, and heroes — you had but to ob- 
serve the rapt interest ana enthusiasm of the 
boy on such occasions to be persuaded that, 
suffering and feeble though ho was in body, 
his mind was quick to feel beauty in all its 
aspects, and that he revelled in intellectual 
delights of the rarest sort. Moreover, the 
boy was always cheerful, though grave in his 
manner ; he was patient and uncomplaining, 
though he ofttimes regretted that be could 
not go out to feel and enjoy the sun and the 
sight of the green trees in the parks like other 
boys. 

The soul of our cripple invalid was the soul 
of a true genius, and behind that shop-counter 
it obtained its first impulse towards art. 
Theso casts from the antique and stucco medal- 
lions which surrounded the boy, and preached 
beauty to him from the mean shelves — com- 
paratively worthless though to many they 
might appear — were the source of many 
beautiful and noble inspirations, which ger- 
minated in noble works in tho boy’s after life. 
It has been said that tho soul of every man 
of genius is a mirror which he carries about 
with him wherever he goes ; and it is only by 
tracing the artist from his infancy that we 
discover the circumstances to which he owes 
in maturer years his genius and his success. 

A customer entered the little shop one day. 
He was . an elderly man, mild, benevolent, 
and gentle-looking — seeming by his dress to 
be a clergyman. No sooner had the bell hung 
at the back of the front shop-door, which was 
closed to keep out the cold from the little in- 
valid — no sooner had it sounded and inti- 
mated the approach of a customer, than the 
master of the shop emerged from the back 
apartment, and approached, cap in hand, to 
wait upon the gentleman. 

“ Good day, John,” said the visitor; “1 
have brought with me a small figure for you 
to mend. My servant, in dusting this 4 Helene, ’ 
has had the misfortune to chip off an arm, 
you see.” 

“ And abeautiful thing it is, Mr. Mathews,” 
said the man ; “ beautiful indeed — a very 
gem. Yes, I will mend it while you stay. 
Plaster of Paris hardens in no time ; and 
you may take it with you, unless you would 
prefer that I send it by a messenger.” 

“No, I will wait,” said Mr. Mathews; 
and thereupon the image-maker retired into 
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the back apartment to proceed with the 
work. 

A child’s cough from behind the counter 
here startled the clergyman’s ear, and he 
peeped over. The invalid boy was not mounted 
on his usual cushioned seat at the counter 
that day, but sat on a small chair behind it, 
with a larger chair before him, on which lay 
a book he was apparently engaged in read- 
ing. The clergyman was struck by the fine 
clear eyes of the boy, and his large beautiful 
forehead, which gave him a look of intelligence 
(hr beyond his years. 

“ What are you busy with there, my boy ?” 
he asked. 

The youth raised himself upon his crutches, 
bowed, and said, “ Sir, it is a Latin book, and 
I am trying to learn it.” 

“ A Latin book ? Let me see it.” 

And the benevolent clergyman stooped over 
for the book. It was a Cornelius Nepos , 
which the boy’s father had picked up at some 
cheap bookstall, for fourpence. 

“ Very good,” said Mr. Mathews ; “ but 
tli is is not the proper book. I ’ll bring you a 
right one to-morrow.” 

“ Thank you, sir, thank you,” said the 
boy. 

From that introduction to the little boy 
behind the shop-counter an acquaintance be- 
gan, which, the Rev. Mr. Matnews used to 
say, “ ripened into one of the best friendships 
of my life.” And, strange to say, he after- 
wards regarded it as an honor and a distinc- 
tion to reckon that poor stucco-plasterer's boy 
as his friend. 

Mr. Mathews was as good as his word. He 
brought several books to the little boy ; 
amongst others, Homer and Don Quixote , in 
both of which the youth ever after took im- 
mense delight. His mind was soon full of the 
heroism which breathed through the pages of 
Homer; and with the stucco Ajaxes and 
Achilleses about him, looming along the shop 
shelves, the ambition took possession of him, 
that he too would design and embody in poetic 
forms these majestic heroes. The black chalk 
was at once in his hand, and the enthusiastic 
young artist labored in a “ divine despair” to 
body forth the shapes and actions of the 
Greeks and the Troians. Like all youthful 
efforts, of course the designs were crude. 
The proud father one day showed them to 
Roubilliac, the eminent sculptor, but he turned 
from them with a “ Pshaw!” He saw no in- 
dications of talent in them. What could be 
expected of a child, then only seven years 
old ? But the boy had the right stuff in him ; 
he had industry and patience — patience, 
which Buffon has defined genius to be. The 
solitary boy labored at his books, and draw- 
ings, and models, incessantly. He essayed 
his young powers in modelling figures in plas- 


ter of Paris, in wax, and in clay, some of 
which are to this day preserved — not so much 
because of their ment, as because they are 
curious as the first halting efforts of true 
genius. 

The boy could not yet walk, though he was 
learning to hobble about on crutches, at the 
time when George II. died. He could not ac- 
company his father to see the procession at 
the coronation of George III. ; but he pleaded 
earnestly that he should have one of the 
medals which were that day to be distributed 
among the crowd. The father struggled to 
rocure one for his poor cripple-boy at homo ; 
ut no! In the scramble for the medals, 
stronger and more agile persons pushed the 
image-seller to one side ; he obtained a plated 
button, bearing the stamp of a horse and 
jockey, which he presented to his son as “ the 
coronation medal.” The boy expressed his 
surprise at such a device, and not long after 
he found out that he had been deceived. The 
father did not think of the moral injury he had 
done to the boy by his piece of acted deceit, 
well-intentioned though it might be : such 
things are not forgotten, and they are always 
injurious. But the fine nature of this boy 
could endure much, and he outlived the little 
wrong. 

One of his practices at this time was to take 
impressions or all seals and medals that pleased 
him, and it was for this that he bad longed 
for the “ coronation medal.” What he made 
of the horse and jockey, we have not been in- 
formed ; but, when once reminded, after he 
had become a man, of these early childish 
pursuits, he observed — “We are never too 
young to learn what is useful, nor too old to 
grow wise and good.” 

One day, the boy had been rambling in the 
parks — for a sudden flush of health came upon 
him about his tenth year, which enabled nim 
to throw aside his crutches — and on his re- 
turn, his mother sprang to meet him. 

“Johnny!” she exclaimed, “you’ll not 
guess? I have just had Mr. Mathews here, 
and — what do you think?” 

“ Well, mother, has he brought me the 
Homer back ? He promised it some of these 
days.” 

“ No, Johnny, not that ; guess again. But 
no, you can never guess. Well, then, he has 
invited you to his own house, where you are 
to meet Mrs. Barbauld, the lady that writes 
the beautiful stories, you know ; and Mrs. 
Mathews, the clergyman’s beautiful lady, has 
romised to read and explain Homer to you 
erself! Well, now isn’t our Johnny rising 
in the world?” 

“ Capital !” cried the youth, clapping his 
hands. 

“ Well, now,” continued his mother, “ I 
must have your face washed, and your pretty 
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hair brushed, and your Sunday clothes put 
on ; for you are going to meet ladies at a 
party, you know.” 

“ Well, dear mother, be it so ; but be quick, 
will you ? for I am so anxious to go.” 

And sure enough, about five o’clock in the 
evening twilight a little boy might be observed 
humbly knocking at the door of an elegant 
house in Rathbone Place. He was plainly but 
neatly dressed — diminutive in figure, and 
slightly deformed ; his features, usually pal- 
lid, were flushed on this occasion, as they 
well might be — his whole frame being in a 
glow with anticipated pleasure and delight. 

The door was opened by a waiting-man, 
who gazed with surprise at the boy when he 
told his errand — that he had “ come to the 
party.” 

“Wait in the lobby, my boy — there may 
bo some mistake ;” and he ran upstairs to the 
drawing-room, where were Mrs. Montague, 
Mrs. Chapone, and Mrs. Barbauld, with the 
lady of the house. The servant explained his 
message. 

“ Show up John Flaxman,” she said at 
once, her eye brightening ; and, turning to 
Mrs. Barbauld — “This is the little boy I 
told you of. lie is really a fine fellow, with 
the true soul of a genius. I really believe he 
has in him the germs of a great man ; and 
such as we, who have means and leisure, can- 
not bestow them better than in carefully fos- 
tering what may prove a source of general 
happiness and blessings. You call me an 
enthusiast, I know,” continued Mrs. Ma- 
thews, with a fascinating smile ; “ but I have 
invited this boy to show you that in this case 
I have not been ‘ zealous overmuch.’ ” 

And so saying, the little visitor, John Flax- 
man, was ushered into the drawing-room. 


11. — PROGRESS. 

• 

Many a delightful evening — for long years 
after remembered by John Flaxman with 
pleasure and affection and gratitude — did the 
young artist spend bv the fire-side of Mrs. 
Mathews and her kind-hearted husband. She 
read Homer, Virgil, and Milton, pointing out 
their beauties, explaining their ideas, and 
discoursing from time to time upon the char- 
acters whicn move across their pages. It was 
a great opportunity for the boy, and he was 
wise enough to profit by it. Under Mrs. 
Mathew’s eye, he began the study of Latin 
and Greek, which he prosecuted at home. 
He used to bring with nim, too, his bit of 
charcoal, and while the accomplished lady 
commented on the pictorial beauty of Homer’s 
poetry, the boy by her side eagerly endeavored 
to embody upon paper, in outline forms, such 
passages as caught his fancy. 

A beautiful picture this, of the accomplished 
woman turning aside from the glittering 


society in which she had her allotted place, 
to devote her evenings to the intellectual cul- 
ture of a poor, illiterate, unknown plaster- 
cast-seller’s boy ! Thanks, however, to her 
kind core and culture, the boy did not remain 
unknown ; the genius thus cherished, in due 
time revealed itself — for from the chisel of 
Flaxman have come some of the noblest works 
of art which England has ever produced. 
And when Flaxman ’s praise is sounded, in 
justice to her memory let the name of the 
good Mrs. Mathews, to whom he owed so 
much, be affectionately remembered. 

Many of these juvenile productions — exe- 
cuted at Mrs. Mathew’s piae — are still in ex- 
istence, and display much quiet loveliness as 
well as sometimes graphic power. Yet not 
long before this, Mortimer, the artist, to whopi 
the boy exhibited his drawing of a human 
eye, exclaimed to him, “ What sir ! is that 
an oyster ? ” The sensitive boy was very much 
hurt, and took care not to show his drawings 
to artists for some time to come ; for artists, 
though themselves very thin-skinned, are dis- 
posed to be rather savage in their criticisms 
of others. But an artist and a sculptor the 
boy Flaxman had now determined to be ; and 
he labored at self- improvement with all pos- 
sible zeal and industry. He modelled and 
drew almost incessantly. He was mainly his 
own teacher, as every truly great man must 
be. He used all helps to forward him in his 
studies, gathering his knowledge from all 
sources, and ready often to invent methods 
for himself, after a kind of inspiration in 
which true genius is usually so apt. 

The boy found patrons and helpers, too. 
Some of the visitors at Mrs. Mathews’, greatly 
admiring his designs after Homer, desired to 
possess some drawings by the same hand; 
and Mr. Crutchley, of Sunning-hill Park, gave 
him a commission to draw a set for him in 
black chalk. His first commission ! What a 
great event was that in the boy’s life ! A 
physician’s first fee, a lawyer’s first retainer, 
an actress’ first night behind the footlights, 
a legislator’s first speech in the Commons, an 
author’s first book, are not any of them more 
full of interest and anxiety than is the first 
commission to the artist ! And the boy-artist 
well and duly executed his first commission ; 
it was a set of six drawings of subjects from 
antiquity, chiefly after Homer — and he was 
both well-praised and well-paid for his work. 

Still he went on studying. His kind friend 
Mr. Mathews guarded him against indulgence 
in vanity — that besetting sin of clever youths 
— but Flaxman knew too well his own de- 
fects, and he relaxed not in his labors, but 
only applied himself more closely than before. 
He was fifteen when he entered a student at 
the Royal Academy. He might then bo seen 
generally in the company of Blake and Stot- 
nard — young men of kindred tastes and 
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genius — gentle and amiable, yet earnest in 
their love of art, which haunted them as a 
passion. In Blake’s eyes there shone a mys- 
terious wildness, which early excited the 
suspicion of his fellow-students as to his 
sanity. But the man of genius is very often 
hovering on the brink of madness ; and the 
“ divine phrenzy” sometimes overpowers him. 
Young Flaxman saw in Blake only the kiryi 
and affectionate friend — sensitive like him- 
self, glad to retire from the bnstle of academic 
pursuits, and commune together about art and 
poetry, and the subjects to which the latter 
gave rise. All three — Flaxman, Blake, and 
Stothard, thus cultivated together the art Of 
ready design — and the three, all in their day, 
we believe, illustrated Paradise Lost. Flax- 
man, however, gradually became known among 
the students, notwithstanding his retiring dis- 
position, and great things were expected of 
him. Nor were these expectations disap- 
pointed. In his fifteenth year he gained the 
silver prize, and next year he became a can- 
didate for the gold one. 

The boy had now become a young man, 
with the incipient down of manhood on his 
lip. He had the air, the self-possession, and 
gravity of a man, yet all the simplicity and 
bashfulness of a child. His early delicacy, 
and inability to take port in the games of 
childhood, cast a shadow over his face in 
future years. Though slender in figure, he 
looked older than he seemed. Yet he did not 
lack in activity of limb and body — standing 
now in no need of crutches, which he had 
long since abandoned. The light of his soul 
shone through his eyes, which possessed a 
marvellous brilliancy, indicating the true tem- 
perament of genius. 

Of course, everybody prophesied that young 
Flaxman would carry off the gold medal ; 
there was no student who, for ability and in- 
dustry, was to be compared with him ; and 
when his candidature for the medal was known , 
all his folio w-students shouted out in one 
voice, “ Flaxman ! Flaxman !” as if none but 
he was worthy to win the prize. 

The eventful day arrived. Old Flaxman — 
who had now removed his shop into the 
Strand, opposite Durham Yard — was busy 
with a popular bust of the Duke of York ; but 
he was so agitated by the thought of his son’s 
eventful competition, that he could not go on 
with his work ; he felt like a fish out of water 
— oould not sit, nor stand, nor settle down to 
anything, “ but was all over queer like,” 
peeping out along the pavement from time to 
time, to discern, if he could, the elate figure 
of his son marching homeward with the gold 
medal of the Academy. The hours slowly 
passed by, and late in the day John Flaxman 
entered his father’s door. The old man sprang 
up at the sound of his footstep, and ran to 


meet him. The boy’s face was downcast, and 
even paler than usual. 

“ Well, John, what of the medal ?” 

“ I have lost it, father.” 

There was a minute of perfect silence — 
neither spoke ; at length the father said — 

“ Well, John, you must stick to it again, 
like a Trqjan ; never say die ! But who has 
got it?” 

“ Englcheart. I am sure I wish him well ; 
but I cannot help thinking that I deserved the 
prize. However, be that as it may, I am de- 
termined, if I live, yet to model works that 
the Academy will be proud to recognize.” 

“ Said like a true Flaxman, John. Cheer 
up ! You will take the medal yet.” 

“I will not try again, father ; but I will do 
better. Only give me time, and I will show 
them something beyond an Academy prize 
model.” 

This failure on the part of the young Flax- 
man was really of service to him. Defeats do 
not cast down the resolute-hearted, but only 
serve to call forth their power of will ana 
resolution. He redoubled his efforts — spared 
no pains with himself — designed and mod- 
elled incessantly, and labored diligently and 
perseveringly in the work of self-improvo 
ment. 

But poverty threatened the household of his 
poor father, the profits of whoso trade, at that 
day by no means remunerative, but barely 
served to “ keep the wolf from the door.” So 
the youth was under the necessity of curtail- 
ing his hours of study in order to devote a 
larger portion of bis time to the bread-and- 
cheese department. Ho laid aside his Homer 
and took up his plaster- trowel. lie forsook 
Milton to multiply stucco casts. He was 
found willing to work in any department of 
his calling, so that he might thereby earn 
money. To this drudgery of his art he served 
a long and rude apprenticeship ; but it did 
him good. It familiarized him with work, 
and cultivated in him the spirit of patience. 
The discipline may have been rough, but it 
was wholesome. Happily, the young Flax- 
man’s skill in design had reached the ears of 
one of the great patrons of art in those days — 
Josiah Wedgwood, the Staffordshire potter, 
who sought out the lad with the view of em- 
ploying him in the improvement of his 
crockery- ware. It may seem a very humble 
department of art to have labored in ; but 
really it was not so. A true artist may be 
laboring in the highest vocation, even while 
he is sketching a design for a teapot or a din- 
ner-plate. Articles which are in daily use 
among the people, and are before their eyes 
at every meal they sit down to, may be made 
the vehicles of art education to all, and min- 
ister to their highest culture. Even the best 
artist may thus be conferring a much greater 
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practical benefit upon his countrymen than by 
painting an elaborate picture, which he may 
6ell for a thousand pounds to a lord , to be by 
him forthwith carried off to his country palace, 
and virtually hidden there. 

The enterprising Joeiah Wedgwood was a 
most energetic man, possessed of great public 
spirit. lie desired to push his trade, and 
while he benefited himself he also sought to 
improve the public tastes. Before his day, 
the designs which figured upon our china and 
stone-ware were of a hideous description — 
bad in drawing, bad in design, and bad in 
execution. Josiah W edgwood found out Flax- 
man. 

“ Well, my lad,” said he to him, “ I have 
heard that you are a good draughtsman and a 
clever designer. I ’m a pot manufacturer — 
name, Wedgwood. Now I want you to design 
some models for me — nothing fantastic, you 
know, but simple, tasteful, and correct in 
drawing. I ’ll pay you well. Do you under- 
stand? You don r t think the work beneath 
you? Eh?” 

“ By no means, sir,” answered young Flax- 
man ; “ indeed, the work is quite to my taste. 
Give me a few days — call again, and you 
shall see what I can do.” 

“ That ’b right — work away. Mind, I am 
in want of them now. They are for pots of 
all kinds — teapots, jugs, teacups and saucers. 
But especially I want designs for a table-ser- 
vice. Begin with that. I mean to supply 
one for the royal table. Now, think of that, 
young man. What you design is meant for 
the eyes of royalty ! ” 

“ I will do my best, sir, I assure you.” 

And the kind gentleman bustled out of the 
shop as he hud come in. 

Flaxman did his best. By the time that 
Mr. Wedgwood next called upon him, he had 
a numerous series of models prepared for vari- 


ous pieces of earthen ware. They consisted 
chiefly of small groups in very low relief — the 
subjects taken from ancient verse and history. 
Many of them are still in existence, and some 
are equal in beauty and simplicity to his after 
designs for marble. The celebrated Etruscan 
vases, many of which were to be found in 
public museums and in the cabinets of the 
curious, furnished him with the beet examples 
of form, and these he embellished with his 
own elegant devices. Stuart's Athens , then 
recently published, also furnished him with 
specimens of the purest-shaped Greek utensils, 
and he was not slow to adopt the best of 
them, and work them up into new and won- 
dr ous shapes of elegance and beauty. Flax- 
man then saw that he was laboring iq a great 
work — no less than the promotion of popular 
education ; and he was proud, in after life, to 
allude to these his early labors, by which he 
was enabled at the same time to cultivate his 
love of the beautiful, to diffuse a taste for art 
among the people, and to replenish his own 
purse while he greatly promoted the prosperi- 
ty of his friend and benefactor. 

Engaged in such labors os these, for several 
years Flaxman executed but few works of art, 
and then at rare intervals, lie lived a quiet, 
secluded, and simple lifo, working during the 
day and sketching and reading in the evenings. 
He was so poor that he had os yet been only 
able to find plaster of Paris for his works — 
marble was too dear a material for him. He 
had hitherto executed only one statue in the 
latter material, and that was a commission. 

At length, in the year 1782, when twenty- 
seven years of age, he quited his father’s roof 
and rented a small house and studio in War- 
dour Street, Soho ; and, what was more, he 
married a wife — an event which proved to 
him of no small consequence, as we shall find 
from the events in his future history. 


Anecdote op General Washington. — To- 
wards the fall of the year 177o, General Wash- 
ington and staff visited Chelsea on horseback, to 
view the features of the land thereabouts. They 
went from the camp in Cambridge, through Med- 
ford and Malden, and stopped by the way for 
rest and refreshment at the residence of Mr. John 
Dexter, situated in Malden, by the brook, just 
before you enter the central village on the north 
side of the old road leading from Medford. This 
house was about fifteen rods from the street, and 
distinguished for its convenience and the beauty 
of its situation, having many stately elm trees 
growing in regular lines in an open park in front, 
besides others growing by the roadside near, and 
was thus well calculated to tempt a troup of 
weary horsemen on a summer’s day to dismount, 
to enjoy the coolness of the shade and the hos- 
pitalities of the mansion. Here Washington and 


his suite alighted, and, after hitching their horses 
under the trees, entered the house by invitation 
of Mr. Dexter, and partook of refreshments. When 
the party came out to remount their horses, one 
of the gentlemen accidentally knocked off a stone 
from one of the walls which run along from the 
house to the street outside of the rows of trees. 
Washington remarked to him that he had better 
replace the stone. The officer, having remounted, 
replied, “ No, I will leave that for somebody else 
to do.” Washington then went quietly and re- 
placed the stone himself, saying, as he did so, “ I 
always make it my rule when visiting a place to 
leave things in as good order as I find them.” 

This incident was related to us by Captain 
Richard Dexter, the son of the said John Dexter, 
who was a witness of the facts related, and at the 
time about nineteen years of age. — Bunker Hill 
Aurora . 
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From the Gentleman’s Magazine. 

A WORD UPON WIGS. 

When it is said that Hadrian was the first 
Roman emperor who wore a wig, nothing 
more is meant than that he was the first who 
avowedly wore one. They were common 
enough before his time. Caligula and Mes- 
salina put them on for purposes of disguise 
when they were abroad at night ; and Otho 
condescended to conceal his baldness with 
what he fain hoped his subjects would accept 
as a natural head of hair becoming to one who 
bore the name of Ccesar. 

As for the origin of wigs, the honor of the 
invention is attributed to the luxurious Iapy- 
gians in southern Italy. The Louvain theolo- 
gians, who published a French version of the 
Bible, affected however to discover the first 
mention of perukes in a passage in the fourth 
chapter of Isaiah. The Vulgate has these 
words: “ Dccalvabit Dominus verticem filia- 
rum Sion, et Dominus crinem earum nudabit 
this the Louvain gentlemen translated into 
French as follows : “ Le Seigneur dechevelera 
lc8 tetes des filles de Sion, et le Seigneur de- 
couvrira leurs perruques ;” the which, “ done 
into English,’’ implies that “ the Lord will 
pluck the hair from the heads of the daughters 
of Sion, and will expose their perriwigs.” 
In this free and easy translation the theolo- 
gians in question followed no less an authority 
than St. Paulinus of Nola, and thus had re- 
spectable warrant for their singular mistake. 

Allusions to wigs are frequently made both 
by historians and poets of the ancient times. 
W e know that they were worn by fashionable 
gentlemen in Palmyra and Baalbec, and that 
the Lycians took to them out of necessity. 
When their conqueror Mausoleus had ruth- 
lessly ordered ail their heads to be shaven, 
the poor Lycians felt themselves so supremely 
ridiculous that they induced the king’s general, 
Condales, by means of an irresistible bribe, to 
permit them to import wigs from Greece ; 
and the symbol of their degradation became 
the very pink of Lycian fashion. 

Hannibal was, as Captain Bluff says of him 
in Fielding’s Amelia, a very pretty fellow in 
his day. But for so stout a soldier he was on 
the article of perukes as finical as Jessamy 
and as particular as Ranger — as nice about 
their fashion as the former, and as philosoph- 
ical os the latter upon their look. Hanni- 
' bal wore them sometimes to improve, some- 
times to disguise his person ; ana, if he wore 
one long enough to spoil its beauty, he was as 
glad as the airy gentleman in The Suspicious 
Husband to (ling it aside when it wore a 
“ battered” aspect. Ovid and Martial cele- 
brate the gold-colored wigs of Germany. The 
latter writer is very severe upon the dandies 
and coquettes of his day, who thought to win 
attraction under a wig. Propertius, who 


could describe so tenderly and appreciate so 
well what was lovely in girlhood, whips his 
butterflies into dragons at the bare idea of a 
nymph in a toupee. Venus Anadyomene her- 
self would have had no charms for that gentle 
sigher of sweet and enervating sounds had she 
wooed him in borrowed hair. If he was not 
particular touching morals he was very strict 
concerning curls. 

If the classical poets winged their satirical 
shafts against wigs, these were as little spared 
by the mimic thunderbolts of the fathers, 
councils, and canons of the early’ church. 
Heathen poets and Christian elders could no 
more digest human hair than can the croco- 
dile, of whom dead, it is said, you may know 
how many individuals he devoured living, by 
the number of hair-balls in the stomach, 
which can neither digest nor eject them. The 
indignation of Tertulliun respecting these said 
wigs is something perfectly terrific. N >t 
less is that of St. Gregory of Nazianzen, who 
especially vouches for the virtue of his simple 
sister Gorgonia, for the reason that she neither 
cared to curl her own hair or repair its lack 
of beauty by the aid of a wig. The thunder 
of St. Jerome against these adornments was 
quite os loud as that of any of the fathers. 
They were preached against as unbecoming 
Christianity. Council after council, from the 
first at Constantinople to the last provinci.il 
council at Tours, denounced wigs even when 
worn in joke. “ There is no joke in the mat- 
ter,” exclaimed the exceedingly irate St. 
Bernard — “the woman who wears a wig 
commits a mortal sin.” St. John Chrysos- 
tom cites Sfc. Paul against the fashion, argu- 
ing that they who prayed or preached in wigs 
could not be said to worship or teach the 
word of God with head uncovered. “ Look,” 
says Cyprian to the wearers of false hair,” 
“look at the Pagans; they pray in veils — 
what better are you than Pagans if you come 
to prayers in perukes!” Many local synods 
would authorize no fashion of wearing the 
hair but straight. and short. This form was 
especially enjoined on the clergy generally. 
St. Ambrose os strictly enjoined the fashion 
upon the ladies of his diocese. “ Do not talk 
to me of curls,” said this hard-worded pre- 
late ; “ they are the lenocinia formse non 
praecepta virtutis !” The ladies smiled. It 
was to some such obdurate and beautiful 
rebels that Cyprian once gravely preached on 
the text chosen by Sidney Smith when he 
took leave of his fashionable congregation in 
Fitzroy Chapel — “Thou shalt not commit 
adultery !” “ Give heed to me, oh ye women,” 
said the older preacher ; “ adultery is a 
grievous sin, but she w r ho wears false hair is 
guilty of a greater!” It must have been a 
comfortable state of society when two angry 
ladies could exclaim to each other : N * “ You 
may say of me what yon please ; you may 
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charge me with breaking the seventh com- 
mandment, but, thank Heaven and Cyprian, 
you cannot accuse me of wearing a wig !” 

No pains were spared to deter women from 
this enormity. St. Jerome holds up the fate 
of Praetexta as a warning to all ladies addicted 
to the fashion of the world. Praetexta was a 
very respectable lady, married to a somewhat 
paganish husband, Hvmetius. Their niece, 
Eustochia, resided with them. At the insti- 
gation of the husband, Prcetexta took the shy 
Eustochia in hand, attired her in a splendid 
dress, and covered her fair neck witn ring- 
lets. Having enjoyed the sight of the modest 
maiden so attired, Praetexta went to bed. To 
that bed-side immediately descended an angel, 
with wrath upon his brow and billows of 
angry sounds roaring from his lips. “ Thou 
hast,” said the spirit, “ obeyed thy husband 
rather than the Lord ; and hast dared to 
touch the hair of a virgin consecrated to the 
service of Heaven, and hast made her look like 
a daughter of earth. For this do I wither up 
thy hands, and bid thee recognize the enor- 
mity of thy crime in the amount of thy 
anguish and bodily suffering. But five months 
more shalt thou live, and then hell shall be thy 
portion ; and if thou art bold enough to touch 
the head of Eustochia again, thy husband and, 
thy children shall die even before thee.” St. 
Jerome pledges himself for the truth of this 
story, and draws a moral therefrom which is 
exceedingly perplexing and utterly unintel- 
ligible. 

The ladies were more difficult of manage- 
ment than the clergy. The former were not 
to be terrified by the assurance that breaking 
an ordinance of man was a worse crime than 
breaking one of the commandments of God. 
The hair of the clergy was kept straight by 
decrees of forfeiture of revenues or benefice 
against incumbents who approached the 
altars with curls even of their natural hair. 
Pommades and scented waters were denounced 
as damnable inventions, but anathema was 
uttered against the priest guilty of wearing 
one single hair combed up above its fellows. 
Every one knows that the present worthy 
Bishop of Oxford is, in one respect, like “ the 
curled son of Clinias.” By that resemblance, 
however, his lordship would have been in the 
olden time ipsa facto excommunicate, accord- 
ing to the decree of the Council of Lateran 
(Gregory II.), which says, ” Quicumque ex 
clericis comain relaxavent, anathema sit.” 

“ All personal disguise,” says Tertullian, 
“ is adultery before God; all perukes, paint and 
powder are such disguises, and inventions of 
the devil : ergo” &c. This zealous individual 
appeals to personal as often as to religious 
feeling. If you will not fling away your 
false hair, says he, as hateful to Heaven, can- 
not I make it hateful to yourselves by remind- 
ing you that the false hair you wear may have 


come, not only from a criminal, but from a 
very dirty head — perhaps from the head of 
one already damned ? This was a very bard 
hit indeed, but it was not nearly so clover a 
stroke at wigs as that dealt by Clemens of 
Alexandria. The latter informed tho as- 
tounded wig-wearers that when they knelt at 
church to receive the blessing, they must bo 
good enough to recollect that the benediction 
remained on the wig, and did not pass through 
to the wearer ! This was a stumbling-block 
to tho people, many of whom, however, 
retained the peruke, and took their chance as 
to the transmission of the blessing. On sim- 
ilarly obstinate people Tertullian rushed with 
a hasty charge of ill-prepared logic : “ You 
were not born with wigs,” said he; “God 
did not give them to you. God not giving 
them, you must necessarily have received 
them from the devil !” It was manifest that 
so rickety a syllogism was perfectly incapable 
of shaking the lightest “ scratch” from a rea- 
soning Christian skull. 

Indeed, the logic of Tertullian, when lev- 
elled against wigs, is singularly faulty. Men 
of the world he points out as being given to 
over-scrupulous cleanliness. Your saint is 
dirty from an impulse of duty. Were ho 
otherwise, he might bo too seductive to the 
weaker sex ! This reminds me of a monk I 
once heard of when at Prague. He was 
blind, but ho had so fine a nose that ho boasted 
of being able to tell a saint from a sinner by 
the smell. The ichor distilled by the former 
gave forth an odur of sanctity, that was more 
savory to the blind monk than to worldly men 
content to live cleanly and do their duty in 
that state of life unto which it had pleased 
God to call them. 

Not only were the Scriptures pressed into 
service against those who wore false hair, or 
who dyed their own, but zealous Christian 
priests quoted even tho heathen writers to 
shame men out of the custom. It is a 
remarkable thing how very well acquainted 
these well-meaning, but somewhat overstrain- 
ing, personages were with the erotic points 
of heathendom. 

English ladies do not appear to have adopted 
the fashion of wearing wigs until about the year 
1550. J unius, in his Commentariuin de Cona, 
says that false hair came into use here about 
that time, and that such use had never before 
been adopted by English matrons. Some 
three hundred years before this the Benedic- 
tine monks at Canterbury, who were canons 
of tho cathedral, very pathetically represented 
to Pope Innocent Iv. that they were subject 
to catch very bad colds from serving in tho 
wide and chilly cathedral bareheaded. The 
pontiff gave them solemn permission to guard 
against catarrh, rheum, bronchitis, and 
I phthisis, by covering their hoads with the 
| nood common to their order, having especial 
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care, however, to fling back the hood at the 
reading of the Gospel and at the elevation of 
the Host. Zealous churchmen have been very 
indignant at the attempts made to prove that 
the permission of Innocent IV. might be con- 
strued as a concession to priests tor wearing 
wigs, if they were so minded. The question 
was settled at the great Council of England 
held in London in 1208. That council refused 
to sanction the wearing by olerics of “ quas 
vulgo coif as vocant,” except when they were 
travelling. In church and in presence of their 
bishop they were ordered to appear bare- 
headed. If a coif even was profane, a wig to 
this council would have taken the guise of the 
unpardonable sin. It is, however, well known, 
that though Rome forbade a priest to officiate 
with covered head, permission to do so was 
purchasable. In fact, the rule of Rome was 
not founded, as it was declared to be, on Scrip- 
ture. Permission was readily granted to the 
Romish priests in China to officiate with covered 
heads, as being more agreeable to the native 
idea there of what was seemly. Native senti- 
ment nearer home was much less regarded. 
Thus, when the Bulgarians complained to 
Pope Nicholas that their priests would not 
permit them to wear during church-time those 
head-wrappers or turbans which it was their 
habit never to throw off, the pontiff returned 
an answer which almost too* the brief and 
popular form of “ Serve you right !” and the 
Bulgarians took nothing by their motion. 

Our Anselm of Canterbury was as little 
conceding to the young and long-haired nobles 
of his day as was Pope Nicholas to the Bul- 
garians. Eadmer, a monk of Canterbury, 
relates that on one occasion (Ash Wednesday) 
the primate soundly rebuked the hirsute aris- 
tocracy, put them in penance, and refused 
them absolution until they had submitted to 
be close-shorn. The prelate in question would 
allow none to enter nis cathedral who wore 
either long or false hair. Against both, the 
objection remained for a lengthened period 
insuperable. When Henry I. of England was 
in France, Serron, Bishop of Seez, told him 
that Heaven was disgusted at the aspect of 
Christians in long hair, or wearing on manly 
heads locks that had perhaps come from 
women's brows ; they were as sons of Belial 
for so offending : “ Pervicaces filii Belial cap- 
ita sua com is mulierum ornant.” The king 
looked grave. The prelate insinuatingly iq- 
vited the father of his poople, who wore long 
if not false locks, to set a worthy example. 
“We ’ll think of it,” said the sovereign. “ No 
time like the present,” rejoined the prelate, 
who produced a pair of scissors from his epis- 
copal sleeve, and advanced towards Henry, 
prepared to sweep off those honors which the 
monarch would fain have preserved. But 
what was the sceptre of the prince to the 
lorceps of the priest ? The former meekly sat 
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down at the entrance to his tent, while Bishop 
Serron clipped him with the skilful alacrity of 
a Figaro. Noble after noble submitted to the 
same operation ; and while these were being 
docked by the more dignified clergy, a host 
of inferior ecclesiastics passed through the 
ranks of the grinning soldiers, and cut off hair 
enough to have made the fortunes of all tho 
perriwig-builders who rolled in gilded chariots 
during the palmy days of the “ Grand Mon- 
arque.” 

In what then but in profligate days could 
wigs have triumphed in England? Perriwigs 
established themselves victoriously — dividing 
even the Church — under Louis XIV. When 
a boy that king had such long and beautiful 
hair that it became the fashion for all classes 
to wear at least an imitation thereof. When 
Louis began to lose his own, he also took to 
false adornment, and full-bottomed wigs bade 
defiance to tho canons of the church. Charles 
II. did not bring the fashion with him to 
Whitehall. On the contrary he withstood it. 
Ho forbade the members of the university to 
wear perriwigs, smoke tobacco, or read their 
sermons. The members did all three, and 
Charles soon found himself doing the first two. 
On the 2d November, 1GG3, says Pepys — 
“ I heard the duke say that he was going to 
wear a perriwig ; and they say the king also 
will. I never till this day,” he adds, “ ob- 
served that the king was so mighty gray.” 
This perhaps was the reason that Charles 
stooped to assume what he had before de- 
nounced. Pepys himself had ventured upon 
the step in the previous May ; and what a 
business it was for the little man ! Hear him : 
— “8th. At Mr. Jervas’, my old barber. 
I did try two or three borders and perriwigs, 
meaning to wear one; and yet I have no 
stomach for it, but that the pains of keeping 
my hair dean is so great. He trimmed me, 
and at last I parted, out my mind was almost 
altered from my first purpose, from the trouble 
that I foresee will be in wearing them also.” 
He took some time to make up his mind, and 
only in October of the same year does he take 
poor Mrs. Pepys to “ my perriwig-maker’s, 
and there showed my wife tne perriwig made 
for me, and she likes it very well.” In April, 
1G65, the wig was in the hands of Jervas under 
repair. In tho mean time our old friend took 
to his natural hair ; but early in May we find 
him recording that “ this day, after I had 
suffered my own hay re to grow long, in order 
to wearing it, I find the convenience of perri- 
wiggs is so great that I have cut off all short 
again, and will keep to perri wiggs.” In tho 
autumn, on Sunday the 3d of September, tho 
wicked little gallant moralizes thus on “ perri- 
wiggs ” and their prospects : — “Up and. put 
on my colored silk suit, very fine, and my 
new perri wigg bought a good while since, but 
durst not wear, because the plague was in 
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Westminster, when I bought it; and it is a 
wonder what will be the fashion after the 
plague is done as to perriwiggs, for nobody 
will dare to buy any hayre for fear of the in- 
fection, that it had been cut off the heads of 
people dead of the plague.” The plague and 
fear thereof were clean forgotten before many 
months had passed, and in June, 16G6, Pepys 
“ walking in the galleries at Whitehall, I find 
the ladies of honor dressed in their riding 
garbs, with coats and doublets with deep skirts, 
just for all the world like mine ; and buttoned 
their doublets up their breasts, with perriwiggs 
and with hats ; so that, only for a long petti- 
coat dragging under their men’s coats, nobody 
could take them for women in any point what- 
ever, which was an odd sight, and a sight did 
not please me.” The moralist at Whitehall, 
however, could forget his mission when at 
“ Mercer’s.” There, on the 14th of August, 
1666, the thanksgiving day for the recent naval 
victory, after “ hearing a piece of the Dean of 
Westminster’s sermon,” diniug merrily, en- 
joying the sport at the Bear Garden, and letting 
off fireworks, the perriwigged philosopher, 
with his wife, Lady Penn, Pegg, and Nan 
Wright, kept it up at Mrs. Mercers after mid- 
night — “ and there mighty merry, smutting 
one another with candlegrease and soot, until 
most of us were like devils. And that being 
done, then wo broke up and to my house ; ana 
there I made them drink, and up stairs we 
went, and then fell into dancing, W. Batte- 
lier dancing well ; and dressing him and I, 
and one Mr. Banister, who with my wife came 
over also with us, like women ; and Mercer 
put on a suit of Tom’s, like a boy — and Mr. 
Wright and my wife and Pegg Penn put on 
pemewigs ; and thus we spent till three or four 
in the morning, mighty merry” — and in little 
trouble with the thought whether the skull 
which had afforded the hair for such perriwig 
were lying in the pest-fields or not. By the 
following year our rising gentleman grows ex- 
travagant in his outlay for such adornments, 
and he who had been content to wear a wig at 
235. , buys now a pair for 4/. 105. — “ mighty 
fine; indeed, toQ fine, I thought, for me.” 
And yet amazingly proud was the maccaroni 
of his purchase, recording two days afterwards 
that he had been“ to church, and with my 
mourning, very handsome, and new perriwig, 
made a great show.” 

Doubtless under James II. his perriwigged 
pate mode a still greater show, for then had 
wigs become stupendous in their architecture. 
The beaux who stood beneath them carried 
exquisite combs in their ample pockets, with 
which, whether in the Mall, at the rout, in the 
private box, or engaged in the laborious work 
of w making love,” they ever and anon combed 
their perukes, and rendered themselves irre- 
sistible. Wisdom was even then thought to 
be under the wig. “ A full wig,” says Far- 


quhar in his “ Love and a Bottle” (1698), 
“ is as infallible a token of wit as the laurel” 
— an assertion which I should never think of 
disputing. Tillotson is the first of our clergy 
represented in a wig, and that a mere substi- 
tute for the natural head of hair. “ I can re- 
member,” he says in oneof his sermons, “ since 
the wearing of the hair below the ears was 
looked upon as a sin of the first magnitude, 
and when ministers generally, whatever their 
text was, did either find or make occasion to 
reprove the great sin of long hair ; and if they 
saw any one in the congregation guilty in that 
kind, they would point him out particularly, 
and let fly at him with great zeal.” 

The victory at Ramilies introduced the 
Ramilies wig, with its peculiar, gradually 
diminishing plaited tail, and tie consisting of 
a great bow at top and a smaller one at the 
bottom. This wig survived till the reign of 
George III. The maccaronis of 1729 wore a 
“ macaw-like toupee and a portentous tail.” 
But when the French Revolution came in con- 
tact with any system — from the Gertnanic 
empire to perukes — that system perished in 
the collision. So perrivvigs ceased like the 
dynasty of the Doges of Venice ; and all that 
remains to remind us of bygone glories in the 
former way is to be found in the Ramilies tie, 
which still clings to court coats long after wigs 
had fallen from the head, never again to rise. 

Lady Wortley Montague makes a severe re- 
mark in her Letters, less against wigs, indeed, 
than their wearers. She is alluding to the al- 
leged custom in the East of branding every 
convicted liar on the forehead ; and adds, that 
if such a custom prevailed in England, the en- 
tire world of beaux here would have to pull 
their perriwigs down to their eyebrows. 

Tillotson, as I have noticed above, makes 
reference to the opposition which perukes met 
with from the pulpit. The hostility in that 
quarter in England was faint compared with 
the fiery antagonism which blazed m France. 
In the latter country, the privilege of wearing 
long hair belonged, at one time, solely to roy- 
alty. Lombard, Bishop of Paris, in the middle 
of the twelfth century, induced rojalty not to 
make the privilege common, but to abolish it 
altogether. The French monarchs wore their 
own hair cut short until the reign of Louis 
XIII. , who was the first King of France that 
wore a wig. To the fashion set by him is 
owing that France ultimately became the para- 
dise of perruquiers. In lo60 they first ap- 
peared on the heads of a few dandy abb£s. As 
Ireland in Edward Dwyer or “ Edward of the 
Wig,” has preserved the memory of the first 
of her sons who took to a perriwig, so France 
has handed down the Abbe de la Riviere, who 
died Bishop of Langres, as the ecclesiastical 
innovator on whose head first rested a wig, 
with all the consequences of such guilty out- 
rage of canonical discipline. The indignation 
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of strict churchmen was extreme, and, as the 
fashion began to spread among prelates, can- 
ons, and cures, the Bishop of Tool sat himself 
down and wrote a “ blast” against perukes, 
the wearing of which, he said, unchristian ized 
those who adopted the fashion. It was even 
solemnly announced that a man had better 
not pray at all, than pray with his head so 
corned. No profanity was intended when 
zealous, close-cropped, and bare-headed eccle- 
siastics reminded tneir bewigged brethren that 
they were bound to imitate Christ in all things, 
ana then asked them if the Saviour were 
likely to recognize a resemblance to himself in 
a priest under a wig ! 

Nor was this feeling confined to the Romish 
Church in France. The Reformed Church 
was fully os determined against the new and 
detested fashion. Bordeaux was in a state of 
insurrection for no other reason than that the 
Calvinist pastor there had refused to admit 
any of his flock- in wigs to the sacrament. And 
when Rivius, Protestant professor of theology 
at Leyden, wrote in defence of perukes his 
“ Libertas Christiana circa Usum Capillitii 
Defensa,” the ultra-orthodox in both churches 
turned upon him. The Romanists asked what 
could be expected from a Protestant but rank 
heresy; and the Protestants disowned a broth- 
er who defended a fashion that bad origin- 
ated with a Romanist ! Each party stood by 
the words of Paul to the Corinthians. In 
vain did some suggest that the apostolic in- 
junction was only local. The ultras would 
heed no such suggestion, and would have in- 
sisted on bare heads at both poles. And yet, 
remarked the wigites, it is common for 
preach ere to preach in caps. Ay, but, retorted 
the orthodox, that is simply because they are 
then speaking only in their own name. Read- 
ing the gospel, or offering up the adorable 
sacrifice, they are speaking or acting in the 
name of the universal Church. Of course, 
they added, there are occasions when even a 
priest may be covered. If a Pope invented 
the baret, a cur6 may wear a cap. Sylvester 
was the first pontiff who wore a mitre ; but 
even that fashion became abused, and in the 
year 1000 a Pope was seen with his mitre on 
his head during mass — a sight which startled 
the faithful, and a fact which artists would be 
none the worse for remembering. After that 
period, bishops took to them so pertinaciously 
that they hardly laid them by on going to bed. 
These prelates were somewhat scandalized 
when the popes granted to certain dukes the 
privilege of wearing the mitre ; but when the 


like favor was granted to abbots of a certain 
class, the prelatic execration was uttered with 
n jealous warmth that was perfectly astound- 
ing. When the moderns brought the question 
bock to its simple principles, and asked the 
sticklers for old customs if wigs were not os 
harmless as mitres, they were treated with as 


scant courtesy as Mr. Gorham or the Lord 
Primate is in the habit of experiencing at the 
hands of a medieval bishop. If, it was said, a 
priest must even take off his calotte in presence 
of a king or pope, how may he dare to wear a 
wig before God? Richelieu was the first 
ecdesiastic of his rank in Franoe who wore the 
modern calotte ; but I very much doubt if he 
ever took it off in the presence of Louis XIII. 
It is known, however, that the French king’s 
ambassador, M. d’Oppeville, found much 
difficulty in obtaining an audience at Rome. 
He wore a wig & calotte . The officials de- 
clared he could not be introduced unless he 
took off the calotte. He could not do this with- 
out taking off his wig also, as he showed the 
sticklers of court etiquette, and stood before 
them with clean shaven head, asking, at the 
same time, “ Would the Pope desire to see me 
stand before him in such a plight os this ? 
Whom do you take me for?” The pontiff did 
not yield the point without difficulty. Perhaps 
his Holiness, had he received the ambassador 
under bare poll, would have graciously served 
him as a predecessor had served the Irish 
saint Malacni — put his pontifical tiara on the 
good man’s head, to prevent him from catching 
cold ! 

But of all the tilters against wigs none was 
so serious and chivalresque as “ Jean Baptiste 
Thiers, docteur entheologio et cur6” (that is, 
vicar , according to our sense of the word), of 
Champrond. Dr. Thiers, in the year 1690, 
wrote a book of some six hundred pages against 
the wearing of wigs by ecclesiastics. He pub- 
lished the same “ aux depens de l’auteur,” 
and high authority pronounced it comformable 
in every respect to the u Roman, Catholic, 
and Apostolic Church.” Dr. Thiers wrote a 
brief preface to his long work, in which he in- 
vokes an abundant visitation of divine peace 
and grace on those who read his volume with 
tranquillity of mind, and who prefer truth to 
fashion. The invocation, I fear, is made in 
vain, for the tediousness of the author slays 
all tranquillity of spirit on the part of the read- 
er, who cannot, however, refrain from smiling 
at seeing the very existence of Christianity 
made to depend upon the question of perukes. 
The book is a dull book ; but the prevailing 
idea in it, that it is all over with religion if 
perukes be not abolished, is one that might 
compel a cynic to inextinguishable laughter. 
Yes, says the doctor, the origin of the tonsurt 
is to be found in the cutting of Peter’s hate by 
the Gentiles to make him ridiculous — there- 
fore^ he who hides the tonsure beneath a 
peruke insults the prince of the apostles ! , a 
species of reasoning anything comparable with 
which is probably not to be found inr that, book 
which Rome has honored by condemning . — 
Whateley’s Logic. 

The volume, however, affords evidence -of 
the intense excitement raised in France- by 
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the discussion of the bearing of wigs on city caught in the fact of kissing any -of its 
Christianity. For a season the question in maidens. 

some degree resembled, in its treatment at Thiers could not see in the wig the nses 
least, that of baptismal regeneration as now discerned by Cumberland, who says, in his 
treated among ourselves. No primitively- “ Choleric Man,” “ Believe me, there is much 
minded prelate would license a curd who pro- good sense in old distinctions. When the law 
fessed neutrality on the matter of wigs. The lays down its full-bottomed perriwig, you will 
wearers of these were often turned out of find less wisdom in bald pates than you are 
their benefices, and then they were welcomed aware of.” The Curd ot Champrond says 
in other dioceses by bishops who were hetero- that the French priests, who spent their thirty 
doxly given to the mundane comfort of wig- or forty pistoles yearly in wigs, were so 
eery. Terrible scenes took place in vestries irreligious that they kept their best wig for 
between wigged priests ready to repair to the the world, and their oldest for God, — wearing 
altar, and their brethren or superiors, who the first in drawing-rooms, and the latter at 
sought to prevent them. Chapters suspended church. This was certainly less ingenious 
such priests from place and profit, Parliament than in the case of the man celebrated in the 
broke the suspension, and chapters renewed “ Connoisseur,” who, having but one peruke, 
the interdict. Decree was abolished by coun- mode it pass for two. “It was naturally a 
ter decree, and the whole Church was split kind of flowing bob, but, by the occasional 
in twain by the contending parties. Louis addition of two tails, it sometimes passed os 
XIV. took the conservative side of the question a major.” 

so far ns it regarded ecclesiastics, and the In France, wigs ended by assuming the 
Archbishop of Rheims fondly thought he had appearance of nature. In the reign of terror, 
clearly settled the dispute by decreeing that the modish blonde perukes worn by females 
wigs might or might not be worn, according were made of hair purchased from the execu- 
to circumstances. They were allowed to the tioner, of whom old ladies bought the curls 
infirm and the aged, but never at the altar, which had clustered about the young necks 
One consequence was that many priests on ap- that had been severed by the knife of {Samson, 
preaching the altar used to take off their pe- But after this the fashion ceased among 
rukes, and deposit them in the hands of women, as it had already done among men, 
notaries, under protest! Such a talk about beginning to do so with the latter when Frank- 
heads had not kept a whole city in confusion lin appeared in his own hair, and unpowdered, 
since the days wherein St. Fructuarus, Bishop at the court of Louis XIV*. — and from that 
of Braga, decreed the penalty of entirely period wigs have belonged only to history, 
shaven crowns against all the monks of that John Doran. 

Carving op Poultry. — In Mr. Soyer’s Mod- trussing for table, is explained in the useful 
ern Housewife , a clever and* handy work on manual referred to. We are told, that when 
oookery, will at length be found a solution of roasted, the appearance of poultry is greatly im- 
that formidable problem — how to carve a fowl proved by this simple operation — looking more 
with elegance and ease. Soyer explains the plump on account of the sinews having lost their 
marvel in a way which no one could previously power of contraction. 

have the slightest idea of ; and which, in foct, is 

nothing else than a piece of legerdemain. Well, Street Music. — How that simple music af- 
the way, he says, to carve a fowl neatly is, to fects the listener ! How it recalls lost loves and 
have nothing to carve — for it really comes to buried friendships, moments of exquisite happi- 
that. Yes, a fowl lies before you at table, to all ness, hours of dreary pining ! Whence comes 
appearance requiring to be anatomized by the the wondrous power of those tones ? It is a sim- 
usual desperate process, at least in all but first- pie air, one of the commonest of the common, a 
rate hands, of wrenching the joints and bones tune that is hacked and ground by every barrel- 
-asunder ; but, lo ! the thing is done by a mere organ in the kingdom. It is, that there are hid- 
teuch of the knife. Legs, wings, breast-bones, den associations connected therewith, difficult to 
instead of flying about in all directions, drop trace, eluding one’s search. Perchance the words 
becomingly into the dish. If this be not a dis- had just been spoken that joined two hearts to- 
covery, we do not know what is. But how is it gether for aye, and those notes blended with the 
all managed ? Here comes the secret : the fowl moment of passionate silence that followed. Or 
has hod all its joints cut by the cook before the deserted one, pining in her loneliness, was 
dressing, and that without disturbing the outer indulging in a dream of faded hopes, when that 
- skin. To effect this properly, an instrument artless melody rose from the little garden outside 
requires to be employed called a tendon separa- her window, and associated itself eternally with 
tor,- of whioh Soyer gives a drawing. Of course, her love and her despair. Some such secret must 
-every one who reads this will get one of these be connected with the mighty power of those 
instruments, which we should think will not be tones, more potent than that of all the scientific 
more costly than an ordinary pair of scissors, compositions which the master composers of any 
The. method of using the instrument, and of age have given to the world. 
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From Household Words. 

SEVENTY-EIGHT YEARS AGO.* 

The American loyalist of seventy-eight 
years ago, setting out from London in search 
of a temporary abiding-place or home among 
the country towns of England, had not pro- 
posed to himself an easy task. But he was 
bent on going through with his enterprise. 
Reduced from affluence to the practice of a 
strict economy, he yet imagined that not a 
few of the social enjoyments of London, with- 
out their extravagant cost, might be obtaina- 
ble in one of our Large provincial cities. He 
thought thus to sweeten that bread of exile 
which Dante tells us must be always bitter 
bread; and cheerfully enough, therefore, at 
four o’clock on a July morning of 1776, took 
his seat in tho early and fast coach for Salis- 
bury, which, after performing the gallant feat 
of eighty-three miles in fifteen hours, depos- 
ited him at the Red Lion, in the ancient city, 
at seven o’clock on that July evening. 

Dear to every American loyalist in those 
days had been the old country, and its Church 
and State ; and Mr. Curwen was no exception 
to the rule. But it is a piece of truth, as well 
as a line of poetry, that distance lends en- 
chantment to the view ; and it happened, on 
^he occasion of this journey to Salisbury, that 
the ex- Admiralty Judge of New England got 
so near a view of two very remarkable types 
or examples of the Church and State of Old 
England as then existing, that their enchant- 
ment passed clean out of them, then and 
there. He strolled into the fine old cathedral 
the morning after his arrival, and heard the 
dean, with five or six surpliced followers and 
eight singing-boys, mumbling the service to 
a congregation of “ eight $s miserable -look- 
ing wretches as ever entered the doors of a 
hospital.” Yet, wretched as this audience 
was, it had been hired to attend; and on closer 
examination of the condition of the cathedral 
itself, was found not at all out of harmony 
with it. The walls seemed mouldering, the 
ceiling rotting with centurios of decay, the 
seajs and woodwork everywhere tumbling 
down. Mr. Curwen bethought him of the 
English Church militant of old ; compared 
what he now saw to a neglected old soldier 
out of service, witjr his regimentals worn 
threadbare and soiled; and turned on his 
heel with the indignant remark that “ this 
whole church is so slovenly and dirtily kept 
that a stranger would judge that these stew- 
ards of tho Lord’s inheritance regarded the 
revenues more than the repairs of the man- 
sion house.” But if such was the shock con- 
veyed to him by want of due repairs in the 
Church, it was at least equalled by the im- 
pression which waited him next morning of 

* Continued from Living Age, page 183. 


repairs as cryingly wanted in the State. He 
had started early on a visit to Stonehenge, 
when, about three miles from the city on 
the right hand, an eminence apparently of an 
oval figure, including about sixty acres, was 
pointed out to him, without a sign upon it of 
a habitation fit for man ; and he was told 
that while the most populous manufacturing 
cities had no voice in tho legislature of Eng- 
land, the possessor of this mound of grass and 
ruin had the power to send two members to 
represent and protect his mere breeches- pocket 
in that dignified assembly. It was the fine 
ancient borough of Old Sarum. 

But Old Sarum paled an ineffectual fire be- 
fore the exciting scene that awaited this ad- 
mirer of English institutions at the last rest- 
ing point in his journey. Ho arrived at Exe- 
ter, after another spirited ride of ninety miles 
in seventeen hours, in the midst of a con- 
tested election. The seat had been vacated 
by Mr. Waters ; Mr. Baring and Mr. Chol- 
wich were the new competitors for it, in the 
interests respectively of Church and Corpo- 
ration ; and to the innocent inexperience of 
Mr. Curwen an astounding scene presented 
itself. All the public-houses were open to 
the partisans of either candidate. In some of 
them wero voters locked up, secured by bolts 
and bars, and watched zealously day and 
night to secure their free and independent 
presence at the polling booths. From others, 
m the very teeth of bars and bolts, voters 
fetched and secured from great distances by 
one party had yet been secretly and suddenly 
“spirited away” by the other, whether or 
not to reappear on polling day remained an 
inscrutable mystery. From moru to dewy 
eve corporation-clerks were creating voters. 
As the election approached, the constituency 
had mounted up to fourteen hundred ; but of 
these, two hundred held themselves honorably 
aloof from the general disgrace, unconcerned 
whether “ Baring or Cholwich be the tool of 
administration while, secure alike of either 
tool, the administration was under pledge, as 
Mr. Curwen heard on all sides, to contribute 
five thousand pounds to the expenses of the 
successful man. In other words, in the sole 
person of the leading minister were concen- 
trated, with much saving of trouble, and per- 
haps some of expense, toe Coppock, Brown, 
Beresford, Flewker, and Frail, or those more 
primitive and less complicated days of corrup- 
tion. And so the scene went on — “the 
contest fierce, some wounds and broken beads, 
but no deaths, and enough to convince me of 
the deplorable venality of the nation.” The 
winners in this particular venal race, it may 
be added, notwithstanding the strenuous 
efforts of Cholwich and the Corporation, 
turned out to be Baring and the Church, who 
come in first by no less than a hundred and 
one votes ; and on the morning of his depart- 
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ore, Mr. Curwen left the whole city of Exeter 
decked out in blue and purple favors, dis- 
playing the Baring device, and actually, as 
well as metaphorically, drunk with joy. Nor 
could anythingvhave been happier than that 
Baring device, whether as an expression of 
the nature as well as name of the fortunate 
candidate, or as a compliment of exquisite del- 
icacy at once to the member secured and the 
minister who had secured him. Enamelled 
pendant on a blue ribbon appeared a bear with 
a ring in his nose. 

It is not matter of surprise, then, that Mr. 
Curwen should have carried away with him 
no very agreeable impression of Exeter. He 
computes the population as scarcely seven 
eighths as numerous as that of his native Bos- 
ton, but finds as little resemblance in the 
buildings of the two cities as in the wrinkled 
features of fourscore and the florid complexion 
of thirty. He pronounces the streets narrow, 
ill-paved, and dirty enough to pass into a prov- 
erb ; if there were any good buildings, they 
were crowded in a corner, out of sight — as 
perhaps the good people were also ; for such 
of them in private as Mr. Curwen saw, he 
thought proifd, unsocial, and solitary, neither 
conversible nor hospitable. Still there was 
something to set off against all this, for a man 
of sociable tastes ; as, for example, “ a theatre, 
concerts, a coffee-house called Moll’s, and an 
hotel, both in the church-yard, where the 
London papers are brought four days in the 
week ;” — and such was afterwards the scant 
success of Mr. Curwen’s persevering search 
for his temporary home, that the day soon 
came when even Exeter, with all its faults, 
was “ a very Paradise to Manchester” or any 
town in the North that he had seen. 

Not yet, however, has he seen the North, 
for, after a brief stay with a friend at Sid- 
mouth, he is next to be found at Bristol. 
His impression of Bristol was not immediately 
formed, yet appears to have had sufficient 
promise in it to bring him back for another 
trial, on the recommendation of certain friends 
who had settled there, after a couple of^visits 
to some of the northern towns. For, after 
brief stay, he went from Bristol, through 
Newport, Gloucester, Upton, and Worcester, 
to Birmingham ; of which he said at once, as 
the best observers familiar with both places 
-have since repeatedly said, “ It looks more 
like Boston in its general appearance than any 
place in England. This disposes him to like 
Birmingham, though it will not suit him to 
live there ; and what he sees of its manufac- 
tures is also agreeable enough. At the work- 
shops where he went to examine the first rifle 
he had ever beheld, “ and many other pieces 
of peculiar construction I was a stranger to,” 
he found the master of the concern under 
■ contract to supply government with six hun- 
dred rifles for use against the Americans ; 


yet “ in principle an anti-ministerialist, as is 
the whole town.” This has a relish of inde- 
pendence that tastes well after Exeter ; and 
he records conversations with Quakers and 
other residents, whom he declares to be not 
only “ sensible,” but “ warm Americans, as 
most of the middling classes are through the 
kingdom, as far as my experience reaches.” 
Ana S3 already the mind of our loyalist friend, 
purged by tne ‘‘euphrasy and rue” of its 
English experience, finds itself so far divested 
of those violent partialities and likings which 
hod compelled his exile, that he is now quite 
able, as he describes himself when entertained 
by “ that friendly stranger, Mr. Cornelius Fry 
of Bristol,” to pass his time not at all dis- 
agreeably in listening to people “ talking 
treason, and justifying American indepen- 
dence.” 

He returned by way of Tewkesbury to 
Bristol, which he reached after a nine hours’ 
drive ; but it w r as not until the following year 
he took up a brief abode here, having first, 
without success, pursued and completed his 
search through the northern towns. He tried 
Lichfield, Derby, Sheffield, Wakefield, Leeds, 
Huddersfield, and Halifax, taking a post- 
chaise at the latter, and passing through 
Rochdale to Manchester. The various trades 
and manufactures interest and occupy hinr 
chiefly in these various towns, and in many 
instances they are skilfully described ; but 
he makes a general complaint against all the 
inhabitants that they show a jealousy and 
suspicion of strangers, and that acquaintance 
with one manufacturer proved always enough 
effectually to debar him from intercourse w'ith 
a second in the same business ; while the diffi- 
culty he everywhere experienced in getting 
admitted to see their works (often quite im- 
practicable, “express prohibition being issued 
Dy the masters”) appears to have reached 
its height in Manchester, and to have turned 
his wrath especially against that thriving and 
bustling community. He characterizes the 
disposition and manners of this Manchester 
people as, by their own showing, inhospitable 
and boorish ; says further, that they are 
remarkable for coarseness of feature, ana a 
quite unintelligible dialect ; and of their dress, 
that it “ savors not much of the London mode 
in general.” What surprised him greatly, 
moreover, was to find the extraordinary prev- 
alence of Jacobite opinions in the town. His 
landlady was a Jacobite ; he heard Jacobite 
doctrines everywhere openly professed ; and, 
happening to be there on the twenty-ninth of 
May, he saw hoisted over numbers of doors 
at the most respectable houses, large oak 
bough 8 to express hopes for another Stuart 
restoration. Still, amid all that he thus 
thought ungenial and strange, be perceived 
also such intimations of energetic movement 
and self-Batisficd activity, that the place 
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seemed actually changing and enlarging before 
his very eyes. He saw (what nowhere else 
he saw) “ great additions of buildings and 
streets daily making in contact everywhere 
with the old, narrow, irregularly built streets, 
he saw noble houses in process of erection ; 
and when, a few months later, the disastrous 
news of Burgoyne’s surrender fell like a 
thunder-clap on England, Mr. Curwen puts it 
down in his journal, without an expression 
of surprise, that Manchester was the town 
that first started up from the blow, offered to 
raise a thousand men at its own expense to 
be ready in two months for service in America, 
and thus lighted up that spirit to which Liv- 
erpool next gave eager response, and which 
in a very few weeks was seen “ spreading 
like a flame from north to south.” 

Of Liverpool, the commercial character 
and fame had raised higher expectations than 
of its neighbor, and the disappointment seems 
to have been extreme. The (locks he admired 
immensely, thinking them “ stupendously 
grand;” but he has no better phrase than 
“ disgustful” for everything else in the 
place. He speaks of the houses, as by a 
great majority in middling and lower style, 
few rising above that mark ; of the streets, as 
long, narrow, crooked, and amazingly dirty ; 
of the shops, as inferior to those m other 
great towns ; and of the dress and looks of 
the people, os more like the inhabitants of 
Wapping, Shad well, and Rutherhithe, than 
those in the neighborhood of the Exchange 
or any part of London above the Tower. 
“ During our short abode here,” says Mr. 
Curwen, “ we scarcely saw a well-dressed 
person, nor half-a-dozen gentlemen’s car- 
riages.” In short, the whole complexion of 
Liverpool appeared to him nautical and com- 
mon, “ and infinitely below expectation.” 

Undaunted, notwithstanding, by all his 
failures hitherto, and hoping still “ the re- 
ward of a cheap, plentiful country to reside in 
for some time,” the American wanderer now 
purposed to turn his steps to York ; but a 
fellow-exile induced him to change his plan, 
on representation of the number of their 
fellow-countrymen who have already pitched 
tents in the West ; and to the West, with his 
compatriot, he consented to go back. They 
passed through Stockport, Macclesfield, Leek, 
and were very “ quietly and genteelly supped 
and lodged” in the Dog and Duck at Sandon. 
Thence through Stafford and Wolverhampton, 
by Bromsgrove and Stourbridge (whicn in- 
stead of a mean, pitiful place, as its avenues 
seemed to threaten, they describe as a well- 
built, large, lively, and rich town, having 
a noble, wide, and convenient street, a mile 
long, with cross streets w’ell paved), they 
reached Worcester, which Mr. Curwen finds 
to be a very handsome, well-built city, lively 
and full of business, having spacious, airy 
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streets, a noble cathedral and elegant modern 
houses, its shops large and well-filled, and its 
inhabitants polite and genteel, with “ more 
the air of Londoners than at any place I have 
seen.” Then, from Worcester, travelling by 
way of. Tewkesbury, where they stayed the 
night, past apple orchards of uncommon 
height and bigness, through fields, pastures, 
and enclosures singular for their richness 
and verdure, and with fruit and forest trees 
on either hand, “ in great abundance, and 
larger girth and greater height than are to 
be seen elsewhere in England,” — the Ameri- 
can exiles, stopping to dine and see the cathe- 
dral at Gloucester (a city which, after Wor- 
cester, sorely disappointed them), resumed 
their drive through roads dirty and rough — 
past farmers’ houses wonderful for their look 
of slovenliness, and over a soil whose richness 
they could never sufficiently admire — till 
they arrived at Bristol. 

The welcome that here awaited them, their 
first salute to their temporarily selected 
home, was hardly complimentary or cordial ; 
for it proceeded from the “ virulent tongue 
of a vixen” in the streets, excited by some- 
thing that displeased her in their munner or 
dress, and it “ saluted us by the names of 
damned American refc&.” They walked on, 
however, not much moved; and soon after, 
in the same streets, passed one who seemed 
a humble pedestrian like themselves, yet 
who well deserved the interest with which 
they stopped, turned, and looked earnestly 
after him. This was “a person dressed in 
green, with a small round hat flapped be- 
fore, very like an English country gentle- 
man;” and the Americans knew, from what 
already they had heard, that under that green 
dress, small round flapped hat, and country 
gentleman’s bearing, walked quietly along 
those Bristol streets no less a potentate than 
the Emperor of Austria, Joseph the Second, 
not simply interesting to them for his rank, 
or because he was the son of Maria Theresa 
and brother to Maria Antoinette, but for 
many high and striking qualities of his own. 
He was at this time (1777) performing incog 
the grand tour, including England. 

And now having seen the working of Old 
England’s institutions in a borough contest, 
the New Englander had the opportunity of 
observing how these things were managed in 
the counties ; for on the morning after his 
arrival in Bristol, he beheld a triumphant 
entry of the member just elected for the 
oounty of Gloucester ; and this proved to be 
“ the Duke of Beaufort's man ” (his grace’s 
footman it might have been, though it was 
not), Mr. Chester, who burst into the huzza- 
ing town, amid the ringing of bells and dis- 
charging of cannon, attended by a body- 
guard of some couple of huudrea horsemen 
“ clad in new blue coats and breeches, with 
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buff waistcoats, the Duke of Beaufort's hunt- 
ing garb.” The duke himself, touched ap- 
parently by a not unbecoming modesty, had 
privately left the liveried procession just 
before its arrival in town, and was content 
with an out-of-the-way corner in a private 
house, whence himself and his duchess could 
see tho parade and “ enjoy his triumph with- 
out observation.” After which second 
notable instance of a free election, and of 
that independence of the Lower House from 
all influence of the Upper which is so cardinal 
a theory of the English constitution, Mr. Cur- 
wen^must not be thought wholly unreasonable 
or unjust for a belief reoorded in the next 
page of his diary, to the effect that if any- 
thing destroys this devoted English people it 
will be “ venality — or for an opinion sub- 
sequently expressed, that “ in the corrupt 
state of this people, the wheels of government 
cannot move an inch without money to 

f rease them — or for gravely recording in 

is journal what he had heard from the owner 
of a wine vault, that of port wine alone a 
general election always consumed six thousand 
hogsheads extra, in addition to the ordinary 
annual consumption of twenty-four thousand 
hogsheads ; — or even, at last, for pleasantly 
proposing to write a book that should make 
confession of his New England visions of Old 
England and English institutions which day- 
light had broken and dissolved, under the title 
of “ The Perils and Peregrinations of a Tory 
or Refugee in quest of Civil Liberty, which 
the Author fondly imagined was to be enjoyed 
in higher perfection in the Land he travelled 
through, than in That he precipitately aban- 
doned.” 

But his peregrinations, if not his perils, 
are drawn for the present to a close ; and 
he has but to sit dowm and record the result 
of his u dearly bought experience,” his “ long, 
expensive, and not very pleasing tour.” It 
is, briefly, that manufacturing towns are not 
proper places of residenoe for idle people, 
either on account of pleasure or profit ; the 
expenses of living in every such town, how- 
ever distant from London, being as high al- 
most as in London itself; the spirit of bar- 
gaining, moreover, and of taking advantage, 
running through every lino of life in those 
places; and Laving especially reached a 
cruel predominance m the North. Not that 
the good old gentiemau felt he should escape 
all this, by settling in the West ; but he had 
satisfied himself on the whole that the West 
was “ a quarter of greater plenty and less 
expense,” and a majority of his fellow- 
refugees had already taken up residence 
there. Ab many as eighteen were in Bristol 
alone ; and that he counted upon these 
as his chief society may be inferred from the 
fact, that he notes as worthy of record the 
circumstance of his having had “ an hour's 


conversation with a stranger on ^Change, a 
rare event, people in England being greatly 
indisposed to join with unknown persons.” 
He goes on to make certain exceptions, in- 
deed, which it is evident do not include him- 
self, in the observation that the Bristolians 
are notorious for early inquiries into the 
character of all strangers, from commercial 
motives ; and for soon fastening on every- 
body worth making a property of, if practica- 
ble ; all others, of how great estimation soever, 
being in general neglected. In short, says 
Mr. Curwin plainly, “ This city is remarkable 
for sharp dealing; and hence the proverb, 
One Jew is equal to two Genoese, one Bristolian 
to two Jews.” To all which it may be well 
to add, at the same time, that in the matter 
of himself and his real or fancied sufferings 
and wrongs, the diarist's authority is not to 
be taken more implicitly than the common 
understanding in such a case would suggest. 
Nothing is so frequent in the diary, for in- 
stance, as lamentations for old age, whose 
infirmities every day would appear to be in- 
creasing, and making more and more hard 
to bear ; yet, in close connection with one of 
the most pathetic of these complaints, uttered 
in most doleful strain soon alter the writer 
was lodged in Bristol, and when he was 
sixty-three years old, the reader’s spirits are 
suddenly raised by the following memoran- 
dum. “ Oct. 21. Rose at six o'clock, and 
went a coursing with two greyhounds and a 
spaniel for hares. Started one, and left her 
in a turnip-field ; returned about two o'clock, 
not greatly fatigued, after a ramble of fifteen 
miles over hedge-fences, ditches, &c.” 

Nor is this a mere casual indication of ac- 
tivity and the power of bearing fatigue. It 
expresses the habit of the man. During the 
long journeyings to which reference has been 
made, the mere movement from place to place 
has been the least part of the fatigue under- 
gone. Whatever anyplace contains, he must 
see ; if there be any ooject of interest in the 
neighborhood, off he starts on a visit to it. 
He is never willingly at rest, never comes to 
a positive standstill, is still pushing forward 
where something more may be seen or known. 
With the passion of a dweller in a new coun- 
try for all that makes memory and association 
so pleasant in an old one, he is honorably 
anxious to examine every spot consecrated by 
genius or made illustrious by heroism or 
worth. He goes out of his w r ay to see Red- 
clyffe church at Bristol, not because Chatter- 
ton has yet beoome a name (poor fellow ! the 
earth is still fresh above him in the Shoe Lane 
pauper burial-ground) but because it contains 
paintings by Hogartn and the monument of 
Admiral Penn. After crossing Salisbury 
Plain to Stonehenge, he takes a turn of seven 
miles that he may see the classical remains 
at Lord Pembroke’s seat, admire the handy* 
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work of Inigo Jones, and touch with rever- 
ence the urn alleged to have held the ashes 
of Horace. As he passes though Upton he 
does not fail to think of Sophia Western, and 
the little muff that turned Tom Jones’ head ; 
and nothing occupies him so much in Wake- 
field as inquiries after Goldsmith’s vicar, a 
somewhat spurious original for that delightful 
creation 'being imposed on him by the worthy 
inhabitants, who protested it was their own 
44 Parson Johnson” put into a book. Of 
course he went to Cambridge, and to Oxford ; 
he visited Blenheim and Stowe ; and from 
Birmingham he made rapid diversions to 
Hagley, with its memories of Pope, and to the 
Leasowes, still fragrant with Shenst one’s 
homely and kindly poetry. lie finds out the 
house where Marlborough was born, on the 
read to Axminster ; makes a pilgrimage from 
Exeter to Sir Francis Drake’s oirthplace ; and 
pleasantly persuades himself that he has seen 
in Dovedale “ the very spot in which Chaucer 
wrote many of his pieces.” Nor has he been 
in Bristol many hours, after the long and 
tedious journey which has finally lodged him 
there, before he sets forth to hear the famous 
Wesley preach to an immense concourse, 
“having the heavens for his canopy.” when 
the ungraceful, but plain, intelligible, and 
earnest speech, the weak and harsh, but pas- 
sionate voice, of the grand old Methodist, 
suggest to him an instructive contrast to 
“ the insipid coldness prevalent among the 
preferment-seeking, amusement-hunting, mac- 
aroni parsons, who, to the shame and dis- 
honor of this age and nation, constitute the 
bulk of those ot the established clergy who 
possess valuable livings.” 

Yet a few evenings later, it was his chance 
to meet one of the dignitaries of the Estab- 
lishment deserving a quite different charac- 
ter, from whom he heard opinions of the dis- 
pute now raging with America, such as 
never before had he heard expressed on either 
side, or in either country. Mr. Curwin dryly 
describes him, as well as the opinions he 
heard expressed by him, in the remark that 
he has been sitting in company with “a 
famous political divine ana anti-colonist, 
who judges the colonies a burden to Great 
Britain, and presses administration to cast 
them off.” 

The roan who held these eccentric opinions 
Was the Dean of Gloucester, Doctor Josiah 
Tucker ; and the reason for his holding them 
was, that he alone, among the public writers 
of that day, correctly reasoned on the causes 
of oolonial as well as home prosperity, and 
what obstructed their further development. 
He did not dispute the right of Eoglana to tax 
America, and be held the colonists to have 
been wrong at the outset of the dispute ; but 
he had the courage and foresight to warn his 
countrymen to desist from any further strug- 


gle, for that political power was not to be 
increased by the cumbrous and unwieldly 
retention of ill-governed territory, but by 
energetic and judicious cultivation of physical 
resources, commercial interchanges, and in- 
tellectual acquirements. He exploded the 
fallacy of the advantage supposed to be im- 
plied in the monopoly of a distant market. 
A far other and greater market we had 
created in America, a market of the raw 
material from which prosperous empires are 
made ; for we had supplied that vast conti- 
nent with man y and with institutions that 
strengthen and develop manhood — nor could 
the inevitable tendency of such be stayed by 
any human power. Let the separation be 
only prompt and amicable, and all would be 

For this, os we see, our intelligent Amer- 
ican loyalist denounces him as an “anti- 
colonist and much harder words were 
applied to him in those days by men who had 
less excuse for the error. Burke himself, in 
his impetuous advocacy of America, refused 
to believe that any man could have formed an 
opinion in favor of separation except with 
the dishonest motive of secretly helping the 
hostility of the court, by making the colonies 
unpopular with the people, lie denounced 
the Dean of Gloucester, therefore, “ as one 
of those court vermin who would do anything 
for the sake of a bishoprick and was not 
moved to retract the coarse insinuation even 
by Tucker’s calm and dignified reproof, declar- 
ing his independence of both parties, and 
that his opinions had been equally unpalatable 
to bbth. Burke’s attack, however, passionate 
and unthinking as it was, was not, like 
Bishop Warburton’s, treacherous. The bishop 
assailed the dean through the side of their 
common calling, and, referring to the com- 
mercial arguments by which the case for 
separation had been urged, described him 
as a divine with whom religion was a 
trade, and with whom trade was a religion. 
“ The bishop affects to consider me with con- 
tempt,” replied the dean, calmly ; “ to which 
I say nothing. He has sometimes spoken 
coarsely of me ; to which I replied nothing. 
He has said that religion is my trade, and 
trade is my religion. It is quite true that 
commerce and its connections have been 
favorite objects of my attention ; and where 
is the crime? As for religion, I have at 
tended carefully to the duties of my parish ; 
nor have I neglected my cathedral. Tht 
world knows something of me as a writer on 
religious subjects ; ana I will add, what the 
world does not know, that I have written 
near three hundred sermons, and preached 
them all again and again. My heart is at 
ease on that score ; and my conscience, thank 
God ! does not accuse me.” 

Such were the penalties then, as they have 
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ever been, and will probably continue to be, will hardly require to be told, there existed 
attendant on having outstripped contemporary in full force a great many egregiously foolish 
opinion. There was hardly a question on acts of Parliament, called diversely acts against 
which Dean Tucker was not distinctly in ad- 1 Forestalling, Regrating , Badgering , and En- 
vance of his time. Though a strenuous de- grossing , but all passed with the Bame silly 
fender of religion against the infidel attacks purpose of putting senseless restraints on 
which were then so common, he was not less trade, by preventing the merchant or specula- 
te eager advocate of universal toleration, tor from purchasing corn or other provisions, 

He wrote against drunkenness, against sports in market or on their way to market, and 
involving cruelty to the brute creation, and selling them again in the same place, or 
against war. Nothing was too grand, nothing within four miles of it. The professed object 
too mean, if it affected' a single human was to prevent any unfair enhancement of 
interest, for the wise word he had to utter, the prices of provisions ; the almost invariable 
His great argument for trade against territory, result was to empty the markets of provisions 
in which he warned the sovereigns of Europe altogether ; and never were the magistrates, 
that the proper cultivation of the land of their in tneir fulness of ignorance, so bent on 
own countries inappreciably exceeded in im- putting in force the law against Forestalling, 
portance any amount of acquisition of waste as at those times of pinch and pressure whea 
land in other countries, was iollowed by his nothing but that very law obstructed relief. 

“ earnest and affectionate address to the A crisis of this kind occurred, and happened 
common people of England on their barbarous to be sorely felt in Bristol, where a scarcity of 
custom of cock- tli rowing on Shrove Tuesday.” corn was threatened ; whereupon straightway 
He was the first to defend the naturalization assembled the sapient justices to give im- 
of foreigners, to point out the necessity of a mediate effect to the legislation described, and 
union with Ireland, to denounce the'impolicy were surprised to see Doctor Tucker assume 
of the existing restraints against interchanges for the first time his privilege of magistrate, 
with that country, to resist the taxation and take his seat on the bench beside them. * 
which then fell so heavily on the industrious “ Why, gentlemen,” said the dean, tfc what are 
and the poor, to oppose every kind of monopoly you going to do 1 How can you expect to 
whether of corporations or tradiug companies, have any corn at all, if you mean to punish 
to declare the navigation laws a clog upon the only persons perhaps that will bring you 
commerce, to propose apian for getting rid any V % This home-thrust had its effect ; and, 
of slavery, to call for the opening of canals, says a contemporary account of the incident, 
to point out what advantages would result “ the markets were immediately supplied with 
from the establishment of a warehousing corn.” For the dean’s great principle, pur- 
system, to urge the necessity of improvement sues the same authority (a writer in a nmga- 
in the high roods, to cry out against that zine of the time) about trade and commerce is. 
East India Company in which we only now * 4 that they will ever find their level; that 
begin to detect an injustice too monstrous for what commodities are wanted, and can be 
continuance or sufficiently ripe for redress, to paid for, will always be had ; that a nation 
insist on the wisdom of permitting the free will always go to the best and cheapest mar- 
exportation and importation of grain, and to ket for what they have occasion for ; and that 
advocate perseveringly in its largest sense neither political friendship nor enmity have 
free trade among all the nations of the earth, anything to do with these matters, but that 
“ Ah !” exclaimed Doctor Johnson one day they are regulated by utility and convenience.” 
at Thrale’s ; 44 another pamphlet by Tucker. A very simple and sufficient creed, which 
The dean always tells me something which I it took nearly a hundred years more to make 
did not know before.” Yet it was but a manifest to English statesmen, 
short time after, that the dean was burnt in Happily the dean had not to wait so long 
effigy in his native town of Bristol, because before his view of the American quarrel re- 
something in one of his pamphlets (it was an ceived its ample justification. He did not 
argument for the naturalization of the Jew) live, indeed, to see that country enlarged and 
had given high offence on ’Change, where less raised by Independence from thirteen colonies 
tolerance for originality prevailed than in the to thirty-one, and from three millions to thirty- 
large heart of Samuel Johnson. five millions of population; but his life was 

Nevertheless Doctor Tucker lived to see his spared till sixteen years after the treaty of 
townsmen make something better than a Guy Paris ; and when, on the Duke of Portland’s 
of him, though of themselves perhaps some- installation at Oxford in the summer of 1793, 
thing worse ; for he lived to see a shouting mob the Dean of Gloucester, then between eighty 
nnyoice the horses from his carriage, against and ninety years of age, entered the theatre 
his remonstrance, yoke themselves instead, with his brother doctors, the whole assem- 
and draw him into Bristol in triumph. It blage welcomed with acclamation, on each 
was a wonderful change, and brought about of the three days of the ceremony, the 
a curious way. In those days, the reader venerable man whose advice, if timely taken, 
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would have saved the useless bloodshed of 
more than a hundred thousand of the Saxon 
race, and an addition to the English debt of 
more than eighty millions sterling. 

And as Mr. Curwen himself was still living 
at the time, in his native town of Salem, we 
may perhaps presume that even he had grown 
to be much more tolerant of Dean Tucker and 
his opinions, as a citizen of the American Re- 
public, than when he first heard them in 
Bristol as a loyalist exile and refugee. 


From the Spectator. 

THE NEW ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNIC A.* 

Thb test of more than eighty years, the 
exhaustion of five-and-thirty thousand copies 
in seven impressions, and the demand for an 
eighth edition, speak more for this national 
publication than any criticism can do. To 
deserve success may be meritorious ; but it is 
more satisfactory to be successful. Desert in 
a pursuit argues good intentions ; success in 
the same pursuit, a just perception of the 
object in view, and the means of attaining it. 
The proprietors, in their prospectus to this 
new edition, point with justifiable pride to 
the eminent names that have been connected 
with the Encyclopedia Britannica; but a band 
of great writers does not suffice to attain suc- 
cess where great writing is not the first ob- 
ject. Names nearly if not quite as eminent 
may be found connected with different ency- 
clopaedias — as Coleridge, Arnold, and others, 
in the Metropolitana ; but, however celebrated 
that work may be, its sale was not equal to 
its fame. The primary object of an encyclo- 
paedia is reference. We recur to it for in- 
formation, not instruction. The man who 
wishes to study a science or master a subject 
may find better teachers for his particular 
purpose, perhaps must take a wider range 
than any digest of this kind can offer him. 
Great names are as a feather in the cap, and 
if the papers are of a merit proportioned to 
the writer's fame, they ore good ad an attrac- 
tion ; but the permanent support is from hum- 
bler labors. That encyclopaedia will be the 
most enduring which gives the most of what 
we want when we look for it, and in the way 
we want it. When we take down a volume 
of an encyclopaedia, we require an answer to 
a question, or the resolution of a doubt. All 
beyond this is a gain, but of the nature of a 
garnish, which will not of itself maintain the 
work. 

To do this effectually, a well-digested plan 
is the first necessity, and of course competent 

* The Encyclopaedia Britannica, or Dictionary 
ef Arts, Sciences, and Miscellaneous Literature. 
Eighth Edition, greatly improved. Edited by 
Thomas Stewart Traill, M. D., F.R.S.E., Professor 
of Medical Jurisprudence in the University of 

Edinburgh. Pulished by Adam and Charles Black. 
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aid. Of equal importance is a perception of 
the public requirement, so as to give it as 
much as it wants, and not much more than it 
wants ; since it is not the business of an en- 
cyclopaedia to form the public taste or discover 
novelties, but to digest existing knowledge. 
That this has been done by the Encyclopedia 
Britannica in a literary sense, is proved by its 
long success. 

Some facts in connexion with its form of 
publication will show the attention paid to the 
quantum suff. 

It was first published in three volumes, 4 to, 
1771 ; next in ten volumes, in 1778 ; in eighteen 
volumes, in 1797 ; to which was added the Sup- 
plement, in two volumes, by Bishop Gleig, in 
1801 ; this was followed by an edition in twenty 
volumes, in 1810, and other two editions during 
the succeeding ten years ; to which was added 
the celebrated Supplement in six volumes, 4to, 
edited by Professor Napier, commenced in 1815 
and finished in 1824. The Seventh Edition, 
which was completed in 1842, embodied whatever 
remained valuable in the previous editions and 
in the Supplements. 

The eighth edition opens with the cele- 
brated Dissertation of Dugald Stewart on the 
Progress of Metaphysical and Ethical Phi- 
losophy, to be followed by Mackintosh upon 
the same subject, with a new preface by 
Wheweil. To these will succeed the Disser- 
tations on Mathematical and Physical Science 
by Playfair and Leslie ; while Forbes will 
continue Phyeics to the present time, and the 
Archbishop of Dublin, in a new dissertation, 
will handle the most popular subject of the 
whole, “ the Rise, Progress, and Corruptions 
of Christianity.” All capital things, if not 
perfectly encyclopaedic, except Stewart's arti- 
cle, which fulfilled in some degjree the pur- 
pose of a preface. That these, however, aro 
merely tit-bits thrown in, and that the gen- 
eral excellence and utility of the work will 
not be sacrificed to the “ starring* * system, 
may be inferred from this passage of the pro- 
spectus : — 

The Eighth Edition will undergo careftil re- 
vision and extensive correction. Articles ren- 
dered imperfect by the lapse of time will be sub- 
mitted for improvement to writers intimately 
conversant with the respective subjects, whilst 
other articles will be superseded by entirely new 
contributions, and subjects not formerly embraced 
in its pages will be added. 


Wanted a Curate; a Satirical Poem. By 
Gregory Shortcommons, M. A. 

A clever enough poetical jeu d f esprit, and not 
at all bitter or exaggerated, considering that the 
satire is a succession of versified advertisements 
for curates — though some images are rather of 
things understood than avowed. There is not 
much of art or strength in the affair. — Specta - 
tor . 
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From Household Words. 

CHLOROFORM. 

The recent occurrence of a cage of sadden 
death after the administration of Chloroform 
in a London hospital reminds us that we are 
now fairly entitled by the lapse of time to 
pass a very distinct judgment on the value of 
this drug as an anassthetic agent. The case 
to which we have iust referred was the first 
fatal issue within the practice of the Hospital 
in which it occurred, although Chloroform had 
been administered in the establishment to 
sixteen hundred patients. 

Under an indiscriminate use of ether, sev- 
eral deaths followed : not many months had 
elapsed before there were nine cases on record 
of aeath from the effects of ether, so applied 
by the surgeon, without reckoning two or 
three accidents. A reaction began to set in ; 
some gave up the use of the new agent ; 
others attempted to discover the substances 
that should be as efficient and less dangerous. 
Many substances were found to be more or 
less available (all containing carbon), but 
none were capable of superseding ether until 
Dr. Simpson of Edinburgh, in November, 
1847, published the merits of Chloroform to 
the profession. Experiments had been made 
with that substance by M. Flourens, the 
French physiologist, upon animals, in the 
preceding March ; but Professor Simpson 
stands alone as the establisher of Chloroform 
in the position which it now holds in the med- 
ical profession. Its use spread rapidly ; no 
doubt the more rapidly, because Dr. Simpson 
taught that it should be applied upon a hand- 
kerchief without the use of any apparatus, 
and his invention was, therefore, spared the 
heavy clog which had been attached to the 
use of ether by the instrument-makers. Ether 
as little required machinery of brass and 
glass os Chloroform ; but people fancied that 
ft did. Chloroform was, therefore, at once 
highly recommended by the ease with which 
it was to be administered. 

The death of Hannah Greener at Newcastle, 
who had been in great fear of Chloroform, 
and died in two minutes after its use, first 
impressed people with the idea that even 
Chloroform was not to be respired without 
great precaution. Accidents were however 
few, and instances of striking benefit almost 
innumerable : the use of Chloroform spread 
therefore over Europe, and in the five and a 
half years that have elapsed since its intro- 
duction, the whole number of cases in which 
it has produced death does not amount to 
more than fifty, while the number of cases in 
which life has been saved, by sparing to the 
system of a sick person the shock often at- 
tendant upon a painful operation, are to be 
numberea certainly by thousands. 

This we are now able to prove by tables 


■furnished during the last five years from 
private and hospital experience. A few fig- 
ures, however, will suffice. The deaths after 
great amputations of the ordinary kind (not 
painless), calculated for the half-century, 
were found in the tables collected by Mr. 
Phillips, relating to hospital and private prac- 
tice, to be thirty-five per cent. In Dr. Simp- 
son's estimate, calculated from hospitals 
alone, they were twenty-nine per cent. The 
per centage, computed from all cases in which 
an anaesthetic agent had been used, was found 
to be reduoed to twenty-three. After ampu- 
tations of the thigh the deaths used to be in 
Paris, according to Malgaigne, sixty-nine in 
a hundred ; in the Edinburgh Infirmary, ac- 
cording to Peacock, forty-nine per cent. ; in 
all practice, according to the general tables 
of Phillips, forty-four in a hundred ; at Glas- 

f >w, according to Laurie, thirty-six ; in all 
Qglish and Scottish hospitals, according to 
Simpson, thirty-eight, while, by the use of 
painless operations, the per centime of mor- 
tality has been reduced to twenty-five. 

A few deaths directly occasioned by the use 
of Chloroform or ether are, therefore, no, 
more to be adduced as arguments against the 
employment of those agents, than a few — or 
a great many — deaths by railway, are argu- 
ments for the complete abolition of the rail- 
way system. Chloroform and railways are 
both blessings to humanity ; but it is requi- 
site that they should both be managed care- 
fully. It is a fact very much to the credit of 
the medical profession that instances of acci- 
dent by Chloroform are so much rarer than 
railway accidents. 

When we before discussed this subject, we 
mentioned those cases in which especially 
Chloroform or ether should not be employed ; 
but, we repeat — as it is a kind of information 
which it is advantageous for the Chloroform- 
inhaling public to bear well in mind — that 
the use of such agents is rarely safe in the 
case of persons suffering under disease of tbe 
brain or spinal marrow ; of the heart or lungs, 
having an intermittent pulse ; or when they 
are in a weak and pallid bodily condition. 
Experience also shows that fatal results have 
often followed the administration of Chloro- 
form to persons who had exhibited a decisive 
and unaccountable dread of it. This is a 
curious fact which we may account for as we 
please, either by some theory of instinct, or 
by some superstition of the fore-cast shadow 
of approaching fate. 

The Star in the Desert. By the Author ef 
“ A Trap to Catch a Sunbeam,’* &o. 

The restoration of a wife banished by her hus- 
band on account of his pride of birth, and the 
conversion of the husband himself from infidelity, 
are the subjects of this little tale. It is well- 
managed and prettily told. — Spectator. 
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Gabriel’s marriage. 

CHAPTER THE FIRST. 

One night, daring the period of the first 
French Revolution, the family of Francois 
Sarzeau, a fisherman of Brittany, were all 
waking and watching at an unusually late 
hoar in their cottage on the peninsula of 
Qaberon. Francois had gone out in his boat 
that evening, as usual, to fish. Shortly after 
his departure, the wind had risen, the clouds 
had gathered ; and the storm, which had 
been threatening at intervals throughout the 
whole day, burst forth furiously aDout nine 
o'clock. It was now eleven ; and the raging 
of the wind over the barren, heathy peninsula 
still seemed to increase with each fresh blast 
that tore its way out upon the open sea ; the 
crashing of the waves on the beach was awful 
to hear ; the dreary blackness of the sky 
terrible to behold. Thq longer they listened 
to the storm, the oftener they looked out at it, 
the fainter grew the hopes which the fisher- 
man's family still strove to cherish for the 
safety of Francois Sarzeau and of his younger 
son who had gone with him in the boat. 

There was something impressive in the 
simplicity of the scene that was now passing 
within the cottage. On one side of the great 
nigged black fire-place crouched two Tittle 
gins ; the younger half asleep, with her head 
in her sister's lap. These were the daughters 
of the fisherman ; and opposite to them sat 
their eldest brother, Gabnel. His right arm 
had been badly wounded in a recent encounter 
at the national game of the Soule , a sport 
resembling our English football ; but played 
on both sides in such savage earnest by the 
people of Brittany as to end always in blood- 
shed, often in mutilation, sometimes oven in 
loss of life. On the same bench with Gabriel 
sat his betrothed wife — a girl of eighteen — 
clothed in the plain, almost monastic black 
and white costume of her native district. She 
was the daughter of a small farmer living at 
some little distance from the coast. Between 
the groups formed on either side of the fire- 
place, the vacant space was occupied by the 
foot of a truckle bed. In this bea lay a very 
old man, the father of Francois Sarzeau. His 
haggard face was covered with deep wrinkles ; 
his long white hair flowed over the coarse 
lamp of sacking which served him for a pil- 
low, and his light gray eyes wandered inces- 
santly, with a strange expression of terror and 
suspicion, from person to person, and from 
object to object, in all parts of the room. 
Every time when the wind and sea whistled 
and roared at their loudest, he muttered to 
himself and tossed his hands fretfully on his 
wretched coverlid. On these occasions, his 
eyes always fixed themselves intently on a 
little delf image of the Virgin placed in a 


niche over the fire-place. Whenever they 
saw him look in this direction Gabriel and the 
young girl shuddered and crossed themselves; 
and even the child who still kept awake 
imitated their example. There was one bond 
of feeling at least between the old man and 
his grandchildren, which connected his age 
and their youth unnaturally and closely to- 
gether. This feeling was reverence for the 
superstitions which had been handed down to 
them by their ancestors from centuries and cen- 
turies back, as far even as the age of the Druids. 
The spirit- warnings of disaster and death, 
which the old man heard in the wailing of 
the wind, in the crashing of the waves, in the 
dreary, monotonous rattling of the casement, 
the young man and his affianced wife and the 
little child who cowered by the fire-side, 
heard too. All differences in sex, in tempera- 
ment, in years, Superstition was strong 
enough to strike down to its own dread lovel, 
in the fisherman's cottage, on that stormy 
night. 

Besides the benches by the fire-side and the 
bed, the only piece of furniture in the room 
was a coarse wooden table, with a loaf of 
black bread, a knife, and a pitcher of cider 
placed on it. Old nets, coils of rope, tattered 
sails, hung about the walls and over the 
wooden partition which separated the room 
into two compartments. Wisps of straw and 
ears of barley drooped down through the 
rotten rafters and gaping boards that made the 
floor of the granary above. 

These liBerent objects and the persons in 
the cottage, who oomposed the only surviving 
members of the fisherman's family, were 
strangely and wildly lit up by the blaze of the 
fire and by the still brighter glare of a resin 
torch stuck into a block of wood in the chim- 
ney corner. The red and yellow light played 
full on the weird face of the old man as he 
lay opposite to it, and glanced fitfully on the 
figures of Rose, Gabnel, and the two chil- 
dren ; the great gloomy shadows rose and fell, 
and grew and lessened in bulk about the 
walls like visions of darkness, animated by a 
supernatural spectre-life ; while the dense 
obscurity outside spreading before the curtain- 
less window seemed as a wall of solid dark- 
ness that had closed in forever around the 
fisherman's house. The night-scene within 
the cottage was almost as wild and as dreary 
to look upon as the night-scene without. 

For a long time the different persons in the 
room sat together without speaking, even with- 
out looking at each other. At last, the girl 
turned and whispered something into Gabriel's 
ear. 

“ Rose, what were yon saying to Gabriel 
asked the child opposite, seizing the first 
opportunity of breaking the desolate silence — 
doubly desolate at her age — which was pre- 
served by all around her. 
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44 I was telling him,” answered Rose sim- 
ply, “ that it was time to change the bandages 
on his arm ; and I also said to him, what I 
have often said before, that he most never 
play at that terrible game of the Soule 
again. 

The old man had been looking intently at 
Rose and his grandchild as they spoke. His 
harsh, hollow voice mingled with the last soft 
tones of the young girl, repeating over 
and over again the same terrible words : 
44 Drowned ! drowned l Son and grandson, 
both drowned ! both drowned !” 

44 Hush ! Grandfather,” said Gabriel, 44 we 
must not lose all hope for them yet. God and 
the Blessed Virgin protect them V * ’ He looked 
at the little delf image, and crossed himself ; 
the others imitated him, except the old man. 
He still tossed his hands over the coverlid, 
and still repeated 44 Drowned ! drowned !” 

44 Oh, that accursed Soule! 1 ' groaned the 
young man. 44 But for this wound I should 
have been with my father. The poor boy’s 
life might at least have been saved ; for we 
should then havo left him here.” 

44 Silence !” exclaimed the harsh voioe from 
the bed. 44 The wail of dying men rises 
louder than the loud sea ; the devil’s psalm- 
singing roars higher than the roaring wind ! 
Be silent, and listen ! Francois drowned ! 
Pierre drowned ! Hark ! Hark ! ” 

A terrific blast of wind burst over the 
house, as he spoke, shaking it to its centre, 
overoowering all other sounds, even to the 
deafening crash of the waves. The slumber- 
ing child awoke, and uttered a scream of 
fear. Rose, who had been kneeling before 
her lover, binding the fresh bandages on his 
wounded arm, paused in her occupation, 
trembling from head to foot. Gabriel looked 
towards the window ; his experience told him 
what must be the hurricane fury of that blast 
of wind out at sea, and he sighed bitterly as 
he murmured to himself, 44 God help them 
both — man’s help will be as nothing to 
them now !” 

44 Gabriel !” cried the voice from the bed 
in altered tones — very faint and trembling. 

He did not hear, or did not attend to the 
old man. He was trying to soothe and en- 
courage the trembling girl at his feet. 
44 Don’t be frightened, love,” he said, kiss- 
ing her very gently and tenderly on the fore- 
head. 44 You are as safe here as anywhere. 
Was I not right in saying that it would be 
madness to attempt taking you back to the 
farm-house this evening? You can sleep in 
that room, Rose, when you are tired — you 
can sleep with the two girls.” 

44 Gabriel! brother Gabriel!” cried one of 
the children. 44 0 ! look at grandfather !” 

Gabriel ran to the bedside. The old man 
had raised himself into a sitting position ; his 
eyes were dilated, his whole face was rigid 
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with terror, his hands were stretched out con- 
vulsively towards his grandson. 44 The White 
Women !” he screamed. “The White Wo- 
men ! the grave-diggers of the drowned are 
out on the sea!” xhe children, with cries 
of terror, Bung themselves into Rose’s arms ; 
even Gabriel uttered an exclamation of hor- 
ror, and started back from the bedside. Still 
the old man reiterated, 44 The White Women ! 
The White Women! Open the door, Ga- 
briel ! look out westward, where the ebb tide 
hag left the sand dry. You ’ll see them bright 
as lightning in the darkness, mighty as the 
angels in stature, sweeping like the wind over 
the sea, in their long white garments, with 
their white hair trailing for behind them ! 
Open the door, Gabriel ! You ’ll see them 
stop and hover over the place where your 
father and your brother have been drowned ; 
you ’ll see them come on till they reqch the 
sand ; you ’ll see them dig in it with their 
naked feet, and beckon awfully to the raging 
sea to give up its dead. Open the door, 
Gabriel — or, though it should be the death of 
me, I will get up and open it myself!” 

Gabriel’s face whitened even to' his lips, 
but he made a sign that he would obey. It 
required the exertion of his whole strength to 
keep the door open against the wind, while he 
looked out. 

44 Do you see them, grandson Gabriel? 
Speak the truth, and tell me if you see them,” 
cried the old man. 

44 1 see nothing but darkness — pitch dark- 
ness,” answered Gabriel, letting the door dose 
again. 

44 Ah! woe! woe!” groaned his grand- 
father, sinking back exhausted on the pillow. 
44 Darkness to you; but bright as lightning to the 
eyes that are allowed to see them. Drowned ! 
drowned ! Pray for their souls, Gabriel — I 
see the White Women even where I lie, and 
dare not pray for them. Son and grandson 
drowned ! both drowned !” 

The young man wen t back to Rose and the 
children . 4 4 Grandfather is very ill to-night,” 
he whispered. 44 You had better all go into 
the bedroom, and leave me alone to watch by 
him.” 

They rose as he spoke, crossed themselves 
before the image oi the Virgin, kissed him 
one by one, and, without uttering a word, 
softly entered the little room on the other 
side of the partition. Gabriel looked at his 
grandfather, and, saw that he lay quiet now, 
with bis eyes closed as if he were already 
dropping asleep. The young man then 
heaped some fresh logs on the fire, and sat 
down by it to watch till morning. Very 
dreary was the moaning of the night-storm ; 
but it was not more dreary than the thoughts 
whioh now occupied him in his solitude — 
thoughts darkened and distorted by the terri- 
ble superstitions of his oountry and his raoe. 
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Ever since the period of his mother’s death he 
had been oppressed by the conviction that 
some curse hung over the family. At first 
they had been prosperous, they had got 
money, a little legacy had been left them. 
But this good fortune had availed only for a 
time ; disaster on disaster strangely and sud- 
denly succeeded. Losses, misfortunes, pov- 
erty, want itself had overwhelmed them ; bis 
father *b temper had become so soured, that the 
oldest friends of Francois Sarzeau declared he 
was changed beyond recognition. And now, 
all this past misfortune — the steady, wither- 
• ing, household blight of many years — had 
ended in the last worst misery of all — in 
death. The fate of his father and his brother 
admitted no longer of a doubt — he knew it, as 
he listened to the storm, as he reflected on his 
grandfathers words, as he called to mind his 
own experience of the perils of the sea. And 
this double bereavement had fallen on him just 
as the time was approaching for his marriage 
with Rose ; just when misfortune was most 
ominous of evil, just when it was hardest to 
bear ! Forebodings which he dared not realize 
began now to mingle with the bitterness of his 
grief, whenever his thoughts wandered from 
the present to the future ; and as he sat by the 
lonely fireside, murmuring from time to time 
the church prayer for the repose of the dead, 
he almost involuntarily mingled with it 
another prayer, expressed only in his own 
simple words, for the safety of the living — for 
the young girl whose love was his sole earthly 
treasure ; for the motherless children who 
must now look for protection to him alone. 

He had sat by the hearth a long, long time, 
absorbed in his thoughts, not once looking 
round towards the bed, when he was startled 
by hearing the sound of his grandfather’s 
voioe once more. “ Gabriel,” whispered the 
old man, trembling and shrinking as ho spoke. 
“ Gabriel, do you hear a dripping of water — 
— now slow, now quick agaro — on the floor 
at the foot of my bed?” 

“I hear nothing, grandfather, but the crack- 
ling of the fire, ana the roaring of the storm 
outside.” 

“ Drip, drip, drip ! Faster and faster ; 
plainer and plainer. Take the torch, Gabriel ; 
look down on the floor — look with all your 
eves. Is the place wet there 1 Is it God’s rain 
that is dropping through the roof!” 

Gabriel took the torch with trembling 
fingers, and knelt down on the floor to examine 
it closely. He started back from the place, 
as he saw that it was quite dry — the torch 
dropped upon the hearth — he fell on his knees 
before the statue of the Virgin and hid his 
face. 

“ Is the floor wet? Answer me, I command 
you! — Is the floor wet?” — asked the old 
man quickly and breathlessly. Gabriel rose, 
went back to the bedside, and whispered to 


him that no drop of rain had fallen inside the 
cottage. As he spoke the words, he saw* a 
change pass over his grandfather's face — the 
sharp features seemed to wither up on a sud- 
den ; the eager expression to grow vacant 
and death-like in an instant. The voice too 
altered ; it was harsh and auerulous no more ; 
its tones became strangely soft, slow, and 
solemn, when the old man spoke again. 

“ I hear it still,” he said, “ drip ! drip ! 
faster and plainer than ever. That ghostly 
dropping or w ater is the last and the surest of 
the fatal signs which have told of your father's 
and your brother’s deaths to-night, and I 
know from the place where I hear it — the 
foot of the bed I lie on — that it is a warning 
to me of my own approaching end. I am 
called where my son and ray grandson have 
gone before me ; my weary time in this world 
is over at last. Don’t let Rose and the chil- 
dren come in here, if they should awake — 
they are too young to look at death.” 

Gabriel's blood curdled when he heard these 


words — when he touched his grandfather's 
hand, and felt the chill that it struck to his 
own — when he listened to the raging wind, 
and knew that all help was miles and miles 
away from the cottage. Still, in spite of the 
storm, the darkness, and the distance, he 


thought not for a moment of neglecting the 
duty that had been taught him from his child- 
hood — the duty of summoning the priest to 
the bedside of the dying. “ I must call Rose,” 
he said, “ to watch by you while I am away.” 

“ Stop !” cried the old man, “ stop, Gabriel : 
I implore, I command you not to leave me !” 

“The priest, grandfather — your confes- 


“ It must be mode to you. In this darkness 
and this hurricane no man can keep the path 
across the heath. Gabriel ! I am dying — I 
should be dead before you got back. Gabriel ! 
for the love of the Blessed Virgin, stop here 
with me till I die — ray time is snort — I have 
a terrible secret that I must tell to somebody 
before I draw my last breath ! Your ear to my 
mouth ! — quick ! quick ! ” 

As he spoke the lost words, a slight noise 
was audible on the other side of the partition, 
the door half opened ! and Rose appeared at it, 
looking aflrightedly into the room. The vigi- 
lant eyes of the old man — • suspicious oven in 
death — caught sight of her airectly. “Go 
back !” he exclaimed faintly, before she could 
utter a word, “go back — push her back, 
Gabriel, and nail down the latch in the door, 
if she won’t shut it of herself!” 


“ Dear Rose ! go in again,” implored Ga- 
briel. “ Go in and keep the children from 
disturbing us. You will only make him worse 
— vou can be of no use here !” 

She obeyed without speaking, and shut the 
door again. While the old man clutched him 
by the arm, and repeated, “ Quick ! quick ! 
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— your ear close to my mouth,” Gabriel heard 
her say to the children (who were both awake), 
“ Let us pray for grandfather.” And, as he 
knelt down by the bedside, there stole on his 
ear the sweet, childish tones of his little sisters, 
and the soft, subdued voice of the young girl, 
who was teaching them the prayer, mingling 
divinely with the solemn waning of wind and 
sea, rising in a still and awful purity over the 
hoarse, gasping whispers of the dying man. 

“ I took an oath not to tell it, Gabriel — 
lean down closer ! I ’m weak, and they must n’t 
hear a word in that room — I took an oath 
not to tell it ; but death is a warrant to all 
men for breaking such an oath as that. Listen ; 
don’t lose a word I ’m saying ! Don’t look away 
into the room: the stain of blood-guilt has 
defiled it forever! — Hush! Hush! Hush! 
Let me speak. Now your father ’s dead, I 
can’t carry the horrid secret with me into the 
grave. Just remember, Gabriel — try if you 
can’t remember the time before I was bed- 
ridden — ten years ago and more — it was 
about six weeks, you know, before your 
mother’s death ; you can remember it by that. 
You and all the children were in that room 
with your mother; you were all asleep, I 
think ; it was night, not very late — only nine 
o’clock. Your father and 1 were standing at 
the door, looking out at the heath in the 
moonlight. He was so poor at that time, he 
had' been obliged to sell his own boat, and 
none of the neighbors would take him out 
fishing with them — your father was n’t liked 
by any of the neighbors. Well ; we saw a 
stranger coming towards us ; a very young 
man, with a knapsack on his back. He looked 
like a gentleman, though he was but poorly 
dressed. He came up, and told us ho was 
dead tired, and did n’t think he could reach 
the town that night, and asxed if we would 
give him shelter till morning. And your father 
said yes, if he would make no noise, because 
the wife was ill and the children were asleep. 
So he said all he wanted was to go to sleep 
himself before the fire. We had nothing to 
give him but black bread. He had better 
food with him than that, and undid his knap- 
sack to get at it — and — and — Gabriel ! I ’in 
sinking — drink ! something to drink — I’m 
parched with thirst!” 

Silent and deadly pale, Gabriel poured some 
of the cider from the pitcher on the table into a 
drinking cup, and gave it to the old man. Slight 
as the stimulant was, its effect on him was al- 
most instantaneous. His dull eyes brightened 
a little, and he went on in the same whispering 
tones as before. 

“ He pulled the food out of his knapsack 
rather in a hurry, so that some of the other 
small things in it fell on the floor. Among 
these was a pocket-book, which your father 
picked up and gave him back ; ana he put it 
in his coat-pocket — there was a tear in one 


of the sides of the book, and through the hole 
some bank-notes bulged out. I saw them, 
and so did your father (don’t move away, 
Gabriel ; keep close, there ’s nothing in me to 
shrink from). Well, he shared his food, like 
an honest fellow, with us ; and then put his 
hand in his pocket, and gave me four or five 
livres, and then lay down before the fire to go 
to sleep. As he shut his eyes, your father 
looked at me in a way I did n’t like. He'd 
been behaving very bitterly and desperately 
towards us for some time past ; being soured 
about poverty, and your mother’s illness, and 
the constant crying out of you children for 
more to eat. So, when he told me to go and 
buy some wood, some bread, and some wine 
with the money I had got, I did n’t like, some- 
how, to leave him alone with the stranger ; 
and so made excuses, saying (which was true) 
that it was too late to buy things in the vil- 
lage that night. But he told me in a rage 
to go and do as he bid me, and knock the 
people up if the shop was shut. So I went 
out, beino; dreadfully afraid of your father — 
os indeed we all were at that time — but I 
could n’t make up my mind to go far from the 
house ; I was afraid of something happening, 
though I did n’t dare to think what. I don’t 
know how it was ; hut I stole back in about 
ten minutes on tip-toe, to the cottage ; and 
looked in at the window ; and saw — 0 ! God 
forgive him! 0, God forgive me! — I saw 
— I — more to drink, Gabriel ! I can’t speak 
again — more to drink!” 

The voices in the next room had ceased ; 
but in the minute of silence which now en- 
sued, Gabriel heard his sisters kissing Rose, 
and wishing her good-night. They were all 
three trying to go to sleep again. 

“ Gabriel, pray yourself, and teach your 
children after you to pray, that your father 
may find forgiveness where he is now gone. 
I saw him, plainly as I now seo you, kneeling 
with his knife in one hand over the sleeping 
man. He was taking the little book with the 
notes in it out of the stranger's pocket. He 
got the book into his possession, and held it 
quite still in his hand for an instant, think- 
ing. I believe — 0, no ! no ! — I *m sure, 
he was repenting ; I am sure he was going to 
put the book back ; but just at that moment 
the stranger moved, and raised one of his arms, 
as if he was waking up. Then, the tempta- 
tion of the devil grew too strong for your 
father — I saw him lift the hand with the 
knife in it — but saw nothing more. I could n’t 
look in at the window — I couldn’t move 
away — I could nH cry out ; I stood with my 
back turned towards the house, shivering all 
over, though it was a, warm summer-time, 
and hearing no cries, no noises at all, from 
the room behind me. I was too frightened 
to know how long it was before the opening 
of the cottage door made me turn round; 
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bat when I did, 1 saw jour father standing 
before me in the yellow moonlight, carrying 
in his arms the bleeding body of the poor lad 
who had shared his food with us, and slept 
on our hearth. Hush ! hush ! Don’t groan 
and sob in that way ! Stifle it with the bed- 
clothes. Hush ! you ’ll wake them in the 
next room!” 

‘•Gabriel — Gabriel!” exclaimed a voice 
' from behind the partition. . “ What has hap- 
pened ? Gabriel ! let me come out and be 
with you !” 

“No! no!” cried the old man, collecting 
the last remains of his strength in the attempt 
to speak above the wind, which was just then 
howling at the loudest. “ Stay where you 
are — don’t speak — don’t come out, I com- 
mand you! Gabriel” (his voice dropped to 
a faint whisper), “ raise me up in bed — you 
must hear the whole of it, now — raise me ; 
I ’in choking so that I can hardly speak. 
Keep close and listen — I can’t say much 
more. Where was I? — Ah, your father! 
lie threatened to kill me if I did n’t swear to 
keep it secret ; and in terror of my life I 
swore, lie made me help him carry the 
body — we took it all across the heath — 0 ! 
horrible, horrible, under the bright moon — 
(lift me higher, Gabriel). You know the 
great stones yonder, set up by the heathens ; 
you know the hollow place under the stones 
they call * The Merchant’s Table’ — we had 
plenty of room to lay him in that, and hide 
him so ; and then we ran back to the cottage. 
I never dared go near the place afterwards ; 
no, nor your father either! (Higher, Ga- 
briel! I’m choking again.) We burnt the 
pocket-book and the knapsack — never knew 
his name — we kept the money to spend. 
(You ’re not lifting me ? you ’ro not listening 
close enough !) Your father Baid it was a 
legacy, when you and your mother asked about 
the money. (You hurt me, you shake me to 

f ieces, Gabriel, when you sob like that.) 
t brought a curse on us, the money ; the 
curse has drowned your father and your 
brother ; the curse is killing me ; but I ’ve 
confessed — tell the priest 1 confessed before 
I died. Stop her ; stop Rose ! I hear her 
getting up. Take his bones away from The 
Merchant’s Table, and bury them for the love 
of God! — and tell the priest — (lift me 
higher : lilt me till I ’m on my knees) — if 
your father was alive, he ’d murder me — but 
tell the priest — because of my guilty soul — 
to pray — and remember The Merchant’s 
Table — to bury, and to pray — to pray always 
for ” 


As long as Rose heard faintly the whisper- 
ing of the old man — though do word that he 
said reached her ear — she shrank from open- 
ing the door in the partition. But, when the 
wnispering sounds — which terrified her she 
knew not how or why — first faltered, then 
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ceased altogether ; when she heard the sobs 
that followed them ; and when her heart told 
her who was weeping in the next room — 
then, she began to be influenced by a new 
feeling which was stronger than the strongest 
fear, and she opened the door without hesitat- 
ing — almost without trembling. 

The coverlid was drawn up over the old 
man ; Gabriel was kneeling by the bedside, 
with bis face bidden. When she spoke to 
him, he neither answered nor looked at her. 
After a while, the sobs that shook him ceased ; 
but still he never moved — except once when 
she touched him, and then he shuddered — 
shuddered under her hand ! She called in his 
little sisters, and they spoke to him, and still 
he uttered no word in reply. They wept. 
One by one, often and often, thfcy entreated 
him with loving words; but the stupor of 
grief which held him speechless and motion- 
less was beyond the power of human tears, 
stronger even than the strength of human 
love. 

It was near i ay break v and the storm was 
lulling — but still no change occurred at the 
bedside. Once or twice, as Rose knelt near 
Gabriel, still vainly endeavoring to arouse 
him to a sense of her presence, she thought 
she heard the old man breathing feebly, and 
stretched out her hand towards the coverlid ; 
but she could not summon courage to touch 
him or to look at him. This was the first 
time she had ever been present at a death- 
bed ; the stillness in the room, the stupor of 
despair that had seized Gabriel, so horrified 
her, that she was almost as helpless as the 
two children by her side. It was not till the 
dawn looked in at the cottage window — so 
coldly, so drearily, and yet so reassuringly — 
that she began to recover her self-possession 
at all. Then she knew that her best resource 
would be to summon assistance immediately 
from the nearest house. While she was try- 
ing to persuade the two children to remain 
alone in the cottage with Gabriel, during her 
temporary absence, she was startled by the 
sound of footsteps outside the door. It 
opened, and a man appeared on the threshold, 
standing still there for a moment in the dim 
uncertain light. She looked closer — looked 
intently at him. It was Francois Sarxeau 
himself! 

Ho was dripping with wet ; but his face — 
always pale and inflexible — seemed to be but 
little altered in expression by the perils through 
which he must have passed dunng the night. 
Young Pierre lay almost insensible in his arms. 
In the astonishment and fright of the first mo- 
ment, Rose screamed as she recognized him. 

“ There ! there ! there !” he said, peevishly, 
advancing straight to the hearth with his 
burden, “ don’t make a noise. You never 
expected to see us alive again, I dare say. 
We gave ourselves up as lost, and only escaped 
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after dll by a miracle.” He laid the boy bling all over,” said Francois. “If he is 
down where be could get the full warmth of dying at all, he is dying of cold : help me to 
the fire; and then, turning round, took a lilt him, bed and all, to the hearth.” 
wicker-covered bottle from his pocket, and 44 No, no ! don’t let him touch me !” gasped 

said, 44 If it had n’t been for the brandy ! ” the old man. 44 Don’t let him look at me in 

He stopped suddenly — started — put down that way ! Don’t let him come near me, Ga- 
the bottle on the bench near him — and ad* briel ! Is it his ghost! or is it himself?” 
vanced quickly to the bedside. As Gabriel answered, he heard a knocking 

Rose looked after him as he went ; and saw at the door. His father opened it ; and dis- 
Gabriel, who had risen when the door was closed to view some people from the neighbor- 
opened, moving back from the bed as Francois ing fishing village, who had come — more out 
approached. The young man’s face seemed of curiosity than sympathy — to inquire 
to nave been suddenly struck to stone — its whether Francois and the boy, Pierre, had 
blank ghastly whiteness was awful to look at. survived the night. Without asking any one 
He moved slowly backward and backward to enter, the fisherman surlily and shortly an- 
till he came to the cottage wall — then stood swered the various questions addressed to 
quite still, staring on his father with wild, him, standing in his own doorway. While 
vacant eyes, moving his hands to and fro be- he was thus engaged, Gabriel heard his grand- 
fore him, muttering ; but never pronouncing father muttering vacantly to himself — 44 Last 
one audible word. night — how aoout last night, grandson? 

Francois did not appear to notice his son ; What was I talking about last night ? Did I 
he had the coverlid of the bed in his hand, say your father was drowned? Very foolish 
44 Anything the matter here?” he asked, as to say he was drowned, and then see him 
he drew it down. , oome back alive again ? But it was n’t that 

Still Gabriel could not speak. Rose saw it, — I ’m so weak in my head, I can ’t remem- 
atid answered for him. 44 Gabriel is afraid ber ! What was it, Gabriel ? Something too 
that his poor grandfather is dead,” she whis- horrible to speak of? Is that what you ’re 
pered nervously. whispering and trembling about ? I said 

“Dead!” There was no sorrow in the nothing horrible. A crime? Bloodshed? I 
tone, as he echoed the word. 44 Was he very know nothing of any crime or bloodshed here 
bad in the night before his death happened ? — I must have been frightened out of my wits 
Did he wander in his mind ? He has been to talk in that way ! The Merchant’s Table ? 
rather light-headed lately.” Only a big heap of old stones! What with 

44 He was very restless, and spoke of the the storm, and thinking I was going to die* 
ghostly warnings that we all know of: he and being afraid about your father, I must 
said he saw and heard many things which have been light-headed. Don’t give another 
told him from the other world that you and thought to that nonsense, Gabriel ! I ’m bet- 

Pierre Gabriel !” she screamed, suddenly ter now. We shall all live to laugh at poor 

interrupting herself. 44 Look at him ! Look grandfather for talking nonsense about crime 
at his face! Your grandfather is not dead!” and bloodshed in his sleep. Ah! poor old 
At that moment, Francois was raising his man — last night — light-headed — fancies 
father ’8 head to look closely at him. A faint and nonsense of an old man — why don’t you 
spasm had indeed passed over the deathly laugh at it? I’m laughing — so light-headed 
faoe; the lips quivered, the jaw dropped. — so light — !” 

Francois shuddered as he looked, and moved He stopped suddenly. A low cry, partly 
away hastily from the bed. At the same in- of terror and partly of pain, escaped him ; 
stant Gabriel started from the wall ; his ex- the look of pining anxiety and imbeoile 

S ression altered, his pale cheeks flushed sud- cunning which had distorted his face while 
enly, as he snatched up the wicker-cased he had been speaking, faded from it forever, 
bottle, and poured all the little brandy that He shivered a little — breathed heavily once 
was left in it down his grandfather’s throat, or twice — then became auite still. Had he 
The effect was nearly instantaneous ; the died with a falsehood on his lips ? 
sinking vital forces rallied desperately. The Gabriel looked round, and saw that the ootr 
old man’s eyes opened again, wandered round tage-door was closed, and that his father was 
the room, then fixed themselves intently on standing against it. How long he had occu- 
Frangois, as he stood near the fire. Trying pied that position, how many of the old man’s 
and terrible as his position was at that mo- last words he hod heard, it was impossible to 
ment, Gabriel still retained self-possession conjecture, but there was a lowering suspicion 
enough to whisper a few words in Rose’s ear. in his harsh face as ho now looked away from 
44 Go back again into the bedroom, and take the corpse to his son, which made Gabriel 
the children with you,” he said. 44 We may shudder ; and the first question that ho asked, 
have something to speak about which you once more approaching the bedside, was ex- 
had better not near.” pressed in tones which, quiet as they were, 

44 Son Gabriel, your grandfather is trem- had a fearful meaning in them. 44 What did 
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your grandfather talk about last night V’ he trying in every way. He most have been a 
asked. good deal shaken in his wits, last night, be* 

Gabriel did not answer. All that he had tween fears about himself, and fears about me« 
beard, all that he had seen, all the misery and (To think of my being angry with you, Ga- 
horror that might yet be to come, had stunned briel, for being a little alarmed — very natu* 
his mind. The unspeakable dangers of htepres- rally — by an old man’s queer fancies ! ) Come 
ent position were too tremendous to be real- out, Rose — come out of the bedroom when* 
ized. . He could only feel vaguely as yet in ever you are tired of it : you must learn sooner 
the weary torpor that oppressed bis heart ; or later to look at death calmly. Shake hands, 
while in every other direction the use of his Gabriel ; and let us make it up, and say no 
faculties, physical and mental, seemed to have more about what has passed. You won’t? 
suddenly and totally abandoned him. Still angry with me for what I said to you 

“ Is your tongue wounded, son Gabriel, as just now? Ah ! — you ’ll think better about 
well as your arm ?” his father went on, with a it, by the time I return. Come out, Rose, 
bitter laugh. “ I come back to you, saved by we ’ve no secrets here.” 
a miracle ; and you never speak to me. Would “ Where are you going to?” asked Gabriel, 

S >u rather I had died than the old man there ? as he saw his father hastily open the door. 

e can’t hear you now — why should n’t you “ To tell the priest that one of his congre- 
tell me what nonsense he was talking last gation is dead, and to have the death regie* 
night? — You won’t? I say you shall!” tered,” answered Francois. “These are my 

£ e crossed the room and put his back to the duties, and must be performed before I take 
>r.) “ Before either of us leave this place, any rest.” 
you shall confess it ! You know that my duty He went out hurriedly, as he said these 
U> the Church bids me go at onoe, and tell the words. Gabriel almost trembled at himself, 
priest of your grandfather’s death. If I leave when he found that he breathed more freely, 
that duty unfulfilled, remember it is through that he felt less horribly oppressed both in 
your fault ! You keep me here — for here I mind and body, the moment his father’s back 
stop till I am obeyed. Ho you hear that, idiot ? was turned. Fearful as that thought was now. 
Speak ! Speak instantly, or you shall repent it was still a change for the better even to be 
it to the day of your death ! I ask again — capable of thinking at all. Was the behavior 
what did your grandfather say to you when of his father compatible with innocence ? 
be was wandering in his mind, last night?” Could the old man's confused denial of his 
' “ He spoke of a crime, committed by own words in the morning and in the presence 
another, and guiltily kept secret by him,” of his son, be set for one instant against the 
answered Gabnel slowly and sternly. “ And circumstantial confession that he nad made 
this morning he denied his own words with during the night, alone with his grandson? 
bis last living breath. But last night, if he These were the terrible questions which Gabriel 
•poke the truth — ” now asked himself ; and which he shrank in- 

“ The truth!” echoed Francois. “What voluntarily from answering. And yet, that 
truth?” Ho stopped, his eyes foil, then doubt, the solution of which would one way 
turned towards the corpse. For a few minutes or the other irrevocably affect the whole future 
be stood steadily contemplating it; breathing of his life, must sooner or later be solved at 
quickly, and drawing his hand several times any hazards ! There was but one way of set- 
acrose his forehead. Then he faced his son ting it at rest — to go instantly, while his 
onoe more. In that short interval he had be- father was absent, and examine the hollow 
come in oatward appearance a changed man : place under “ The Merchant’s Table.” If his 
expression, voice, and manner, all were al* grandfather’s confession bad really been made 
tered. “ Heaven forgive me !” he said, “ but while he was in possession of his senses, this 
I ( could almost laugh at myself, at this solemn place (which Gabriel knew to be covered in 
moment, for having spoken and acted just now from wind and weather) had never been vis* 
9b much like a fool ! Denied his words, did ited since the commission of the crime by the 
he ? Poor old man ! they say sense often perpetrator, or by bis unwilling accomplice : 
comes back to light-headed people just before though time had destroyed all besides, the 
death ; and he is a proof of it. The fact is, hair and the bones of the victim would still be 
Gabriel, my own wits must have been a little left to bear witness to the truth — if truth 
shaken — and no wonder — by what I went bad indeed been spoken. As this conviction 
through last night and what I have come grew on him, the young man’s cheek paled ; 
home to this morning. As if you, or anybody, and he stopped irresolute, half wav between 
etarfd ever really give serious credit to the wan- the hearth and the door. Then he looked 
doing speeches of a dying old man ! (Where down doubtfully at the corpse on the bed; 
IMtaael Why did you send her away ?) I and then there came upon him, suddenly, a 
dtan’t wonder at your still looking a little revulsion of feeling. A wild, feverish imps- 
•tainted; and feeling low in your mind, and all tienoe to know the worst without another in* 
that — for you’ve had a trying night of it; stant of delay possessed him. Only telling 
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Rose that he should be back soon, and that he knew that his errand must be performed, 
she must watch by the dead in his absence, and he nerved himself to go through with it; 
he left the cottage at once, without waiting for he dared not return to the cottage until 
to bear her reply, even without looking back the mystery had been cleared up at once and 
as he closed the door behind him. forever. 

There were two tracks to The Merchant’s Tho^Merchant’s Table was formed by two 
Table. One, the longer of the two, by the huge stones resting horizontally on throe 
coast dills ; the other across the heath. But others. In the troubled times of more than 
this latter path was also, for some little dis- half a century ago, regular tourists were un- 
tance, the path which led to the village and known among the Druid monuments of Brit- 
the church. He was afraid of attracting bis tany ; and the entrance to the hollow place 
father’s attention here, so he took the direc- under the stones — since often visited bvstran- 
tion of the coast. At one spot, the track gers — was at this time nearly choked up by 
trended inland, winding round some of the brambles and weeds. Gabriel’s first look at 
many Druid monuments scattered over the this tangled nook of briars convinced him 
country. This place was on high ground, and that the place had not been entered — perhaps 
commanded a view, at no great distance, of for years — by any living being. Without 
the path leading to the village, just where it allowing himself to hesitate (for he felt that 
branched off from the heathy ridge which ran the slightest delay might be fatal to his reso- 
in the direction of The Merchant’s Table, lution) ho passed as gently as possible through 
Here Gabriel descried the figure of a man the brambles, and knelt down at the low, 
standing with his back towards the coast, dusky, irregular entrance of the hollow place 
This figure was too far off to be identified with under the stones. 

absolute certainty; but it looked like, and His heart throbbed violently, his breath 
might well be, Francois Sarzeau. Whoever be almost failed him; but be forced himself to 
was, the man was evidently uncertain which crawl a few feet into the cavity, and then 
way he should proceed. When he moved for- groped with his hand on the ground about 
ward it was first to advance Several paces to- him. He touched something ! Something 
wards The Merchant’s Table — then he went which it made his flesh creep to handle ; 
back again towards the distant cottages and something which he would fain have dropped, 
the church. Twice he hesitated thus; the butvhicn he grasped tight in spite of him- 
second time pausing long before he appeared self. He drew back into the outer air and 
finally to take the way that led to the village, sunshine. Was it a human bone ? No ! he 
Leaving the post or observation among the had been the dupe of his own morbid terror, 
stones, at which he had instinctively halted — he had only taken up a fragment of dried 
Jbr some minutes past, Gabriel now proceeded wood ! 

in his own path. Could this man really be Feeling shame at such self-deception as this, 
his father? And if it were so, why did he was about to throw the wood from him 
Francois Sarzeau only determine to go to the before he reentered the place, when another 
village where his business lay, after having idea occurred to him. Though it was dimly 
twice vainly attempted to persevere in taking lighted through one or two chinks in the 
* the exactly opposite direction of The Mer- stones, the far part of the interior of the cav- 
chant’s Table? Did he really desire to go ity was still too dusky to admit of perfect 
there ? Had he heard the name mentioned, examination by the eye, oven on a bright sun- 
when the old man referred to it in his dying shiny morning. Observing this, he took out 
wards ? And had he failed to summon the tinder box and matches, which — like the 
courage enough to make all safe by removing other inhabitants of the district — he always 

? This last question was too horrible to carried about with him for the purpose of 

be punued : Gabriel stifled it oflrightedly in lighting his pipe, determining to use the 
in his own heart, as he .went on. piece of wood as a torch which might illumi- 

He reached the great Druid monument, nate the darkest corner of the place when he 
without meeting a living soul on his way. next entered it. Fortunately, the wood had 
The sun was rising, and the mighty storm remained so long and had been preserved so 
clouds of the nignt were parting asunder dry in its sheltered position, that it caught 
wildly over the whole eastward horizon. The fire almost as easily os a piece of paper. The 
waves still leapt and foamed gloriously ; but moment it was fairly aflame Gabriel went into 
the gale had Bunk to a keen, fresh breeze. As the cavity — penetrating at once, this time, to 
Gabriel looked up, and saw how brightly the its farthest extremity, 
promise of a lovely day was written in the He remained among the stones long enough 
heavens, he irembled as he thought of the for the wood to bum down nearly to his hand, 
search which he was now about to make. When hq came out, and flung the burning 
The sight of ihe fair fresh sunrise jarred hor- fragment from him, his face was flushed 
ribly with the suspicions of committed murder deeply, his eyes sparkled. He leapt carelessly 
that were rankling foully in his heart. But on to the heath, over the bushes through 
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which he had threaded his way so warily but 
a few minptes before, exclaiming, “ I may 
marry Rose with a clear conscience now — ay, 
I am the son of as honest a man as there is 
in Brittany !" He had closely examined the 
cavity in every comer, and not the slightest 
sign that any dead body had ever been laid 
there was visible in the hollow place under 
The Merchant's Table. 

CHAPTER THE SECOND. 

“ I may marry Rose with a clear conscience 
now!’* There are some parts of the world, 
where it would be drawing no natural picture 
of human nature to represent a son as believ- 
ing conscientiously tnat an offence against 
life and the laws of hospitality, secretly com- 
mitted by his father, rendered him, though 
innocent of all participation in it, unworthy 
to fulfil his engagement with his affianced 
wife. Among the simple inhabitants of Ga- 
briel's province, however, such acuteness of 
conscientious sensibility as this was no extraor- 
dinary exception to all general rules. Ig- 
norant and superstitious as they might be, 
the people of Brittany practised the duties of 
hospitality as devoutly as they practised the 
duties of the national religion. The presence 
of the stranger-guest, rich or poor, was a 
sacred presence at their hearths. His safety 
was their especial charge — his property their 
especial responsibility. They might be half- 
starved, but they were ready to share the last 
crust with him nevertheless, as they would 
share it with their own children. Any out- 
rage on the virtue of hospitality, thus bom 
and bred in the people, was viewed by them 
with universal disgust, and punished by uni- 
versal execration. This ignominy was upper- 
most in Gabriel's thoughts by the side of his 
grandfather's bed ; the dread of this worst 
dishonor, which there was no wiping out, 
held him speechless before Rose, shamed and 
horrified him so that he felt unworthy to look 
her in the face ; and when the result of his 
search at the Merchant's Table proved the 
absence there of all evidence of the crime 
spoken of by the old man, the blessed relief, 
the absorbing triumph of that discovery was 
expressed entirely in the one thought which 
had prompted his first joyful words : — He 
could marry Rose with a clear conscience, for 
he was the son of an honest man ! 

When he returned to the cottage, Franeois 
had not come hack. Rose was astonished at 
the change in Gabriel's manner ; even Pierre 
and the children remarked it. Rest and 
warmth had by this time so far recovered the 
younger brother, that he was able to give 
•ome account of the perilous adventures of 
the night at sea. They were still listening 
to the boy's narrative when Francois at last 
returned. It was now Gabriel who held out 
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his hand, and made the first advances towards 
reconciliation. 

To his utter amazement, his father recoiled 
from him. The variable temper of Francois 
had evidently changed completely during bis 
absence at the village. A settled scowl of 
distrust darkened his face, as he looked at 
his son. “ I never shake hands with people 
who have once doubted me," he said loudly 
and irritably ; “ for I always doubt them for- 
ever after. You are a bad son ! You have 
suspected your father of some infamy that 
you dare not openly charge him with, on no 
other testimony than the rambling nonsense 
of & half-witted, dying old man. Don't speak 
to me ! I won’t hear you ! An innocent man 
and a spy are bad company. Go and denounce 
me, you Judas in disguise ! I don’t care for 
vour secret or for you. What 's that girl 
feo se doing here still ! Why has n't she gono 
home long ago ? The priest ’s coining ; we 
don’t want strangers in the house of death. 
Take her back to the farm-house, and stop 
there with her, if you like ; nobody wants 
you here!" 

There was something in the manner and 
look of the speaker, as he uttered these words, 
so strange, so sinister, so indescribably sug- 
gestive of his meaning much more than he 
said, that Gabriel felt his heart sink within 
him instantly ; and almost at the same mo- 
ment this fearful question forced itself irre- 
sistibly on his mind — might not his father 
have followed him to The Sfcrchant’s Table ? 
Even if he had been desired to speak, he could 
not have spoken now, while that question and 
the suspicion that it brought with it were 
utterly destroying all the reassuring hopes 
and convictions of the morning. The mental 
suffering produced by the sudden change from 
pleasure to pain in all his thoughts, reacted 
on him physically. He felt as if lie were 
stifling in the air of the cottage, in the pres- 
ence of his father ; and when Rose hurried on 
her walking attire, and, with a face which 
alternately flushed and turned pale with every 
moment, approached the door, be went out 
with her as hastily os if he had been flying 
from his home. Ifever had the fresh air ana 
the free daylight felt like heavenly and guar- 
dian influences to him until now ! 

He could comfort Rose under his father's 
harshness, he could assure her of his own af- 
fection , that no earthly influence could change, 
while they walked together towards the farm- 
house ; but he could do no more. He durst 
not confide to her the subject that was upper- 
most in his mind : of all human beings she 
was the last to whom be oould reveal the 
terrible secret that was festering at his heart. 
As soon as they got within sight of the farm- 
house, Gabriel stopped ; ana, promising to 
see her again soon, took leave of Rose with. 
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assumed ease in his manner and with real 
despair in his heart. Whatever the poor girl 
might think of it, he felt, at that momont, 
that he had not courage to face her father, 
and hear him talk happily and pleasantly, as 
his custom was, of Rose's approaching mar- 

"lift to himself, Gabriel wandered hither 
and thither over the open heath, neither 
knowing nor caring in what direction he 
turned his steps. The doubts about his 
father's innocence, which had been dissipated 
by his visit to The Merchant's Table, that 
father's own language and manner had now 
revived — hod even confirmed, though he dared 
not yet acknowledge so much to himself. It 
was terriblo enough to be obliged to admit 
that the result of his morning's search was, 
alter all, not conclusive — that the mystery 
was in very truth not yet cleared up. The 
violence of his father's lost words of distrust ; 
the extraordinary and indescribable changes in 
his father's manner while uttering them — 
what did these things mean ? Guilt or inno- 
cence! Again, was it any longer reasonable 
to doubt the death-bed confession made by his 
grandfather? Was it not, on the contrary, 
far more probable that the old man's denial 
in the morning of his own words at night, hod 
been made under the influence of a panic 
terror, when his moral consciousness was be- 
wildered, and his intellectual faculties were 
sinking? The longer Gabriel thought of 
these questions, the less competent — possibly 
also the less willing — he felt to answer them. 
Should he seek advice from others wiser than 
he? No : not while the thousandth part of 
a chance remained that his father was inno- 
cent. This thought was still in his mind, 
when he found himself once more in sight of 
his home. He was still hesitating near the 
door, when he saw it opened cautiously. His 
brother Pierre looked out, and then oame 
running towards him.. “ Come in, Gabriel ; 
oh, do come in!" said the boy earnestly. 
“ We are afraid to be alone with father. 
He 's been beating us for talking of you." 

Gabriel went in. His father looked up 
from the hearth where he was sitting, mut- 
tered the word “ Spy !" and made a gesture 
of contempt — but did not address a word 
directly to his son. The hours passed on in 
silence ; afternoon waned into evening, and 
evening into night ; and still he never spoke 
to any of his ohildren. Soon after it was dark, 
he went out, and took his net with him — 
saying that it was better to be alone on the 
sea than in the house with a spy. When he 
returned the next morning, there was no 
change in him. Days passed — weeks , months 
even elapsed — and still, though his manner 
insensibly became what it used to be towards 
his other children, it never altered towards bis 
eldest son. At the rare periods when they 


now met, except when absolutely obliged to 
speak, he preserved total silence .in his inter- 
course witn Gabriel. Ho would never take 
Gabriel out with him in the boat ; he would 
never sit alone with Gabriel in the house ; be 
would never eat a meal with Gabriel ; he 
would never let the other children talk to 
him about Gabriel ; and he would never hear 
a word in expostulation, a word in reference 
to anything his dead father had said or done 
on the night of the storm, from Gabriel him- 
self. 

The young man pined and changed so that 
even Rose hardly knew him again, under 
this cruel system of domestic excommuni- 
cation ; under the wearing influence of the 
one unchanging doubt which never left him ; 
and, more than all, under the incessant re- 
proach os of his own conscience, aroused by 
the sense that be was evading a responsibility 
which it was his solemn, his immediate duty 
to undertake. But no sting of conscience, 
no ill-treatment at home, and no self-re- 
proaches for failing in his duty of confession, 
as a good Catholic, were powerful enough in 
their influence over Gabriel to make him 
disclose the secret, under the oppression of 
which his very life was wasting away. He 
knew that if he once revealed it, whether 
his father was ultimately proved to he guilty 
or innooent, there would remain a slur and a 
suspicion on the family, and on Rose besides, 
from her approaching connection with it, 
which in their time and in their generation 
could never be removed. The reproach of 
the world is terrible even in the crowded 
city, where many of the dwellers in our 
abiding-place ore strangers to us — but it 
is far more terrible in the country, where 
none near us are strangers, where all talk of 
us and know of us, where nothing intervenes 
between us and the tyranny of the evil tonguo. 
Gabriel had not courage to face this, and dare 
the fearful chance of life-long ignominy — no, 
not even to serve the sacred interests of 
justice, of atonement, and of truth. 

While he still remained prostrated under 
the affliction that was wasting his energies of 
body and mind, Brittany was visited by a 
great public calamity, in which all private 
misfortunes were overwhelmed for a while. 
It was now the time when the ever-gathering 
storm of the French Revolution had risen to 
its hurricane climax. Those ohiefs of the 
new republic were now in power, whose last, 
worst madness it was to decree the extinction 
of religion and the overthrow of everything 
that outwardly symbolized it, throughout 
the whole of the oountry that they governed. 
Already this decree had been executed to the 
letter in and around Paris ; and now the 
soldiers of the republio were on their way to 
Brittany, headed by commanders whose com- 
mission was to root out the Christian religion 
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in the last and the rarest of the strongholds 
still left to it in France. 

These men began their work in a spirit 
worthy of the worst of their superiors, who 
had rant them to do it. They gutted 
churches, they demolished chapels, they over- 
threw roadside crosses wherever they fouud 
them. The terrible guillotine devoured hu- 
man lives in the villages of Brittany, as it 
had devoured them in the streets of Paris ; 
the musket and the sword, in highway and 
byway, wreaked havoc on the people — even 
on women and children kneeling in the act of 
prayer ; the priests were tracked night and 
from one hiding-place where they still 
offered up worship to another, and were killed 
as soon as overtaken — every atrocity was 
committed in every district ; but the Christian 
religion still spread wider thgn the widest 
bloodshed ; still sprang up with ever-renewed 
vitality from under the very feet of the men 
whose vain fury was powerless to trample it 
down. Everywhere the people remained true 
to their Faith ; everywhere the priests stood 
firm by them in their sorest need. The exe- 
cutioners of the republic had been sent to 
make Brittany a country of apostates ; they 
did their worst, and left it a country of 
martyrs. 

One evening, while this frightful persecu- 
tion was still raging, Gabriel happened to be 
detained unusually late at the cottage of 
Rose’s father. He had lately spent much of 
his time at the farm-house ; it was his only 
refuge now from that place of suffering, of 
silence, and of secret shame, which he hod 
once called home! Just as he had taken 
leave of Rose for the night, and was about to 
open the farm-house door, her father stopped 
him, and pointed to a chair in the chimney 
corner. “ Leave us alone, my dear,” said the 
old man to his daughter ; “ I want to speak 
to Gabriel. You can go to your mother in 
the next room.” 

The words which P£re Bonan — as he was 
called by the neighbors — had now to say in 
private, were destined to lead to very unex- 
pected events. After referring to the altera- 
tion which had appeared of late in Gabriel’s 
manner, the old man began by asking him, 
sorrowfully but not suspiciously, whether he 
still preserved his old affection for Rose. On 
receiving an eager answer in the affirmative, 
Pdre Bonan then referred to the persecution 
still raging through the country, and to the 
consequent possibility that he, like others of 
his countrymen, might yet be called to suffer 
and perhaps to die for the cause of his reli- 
gion. Jf this last act of self sacrifice were 
required of him, Rose would be left unpro- 
tected, unless her affianced husband per- 
formed his promise to her, and assumed, 
without delay, the position of her lawful 
guardian. “ Let me know that you will do 


this,” concluded the old man. “ I shall be 
resigned to all that may be required of me, 
if I con only know that I shall not die 
leaving Rose unprotected.” Gabriel gave the 
roraira — gave it with his whole heart. As 
e took leave of P£re Bonan, the old man 
said to him : — 

“ Come here to-morrow ; I shall know more 
then, than I know now — I shall be able to 
fix with certainty the day for the fulfilment 
of your engagement with Rose.” 

Why did Gabriel hesitate at the farm-honse 
door, looking back on P&re Bonan as though 
he would fkm say something, and yet not 
speaking a word ? Why, after he had gone 
out and walked onward several paces, did he 
suddenly stop, return auickly to the farm- 
house, stand irresolute before the gate, and 
then retrace his steps, sighing heavily as he 
went, but never pausing again on his home- 
ward way? Because the torment of hie 
horrible secret had grown harder to bear 
than ever, since be had given the promise 
that hod been required of him. Because, 
while a strong impulse moved him frankly to 
lay bare his hidden dread and doubt to the 
father whose beloved daughter was soon to 
be his wife, there was a yet stronger passive 
influence which paralyzed on his lips the 
terrible confession that he knew not whether he 
was the son of an honest man, or the soa of 
an assassin and a robber. Made desperate by 
his situation, he determined, while he hast- 
ened homeward, to risk the worst and ask 
that fatal question of his father in plain 
words. But this supreme trial for parent 
and child was not to be. When he entered 
the cottage, Francois was absent. He had 
told the younger children that he should not 
be home again before noon on the next day. 

Early in the morning Gabriel repaired to 
the farm-house, os he had been bidden. Influ- 
enced by his love for Rose, blindly confiding 
in the faint hope (which in despite of heart 
and conscience he still forced himself to 
cherish) that his father might be innocent, he 
now preserved the appearance at least of per- 
fect calmness. “ If I tell my secret to Rose’s 
father, I risk disturbing in him that confi- 
dence in the future safety of his child, for 
which I am his present and only warrant” — 
something like this thought was in Gabriel’s 
mind, as no took the hand of P&re Bonan, and 
waited anxiously to hear what was required 
of him on that day. 

“ We have a* short respite from danger,, 
Gabriel,” said the old man. “News nap 
come to me that the spoilers of our churches 
and the murderers of our congregations have 
been stopped on their way hitherward 
tidings which have reached them from another 
district. This interval of peace and safety 
will be a short one — we must take advantage 
of it while it is yet ours. My name is among 
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the names on the list of the denounced ; if 
the soldiers of the Republic find me here ! — 
but we will say nothing more of this ; it is of 
Rose and of you that I must now speak. On 
this very evening your marriage may be 
solemnised with all the wonted rites of our 
holy religion, and the blessing may be pro- 
nounced over you by the lips of a priest. 
This evening, therefore, Gabriel, you must 
become the husband and the protector of 
Rose. Listen to me attentively, and I will 
tell you how.” 

This was the substance of what Gabriel now 
heard from P&re Bon an : — 

Not very long before the persecution broke 
out in Brittany, a priest, known generally by 
the name of Father Paul, was appointed to a 
curacy in one of the northern districts of the 
province. He fulfilled all the duties of his 
station in such a manner as to win the confi- 
dence and affection of every member in his 
congregation, and was often spoken of with 
respect, even in parts of the country distant 
from the scene of his labors. It was not, 
however, until the troubles broke out, and 
the destruction and bloodshed began, that he 
became renowned far and wide, from one end 
of Brittany to another. From the date of the 
very first persecutions the name of Father 
Paul w as a rallying cry of the hunted peas- 
antry ; he was their great encouragement 
under oppression, thoir example in danger, 
their lost and only consoler in the hour of 
death. Wherever havoc and ruin raged most 
fiercely, wherever the pursuit was hottest and 
the slaughter most cruel, there the intrepid 
priest was sure to be seen pursuing his sacred 
duties in defiance of every peril. His hair- 
breadth escapes from death ; his extraordi- 
nary reappearances in parts of the country 
where no one ever expected to see him again, 
were regarded by the poorer classes with 
superstitious awe. Wherever Father Paul 
appeared, with his black dress, his calm face, 
ana the ivory crucifix which he always ear- 
ned in his hand, the people reverenced him 
as more than mortal ; and grew at last to be- 
lieve that, single-handed, he would success- 
fully defend bis religion against the armies of 
the republic. But their simple confidence in 
his powers of resistance was soon destined to 
be shaken. Fresh reinforcements arrived in 
Brittany, and overran the whole provinco 
froip one end to the other. One morning, 
after celebrating service in a dismantled 
ohorcb, and after narrowly escaping with his 
life from those who pursued him, the priest 
disappeared. Secret inquiries were made 
after him in all directions ; but be was heard 
of no more. 

Many weary days hod passed, and the dis- 
pirited peasantry had already mourned him 
as dead, when some fishermen on the northern 
r . coast obeervod a ship of light burden in the 


offing, making signals to the shore. They pat 
off to her in their boats ; and on reaching the 
deck saw standing before them the well- 
remembered figure of Father Paul. He had 
returned to his congregations ; and hod 
founded the new altar that they were to 
worship at, on the deck of a ship ! Razed 
from the face of the earth, their Church had 
not been destroyed — for Father Paul and the 
priests who acted with him had given that 
Church a refuge on the sea. Henceforth, 
their children could still be baptized, their 
sons and daughters could still be married, the 
burial of their dead could still he solemnized, 
under the sanction of the old religion for 
which, not vainly, they had suffered so pa- 
tiently and so long. Throughout the remain- 
ing time of trouble, the services were un- 
interrupted <£i board the ship. *A code of 
signals was established by which those ou 
shore were always enabled to direct their 
brethren at sea towards such parts of the 
coast as happened to be uninfested by the 
enemies of their worship. On the morning 
of Gabriel's visit to toe farm-house, these 
signals had shaped the course of the ship 
towards the extremity of tho peninsula of 
Quiberon. The people of the district were 
all prepared to expect the appearance of the 
vessel some time in the evening, and had 
their boats ready at a moment s notice to 
put off and attend the service. At the con- 
clusion of this service P&re Bonan hod ar- 
ranged that the marriage of his daughter and 
Gabriel was to take place. 

They waited for evening at the farm-honse. 
A little before sunset the ship was signalled 
as in sight ; and then P£re Bonan and his 
wife, followed by Gabriel and Rose, set forth 
over the heath to the beach. With the soli- 
tary exception of Francois Sarzeau, the whokj 
population of the neighborhood was already 
assembled there , Gabriel’s brother and sis- 
ters being among the number. It was the 
calmest evening that had been known lor 
months. There was not a cloud in the 
lustrous sky — not a ripple on the still surface 
of the sea. The smallest children were suf- 
fered by their mothers to stray down on the 
beach as they pleased ; for the waves of the 
great ocean slept as tenderly and noiselessly 
on their sandy bed, as if they had been 
changed into the waters of an inland lake. 
Slow, almost imperceptible, was the approach 
of the ship — there was hardly a breath of 
wind to carry her on — she was just drifting 
gently with the landward set of the tide at 
that hour, while her sails hung idly against the 
masts. Long after the sun had gone down, 
the congregation still waited and watched on 
the beach. The moon and stars were arrayed 
in their glory of the night, before the snip 
dropped unohor. Then the muffled toiling ot 
a bell came solemnly across the quiet waters ; 
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and then, from .every creek along the shore, 
as far as the eye could reach, the black forms 
of the fishermen’s boats shot out swift and 
stealthy into the shining sea. 

By the time the boats had arrived alongside 
of the ship, the lamp had been kindled before 
the altar, and its flame was gleaming red and 
dull in the radiant moonlight. Two of the 
priests on board were clothed in their robes 
of office, and were waiting in their appointed 
places to begin the service. But there was a 
third, dressed only in the ordinary attire of 
his calling, who mingled with the congrega- 
tion, and spoke a few words to each of the 
persons composing it, as, one by one, they 
mounted the sides of the ship. Those who 
had never seen him before knew by the famous 
ivory crucifix in his hand that the priest who 
received them was Father Paul. Gabriel 
looked at this man, whom he now beheld for 
the first time, with a mixture of astonishment 
and awe ; for he saw that the renowned chief 
of the Christians of Brittany was, to all ap- 
pearance, but little older than himself. The 
expression on the pale calm face of the priest 
was so gentle and kind, that children just able 
to walk tottered up to him, and held familiarly 
by the skirts of his black gown, whenever his 
clear blue eyes rested on theirs, while he 
beckoned them to his side. No one would 
ever have guessed from the countenance of 
Father Paul what deadly perils he had con- 
fronted, but for the scar or a sabre-wound, as 
vet hardly healed, which ran across his fore- 
head. That wound had been dealt while he 
was kneeling before the altar, in the last 
church in Brittany which had escaped spolia- 
tion. He would have died where he knelt, 
but for the peasants who were praying with 
him, and who, unarmed as they were, threw 
themselves like tigers on the soldiery, and at 
awful sacrifice of their own lives saved the life 
of their priest. There was not a man now on 
board the ship who would have hesitated, had 
the occasion called for it again, to have rescued 
him in the same way. 

The service began. Since the days when 
the primitive Christians worshipped amid the 
oaverns of the earth, can any service be 
imagined nobler in itself, or sublimor in the 
circumstances surrounding it, than that which 
was now offered up ? Here was no artificial 
pomp, no gaudy profusion of ornament, no 
attendant grandeur of man’s creation. All 
around this church spread tho hushed and 
awful majesty of the tranquil sea. The roof 
of this cathedral was the immeasurable 
heayen, the pure moon its one great light, the 
oountless glories of the stars its only adorn- 
ment. Here were no hired singers or rich 
priestpprinces ; no curious sight-seers, or care- 
less lovers or sweet sounds. This congrega- 
tion and they who had gathered it together, 
Were all poor alike, all persecuted alike, all 
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worshipping alike to tho overthrow of their 
worldly interests, and at tho imminent peril 
of their lives. How brightly and tenderly the 
moonlight shone upon the altar and the people 
before it ! — - how solemnly and divinely the 
deep harmonies, as they chanted the peni- 
tential Psalms, mingled with the hoarse sing- 
ing of the freshening night-breeze in the rig- 
ging of the ship ! — how sweetly the still, 
rushing murmur of many voices, os they 
uttered the responses together, now died 
away and now rose again softly into the mys- 
terious night ! 

Of all tne members of the congregation — 
young or old — there was but ono over whom 
that impressive service exercised no influence 
of consolation or of peace ; that one was Gabri- 
el. Often, throughout the day, his reproach- 
ing conscience had spoken within him again 
and again. Often, when be joined the little 
assembly on the beach, he turned away his 
face in secret shame and apprehension from 
Rose and her father. Vainly, after gaining 
the deck of the ship, did he try to meet the 
eye of Father Paul as frankly, as readily, aod 
os affectionately as others met it. The burden 
of concealment seemed too heavy to be borne 
in the presence of the priest — and yet, tor- 
ment as it was, he still bore it ! But when 
be knelt w T ith the rest of the congregation and 
saw Rose kneeling by his side — when be 
felt the calmness or the solemn night and the 
j still sea filling his heart — when the sounds 
j of the first prayers spoke with a dread spiritual 
language of their own to his soul — then, the 
remembrance of the confession which he had 
I neglected, and the terror of receiving unpre- 
pared the sacrament which he knew would be 
offe'red to him — grew too vivid to be en- 
dured ; the sense that he merited no longer, 
though once worthy of it, the confidence in 
his perfect truth and candor placed in him by 
the woman w'ith whom he was soon to stand 
before the altar, overwhelmed him with 
shame ; the mere act of kneeling among that 
congregation, the passive accomplice by his 
silence and secresy, for aught he knew to the 
contrary, of a crime which it was his bounden 
duty to denounce, appalled him as if he had 
already committed sacrilege that could never 
be forgiven. Tears flowed down his cheeks, 
though he strove to repress them ; sobs burst 
from him, though he tried to stifle them. He 
knew that others besides Rose were looking 
at him in astonishment and alarm ; but he 
could neither control himself, nor move to 
leave his place, nor raise his eyes even — until 
suddenly ne felt a hand laid on his shoulder. 
That touch, slight as it was, ran through him 
instantly. He looked up, and saw Father 
Paul standing by his side. 

Beckoning to him to follow, and signing to 
the congregation not to suspend their devo- 
tions, he led Gabriel out of the assembly— 
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then paused for a moment, reflecting — then 
beckoning again, took him into the cabin of 
the ship, ana closed the door carefully. 

“ You have something on your mind,” he 
said simply and quietly, taking the young 
man by the hand. “ I may bo able to relieve 
you, ifyou tell me what it is..” 

As Gabriel heard these gentle words, and 
saw, by the light of a lamp which burnt 
before a cross fixed against the wall, the sad 
kindness of expression with which the priest 
was regarding him, the oppression that had 
lain so long on his heart seemed to leave it in 
an instant. The haunting fear of ever divulg- 
ing his fatal suspicions and his fatal secret 
had vanished, as it were, at the touch of 
Father Paul's hand. For the first time, he 
now repeated to another epr — the sounds of 
prayer and praise rising grandly the while 
from the congregation above — his grand- 
father's death-bed confession, word for word 
almost as he heard it in the cottage on the 
night of the storm. 

Once, and once only, did Father Paul in- 
terrupt the narrative, which in whispers was 
addressed to him. Gabriel had hardly re- 
peated the first two or three sentences of his 
grandfather's confession, when the priest, in 
quick altered tones, abruptly asked him his 
name and place of abode. As the question 
was answered, Father Paul's calm face became 
suddenly agitated ; but the next moment, 
resolutely resuming his self-possession, he 
bowed his head, as a sign that Gabriel was to 
continue ; clasped his trembling hands, and 
raising them as if in silent prayer, fixed his 
eyes intently on the cross. He never looked 
away from it while the terrible narrative pro- 
ceeded. But when Gabriel described his 
search at the Merchant's Table ; and, refer- 
ring to his father's behavior since that time, 
appealed to the priest to know whether he 
might, even yet, m defiance of appearances, 
be still filially justified in doubting whether 
the crime had really been perpetrated — then 
Father Paul moved near to him once more, 
and spoke again. 

“ Compose yourself, and look at me,” he 
said, with all and more than all his former 
sad kindness of voice and manner. “lean 
end your doubts forever. Gabriel, your 
father was guilty in intention and in act; 
but the victim of his crime still lives. I can 
prove it.” 

Gabriel's heart beat wildly ; a deadly cold- J 
ness crept over him, as he saw Father Paul 
loosen the fastening of his cassock round the 
throat. At that instant the chanting of the 
Congregation above ceased ; and then, the 
sadden and awful stillness was deepened 
rather than interrupted by the faint sound of 
one voice praying. Slowly and with trem- 
bling fingers the priest removed the band round 
his neck — paused a little — sighed heavily — 
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and pointed to a scar which was now plainly 
visible on one side of his throat. He said 
something, at the same time; but the bell 
above tolled while be spoke. It was the 
signal of the elevation of the Host. Gabriel 
felt an arm passed round him, guiding him to 
his knee 8, and sustaining him from sinking to 
the floor. For one moment longer he was 
conscious that the bell had stopped, that there 
was dead silence, that Father Paul was kneel- 
ing by him beneath the cross, with bowed 
head — then all objects around vanished ; and 
he saw and knew nothing more. 

When he recovered his senses, he was still 
in the cabin — the man whose life his father 
had attempted was bending over him, and 
sprinkling water on his face — and the clear 
voices of the women and children of the con- 
gregation were joining the voices of the men 
m singing the Agnus Dei. 

“ Look up at me without fear, Gabriel,” 
said the priest. “ I desire not to avenge 
injuries ; I visit not the sins of the father on 
the child. Look up, and listen! I have 
strange things to speak of ; and I have a 
sacred mission to fulfil before the morning, in 
which you must be my guide.” 

Gabriel attempted to kneel and kiss his 
hand, but Father Paul stopped him, and 
said, pointing to the cross : “ Kneel to that — 
not to me; not to your fellow-mortal, and 
your friend — for I will be your friend, 
Gabriel; believing that God’s mercy has 
ordered it so. And now listen to me,” he 
proceeded, with a brotherly tenderness in his 
manner which went to Gabriel's heart. “ The 
service is nearly ended. What I have to tell 
you must be told at once ; the errand on 
which you will guide me must be performed 
before to-morrow dawns. Sit here near me ; 
and attend to what I now say.” 

Gabriel obeyed : Father Paul then proceeded 
thus : — 

“ I believe the confession made to you by 
your grandfather to have been true in every 

C ular. On the evening to which he re- 

you, I approached your cottage, as he 
said, for the purpose of asking shelter for the 
night. At that period, I had been studying 
hard to qualify myself for the holy calling 
which I now pursue ; and, on the completion 
of my studies, had indulged in the recreation 
of a tour on foot through Brittany, by way of 
innocently and agreeably occupying the lei- 
sure time then at my disposal, before 1 entered 
the priesthood. When I accosted your father, 
I hod lost my way, had been walking for 
many hours, and was glad of any rest that I 
coula get for the night. It is unnecessary to 
pain you now, by reference to the events 
which followed my entrance under your 
father's roof. I remember nothing that hap- 
pened from the time when I laid down to 
sleep before the fire, until the time when I re- 
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covered my senses at the place which you 
call The Merchant's Table. My first sensa- 
tion was that of being moved into the cold 
air ; when I opened my eyes I saw the great 
Druid stones rising close above me, ana two 
men on either side of me riding my pockets. 
They found nothing valuable there, and were 
about to leave me where I lay, when I gathered 
strength enough to appeal to their mercy 
through their cupidity. Money was not 
scarce with me then, and I was able to offer 
them a rich reward (which they ultimately 
received as I had promised) if they would 
take me to any place where I could get shel- 
ter and medical help. I suppose they in- 
ferred by my language and accent — perhaps 
also by the linen I wore, which they exam- 
ined closely — that I belonged to the higher 
ranks of the community, in spite of the plain- 
ness of my outer garments ; and might there- 
fore be iu a position to make good my promise 
to them. I heard one say to the other, * Let 
us risk it;’ and then they took me in their 
arms, carried me down to a boat on the beach, 
and rowed to a vessel in the offing. The 
next day they disembarked me at Puimboeuf, 
where 1 got the assistance which I so much 
needed. I learnt through the confidence they 
were obliged to place in me, in order to give 
me the means of sending them their promised 
reward, that these men were smugglers, and 
that they were in the habit of using the cavity 
in which I had been laid, as a place of con- 
cealment for goods, and for letters of advice 
to their accomplices. This accounted for 
their finding me. As to my wound, I was in- 
formed by the surgeon who attended me, that 
it had missed being indicted in a mortal part 
by less than a quarter of an inch, and that, as 
it was, nothing but the action of the night air 
in coagulating the blood over the place had, in 
the first instance, saved my life. To be brief, 
I recovered after a long illness, returned to 
Paris, and was called to the priesthood. "The 
will of my superiors obliged me to perform 
the first duties of my vocation in the great 
city ; but my own wish was to bo appointed 
to a cure of souls in your province, Uabricl. 
Can you imagine why?” 

The answer to this question was in Ga- 
briel's heart ; but he was still too deeply 
awed and affected by what he had heard to 
give it utterance. 

“ I must tell you then what my motive 
was,” said Father Paul. “ You must know, 
first, that I uniformly abstained from dis- 
closing to any one where and by whom my life 
hod been attempted. I kept this a secret 
from the men who rescued me — from the sur- 
geon — from my own friends even. My reason 
tor such a proceeding was, I would fain be- 
lieve, a Christian reason. I hope I bad al- 
ways felt a sincere and humble desire to prove 
myself, by the help of God, worthy or the 
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sacred vocation to which I was destined. But 
my miraculous escape from death made an 
impression on my mind, which gave me 
another and an infinitely higher view of this 
vocation — the view which I have since striv- 
en, and shall always strive for the future, to 
maiutain. As I lay, during the first days of 
my recovery, examining my own heart, and 
considering in what manner it would be my 
duty to act towards your father, when I was 
restored to health, a thought came into my 
mind which calmed, comforted, and resolved 
all my doubts. I said within myself — ‘ In a 
few months more I shall be called to be one 
of the chosen ministers of God. If I am 
worthy of my vocation, my first desire towards 
this man, who has attempted to take my life, 
should be, not to know that human justice 
has overtaken him, but to know that he has 
truly and religiously repented and made 
atonement for his guilt. To such repen thnoe 
and atonement let it be my duty to call him ; 
if he reject that appeal, and be hardened only 
the more against me because I have forgiven 
him my injuries, then it will be time enough 
to denounce him for his crimes to his fellow- 
men. Surely it must#be well for me, here 
and hereafter, if I begin my career in the 
holy priesthood by helping to save from hell 
the soul of the man who, of all others, has 
most cruelly wronged mo.’ It was for this 
reason, Gabriel — it was because I desired to 
go straightway to your father’s cottage and 
reclaim him after he had believed me to be 
dead — that I kept the secret and entreated of 
my superiors that I might be sent to Brittany. 
But this, as I have said, was not to bo at first, 
and when my desire w r as granted, my plaoe 
was assigned me in a far district. The perse- 
cution under which we still suffer broke out ; 
the designs of my life were changed ; my own 
will became no longer mine to guide me. But, 
through sorrow and suffering, and danger and 
bloodshed, I am now led alter many days to 
the execution of that first purpose which I 
formed on entering the priesthood. Gabriel ! 
when the service is over, and the congregation 
are dispersed, you must guide me to the door 
of your father '8 cottage.” 

lie held up his hand, in sign of silence, as 
Gabriel was about to answer. Just then, the 
officiating priests above were pronouncing the 
final benediction. When it was over, Father 
Paul opened the cabin-door. As he ascended 
the steps, followed by Gabriel, P£re Bonan 
met them. The old man looked doubtfully 
and searchingly on his future son-in-law, Os 
he respectfully whispered a few words in the 
ear of the priest. Father Paul listened atten- 
tively, answered in a whisper, and then turned 
to Gabriel, first telling the few people near 
them to withdraw a little. “ I have been 
asked whether there is any impediment to 
your marriage,” he said, “ and have answered 
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that there is none. What you have said to but without quivering ; liis eyes glared, but 
me has been said in confession, and is a secret without moving in their orbits. The lovely 
between us two. Remember that ; and forget moonlight itself looked ghastly and horrible, 
not, at the same time, the service which I shining on the supernatural panic-deformity 
shall require of you to-night, after the mar- of that face ! Gabriel turned away his head in 
riage ceremony is over. Where is Rose terror. Ho heard the voice of Father Paul 
Bonan?” he added aloud, looking round saying to him: “ Wait here till I come back ;” 
him. Rose came forward. Father Paul took then there was an instant of silence again 
her hand, and placed it in Gabriel’s. “ Lead — then a low groaning sound, that seemed 
her to the altar steps,” he said, “and wait to articulate the name of God ; a sound un- 
there for me.” like his father’s voice, unlike any human 

It was more than an hour later ; the boats voice he had ever heard — and then the noise 
had left the ship’s side ; the congregation hod of a closing door. He looked up, and saw 
dispersed over the face of the country — but that he was standing alone before the cottage, 
still the vessel remained at anchor. Those Once, after an interval, he approached the 
who were left in her watched the land more window., He iust saw through it the hand 
anxiously than usual ; for they knew that of the priest holding on high the ivory crucifix ; 

• Father Paul had risked meeting the soldiers but stopped not to see more, for he heard 
of the republic by trusting himself on shore, such words, such sounds, as drove him back 
A boat was awaiting his return on the to his former place. There he stayed, until 
beach ; half of the crew, armed, being posted the noise of something falling heavily within 
as scouts in various directions on the high the cottage, struck on his ear. Again he 
land of the heath. They would have followed advanced towards the door ; heard Father 
and guarded the priest to the place of his Paul praying ; listened for several minutes ; 
destination ; but he forbade it, and, leaving then neard a moaning voice, now joining 
them abruptly, walked swiftly onward with itself to the voice of the priest, now choked 
one young man only for his companion. in sobs and bitter wailing. Once more he 

Gabriel had committed his brother and his went back out of hearing, and stirred not 
sisters to the charge of Rose. They were to again from his place. He waited a long and 
goto the farm-house that night with his a weary time there — so long that one of the 
newly-married wife and her fath'er and mother, scouts on the look-out came towards him. 
Father Paul had desired that this might be evidently suspicious of the delay in the 
done. When Gabriel and he were left alone priest’s return. He waved the man back, 
to follow the path which led to the fisher- and then looked again towards the door. At 
man’s cottage, the priest never spoke while last, he saw it open — saw Father Paul ap- 
they walked on — never looked aside either proach him, leading Francois Sarzeau by the 
to the right or the left — always held his hand. 

ivory crucifix clasped to his breast. They The fisherman never raised his downcast 
arrived at the door. “ Knock,” whispered eyes to his son’s face ; tears trickled silently 
Father Paul to Gabriel, “ and then wait hero over his cheeks ; he followed the hand that 
with me.” lep him, as a little child might have followed 

The door was opened. On a lovely moon- it, listening anxiously and humbly at tbs 
light night Francois Sarzeau had stood on priest’s side to every word that he spoke, 
that threshold, years since, with a bleeding “ Gabriel,” said Father Paul, in a voice 
body in his arms ; on a lovely moonlight which trembled a little, for the first time that 
night, be now stood hero again, confronting night — “Gabriel, it has pleased God to 
the very man whose life he had attempted, grant the perfect fulfilment of the purpose 
and knowing him not. which brought me to this placo ; I tell you 

Father Paul advanced a few spaces, so that this, as all that you need — as all, I believe, 
the moonlight fell fuller on his features, and that you would wish — to know of w’hat has 
removed his hat. Francois Sarzeau looked, passed while you have been left waiting for 
started, moved one step back, then stood me here. Such words as I have now to speak 
motionless and perfectly silent while all to you are spoken by your father’s earnest 
traces of expression of any kind suddenly desire. It is his own wish that I should oom- 
▼anished from his face. Then the calm, clear municate to you his confession of having 
tones of the priest stole gently on the dead secretly followed you to The Merchant’s Table, 
silence. “I bring a message of peace and and of having discovered (as you discovered) 
forgiveness from a guest of former years,” he that no evidence of bis guilt remained there, 
said ; and pointed, as he spoke, to the place This admission he thinls will be enough to 
where he had been wounded in the neck, account for his conduct towards yourself 
For one moment, Gabriel saw his father from that time to this. I have next to tell 
trembling violently from head to foot — then you (also at your father’s desire) that he has 
his. limbs steadied again — stiffened suddenly, promised in my presence, and now promises 
as if struck by catalepsy. His lips parted, again in yours, sincerity of repentance in this 
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manner: — When the persecution of our re- 
ligion has ceased — as cease it will, and that 
speedily, be assured of it ! — he solemnly 
pledges himself henceforth to devote his life, 
his strength, and what worldly possessions he 
may have, or may acquire, to the task of re- 
erecting and restoring the roadside crosses 
which have been sacrilegiously overthrown 
and destroyed in his native province, and to 
doing good, good where he may. I have 
now said all that is required of me, and may 
hid you farewell — bearing with me the 
happy remembrance that I have left a father 
ana son reconciled and restored to each other. 
May God bless and prosper you, and those 
dear to you, Gabriel ! May God accept your 
father’s repentance, and bless him also 
throughout nis future life !” 

He took their hands pressed them long and 
warmly, then turned and walked quickly 
down the path which led to the beach. Ga- 
briel dorea not trust himself yet to speak ; but 
he raised his arm, and put it gently round his 
father’s neck. The two stood together so, 
looking out dimly through the tears that filled 
their eyes, to the sea. They saw the boat put 
off in the bright track of the moonlight, and 
reach the vessel’s side; they watched the 
spreading of the sails, and followed the slow 
ooursG of the ship till she disappeared past a 
distant headland from sight. Alter that, they 
Went into the cottage together. They knew 
it not then ; but they had seen the last, in 
this world, of Father Paul. 

The events foretold by the good priest hap- 
pened sooner than even he had anticipated. 
A new government ruled the destinies of 
Ranee, and the persecution ceased in Brittany. 
Among other propositions which were then 
submitted to the parliament, was one advocat- 
ing the restoration of the roadside crosses 
throughout the province. It was found, how- 
ever, on inquiry, that these crosses were to be 
oounted by thousands, and that the mere cost 
of the wood required to reerect them necessi- 
tated an expenditure of money which the 
bankrupt nation coold ill afford to spare. While 
this project was under discussion, and before 
it was finally rejected, one man had undertaken 
the task which the government shrank from 
attempting. When Gabriel left the oottage, 
taking his brother and sisters to live with nis 
wife and himself at the farm-house, Franqois 
Saneau left it also, to perform in highway 
and byway his promise to Father Paul. For 
months and months he labored without inter- 
miasion at lus task ; still, always . doing good, 
and rendering help and kindness and true 
charity to all whom he could serve. He walked 
many a weary mile, toiled through many a 
hard day’s work, humbled himself even to beg 
•f others, to get wood enough to restore a 
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single cross. No one ever heaid him complain, 
ever 8a w him impatient, ever detected him in 
faltering at his tusk. The shelter in an out- 
house, the crust of bread and drink of w'ater, 
which he could always get from the peasantry , 
seemed to suffice him. Among the people 
who watched bis perseverance, a belief began 
to gain ground that his life would be miracu- 
lously prolonged until he had completed his 
undertaking from one end of Brittany to the 
other. But this was not to be. He was seen 
one cold autumn evening, silently and steadily 
at work as usual, setting up a new cross on 
the site of one which bad been shattered to 
splinters in the troubled times. In the morn- 
ing he was found lying dead beneath the sacred 
symbol which his own hands had completed 
and erected in its place during the night. They 
buried him where he lay ; and the priest who 
consecrated the ground allowed Gabriel to en- 
grave his father’s epitaph in the wood of the 
cross. It was simply the initial letters of the 
dead man’s name, followed by this inscription 
— “ Prdy for the. repose of nis soul; he died 
penitent , and the doer of good works.” 

Once, and once only, did Gabriel hear any- 
thing of Father Paul. The good priest showed, 
by writing to the farm-house, that he had not 
forgotten the family so largely indebted to him 
for their happiness. The fetter was dated 
“ Rome.” Father Paul said, that such ser- 
vices as he had been permitted to render to 
the Church in Brittany, had obtained for him 
a new and a far moro glorious trust than any . 
he had yet held. He nad been recalled from 
his curacy, and appointed to be at the head 
of a mission whicn was shortly to be de- 
spatched to oonvert the inhabitants of a savage 
and a far distant land to the Christian faith. 
He now wrote, as his brethren with him were 
writing, to take leave of all friends forever in 
this world, before setting out — for it was 
well known to the chosen persons entrusted 
with the new mission, that they could only 
hope to advance its object by cheerfully risk- 
ing their own lives for the sake of their 
religion. He gave his blessing to Francois 
Sarzeau, to Gabriel, and to his family ; and 
bade them affectionately farewell for the last 
time. There was a postscript in the letter, 
which was addressed to Rose, and which she 
often read afterwards with tearful eyes. The 
writer begged that, if she should have any 
children, sne would show her friendly and 
Christian remembrance of him by teaching 
them to pray fas ho hoped she herself would 
pray) that a blessing might attend Father 
Paul’s labors in the distant land. The priest’s 
loving petition was never forgotten. When 
Rose taught its first prayer to her first child, 
the little creature was instructed to end the 
few simple words pronounced at its mother’s 
knees, with God bless Father Paul !” 
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From the Gentleman's Mapudne. 

ALLAN RAMSAY. 

On one side of a letter addressed 

To Mr. Allan Ramsay, at M** Ross’s, in 
Orange-oourt, near the Meuse, London, 

and thus endorsed by Andrew Millar, the pub- 
lisher — 

Ed r July 15, 1732. Allan Ramsay, at Ed r 
to A. M., allowing him y« liberty of reprinting 
his 3 vols. of songs, to w cb he agrees, per his 
July 27, 

is the following interesting letter : — 

Edinburgh, July 13th, 1732. 

Dear Andrew, — I received yours of date the 
6th inst . , and allow you to print the three volumes 
of the Tea Table Miscellanys or Collections of 
Songs published by me in what form you please, 
on your paying me against Martinmas next five 
pounds sterling. Further I empower you to take 
up for me five guineas from the printers of my 
Poems, the unpaid moiety as agreed on between 
them and Mr. M’Ewen, who had instructions from 
me to transact with them, and to whom they 
paid the first moiety. — I am, dear Andrew, your 
very humble servt., 

Allan Ramsay. 

My son brings you this, if he approves of it 
If we agree, I desire that you would send none 
of them to this country — it is scarce worth your 
while. 

Beneath, on part of the letter from the 
poet to his son, afterwards the distinguished 
painter, occurs — 

If you do not like the proposal tell Mr. Millar 
so. Send me account of this affair with the first 
post 

.Ramsav’s letter relates to the first collected 
edition of the Tea Table Miscellany, that in 
three thin duodecimo volumes, with the same 
pagination throughout, printed for Andrew 
Millar in 1733, and called “ the ninth edition, 
being the compleatest and most correct of any 
yet published Iby Allan Ramsay.” 

The first volume of the Tea Table Miscellany 
was published at Edinburgh in 1724. The 
second, third, and fourth volumes were pub- 
lished separately in 24mo, at various inter- 
vals. When the second was published is, I 
believe, unknown. The third appeared at 
Edinburgh in 1727, and the fourth at London 
in 1740. A pirated edition was published at 
Dublin in 1729, three volumes in one, 12mo, 
pp. 334, “ printed for E. Smith.” Ramsay’s 
letter relates to the ninth, and the following 
advertisement in the Caledonian Mercury of 
July 17, 1740, to the tenth edition : — 

This day is published, neatly printed in a 
pocket volume, the tenth edition, being the 
completeet and most correct of any yet published, 


with the addition of one hundred and fifty songs. 
The Tea Table Miscellany ; or, a collection of 
the most choice Songs, Scots and English. By 
Allan Ramsay. Printed for A Millar, at 
Buchanan's Head, in the Strand, and sold by 
him, &c. 

The eleventh edition was published at Lon- 
don, four vols. in one, 12mo, 1750. The sub- 
sequent ones are merely reprints of each other. 
The eighteenth, and probably the latest, edi- 
tion appeared at Edinburgh m 1792. 


From the Dublin University Magazine. 

FRUITS OF THE WILDS. 

Horticultural art may point to its elfaes 
with pride ; but let not Nature remain un- 
represented. Let us not forget that Provi- 
dence has kindly spread abroad wild fruits 
for those who cannot command the luxuries 
of the fenced and tended garden. The smAll 
raspberry beside the brook, and the sweot 
Wood Strawberry, the delight of peasant 
children, have passed away before autumn 
commenced ; but all over the country the 
wholesome and pleasant Blackberry offers an 
abundant feast to all who are not too proud 
to stoop for it ; and both its flowers and fruit 
are useful to the dyer. The species called the 
rose blackberry is the badge of the Scotch clan 
MacNab, The species called dewberry (minis 
caesius), with its fine, dark-blue bloom, and 
the large grains of its small juicy fruit, has 
been throught worthy, by Shakspeare. of form- 
ing part of Titania’s fairy feast ( Midsummer 
Night's Dream, act iii. scene 2) : — 

Feed him with aprioots and dewberries, 

With purple grapes, groen figs, and mulberries. 

Boggy grounds, especially on mountains, 
supply the elegant Cranberry, with its 
erect, shining leaves, and very pretty rose- 
colored flowers, succeeded by the speckled 
and mottled berries, that look like tiny birds' 
eggs. The name is properly craneberry , be- 
cause the footstalks bena like the neck of a 
crane, the flower-bud representing the crane's 
head. It is a badge of the clan Grant. 

The clan M’Farlane bears as its device the 
handsome Cloudberry, that takes its name 
from growing on the tops of high mountains, 
almost among the clouds, and decorates those 
wild scenes with its smooth-surfaced, serrate 
edged leaves, and fair white flowers, which 
give place to the tawnyberry, that lies un- 
injured beneath the snowB, and is prized by 
the mountaineers for its long duration, as well 
os for its antiscorbutic qualities, and its 
pleasant acid flavor. 

On the heathy hill we look for the Bilberry 
(or whortleberry), with its myrtle-like leaves, 
adorned by its waxen rosy flowers, and after- 
wards with its dark-blue bloomy fruit, rioh in 
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sanguine-colored juice. It is the badge of the 
clan M’Lean ; but among the ancients it was 
the emblem of treachery from the story of 
Myrtilus. Hippodamia, the beautiful daughter 
of Oenoinaus, King of Etis, was wooed by 
many Greek princes; but an oracle having 
declared that her husband would be the cause 
of her father's death, the latter, to prevent 
her marriage, refused to give her to any, save 
one who would be able to conquer him in a 
chariot race, which he flattered himself would 
be impossible, as his horses were of unrivalled 
fleetness. Notwithstanding the condition 
made by the king, that each of his defeated 
competitors should forfeit his life, thirteen 
princes had attempted the race, and been de- 
feated and slain. But the fourteenth , Pelops, 
son of Tantalus, King of Phrygia, bribed 
Myrtilus, the charioteer of Oenomaus, to 
leave a linchpin of his master's chariot loose, 
by which means the chariot was overturned, 
and the king mortally injured. When dying, 
be requested Pelops, the victor, to* avenge 
him on his faithless charioteer, which Pelops 
did, by throwing Myrtilus into the sea. Tne 
waves having cast his body ashore, it was 
honorably buried by the people of the country, 
by whom he was reputed the son of Mercury ; 
and the bilberry is said to have first sprung 
from his grave. In botany it bears his { 
name, Vaccinium Myrtilus , an appellation 
which is also appropriate, from tne resem- 
blance of the shrub to a little myrtle. Myr- 
tilus is fabled, by the classic mythology, to 
have been ultimately translated by Mercury 
to the skies, where he shines as the constella- 
tion Auriga, or the Charioteer. The bilberrv 
has been called “ the fruit of the proscribed/* 
because crowing in solitudes, fit for the 
haunts or outlaws, who have used its blood- 
red juice to stain and disguise their faces. 

With these fruits of the mountains and the 
wilds we will associate a simple rustic song, 
which we translate from the original Irish, a 
language that deserves to be better known 
ana appreciated for its variety, energy, and 
pathos ; a language that can boost of more 
peasant poets than perhaps any other in Eu- 
rope. This song was popular in Munster 
(among those who understood the original, 
forwe helieve it has never before appeared 
in English). It was written by a poor 
piper (whose name we have been unable to 
learn), in opposition to a song in praise of a 
hill called tne Hill of Heath, composed by a 
rival musician, of which only a few fragments 
are now extant. The pictures of rural plenty 
and happiness presented in our song exist no 
longer, save in the memory of those who 
talk of “ the good old times in poor Ireland" 
before the famine and the emigration. In 
order to preserve the rhythm we mark the 
pause for the voice by the caesura thus “, in 
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| places where it cannot be marked by the 

punctuation : — 

THE HILL OF HEATH. 

FROM THE IRISH. 

(A Alndir mhllis, mhanla, a tUg me gean is gradh dhnlt, be.) 

My darling white-armed maiden, I '11 love thee 
very dearly ! 

I 'd give thee the best dwelling “ that ere was 
built on earth, 

I 'd go with theo to Arran,* to France, or Spain 
* how cheerly ; 

To wildest strand of ocean, or the fair hill of 
mirth. 

We 'd wile an hour in watching *« the boats come 
homewards rowing, 

Or loiter in the lone wood, “ the shady boughs 
beneath ; 

I ’d need not breast the steep then, with gay 
song upward going 

To ask for news of Mary “ upon the Hill of 
Heath. 

High on the stone-heaped mountain! “ one day 
when lonely lying, 

From BenduiPs peak so darksome “ I looked 
out east by north ; 

I heard the cuckoo speaking, I saw the sea-gulls 
flying. 

While with their dams the lambkins “and 
calves were going forth. 

The badger and the weosle “ there get them lairs 
for sleeping ; 

The red fox finds a shelter “ from winds that 
rudely breathe, 

The Banshee ohants her dirges, half singing and 
half weeping. 

That scene is grander fhr than " the little Hill 
of Heath. 

There bloom the rose and lily, and honey is 
abounding, 

There the bright crystal % sparkles, the white 
swan glides along, 

The heath-cocks there are crowding, the hounds* 
shrill cry resounding. 

Harps at each door are chiming “ to sweet- 
voiced maidens’ song. 

There grow sweet fruits, the berry •* upon the 
wild bush blazes, 

There are all things delicious" to keep away 
grim death, 

There dwells my love whose beauty “ excels all 
beauteous faces — 

That place is better far than “ the little Hill 
of Heath. 

There is sweet milk and butter, “ fat swine at 
all times straying 

On both sides of the river, and round the 
verdant hill, 

* The Isle of Arran in the Bay of Galway. 

t'AUuding to the cairns, or piles of loose stones, 

anoiently heaped up as tephulohral monuments. 

t The quarts crystal. 
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Fair islets gem the waters “ where speckled trout 
are playing ; 

Sleek, calves aud well-fed cattle “ the merry 
woodlands fill. 

Both winter time and summer “ the trees there 
give us pleasure ; 

Good liquor there is plenty “ each merry roof 
beneath ; 

I *d rather chant thy praises, sweet spot ! in 
worthy measure 

Than sing the withered furze on “ the little 
liill of Heath. 

I *ve gazed on cheerful harbors, in stately cities, 
pondered ; 

I ’ve trod the heath-clad mountain, “ fair vale, 
and rushy plain. 

From Cork of Coves so pleasant “ to BaTnasloc 
I ’ve wandered : 

Then from the north returning” to Cashel 
came again. 

I ’ve passed two years in roving, I 've sat where 
guests are many, 

I ’ve drained the glass, and gayly “ have set 
my pipes to breathe. 

But maiden like my true love ” I never yet 
found any — 

Save one with fairy form on “ the little Hill 
of Heath. 


Anecdote op a Chocodile. The Indians told 
us, that at San Fernando scarcely a year passes 
without two or three grown-up persons, particu- 
larly women who fetch water from the river, 
being drowned by these carnivorous reptiles. 
They related to us the history of a young girl of 
Uritucu, who, by singular intrepidity and pres- 
ence of mind, saved herself from the inws of a 
crocodile. When she felt herself seized, she 
sought the eyes of the animal, and plunged her 
fingers into them with such violence, that the 
pain forced the crocodile to let her go, after hav- 
ing bitten off the lower part of her left arm. 
The girl, notwithstanding the enormous quantity 
of blood she lost, reached the shore, swimming 
with the hand that still remained to her. In 
those desert countries, where man is ever 
wrestling with nature, discourse daily turns 
on the best means that may be employed to 
fescape from a tiger, a boa, or a crocodile ; every 
one prepares himself in some sort for the dangers 
that may await him. “ I knew,” said the young 
girl of Uritucu coolly, “ that the cayman lets go 
his hold if you push your fingers into his eyes.” 
Long after my return to Europe, I learned that 
in the interior of Africa the negroes know and 
practise the same means of defence. Who does 
not recolleot with lively interest, Isaac, the 
guide of the unfortunate Mungo Park, who was 
seized twice by a crocodile, and twice escaped 
from the jaws of the monster, having succeeded 
in thrusting his fiugers into the creature’s eyes 
while under water ? The African Isaac and the 
young American girl owed their safety to the 
same presence of mind, and the same combina- 
tion of ideas. — Humboldt's Personal Nar- 
rative. 


Speed on Railwats. — Dr. Lardner adopts 
some ingenious arguments, or rather illustra- 
tions, to render familiar the extraordinary veloc- 
ity with which our express trains move. The 
Great Western Express to Exeter travels at the 
rate of 43 miles an hour, including stoppages, or 
51 miles an hour without including stoppages ; 
to attain this rate, a speed of 60*miles an hour 
is adopted midway between some of the stations ; 
and in certain experimental trips 70 miles on 
hour have been reached. A speed of 70 miles 
an hour is about equivalent to 35 yards per 
second, or 35 yards between two beats of a com- 
mon clock ; all objects near the eye of a passen- 
ger travelling at this rate will pass by his eye in 
the thirty-fifth part of a second ; and if 35 stakes 
were erected at the side of the road, a yard asun- 
der, they would not be distinguishable one from 
another ; if painted red, they would appear col- 
lectively as a continuous flash of red color. If 
two trains with this speed passed each other, the 
relative velocity would -be 70 yards per second ; 
and if one of the trains were 70 yards long, it 
would flash by in a single second. Supposing the 
locomotive which draws such a train to nave 
driving-wheels seven feet in diameter, these 
wheels will revolve five times in a second ; the 
piston moves along the cylinder ten times in a 
second ; the valve moves and the steam escapes 
ten times in a second — but as there are two cyl- 
inders, which act alternately, there are really 
twenty puffs or escapes of steam in a second. 
The locomotive can be heard to “ cough” when 
moving slowly, the cough being occasioned by the 
abrupt emission of waste steam up the chimney ; 
but twenty coughs per second cannot be separated 
by the ear, their individuality becoming lost. 
Such a locomotive speed is equal to nearly one- 
fourth that of a cannon-ball ; and the momentum 
of a whole train, moving at such a speed, would 
be nearly equivalent to the aggregate force of a 
number of cannon-balls, equal to one-fburth the 
weight of the train : that a “ smash” should fol- 
low a “ collision,” is no subject for marvel, if a 
train moving at such speed — or anything like 
such speed — should meet with any obstacle to 
its progress. — Dodd's Curiosities of Industry. 


Select Poems of Prior and Swift. 

A judicious selection from the poems of men 
whose names are better known to this generation 
than their works. The editor, who has already 
proved his hand in the Selections from Dryden, 
introduces each author by a critical preface ; the 
estimate in both cases being true, though we 
think he assigns a poetical merit to Prior which 
the present generation will hardly confirm. The 
“ Henry and Emma” inculcates a blindly con- 
fident love, which is opposed to the opinions of 
the present day ; ” Solomon,” notwithstanding 
the great merit of passages and parts, is deficient 
in interest as a whole. Johnson, who was bora 
before Prior died, and who wrote at a time when 
his works were popular, felt ” that it wanted 
that without which all other excellences are of 
small avail, the power of engaging attention and 
alluring curiosity.” — Spectator. 
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Ffcom Punch. 

OLD ENGLAND’S BABES IN THE WOOD. 

Ix a nurse’s uncouth telling, in a broadside’s 
random spelling. 

Or in statelier garb of story-book, with bind- 
ing and gilt edges. 

For ages has that story set Young England’s 
tears a-welling, 

That sanctifies the red-breast on our window- 
sills and hedges. 

How oft with tear-drenched pinafore, has he sat 
and lost his dinner for 

The death of those good parents, in that uncle 
too confiding, 

And wondered in his innocence, what he was such 
a sinner for. 

As to hire those cruel ruffians who took the 
babes out riding. 

How oft the nursery’s rattle has been hushed be- 
fore the prattle 

Of those pretty babes which wrought so on the 
milder-minded Walter , 

That in the lonely forest he gave his fellow bat- 
tle. 

And slew him, thereby cheating the gallows 
and the halter. 

And then, instead of staying to keep the babes 
from straying, 

He weakly left them, with command to “ stop 
there like good children 

For Young England well remembered his own 
manner of obeying 

The like order from the nurse-maid whom ho 
gloried in bewildering. 

- fflWJnm, LmxG age. yol. i. 37 


With what bursts of tender sobbing he blessed 
the gentle robin, 

Who the forest leaves their faces laid with pious 
beak and claws on, 

And how heavily in school-days was he visited 
with cobbing 

Who the robin’s sacred nest laid his sacrilegious 
paws on. 

That old tale with a new dress on, for Old Eng- 
land has its lesson ; 

Touching his “ Babes in the Wood” he a hint 
from it may borrow — 

In the wood through whose entanglements scaroe 
manly strength can press on — 

The wood of sin and suffering, of ignorance and 
sorrow. 


There the little children wander, while in mortal 
combat yonder 

Those who coll themselves their guides for the 
mastery are fighting ; 

There in striving for that wood's sour fruit their 
infant strength they squander, 

Deep and deeper in its hideous depths body and 
soul benighting. 


The combatants are sturdy, skilled to use their 
weapons wordy ; 

And ’ere Chapel ’s got the better of Church, or 
Church of Chapel, 

The children may be lying, while Punch , for pious 
birdie. 

Strews his leaves on those that perished while 
their guides were in death-grapple. 
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LINES AMONG THE LEAVES. — TO A LITTLE GIRL, 


From Eliza Cook’* Journal. 

LINES AMONG THE LEAVES. 

Hate ye heard the West Wind singing. 
Where the summer trees are springing ? 
Have ye counted o’er the many tunes it knows > 
For the wide- winged Spirit rangeth, 

And its ballad metre changeth 
As it goes. 

A plaintive wail it maketh. 

When the willow's tress it shaketh. 

Like new-born infant sighing in its sleep ; 

And the branches, low and slender, 

Bend to list the strain so tender. 

Till they weep. 

Another tale 't is telling, 

Where the clustered elm is swelling 
With dancidg joy, that seems to laugh outright ; 
And the leaves, all brigVt and clapping, 
Sound like human fingers snapping 
With delight. 

The fitful key-note shifteth 
Where the heavy oak uplifteth 
A diadem of acorns broad and high ; 

And it chants with muffled roaring. 

Like an eagle's wings in soaring 
To the sky. 



To shade green graves and canopy the owl ; 
And it sends a mournful whistle. 

That remindeth of the missal 

And the cowl. 

Another lay it giveth 
Where the spiral poplar liveth. 

Above the cresses, lily, flag, and rush ; 

And it sings with hissing treble. 

Like the foam upon the pebble. 

In its gush. 

A varied theme it utters. 

Where the glossy date-leaf flutters, 

A loud and lightsome chant it yielded there ; 
And the quiet, listening dreamer 
May believe that many a streamer 
Flaps the air. 

It is sad and dreary hearing 
Where the giant pine is rearing 
A lonely head, like hearse-plume waved about ; 
And it lurketh melancholy. 

Where the thiok and sombre holly 
Bristles out 

It murmurs soft and mellow 
'Mid the light laburnum’s yellow, 

As lover's ditty chimed by rippling plash. 

And deeper is its tiding, 

As it hurries, swiftly gliding, 

Through the ash. 

A roundelay of pleasure 
Does it keep in merry measure, 

While rustling in the rich leaves of the beech, 
As though a band of fairies 
Were engaged in Mab’s vagaries, 

Out of reach. 


Oh ! a bard of many breathings 
Is the Wind in sylvan wreathings. 

O’er mountain tops and through the woodland 
groves. 

Now fifing and now drumming — 

Now howling and now humming, 

As it roves. 

Oh ! are not human bosoms * 

Like these things of leaves and blossoms. 
Where hallowed whispers come to cheer and rouse ? 
Is there no my9tic stirring 
In our hearts, like sweet wind whirring 
In the boughs ? 

Though that wind a strange tone waketh 
In every home it maketh, 

And the maple-tree responds not as the larch, 
Yet Harmony is playing 
* Bound all the green arms swaying 

’Neath heaven’s arch. 

Oh ! what can be the teaching 
Of these forest voices preaching ? 

*T is that a brother’s creed, though not as mine, 
May blend about God’s altar, 

And help to fill the psalter 

That ’s divine. 


From the Atlas. 

TO A LITTLE GIRL, 

WHO CRIED BECAUSE HER FATHER WOULD BE A 
GRAY OLD MAN WHEN 81IE HAD GROWN UP. 

BT CHARLES SPRAQUE. 

Vex not thy little heart that time will spread 
The frost of age upon thy father's head — 

Will line his brow, and dim the loving eye 
That gazes on thee, as the years go by ; 

Thy gentle love, my darling, cannot stay 
The conquering despot on his cruel way. 

No ! the strange fears that flutter in thy heart, 
The tender tears that from thy blue eyes start, 
The fond embrace that tightens round my neck, 
Have not the power his ravages to check. 

We both move onward to the expectant tomb ; 
And my decay accompanies thy bloom. 

But though my form may alter day by day. 

And Nature’s universal law obey ; 

Though my stout arm may tremble in the clasp , 
That round thy woman’s form is fondly oast ; 
Though the strong frame that bears thee gayly 
now. 

Beneath the sadder weight of years may bow ; 
My heart, defying time, shall ne’er decay ! 

Years cannot steal its vital warmth away l 
Fed by thy love, its deep, perennial joy 
Is young with strength that age cannot destroy. 
Thy womanhood will never weep to see 
Time’s changing features in my love for thee. 
Deep in the oak’s old trunk there hidden lie 
Buds that have never opened to the sky ; 

Let but its noble head be rudely torn. 

And forth they spring, the ruin to adorn. 

In the tough fibre of my being Bleep 

Buds of warm feeling thickly 9 trown and deep; 

In their quick growth, thy fears shall solaced be, 
Should the wild storm-wind only threaten thee. 
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MR. DISRAELI. 


From the Edinburgh Review. 

1. The Bight Honorable Benjamin Disraeli , 

M. P. A Critical Biography . By 
George Henry Francis. London : 1852. 

2. Lord George Bentinck. A Political Biog- 

raphy. By B. Disraeli, Member of 
Parliament for the County of Bucking- 
ham. Fifth edition — revised. Lon- 
don: 1852. 

3. Venetia. By B. Disraeli. A new edition. 

London : 1853. 

I 

About twenty years since a prize was 
proposed, in an Italian university, for the 
Dost essay on the following subject : “ What 
individual since the beginning of the world 
has most occupied the thoughts of mankind ?” 
The palm was awarded to the essayist who 
maintained the superior claims of Napoleon to 
this world- wide description of notoriety ; but 
the decision was for From commanding uni- 
versal assent. If, however, a prize were 
offered at Oxford or Cambridge for a disserta- 
tion on the analogous but more limited ques- 
tion — “ What individual from February, 
1852, to January, 1853, has most occupied the 
pens, tongues, and ears of Englishmen?*’ — 
the answer would be given by acclamation. 
The Right Honorable Benjamin Disraeli, late 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, is indisputably 
the man. His appointment to this post was 
one of the most startling domestic events that 
has occurred in our time. People seemed 
never tired of talking and speculating on it. 
with its recondite causes ana its problemati- 
cal results. He at once became an inex- 
haustible topic of animated discussion in 
society. His portrait was painted by one 
fashionable artist ; his bust was taken in 
marble, are per emit us, by another ; what were 
culled likenesses of him appeared in illustrated 
newspapers by the dozen ; and, above all, he 
was placed in Madame Tussaud’s repository 
— that British Valhalla in which it is diffi- 
cult for a civilian to gain a niche without 
being hanged. He glittered in the political 
horizon as a phenomenon of the first magni- 
tude ; and eveiy glass was turned upon him 
the more eagerly, because it was impossible 
to discover, and hazardous to predicate, 
whether he would turn out a planet, a fixed 
star, a comet, or a mere vapory qxhalation, 
or will-o’-the-wisp, raised by an overheated 
atmosphere from a ran* and unwholesome soil. 

To lay aside metaphor — Mr. Disraeli was 
pretty generally regarded as an intellectual, 
moral, social, and parliamentary anomaly. 
His career has been altogether an exceptional 
one. None but himself can be his parallel ; 
and as all traditional, prescriptive, and 
ihmiliar tests of character are obviously out 
of place when applied to that of the “ suc- 
cessor of Hampden,” we are by no means 
surprised to find that the most varying and 
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contradictory opinions still prevail concerning 
him. There are persons, we hear, who con- 
ceive him to be tne most profound of modern 
statesmen ; there are others, we know, who 
contemptuously deny him a title to rank 
amongst statesmen at all. Some of his ad- 
mirers declare him to be an orator in the 
highest sense of the term ; whilst his oppo- 
nents stoutly maintain that he is at best no 
better than a showy and shallow rhetorician. 
Favorable critics dwell upon the alleged wit, 
spirit, cleverness, graphic power, and frequent 
brilliancy of his writings ; whilst those of 
the severer order profess to be more struck by 
their meretricious glitter, overwhelming pre- 
sumption, open disregard of principle, innate 
vulgarity or conception, and utter absence 
of earnestness and truth. The very section 
of the aristocracy which has always been the 
last to recognize the claims of genius, points, 
or very recently did point, to his elevation as 
an irrefragable proof of the excellence of our 
institutions ; yet the majority of the culti- 
vated classes, w hoso liberal appreciation of 
merit for its own sake has been time imme- 
morial exhibited in a thousand ways, were 
contemporaneously giving vent to a sentiment 
not much unlike that embodied in the well- 
known couplet — 

The thing we know is neither rioh nor rare, 

Bat wonder how the devil it got there. 

That, indeed, is the essential question and 
real problem. How did he get where we 
recently gazed upon him with almost as much 
wonder, though with not exactly the same 
vague feeling of apprehension, as that with 
which we contemplated the astounding rise 
of the new Emperor of the French? How 
did a gentleman of Jewish extraction, whose 
previous career was inextricably associated 
with reminiscences very little calculated to 
inspire esteem or confidence, manage to be- 
come finance-minister of the greatest commer- 
cial country, and official leader of the gravest, 
wisest, and most important representative 
assembly, in the world ? Did.be succeed by 
addressing himself to the good or to the bad 
feelings of his countrymen? — to their pas- 
sions and prejudices, or to their reason and 
good sense ? In other words, did he win his 
position by the fair exercise of talent and 
industry, or did he steal a march on his com- 
petitors, and climb to temporary power upon 
the shoulders of a well-dressed and wealtny, 
but turbulent, ill-informed, and irritated, set 
of agitators, who were marked by many of 
the most objectionable characteristics of a 
mob? 

We shall endeavor to answer these ques- 
tions by an impartial review and analysis, of 
the Right Honorable Gentleman’s career-,. as 
illustrated by his writings and speeches* — 
taking Mr. George Henry Francis as our 
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assistant and occasional guide ; for his 
“ Critical Biography,’ * although frequently 
betraying an undue partiality for his hero, 
presents a tolerably correct outline of those 
events of Mr. Disraeli’s life with which we 
have now to deal. It will speedily be seen, 
as we proceed, that we are actuated by 'no 
party views or motives, but that our main 
object is to rectify the scale by which our 
public men are to be judged. Granting that 
no widespread or lasting injury may result 
from an insulated example of unmerited pro- 
motion to the highest honors of the State — 
the case assumes a much more serious aspect 
when the essential rules of political morality 
are systematically tampered with, in the hope 
of making them square with conduct which, 
so long as their authority remains unim- 
paired, must be held emphatically wrong. 
We are well aware of the delicacy and diffi- 
culty of the task ; but we have at least one 
advantage — that, so long as we confine our- 
selves to what bears on nis public career, we 
need not be overscrupulous in discussing the 
antecedents of a man who has dealt more 
largely and profitably in personality than any 
writer or speaker of our day. 

According to the “ Critical Biography, ” 
u die future orator and statesman was bom 
in die year 1806,” and according to Dodd ’s 
Pai&amentary Companion, in 1805. He was 
the first-born of Isaac Disraeli, the eminent 
author of “ Curiosities of Literature a 
book which, despite of the inaccuracies de- 
tected by Mr. Corney and others, has been 
translated into every modem language that 
boasts a literature, and must be deemed an 
indispensable part of every good library. 
Disraeli the Elder, as he was affectedly desig- 
nated by the son, in the hope of benefiting 
by the reflected lustre of the paternal fame, 
was an excellent specimen of the old-fashioned 
man of letters — amiable, kind-hearted, de- 
voted to his books, and little conversant with 
the habits or topics of the gay and bustling 
circles of the metropolis. His claim to an 
honorable post in the Republic of Letters was. 
unimpeached and is oertainly unimpeachable. 
What, then, do the admirers and followers 
of Mr. B. Disraeli mean by asserting that, 
far from being aided by birth and connexion 
in his social and political aspirations, he had 
•extraordinary disadvantages m this respect to 
surmount? We know perfectly well that a 
strong prejudice was entertained against him 
when he first entered the House of Commons ; 
but this was the natural result of those pas- 
sages in his life which he now finds it con- 
venient to term his “ wild oats.” If he could 
have dissociated himself from these, and have 
moderated his pretensions for an interval, he 
would have had no reason to complain of his 
reception ; and, to the best of our observa- 
tion, no debutant , in any walk of life, need 


wish for a better recommendation than an 
honored name. In point of hereditary for- 
tune, he was better off than Burke, Sheridan, 
or Canning ; and, with regard to his appa- 
rently most serious stumbling-stock, his 
Jewish extraction, we are by no means sure 
that, under his adroit and spirited manage- 
ment, it was not, at one period, actually 
transformed into a stepping-stone. 

When “ Pelham” is asked whether illegit- 
imate birth will prevent a person from being 
a perfect gentleman, he makes answer, that 
it will not, if the individual feels no conscious- 
ness of the stain, for then it will in no respect 
impair that freedom and independence of 
bearing which are essential to the character. 
To apply this refined remark to the ease 
before us — we conceive that if an Englishman 
of the Jewish race puts a bold and honest 
fooe on the matter, his contemporaries will 
soon cease to think about it, and that it will 
speedily become stingless and inoperative as 
a taunt. So long as Mr. Disraeli was the 
fearless and uncompromising champion of 
his oppressed brethren, he carried with him 
the cordial sympathy of every generous heart 
and the eager concurrence of every enlightened 
mind. Ho participated in the new dignity 
which he conferred on their cause. Never 
was there a more striking confirmation of the 
maxim that “ honesty is the best policy for 
it was not until he lowered his tone, and began 
to capitulate on his own account, that bis 
vulnerable side was laid bare . From the time 
when he assumed the lead of a party whose 
watchword is bigotiy, and who stand pledged 
to retain the Jews in their present state of 
civic inferiority, his Caucasian descent became 
again the bar sinister of his political shield ; 
but it is his own fault if he selects for his 
constant associates the hereditary oppressors 
of his race, and does all that in him lies to 
fan the smouldering embers of intolerance 
into a flame. Did he really suppose that he 
would be allowed to revive the No Popery cry, 
or to call for fresh penal enactments in favor 
of our “ Protestant Constitution,” without 
provoking a telling retort ? If so, he reckoned 
without his host ; and the mode in which one 
of his late colleagues alluded to the topic under 
discussion, might have served as a warning to 
Mr. Disraeli to get out of their company as 
fast as possible. Sir John Trollope told his 
constituents, at his reelection for South 
Lincolnshire, in March last, that the finan- 
cial concerns of the country were safe in the 
guardianship of “ a gentleman, ‘undoubtedly 
of ancient blood but eastern origin.” Begin- 
ning with a compliment, the Right Honorable 
Baronet unconsciously ended wi*b a sneer. . 

It is fortunate, therefore, that the bane is 
coupled with the antidote ; “for sufferance 
is tne badge of all our tribe.” Centuries of 
oppression have endowed the Jewish race 
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with corresponding habits of endurance. Mr. 
Disraeli has frequently been subjected to 
mortifications and disappointments which 
would have driven a more sensitive man to 
the very verge of self-destruction. Yet neither 
insult nor annoyance seemed to make the 
smallest impression on that imperturbable 
temper and impassive brow. So long as he 
could gain anything by being cool, he was 
cool ; and it was only on rare occasions, 
when the game was up or played out, that he 
was ever hurried into the display of ill-temper 
or irritability. That extraordinary faculty of 
mastering his emotions and biding his time, 
by dint of which he has so often grasped For- 
tune by the forelock, may be clearly traced 
to his “ eastern origin,” and can hardly be 
computed as the worst or most profitless part 
of that “damnosa hereditas” which de- 
scended to him with his blood. 

It is rather strange, considering the cir- 
cumstances and literary position of his father, 
that Mr. Disraeli did not receive what is 
called a regular education. He was brought 
up at a private school, or academy, in the 
classic shades of Hampstead or Highgate ; 
and at the age when young men commonly 
oommence residence at a University, he was 
articled to a highly respectable firm of solici- 
tors in the city. “ In his adolescence,” says 
Mr. Francis, “ ho was subjected to the severe 
corrective of a city life. The future Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer spent in the hard service 
of a lawyer’s office much of the time he would 
rather have devoted to the Muses. We do 
not consider ourselves called upon to enter 
into mere gossiping details, however interest- 
ing, of this period of Mr. Disraeli’s career. 
His native genius soon broke through these 
trammels.” The plain matter of fact is, that 
these trammels were neither severe nor degrad- 
ing, although Mr. Francis’ language would 
justify an inference that they were both. An 
articled clerk’s ordinary mode of passing his 
time is thus described by Cowper in a letter 
to Lady Hesketh : — “ I did actually live 
three years with Mr. Chapman, a solicitor, 
— that is to say, I slept three years in his 
house ; but I lived, that is to say, I spent my 
days, in Southampton Row, as you very well 
remember. There was I and the future Lord 
Chancellor (Thurlow) constantly employed 
from morning to night, in giggling and mak- 
ing giggle, instead of studying the law. 0 
fie, cousin ! how could you ao so?” 

Mr. Disraeli was not the first by hundreds, 
and very far indeed from being the most dis- 
tinguished, of the many notable personages 
who have verified the portrait of — 

Some youth his father’s wishes doomed to cross, 

Who pens a stanza when he should engross. 

Nor is it clear to our minds that his sojourn 
in the metropolis, with leisure and command 
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of books, under this lax apprenticeship, may 
not have qualified him better for working 
out bis peculiar destiny than the same num- 
ber of years spent, and haply trifled away, on 
the banks of the Isis or the Cam. 44 Every 
man,” says Gibbon, “who rises above the 
common level has received two educations, — 
the first from his teachers — the second, more 
personal and important, from himself.” That 
the second was not omitted in Mr. Disraeli’s 
case, he gave ample and speedy evidence. 
He could hardly have arrived at legal years 
of discretion, when he set on foot the earliest 
of his ambitious projects; for although we 
are not prepared to specify the precise share 
he had in getting up or editing the “ Repre- 
sentative” newspaper, in January, 1826, we 
have the strongest direct proof that he was 
one of the responsible parents of the scheme. 
The late John Murray, of Albemarle Street — 
the most enterprising and liberal-minded of 
bibliopoles — who lost more than 20,000/. by 
the undertaking, was wont to declare to his 
dying day that he was led into hazarding this 
large sum by the gorgeous pictures of antici- 
pated profit and influence drawn by the imag- 
inative genius of the precocious ex-clerk. 
The paper never recovered from the effects of 
an article beginning — “As we were sitting 
in our opera box” — and it was given up 
after six months’ trial, during which half a 
dozen or more editors were successively em- 
ployed.* 

In the course of the same year, 1826, Mr. 
Disraeli, who has a knack of turning failures 
to account, electrified the novel-reading public 
by “Vivian Grey,” the plot of which was 
understood to be founded on the getting up 
of the 4 4 Representative” and on the inciden- 
tal intrigues — literary, social, and political. 
We remember seeing a Key, in which the 
Marquess of Carabas was declared to be neith- 
er more nor less than John Murray — Cleve- 
land, an eminent author and editor, still living 
— and Mrs. Felix Lorraine, a now forgotten 
blue-stocking. The suggested analogies are 
faint, and the points of similarity mostly 
fanciful, but the novel itself will always re- 
main an object of interest to the metaphysi- 
cal inquirer as containing the germ, rude 
outline, and incomplete conception of the 
career which the author was even then medi- 
tating, and in great measure has siooe con- 
trived to run. We request particular atten- 
tion to the following passages : — 

“ At this moment, how many a powerful noble 
wants only wit to be a minister ; and what wants 


* The first number appeared on the 2Cth Jan- 
uary, and the lost on the 28th July, 1826. Aftor 
making every allowance for the subsequent im- 
provement and raised standard of newspaper 
writing, we are obliged to own that the “ Repre- 
sentative” richly merited its fate. 
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Vivian Grey to attain the same end ? That no- 
ble’s influence. When two persons can so ma- 
terially assist each other, why are they not 
brought together? Shall I, because my birth 
balks my fancy — shall I pass my life a moping 
misanthrope in an old chateau ? Supposing I am 
in contact with this magnifioo, am I prepared ? 
Now, let me probe my very soul. Does my cheek 
blanch ? I have the mind for the conception ; 
and I oan perform right skilfully upon the most 
splendid of musical instruments — the human 
voice — to make those conceptions beloved by 
others. There wants but one thing more — cour- 
age, pure, perfect courage ; — and does Vivian 
Grey know fear?” He laughed an answer of 
bitterest derision. (Vol. i., p. 43.) 

It was a rule with Vivian Grey, never to ad- 
vance any opinion at hit own. He had been too 
deep a student of human nature, not to be aware 
that the opinions of a boy of twenty, however 
sound, and however correct, stand but a poor 
chance of being adopted by his elder, though j 
feebler, fellow-creatures. In attaining any end, 
it was therefore his system always to advance his 
opinion as that of some eminent and considered 
personage ; and when, under the sanction of this 
name, the opinion or advice was entertained and 
listened to, Vivian Grey hod no fear that he 
could prove its correctness and its expediency. 
He possessed also the singular faculty of being 
able to improvise quotations ; that is, he could 
unpremcditatedly clothe his conceptions in lan- 
guage characteristic of the style of any particular 
author ; and Vivian Grey was reputed in the 
world as having the most astonishing memory 
that ever existed ; for there was scarcely a sub- 
ject of discussion in which he did not gain the 
victory, by the great names he enlisted on his 
tide of the argument. His father was aware of 
the existence of this dangerous faculty, and had 
often remonstrated with his son on the use of it 
(VoL i., p. 68.) 

I will speak to you (Cleveland) with the frank- 
ness which you have merited, and to which I feel 
yoifrare entitled. I am not the dupe of the Mar- 
quess of Carabas ; I am not, I trust, the dupe, 
or tool, of any one whatever. Believe me, sir, 
there is that at work in England, which, taken 
at the tide, may lead on to fortune. I see this, 
sir — I, a young man, uncommitted in political 
principles, unconnected in public life, feeling 
some confidence, I confess, in my own abilities, 
but desirous of availing myself, at the same time, 
of the powers of others. Thus situated, I find 
myself working for the same end as my Lord 
Carabas, and twenty other men of similar cali- 
bre, mental and moral ; and, sir, am I to play 
the hermit in the drama of life, because, per- 
chance, my fellow-actors may be sometimes fools, 
and occasionally knaves ? Oh ! Mr. Cleveland, 
if the Marquess of Carabas has done you the ill 
service which Fame says he has, your sweetest 
• revenge will be to make him your tool ; your 
most perfect triumph, to rise to power by his in- 
fluence. (Vol. L, p. 217.) 

None of the maxims or reflections in this 
book are remarkable for refinement or ' depth. 
They lie on the surface, and read like the af- 


fected and flippant cynicism which clever young- 
sters mistake for philosophy, whilst the man- 
ner in which they aro illustrated and carried 
out by the dramatis persons of the romance is 
very nir indeed from redeeming them from the 
imputation of common-place. Vivian Grey, 
os portrayed, could not by any possibility have 
made his way in good company, or have in- 
spired a man like Cleveland with any feeling 
but distrust. Yet it has been by acting up to, 
and improving on, the creed of “ Vivian Grey” 
that the author, after a thousand abortive ex- 
periments in the art of rising, has realized the 
dream of his boyhood. Although he was 
speedily precipitated from the dizzy height he 
had internally vowed to obtain, he has stood 
upon it long enough for a puzzled nation to 
look up, and wonder, and possibly to blush. lie 
has found his Marquis of Carabas, his Lord 
Courtown, and his SirBcardmore Scrope ; and 
he has revenged himself on tho haughty nobles 
and squires who “ spat upon his Jewish gab- 
erdine,” by making tools and fools of them. 
As it was wittily observed when he compelled 
his followers to forswear “ Protection,” the 
country gentlemen used to amuse themselves 
by drawing the teeth of the Caucasians, but 
it was now the turn of the Caucasians to draw 
tho teeth of the country gentlemen. Whether 
this be the kind of a triumph which a good 
or great ma^ would wish to have recorded in 
his memoirs or commemorated on his tomb- 
stone, is quite another matter — all we venture 
to assert in this place is, that it was obtained 
and, we believe, fully enjoyed by “ Disraeli 
the Younger,” when he donned the blue and 
gold uniform of a cabinet minister. 

We noticed the best of his novels at the 
time of their appearance, and feel no inclina- 
tion to revert to them. The best was “ Con- 
tarini Fleming,” and the worst the “ Won- 
drous Tale of Alroy,” in which extravagance 
and absurdity had reached the culminating 
point. Results have no longer the smallest 
connexion with causes, and performance bids 
audacious defiance to possibility. This work 
met with precisely the same reception from 
the literary public which was subsequently 
accorded to his maiden speech by the House 
of Commons. It was roceived with loud , 
laughter, and the versatile writer forthwith 
betook himself to what he mistook for poetry. 
His “ Revolutionary Epic” appeared in 1832, 
and was dostined, as we learn from the Pre- 
face, to place him in the same category with 
Homer, Virgil, Dante, and Milton. But he 
fortunately added, “ that if the decision of the 
public should be in the negative, then will he, 
without a pang, hurl his lyre to Limbo.” He 
was as good as his word, so far as the contin- 
uation of the Epic was concerned. It fell 
still-born, and henceforth we find him playing 
a conspicuous, if not always a creditable or 
commendable, port on the political stage. 
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As the “ Representative” was a high tory 
organ, we presume that Mr. Disraeli was 
professedly a high tory in 1826. Be this as 
it may, he started for High Wycombe in 1832 
as a radical, under the auspices of the late 
Mr. O’Connell and Mr. Hume, with whose 
letters of recommendation he placarded the 
borough walls. The sponsor for his fidelity 
to their known principles was the author of 
“ Pelham,” who thus explains his share in the 
transaction : — 

London, 24th July, 1835. 

Sir — In answer to your letter, I beg to say 
that Mr. Disraeli first referred me to a printed 
handbill of his own, espousing short parliaments, 
vote by ballot, and untaxed knowledge. 1 con- 
ceived these principles to be the polestar of the 
sincere Reformers, and to be the reverse of tory 
ones. I showed that handbill to Mr. Hume ; 
hence the letters of that gentleman and of others. 
Mr. Disraeli does not deny that he professed 
those opinions at that time, but he has explained 
that he meant them for adoption, not against the 
tones, but whig3. With his explanation I have 
nothing to do. I question his philosophy, but I 
do not doubt his honor. When any man tells me 
that he votes for ballot, short parliaments, and 
the abolition of the taxes on knowledge, I can 
only suppose him to be a reformer ; such being 
my principles I would always give him my sup- 
port ; and 1 should never dream of asking whether 
he called himself a radical or a toiy. 

I am, sir, 

E. Cox, Esq. E. L. Bulwer. 

One of Mr. Hume’s recommendatory letters 
contained the following expressions : — 

I hope all reformers will rally round you, who 
entertain liberal opinions iu every branch of gov- 
ernment, and are prepared to pledge yourself to 
support reform and economy in every depart- 
ment 

If the Financial Reform Association had 
then existed, Air. Disraeli would undoubtedly 
have been a member of it, and he did become 
a member of the Westminster Reform Club. 
About the same time he was introduced, at his 
own request, to the late Earl of Durham as a 
Durhamite, and, in 1833, he was a candidate 
for the representation of Marylebone on the 
ultra liberal side.* 

* The whole of the doeumentary and other evi- 
dence bearing on this part of Mr. Disraeli’s career 
was collected and published in 1836, by Mr. E. 
Cox, now a barrister on the Western Circuit and 
late Derbyite candidate for Tewkesbury, in a 
pamphlet, with his name. This pamphlet formed 
the basis of a series of articles in the “ Globe” 
(for January, 1836), notoriously and avowedly 
written by an amiable and accomplished member 
of the House of Commons, whose untimely death 
was regretted as a national loss. He, with his 
genial love of fun, was especially delighted when 


We need hardly suggest, that a pledge or 
profession must be interpreted in the sense in 
which the maker knew and meant it to be 
accepted. Yet it is deemed a sufficient answer 
to the charge of tergiversation brought against 
Mr. Disraeli, on the strength of his Wycombe 
and Marylebone candidature, to say that he was 
a tory-radical or radical- tory, and that he was 
consequently at full liberty to solicit the support 
of the Ultras of either side. Our own solution 
of his many Protean transformations is, that 
he had never any political principles or fixed 
convictions whatever. The world was all 
before him where to choose, and he chose what 
best suited his purpose at the moment. He 
alternately presented the black side of his 
shield to the Neri, and the white side to the 
Biancht ; or he was the prototype of the French- 
man who was seized in Paris, on the 24th 
February, 1848, with three cockades — white, 
red, and tricolor — in his pocket ; his avowed 
object being to assume from hour to hour the 
badge of the faction which seemed to be get- 
ting the upper hand. At the same time we 
are well aware that there may be such a creed, 
or mixture of creeds, as that which has been 
attributed to the Right Honorable Gentleman, 
in the hope of extricating him from his dilem- 
ma. Les extremes se touchent ; and he is not 
the first who has speculated on governing 
mankind despotically, or in a high tory sense, 
by appealing to the numerical majority. It 
is what Napoleon the Third has done and is 
doing. It was what the Jacobites, or original 
“ Country Party,” hoped to do at, and for 
many years after, the accession of the House 
of Brunswick. The hypothesis on which 
their hopes rested was that, since the middle 
class was not to be shaken in its attachment 
to civil and religious liberty, the fit instru- 
ments for revolutionizing society must be 
sought at its bottom and its top. The Extreme 
Right and the Extreme Left must be persuaded 
to coalesce against the Right and Left Centres. 
The reason why Shippen, Bromley, Sir Wil- 
liam Windham, ana other partisans of the 
Stuarts, wished to repeal the Septennial Act, 
is therefore obvious enough. They sought to 
! restore an exiled race of sovereigns by popular 
suffrage. But what fallen dynasty did Mr. 
Disraeli seek to restore, when he advocated a 
return to triennial, annual, or “ oftener if need 
be” parliaments? 

Mr. Disraeli magniloquent! y demanded in the 
coarse of the resulting controversy : “ How oould 
he be gratified by an ignoblo controversy with an 
obscure animal like the editor of the * Globe,' when 
his own works had been translated at least into the 
language of polished Europe, and circulated by 
thousands in the New World 1 ” — a tost of merit, 
which, in many other instances within onr mem- 
ory, would have placed the authors of ephemeral 
works of fiction at the head of contemporary lit- 
erature. 
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This is only One amongst a hundred shallow 
fallacies by which he sought to pass for an ori- 
ginal thinker. The whigs, forsooth, were to be 
cried down as the enemies of rational govern- 
ment, because they had selected the Venetian 
constitution for their model, and had labored 
unceasingly to reduce an English sovereign to 
the condition of a Doge. This theory pervades 
the whole of Mr. Disraeli's political writings ; 
yet it is hardly conceivable that any historical 
inquirer should risk his reputation upon such 
trash. A similar accusation might, with equal 
or greater plausibility, be urged against M. 
Thiers, for perseveringly endeavoring to compel 
Louis Philippe to recognize the maxim, “ Le 
Roi r&gne et ne gouveme pas.” If the whigs 
ever formed such a design, they failed wofully. 
The direct personal influence of the sovereign 
w as far greater during the reigns of George I. 
and George II. than it has been during the 
reigns of William IV. and Victoria. It will 
be sufficient to refer to Lord Ilervey 'b (confirm- 
atory of Horace Walpole’s) account of the 
manner in which George II. named his first 
premier * or to the history of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole’s administration from 1721 to 1742. We 
'should be glad to know who, from Walpole's 
rise to his fall, fulfilled the functions of the 
Council of Ten ? Whilst Queen Caroline lived, 
she exercised more control over her royal spouse 
than any ten whig peers that Mr. Disraeli 
can name. That the Duke of Newcastle (whom 
Mr. Disraeli, in “Sybil,” calls “ tho virtual 
sovereign of England”) by his boroughs and 
his connexions, and the first Pitt by his com- 
manding talents and his popularity, occasion- 
ally imposed a galling curb on the inclinations 
of the sovereign, is true enough ; but liability 
to this description of restraint is of the very 
essence of a limited monarchy, and suggests 
not the faintest analogy to the humiliating 
helplessness of a Doge. 

William IIL, as Mr. Disraeli admits, baffled 
the combination. The reign of Anne was more 
like a struggle between the Duchess of Marl- 
borough ana Mrs. Mashain than between the 
Venetian and English systems ; and public 
opinon came into full play and regular opera- 
tion as a controlling power soon after the 
accession of George III. But if the versatile 
inventor of this untenable theory will not be j 
persuaded to give it up, or cannot do so with- 
out loss of credit, we recommend him to go 
back a groat deal farther than to the acces- 
sion of William and Mary for his proofs. The 
points of comparison which he requires will 
be found most plentiful under the Planta- 
genets ; and if a baronial or aristocratic league 
to coerce the chief magistrate be the one thing 
needful to complete the parallel, why not date 
the rise of the Anglo-Venetian constitution from 
the signing of Magna Charts by King John ? 

The same fanciful train of superficial reason- 
ing has constantly supplied Mr. Disraeli with 


a convenient excuse for attacking the middle or 
moderate party, with whom be had, and 
could have, nothing in common, and who in- 
variably declined his advances and made light 
of his pretensions. But whatever bis object 
in courting the radical leaders, and whether 
he did or did not intend to use their influence 
merely for the destruction of whiggism and the 
advancement of toryism, there can be no 
doubt, that until the Reform Bill tide was on 
the turn, he figured amongst the most uncom- 
promising champions of “ democracy.” It 
was in this phase of his career that he pub- 
lished “ What Is He? ” a short pamphlet in 
which, after declaring the House of Lords vir- 
tually defunct, he thus marks out the only 
course ‘ left for well-wishers to their coun- 
try : — 

Believing, then, that it is utterly impossible to 
restore the aristocratic principle, and believing 
that unless some principle of action be infused 
into the government a convulsion must ensue, 
what are the easiest and most obvious methods 
by which the democratic principle may be made 
predominant ? It would appear that the easiest 
and the most obvious methods are, the instant 
repeal of the Septennial Act, and the institution 
of election by ballot, and the immediate dissolu- 
tion of Parliament 

Since Mr. Disraeli’s accession to office he 
has taken tho more prudent course of glossing 
over the first eight or nine years of his 
public life as his “ wild oats.” But this 
style of evasion and apology was not open to 
him when he first joined the tory ranks. The 
first symptom of his defection from the 
Hume, O’Connell, and Bulwer sections of 
liberals, was of the most unequivocal kind. 
He stood for Taunton as a declared and full- 
blown conservative in 1835 ; and he instantly 
proceeded to attack his quondam allies and 
patrons, particularly the Irish Liberator, in 
the coarsest terms. Mr. O’Connell replied, in 
his characteristic style, and, after chaining 
his assailant with charlatanism, apostasy, 
and ingratitude, he wound up his vengeful 
diatribe by a sarcasm which went straight, 
like a poisoned arrow, to the mark, and has 
clung like the shirt of Nessus : “ [ cannot,” 
said O’Connell, “ divest my mind of the 
belief that, if this fellow’s genealogy were 
traced, it would be found that he was the 
lineal descendant and true heir-at-law of the 
impenitent thief who atoned for his crimes 
upon the cross.” Maddened by this terrible 
hit, Mr. Disraeli made matters worse by the 

g hrenzied indulgence of his exasperation. 

[e covered himself with merited ridicule by 
inditing a bombastic challenge to Mr. Morgan 
| O’Connell, whioh, as he might have antici- 
pated, was declined ; and the absurdity of his 
position reached its climax when he wound 
up an epistle to the great Agitator with : 
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44 We shall meet at Philippi [i. e. 9 the House 
of Commons], where I will seize the first 
opportunity of inflicting castigation for the 
insults you have lavished on me ;” — a pledge, 
by the way, which he never attempted to 
redeem. lie addressed another letter to Mr. 
Morgan O’Connell, in which he expresses a 
hope that the father had been so insulted as 
to render it incumbent on some member of 
the family to vindicate its outraged honor. 
44 The sons of O’Connell, however,” observes 
Mr. Francis, 44 looked on the matter as purely 
ridiculous ; and they only published the cor- 
respondence in the papers. The public were 
much of the same opinion. They indulged 
in a good hearty laugh at the Cambyses’ vein 
of the would-be champion of Conservatism. 
His political inconsistency was ascribed to 
an infirmity of judgment almost amounting 
to craziness. The extreme rashness and in- 
judicious haste of Mr. Disraeli to achieve 
greatness had excited strong prejudices against 
him.” 

Mr. Francis adds that his hero 44 had, per- 
haps, never stood lower in public esteem than 
at this time.” But he never cared about 
public esteem. Dr. Johnson has remarked, 
that there are persons so besotted with the 
love of notoriety that they will roll in a 
gutter rather than not be looked at or talked 
about. Mr. Disraeli is, or was, a striking 
specimen of this class. The quod monstrer 
aigito prcetereunlium was his master passion, 
and, when he had no other means of gratify- 
ing it, he would stoop to make people stare 
by the extravagance of his dress and demeanor, 
or by the calculated display of a half-genuine 
and half-simulated self-conceit. He was 
profoundly indifferent as to the unfavorable 
impression left on quiet and rational people. 
If ho had made them stare, he had achieved 
the distinction for which he panted, and 
which he proposed to turn to account in some 
way. He had carefully studied the weak 
side of human nature, and he knew that the 
multitude were carried away in their own 
despite by the habitual assumption of superi- 
ority. A blot is not a blot till it is hit ; and 
a failure is not a failure till it is acknowledged. 
The Spartan boy would be no bad model for 
a political adventurer. It is surprising, too, 
how frequently, 44 in erring reason’s spite,” 
we accept people at their own valuation if 
they stick to it. The world did not despair 
of Mr. Disraeli, because he did not despair 
of himself ; and, although he had lost stake 
after stake, and the odds were desperately 
against him, he was not yet reduced to the 
ooudition of the ruined gamester who has 
nothing left wherewith to stand again the 
hazard of the die. He had youth, health, 
talent, and the reputation which might almost 
pass muster for fame. The author of 44 Vivian 
urey” would never again enter a London 


drawing-room unobserved, ne was a nota- 
bility of the first water, a spirit of the age, a 
genius of the epoch, and his cry was still — 
44 The world ’s mine oyster, which I with 
tongue or pen will open.” 

In 1835, he published his 44 Vindication 
of the English Constitution,” addressed to 
Lord Lynahurst, the professed object of 
which is to portray the whigs as a narrow- 
minded and selfish oligarchy, and to exalt the 
tories as the only trustworthy aspirants to 
political power. Sorrowing largely from the 
brilliant, specious, and thoroughly unprin- 
cipled Bolingbroke, Mr. Disraeli laborea to 
prove that his new friends had merited the 
confidence of their countrvuien by doing the 
very opposite of w r hat Iiad been expected 
from them. For example, 

■ However irresistible may be the social power 
of the tory party, their political power, since 
1831, has only been preserved and maintained 
by a series of democratic meesures of the greatest 
importance and most comprehensive character. 
No sooner was the passing of the whig Reform 
Act inevitable, than the tories introduced a 
clause into it which added many thousand mem- 
bers to the estate of the Commons. No sooner 
was the whig Reform Act passed, and circum- 
stances had proved that with all their machina- 
tions, the oligarchy was not yet secure, than the 
whigs, under the pretence of reforming the cor- 
porations, attempted to compensate themselves 
for the democratic increase of the third estate, 
through the Chandos clause, by the political de- 
struction of all the freemen of England ; but the 
tories again stepped in to the rescue of the nation 
from the oligarchy, and now preserved the rights 
of eighty thousand members of the third estate. 
And not content with adding many thousands to 
its numbers, and preserving eighty thousand, 
the tories, ever since the passing of the oligarch- 
ical Reform Act of the whigs, have organized 
societies throughout the country for the great 
democratic purpose of increasing to the utmost 
possiblq extent the numbers of the third estate 
of the realm. The clause of Lord Chandos, your 
lordship’s triumphant defence of the freemen of 
England, and the last registration, are three 
great democratic movements , and quite in keep - 
ing with the original and genuine character of 
Toryism . (P. 202.) 

In a preceding passage he had stated that 
44 Toryism must occasionally represent and re- 
flect the passion s. and prejudices of the nation, 
as well as its purer energies, and its more en- 
larged and philosophic views.” No one will 
deny that it diligently discharged this portion 
of its functions under the auspices of Lord 
Derby, and we can now guess 44 the reason 
why” the chivalrous premier consented to 
take his policy from the country — why Mr. 
Walpole proposes to bestow the elective fran- 
chise, with such unprecedented liberality, on 
militia men — why Mr. Disraeli was eager 
to recognize the 44 political rights of labor” — 
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and why the Irish tenant leaguers were grati- 
fied by a thinly disguised concession to social- 
ist principles. These were great “ democratic 
movements, and quite in keeping with the 
orignal and genuine character of Toryism” — 
particularly if it “ must occasionally repre- 
sent the psissions and prejudices of the na- 
tion.” But, then, if Toryism be identical with 
Derbyism, why did Lord Derby undertake to 
encounter and vanquish this same “ democ- 
racy,” which (so says bis Caucasian friend) 
it is the especial vocation of Toryism to 
strengthen and develop? Here we own our- 
selves at fault, and the only solution of the 
problem we can suggest is, that he proposed 
to control the democratic tendencies of the 
nation — as St. Evremond tells us he conquered 
his passions — - ■ by indulging them ; or that the 
ex-premier acted on the drunkard’s maxim of 
“ a hair of the dog that bit you ;” or that his 
lordship had been studying the doctrine of the 
homoeopath i8ts, who maintain that a disease is 
most effectually cured by drugs which would 
have created it, had it not preexisted in the 
constitution of the patient. But, this, at 
least, we will make bold to predicate* that, if 
the principles of parliamentary reform advo- 
cated by this journal be fairly compared with 
Mr. Disraeli's and Mr. Walpole’s, no impartial 
arbitrators will hesitate to say that we have 
a far better title than they, or those whom 
they represent, to the disputed designation of 
“ Conservative.” 

The “ Letters of Runnymede,” composed 
in obvious imitation of Junius, and filled with 
truculent abuse of every contemporary whig 
of eminence, were the next notable production 
from his pen. They first appeared in the 
“ Times,” and were published in a collected 
shape in 1830, with a Dedication to Sir 
Robert Peel, w'ho was then, it seems, the 
“ chivalrous” champion who was to transfix 
the dragon of democracy. 

In your chivalry alone i9 our hope. Clad in 
the panoply of your splendid talents and your 
Bpotless character, we leel assured that you will 
subdue this unnatural and unnational monster ; 
and that we may yet see sedition, and treason, 
and rapine, rampant as they may have of late 
figured, quail before your power and prowess. 
(i\ 36.) 

In 1837; Mr. Disraeli obtained the long- 
coveted object of his ambition. He was 
elected member for Maidstone. The effect of 
his maiden speech in the House of Commons 
is well known. It was cut short by an irre- 
pressible burst of laughter, and he concluded 
with the memorable words : “I have begun 
several times many things, and I have often 
succeeded at last. I shall sit down now, but 
the time will come when you will hear me.” 
When Wood fail told Sheridan, after hearing 
his maiden effort, ( that public speaking was not 


his line, the future rival of Pitt and Fox re- 
plied, after leaning his head upon his hand for 
a few moments — “I have it in me, and by 
G it shall come out.” This was the in- 

stinctive consciousness of latent power ; and ' 
in the same category of sayings may be ranged 
Nelson *8, when, finding his name omitted in 
the despatches, he exclaimed, “ Never mind ; 
some time or other I will have a Gazette to 
myself.” But Mr. Disraeli’s threat, vow. or 
promise was simply one of his characterise 
ebullitions of assurance ; for we w ill answer 
for it, that he never began anything yet, 
without proclaiming that he should succeed. 
Every one knows the boastful predictions 
which he put forth from time to time touch- 
ing his Budget and the certain duration of 
the Derby ite government, and the unhesitat- 
ing confidence which his credulous friends 
reposed in them until the bubble buret. 
Moreover, there is nothing particularly re- 
markable in the intuitive conviction of a very 
clever man that he should eventually compel 
attention from the House of Commons. The 
chief singularity consisted in the unabashed 
utterance of such an expectation at such a 
moment ; of which, we fully admit, very few 
embryo orators would be found capable. 
Charles Fox failed repeatedly during his first 
session, but it is not recorded thnt he con- 
cluded any one of his unsuccessful efforts with 
a vow of future excellence. 

It also strikes us that, when undue stress 
is laid on this memorable incident in Mr. 
Disraeli’s life, his admirers are apt to lose 
sight of the time he took, and the means he 
used, to verify the prediction. The House, 
having had its laugh, was rather favorably 
disposed than otherwise to give him fair play 
the next time he rose ; but, although he 
frequently trespassed on its patienoe between 
1837 and the downfall of the whig ministry 
in 1841, his talents for debate were not ap- 
preciated ; and he did not acquire what is 
called the “ ear of the .House,” without first 
resorting to adventitious aid, and then ap- 
pealing to the passions and prejudices of its 
least cultivated members. The adventitious 
aid in question was that of “ Young Eng- 
land ;7 the passions and prejudices to which 
we allude were those of the late protectionists. 

When the “ Young England” party were 
in the zenith of their shortlived celebrity, we 
endeavored to form an accurate estimate of 
their alleged vocation, their merits, and their 
pretensions. Declining to concede to them 
the full measure of intellectual preeminence 
which they arrogated, we gave them ample 
credit for generous aspirations, and for energy 
and capacity enough to develop and reduce 
into definite shape their somewhat dreamy 
schemes for the regeneration of society. We 
saw, or thought we saw, the germs of future 
excellence in the best of their juvenile pro- 
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ductions ; and wo still think that they exer- 
cised a wholesome influence on their imme- 
diate contemporaries, by freshening and 
elevating the tone of political discussions, as 
well as by suggesting some now and useful 
trains of sentiment and thought. It is not 
always necessary,” observes Goethe, “for 
troth to embody itself ; enough if it float 
spiritually about and induce agreement — if, 
like the deep, friendly sound of a bell, it undu- 
lates through the air.” Bqt, on the whole, ( 
we must admit that experience has shown the 
vanity of our more flattering anticipations ; 
for “ Young England” has literally left noth- 
ing by which its corporate or collective exist- 
ence can be demonstrated to the satisfaction 
of an inquisitive posterity, except the recol- 
lection of its having been Mr. Disraeli’s first 
stepping-stone to fame. The enthusiastic 
support of a select band of young admirers 
gained for him the vantage-ground, for which, 
iiisuluted and singlehanded, or confounded 
with the crowd, he had long battled, fruit- 
lessly. It was as their Coryphaeus that, two 
years at least before the grand schism of 
1846, be began to show signs of marked 
hostility towards the late Sir Robert Peel ; 
who had been the constant object of the 
rising rhetorician’s exalted eulogy until all 
rational hope of preferment was at an end. 

It is well known that, on the formation of 
the Conservative Ministry in 1841, Mr. Dis- 
raeli considered himself quite sure of office, 
and was exceedingly surprised at finding that 
Her Majesty had no need of his services. The 
truth is, the ludicrous passages of his erratic 
career were still too freshly remembered, and 
the austere virtue of the minister prevented 
him from closing with a recruit of wavering 
principles and questionable reputation, whose 
enmity, if the bare notion of such a thing 
bad flitted across his mind at that time, he 
would have despised. It must remain, there- 
fore, an unsolved problem whether the secre- 
taryship of the Admiralty, or a government 
appointment of inferior responsibility, oppor- 
tunely offered, would not have effected a most 
important change in our parliamentary his- 
tory for the last six years. At all events the 
strongest presumptive evidence may be ad- 
duced to snow that Mr. Disraeli was actuated 
by private and personal motives when he first, 
with his small band, occupied a position a lit- 
tle in front of the main body of Conservatives, 
and manoeuvred in such a manner as to cause 
no inconsiderable annoyance to their then 
honored and revered ohief. We gan under- 
stand why the Duke of Buckingham left the 
cabinet a few months after he became a mem- 
ber of it, and why other consistent Protec- 
tionists were sorely shaken in their allegiance 
by the “ New Tariff;” hut the “ Young Eng- 
land” primary ground of quarrel with Sir 
Robert Peel was that he did not go far or fast 
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enough in the Liberal direction. So long as 
they acted in concert, they were the avowed 
champions of commercial and religious liberty. 
Why then did Mr. Disraeli support and ap- 
plaud this illustrious statesman when he as- 
sumed the reins of power for the supposed 
purpose of upholding “ Protection,” and of 
carrying out the traditional doctrines of Tory- 
ism, yet labor unceasingly to undermine his 
influence from the time when he manifested 
a growing predilection for Free Trade, and 
become bis bitterest enemy when he finally 
abandoned the Com Law's as hopelessly inde- 
fensible? We shall endeavor to throw light 
on these points by a few extracts from “ Con- 
ingsby,” which appeared in 1844, and was 
loudly heralded by the author’s disciples as 
an authentic exposition of their creed. 

In the preface to the popular edition of 
1849, the author claims for it a degree of 
authority which it could not be expected to 
command as a mere novel. “ It was not,” 
he says, “originally the intention of the 
writer to adopt the form of fiction as the in- 
strument to scatter his suggestions ; but after 
reflection, he resolved to avail himself of a 
method which, in the temper of the times, 
offered the best chance of influencing opinion.” 
He had another obvious reason for choosing 
this form of composition. It afforded him in- 
creased facilities for gratifying his personal 
animosities W'ith comparative impunity. It 
has been objected to the anonymous system 
of English journalism, that it gives undue 
scopo to personal spite ; so that no one can 
tell whether he may not have made a danger- 
ous enemy by a remark carelessly let drop in 
the unguarded hours of convivial intercourse. 
No one, however, has serious cause to dread 
a newspaper attack, unless ho invites criticism 
by coming voluntarily before the public in 
some shape. But there is no escaping the 
novelist, who conceives himself licensed to 
introduce portraits, sketches, and caricatures 
under the transparent veil of a pseudonym; for, 
even if the preaestined victim should happen 
to be obscure and unassuming, he or she may 
be ingeniously brought in as a specimen of 
mock modesty and real insignificance. We 
need hardly add that this practice is diametri- 
cally opposed to the true principles and ap- 
propriate objects of art ; which may be one 
reason why some of our cleverest female nov- 
elists have hitherto tried in vain to match the 
exquisite pictures of social life bequeathed to 
us by the Burneys and Austens. Amongst 
writers of fiction pretending to respectability, 
Mr. Disraeli has been by muoh the worst 
offender in this line. Indeed, we should be 
puzzled to name a single natural and probable 
character of bis drawing, which is not a ser- 
vile copy from some living original ; and he 
seems to have lost, if he ever possessed, the 
I Shakspear-like genius for generalization or 
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creation, by the ruinous habit of rejecting the 
oefcic ideal for the prosaic real — much as 
e is supposed to have forfeited the power of 
convincing the reason of a cultivated audience, 
by perseveringly acting on the hypothesis 
that the only effective mode of operating on 
popular assemblies is to amuse, excite, or 
mystify them. This glaring defect, however, 
by no means diminishes the value of his ro- 
mances when considered as records of his 
passing opinions on men and things, and it 
is solely as indications of these that we now 
beg leave to call attention to the following 
passages from “ Coningsby.” We have al- 
ready seen that the enas of Toryism must be 
attained by democratic measures. Let us 
naw ascertain what the conservative chief 
understands by Conservatism. The birth of 
“ Conservatism” is described in terms which 
would justify a doubt whether it was in any 
respect an improvement on old-fashioned true- 
blue Toryism : — 

No one had arisen, either in Parliament, or the 
Universities, or the Press, to lead the public 
mind to the investigation of principles ; and not 
to mistake, in their reformations, the corruption 
of practice for fundamental ideas. It was this 
perplexed, ill-formed, jaded, shallow generation, 
repeating cries which they did not comprehend, 
and wearied with the endless ebullitions of their 
own barren conceit, that Sir Robert Peel was 
summoned to govern. It was from such mate- 
rials, ample in quantity, but in all spiritual 
qualities most deficient ; with great numbers, 
largely acred, consoled up to their chins, but 
without knowledge, genius, thought, truth , or 
fuith, that Sir Robert Peel was to form a “ great 
Conservative party on a comprehensive basis." 

So much for the materials ; now for the 
manufactured commodity : — 

Conservatism was an attempt to carry on af- 
fairs by substituting the fulfilment of the duties 
of office for the performance of the functions of 
government ; and to maintain this negative sys- 
tem by the mere influence of property, reputable 
private conduct, and what are called good con- 
nexions. Conservatism discards Prescription, 
shrinks from Principle, disavows Progress ; hav- 
ing rejected all respect for Antiquity, it offers no 
redress for the Present, and makes no prepara- 
tion for the Future. It is obvious, that for a 
time under favorable circumstances, such a con- 
federation might succeed ; but it is equally clear, 
that on the arrival of one of those critical con- 
junctures that will periodically occur in all States, 
and which such &n impassioned system is even 
calculated ultimately to create, all power of re- 
sistance will be wanting ; the barren curse of 
political infidelity will paralyze all action ; And 
the Conservative Constitution will be discovered 
to be a Caput Mortuum. (P. 98.) 

The attempt to identify the Conservative 
cause with “ Protection" is thus keenly sat- 
irized : — 


And now, after all, in 1841, it seemed that 
Taper was right. There was a great clamor in 
every quarter, and the clamor was against the 
wliigs and in favor of conservative principles. 
What Canadian timber-merchants meant by con- 
servative principles, it is not difficult to conjec- 
ture ; or West India planters. It was tolerably 
clear on the hustings what squires and farmers 
and their followers meant by conservative prin- 
ciples. What they mean by conservative prin- 
ciples now is another question ; and whether 
conservative principles mean something higher 
than the perpetuation of fiscal arrangements, 
some of them very impolitic, none of them very 
important. But no matter what different bodies 
of men understood by the cry in which they all 
joined, the cry existed ; Taper beat Tadpole ; 
and the great conservative party beat the shat- 
tered and exhausted whigs. (P. 457.) 

In connexion with this branch of the sub- 
ject, we must not forget to mention that on 
the 10th of May, 1842, Mr. Disraeli delivered 
a carefully prepared speech on the Tariff, in 
which .he expatiated on the “ great and bene- 
ficial influence of Mr. Huskisson,” and tried to 
prove that all eminent tories, from Pitt to 
Peel inclusive, had been the champions of 
Free Trade. 

The opinions on ecclesiastical matters, and 
on the delicate question of the relation of the 
Church to the State, professed by Mr. Disraeli 
during his “ Young England” days, were an 
exaggerated form of what is popularly termed 
“ Puseyism.” They were thus developed in 
“ Coningsby” : — 

What can be more anomalous than the present 
connexion between State and Church ? Every 
condition on which it was originally consented to 
has been cancelled. That original alliancs 
was , in my view, an equal calamity for the Na- 
tion and the Church ; but, at least, it was an 
intelligible compact. Parliament, then consist- 
ing only of members of the Established Church, 
was, on ecclesiastical matters, a lay synod, and 
might, in some points of view, be esteemed a 
necessary portion of Church government. But 
you have effaced this exclusive character of Par- 
liament ; you have determined that a communion 
with the Established Church shall no longer be 
part of the qualification for sitting in the House 
of Commons. There is no reason, a* far as the 
constitution avails, why every member of the 
House of Commons should not be a dissenter. 
But the whole power of the country is concen- 
trated in the House of Commons. The House of 
Commons virtually appoints the bishops. A 
sectarian assembly appoints the bishops of the 
Established Church. They may appoint twenty 
Hoodleys. (Pp. 251—263.) 

Divorce the Churoh from the State, and the 
spiritual power that struggled against the bruts 
foroe of the dark ages, against tyrannical mop- 
&rch8 and barbarous barons, will struggle again 
in opposition to influences of a different form, but 
of a similar tendency ; equally selfish, equally 
insensible, equally barbarizing. ■ The priests of 
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God are the tribanes of the people. 0 ! igno- 
rant ! that with such a mission they should ever 
have cringed in the ante-chambers of ministers, 
or bowed before parliamentary committees 1 (Pp. 
353, 354.) 

At the commencement of the year 1846, 
therefore, when Mr. Disraeli volunteered to 
become the mouthpiece of a Protectionist, No- 
Popery, and anti-Tractarion opposition, he 
himself was a Freetrader and a Puseyite — 
that is, if he ever was anything but what 
appeared to suit his immediate purpose. 
Most assuredly, the more liberal views then 
recently announced by Sir Robert Peel in con- 
nexion with the Maynooth Grant and the 
Corn Laws, might have been expected to re- 
move or soften (instead of aggravating) any 
lurking distrust of that lamented statesman 
which his unrelenting satirist could have con- 
tracted on public grounds. Why, then, did 
Mr. Disraeli lend himself out, as an intellect- 
ual gladiator, to a section of that “ large- 
acred squirearchy” with whom he had no 
one view, thought, taste, habit, or sentiment 
in common ? The solution of the problem is 
partly to be found in the circumstance on 
which Mr. Henry Drummond opportunely 
fixed attention, namely, that “ the best heads 
hod gone over to the other side ;” so that 
Mr. Disraeli might have been actuated by 
motives very similar to those which induced 
the Scotch archer to prefer the service of 
Louis the Eleventh to that of Charles the 
Bold. u The Duke of Burgundy,” observed 
Le Balafrd to Quentin Durword, “ charges at 
the head of his nobles and native knights, his 
liegemen of Artois and Hainault. Think 
you, if you were there, or if I were there my- 
self, that we could be much further forward 
than the Duke and all his own brave nobles 
of his own land?” On the other hand, he 
added, the King of France had alienated or 
driven away all the best of the hereditary de- 
fenders of his throne. “ Now, see you not,” 
concluded the sagacious mercenary, “ in 
which of these states a cavalier of fortune 
holds the highest rank, and must come to the 
highest fortune ?” Just so, Mr. Disraeli 
might plausibly have asked himself whether a 
cavalier of fortune was likely to come to the 
highest honor by competing fairly with states- 
men of acknowledged reputation, or by con- 
tending for the protectionist leading staff with 
Lord Granby, Mr. Herries, Mr. Walpole, Sir 
John Pakington, Mr. Newdegate, and Mr. 
Christopher. 

Strange to say, this mode of accounting for 
his conduct is far more favorable to the Right 
Honorable Gentleman than the explanation of 
it which he has given in the latest of his lit- 
erary productions, “ Lord George Bentinok : 
A Political Biography.” This book was pub- 
lished in January, 1852, about two months 
before his accession to high office, and, consid- 


ering the period of its appearance, and the 
author’s position at the time, we are loBt in 
wonder at the astounding audacity of its rev- 
elations. He unblushingly owns that he was 
almost uniformly actuated by the least justifi- 
able class of personal motives, and he nar- 
rates the factious intrigues which he aided or 
suggested, with a chuckling self-complacency, 
indicating about the same notion of political 
morality which a man bom blind may be sup- 
posed to have of colors. Mr. Macaulay, after 
alleging amplA reasons for the “ belief that 
those amongst whom Mochiavelli lived saw 
nothing shocking or incongruous in his writ- 
ings,” observes, “ it is therefore in the stato 
of moral feeling. among the Italians of his 
time that we must seek for the real explana- 
tion of what seems most mysterious in the 
life and writings of this remarkable man.” 
The now scattered or defunct “ Country Party,” 
far from seeing anything objectionable in the 
“ Political Biography,” eagerly circulated it 
as their text-book and guide. By a parity 
of reasoning, therefore, it is in the state of 
principle among the late Protectionists, that 
we must seek for the real explanation of what 
seems otherwise unaccountable in this book. 
Their beau ideal of a patriotic statesman is, or 
was, one who should be always prepared to 
sacrifice his country to his party ; and the 
public virtues on which, if we may credit 
their chosen and trusted annalist, they laid 
the greatest stress were cupidity and vindic- 
tiveness. For example : — 

The time (the first week in April, 1846) had 
now arrived when it became necessary for those 
who were responsible for the conduct of the pro- 
tectionist party very gravely to consider the state 
of affairs, which had become critical, and to de- 
cide upon the future course. The large majority 
in the House of Lords had extinguished the lin- 
gering hope that the ministerial scheme might 
ultimately be defeated. Vengeance therefore 
had succeeded in most breasts to the more san- 
guine sentiment . The field was lost, but at any 
rate there should be retribution for those who 
had betrayed it. Proud in their numbers, confi- 
dent in their discipline, and elate with their mem- 
orable resistance, the protectionist party as a 
body had always assumed, that when the occa- 
sion was ripe, the career of the minister might 
be terminated : it was not until the period bad 
arrived when the means to secure the catastrophe 
were to be decided on, that the diffioulty of uis- 
covering theqa was generally acknowledged. 
How was Sir Robert Peel to be turned out ? Here 
was a question which might well occupy the 
musing hours of a Whitsun recess. (P. 230.) 

The suggestion of a formal vote of want of 
confidence is discussed, and rejected for the 
very sufficient reason that it could not have 
been carried. The writer then proceeds : — 

If indeed the whigs had been prepared to form 
a government on the economical principles of 
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their own budget of 1841, the whole of the pro- 
tectionist party would have arrayed itself under 
their banners, and the landed interest, whose 
honor they toould have then saved , would have 
been theirs forever. This was a result which the 
whigs as a party were desirous to accomplish ; 
and a nobleman, whose services have been since 
prematurely lost to the country, and whose ex- 
cellent sense, imperturbable temper, and knowl- 
edge of mankind, had for many years exercised 
a leading influence in fhe councils of the whigs, 
and always to their advantage, was extremely 
anxious, that by a reconstruction in this spirit 
an end should be put to that balanced state of 
parties, which, if permitted to continue, frus- 
trated the practicability and even the prospect 
of a strong government. What he wished par- 
ticularly 1 6 accomplish was, to see Lord George 
Bentinck in the new whig cabinet. But though 
this eminent individual conducted his negotia- 
tions under the happiest auspices, for Lord George 
Bentinck entertained for him great personal re- 
gard, and was united to his son by ties of veiy 
warm and intimate friendship, his object was not 
attained. Lord John Russell could not recede 
from the Edinburgh letter, and he was more 
valuable to his party than a fixed duty on corn. 
Lord George Bentinck offered, and promised, to 
support the whig government,, but would not 
become a member of any administration that was 
not prepared to do justice to the land. (Pp. 281 
—283.) 

The nobleman alluded to is, we believe- 
the late Earl of Besborough, who well merited 
the tribute paid in this passage to his excel- 
lent qualities of head and heart ; but what 
Mr. Disraeli terms u his negotiations” were 
undertaken on his own responsibility, and 
were never sanctioned or encouraged by any 
chief or authorized representative of the whig 
party. Nor is it credible that, when the re- 
peal of the Corn Laws had been once formally 
proposed by Sir Robort Peel, any leader of 
that party ever dreamed of proposing a fixed 
duty. The prominent peculiarity of this pas- 
sago, however, is quite independent of its 
historical accuracy. The author’s notions 
of political honor may be collected from it. 
lie ooldly asserts that, in 1846, the whole of 
the protectionist party might have arrayed 
itself under the whig banner without any 
loss of credit or desertion of principle ; ana 
that the honor of the landed interest might 
have been saved by reverting to the whig 
budget of 1841. Yet every man of them had 
been elected for the purpose of opposing that 
budget. Further comment would be super-; 
fluous, and we pass on to other equally illus- 
trative revelations. 

Although a slight circumstance, it ought per- 
haps to be noticed that some ohange took place 
at the commencement of this session (’47) in the 
local position of parties in the House of Com- 
mons. On the Accession of the whigs to office 
in the preceding year, the protectionists had re- 


tained their seats beneath the gangway on the 
ministerial side. They did this on the reasonable 
ground, that as it was their intention to support 
the general policy of the new government, it was 
unnecessary for them to cross the House with the 
late cabinet which they had themselves mainly 
driven from power. But as time advanced, con- 
siderable inconvenience was found to result from 
this arrangement, for the protectionists were so 
numerous, that the greater portion of the whigs 
were obliged to range themselves on the benches 
opposite the men whom they had always sup- 
ported, and with whom they were still voting. 
This led to some conversation between the Treas- 
ury bench and Lord George Bentinck ; and it 
was finally agreed that, on the whole, it would 
be more convenient that on the meeting of the 
House in *47, he should take the seat usually 
occupied by the leader of the Opposition, ana 
that bis friends should fill the benches generally 
allotted to an adverse party. This was the origin 
of his taking a position which he assumed with 
great reluctance, and of his appearing ns the 
chief opponent of a ministry which he was anxious 
to uphold. (P.871.) 

11 A long table and a square table, or seats 
about the walls,” observes Lord Bacoo in his 
“ Essay on Counsel,” “ seem things of form, 
but are things of substance; for, at a long 
table, a few at the upper end in effect sway all 
the business ; but, in the other form, there is 
more use of the counsellors’ opinion that sit 
lower.” Just so, as we collect from the fore- 
going statement, the arrangement and parti- 
tion of the seats in the House of Commons, 
or the snlall or large space below the gangway, 
may seem things of form, but are things of 
substanoe ; for they may determine the polit- 
ical position of a great party, and public men 
will of course consider a crowded bench, or 
an inconvenient seat, a less tolerable alterna- 
tive than the obligation to act against a gov- 
ernment with which they are disposed to con- 
cur from conviction. 

The following is another startling pas- 
sage : — 

When all hope of reconstructing the whig party 
on a broad basis was reluctantly given up, and 
the fhturc ministers reconciled themselves to that 
prospect of a weak government which was so 
clearly foreseen by their sagacious friend, ^ and 
has been subsequently so unfortunately realized , 
those active spirits who busy themselves with the 
measures of parties fixed upon the sugar duties 
as the inevitable question on which the govern- 
ment might be expelled from office. The exist- 
ing government, it was understood, had pledged 
itself to the colonial interest to maintain their 
old policy of excluding slave-grown sugar ; and, 
in fact, it was only by such an engagement that 
the votes of those members of the House of Com- 
mons connected with the two Indies had been lost 
to the Protectionists in the division. It was sup- 
posed that the agricultural interest, having lost 
the protection which the land enjoyed, would not 
be indisposed to console themselves for this de- 
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privation by the enjoyment of cheap sugar, 
especially when the representatives of dear sugar 
had exhibited so decided a predilection for cheap 
bread. But when Lord George Bentinck was 
sounded on this scheme he shook his head, with 
that peculiar expression which always conveyed 
to those who were appealing to him the utter 
hopelessness of their enterprise. “ No,” he said, 
44 we have nothing to sustain us but our princi- 
ples. We are not privy-councillors, but we may 
be honest men.” (Pp. 233, 234.) 

If Lord George Bentinck had lived till the 
middle of 1852, he might have discovered that 
it was just possible for privy-councillors to be 
the exact opposite of honest politicians. But 
here again, what are we to think of “ those 
active spirits who busy themselves with the 
measures of parties,” when they complacently 
relate how they laid themselves open to such 
a rebuke ? 

A despeibte attempt was made to effect a 
diversion in favor of the Peel government, on 
the night of the division which sealed its fate, 
by putting up Lord Chandos to appeal to the 
"conservative sympathies of the protectionist 
opposition. The incident is thus graphically 
related in the “ Political Biography” : — 

Very pale, looking like the early portraits of 
Lord Gren\ille, determined but impassive and 
coldly earnest, Lord Chandos, without any af- 
fectation of rhetorical prelude, said in a clear and 
natural tone that he wished to state his intention 
of recording his vote for the measure of the gov- 
ernment. . . . And he gave succinctly his main 
reasons for so doing. They were told that the 
question to-night involved a vote of confidence 
in the minister. He did not acknowledge the 
justness of that conclusion. He gave his vote on 
this bill solely with reference to the condition of 
Ireland, but if he could bring his mind to under- , 
stand that the question of general confidence in 
the administration was the principal question on 
which they were going to decide to-night, and 
the proper government of Ireland only a second- 
ary one, then he thought it fair to say, that he 
for one was not prepared to vote a want of confi- 
dence in the present conservative government 
He supported them as an administration founded 
on conservative principles t and he for one did 
not agree , that conservative principles depended 
on tariff regulations , or that the existence of the 
institutions of the country relied upon the main- 
tenance of a fiscal principle . Whatever the 
result of the division, he should have the satis- 
faction of knowing that his vote would be regis- 
tered freely and fairly on the merits of the ques- 
tion, and that he was not actuated by personal 
prejudice or factious opposition. (Pp. 296 , 297. ) 

Considered and judged from the conserva- 
tive point of view, Lord Chandos* position 
was unassailable; and in refusing to admit 
that “ conservative principles depended on 
tariff regulations,** nis lordship did little 
more than paraphrase the language of “ Con- 
ingsby.*’ But all the writer’s sympathies are 


reserved for the enlightened patriots who did 
think that the existence of the institutions of 
the country depended on a fiscal restriction. 
In the most enthusiastic spirit of hero-wor- 
ship, and in a style worthy of the late George 
Robins, he exclaims : — 

They trooped on : all the men of metal and 
large-acred squires, whose spirit he had so often 
quickened and whose counsel he had so often 
solicited in his fine conservative speeches in 
Whitehall Gardens. Mr. Bankes, with a parlia- 
mentary name of two centuries, and Mr. Chris- 
topher, from that broad Lincolnshire which pro- 
tection had created ; and the Mileses and the 
Henleys were there ; and the Buncombes, the 
Liddells, and the Yorkes ; and Devon had sent 
there the stout heart of Mr. Buck — and Wilt- 
shire the pleasant presence of Walter Long. Mr. 
Newdegate was there, whom Sir Robert had him- 
self recommended to the confidence of the electors 
of Warwickshire, os one of whom he had the 
highest hopes ; and Mr. Alderman Thompson 
was there, who, also through Sir Robert’s se- 
lection, had seconded the assault upon the wliigs, 
led on by Sir John Buller. But the list is too 
long ; or good names remain behind. (P. 300.) 

* 

Most of the self-same worthies “ trooped on” 
also, with equal docility, when they were re- 
quired to vote that the very policy for which 
they had persecuted their former leader had 
contributed to the prosperity of the nation ; 
and well might they cower and shrink aside 
to let the avenging bolt pass on to its destined 
object, when Mr. Sidney Herbert, pointing to 
the centre figure in a group on the Treasury 
Benches, exclaimed : — “ II you want to see a 
specimen of humiliation — which, God knows, 
is always a painful sight — look there.” 
Little less mortifying was the high-minded 
remonstrance addressed to them by Lord Gran- 
by, when he reminded them that, if they were 
honestly and in good faith about to recognize 
the advantage or “ unrestricted competition,” 
some expiatory rite was due to the manes of 
the departed statesman who had been driven 
from power and denounced as a traitor for 
preceding them in the same line of policy. It 
is no excuse to say, that they did not join in 
the personal invectives which were lavished 
on tne late Sir Robert Peel, but merely sanc- 
tioned them by their acquiescence, or ani- 
mated the actual assailant by their cheers. It 
was their clamorous, almost savage, applause 
which enabled their champion to obtain his 
semblance of a triumph over their once ven- 
erated leader, who, at the very moment when 
his haughty spirit seemed to quail, might have 
retorted — 

_ Non me tua fervid a terrent 
Biota, ferox, Bii me terrent — 

the “ Dii ” being about upon a par, in taste, 
manners, and impartiality, with the “ Gods” in 
the shilling gallery of a metropolitan theatre. 
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It is observed by Mr. Disraeli, in 44 Vivian 
Grey,” that 44 the only rival to be feared by a 
man of spirit is a clever boy and, the bois- 
terous scenes which too frequently disgraced 
the House of Commons in 1846, bear a marked 
analogy to those in which a smart and forward 
lad is encouraged to make a set at some grave 
and respectable person, who cannot retort 
without a loss of dignity. If the attention of 
the late protectionists could be recalled to the I 

E eriod of which we speak, some of them would 
e not a little astonished at the sort of face- 
tiousness which then threw them into con- 
vulsions of delight, as well as at the coarse 
vituperation which they rapturously approved. 
The following passage from Mr. Disraeli’s 
speech, on the third reading of the Corn Bill, 
immediately precedes the peroration, and was 
received with 44 roars of laughter” : — - 

“ The day after the Right Honorable Gen- 
tleman (Peel) made his first exposition of his 
scheme, a - gentleman well known in this 
House and learned in all the political secrets 
behind the scenes, met me, and said, * Well, 
what do you think of your chiefs plan!’ Not 
knowing exactly what to say, but taking up 
a phrase which has been much used in this 
House, I observed, ‘ Weil, I suppose it’s a 
great and comprehensive plan.’ * Oh,’ he 
replied, 1 we know all about it. It was 
offered to us. It is not his plan ; it ’s Pop- 
kins’ plan !’ And is England to be governed 
by Popkins’olan ! Will he go to the country 
with it? Will ho go with it to that ancient 
and famous England, that once was governed 
by statesmen — by Burleighs and by Walsing- 
ham8, by Bolingbrokes and Walpoles, by a 
Chatham and a Canning — will he go to it 
with this fantastic scheme of some presumptu- 
ous pedant?” 

The sole point, such as it is, of this care- 
fully prepared and eminently successful pas- 
sage, depends upon the name, Popkins, 
which, if the story be not altogether apocry- 
phal, was evidently substituted for the’ real 
one by the speaker. The notion, however, is 
not original. In LordNormanby’s u Yes and 
No,” a fine gentleman bets twenty to one 
against the favorite for “ the Derby,” on the 
strength of the owner’s name — urging that 
it was morally impossible for a Snooks to win 
44 the blue riband of the Turf.” 

44 A jest ’8 prosperity lies in the ear of him 
who hears it ;” the maxim is no less true of a 
speech ; and a very limited quantity of elo- 
quence will go a long way, wmen the orator 
makes it his main business to humor and chime 
in with the excited feelings and confirmed prej- 
udices of those whose favor he is anxious to 
conciliate. A thorough appreciation of the 
prevalent weakness in this respect is the secret 
of Mr. Disraeli’s elevation. 

There are two modes of getting on — by 
directly appealing to superior minds, or by 


obtaining the support of numbers through 
their passions and prejudices, and then 
demanding power as their representative ; in 
other words, by playing off the nonsense of tho 
country against its sense. Mr. Disraeli bos 
chosen the latter. His principal claim to dis- 
tinction rests on his adroit management of the 
foolish and the vain. His admirers do not 
dwell on the justness of his views, tho purity of 
his motives, the solidity of his acquirements, or 
the excellence of his measures. They say in 
effect : 44 See to what ^ height he has raised 
himself by his unaided exertions ; observe 
how many 4 men of metal and large-acred 
squires’ swear by him despite of his race. 
How could all this have come to pass unless he 
were an orator and statesman of the first 
water?” We admit the premises, but we 
dispute the inference. The tide which, taken 
at the flood, led him on to fortune, was a 
phenomenon which may not occur again for 
centuries, but the qualities required to float 
upon it were by no means of corresponding 
rarity. We could name half-a-dozen public 
men who could have anticipated him, had 
they not been restrained by their sense of 
honor and their convictions. More than one 
distinguished Peelite would, if he had aban- 
doned his principles, and joined the protec- 
tionists, hare boen hailed as leader by his 
new party. 44 Go, my son,” said Oxenstiem, 
44 ana see with how little wisdom the world is 
governed.” Go, he might have added, and 
mark with how slender a stock of genuine 
merit men rise to wealth, station, or celeb- 
rity. . Little inoro than a year ago an aston- 
ished nation saw thirty or forty very common- 
lace noblemen and gentlemen appointed to 
igh offices, and sixteen or seventeen of them 
made privy councillors, by way of reward for 
the intemperate and mischievous advocacy of 
an exploded error. • Would they have been so 
promoted had they not lagged behind their 
most enlightened contemporaries ? Or what, 
at this hour, would be the position of Mr. 
Disraeli himself, had he been uniformly true 
and consistent — had he conscientiously 
chosen his party, or side, and stuck to it — 
had he, above all, abided gallantly by the 
only cause which he ever appeared to have 
thoroughly at heart — the cause of the op- 
pressed brethren of his race ? 

This brings us to what might have been the 
brightest, and is likely to turn out the darkest, 
chapter in his history. We allude, of course, 
to his mode of dealing with the Jewish Claims, 
which he advocated more eloquently than dis- 
creetly for many years, and virtually aban- 
doned when he found it more profitable to 
enlist in the service of intolerance. The ma- 
tured views of this important subject, which 
he first developed in 44 Tancred,” will be found 
in the 24th chapter of the 44 Political Biogra- 
phy.” Lord George Bentinck, it will be re- 
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membered, resigned the leadership to which 
bis Caucasian friend eventually succeeded, 
rather than humor the Spooners and Newde- 
gates by cooperating with them in their big- 
otry. “The difficulty,” observes Mr. Disraeli, 
“ arose from the member elect for the City of 
London being not only of the Jewish race, but, 
unfortunately, believing only in the first part 
of the Jewish religion.” It follows that Chris- 
tianity is only the second part of the Jewish 
religion ; and the author deems the second as 
of less authority than the first, or, at least, as 
of only equal authority : — 

When the ineffable mystery of the Incarnation 
was consummated, a divine person moved on the 
face of the earth in the shape of a child of Israel, 
not to teach but to expiate. True it is that no 
word could fall from such lips, whether in the 
form of profound parable, or witty retort, or 
preceptive lore, but to guide and enlighten ; but 
they who, in those somewhat lax effusions, which 
in these days are honored with the holy name of 
theology, speak of the morality of the Gospel as 
a thing apart and of novel revelation, would do 
well to remember that in promulgating snch doc- 
trines they are treading on very perilous ground. 
There cannot be two moralities ; and to hold that 
the Second Person of the Holy Trinity could teach 
a different morality from that which had been 
already revealed by the First Person of the Holy 
Trinity, is a dogma so full of terror that it may 
perhaps be looked upon as the ineffable sin 
against the Holy Spirit. (P. 487.) 

He contends, on the strerigth of a very pecu- 
liar theory of vice and virtue — looking indeed, 
very like Predestination in its most objection- 
able shape — that mankind owe a large debt of 
gratitude to the Jewish race, as well as a 
tribute of respect to the memory of Pontius 
Pilate and Judas Iscariot. “ The crucifixion,” 
he tells us, “ of our blessed Lord in the form 
of a Jewish prince ,” is not their shame, but 
their glory : — 

If the Jews had not prevailed upon the Romans 
to crucify our Lord, what would have become of 
the Atonement? But the human mind cannot 
contemplate the idea that the most important 
deed of time could depend upon human will. 
The immolators were preordained like the victim, 
and the holy race supplied both. Could that be 
a crime which secured for all mankind eternal 
joy ? Which vanquished Satan, and opened the 
gates of Paradise? Snch a tenet would sully 
and impugn the doctrine that is the corner-stone 
of our faith and hope. (Pp. 488, 489.) 

Yet this “ sublime claim,” as he terms it, 
is declared untenable, and cannot be allowed 
without risking the revival of the Druidical 
rites and the relapse of the most enlightened 
nations of the civilized world into Pugonism. 
The 25th chapter of the “ Biography” opens 
thus : — 

The views expressed in the preceding chapter 
were not those which influenced Lord George 
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Bentinck in forming his opinion that the civil 
disabilities of those subjects of Her Majesty who 
profess that limited belief in divine relation which 
is commonly called the Jewish religion, should 
be removed. He had supported a measure to 
this effect in the year 1833, guided in that con- 
duct by his devoted attachment to the equivocal 
principle of religious liberty , the unqualified 
application of which principle seems hardly con- 
sistent with that recognition of religious truth 
by the State to which we yet adhere, and with- 
out which it is highly probable that the northern 
| and western races, after a disturbing and rapidly 
degrading period of atheistic anarchy, may fatally 
recur to their old national idolatries, modified 
and mythically dressed up according to the spirit 
of the age. (Pp. 508, 609.) 

This is a handsome tribute to the spirit of 
bigotry, and has doubtless been duly appreci- 
ated by his political associates ; but between 
the Puseyisra of “ Coningsby” and the Hebra- 
ism of this “ Biography, we should conceive 
that he will still experience considerable diffi- 
culty in getting himself recognized in Exeter 
Hall, or by the National Clun, as the preor- 
dained champion of the Church. 

Between 1846 and 1852, Mr. Disraeli, as if 
divining the very post that was in store for 
him, gave up a great deal of his attentions to 
the study of finance ; but he might have said 
of the elementary doctrines of political econo- 
my what the Marechal Duke of Richelieu said 
of the rules of grammar — that he had quar- 
relled with them at the outset of life, and could 
never afterwards make up the difference. Per- 
haps no embryo Chancellor of the Exchequer 
ever talked a larger quantity of nonsense on 
fiscal topics within a given space of time. One 
year he was to relieve the landed interest by 
extending the land tax ; the year following, he 
proposed to create an abundance of “ cheap 
capital” by reducing the National Debt ; and 
then again the British farmers were to be en- 
abled to defy foreign competition by a diminu- 
tion in “ the cost of production.” 

He has recently boasted, that, although a 
protectionist leader, he never dreamed of re- 
verting to “ Protection” ; yet the “ charmed 
weapon” with which he entreated Hie farmers 
to arm their champion was undoubtedly a 
system of import duties. His favorite measure , 
however, was the transfer of local burdens to 
the Consolidated Fund ; and this he reproduced 
annually, until he was compelled to take a 
serious view of its justice ana practicability, 
when he suddenly discovered that it had tie- 
come superfluous. Indeed, it is a remarkable 
fret, ana a striking illustration of the total 
want of soundness and earnestness in his prop- 
ositions, that not a single feature of any one 
of his amateur budgets was retained in his 
official production of December last. Still 
he had so far contrived to impose upon the 
least discerning portion of tne public that 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



MR. DISRAELI. 


594 

■when, installed in Downing Street, he pro- 
claimed the advent of a new era in finance, 
many commercial men, who ought to have 
. known better, began to speculate on the possi- 
bility of his being able to realize the expectar 
tions which be held forth. 

As for the large majority of the Derbyites, 
the faith they reposed in him was boundless, 
and he unhesitatingly promised them a long 
and secure lease of office if they would be 
implicitly guided by his counsels. In an evil 
hour they consented. A dull man's best 
chance of remaining honest, particularly in a 
speculative and cultivated age, is to stick fast 
to the political and religious creed in which 
he has been brought up. If he tries to reason, 
he is lost. He is caught by sophistries, which 
would be detected at the first glance by a 
trained mind of ordinary acuteness ; and he is 
apt to plume himself on being a clever in- 
triguer, when he is neither more nor less than 
a self-sufficient dupe. When Mr. Cayley, who 
in point of understanding is considerably 
above the average of his protectionist associ- 
ates, indited a Tong epistle to the “ Times ” 
to prove that the free-trade resolution, in which 
the majority of them concurred, was to be in- 
terpreted in a non-natural sense, he evidently 
was not aware that he was merely reviving 
the style of casuistiy which had been perma- 
nently discredited by the “ Provincial Let- 
ters*/’ and he forgot that the resolution in 
question being the result of a compromise, 
any denial or evasion of its plain meaning 
might be deemed dishonorable as well as 
Jesuitical. As for the magnates of Quarter- 
Session, who went about playing “Vivian 
Grey,” making light of principle, and talking 
of office as the only rational object of a sen- 
sible statesman ; they needed a satirist like 
the famous Duchess of Marlborough, who, 
having got hold of the youthful production of 
a heavy nobleman in which his lordship had 
tried to be pleasant and profligate, reprinted 
it with a frontispiece representing an elephaut 
dancing on the slack rope. A commonplace, 
decorous, and respectable politician, who for- 
feits his respectability, may be compared to 
an ugly ^)man who has lost her character. 
He has thenceforth nothing to fall back upon ; 
and what Dr. Johnson calls the most poignant 
of all feelings, the remorse for a crime com- 
mitted in vain, is all that is now left to many 
of the most prominent members of the “ Coun- 
try Party.” 

So firm, however, was their confidence in 
their “ mystery-man,” that it was not until 
some days after the promulgation of his 
Budget, that they begau to entertain misgiv- 
ings as to his infallibility. They were re- 
peatedly warned that a coup de main in English 
finance would be a gross folly, if it were not 
fortunately a moral impossibility. They per- 
severed in hoping against hope, that the 


something “ looming in the future ” would 
rove their salvation after all ; and they could 
ardly credit their senses when they saw 
their financial Phaeton let go the reins and 
tumble headlong from his seat. His own 
astonishment was little inferior to theirs, for 
he thought his Budget a masterpiece, and is 
still, we are credibly informed, utterly at a 
loss to understand why it was unpopular with 
both town and country, and so rapidly precip- 
itated his fall. The source of their credulity 
and his confirmed delusion may, we suspect, 
be traced to some of his personal habits and 
peculiarities, which are thus described by Mr. 
Francis : — “ Like Sir Robert Peel, he appears 
to isolate himself — to have no associates in 
the House, except those forced on him by 
the immediate necessity of party. This iso- 
lation and self-absorption are equally conspic- 
uous, whether he is quiescent or in activity. 
Observe him anywhere about the House, in 
the lobbies or in the committee-rooms ; you 
never see him in confidential communication 
with any one.” 

A self-dependent and self-absorbed man be- 
trays nothing; but, on the other hand, he 
learns nothing except from books, he loses the 
advantage of testing his measures or specula- 
tions by discussion, and the working every- 
day world of feeling and opinion remains a 
sealed volume to him. “Depend upon it, 
sir,” observed Dr. Johnson, in reference to 
Lord Loughborough, “ it is when you come 
close to a mau in conversation that you dis- 
cover what his real abilities are ; to make a 
speech in a public assembly is a knack. Now, 
I honor Thurlow ; Thurlow is a fine fellow ; 
he fairly puts his mind to yours.” 

It has neon surmised that Mr. Disraeli, in 
in this respect, bears a closer resemblance to 
Lord Loughborough than to Lord Thurlow. 
Nor, indeed, do we well see how he could go 
on playing his favorite part of “ mystery- 
man,” if he were in the habit of putting 
mind ‘to mind, or of conversing, in the full 
meaning of the word, with men and women 
who might fairly claim to stand on an intellect- 
ual level with him ; which is a very different 
thing from talking over a Marquis of Carabas, 
or showing off to a select and not over-wise 
circle of worshippers.* “I wish to Heaven 
that young man would risk himself,” ex- 
claimed Canning, on first hearing an embryo 
orator. The same wish must have risen re- 
peatedly to the lips of many who have marked 

*“ Nature descends down to infinite smallness. 

Mr. has his parasites ; and if you take a 

large buzzing blue-bottle fly, and look at it in a 
microscope, you may see twenty or thirty little 
ugly insects crawling about it, whioh doubtless 
think their fly to be the bluest, grandest, and 
most important animal in the universe, and are 
convinced the world would be at an end if it 
ceased to buzz.” ( Peter Plymley.) 
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Mr. Disraeli's studied caution and absence of 
excitability at moments which seemed to in- 
vite the open and unrestrained interchange of 
sentiment and thought. Whatever inferences 
may be drawn from the silence or reserve of 
authors and heroes whose laurels have been 
'earned in the closet or the field, there must be 
something wrong in the mental or moral con- 
formation of a man who can make showy 
speeches in public, and who confessedly pos- 
sesses a lively fancy, a well-stored memory 
and a remarkable command of language, yet 
cannot or will not “ risk himself" in the ani- 
mated and careless intercourse of cultivated 
society. There must be some designs and 
motives, or modes of thinking, which will not 
bear the light ; or some weak point which he 
wishes to cover ; or he dreads the consequen- 
ces of any impulsive movement on his own 
part, or on that of an antagonist who may re- 
solve to draw him out and try conclusions 
with him when he is not protected by the 
forms of parliamentary debate. 

A rhetorician devoid of earnestness, and 
anxious only for self display, can hardly be 
subjected to a more embarrassing ordeal than 
that of good table-talk. Its sudden breaks, 
quick turns, and elliptical transitions, are 
fatal to his tactics. He is like a column of 
infantry vainly endeavoring to deploy into 
line under fire; or he may be compared to 
Monsieur Jourdain, when, fresh from his 
fencing lesson, ho is pinned against the wall 
by one of Toinette's home-thrusts. By way 
of illustrating our meaning, let us suppose 
that the substance of Mr. Disraeli's first 
speech on his Budget had been mentioned at 
a private party. . If he had begun to argue 
there that the protectionists had never agi- 
tated for “ Protection " since 1846, because 
they had never brought the question specific- 
ally before either house of Parliament, he 
would scarcely have been allowed to finish 
his sentence. “ What do you say then to 
O'Connell's omission to move for the Repeal 
of the Union ? Does it follow that he never 
agitated for it?" would have been instantly 
and triumphantly retorted. Or, let us take 
another instance from his second speech on 
the same subject, in which, it will be remem- 
bered, in answer to the objection, that his re- 
served surplus of 400,000/. was virtually 
created by adding to the national debt, he 
expatiated on the abuses of the Loan Fund. 
If he had attempted such an evasion amongst 
friends, he would have been checked and told 
to keep to the point, namely, whether bis sur- 
plus was or was not the product of a continu- 
ing credit. In short, his three, four, and five 
hours' orations would have been reduced to 
marvellously small dimensions if be had omit- 
ted everything which would have been deemed 
superfluous by a select company of financiers. 
But, of course, we must not be understood as 


maintaining that amplification, with an ad- 
mixture of commonplace, is always unsuita- 
ble in a set speech. All that we venture to 
suggest is, that it is sometimes easier to dis- 
pense with solid materials, and to build on 
shallow foundations, in a popular assembly 
than at a dinner-table. 

The late Sir Robert Peel's reserve proceeded 
from a totally distinct cause, and implied high 
moral courage rather than a moral defect. It 
was his matured conviction, that a minister 
ought not to communicate his intentions or 
meditated measures before the time fixed for 
their formal announcement ; and he was con- 
tent to endure any extent of obloquy rather 
than to break through w T hat he deemed a sal- 
utary rule. He suffered bitterly from over- 
punctilious attention to it, and there was a 
period of his career, when a dash of Lord 
Melbourne's fascinating indiscretion would 
have been invaluable to the more sedate and 
cautious statesman. If he had gone about 
amongst the influential country gentlemen 
during the autumn of 1845, and frankly com- 
municated the difficulty he felt in acting np 
to the expectations which he had permitted 
them to indulge as to the Com Laws, very 
few, if any, would have sanctioned a factious 
combination to run him down. It would be 
curious if Mr. Disraeli, who rose by this very 
weakness of his illustrious victim, should find 
his own fall precipitated by an analogous 
fault of manner and disposition ; which, in his 
cose, must bo too deeply rooted to be ex- 
changed for the outward and visible signs of 
a non-existing congeniality. It is at all 
events clear, that if a party leader insists on 
playing the unseen oracle or the Oriential 
despot with his followers, he fearfully in- 
creases his responsibilities ; for, if be fails, 
they will mo9t assuredly exact ample atone- 
ment for the humiliation and disappointment 
which they have gone through. And foil he 
must, when he tries to delude a nation by the 
same arts which have enabled him to figure 
for a period as the organ and mouthpiece of a 
faction. 

When Mr. Disraeli announced his “ new 
principles and new policies" on the 17 th of 
July last, at Aylesbury, he had evidently not 
reflected that he was speaking as the finance 
minister of a mighty commercial empire, 
which would look for the realization oi his 
pledge, and whose fiscal relations might be 
very seriously disturbed by it. W’e firmly be- 
lieve that he had neither defined principles 
nor specific policies in his mind, when he thus 
took credit lor a projected revision of taxation . 
which would please everybody without dis- 
pleasing anybody; but that he was simply in- 
dulging his habitual Cambyses' vein, andi 
that he trusted to the chapter of accidentia 
or to his own versatility, for getting him out 
of the scrape when, if ever, the hour of reefc- 
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oning should actually arrive. Unluckily for 
him, people refused to believe that he could 
so fkr have forgotten his change of position 
aa to intend nothing more than an cut captan- 
dum harangue ; and when Parliament met, he 
had no alternative but to introduce a Budget, 
which, if not entirely original, should rise 
above commonplace, or to confess himself a 
charlatan. If he had regarded the well-un- 
derstood interest of the Derby government, 
he would, notwithstanding, have rested satis- 
fied with the quiet and unpretending applica- 
tion of the calculated or anticipated surplus ; 
but vanity overcame prudence ; he could not 
bear to be twitted as the “ bottle-conjurer,” 
and he brought forward a bundle of proposals 
which have earned him a most unenviable 
preeminence amongst finance-ministers, past, 
present, or to come. Horace Walpole relates 
that Sir Francis Dashwood, Lord Bute’s 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, opened his first 
and only Budget (for 1703) so injudiciously, 
and with so little intelligence of the exigen- 
cies of the period, that he himself was after- 
wards driven to admit his incapacity, and 
dolorously observed : “ People will point at 
me and say, there goes the worst Chancellor 
of the Exchequer that ever appeared.” Let 
the manes of this defunct financier be com- 
forted ; for Mr. Disraeli, considering his op- 
portunities, will probably rank with posterity 
as the worst. 

Then how happened it that this miracle of 
ingenuity, who is believed to have had carte 
blanche from his colleagues, and was certainly 
checked by no conviction of his own — blun- 
dered so egregiously when his whole political 
fortunes, and those of his party, as well as 
his reputation for practical statesmanship 
which still trembled m the balance of public 
opinion, were at stake? Either a good or a 
popular Budget might have served nis turn ; 
and after three months' study, with all the 
aids and appliances of office, he produced one 
which proved both unsound ana unpopular, 
nay, which, whilst running counter to every 
tory tradition, and tending to the subversion 
of the national credit, was coldly received by 
the agriculturalists and clamoronsly denounced 
by the town constituencies ? The solution of 
the problem is that Mr. Disraeli never was, 
nnd never will be, a practical legislator or a 
•statesman. He is emphatically a rhetorician, 
a man of words. There are few things tliat 
can be done by dint of words, which he can- 
not or will not do ; but as for earnest thought, 
efficient action, well-defined aim, sound knowl- 
edge, or sincere purpose, he has none of them. 
Endowed with many choice endowments which 
are requisite to oratorical excellence, he ranks 
ineffably below the first class of orators who 
have iUustrated our parliamentary history ; 
and it is consolatory to every lover of truth to 
mark, how invariably his most polished and 


pointed sarcasms tinkle harmlessly against 
the impenetrable shield of Mr. Gladstone’s 
moral superiority? or fall upon .the proud 
crest of a high-minded and fearless antagonist 
of Lord John Russell's stamp, like the foam 
of a breaker upon a rock. Far from having 
reason to complain of circumstances, Mr.* 
Disraeli, in our opinion, has been most mate- 
rially indebted to them for his oratoric.U 
triumphs ; and the chances are immeasurably 
against any project which he may entertain 
of being enabled to play over again tho strange 
game of 1846. 

When Walter Scott, on finding the demand 
for his poetry growing slack, commenced the 
Waverley novels, Byron said of him that, 
if this new vein should fail or be exhausted, 
his versatile and copious genius would enable 
him to strike out a third or a fourth rood to 
renovated and redoubled popularity. An 
equally acute and more experienced judge of 
intellectual capabilities — the late Richard 
Lalor Shiel — took a widely different view of 
Mr. Disraeli's resources when he remarked 
that the death of Sir Robert Peel had left his 
persecutor much in the condition of a dissect- 
ing surgeon without a subject. There were 
sundry peculiarities of character and position 
which rendered that lamented statesman both 
vulnerable and sensitive to a rare and excep- 
tional degree ; and the only branch of public 
speaking in which Mr. Disraeli has hitherto 
approximated to excellence is aggressive per- 
sonality. The form may vary; it may be 
sarcasm, sneer, irony, ridicule, satire, or in- 
vective. But all his happiest efforts are marked 
by the same distinctive quality. He cannot 
shine without offensiveness. Ills passages of 
arms are not worth commemorating unless he 
draws blood. He cannot bp ranked with de- 
baters, like the late Charles Buller — 

Whose wit in tho combat, as gentle as bright. 

Never carried a heartstain away on its blade. 

He is more fitted to be ranged in the same 
category with those who, “ when they cannot 
wield the sword, snatch the dagger, and when 
they cannot barb it and make it rankle in the 
wound, steep it in venom, that it may fester 
in the scratch.” He is the Paganini of the 
rhetorical art ; and his renown as first fiddle 
depends on the skill and felicity with which 
he executes so many tunes, with variations, 
upon one string. 

We have carefully perused the whole of 
Mr. Disraeli's printed speeches, with tlie 
view of making a collection of their “ beau- 
ties;” and the result of our search is even 
more unsatisfactory than we could have antic- 
ipated. They possess the high merit of lucid- 
ity in statement and narration ; but they are 
deficient in arrangement, condensation, and 
logical connexion : the transitions are com- 
monly forced, and the ornaments almost always 
meretricious. They neither instruct nor irn- 
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prove. They do not make his hearers or 
readers wiser or better. They do not guide 
the judgment, enlighten the understanding, or 
exalt the feelings. As Cicero says of Epicurus, 
“ Nil magnificum,nil generosum sapit.” Judg- 
ing either from internal evidence or from their 
known effects, we should infer that not one of 
them was seriously framed or intended to per- 
suade or convince, or to advance any affirma- 
tive proposition, or any line of policy, or any 
measure of his own ; but that the main aim 
of each was either to gratify his morbid fond- 
ness for notoriety, or to depreciate some indi- 
vidual who had wounded his vanity, stood in 
the way of his advancement, or provoked his 
enmity in some manner. For this reason he 
is most powerful in reply ; the more especially 
because his choicest bits, his purpurei panni , 
are carefully prepared beforehand, and cannot 
easily be made to wear an impromptu air in 
an opening speech. 

Most of the greatest speakers, ancient and 
modern, have been eminent in the vituperative 
branch of the art ; but, to the best oi our in- 
formation and belief, it is not true of more than 
one or two of them that their highest triumphs 
were achieved in it, and it is true of none tnat 
they entirely neglected the other branches, or 
cultivated them without fruit. But not only 
has Mr. Disraeli produced nothing comparable 
to Pitt’s speech on the Slave Trade, or Fox’s 
on the Westminster Scrutiny, or Burke’s on 
the American War, or Sheridan’s on the Be- 
gums of Oude, or Grattan’s on the Irish Dec- 
laration of Rights, or Plunkett’s on the Cath- 
olic question, or any one of Lord Lyndhurst's 
or Lord Brougham’s most admired effusions ; 
but, as regards purely ornamental rhetoric, no 
effort of his fancy deserves to be named in the 
same day with the glowing and graceful im- 
agery of Canning — as in the well-known allu- 
sion to the ships in Plymouth harbor. The 
finest passage in this line which Mr. Francis 
can cull frdrn his hero’s orations, is the one in 
which he warns the Manchester school that 
44 there is no reason why they should form an 
exception to that which nisfcory has mournfully 
recorded ; why they, too, should not fade like 
the Tyrian dye, and moulder like the Venetian 
pttlaces.” 

With regard to the distinctive character of 
Mr. Disraeli’s eloquence, Mr. Francis’ inquiries 
and researches have unconsciously led him to 
the same conclusion. Almost every para- 
graph, sentence, or phrase which he adduces 
to illustrate Mr. Disraeli’s style, or to raise 
the critical estimate of his genius, is a personal 
attook — express, implied, involved, or insin- 
uated. We Will cite a few of the most re- 
markable quoted for this purpose by the par- 
tial biographer. He mentions, as eminently 
successful, the imputation levelled against the 
remier in 1844, of being “one who menaced 
is friends whilst he cringed to his opponents,” 
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— the phrase of “ organized hypocrisy,” as 
applied to the Peel administration at the 
same time — the sneering remark in tho 
Maynooth debate of 1845, that 44 with him 
(Peel) great measures were always rested 
on small precedents, that he always traced 
the steam-engine back to the tea-kettle ; that, 
in fact, all his precedents were tea-kettle pre- 
cedents” — the double-barrel discharged at 
the Duke of Wellington and Sir Robert, by 
the warning, that 44 another place (the House 
of Lords) may be drilled into a guard-room, 
and the House of Commons into a vestry;” 
and the comparison of his illustrious victim, 
first, to a 44 great parliamentary middle-man,” 
and subsequently to a 44 great appropria- 
tion clause.” Equally cutting and welt-chosen 
were his weapons when, returning again and 
again to the charge he advised Sir Robert to 
44 8tick to quotation, because he never quoted 
any passage that had not previously received 
the meed of parliamentary approbation” — 
compared him to the Turkish admiral who 
steered the Beet confided to him straight into 
the enemy’s port ; and denounced him as a 
44 political pedlar, who, adopting the prin- 
ciples of free- trade, had bought his party in 
the cheapest market, and sold them in the 
dearest.” These may be favorable specimens 
of wit, cleverness, fancy, keen observation, 
adroit application, or quick perception. But 
their glitter and point are not more remark- 
able than the worthlessness and heaviness of 
; the materials in which they are imbedded, 
or on which they lie, 44 like lumps of marl on 
a barren moor, encumbering what they cannot 
fertilize.” 

Aware of the limits within which nature or 
habit had circumscribed the abilities of this 
remarkable personage, we were consequently 
by no means disposed, on the occasion of the 
famous Thiers’ plagiarism, to give him credit 
for being able to compose an original eulogium 
on the 44 hero of a hundred fights,” of equal 
or greater merit than what he stole ready- 
maae. He is by habit and frame of mind ob- 
structive rather than constructive, better qual- 
ified for depreciating objects of popular esteem 
than for exalting them ; and we happen to 
know that, prior to the detection of the theft, 
the stolen part (occupying between thirty-five 
and forty lines in the newspaper reports) of 
his "Welling ton performance, was exultingly 
adduced by his admirers to prove that ne 
could shine, when it suited him, in a line for 
which he had been deemed radically unfit.* 

* The passages in question were first quoted in 
a translated shape in the <( Morning Chronicle” 
of July 4, 1848, in refutation of some depreciatory 
remarks of Mr. Disraeli’s on the 44 military mind.” 
We learn from the same paper of the 25th of No- 
vember last, that the Right Honorable Gentleman 
has paid us also the high compliment of printing 
as his own some striking reflections of a celebrated 


Digitized by <^.ooQle 



598 


MR. DISRAELI. 


We confidently appeal to any one who was 
present at the delivery of his studied attack ! 
on Sir Charles Wood and Sir James Graham, j 
in reference to our relations with France, ! 
whether — apart from its factious and mis- 
chievous spirit — this exhibition was not prosy 
and wearisome in the extreme, till he began 
to let off the squibs and crackers which he had 
reserved for the finale, and most of which, as 
usual, exploded very much to the annoyance 
and confusion of his friends. With what face ! 
can they attribute revolutionary tendencies 
to the Aberdeen and Russell ministry, if, 
since its formation, “ no radical can venture 
abroad for fear of being caught and converted 
into a conservative statesman 1” or how can 
they affect dread of Sir James Graham's 
44 progress,” if, as they were antithetically 
told, “ it consists in standing still.** But his 
closing speech on his Budget affords the most 
striking examples to show how habitually 
and instinctively he resorts to sarcasm or 
vituperation when he is hard-pressed. He 
had concentrated all his energies to leave a 
terrible impression of his beak and talons, as 
he alighted vulture-like on foe after foe. With 
the look, tone, and attitude of Kean's Shy- 
lock, he dealt about him like the Veiled 
Prophet — # 

In vain he jells his desperate onrses oat ; 

Deals death promiscuously to all about ; 

To foes that oharge, and coward friends that fly. 
And seems of all the Great Arch-Enemy. 

And the sole joj his baffled spirit knows 
In this forced flight is — murdering as he goes. 

There is, we regret to say, a prevalent ten- 
dency, both in and out of the House of Com- 
mons, to admire this description of display, 
w ithout pausing to consider the precise quali- 
ties of head and heart indicated by it. Yet 
the positive amount of intellectual power de- 
manded for a telling invective is by no means 
extraordinary, provided its exercise be not re- 
strained by good feeling or good taste. Look- 
ing merely to ephemeral effects, it is also an 
immense advantage, in either speaker or wri- 
ter, to be emancipated from conventional re- 
straint. We learn from Moore's 44 Diary” 
that this topic was once briefly handled Be- 
tween a friend (Luttrell, we believe) and 
himself. 44 L. 4 Between what one wouldn't 
write, and what one could n't % *t is a hard game 
to play at.* M. 4 A man must risk the 
former to attain the latter ; and it is the 
same daring that produced the things we 
wouldn't write, and those we thought we 
could n't.' " 

How many aspirants to political and liter- 

historian which originally appeared in this Jour- 
nal. The peroration of his speech on the third 
reading of the Corn Bill, May 15, 1846, is a mere 
paraphrase of the concluding paragraphs of Mr. 
Urquhart's “ Diplomatic Transactions in Central 
.Asia.” 


ary distinction are there, who would aedept 
Mr. Disraeli's position and reputation with 
the incidental drawbacks and qualifications? 
To reduce the number of those who might be 
be tempted to envy him, is the main object of 
this article ; and it is with especial view to 
their edification that we have collected the 
scattered illustrations of his career from its 
commencement. Each, individually taken, 
may prove little ; but when the whole of 
them ore viewed together, and in connexion 
with one another, the conclusion is irresisti- 
ble. His mode of rising in the world then 
becomes patent to the most cursory observer. 
He is henceforth like a bee, or wasp, working 
in a glass case. He has broken Sedley's 
supplementary commandment — 44 Thou shaft 
not be found out;” and every well-wisher to 
good government and social order should re- 
joice m his detection. His twenty-seven years 
of public life are thus made to assume their 
geuuine form of a tangled mass of disingenu- 
ous expedients and contradictory professions, 
which change their color, like the hues of 
shot silk — fade into something else as wo 
are looking at them, like what are called 
4 * shifting views,’* — or dazzle the eye like 
the showy and indistinct figures in a kaleid- 
oscope. Is it just, wise, or beneficial that the 
highest honors of a State should be earned by 
such means or lavished on such men ? 

ft is idle to assert that he won his way, 
fairly or unfairly, as a man of letters or 44 gen- 
tleman of the press.” He won it as a parlia- 
mentary gladiator ; and his books have done 
him more harm than good with his em- 
ployers, who do not appreciate their merits, 
and are constantly liable to be annoyed by 
their satire or compromised by their revela- 
tions. We should no more think of ranking 
him with Mr. Macaulay, than of placing a 
successful general of Condottieri, like Sir 
John Hawk wood, in the same category with 
Cond£, Turenne , and Marlborough . Lot those 
to whom this judgment may seem harsh, 
reflect on the results which have ensued in a 
neighboring country, from the habitual dis- 
regard of the moral element in appreciating 
conduct or character, and from the premium 
thereby held out to unprincipled ambition. 
We are fortunately not yet arrived at that 
lamentable state of social degradation, in 
which there is no recognized criterion of ex- 
cellence except success ; but we shall rapidly 
approximate towards it if we tamely permit 
brazen images, or false idols, to be set up. for 
national worship in the midst of us ; whilst, 
to proclaim that any amount of interested 
tergiversation or apostasy should be forgiven 
for the sake of wit, eloquence, or adroit 
audacity, is to canker public virtue in the bud. 
The almost total absencqof conventional restric- 
tions and civil disabilities in this country, 
simply adds to the apprehended danger by 
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'widening the arena, and by rendering it more 
easy of access to competitors of all grades, 
worthy or unworthy. It is, therefore, small 
merit in our eyes to have dispensed with the 
adventitious aids of birth and wealth, if the 
essential distinctions between right and 
wrong have been simultaneously overlooked ; 
and we speak under a lively sense of our 
responsibilities us public censors, when we 
avow, that, far from regarding this Caucasian 
luminary as having shed a wholesome light 
over our political firmament, we saw little but 
what augured, evil in its lurid and fitful 
coruscations, and felt neither regret nor 
astonishment at its eclipse. 


From the Journal of Commerce. 

THE INCONSISTENCY OF ERROR. 

Rarely has this truth been more forcibly 
illustrated than in the facts stated in the 
annexed paragraph from the London Examiner. 
A man who cannot believe the miracles recorded 
in the Bible, although authenticated by the 
most irrefragable evidence, finds no difficulty 
in believing the most incredible and foolish 
stories when received through a pretended 
spirit medium or necromancer. From a pro- 
found disbelief of things real, because alleged 
to be mysterious, the deluded mind vibrates 
into the opposite extreme of believing old 
wives* fables, although based upon evidence 
the most imperfect and fallacious. We have 
seen Robert Owen, and conversed with him. 
He has some ^ood traits about him, and a 
fair amount of intelligence on subjects discon- 
nected from his peculiar delusion. But he is 
on the whole just such a man as we should 
deem most liable to be led away by the new 
imposture, or deviltry, if the reader will 
have it so. Discarding the “sure word of 
prophecy, 1 ' which anchors the soul to God and 
truth, why should not men be driven about 
by every wind of doctrine, and cunning crafti- 
ness of men lying in wait to deceive? Until 
the advent of this new dispensation of hum- 
buggery, Robert Owen, it seems, had supposed 
that there was “ no personal or conscious ex- 
istence after death. The plain, positive, 
repeated declarations to the contrary, of 
“ holy men of old who spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost, ” had no effect to 
convince him of his error ; but when “ an j 
American lady, who resides in Queen Ann J 
street, Cavendish Sauare,” says, on the 
authority of pretendea communications from j 
the spirits or Thomas Jefferson, &c., that 
things are so and so, he (Owen) can no 
longer doubt ; he is convinced ; he Relieves. 
One of these famous American mediums 
announced not long since, that in the “ future 
conscious state of life," which Owen now be- 
lieves in, Tom Paine was “ stopping at a 


porter-house,” and other things equally ab- 
surd and ridiculous. No wonder that such 
vagaries of folly or fanaticism should meet 
the taste of a veteran infidel, who finds in 
them aliment for his infidelity — the phases 
of which he is willing to change, provided 
they are still in opposition to the Word of 
God. Anything else may be tolerated, or 
even believed and embraced ; but a simple, 
firm, implicit reliance upon the testimony of 
Omniscience as to the future of human exist- 
ence, must be discarded, or infidelity, with 
its gloomy consolations, perishes, along with 
its advocates and abettors. 

From the London Examiner. 

Da. Owen Converted by the Rappers. — A 
manifesto of a singular description has just been 
issued by the philosopher of Lanark, addressed 
“ to all governments and peoples,* * having for 
its purpose to announce “ a great moral revolu- 
tion which is about to be effected fbr the human 
race, by an apparent miracle.’* 

This miracle consists, says Mr. Owen, in com- 
munications “ most important and gratifying, 
which have been made to him (in common with 
many more) by invisible but audible powers, 
purporting to be from departed spirits ;’* those 
with which Mr. Owen has been favored, coming 
from President Jefferson, Benjamin FrAnklin, 
the late Duke of Kent, Grace Fletcher, Mr. 
Owen’s “first and most enlightened disciple,” 
and several others. Until within the last few 
weeks Mr. Owen states that, while he believed 
all things to be eternal, he was of opinion that 
there was no personal or conscious existence 
after death ; but, having examined the history 
of the late “ manifestations” (spirit rappings) 
in America, “ through the proceedings of an 
American medium,” he has been “ compelled,” 
contrary to his previous strong convictions, “ to 
believe in a future conscious state of life, exist- 
ing in a refined material, or what is oalled a 
spiritual state.” The object of these manifesta- 
tions, continues Mr. Owen, is to change “ the 
present false, disunited, and miserable state of 
human existence, for a true, united, and happy 
state, to arise from a new universal education, 
or formation of character from birth, to be 
based on truth, and conducted in accordance 
with the established laws of human nature.” 
Mr. Owen thinks that this change may be easily 
effected, and adds that the means to do so in all 
countries are known. They appear, from this 
showing, to be the universal application of his 
social system, through the Agency of the departed 
spirits of Jefferson, Franklin, &c. y who have 
kindly sent in their adhesion. We most add, 
that the “ medium” referred to by Mr. Owen is 
the American lady who resides in Queen Ann 
street, Cavendish square. 


Topography of London. — We are credibly 
informed that, in honor of the London Merchants* 
and Bankers* Deputation to Louis Napoleon, 
Spitalfields for the future is to be called Lick- 
SpiialJUldt. — Punch . 
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LADY LEE’S 

From Blackwood's Magarino. 
LADY LEE’S WIDOWHOOD. 

PAST I. CHAPTER I. 

One 'of the most charming features of a 
fairy tale is the vagueness of the date of its 
events and characters. There is a magic 
about the phrase “ Once upon a time,” in- 
vesting subsequent ogres, genii, fairies, dying 
chariots, moralizing mice, and booted cats, 
with a delightful harmony and probability. 
For this reason I have always considered the 
reign of Horoun Alraschid, gorgeous and ro- 
mantic as it is, infinitely less interesting than 
that of the young king of the Black Isles, 
whose royal body was half of flesh, half of 
marble ; and not to be compared for a moment 
with the histories of those other misty poten- 
tates Prince Camaralzaman and King Beder ; 
while the glory of King Pippin faded from my 
infant mind, like the unsubstantial pageant 
of a vision, the moment he was discovered to 
have been an authentic monarch of France. 

This early predilection for what may be 
called the No-man’s- Land, or Tom Tidier ’s 
ground, of chronology, has caused me to re- 
gard those authors who commence their nar- 
ratives with such phrases as “Towards the 
close of the last century,” or “ About the mid- 
dle of Gedrge the Second’s reign,” as acting 
on a mistaken principle. It is not only un- 
necessary, but is also impolitic, as wilfully 
depriving the production of what might have 
been its solitary charm. It is as if a rejuve- 
nated spinster were voluntarily to puli off her 
wig, spit out her false teeth, walk out of her 
crinoline, and, standing before the world, 
bald, toothless, and shameless, proclaim her- 
self fifty-five. . 

Once upon a time, then (to guard against 
this error) , there was assembled in a room at 
the Heronry, the residence of Lady Lee, a 
goodly company — - goodly, not so much in 
point of numbers os in personal appearance. 
Three ladies were there, all young, and none 
of them plain. 

Lady Lee was a young widow, the hand- 
somest since Dido. Her face was pale and 
oval, her eyes magnificent, but somewhat lan- 
guid. Her hair formed a splendid frame-work 
to her face, being of the richest and darkest 
chestnut, scattered with ruddy golden gleams, 
dancing on its innumerable ripples. It formed 
a sort of natural diadem, but was now, unfor- 
tunately, hidden by a close-crimped widow’s 
cap. 

Orelia Payne was a tall, dark beauty, with 
a nose strongly arched, a curved and some- 
what severe mouth, a cleft chin, and straight, 
dark eyebrows surmounting black sparluing 
eyes. 

Rosa Young was a plump, fair little thing, 
with a face of a quaint and somewhat oomic 
cast. Her nose turned up slightly, and was 
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obsequiously followed by her upper lip, thus 
displaying the least glimpse in the world of 
very white teeth. Her complexion was very 
fresh, and would, perhaps, have been too 
ruddy, if the red had not oeen of such a de- 
licious color that you decided, at a glance, it 
was impossible to have too much of such a 
good thing ; besides, if your eye wanted re- 
lief, there was the white of her neck or the 
blue of her eyes to turn to. Her hair was 
carried off above her ears and dressed plain, 
or at least intended to be so ; but stray tresses 
were perpetually breaking out of bounds, and 
wandering in libertine curls about her cheeks, 
ears, and neck, requiring to be caught and 
pinned up in a supplementary fashion, till the 
number of these truants increased to such an 
extent that the whole structure had to be re- 
modeled. Only two little curls, like those on 
a drake *8 tale, were authorized to appear, one 
on each cheek, near the ears. 

Orolia was standing with palette and brush 
before an easel. She had already chalked 
out on the canvas the proportions of Lady 
Lee’s face and figure. Her ladyship sat at a 
little distance, and by her side stood her little 
son, Julius Lee, about four years old. 

“ I am puzzled as to what characters to 
draw you m,” said Orelia. “ Venus and 
Cupid — there ’s that plaguy Rubens and Titian 
have used up the mythology ; then for a scrip- 
tural subject, Hagar and Ishmael wouldn’t 
suit you — you are too English, and Juicy *8 
too fair.” 

“ Why can’t you paint them in their own 
characters ?” said Rosa. “ They ’re not such 
bad characters, are they?” 

“ It *8 so flat and prosaic,” returned Orelia, 
“ to paint things just as they are. No ; we ’ll 
have something classical. What do you think 
of Virgilia and the young Coriolanus?” 

“ Ha, ha !” laughed Rosa. “ Virgilia in a 
widow’s cap ! Why, Coriolanus was all alive, 
was n’t he ? We must take it off, ’ ’ said Rosa, 
stealing behind Lady Lee and loosening the 
strings, “ and I wish you *d never put it on 
again.” 

“ Yes ; pull it off,” said Orelia. “ A hor- 
rid thing it is. She would look four years 
younger without it — yes, five. It gives £er 
a respectable look that ’s quite frightful. A 
widow’s cap,” continued the grand Orelia, 
sententiously, “ is a species of suttee.” 

Lady Lee, after an unsuccessful attempt to 
catch the cap with both hands as it was being 
plucked off, glanced at it with a sigh. 

“ Poor Sir Joseph !” sho said. 

“Oh, you frignt!” shrieked Rosa, who, 
having put the cap on her own head, had got 
on a chair to look at herself in the mirror 
over the mantelpiece. “ Oh you ugly little 
thing!” holding up both her hands at her 
own reflection. “ I ’ll die a maid,” continued 
Rosa, descending from the chair; “for I 
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never could live a widow — at least, with this 
thing on my head.” 

“ I ’d rather have * sacred to the memory ’ 
printed on my forehead in capital letters,’ 1 
said Orelin. 

“ I ’d rather be married again in the first 
week of my widowhood than wear it,” said 
Rosa, positively. 

“Madcap versus mobcap,”said her lady- 
ship, smiling at Rosa. “ Come, give it me.” 

“Never!” cried Rosa, who, having hung 
the cap on a chandelier, was now performing 
a sort of Indian scalp-dance round it. 44 She ’s 
got a dozen of ’em m a box up stairs, Orelia, 
but wo ’ll bum ’em all.” 

“ I believe I should be more comfortable 
without it,” said Lady Lee smoothing her 
hair ; “ but what would the world say?” 

“ I thought you didn’t care a pin what the 
world said,” Rosa replied. “Aren’t you 
always boosting of your independence?” 

“ True,” said her ladyship ; “ I don’t know 
why I should care. Well, I’ll think about 
leaving off the cap.” 

“ And you haa better think of leaving off 
some other things at the same time,” said 
Rosa. “For instance, you might leave off 
shutting yourself up in this house, like an old 
hermit with a beard and a hair shirt ; and 
you might leave off treating young men so 
coldly, who want to love you, ana to come 
and visit you — that is, you may do so when 
Orelia and I are not here, for we don’t want 
them ; and we ’re very happy at present, 
are n’t we, Reley ? and it ’s only for your good 
I ’in speaking.” 

“ You ought to mix in society, and to travel, 
and see the world,” said Orelia. 44 0 heav- 
ens ! if I were as rich as you” (“ She ’s as 
rich as a Jew,” muttered Rosa), “I’d see 
everything that was grand and excellent in 
nature and art. I ’d go,” said Orelia, flour- 
ishing her portcrayon, “ to all the great cities 
of Europe ; I ’d make studies in the Vatican 
and the Pitti Palace — I ’d sit on the Bridge 
of Sighs and read 4 Childo Harold ’ — I ’d go 
to Constantinople and fall in love with a 
Giaour — I ’d see Palestine — I ’d cross the 
Desert on a dromedary — I’d visit the bright 
East and the far West — and, when these 
were exhausted, I ’d come back to the Heronry 
again, to sit on the daisies and think of all I 
had seen.” 

“ Dear me!” said Lady Lee, “you remind 
me, my dear, of fancies of my own that I 
used to have before I was married. You re- 
member, Orelia, how romantic I was in my 
maiden days. I used to sit in the porch of 
that old parsonage, reading a novel or a play, 
and every now and then, dropping the book 
on my lap, I would follow out a romance of my 
own, conjured up by some passage that struck 
me — visions of charming friendships, where 
I, a female Damon, underwent unheard-of 
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sacrifices for a Pythias of my own sex — of 
love, too, where I was wooed by an infinity of 
lovers, all made after the same perfect pat- 
tern, until these ende’d in Sir Joseph Lee.” 

“ Sir Joseph wasn’t romantic, was he?” 
asked Rosa. 44 At least I should think not, 
judging from his picture in the library.” 

44 He was better than romantic, Rosa,” said 
Lady Lee, gravely; 44 he had a kind heart. 
But no — you are right, my dear ; he was not 
romantic. Ah, heavens ! to think of the dif- 
ference between the ideal and the real ! Not 
but Sir Joseph was an excellent and a kind 
man, but it was very hard to look upon him 
as a lover.” 

44 How did you manage it?” asked Orelia. 

44 To say the truth, my dear,” said her 
ladyship, “ I did not surrender my cherished 
visions either easily or suddenly. But you, 
Orelia, know what were the unfortunate cir- 
cumstances of my family at that time, though 
you can scarcely imagine the full extent of 
our trials ; however, a fond father, suffering 
at once from disease and debt, the entreaties 
of relatives, and the promptings of gratitude 
(for Sir Joseph had assisted my father most 
generously), — these motives, joined to a due 
sense of Sir Joseph’s good and liberal nature, 
will perhaps account sufficiently for my mar- 
riage.” 

Tears of pity came into Rosa’s eyes — she 
was a very sympathetic little thing. She 
went to seat herself on the sofa by Lady Lee, 
and squeezed her hand. 

44 But, now,” said Rosa presently, 44 now 
you have been free to follow your fancies 
these three years, why don’t you do so ?” 

Lady Leo laughed. 44 1 have not yet met 
with my ideal hero,” she said ; 44 and if I did, 
I really don’t think I should admire him. 
My taste for romance is dreadfully impaired. 
A Byronio hero at my feet would excite ridi- 
cule rather than sympathy. And so, seeing 
that love without romance is a very humdrum 
affair, and that I have lost my capacity for 
seeing things in 4 the light that never was on 
sea or shore,’ the thought of love or matri- 
mony never enters my head.” 

44 If I were a man,” said Orelia, 44 1 ’d make 
you love me. I ’d do something chivalrous 
that should compel your admiration in spite 
of yourself; and then, after dragging you at 
my chariot-wheels for a while, till you were 
completely subdued, I ’d run away with you.” 

44 And if I were a man,” said Rosa, 44 1 *d 
beg and entreat you to love me. I ’d follow 
you about, telling you how beautiful, how 
clever you were (for vou are, and you know 
it), and how all your beauty and cleverness is 
running to waste from mere don’t-careish- 
ness; and how, by loving me, they would 
both of them suddenly bloom and brighten, 
till they were as bright as — as bright os any- 
thing,” said Rosa, not finding any more bril- 
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liant or exact simile after her pause ; “ and I M 
neyer leave telling you, and begging you, till 
you yielded, half from pity for me, naif from 
consideration to yourself.” 

Lady Lee smiled and called her a foolish 
little thing, and for that time the conversa- 
tion dropped ; but it was renewed again that 
night by Qrelia and Rosa. They slept by 
their own desire in the same room. Orelia, 
who used- rather to tyrannize over her com- 
panion in this dormitory, inhabited a large 
square four-poster, with a heavy carved tester, 
and curtains which she would let down all 
round her at night, and befcome invisible as the 
man in a Punch’s show ; while Rosa occupied 
& little French bed that fitted into an alcove 
at the end of the room, and was covered by 
a chintz curtain hanging from a pole that 
stuck out of the wall, in winch nest she would 
chirp herself to sleep like any wren. 

Rosa had been delivering some sentiments 
respecting Lady Lee, similar to those in her 
last speech, just recorded. 

“ Bless me !” cried Orelia, “ and how did 
you get so learned in matters of the heart, 
you jpert absurdity? Has anybody been 
teaching you ? Just let me catch you having 
a lover without letting me know.” 

“ No, no,” said Rosa, blushing in the dark 
like her namesake of Lancaster ; “ I have n’t 
t one, and I don’t want one. I couldn’t 
more brilliant than I am.” 

“ Oh, quite impossible !” quoth the sarcas- 
tic Orelia. 

“ I don’t mean that I ’m particularly bright, 
but that a lover wouldn’t make me any 
brighter. But there ’s Lady Lee withering 
away like — like anything,” said Rosa recur- 
ring to her favorite simile of all-work, “ and 
all for want of watering. She don’t care 
much about anything. She ’s the best-natured 
dear creature m the world when her good-na- 
ture ’s woke up ; but it goes to sleep again in 
a minute. So does her cleverness, which just 
keeps awake long enough to show us what it 
could do if it wasn’t such a sluggard. It ’s 
my belief she could write a beautiful novel or 
poem whenever she chose — just see what let- 
ters and charades and songs she writes — but 
she don’t choose. She could have any clever 
man at her feet if she chose, but she don’t 
choose. And she ’ll go on wasting herself,” 
said Rosa, “ till she is a stupid old dowager, 
and then nobody will care about her.” 

“Don’t you know she can’t marry, ex- 
cept under conditions?” said Orelia. “Just 
listen, and as I’m not particularly sleepy, 
I ’ll tell you about it.” 

“Do, said Rosa, throwing back the cur- 
tain over the head of her bed for the conven- 
ience of hearing better. 

“You must know then,” said Orelia, “ that 
the late Sir Joseph, though very fond of his 
wife, was very much ruled by his uncle, 


Colonel Bagot Lee, who is expected here in a 
day or two. Sir Joseph was, I believe, a good 
sort of a weak man, and easily ruled, and 
Colonel Lee, is a knowing, and, as I ve heard, 
somewhat overbearing man of the world. 
He was a great oracle with Sir Joseph on all 
points and had some hand, I fancy, in the 
concoction of his will, by which Lady Lee is 
to have a handsome income so long as she re- 
mains unmarried, or afterwards, if — if, mind 
you — she marries with Colonel Lee’s consent. 
If she marries without it, Bhe forfeits most 
of her income, part of which goes to Julius, 
part to Bagot, who also, in that case, becomes 
guardian to the child.” 

“ Dear me !” said Rosa ; “ how stupid of 
Sir Joseph ! What did he do that for ?” 

“ Partly, I believe, because of the superla- 
tive idea he entertained of Bagot’s judgment 
and discretion, which he thought might be 
useful to such a young widow, for she was 
only twenty when he died — partly, perhaps, 
from a sort of posthumous jealousy of his suc- 
cessor.” 

“ A wretch !” cried Rosa ; “ I always sus- 
pected him of being a stupid, useless sort of 
creature, and now I positively hate him.” 

“ So do I,” said Orelia yawning. “ But 
I ’m getting sleepy now. By the by,” she 
resumed, after a pause, during which Rosa 
was pondering what she hod just heard, 
“ you ’re quite sure nolwdy ’s been making 
love to you?” 

“ Oh, quite !” said Rosa hastily. 

“And — you don’t know — you don’t know 
of anybody you like better than the rest!” 
said Orelia, sleepily. 

“ Nobody, upon my word,” said Rosa ; but 
I don’t think Orelia heard the reply, having 
just dropped off into a slumber. 

And here we will take the opportunity to 
add a few general particulars to Orelia’s in- 
formation. 

Lady Lee had been, when Hester Broome, 
a poor clergyman ’8 daughter, full, as she de- 
scribed herself, of feeling, of sentiment, of ro- 
mance, and of bright hopes for the future ; bat 
these did not make up her character, for her 
dreams were dreamt amidst the realities of 
household occupations, and the acquisition of 
various accomplishments, and much solid infor- 
mation. Unfortunately for Hester, she had a 
dash of genius in her composition — she wasnot 
merely imaginative, but original and spirited 
in her imaginations. A talent for summon- 
ing up charming reveries of angels with wings, 
lovers with beautiful black whiskers, and life 
all sunshine and no clouds, is very abundant 
in boarding-schools, watering-places, and else- 
where, ending, sometimes consistently, in 
Gretna Green and the divorce courts ; some- 
times inconsistently, in corpulent content with 
humdrum connubiality. But Hester’s visions 
were the result of her own fancy, guided only 
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by her own tastes, and it was proportionobly 
hard to abandon them. 

Sir Joseph Lee was a baronet of good prop 1 
erty — good-natured, as she said, but also, as 
she did not say, though she must often have 
thought it, a very weak man. He was so 
exceedingly inane, that when, during his 
courtship, he left off spectacles and took to 
an eye-glass, it was positively a new feature 
in his character, and, conjoined with his 
abandonment of a white hat and gaiters, hith- 
erto his constant wear, produced such a 
change, that you would hardly have known 
him for the same man. His family seat, his 
property, his baronetcy, had been to him 
what office was to the late whig ministry — 
giving him , as their occupant, a casual iden- 
tity and reputation. 

Begot Lee, his uncle, formerly a lieutenant* 
colonel in the Guards, was about eight-and 
forty ; very knowing, very dissipated, and 
very extravagant. He had impressed his 
nephew with a wonderful respect for him. 
Sir Joseph saw him plunging familiarly into 
horse-racing, chicken-hazard, acquaintance 
with opera-dancers, and other vortices, float- 
ing ana revelling there as if he enjoyed it, 
while the baronet shivered, and feebly snouted 
on the brink. He saw him, when he came 
down into the country, treat the magnates of 
the county with a coolness which he tried in 
yain to imitate, and to which they seemed 
obliged to submit. He hod seen him whisper 
before the race to the jockey who rode the 
winner of the Derby. He had seen him 
terrify a steward of whom Sir Joseph stood in 
great awe, and cause him to prove himself a 
cheat. 

In fact, Sir Joseph's estimate of Bagot’s 
capacity was formed on a principle that naif 
the W’orld unconsciously adopt. Seeing Ba- 
got’s superiority in matters of which he (the 
baronet) was capable of judging, he gave him 
credit for the same superiority in other mat- 
ters of which he was not capable of judging. 
How could a man who could make such 
a capital betting-book — who was so skilful a 
billiard-player — be otherwise than a safe 
guide in the afluirs of life — be surpassed as 
an adviser on all difficult points? Bagot’s 
sharpness seemed to Sir Joseph to include all 
excellence whatsoever. He would not have 
been at all surprised (though many other 
people might) had Bagot showed himself a 
great general, a great author, or a treat 
statesman, nor would his respect for him have 
been thereby at all increased. And pray, sir, 
do you never judge of your acquaintances in 
this way ? Nay, more — do you never carry 
the principle farther, and conclude that all 
those, with whose reported merits you cannot 
sympathize, must necessarily be impostors? 
Ah, heavens ! — how often does one see, and 
hear of, genius clipped and pared and shorn 


down to the mental standard of some Pro- 
crustes with an inch of intellect — some pert 
or solemn owl, who thanks God for his igno- 
rance, and, as the most hard-hitting of doctors 
said, “ has a great deal to be thankful for.” 

About a year after his marriage, Sir Joseph 
found himself dying of a consumption. Of 
course, he could not depart comfortably from 
the world, nor make his Anal arrangements, 
without the assistance of Bagot. 

“ Bagot,” said the sick man, “ I ’m off, I 
shan’t last long. I ’ve done what I thought 
you would like about the — the document, 
you know, with regard to Lady Lee and the 
boy ; take care of him — take care of both of 
’em, Bagot ; I ’ve put you down for ten thou- 
sand.” 

“ You were always a good fellow, Joe,” said 
Bagot, “ and if you were really going to give 
us the slip, I should be confoundedly grieved. 
I should, by gad” (which was true enough, 
for the baronet was a comfortable annuity to 
him). (< But I hope to see -you at Ascot 
yet.” 

“No,” said Sir Joseph, “ no more Ascot 
for me. They ’ve as good as told me it ’s all 
up with me. The rector’s been over here 
praying with me. Do you think it ’s any 
good, Bagot?” 

Bagot was rather puzzled at being consulted 
as a spiritual adviser. “ Why,” said he, 
“ putting the case, you see, that a fellow was 
really going off the nooks — not that I believe 
it, you know, for you *re looking twice the 
man you did yesterday — but just supposing 
it, for the sake of argument, the thing might 
be decent and comfortable. If I found myself 
the easier for it, of course I ’d do it.” 

“ Hester brought him,” said Sir Joseph. 
“ Poor Hester ! I ’ve been very fond of that 
girl, Bagot — fonder than I ever was of any- 
thing, I think. She was too good for me ; 
but I think she liked me, too. Nobody seems 
so sorry about me os she does.” 

“ Have you put any restriction,” said 
Bagot, “ on her marrying again ? I mean in 
case of anything happening, you know?” 

“ No,” said Sir Joseph ; “ I never thought 
about it. I have left her the income and the 
use of the house unconditionally.” 

“ Ah,” said Bagot, musingly, “ she *s 
young — devilish young — and women take 
strange fancies sometimes. There will be no 
end of fellows after her. I should n’t like, Joe, 
my boy, to see her making a fool of herself 
with some infernal nincompoop, after your 

in case of anything happening, yon 

know.” 

“Do you think it’s likely?” said Sir 
Joseph, eagerly. “ Do you know of anybody 
that Bagot ! if I thought that, I ’d ! — ” 

“ No, no,” replied Bagot; “ I don’t know 
anything of the sort. I was merely talking 
of what might be. It would be deuced pain- 
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ful to me, you know ; and it ’s a sort of thing I 
might easily stop, if I was authorized ; if not, 
of course I should n’t meddle.” 

Bagot’s idea was, that, in the event of his 
nephew ’8 melancholy anticipations being ful- 
filled, the young widow’s next choice might 
possibly fall on one very unlike Sir Joseph. 
It might fall on a man totally averse to 
Bagot’s pursuits — nay, even to his society ; 
ana thus (the colonel reflected) that pleasant 
retreat, the Heronry, might be closed to him 
altogether, or, at any rate, rendered a much 
less eligible abode ; and these contingencies 
he now exerted himself to guard against. 

Sir Joseph’s was a mind in which when an 
idea did enter, it got plenty of elbow-room, 
and was in no danger of being jostled by other 
ideas. All that night he beheld nincompoop 
successors ruling at the Heronry, and effacing 
his image from the memory of Lady Lee. The 
next morning he again spoke to Bagot on the 
subject. 

“ I ’ve been considering what you said,” 
Sir Joseph began. “But don’t you think 
’t would be bard to tie her down in any way ? 
— she ’s been a good wife to me. Would n’t 
it be fair to let her please herself next time ? 
Perhaps she didn't lost time, when she mar- 
ried me. I ’ve sometimes thought so.” 

“ Do as you like,” said Ba^ot ; “ I merely 
advised what would be best, m my opinion, 
for the interest of all parties. ’T is no more 
than other husbands — fond husbands, too, 
Joe —constantly do ; and it ’s natural, too. I 
can only say (as a bachelor), it seems to me 
that the thought of my wife talking over 
my errors, in confidence with another fellow 
who mightn’t understand me the least — 
ripping up my peccadilloes — revealing little 
nonsensical connubial secrets that had no 
great harm in ’em, perhaps, though the idea 
of anybody else knowing ’em makes a fellow 
feel deucedly foolish — like having your letters 
read to the court in a breach -of-promise case 


— by gad, Joe, I can only say, the thought of 
it would keep me walking till the day of 
judgment.” 

“ Yes, true — there ’s a good deal in 
that,” said Sir Joseph. “ It would make me 
feel more comfortable to know that was pre- 
vented. But then it seems wrong, Bagot, 
that I should be giving myself comfort at the 
expense, perhaps, of her wishes.” 

“ But it won’t be at her expense,” said 
Bagot — “ how the deuce will it? She would 
bo much happier with a proper person — 
S uoh as you would yourself approve of — and 
you ’ll be happier in the thought of it.” 

“ Besides,” pursued Sir Joseph, “ I doubt 
if Hester, in case of her taking a fancy to 
anybody, would be much influenced in her 


attachment by money considerations. Hes- 
ter ’s not mercenary, Bagot.” 

“Try another dodge, then,” said Bagot 


(who was beginning to forget that he ought 
to appear feeling, and talked as coolly as if 
Sir Joseph were a third person, not particu- 
larly interested in the question of his own 
decease). “ In case of her marrying without 
my approval, make over the guardianship of 
Jule£ to somebody else.” 

“But it would seem so distrustful — so 
cruel,” urged Sir Joseph. 

“ Cruel .only to be kind,” said Bagot. 
“ It ’s all for her good. But this is but dis- 
mal talk, Joe. I shall live to see you burn 
the will yet. Begad ! you shall burn it on 
the day Juley comes of age. ” 

Sir Joseph shook his head. Some feeling, 
more powerful even than his confidence m 
Bagot, thrust aside the hope which his words 
sought to convey. That day he sent for bis 
man of law, and altered his will, which 
eventually ordered matters in accordance with 
Bagot’s advice, as Orelia hod told Rosa. 

Sir Joseph prophesied truly that there was 
to be no more Ascot for him. A few days 
afterwards he died quite calmly, as people gen- 
erally do, notwithstanding the quantity of 
descriptive power that has been lavished on 
death-oed scenes. As Mrs. Quickly would 
say, “ ’A made a fine end, and went away, 
an it had been any christom child.” Hold- 
ing Bagot’s hand, as if he might thus keep 
himself en rapport with the busy, club-going, 
betting world in which he had lived, Sir 
Joseph’s feeble spark went out. 

CHAPTER II. 

Rosa, constitutionally an early riser, used 
to be always up before Orelia in the morning, 
until the latter took it into her head to have 
a shower-bath fitted up in the closet that 
opened from their room. Into this she would 
enter every morning with great majesty, and 
pull the string with no more hesitation than 
if she had been ringing the bell for her maid, 
and would subsequently emerge, all calm and 
fresh and shining. But not content with in- 
dulging in this luxury herself, she would also 
insist upon getting it filled again for Rosa ; 
and that was the reason why Rosa, who pre- 
ferred performing her ablutions in a less ter- 
rible manner, began to be lazy of a morning 
— pretending to be sleepy — to be interested 
in a book — and other devices to w'ile away 
the time, till Orelia would come and pull her 
out of bed. Then the little thing, all shrink- 
ing and shivering, with her hair drawn into 
a tight knot at the back of her head, would 
be driven, in a sort of tottering run, towards 
the dreaded delude by her imperious task- 
mistress — balancing herself on the rim of ths 
bath before entering — and then, tremblingly, 
would stretch her hand towards the cord, m 
which one might suppose, from her trepida- 
tion, she hod Deen ordered to hang herself. 
Then she would beg to be allowed to draw the 
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curtains of the bath, which Orelia would by 
no means permit, suspecting she might in 
some way evade the ordeal, unless strictly 
watched. Then she would pretend to recol- 
lect something particular to tell Orelia, who, 
not to be baffled in that way, would sternly 
order her to tell her by and by, and to pull 
the string without further nonsense ; and poor 
Bosa, thus detected, would get up a little 
shivering laugh, broken short off by the pros- 
pect of her impending and inevitable doom ; 
and, shutting her eyes and mouth so tight 
that those features became mere threads in 
her comical little face, and putting her plump 
little shoulders considerably above her ears, ! 
she would hold her breath, and fumble blindly 
for the string, till Orelia, out of all patience, 
would give the fatal twitch, when a strangled 
shriek might be heard in the descending rush 
like that of a caught mouse, and Rosa would 
emerge all pink and palpitating, and glad it 
was over. 

The maid, Kitty Fillett, who came in next 
morning to assist at their toilet, asked if they 
had any objection to her taking a holiday. 
Doddington Fair — a fair famous throughout 
the country — was to take place that day, and 
Harry Noble the groom had offered to drive 
her and two other fortunate domestics to see 
the shows, and to eat gingerbread. Rosa 
Young thought she would like to go too. 

“ What low tastes you have, Rosalinda !” 
said the grand Orelia. (Rosa, by the by, was 
known by some fifteen or twenty appellations 
— Rosamunda, Rosalia, Rosetta — answering, 
in fact, to almost anything beginning with an 
R.) “I suppose you womd like to play thim- 
ble-rig too, and to see the dwarf and giant, 
and follow Punch, and to ride in the round- 
about.’* 

Rosa coufessed a desire to see the giant 
and dwarf, and Punch she acknowledged to 
be quite a passion with her. 

“ And there ’s the soldiers, Miss Rosa,” 
said Fillett, “with the beautifullest regi- 
mentals! — gold hats with horse tails, hand- 
somer than the Fire Brigade’s ; and coats — 
0, such coats! — they say the officers’ cost 
hundreds of pounds!” Fillett was enthusi- 
astic on the subject of the military. 

Here was an additional inducement for 
Rosa, who had never seen dragoons in her 
life ; and accordingly, in spite of the cer- 
tainty of undergoing Oreliaa contempt, she 
resolved, as she left the apartment on her 
way to the breakfast-room, to be present at 
the fair, if Bhe could possibly manage it. 

Rosa Young’s mode of perambulating the 
house and grounds was will-o’-the-wispish — 
eccentric as if in pursuit of an imaginary but- 
terfly — bringing her sometimes into contact 
with staid persons — butlers, housekeepers, 
clergymen, and the like, coming composedly 
and unsuspectingly round corners, from whose 
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bodies she would rebound violently ; and she 
had been carrying about with her, for some 
days, a plain impression of a heron with a 
fish in his claw (the device of the Lees) on 
her left temple, in consequence of rusning 
with her head right into the footman’s waist- 
coat, os he was coming out of the room with 
the breakfast things, sending the contents of 
the sugar-basin into his open mouth, and 
those of the cream-jug into his waistcoat 
pocket. Also, she had more than once in the 
garden, when appearing unexpectedly and 
swiftly from behind apple-trees, knocked the 
gardener into his own wheelbarrow. 

These accidents never occurred to Orelia, 
whose style of progression was stately and im- 
posing, as if she had two pursuivants, a gold 
stick in waiting, and a great nobleman carry- 
ing her crown, all marching in procession in 
front of her ; so that, though they left their 
chamber together, Rosa danced into Lady 
Lee’s presence in the breakfast-room at least 
seventeen seconds and a half before Orelia 
entered. 

This room was one of the prettiest break- 
fast-rooms in England, so that, besides break- 
fasting, one would have had no objection to 
lunch, dine, and sup there also. It was oc- 
tagonal, being situated in one of the turrets. 
Three sides oT the octagon were occupied by 
fresco designs of a comic and graceful charac- 
ter; — fairies fled before Bottom with his 
ass’s head, danced before Titania, made merry 
with Puck. This latter personage, indeed, 
was positively ubiquitous, flying along the 
wall on royal errands, popping his quaint, 
ugly face out from behind oak-leaves, lurking 
under mushrooms, and subsequently perform- 
ing summersets on the ceiling. Two sides 
were occupied by the door and fireplace, two 
by a double-faced bow-window, filled with 
diamond panes of glass Bet in stone. Through 
these panes you looked on a landscape out- 
lined by a different hand — Dame Nature’s 
own, with the design filled up by some happy 
touches of her scholar man. A few paces 
from the house, the ground sloped so rapidly, 
that the descent was marked only by the 
diminishing tops of the pine-trees which 
clothed it, sinking fast, one below another, 
till they disappeared ; then far below — so 
far that many a broad acre intervened — a 
grassy meadow came out beyond the crest of 
the pine wood, the oows that grazed there 
looking quite small in the distauce as they 
lay among the daisies, or walked out into the 
clear brown water of the river, which ran 
there in a semicircle, dividing this from an- 
other lawn, where stood the old country-house 
of Monkstone. Behind this house ran a road 
losing itself among trees, but whose course 
was marked by a village that peeped shadily 
from amidst openings in the foliage — the 
parsonage-house standing prim and white in 
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the midst of the green glebe, with a quickset would n’t have been in his place myself on 
round it, like a duenna, to keep the other any account. 

houses from being too familiar. By this time Lady Lee kissed Rosa, and asked her how 
the eye ceased to take in any more details, she had slept ; repeated the greeting *to 
seeing only gentle slopes flowing upwards Orelia, and tney sat down to breakfast, 
from each other, till the sky rose blue be- At this meal, it was edifying to see the ac- 
hind. curacy with which Miss Payne would cut her 

But to come in-doors again. Lady Lee was muffin into little squares, salting each care- 
generally attired in some light-colored muslin fully before putting it in her nfouth ; while 
of a morning, and accompanied, while she Rosa Young fed on a great breakfast-cupful 
arranged the bouquets on tne breakfast-table, of bread ana milk and an egg, giving Julius 
by Blanco, a white pointer, to which she had (who was supposed to have oreakfasted be- 
taken a fancy when he was a pup in Sir fore) alternate spoonfuls of the former, and 
Joseph ’8 time, and by Julius, either seated afterwards administering to him the top of 
in an arm-chair of suitable dimensions, with her ogg, which he always expected as his 
his cat Pick in his lap, or in pursuit of that lawfufperquisite. Then he would post him 
associate — for the boy and his cat were sel- self at Orelia's side, watching till she had 
dom far apart. Pick, though in the main a finished ; for she always plastered the last 
good-tempered animal, would sometimes be square of muffin thickly with jam, os if it 
exasperated out of all bounds by being lugged were a brick which she was going to build 
about with his .head and forepaws under into a muffin wall, and, bidding Julius shut 
Julius’ arm, and his tail dragging on the his eyes and open his mouth, which he did 
ground, till he was half-strangled ; and, ex- with blind confidence, would therewith choke 
tricating himself with a violent struggle, would him. 

make on, waving his tail in a wrathful and Now this morning Julius' imagination had 
majestic manner as he sat grimly under chairs, been greatly excited by Kitty Fillett, who 
sofas, ladies’ drosses, and other places of re- had come to visit Juley’s personal retainer 
tirement, into which Julius would follow on (an elderly personage whom he called Wifey), 
all fours, and, seizing him by a leg, ear, or while he was undergoing, at her hands, the 
any other prominent part of his person that operation of dressing, and had delivered a 
came to hand, bear him growling away, with glowing and exulting account of the delights 
his fur and his temper alike ruffled and rubbed she anticipated in Harry Noble’s society at 
against the grain. the fair. Julius’ ideas of fairs were picked 

When Orelia and Rosa appeared, Pick’s up from the illustrations of the Pilgrim's 
wrongs, however, were presently avenged. Progress , a work he was greatly devoted to 
They would make at Julius, and hug him like from the number and appalling character of 
a pair of boa-constrictors that had made prey the prints it contained, among which was 
of a young antelope. Between them, this that of Vanity Fair. He had no doubt what- 
wretched child led a terrible life of it. Be- ever that Christian and Hopeful would be 
sides those kisses which he was bribed to give present on this occasion in person — together 
with sugar-plums, promises of having miry with Pickthank, Mr. Facingbothways, and 
tales told to him, of being allowed to see pic- many other personages of that famous alle- 
ture-books, and the like allurements, he was gory ; nay, he was by no means free from an 
incessantly snatched from the ground, and awnil misgiving that Giant Despair, and 
caressed into a state of high floridity, without even ApoUyon himself, might be lurking 
any assignable cause whatsoever. The ordina- somewhere m the neighborhood of the festive 
ry feminine propensity to lavish endearments scene. This had, at first, caused him to beg 
on all available young children seemed to Fillett, for whom he had a great regard, very 
flourish greatly in the bosoms of these young earnestly not to go — and, finally, to cry so 
ladies, and to be all concentrated on Julius, pathetically at the idea of her being entrapped 
They wouldn’t have dared to treat one of and eaten by Pagan and Pope, or shut up in 
their size so. It was really enough to excite Doubting Castle by the formidable giant (both 
the sympathy of any man, with a human which fates have of late befallen many more 
heart in his breast, to see Rosa fling him noted -persons than Kitty), that she was at 
down among the sofa cushions, with his head length obliged to dispel his fears by some 
in Orelia’s lap, and, while the legs of the assurances more substantial than such gener- 
little victim kicked convulsively in the air, alities as “ No, no, Master Julius, they won’t 
and his hands pulled down the tresses of his eat Kitty and became, in pacifying him, so 
tormentor, so as to screen the two faces be- minute in her description of the shows, earn- • 
neatb it, then and there deliberately proceed vans, and other charms of the fair that Julius 
to bite his chin, pinch his ears and his nose, was now as anxious to accompany as he bad 
and practise many other cruelties ; while before been to prevent her. 

Orelia, by insidious ticklings, would convert Accordingly, on fiuding that his mamma, to 
his shrieks into laughter. I can only say, I whom he first broached the matter, entirely 
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disapproved of his going, he began to ascer- 
tain the sentiments of Orelia and Rosa on 
the subject, as soon as those young ladies had 
done pulling him about. 

“ Miss Payne,” said he, as Lady Lee was 
pouring, out the tea, “ do you know any 
giants?” k 

“ No,” answered Orelia ; “ not one.” 

“ Nor dwarfs, that live in little wee houses? 
with holes to ring bells out of?” said Julius. 

Miss Payne assured him that no such per- 
sons were among her acquaintance. 

“ Nor elephants with noses ever so long 
that they can pick up shillings with ? — nor 
lions with great teeth ? — nor blue monkeys ? 

— nor white bears that live in snow houses? 

— nor Peruvian nightingales? — nor flying 
griffins?” pursued Julius, adding his own 
fabulous recollections to Kitty’s catalogue of 
wonders in his eagerness to inspire Orelia 
with desires similar to his own. 

“ None of these were entered on her list of 
friends,” Orelia said. 

“Ah!” said Julius, nodding his head ; 
“ but you ’d like to know ’em, Miss Payne ; 
and so would Rosa — would n’t you, Rosa ?” 

“ Yes, my darling emperor Julius,” said 
Rosa; “Rosa would like to see them very 
much, and she would like her Juleypuley to 
tee them too.” 

“ Don’t be putting nonsense in the child’s 
head,” said Lady Lee ; “ Julius know's he ’s 
not to go.” 

“But it ’s not nonsense, mamma,” said 
Julius ; “ and all Kitty’s cousins are going ; 
and there are beautiful spangled Jugglers, and 
yellow caravans with people living in them, 
and — and — please, mamma, I do so want 
to go,” said poor Juley, abandoning argu- 
ment for entreaty with a suddenness that was 
uite pathetic. But his hard-hearted parent 
esired him to be quiet, threatening him at 
the same time with the sugar-tongs ; and 
this rebuff, combined with the long-expected 
instalment of muffin from Orelia, stopt his j 
mouth for that time. 

However, neither he nor Rosa had the 
least intention of so patiently abandoning 
their point. Rosa, as before said, wished to 
go on her own account ; but, even if she had 
not, the sight of Julius’ anxiety would have 
been sufficient to make her his warm advo- 
cate. Accordingly, the two spent the morn- 
ing in practising a number of devioes for 
meltiog Lady Lee’s heart. For instance, 
after one or two rehearsals in the lobby, the 
door was flung open, and Julius rushed, or 
rather toddled, with distracted aspect, into the 
apartment. Taking with his short legs such 
strides that it was a wonder he did n’t split 
in two, and rapping his palm against his 
jutting forehead, he went up to where his 
mother sat, and, clasping nis hands and 
kneeling down, said, “ Great queen, listen to 
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ray prayer !” And when Lady Lee, calling 
him a plaguy monkey, asked him what he 
wanted, he said pathetically, “ Take, oh, 
take me to the fair ! ” after which a suppressed 
laugh from the inventor of the drama was 
heard behind the scenes. Then Rosa, enter- 
ing, took him on her lap to tell him a story 
— how there was once a little bov, who was 
a very good little boy, and had a young 
female friend who loved him very much , ana 
how they lived together in great felieity — at 
least they would have lived so, only the little 
boy had a cruel mamma, who never let them 
do anything they wanted ; and how they 
gradually pined away and died, and were 
covered with leaves by robin red-breasts, 
while the cruel mamma, who was sorry for 
her conduct when it t was too late, was borne 
away by a flying dragon ; and that the name 
of this unnatural parent, who received this 
signal punishment, was Lee — at which in- 
teresting point the sublime allegory was in- 
terrupted by Lady Lee laughing and calling 
them two silly creatures, while Orelia threw 
a magazine she was trying to read at Rosa, 
and asked her how she could be so absurd. 

The confederates ended, as they usually did, 
in gaining their point. It was at length 
agreed that the party should attire themselves 
in the very worst clothes they had, in order to 
appear as little conspicuous as possible in a 
scene not probably remarkable for refinement ; 
and that they should call upon Dr. Blossom, 
the chief physician of Doddington, either to 
escort them himself into the scene, or to pro- 
vide a substitute — as if the doctor had been 
a militia-man ; and to Doddington accordingly 
they drove. 

Rosa, in a straw bonnet and blue muslin 
frock, looked very like a pretty villager out for 
a holiday ; and the character was further 
sustained by a little basket intended to hold 
fairings for Julius. But Lady Lee, also, in a 
straw bonnet and plain dove-colored shawl, 
looked as much like a fine lady as ever ; while, 
as for Orelia, the only difference in her was 
that you would now have taken her for a po- 
tentate in disguise. 

CHAPTER III. 

They had a pleasant drive to Doddington. 
The lower part of the quiet country town seemed 
more deserted than ever, as they walked up 
the street accompanied by the doctor. The 
few people whose business tied them down to 
their shops looked as if they would gladly 
have forsaken them to partake the pleasures 
of the fair ; with the exception of a Methodist 
draper, who stood at his door with his arms 
straight down his sides, and his nose in the 
air, revelling in the idea that he was not as 
other men are, fair-goers and sinners, and 
occasionally casting a stern glance up the 
street leading to the busy scene, as if he oon- 
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sidered it the broad way that led to destruc- 
tion. The stationer's shop, which Julius 
always entered with delighted expectation, 
and wandered with rapture through the treas- 
ures of toys and picture-books it contained, 
seemed a doleful every-day affair to him com- 
pared with the delight he anticipated in the 
region of the fair, whither he was now all 
eagerness to arrive. 

This was a broad macadamized portion of 
$he main street, having houses on one side 
only, the other being bordered by a field known 
as Luzon’s Meadow, from the name of the 
proprietor of it, who kept a public house hard 
by. None — not even the oldest inhabitant 
— could possibly, without having previously 
been present at a Whitsun Fair m Dodding- 
ton, have recognized the street and meadow 
for the same. Both were glorified. The 
street contained within itself a smaller street 
made by covered stalls whose proprietors 
invited the attention of passengers to heaps 
of toys, confectionary, ana the like congenial 
wares, intermingled with more utilitarian 
stalls, where boots and shoes (for the manu- 
facture of which Doddington was famous all 
over the country) were sold, hanging in 
strings like onions, and so numerous, that you 
would have fancied the people of that region 
must have been centipedes at the very least. 
Looking through the space left between one 
of these stalls, and another containing an 
inviting display of sweetmeats, Luzon’s Mead- 
ow was seen — no longer the barren, some- 
what dismal-looking field, more remarkable for 
the flourishing crop of dockleaves, and nettles 
it exhibited than for anything else ; but a 
gorgeous pleasure-ground, where, amid wheel- 
barrows of nuts, families of jugglers, painted 
swings, and yellow peep-shows, rose proudly 
a travelling theatre, known as Powell's Pa- 
viliou, where the actors, after appearing in- 
side in melodramas which occupied about a 
quarter of an hour in the performance, came 
out upon the stage in front, in their magnifi- 
cent dresses, and dazzled the populace by 
walking about there in pairs. Julius beheld 
with great wonder a drunken countryman, 
who lmd stuck fast in a crevice of the stage, 
assisted dow r n the ladder to terra firrna by a 
courteous warrior in a brass scaly surcoat of 
proof and a tin helmet. 

In the street, opposite the meadow, was 
a long, low show made of canvas, with an 
ornamental front and stage, whereon a merry- 
andrew was delighting the populace. This 
merry-andrew was the very Methuseleh of 
merry-andrews ; he was so old that he had 
long since lost his teeth ; and bis mouth 
having fallen in, left so little space between 
his nose and chin for the painting of his lips, 
that the lower one extended some little dis- 
tance down his throat. Notwithstanding his 
advanced age, this patriarch showed some con- 


siderable agility, elevating occasionally in the 
air a pair of legs that seemed the very abode 
and stronghold of rheumatism, and walking 
on his hands. lie wore a ruff round his neck, 
and rosettes in his shoes ; and one might 
almost have fancied that, having adopted 
these articles of costume when a youth in Eliz- 
abeth's time, he had stuck to them ever since. 
Besides being a green old age, his was also 
a motley old age, for he wore a parti-colored 
doublet and tight hose, painted in squares, so 
that, if he had been put in a mangle, and 
rolled out flat, you might have playt^ chess 
on his thighs. And so, with many quips, 
conjuriog tricks, and comical grimaces, this 
old gentleman was literally tumbling into his 
grave On this Btage extremes seemed to 
meet, for a child about Julius’ age and size, 
dressed in a spangled doublet and white 
drawers, tumbled thereon, with a sad and 
serious aspect, in imitation of his aged asso- 
ciate. 

Passing through these enchanted regions, a 
hoarse voice saluted the visitor — - and a fat, 
red-faced, and red-whiskered man might be 
seen, standing on the front of his wooden van, 
which, turning down on hinges and resting 
on props, formed a stage whereon he exhib- 
ited hardwares of every description, produced 
from the interior of the vehicle, which was 
fitted up like a shop. This was the cele- 
brated Cheap John, a man who, besides his 
character for brilliant imagination and wit — 
faculties patent to any observer who chose to 
stand within hearing of his jokes for a minute 
— enjoyed a shadowy but vast reputation as 
a pugilist, though it was evident, from his 
corpulence, that a single tap on the stomach 
from an antagonist must have caused him to 
burst like an egg. Like Orpheus, he charmed 
the very clods. Bumpkins, who merely w-ent 
to enjoy his facetiousness, found themselves, 
on departing, hampered with various sorts of 
hardware, which they did n’t exactly know’ 
what to do with, and which they certainly 
never intended to buy. Few were proof 
against the magic of his eloquence, which 
drew, if not golden, yet copper, and occasion- 
ally silver opinions, From most of his listen- 
ers. 

From the spot occupied by this orator, a 
glimpse might be caught of the greater splen- 
dors of the fair. Music from the brass- band 
of the wild beast show broke upon the ear, 
and the flattering of vast pictures, elevated, 
like sails, on mastB, caught the eye — indis- 
tinct, yet still imposing in the distance, and 
revealing, on closer view, wonders that pres- 
ently deprived the spectator of all hope of 
peace of mind, till he had satiated his curios- 
ity with a survey of the internal marvels of 
which they were the outward sign. In these 
works of art the lion Wallace fought the six 
dogs at Warwick ; a white bear devoured a 
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hapless polar navigator, whose tarpaulin hat the ire that was flashed to wither him from 
was visible between the animal's stupendous the eyes of Noble. The corporal was a tall, 
sind inexorable jaws ; the authentic portrait slender fellow, of a*some\vhat rout and dissi- 
of the wonderful Fat Boy smiled, in bland pated aspect ; his forage-cap was set jauntily 
obesity, on that of the French Giant in the on one side of his wavy black hair, his mus- 
opposite caravan, who was represented as tache was evidently nurtured like some rare 
looking down from a great altitude on a won- exotic, and he had a waist, as Kitty said, like 
dering gentleman in a blue surtout and brass an hour-glass. 

buttons, whose shirt-frill reached about the Miss Fillett’s conduct was certainly aggra- 
giant’s knee, and who was supposed to be a vating. She had begun by whispering to 
person of fashion who had paid nis money for Noble remarks on the uniform ana general 
the pleasure of seeing him. The swelling of appearance of the object of his wrath, and, 
the canvas of these great pictures in the totally regardless of the gruff and short re- 
breeze imparted to the objects painted thereon plies vouchsafed, had taken occasion to en- 
a slow and solemn motion, which, giving a large on the charms of military people in 
sort of unearthly life to their grim faces and general and dragoons in particular, 
steadfast attitudes, made them appear to “ There 's a hair about thim,”said Kitty, 
Julius very awful. mincing her words to suit the subject — 

Everything was charming to Julius. If the “ there ’s a hair about thim not met with out 
fairies he was so fond of hearing about had of the army. Their manners is generally ex- 
carried him in a winged chariot to their own quisite, and their — 0, did you ever see 
country, he could scarcely have been more such a white hand, now he 's took his gloves 
delighted. His friend Rosa had provided* off?” 

him with on immense painted trumpet, which “ D — n his hand !”, muttered Noble, 
hod taken his fancy, and had also held him “ No gentleman's is whiter," pursued 
up to look in at the glass of a peepshow. Kitty ; and his eyes — law, how they do 
This had merely whetted his appetite for sparkle! — don’t they, Harry ?" 
sight-seeing; and immediately on arriving in “ Do they?" said Harry shortly; then 
front of the rows of caravans where the wild aotto voce , “ I should like to bung ’em up." 
lieasts were stationed, he became clamorous u And isn't his jacket beautiful?" whis- 
for a sight of them. pered the enthusiastic Fillett. “ Look at the 

They did not, perhaps, come up to his ideal, lace on the front." 

He was a little disappointed at finding the “ P'raps you may sec it laced on the back 
lion so placable* for he merely winked at presently," growled Noble, savagely grasping 
them as they passed in front of his den ; the nis stick, and unable longer to repress his 
polar bear also declined showing any more displeasure. But Kitty pretended to think 
than the rear of bis person ; while the Peru- he was joking. She made nonsensical re- 
vian nightingale remained mystic as the marks, and then laughed loudly at them, to 
phoenix, although Julius applied earnestly to attract the attention of the corporal, and 
a keeper in corduroy shorts and ankle boots establish an understanding with him ; whilo 
to help him to a sight of that singular bird, he, switching his boots with his cane, glanced 
The man laughed, and, saying “ Look here, at her with a coolly critical air, as if he was 
master!" pointed to a pelican; but Julius used to that sort of thing, 
knew all about pelicans, and not only con- How long Harry Noble's wrath might have 
victed the keeper of the attempted imposition, taken to boil over, under these circumstances, 
but gave him a short digest of pelican is doubtful. Just as he was revolving in his 
history from Buffm. Here we will leave mind some plausible reason for stepping up 
him, making acquaintance with the monkeys to the corporal, and inviting him into the 
charmed at recognizing the ostriches, and next field to settle their claims, Lady Lee's 
outrageous at not being permitted to ride on party came in front of the booth, stopped for a 
the zebra, while we look after other characters moment, in their way down the street, by the 
of our history. crowd gathered round a huge bumpkin, who, 

Kitty Fillett, after being introduced by Mr. incited thereto by ale and approbation, was 
Noble to all the shows, was refreshing herself, performing a hornpipe in hobnailed shoes, 
in that gentleman's society, in a neighboring leaving deep impressions of the nails in the 
booth. Mr. Noble, after having been very road at every step. 

agreeable and attentive all the day, was now This disciple of Terpsichore, finding his 
in a most unchristian and desperate state of efforts well received, had procured a partner 
mind. This was caused by the presence of a whom he had danced into breathless exhaus- 
good-looking corporal of dragoons, who had tion, and he was now looking round for a 
lounged in, after frequently passing and re- suitable fair one to supply her place. In his 
passing before them, apparently thinking exalted mood, Orelia’s style of beauty ap- 
much more of the too favorable and admiring peared to him most likely to do him credit, 
glances which Kitty cast on him, than of and he accordingly pranced up, with the 
OCCCLXXn. LIVING AGE. VOL. I. 39 
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grace and vigor of one of his own plough- 
horses, and seized her hand. Orelia snatched 
it away. 

“ Wretch !’’ cried she, looking at him like 
an insulted queen — “ Begone !" 

“ The fellow 's mad!" cried Doctor Blos- 
som — “ get away, sir ! Call a constable ! ’’ 
quoth the doctor, authoritatively, to the crowd 
in general, on seeing the man persist in his ( 
design. 

Tne dragoon corporal, leaving his con- 
templation of Miss Fillett, had lounged to the 
front of the booth, where he stood coolly 
scanning the ladies. He now stepped forward, 
and, interposing between the flushed and 
angry Orelia and her pertinacious assailant, 
seized the man by the collar, and hurled him 
violently back. 

The countryman was fully three stone 
heavier than the trim soldier, and, recovering 
himself, rushed at him in full confidence of 
utterly annihilating him with one smashing 
blow of his great fist. His brother bumpkins, 
unanimously indulging the same expectation, 
encouraged him by Baying out, “ Gi’ ut un, 
Joe; d — n thee, gi* ut un !" and were pro- 
portionably astonished when the corporal 
threw himself into an easy attitude, and, by 
what appeared to their unscientific eyes the 
mere straightening of his right arm, sent 
his big antagonist to the earth like a slaugh- 
tered ox. 

A tremendous row ensued. Some com- 
rades of the corporal's, who were near, set to 
ut once with a corresponding number of the 
countryman's friends, all actuated by a unani- 
mous impulse. Two or three officers, seeing 
the red jackets gleaming fitfully amidst over- 
powering masses of corduroy and fustian, cast 
themselves into the fray, and were reinforced 
by a couple of Oxford men on a visit to their 
mends in the town, who, expecting to be 
ordained shortly, and to be debarred from 
the comfort of combating bargemen in future, 
embraced the present opportunity with grate- 
ful promptitude. Amateurs of Doddington 
were equally ready to exert their prowess — 
showmen were affected by the contagious ex- 
ample — harlequins, descending from their 
stages, ranged themselves against rival pan- 
taloons, while Columbines screamed after 
them in vain ; and the proprietor of the 
French Giant took the opportunity of settling 
a private and long festering grudge with the 
owner of the Albino Lady. 

The corporal showed himself a paladin in 
courtesy no less than in valor. He carefully 
interposed his person as a shield to the ladies, 
and the fray streamed away on each side as 
from a rock. Still, they might have been 
sadly jostled, had not the venerable merry- 
andrew before mentioned hurried down his 
ladder, at the imminent risk of snapping his 


unfortunate old legs, and handed them up to 
his stage, out of harm’s way. 

Harry Noble, burning to avenge his wrongs 
on the dragoon, was meanwhile forcing his 
way through the crowd towards that redoubt- 
ed personage, intending forthwith to disfigure 
permanently, by the bunging-up of eyes, loss 
of fore-teeth, and flattening of nose, the face 
that Kitty Fillett hod found so charming 
Whether these fell designs would have been 
executed, or whether Ilorry, coming for wool, 
might have gone home shorn, is not known, 
for the duel did not take place. Just os 
Harry's furious face, glaring on the corporal 
within a couple of yards, met the eye of the 
latter, and admonished him to look out for a 
fresh foe, a couple of horses' heads came 
between them. 

“Ili! hi!" shouted the corpulent ooach- 
mftn, who drove the Lightning royal mail. 
“ By your leave thero ! — make a lane, will 
ye ? Give ’em a note, Jim" (to the guard). 

The guard sounded his horn, and s then 
flourished it, shouting, “ Room for the 
mail ! — make way there !’’ evidently lost 
in wonder at the effrontery of any person or 
persons daring to delay for an instant bis 
majesty's mail ; while a passenger, who sat 
on the "box-seat, said, “ Drive into the infernal 
sooundrels !’’ 

The coachman was by nature a choleric 
person, and his choler had been fed for many 
years with brandy and water, like a lamp. 
He could ill brook hindrances of any kind, 
and was scarcely to be stopped even by such 
decisive impediments as loss of linch-pins, 
inipassable snow-drifts, and the like dispensa- 
tions of Providence. Accordingly, having to 
choose between suppressing his wrath (which 
would certainly, by inducing apoplexy, have 
caused him to drop off his perch like an over- 
fed goldfinch) and venting it forthwith, he 
chose the less fatal alternative, and touched 
up his leaders. Those noble animals, sidling 
and curvetting, with the traces over their 
backs, pushed on, and did great execution, 
terminating several pugilistic encounters with 
a suddenness that the most active Middlesex 
magistrate, assisted by the rural police, might 
have tried in vain to emulate. The warrior 
in the tin helmet, before alluded to, and a 
pugnacious Harlequin who had attacked him, 
were prostrated in opposite directions. Harry 
Noble was sent reeling into the very arms df 
Kitty Fillett, who was shedding tears like a 
watering-pot ; and other less eager belligerents 
quietly agreed to a cessation of hostilities, 
and cleared the way for the mail. 

The Lightning was beginning to exchange 
its slow walk through the crowd for a slow 
trot, and the coachman's face was returning 
from deep ultra-marine to its natural lake 
tint, when Lady Lee, casting her eyes upon 
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the coach, called aloud, “ Oh, Colonel Lee! 
Colonel Lee !” * 

The passenger on the coach-box turned, and, 
instantly recognizing her ladyship perched on 
a stage within a yard or two of him, in com- 
pany with her son, two young ladies, a merry- 
andrew, and a juvenile tumbler, he did what 
all the people in the fair probably could n’t 
have done, for, by a word and a touch on the 
arm, he caused the coachman to pull up while 
ho descended ; and, further, that impetuous 
charioteer, before proceeding on his way, re- 
spectfully touched his hat to him, as did the 
guard. 

Bagot’s first 'exclamation, on ascending the 
stage, was “God bless my soul!” Then,] 
shaking Lady Lee’s hand, and motioning with 
his head towards the aged merry-andrew, he 
said, “ You have n’t joined the profession, 
have you, Hester?” — for Bagot was a man 
who could be pleasantly facetious with ladies. 

“ I ’m so glad you ’re come,” said Lady Lee ; 
“ you can take care of us as far as the hotel, 
and go home in the carriage. My dears, this 
is Colonel Lee ; and these are my friends, Miss 
Payne and Rosa Young.” 

The colonel, taking off his white felt hat, 
made a bow — rather a slang bow — to each, 
and then shook hands, first with Orelia, who 

f &ve him hers as if she expected him to go 
own on his knees and kiss it, and then with 
Rosa. He diffused round him a palpable halo, 
as it were, of brandy and water. He was 
dressed in the white hat just mentioned, a 
green neckcloth with white squares, a New- 
market cutaway, with a white greatcoat over 
it, and trousers buttoned at the ankles over 
drab gaiters. He hod evidently been a good- 
looking man before his nose grew so swollen, 
his forehead so flushed, his eyes so open and 
watery, and his under lip so protruding and 
tremulous. His hair was somewhat long at 
the sides and back, and grizzled to iron gray, 
as wefe his voluminous whiskers and the tuft 
on his under lip. 

The colonel, having shaken hands with 
them as aforesaid, and also with Julius, who 
plucked him by the skirts, and called* him 
“Uncle Bag,” said, “Suppose we imitate 
Miss O’Neil, and retire from the stage” — 
which they accordingly did, after acknowledg- 
ing substantially the civility of the ancient 
merry-andrew, who stood bowing before them, 
while the fixed smile painted on his spotted 
face entirely contradicted his deferential atti- 
tude, and gave to the spectators the idea that 
he was openly making fun of the whole party. 

As they passed down the street to the hotel, 
Bagot frequently stopt to shake hands with 
people of all classes who came up to greet him 
— farmers, whose grounds he sometimes shot 
over, held out their horny hands ; Peter Pearce, 
a drunken shoemaker, left his stall, and 
danced a short distance down the street in 
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front of them, to testify his satisfaction at the 
colonel’s arrival; Tom Jago, a woolcomber, 
who cared more for field-sports than for his 
trade, came up, touching his hat, to tell of 
some trampers having lately been seen netting 
the river for salmon ; and Mrs. Susan Gofight- 
ly, the buxom wife of an innkeeper, cast a 
merry glance from her black eyes us she wel- 
comed the colonel back to Doddington — all of 
] whom Bagot treated with a gracious and jocular 
] familiarity, that fully maintained for him his 
I position in the popular esteem. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Bagot’s visits to the Heronry were, for the 
most part, regulated by sporting events. He 
was a regular attendant at all great race 
meetings, and spent here the intervals, espec- 
ially if his funds were low. The state of 
these funds was almost entirely dependent on 
his adroitness or good fortune in betting or at 
play, for Sir Joseph’s legacy had dwindled 
down to a minute miction on the settling day 
of the very first Derby after the testator’s 
death. 

On the occasions of these visits, he and 
Lady Lee had always been entirely indepen- 
dent of each other. He had his own rooms, 
where he entertained his own companions, 
ordered his own meals, and led a free-and-easy 
bachelor life of it. He made himself useful 
by regulating the stable economy, and bring- 
ing the steward to book, as he termed it. 

On the evening of his arrival, Bagot walked 
over to Monkstone, the bouse already described 
as standing across the river, within view of 
the windows of the Heronry ; and, as Bagot 
was not accustomed to pay visits of ceremony 
or friendship, we may state at once that he 
had an object in view. 

Monkstone had been purchased by an old 
gentleman, who, rising from low beginnings 
to considerable wealth, had conceived a wish, 
in his old age, to become the founder of a 
family. As he was an old bachelor, and had 
no intention of marrying, he cast about among 
his relatives for a suitable heir. Having se- 
lected a nephew, he took him into his house, 
and brought him up to consider himself the 
future successor to Monkstone ; and dying a 
few years after, left him bis sole heir. 

Mr. Jonathan Dubbley, this fortunate in- 
heritor, had been considerably neglected both 
by nature and education. He was far from 
bright originally, and the dull surface of his 
mind was covered, when his uncle adopted 
him, with many years’ rust. At his uncle’s 
death, his estate and income were such as to 
give him consideration in the county, and he 
suddenly found himself a prominent character 
in scenes to which he w*as totally unaccus- 
tomed. He was a grand juryman — he was 
a magistrate and J. P. His tenantry made ~ 
him a man of consequence at elections ; and, . 
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to crown his greatness, he had this year been 
chosen High Sheriff. 

On one point he now began to feel his defi- 
ciency more strongly than all the rest — he 
waqted a well-bred wife — he wanted to marry 
a woman who should possess qualities to form 
a light, agreeable background to his own solid 
merits — one who should, as Mr. Tennyson 
expresses it, set herself to him “as perfect 
music unto noble words” — the noble words 
being, in his case, four thousand a-year. Af- 
ter casting about among the eligible spinsters 
of his acquaintance, and taking counsel with 
the landlord of the Dubbley Arms and his 
own gamekeeper, he at length fixed upon Lady 
Lee as the most suitable match he could dis- 
cover. She was known to be a woman of 
talent and striking address; anybody who 
had eyes could sec she was handsome ; and, 
moreover, she would be by no means a dower- 
less bride, a circumstance that weighed power- 
fully in the calculations of Squire Duobley, 
who had been taught fully to appreciate the 
value of money, and who was both tolerably 
acute and very obstinate where his own in- 
terests were concerned. The grand obstacle 
to a declaration of his wishes was an insuper- 
able bashfulness with which the squire be- 
came afflicted when in the company of ladies 
of high degree, but which did not, however, 
affect him in his intercourse with the sex 
generally. 

Squire Dubbley had a very great respect 
for Colonel Bagot Lee — greater, perhaps, 
than for any other person — not altogether 
because Bagot was a sharp fellow, for there 
were fellows sharper than Bagot, of whom 
the squire thought but little. Iri general, 
Mr. Dubbley disliked people who showed any 
superiority to himself, which had the effect 
of narrowing his circle of esteemed friends 
considerably. When men shone, in his com- 
pany, on subjects which he did not under- 
stand, he would abuse them dreadfully behind 
their backs — say to his intimates that peo- 
ple might call such-a-one clever, but he was a 
cursed bad shot — couldn’t hit a hay-stack; 
or that he had no hand on a horse, and rode 
like a tailor; with divers other slanders. 
But Bagot’s sharpness evinced itself in pur- 
suits congenial to the squire’s tastes — in 
field-sports, in skill on the turf, and in knowl- 
edge of the dark corners of London life, to 
which he had last year introduced Dubbley, 
piloting him into various haunts, where the 
inexperienced squire would probably have 
fared 1 but ill in purse, person, and reputation, 
but for the protection of Bagot, who Walked 
through all these fiery furnaces like a moral 
salamander. Bagot, too, had furnished him 
with many valuable hints for his conduct in 
his new sphere, and for the management of 
his property. These merits, added to a sort 
of jovial, overbearing good-humor of Bagot’s, 


caused the squire, as before said, to regard 
him with a much greater respect thau he 
would have felt for a more respectable person. 

He had not failed to hint to this potent 
ally (though in a somewhat distant and 
sheepish way) his admiration for Lady Lee. 
Bagot had at first laughed at him, but, find- 
ing the squire’s affections to be more seriously 
engaged than he had imagined, he began to 
consider in his own mind how he could best 
turn the circumstance to account. It was 
with the view of executing the result of his 
meditations that he now visited Monkstone, 
on the first day of his coming down into the 
country. 

He found Mr. Dubbley, just returned from 
rabbit-8 hooting, taking off his half-boots and 
gaiters in the hall. He was a good-looking 
man, about five-and-thirty, rather bald, with 
a cunning eye and an imbecile half-smile. On 
seeing Bagot come up the steps, the squire 
ran towaral him in nis worsted stockings, 
with the knee-strings of his corduroy breeches 
dangling about his calves. 

“ ’Pon my life, colonel,” said Mr. Dub- 
bley, “ I never was so glad to see anybody. 
I was just thinking how the devil I was to get 
through the evening. Your presence quite 
survives me.” The squire meant revives, but 
his language was sometimes even less clear 
than his ideas. 

“ Dubbley, my boy, how goes it ?” said 
Bagot. “Been working the rabbits, eh? 
You look sound, wind ana limb.” 

“ Sound as a bell,” said Squire Dubbley, 
“and most particular hungry. Just you go 
into the dining-room, colonel, and wait while 
I wash my hands. I ’ll order another plate 
to be laid.” 

Bagot accordingly entered the dining-room. 
He did not fail to remark several alterations 
in the apartment. Some French (very French) 
prints nad been removed. The extremely 
plain furniture of old Mr. Dubbley ’s time was 
replaced by the productions of a London 
upholsterer. Some books, too — rare objects 
at Monksfconc— in very grand bindings, lay 
scattered about. Bagot took up one — it was 
an illustrated Life of Napoleon. Presently 
the squire entered at another door, bearing 
a cobwebbed bottle in each hand, and another 
under his arm. 

“ I stick to my old rtile,”said the squire— 
“ always go to the cellar myself. Why, a 
tippling butler might knock off the head of a 
bottle, and drink it op any time, if he had 
the keys, colonel ; and how should I be the 
wiser? — unless,” added the squire, thought- 
fully, “ unless I was counting the bottles all 
day long.” 

“Your ’re a sharp fellow, Dubbley,” said 
Bagot, who wanted to put him in good-hamor. 
“ ’T would be a clever butler that could do 
you.” 
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The squire chuckled. “ Yes,” said he, 
“ I *m pretty sharp. Yes, yes, sharp enough, 
by George! I get ‘done sometimes, though. 
Ah, colonel, I wish you had been here a 
little while ago. Ton my life, I never wished 
so much for anybody. Do you remember 
Sally Perkins'?” 

“What — the good-looking housemaid?” 
said Bagot. “Yes — deuced fine girl; you 
rather admired her, didn't you ?” 

“ I gave her warning,” said Mr. Dubbley, 
“ because, instead of minding her work, 
she spent most of her time going about to 
(airs and merry-makings ; ana I told her I 
should only give her half the wages we ’d 
agreed upon, because she ’d turned out so 
good-for-nothing. What do you think she 
said to that, now'?” 

“ Don’t know,” said Bagot. “ What did 
she sny?” 

“ Why, she said,” returned the squire, 
“ that if I did n’t pay her double, she ’d sum- 
mon me, and swear that I had refused her her 
money out of revenge because she would n’t 
let me make love to ner.” 

“ Oh !” said Bagot, dryly. 

“ And I told her to go to the devil ; but 
she went to a lawyer — •” 

“ Quite a different course,” said Bagot. 

“ And, by George,” said the squire, “ she 
made him believe her story. I ’d have kicked 
against it — yes, I’d have gone to jail first 
— for the jade used to skylark with half the 
parish, though she ’d have nothing to say to 
me ; but I wanted to keep the thing quiet, 
and I gave in. Certain people,” said the 
squire, laying his finger on his nose, and 
winking at Bagot, “might have heard of 
it.” 

“Certain people?” said Bagot, interroga- 
tively. 

“ Ah,” said the squire, “ these things 
sound queer to ladies. I might have fdt 
ashamed before somebody we know — some- 
body you and I know,” said the squire, look- 
ing idiotically wise. 

“ Where aid these books come from?” in- 
quired Bagot, pretending not to notice the 
squire ’8 drift. “ You don’t mean to say you 
ever read anything now. What made you get 
that Life of Napoleon ?” 

“ Ah,” said Mr. Dubbley, “ great travel- 
ler, Napoleon ! Yes, I ’ve begun to read. I 
felt my deficience. I ’ve felt it a good while, 
but it has conve plainer upon me lately. Last 
time I was in town I 'gave a bookseller an 
order to fill my shelves.” 

“ Who selected your library?” asked Bagot. 
“ Had the gamekeeper anything to do with 
it?” 

“ I left it to the bookseller,” replied Dub- 
bley. “ I gave him the size of tne shelves 
to an inch, and you ’ll find ’em quite full. 
They ’re all bound alike, too.” 


“ Why, it must have been rather ex- 
pensive,” said Bagot, looking towards the 
volumes. “ All bound in Russia, eh?” 

“Russia! No, d — n it, no,” said the 
squire, “ they were all bound in London, 
every one of ’em ; and I had to come dowm 
for ’em handsomely, as you say. You see,” 
said the squire, as they sat down to dinner, 
“one must read to have something to say in 
ladies’ society. If ’t was n’t for that, curse 
me if I ’d ever look at a book.”* 

“What are you reading up for?” asked 
Bagot — “the housemaid or the cook? By 
gad, I expect, Dubbley, to see you marry the 
scullery-maid yet!” 

“ Eh — what?” said the squire, changing 
color (for he had much more confidence in 
Bagot’s opinion than his own, even on such a 
point). “ No, hang it, don’t say that ! Scul- 
lery-maid! — no, by George! nor dairy-maid 
neither,” he muttered. “ No, no, I thought 
you knew my mind better than that.” 

“ I *11 tell you what it is, Dubbley, my 
boy,” said the colonel, laying down his knile 
and fork, and looking at him, “ if you don’t 
mind what you ’re at, some sharp woman or 
other will take you in — some pretty servant- 
maid, whose sense of propriety is proof against 
a five-pound note. I ’d engage to make any 
good-looking girl in the parish marry you be- 
fore Christmas, if she ’a only follow my in- 
structions.” 

“ For God’s sake don’t talk like that! — 
the thing ’s beyond a joke ! Come, colonel, 
you wouldn’t Be so unfriendly?” said Mr. 
Dubbley, pushing away his plate, and rub- 
bing his bald forehead nervously with his 
napkin, as he thought of the colonel's un- 
bounded resouroes, all brought to bear upon 
bis unfortunate self. 

Bagot laughed. “ If you *re such a con- 
founded spoon that you can’t trust yourself, 
Dubbley,” said he, “ why don’t you put your- 
self out of harm’s way? Why don’t you 
marry some respectable woman that would do 
you credit and keep you out of scrapes?” 

“ The very thing,” said Dubbley “ the very 
thing I intend. 1 ’ve been thinking of it this 
long while. What d *ye think now of a cer- 
tain person — a certain person not very far 
off? Any chance for me eh?” 

“ The very thing,” said the colonel ; 
“ nothing could be Detter. Handsome, ac- 
complished, rich — what oould be better? 
But there go two words to that bargain. You 
know that, don’t you?” 

“What — mine and hers, eh?” said the 
squire, looking wise. 

“ Mine, I fancy, is more important than > 
either,” said Bagot gravely. 

“ Why, I know you ’ve great influence with 
her, colonel. But, then, I always thought 
you a friend of mine.” 

“ Well,” said the colonel, “ you *re not a . 
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bad fellow, Dubbley, I believe — though you 
did refuse to lend me that two hundred I 
wanted the last time I was down.” 

“ Had n’t got it, upon my soul — could n’t 
have raised it without a mortgage, I ’ll take 
my solemn oath,” said Mr. Dubbley, with 
great warmth and some confusion ; for he lied, 
and Bagot knew it. 

“Pooh,” said the colonel, “I know, to a 
penny, the amount of the rents you had then 
tying in Doddingtoh bonk. But never mind ; 

ou °re right to be sharp. Every man for 

imself, and God for us all ! But I ’ve some- 
thing more to say to her ladyship’s marriage 
than my mere relationship gives me a right 
to say. You know, if she marries without my 
consent, she forfeits her income and the 
place.” 

“ But it won’t do you any good to say no,” 
faid the squire. 

“ Won’t it, indeed ! If she marries without 
my consent, part of what she forfeits comes 
to me,” said the colonel. “ And you don’t 
think me such a confounded fool as to give all 
this away to a man who looks so close after 
his own, and cares so little about his friends, 
as you !” 

The squire looked blank. He really did n’t 
know what argument to set against these 
forcible ones. Bagot helped him to one. 

“ Now, on the other hand, there ’s this to 
be said : If she never marries, I shall be no 
better off than I am. I may keep her single, 
but that will do me no good. We shall be 
disobliging each other.” 

Mr. Dubbley, after a minute’s intense 
thought, got into this new position. 

“And therefore,” Bagot went on, “if I 
could find a man who would make it worth 
my while to say yes, why, perhaps yes would 
besaid.” 

“What do you call worth your while?” 
asked the squire. 

“ Ah,” said Bagot, “ that would be a point 
for future consideration. There are a good 
many preliminaries to be gone through before 
we come to that. For instance, I suppose her 
ladyship does n’t dream of you as a suitor yet. 
What a’ ye think, now? — does she?” 

“ Why, no,” said the squire, “ no — that 
is, I cawt Bay. I call there now and then. 
I ’ve sent a good deal of game.” 

“ You won’t get on very fast without a 
little help, I suspect,” said Bagot. “ If Lady 
Lee was a chambermaid now — but she ’s a 
devilish well-bred, exclusive, superior sort of 
person, with deuced high notions.” 

“ Yes, by George !” said the squire. “ I 
know that ; I ’m as moute as a muce — I mean 
as mute as a mouse — in her company. But 
I should get over that. However, give me a 
lift, and —and we ’ll see about the two hun- 
dred,- colonel,” he added. 

Bagot shook his head. 


I “ Two hundred might have been all very 
j well when I asked you,” said he, “ but twice 
two hundred wouldn’t serve me now. The 
fact is, I ’m infernally dipped — let in at that 
cursed Spring meeting.” 

The squire fidgeted in his chair, and glanced 
nervously at him. Presently fie rose, and, 
unlocking his writing-desk, took out some 
slips of paper — promissory notes of Bagot's 
— and began to enumerate them. 

“ Fifty last December twelvemonth,” said 
he — “a hundred more in April — a hundred 
and seventy-five more, up to last Christmas — 
making, with interest — ” 

“ Interest, be hanged roared Bagot. 

* * Put up your paper ! I vow to Heaveq, you 
look like some infernal Jew money-lender 
preparing to foreclose. As to the other five 
hundred, Dubbley, I wouldn’t trouble you on 
any account. Young Crackenthorpe of Rose- 
mead will lend it me in a minute. He *s 
a trump, that fellow, when he can serve a 
friend.” 

“ Ah !” said the sauire, packing up his 
bills, much relieved, “ I ’m sure he will, with 
pleasure. He ’s a rich fellow, Cracken- 
thorpe *, and if he says he has n’t the money, 
don’t you believe him. I heard him bragging 
the other day that he had a loose thousand or 
two to invest.” 

“ Yes,” said Bagot, “ a regular trump ; a 
devilish creditable sort of fellow, too, to be 
connected with. I hear he ’s been casting 
his eyes in a certain direction lately. Her 
ladyship might do worse than take a nne gen- 
tlemanly young fellow like that, with good 
expectations.” 

Verbum sapientibus sufficit. If Mr. Dubbley 
had been the wisest of men, a word could not 
have better sufficed him. He felt that Bagot 
had a screw on him and was turning it. 

“ By the by,” he stuttered, “ now I think 
of it, I would n’t advise you to have any deal- 
ings with Crackenthorpe. No, no, colonel, 
don't go to him for money ; they say he ’s got 
cursed stingy lately — no getting a sixpence 
out of him, Why, ’pon my soul, I ’d rather 
lend you the money myself, if l possibly 
could, than let you go to the fellow. Just 
wait while I look at my banker ‘s book” — 
which he pretended to consult accordingly. 

“ Good, by Jove!” said Bagot to himself, 
rolling his red eye after him, with an inward 
chuckle. “ If he parts with five hundred so 
easily, I foresee he will be a very pretty an- 
nuity to me. Good r indeed ! — better than I 
expected.” 

And as he rode homeward that night, slap- 
ping the pocket that contained Mr. DubbleJ s 
check for the five hundred (in exchange for 
which another promissory note had been added 
to the little roll of them already in the squire’s 
writing-desk), he repeated ta himself, “ Bet- 
ter than I expected.” 
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From Household Words. 

SIX YEARS AMONG CANNIBALS. 

I ah physician to a hospital in a large sea- 
port town. My curiosity was aroused lately 
by the face of a man, which, as it lay upon 
the pillow of a hospital bed, looked singularly 
savage. It was marked by a broad blue line 
extending from the lower level of his nose to 
an inch below the lips, and from the back of 
one whisker to the back of the other. 
Evidently such a tattoo-mark was not one 
with which any white man would have been 
willingly disfigured. On the patient’s re- 
covery I put some questions to him, and 
obtained the substance of the following 
account. For several reasons I believe the 
tale to be a true one. It was not volunteered ; 
the man appeared to be ashamed of his own 
story, and required a steady cross-examination 
before he would yield up half of what he 
had to say. The cross-questioning produced 
no inconsistent statements ; no published ac- 
counts contradict anything that he states ; 
and he mentions many facts known in this 
country through books which it is not likely 
that he ever read. 

David or Daniel Dash, native of the state 
of Virginia, embarked on board a whaling 
ship, as a common seaman, at the age of nine- 
teen. His ship sailed round Cape Horn, and 
had been 'cruising about for perhaps nine- 
teen months, when she was overtaken by a 
storm near the Marquesas; there she was 
driven ashore in spite of all exertions, and 
soon went to pieces. The crew consisted of 
thirty persons. The captain and twenty-four 
men took to the boats, 'and he believes 
escaped. He and four others swam to land. 
As soon as they arrived on shore they were 
surrounded by the natives, made prisoners, 
and carried a few miles into the interior. 
Being then placed in a long hut, the prince 
or chief came to them and arranged them in 
a line. Without any delay the choice was 
offered to them — whether they would be 
tattooed or killed. The chief easily made his 
meaning understood ; he produced first the 
usual tattooing implements, pointed to the 
marks on his own person, and then to the 
bodies of his prisoners. Presenting next a 
knife, he made a feint of cutting off their 
heads. 

After this dumb-show, the chief offered to 
each man in succession, dagger or bowl, that 
is to say, knife or tattooing apparatus. W ould 
they be dead men or savages 1 Dash’s four 
companions, being his seniors, polled first at 
this election, and they chose the knife. He 
was, however, young to die, and willing to do 
anything to save his life. He chose to be 
tattooed. As soon as the decision of the five 
men had been ascertained, the four who had 
disdained to be made comrades by the canni- 
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bals were killed. They lost their heads. 
Without the least delay their bodies were 
cut up, and preparations made for a feast. 
The large bones were cut out to make fish- 
hooks, spear-heads, tattoo instruments ; par- 
ticular parts were cut off to be given as 
offerings tq the gods, and the rest of the 
flesh was cooked. Holes were then dug in 
the earth, and filled with dry wood, some 
large stones being placed here and there 
among the wood, to be heated when the pile 
was fired. After ignition, fresh wood was 
heaped on, and the fire kept up until the 
ground had been made thoroughly hot. The 
ashes being then raked out, the flesh was 
put into the holes, and covered with the 
stones and embers. It was so left for about 
half an hour, and at the end of that time 
taken out, and eaten by perhaps two hundred 
men. Before the feast was ready, the men 
had begun to drink an intoxicating liquor, 
which resembled soap-suds in appearance, 
and soon took efifect. This was the Cava 
cup, of which travellers have written, and 
Lord Byron has sung. Having no rum or 
other spirits, and not understanding the way 
to prepare any ordinary fermented liquors, 
the islanders had been led to the discovery of 
a strange substitute. They procure a root 
called Cava root (which appears, by the by, 
to be very rich in starch); they cut it up, and 
chew it thoroughly ; they then wash it in 
water, strain it through tappa cloth ; and, 
throwing the fibrous part away, retain the 
washings. These are allowed to stand for a 
short time, during which they ferment, and 
acquire intoxicating power. This drink ap- 
pears to act as slow poison ; for indulgence in 
it reduces men often to a miserable state of 
nervousness and blindness. 

These natives seem from Daniel’s account 
to be epicures in cannibalism ; and it is rather 
agreeable to white men to know that they do 
not think so much of white men as they do of 
black. Black men’s flesh is greatly preferred 
to pork, and their fondness for it is so decided 
that no man of that color would ever have 
a choice given him for his life. The whites 
on the contrary usually meet with the same 
treatment that Dash and his companions had 
experienced. The feast being over, tattooing 
operations were commenced upon him. The 
instruments employed were pieces of bone 
filed into the Bhape of very fine saws; they 
were about three inches long and varied from 
a pen-knife’s to two fingers’ breadth ; these 
were set in cane handles, and when used 
were placed upon the skin and struck by a 
sort of wooden mallet till blood spirted out. 
Burnt human bones were then rubbed in 
over the wounds. The process was exceedingly 
painful, so much so that only small portions 
of the skin were painted at a sitting. Three 
months elapsed before the whole tattooing 
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was compete. Dash was marked on the face, 
on the breast, on the back, and from the toe 
nails to the ankles. All the natives of this 
island and the neighboring ones are tattooed. 
The process seems to be compulsory, like some 
of the initiations practised by the North 
American Indians. It has to be A undergone 
alike by men and women. The priests or 
doctors, called “ Vahanna,”are the operators, 
The usual age for the operation is eighteen. 
The father hands over his children to tho 
operator as they reach that age, with a certain 
sum , either of goods, money, or land. In case 
of his death Wore the children ' are suffi- 
ciently mature he leaves some of his land for 
the same purpose. The men are usually 
tattooed in patterns, women more plainly. 
In women the lips are marked by small spots, 
the ears are bored, and round the hole, taint 
blue concentric lines are drawn. The hands 
are marked os far os the wrists, looking as if 
they were gloved. The feet are marked in a 
similar way as far as the ankle, and there 
extend stripes from the upper margin of this 
tattooed shoe to the knee joint. 

When the process of tattooing had been 
properly completed, Dash was adopted by 
the chief into the tribe. This man “ changed 
places with him,” 44 gave up his seat to him,” 
and 44 they exchanged names ;” Dash became 
Coonooai (Coonooy) or 44 the great chief,” 
and the chief David or Daniel Dash. The 
chief could pronounce Daniel better than 
David, and so adopted that one of the two 
names which the sailor claims a right to use 
at option. The chief also gave him his 
daughter to wife, a well-built, handsome 
woman of nineteen years of age. He 44 had 
to marrv ” also four-and-twenty others, who 
expected to be treated as his lawful spouses, 
but w'ho were in some degree inferior to the 
princess. 

The brothers and friends of these wives 
soon built for their new associate a hut of 
bamboo, in which the entire family resided. 
A small compartment was made for the 
princess and ner spouse — a sort of state- 
room — to mark their superiority. He was 
in every way treated as a chief ; the brothers 
of his wife prepared his victuals ; a pig w as 
killed every second day for the use of his 
household, and they had as many boiled pota- 
toes as they could eat. He had four children 
only during the time he remained on the 
island, three of whom died in their infancy. 
He was about ten months beforo he oould 
speak the language perfectly, but he could 
make himself understood much earlier. 

The women, he says, have, on the whole, 
few children. They suffer scarcely anything 
at a confinement ; and do not usually nurse 
their children veiy long ; they feed them with 
oocoa-nut, bread-fruit, and raw fish, all these 
being finely chewed before they are given to 


the infant. None of the people like cooked 
fish ; they all prefer it raw. Few die in in- 
fancy ; the great majority of children bom 
are reared. They seem almost to have an in- 
stinct for the water. As soon as they can 
walk to the edge of the stream they walk into 
it, and they can swim as soon as or even 
before they have learnt to run. I may ob- 
serve that all children appear to have a par- 
ticular fondness for the water ; but those only 
can indulge it who go constantly either quite 
naked, or in clothes not liable to be injured, 
who at the same time have access to water 
mild and genial os our summer air. 

The natives of the Marquesas keep up their 
swimming powers throughout their lives, and 
attain extraordinary faculties. They have no 
fear of Sharks ; when one appears in the bay 
the natives singly or in numbers 44 go out to 
attack it ” in its own element with their 
knives They have canoes, w hich they manage 
cleverly, ana use in trading excursions to 
other islands, or in fishing. 

The color of the islanders is similar to 
that of many a tawny Spaniard — a light 
mahogany. The men and women are of a 
medium height, well made, and often very 
good-looking. Their dress consists of a piece 
of tappa cloth round the loins, concerning 
which they are as careful and proud as we 
are in reference to the quality and fashion of 
our more numerous and costly garments. 
This tappa cloth is made by beating a part of 
the bark of the bread-fruit tree with a sort of 
wooden mall, which breaks up its fibres so 
that they may be stretched out, like the lace 
bark of the West Indies. This is carefully 
washed and bleached until it becomes as 
w'hite and as fine as linen. It is never woven. 

In disposition the islanders are, by Daniel’s 
account, true savages. They are constantly 
at war with neighboring tribes. The country 
is full of mountains and woods, the former 
being very steep and difficult, the latter dense 
and extensive. The valleys and bays are the 
parts in and about which the inhabitants are 
chiefly clustered. A distance of four miles is 
frequently all the interspace between the 
lands belonging to two hostile tribes. The 
men are constantly at war, and have the Dyak 
fondness for heads. Scarcely a moonlight 
night elapses but one man or other goes on a 
head-hunting excursion. They often go alone, 
but usually hunt in twos or threes. They 
start before night-fall, so as to arrive in the 
neighborhood of the intended victim shortly 
after dark ; they then either lie in nmbusn 
for a lone man, or go to a hut, disguising their 
voices, ask for shelter, or a light for their 
pipes. When the door is opened, they rush 
in ; and if they can sucoeed in overpowering 
the inmates, they kill them, cut off their 
heads and return. The bodies are too heavy 
to be dragged over the mountains. The 
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trophy or trophies being thus secured, are 
cut into os many parts as possible, and given 
to the numerous gods to propitiate them and 
to procure from them good luck. These gods 
are usually uncouth figures, but by oversight 
I omitted to examine Daniel on this subject, 
lie spoke contemptuously of the people for 
believing just what their doctor priests told 
them — said that they told them aH sorts of 
things — but did not, of his owa will, particu- 
larize any. 

A 8 his account of the Taboo agreed com- 
pletely with that made familiar by many 
writers, not forgetting Herman Melville, I 
did not ask many questions about it. In 
these midnight expeditions the knife is used ; 
in larger battles, however, the musket super- 
sedes all other arms. Great battles are very 
numerous ; a fortnight never elapses without 
one. My informant said, “ He could not 
rightly tell what they fought for — he did not 
think they knew themselves — they could not 
be at peace.” In these fights, between two 
and three hundred will engage on either side ; 
the scene of the battle is usually laid in the 
woods, and the combatants dodge to and fro 
among the trees. None like to expose them- 
selves fully ; the whiz of a bullet immediately 
frightens thorn, and causes them to drop upon 
the ground. In consequence of all this 
caution, the contests are often prolonged over 
from one to three days, and it rarely happens 
that more than four or five are killed on either 
side. They sometimes, but seldom, come to 
close quarters, when they fight with their 
muskets clubbed. As soon as a few men are 
killed, the losing side withdraws, the victims 
are then conveyed to their village by the con- 
querors, the “ fancy ” parts of their bodies 
are devoted to the gods, the rest is cooked 
and eaten by the men. The warriors do not 
appoar to have much senso of honor ; for the 
strong tribes constantly make war upon the 
weak, and two or three tribes now and then 
suspend their own quarrels to make more 
effective war upon a fourth. In consequence 
of this spirit many tribes are now almost 
exterminated and do not include more than 
twenty or thirty men. All the people speak 
one language, so that an union might be easily 
effected if the temper of the people changed. 

As they are savage in their war with 
hostile tribes, so they are rude and brutal in 
their peace among themselves. From some 
cause or another Daniel was constantly 
attacked by the women of the tribe, who, half 
in savage fun and half in earnest, used to 
seize him by the beard and hair and shake 
him ; this they oould often do without fear 
of his wrath, as more than two or three would 
set on him at once. He considered that the 
attention was paid chiefly in fun, but he had 
often to thrash the ladies vigorously before 
they would set him free. The men are not 


commonly savage amongst themselves, as man 
to man — rather as man to woman. He had 
seen men thrashing women with the butt end 
of a musket, and had known limbs to be 
broken in this w f ay. In such cases it would 
be of no use for the wife to go home to her 
father ; he would only thrash her again and 
send her back. It is not often that actual 
murder takes place ; when it does, atonement 
is made to the friends of the deceased by 
presents, or the murderer is driven out into 
another tribe. 

The islanders have enough regard for their 
friends to show the delicate abstinence of not 
eating them — whether killed in battle or by 
chance. They never inter their dead, but 
take them out to a distance in the woods, 
where a rude cane hut is built to protect each 
corpse from the sun and rain ; a sort of 
trough is mode for the dead man’s bed, in 
which his body is left. Two days afterwards 
a hog is killed, cooked, and deposited by the 
bedside. This is done under the impression 
that the dead require food like the living, 
and the supply is continued long after the 
flesh has crumbled into dust ; in fact, until 
the family of the defunct has itself become 
extinct. It forms one of the chief occupa- 
tions of the life of the living to convey fooa to 
the dead. Unlike some other savage nations, 
they keep the old people during the helpless- 
ness of age with assiduous care ; the younger 
members of the family, or of the tribe, supply 
them regularly with provisions. 

The climate is warm, genial, and healthy ; 
sickness is rare ; nevertheless, from the causes 
before mentioned, the population is on the 
decrease. Daniel was not aware that any 
European diseases had been introduced, nor 
were the people habitually given to intoxi- 
cation. 

There are numerous feasts held in the 
course of the year — usually one every two 
months. The occasion of such a feast is 
most commonly the reception of some recently 
tattooed individuals, male or female, among 
the adult members of a tribe. The chief en- 
tertainment then is dancing. When all is 
prepared, the men of the tribe arrange them- 
selves on one side of an open space — the 
women in a line opposite ana parallel to them 
— between these opposed sides there are placed 
four men whose duty it is to keep time by 
beating drums. The drums are made by 
scooping the interior from a piece of wood and 
stretching a shark skin over it, which is tight- 
ened by cords made of cocoa-nut fibre. The 
musicians produce on them only discordant 
notes — but the rest of the people somewhat 
improve the effect by clapping their hands 
and singing. 

Near the musicians the recently tattooed 
youths are placed “ yellowed off,” said Daniel, 
“ with curry and cocoa nut, till they shine 
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like burnished mahogany.’* They take no 
active part in the proceedings. The dancers 
are women, who are chosen for their good 
looks from amongst the wives and maidens 
indiscriminately; they are usually six in 
number, and are dressed very handsomely; 
their head-dress consists of tortoiseshell, pearl, 
and feathers ; their other clothing is a long 
robe of tappa cloth, open in front, and reach- 
ing to the ankles like a dressing gown. It is 
ornamented as far down as the hips, with 
bright feathers, hair, &c. The fingers of the 
women when they dance are ornamented with 
long feathers, which are fastened to them in 
such a way as to give to the hands some- 
what the appearance of wings. The motions 
are not by any means vivacious ; the women 
move their hands, pretending to be birds ; they 
wriggle their bodies about also in imitation 
of eels, and approach each other gradually 
in this way on one heel. Successive sets of 
dancers thus present themselves, and the 
feast is kept up usually for three days ; pork 
and potatoes being eaten, and cava drunk ; 
the singing of native songs is often added to 
increase and vary the enjoyment. 

All the natives of the Marquesas havq 
numerous names. Daniel himself had thirty, 
which belonged, in fact, to a graver class of 
nicknames. His most common title (I write 
it from the sound), was Touanahheematehoei, 
or (Tou-an-a-e-ma-te-o-ey), which meant “ the 
great chief.” 

There was no lack of food. The people 
cultivated the (sweet) potato with success, 
and had plenty of yams and bread-fruit. 
They caught numbers of fish, and kept a 
great many swine. 

'The savages were very fond of talking. 
When he knew their language, a number of 
them would come to Daniel, set him in the 
midst, and call upon him to tell them stories, 
to which they would sit and listen quietly for 
hours. “ They wanted to know all about 
America, and white people ; whether he had 
a wife at home, and the like.” On one occa- 
sion they asked whether he would take them 
with him to America. “ Yes,” he said, “ but 
you would cry if I did.” “ Ah, yes,” they 
answered, “ that is true ; we should cry after 
our fathers and mothers — we should cry to 
come back to our lands. The whites,” they 
said, “ must surely think very little of their 
fathers and mothers ; or must leave them 
when they are very young, or they never 
could go sailing all over the world as they do. 
If we attempted it, we should be always cry- 
ing either after our parents or our children.” 

Such conversations made the young white 
chief a great favorite with his tribe, and he 
obtained such influence among them, that he 
believes he could have prevented them from 
again attacking other whites, tie never went 
to war with them, however ; “ he had too much 


respect for bis own safety; he never knew 
what might happen.” His wives “ thought 
a very great deal about him, and if they 
fancied he had ever thought of going out to 
fight, they would have set on him, and bound 
him fast in his own house.” tie always told 
them, that if he went away, he would come 
back again ; and he believes, therefore, that 
they are still expecting him. He lived very 
happily with his house-full of wives, dividing 
his attentions very equally among them, ana 
.allowing due rani to “ the princess.” tie 
was well tibated by the men. 

The natives do a little trading among them- 
selves; the articles of barter being chiefly 
pigs and tappa cloth, fish-hooks, muskets, 
powder, and things of that kind. Their sur- 
gical skill is small ; but they have good con- 
stitutions upon which to practiso, and seem 
to have learned certain good principles. The 
chief demand for the doctor's art is in the 
cure of musket-wounds, in which the treat- 
ment is to keep the track of the ball as clean 
as possible. 

The tribe with which Daniel herded was, 
if I recollect rightly, named tho Cuuachas, 
and his residence was on the island called 
by the natives Motani. He gave me, however, 
tne names of the surrounding islands at the 
same time, and I am not quite sure that I 
have retained the proper one ; but it was 
either Mat or Magdalena. The others are 
Mftgdalena, Fatuiva, Toowata, Domenique, 
Rahuga, and Nukuhiva. 

In answer to a question as to the possibility 
of civilizing his old friends, he saia that the 
French haa established a settlement on Ra- 
huga (I think), where they had remained 
during five years. They built a small fort, 
European houses, and churches ; but finding 
the place too expensive, or for some other 
reason, they then abandoned it. During the 
night after their departure, all the natives 
who had been friendly with the French were 
either killed or taken prisoners, and on the 
next day all the houses and other edifices 
that could be destroyed were pulled to pieces, 
and the prisoners were landed on another 
island ; so the place became again as wild as 
it was before the French had it in charge. 
There are some French still in Rhuiva, and 
some French missionaries in Ruapo. 

Having in my remembrance Herman Mel- 
ville’s story of adventures in the Marquesas, 
I asked my patient about Typee or Huppar. 
He informed me that there was a Typee Bay 
in Nukiva (Nukuhiva), where the people 
were very savage, and that he had heard of 
tiappa in Domenique. tie had heard also of 
tianapa Bay, where a white man named 
Brown hod been killed who had left his vessel 
there. 

After Daniel had been on the island about 
six years, he and another white from another 
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island began, with the assistance of the 
natives, to build a schooner, with which they 
hoped to trade with California, and the west 
coast of America. 'When they had been at 
work for about six months, Daniel, attacked 
with dysentery, became very low and weak. 
At that time an American ship passed the 
island, and a boat came ashore (the men being 
well armed) in search of wood and water. 
Daniel went on board the ship, telling the 
natives that be should return. Had they 
thought him anxious to escape from them 
they would, no doubt, have kept him prisoner 
until the ship was gone. He went on board, 
the captain promised fair to him, and so he 
led the island ; not, he says, without some 
regret. It is now nineteen months since he 
escaped. 

The man is a well-looking fellow (barring 
the marks upon his face), and it is, perhaps, 
worthy of remark, that he has a peculiarly 
soft voice; which, I cannot help thinking, 
must have been formed or improved by his 
long residence amongst a people whose lan- 
guage is without harsh sounds or gutturals. 


From Punch. 

The Palmerstonian Catechisms. — Lord Pal- 
merston having announced that it would, in his 
opinion, be a most desirable thing that all can- 
didates for Diplomatic Offices should be duly 
educated for their work, and should, from time 
to time, undergo Examinations, in order to prove 
that they are properly qualified, Mr. Punch and 
his lordship have framed a series of questions, 
with which Lord Clarendon, the Foreign Secre- 
tary, has instructed our representatives to pro- 
vide themselves, and to which they are to be pre- 
pared to reply. The following are addressed to 
the young gentlemen who call themselves At- 
taches : — 

1. Can you understand French when it is 
spoken to you ? 

2. Do you ordinarily comprehend an epigram, 
or, if not, can you look as if you did ? 

8. Have you made yourself master of the great 
doctrines of Cookery, of the lives of its professors 
And martyrs, and of the principal points in cu- 
linary polemics ? 

4. Can you copy a despatch, without its con- 
tents leaving the slightest impression on your 
mind ? 

6. Give specimens of the properly contemptu- 
ous tone in which an Attache speaks of his Am- 
bassador behind the back of the latter. 

6. Give imitations of the Ambassadress, or of 
any other member of the Ambassador’s establish- 
ment. 

7. By what excuses do you chiefly evade duty 
when you want to ride, pay a visit, or go to the 
Opera, instead of completing the papers entrusted 
to you, and how do you establish a good under- 
standing with the physician to the Embassy ? 

8. Suppose, by some unhappy accident, you 
were made Charge d'affaires in the absence of 
your chief, and naturally wished to show your 


zeal and talent, in what way would you try to 
get up a misunderstanding ? 

9. Write a despatch acknowledging the receipt 
of documents. 

10. Now, revise that despatch, and correct the 
grammar and the spelling. 

11. Revise it again, and try and make it say 
what you mean. 

12. Copy it, without leaving out the principal 
word. 

13. State your chief reasons for hating the 
Secretary. 

14. State whether, in society, you assume the 
extreme butterfly, or the profound diplomat, and 
whether you talk entr'acte or protocol. Give 
specimens of each style. 

16. State, upon oath, whether you ever re- 
ported yourself to have rather mystified Princess 
L . If not, what do you think of the diplo- 

matic chances of the Honorable Cnrn&by Spoon- 
bill, who, at 22, boasted to that effect in Carlton 
Gardens ? 

16. What, do you suppose, is the use of you ? 


From the Ladies* Companion. 
TO ONE AFAR. 

BT GRACE GREENWOOD. 

0 strong and pure of soul ! — 0 earnest-hearted ! 
Like stranger pilgrims At some wayside shrine 

Have we two met, and mingled faith, and parted, 
Thy pathway leading far away from mine. 

The soul of ancient song is round thee swelling, 
To triumph-marches leading on the hours ; 
Thy life hath Tempe shades, where gods are 
dwelling, 

, Where founts Costalian play among the flowers. 

But faintly may the voices of the ages 

Come to my yearning but (imperfect sense — 
The strength of heroes and the lore of sages, 

The fire of song, the storm of eloquence. 

Thy thoughts, their grand vibrations far out- 
flinging 

Like church-tower bells ring out the morning 
chime. 

While flow my numbers like the gleeful singing 
Of peasant maidens at the vintage time. 

Grandeur and power are shrined within thy 
spirit ; 

It moves in deeps and joys, in storm and 
night — 

While mine, of simpler mould, may but inherit 
The love of all things beautiful and bright. 

Truth’s earnest seeker, thou — I Fancy’s rover : 
Thy life is like a river deep and wide : 

1 but the light-winged wild bird passing over, 
One moment mirrored in the rushing tide. 

Thus were we parted — thou still onward hast- 
ing. 

Pouring the great flood of that life along ; 
While I on sunny slopes am careless wasting 
The little summer of my time of song. 
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THE SCULPTOR’S CAREER. 

III. — RUINED FOR AN ARTIST. 

Flaxkan had been married but a few week*, 
when N one day he returned home to his young 
wife, full of sadness at heart. There was a 
cloud on his brow, so unusual, that she at 
once proceeded to inquire into the cause. 
Flaxman sat down beside her, took her hand, 
and said, with a smile — 

44 Ann, I am ruined for an artist ! ” 

“ How so, John ? Ilow has it happened, 
and who has done it ?” 

“ It happened,” he replied, 44 in the church, 
and Ann Denham has done it ! I met Sir 
Joshua Reynolds just now, and he told me, 
point-blank, that marriage had ruined me in 
my profession.” 

44 Nonsense, John ; it is only one of Sir 
Joshua’s theories. He is a bachelor himself, 
and cannot understand nor judge of the quiet 
satisfaction and happiness of married life.” 

44 Oh ! he firmly believes it, I can assure 
you. Sir Joshua thinks no man can be a 
great artist, unless he visits Rome, and edu- 
cates his taste by a contemplation of the 
great models of antiquity. He is constantly 
telling the students at the Academy that if 
they would excel, they must bring the whole 
powers of their mind to bear upon their art, 
from the moment they rise until they go to 
bed.” 

“ What ! and leave no room, no corner, for 
the affections? Don’t believe him, John; 
don’t be cast down. You are a true artist, 
and you will be a great one.” 

44 But he says no ipan can be a great artist 
unless he studies the grand style of art ih 
the magnificent works of Michael Angelo and 
Rafuele, in the Vatican. Now, J,” drawing 
up his small figure to its full height — 44 1 
would be a great artist.” 

44 And you shall be ! You, too, if that be 
necessary, shall study at Rome, in the Vat- 
ican. I will never have it said that Ann 
Denham ruined you for an artist.” 

44 But how ?” asked Flaxman — 44 how to 
get to Rome?” 

44 1 will tell you how. Work and econo- 
mize. If you will leave the latter to me, we 
shall soon be able to spare the means for a 
visit to Rome — and together, mind ! Ann 
Denham must go and look after her ruined 
artist.” 

And she shook her curls, and gave one of 
her bright, hearty laughs. 

44 Ann,” said he — and Flaxman took his 
wife’s hand in his — 44 what Reynolds has 
•aid to-day, and what you have said now, 
have determined me. I will go to Rome, and 
show the president that wedlock is for a man’s 
good rather than his harm, and you shall 
accompany me.” 

She was a noble, true-hearted woman this 


t 

wife of Flaxman ’8. The artist was, in the 
course of his life, fortunate beyond most men 
in the friendships which he formed with 
estimable women ; but his wife stood higher 
than them all in his estimation ; for she was 
friend, fellow-student, companion, comforter, 
and wife, all in one. Like him, Ann Flaxman 
had a fine taste for art ; she also knew some- 
thing of Greek, and was well skilled in 
French and Italian. Withal, she was a 
frugal, well-managing w’ife ; and could keep 
her own kitchen and parlor as tidy as she did 
her husband’s studio. She could knit and 
mend as well as draw, and cook a Yorkshire 
pudding as deftly as she could read a passage 
from Racine or Anastusio. Her household 
was a model of neatness and taste, and there 
always seemed to reign within it a devout 
quiet and perfect tranquillity. 

Patiently and happily this loving couple 

f ilodded on during five years in that humble 
ittle home in W^ardour Street ; always with 
the long journey to Rome before them. It 
was never lost sight of for a moment, and not 
a penny was uselessly spent that could be 
saved towards the expenses of the visit. 
They said no word to any one about their 
project ; solicited no aid from the Academy ; 
but trusted only to their own patient labor 
and love to pursue and achieve their object. 
During this time, Flaxman exhibited but few 
works. He could not afford marble to experi- 
ment on original works; but he obtained 
occasional commissions for monuments, by 
the profits of which he maintained himself. 
One of his first works of this kind was the 
monument in memory of Collins the poet, 
now placed in Chichester Cathedral. Ilis 
monument to Mrs. Morley, for Gloucester 
Cathedral, was greatly admired, and tended 
to increase his reputation and extend his busi- 
ness. He also continued to supply the Messrs. 
Wedgwood, of Etruria, with designs for 
pottery-ware, many of which have since been 
revived, and a considerable number of them 
were exhibited at the Great Exhibition in 
1851. About this time, Flaxman executed 
lor the same gentleman a set of designs of 
chessmen, of exquisite beauty, which are 
worthy of being more extensively known. 

Five years passed, and Flaxman set out, 
in company of* his wife, for the Eternal City. 
Like all other artists who visit Rome, he was 
astonished by the splendor of the Vatican 
and the Sistine Chapel, and the surpassing 
beauty and grandeur of the works which they 
contained. He could not fail greatly to profit 
by his visit. He applied himself eagerly to 
study, laboring meanwhile, like most other 
poor artists wno visit Rome, to maintain him- 
self by bis daily labor. It was at this time 
that he composed his beautiful designs illus- 
trative of Homer, iEschylus, and Dante, for 
English purchasers; ana we rejoice to see that 
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the illustrations of Homer have recently been 
accessible to all classes of purchasers.* He 
was, doubtless, greatly aided in the composi- 
tion of these designs by the numerous antique 
bas-reliefs on Greek and Etruscan vases and 
sarcophagi, which he had now an opportunity 
of studying. But though he thus satiated 
his fancy with the spirit of the days of old, 
he threw his own inventive genius into his 
works. He created, and did not copy. The 
one was to him far easier and infinitely more 
delightful than the other. 

What does the reader think were Flaxman ’s 
terms for executing these rare and beautiful 
illustrations of Homer? Fifteen shillings 
apiece ! This was the price paid for them by 
Mrs. Ilare Nayler. But Flaxman needed the 
money, and he worked for art's sake os well. 
The money earned by the sale of his designs 
enabled him meanwhile to find bread and 
raiment for himself and wife, and to go on- 
ward in the prosecution of his darling studies. 
But the Homeric designs brought him more 
than money. They brought him fame and 
eclat, and friends and patrons began to flock 
to his studio. The munificent Thomas Hope 
commissioned him to execute the group of 
Cephalus and Aurora, which now adorns the 
fine collection of his son in Piccadilly. About 
the same time the Bishop of Derry (Earl of 
Bristol) ordered of him a group from Ovid’s 
Metamorphoses , representing the fury of 
Athamos ; but the price paid for it was such 
as to leave the artist a loser. The Countess 
Spencer commissioned the set of designs after 
.Eschylus, at a guinea each, and Mr. Hope 
took the set illustrative of Dante at the same 
price. These works brought more fame than 
money ; still Flaxman could live, his loving 
wife ever by his side. 

Some years thus passed, when Flaxman 
resolved to return to England, to show that 
wedlock hod not “ ruined him for an artist.’' 
Bonaparte had struck one or two of his terri- 
ble blows on (he further side of the Alps, and 
the English were all crowding home. But 
before he left Italy the academies of Florence 
and Carrara recognized Flaxman ’s merits by 
electing him a member. 

Soon after his return to England, and almost 
before he had settled down into full employ- 
ment as a sculptor, he paid one of the most 
tender and delicate tributes to his wife that 
artist ever paid. It was his own way of 
acknowledging the love and the admirable 
qualities of his wife, and proud indeed she 
must have been with the gift as of the giver. 
He got a quarto book made, containing some 
score of leaves, and on the first page he drew 
the design of a dove with on olive-branch in 
her mouth, guardian angels on either side, 
with the words written underneath — “ To 

* In the National llluttratsd Library . Ingram, 
Cooke, and Co. 
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Ann Flaxman. ” Beneath this was the rep- 
resentation of two hands clasped as at an 
altar, and a garland borne by two cherubs 
carried the following inscription — “The 
anniversary of your birthday calls on me to be 
grateful for fourteen happy years passed in 
your society. Accept the tribute of these 
sketches, which, under the allegory of a 
knight-errant *8 adventures, indicate the trials 
of virtue and the conquest of vice, preparatory 
to a happier state of existence. John Flax- 
man, Oct. 2, 1790.” The designs in the book 
were forty in number, two on each page. 
They are still preserved, and arc so full of 
grace and beauty — they tell the story of 
trial, endurance, faith, hope, and courage, so 
well, that we wish some adventurous pub- 
lisher would undertake now to give them to 
the world. Wa are of opinion that Flaxman ‘s 
remarkable genius — his imaginative and ar- 
tistic qualities — are more vividly exhibited 
in these and others of his designs than even 
in his most elaborate sculptured works. 

Flaxman often used to say in jest before 
his friends — “Well, Sir Joshua was wrong 
in his prophecy, after all. You see wedlock 
did not ruin me for an artist. Did it, Ann 1” 
Ann's reply may easily be imagined. 

iv. — success. 

The sculptor, oh his return from Rome, took 
up his aboae at No. 7, Fitzroy Square, Buck- 
ingham Street, and he remained there until 
his death, thirty years after. His small 
studio, in which so many noble works were 
elaborated, still exists. His fame had pre- 
ceded him to England, and he found no want 
of lucrative employment now. While at 
Rome, he had been commissioned to execute 
his famous monument in memory of Lord 
Mansfield, and it was erected in the north 
transept of Westminster Abbey shortly after 
his return. It stands there in majestic gran- 
deur, a monument to the genius of Flaxman 
himself — calm, simple, and severe. No 
wonder that Banks, the sculptor, then in the 
heyday of his fame, exclaimed when he saw 
it — “ This little man cuts us all out!” 

When the bigwigs of the Royal Academy 
heard of Flaxman ’s return, and especially 
when they had an opportunity of seeing ana 
admiring his noble portrait-statue of Mans- 
field, they were eager to have him enrolled 
among their number. The Royal Academy 
has always had the art of “ running to the 
help of the. strongest,” and when an artist 
has proved that he can achieve a reputation 
without the Academy, then is the Academy 
most anxious to “ patronize ” him. The 
Academy, it will be remembered, had given 
its gold medal to his unworthy competitor, 
Engleheart, passing by his own far superior 
work. He bad then felt bitterly vexea, but 
determined that the next time he modelled 
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for the Academy it should be as a master — he 
would deserve and he would command their 
applause. Perhaps, too, he had not forgotten 
the president’s cruel cut when Flaxman told 
him he had married — “ You are ruined for 
life as an artist.” Well ! he had got over 
both these slights. The wounds had healed 
kindly, and he had nqf desire to keep alive 
the grievance. He allowed his name to be 
proposed in the candidates’ list of associates, 
and was immediately elected. In the course 
of the same year (179J) he exhibited his 
monument of Sir William Jones, and several 
bas-reliefs from the New v Testament, which 
were greatly admired. 

His progress was now rapid, and he was 
constantly employed. Perseverance and study 
had made him great, und he went on from 
triumph to triumph. 

In the heyday of his fame, some years after 
his return to England, Flaxman conceived the 
design of a colossal statue to the naval power 
of Britain, which he proposed should be 
erected, two hundred feet in height, on Green- 
wich Hill. The idea was a grand one — that 
of a majestic landmark for mariners, over- 
looking the tide of British commerce, on 
which the wealth of all lands was borne upon 
the busy Thames into the lap of England, and 
standing, as it were? sentinel over the last 
retreat of British naval heroes. But the 
design was too grand for his age, and though 
a committee deliberated upon it, they treated 
it as the dream of a poet, and dismissed it os 
unworthy of further notice. Some future gen- 
eration may, however, yet embody Flaxman ’s 
pohle idea of a colossal Britannia on Green- 
wich Hill. Surely the power of Britain 
might as well be exhibited m some snch en- 
during national work of art, as that of the 
kingdom of Bavaria in the now world-famous 
staliio at Munich ! 

Flaxman ’s monuments are known nearly 
all over England. Their mute poetry beauti- 
fies most of our cathedrals ana many of our 
rural churches. Whatever work of this kind 
he executed, he threw a soul and meaning 
into it, embodying some high Christian idea 
of charity, of love, of resignation, of affection, 
or of kindness. In monuments such as these 
his peculiar genius preeminently shone. 
There is a tenderness and graco about them 
which no other artist has been able to surpass 
or even to equal. His rapid sketches illus- 
trative of the Lord’s Prayer, published in 



successful, though his monuments to Reynolds 
and Nelsoo, in St. Paul’s Cathedral, are noble 
works, which will always be admired. 

At the Peace of Amiens, Flaxman formed 
one of the crowd of Englishmen who flocked 
over to Paris to admire the treasures of the 


Louvre, which had been plundered from nearly 
all European countries. Flaxman entertained 
a hearty English dislike to Napoleon. When 
at Rome, some young French officers showed 
him a medal of Bonaparte, then only a gen- 
eral officer. Flaxman looked at the head, 
and said : “This citizen Bonaparte of yours 
is the very image of Augustus Caesar !” The 
sculptor never got over his dislike to the man ; 
and though, when at Paris, the First Consul 
wished to be introduced to him, Flaxman 
refused. Still greater was his repugnance to 
the French Republican painter ana sculptor 
David, in whom Flaxman saw an atrocious 
Jacobin and a declared atheist ; and he turned 
from his proffered civilities with only half- 
concealed disgust. Flaxman was himself so 
pure of heart, so simple and so gentle, that 
the very idea of such a man set him a-loath- 
ing. 

He returned to England, and continued his 
great career ; pursuing at the same time his 
fife of quiet affection at home, in the company 
of his wife and in thefreauent evening soci- 
ety of the poetic Blake ana the gifted Stoth- 
ara, who continued among his most intimate 
friends. He would often amuse those gath- 
ered about him in his family circle by com- 

B little stories in sketches, serious and 
pie — an art in which he himself found 
great pleasure. In this spirit he composed 
his story and illustrations of The Casket, 
encouraged to do so by his poetic friend the 
sculptor Banks, The story runs in rhyme of 
Flaxman ’s making, and there is often a good 
deal of auiet humor in his fancies. 

In 1810, our hero came out in a new char- 
acter. The little boy who lfod begun his 
studies behind the poor plaster-cast-seller s 
shop -counter in New Street, Covent Garden, 
was now a man of high intellect and recog- 
nized supremacy in art, to instruct aspiring 
students, in the character of Professor of 
Sculpture to the Royal Academy ! And no 
man better deserved to fill that distinguished 
office ; for no man is better able to instruct 
others than he who, for himself and by his 
own almost unaided efforts, has overcome all 
difficulties. The witty and caustic Fuseli 
used to talk of the lectures as “ sermons by 
the Reverend John Flaxman for the sculp- 
tor was a very religious man, which Fuseli 
was not, and was a zealous Swedenborgian in 
the latter part of his life. But Flaxman ac- 
quitted himself well in the professorial chair, 
as any one who reads his instructive Lectures 
on Sculpture , now published, may ascertain 
for himself. His literary talents were furthor 
called into requisition in supplying articles 
on subjects connected with sculpture to Fees 
Encyclopaedia. 

We must now draw our sketch to. a dose. 
After a long, peaceful, and happy life, Flax- 
man found himself growing old. Tb® i 088 
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which he sustained by the death of his af- 
fectionate wife, Ann, was a severe shock to 
him ; but he survived her several years, during 
which lie executed bis celebrated “ Shield of 
Achilles ” and his noble “ Archangel Michael 
vanquishing Satan,” — perhaps his two great- 
est works. lie also executed some beautiful 
statuettes for Mr. Rogers, the poet, now to be 
found in his celebrated collection. 

Ilis early friends were now all dead ; his 
home was comparatively desolate — and it is 
sad for an old man, however full of fame, to 
be left in the world alone. One day a stran- 
ger entered his room. “ Sir,” said the visit- 
ant, presenting to him a book, “ this work 
was sent to me by the author, an Italian 
artist, to present to you, and, at the same 
time, to apologize to you for its extraordinary 
dedication, ft was so generally believed in 
Italy that you were dead, that my friend 
determined to show the world how much he 
esteemed your genius ; and having this book 
ready for publication, he had inscribed it To 
the shade of Flaxman. No sooner was the 
book published than the story of your death 
was contradicted ; and the author, affected 
by his mistake, which, nevertheless, he re- 
joices at, begs you will receive his work and 
his apology. • 

A remarkable circumstance of a somewhat 
similar character is recorded in the Ufe of 
Mozart , and in this case it proved equally 
prophetic. On the very next day he was 
seized by fatal illness, and in less than a 
week he breathed his last ; — the most gifted 
genius in sculpture that England has yet 
produced. 


From the N. Y. Times, 5th April. 

ANOTHER GONE OYER TO THE SPIRITS. 

The spirits have rapped another famous 
man ’8 knuckles, and he confesses he thinks 
them no humbug. The marvellous tidings 
come by way of yesterday’s Washington In- 
telligencer. An article in that paper, entitled 
“ Impostures and Delusions,” names the 
Rochester Knockings, with their kindred train 
of rascalities and abominations, as within the 
category of disordors which it may become 
necessary to suppress by the strong hand of 
the law. This and like statements are suffi- 
cient to draw out from Hon. N. P. Tallmadge 
a letter vindicating himself from the asper- 
sions cast on him (though not on him partic- 
ularly), in which he professes full faith in the 
new spiritual philosophy. It was the abuse 
of his old friend, Judge Edmonds, that first 
directed his attention to the subject, and, in 
passing, he paused to say of the judge, that 
“ ho unites the qualities of two of the highest 

* Allan Cunningham's Lives of the Painters. 
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luminaries of the English bench, namely, 
the profundity of Bacon with the intuition of 
Mansfield.” The rappists may well plume 
themselves on the acquisition of such a lumi- 
nary to their circles. 

lJut the senator gives us a further exposi- 
tion of his views and his growth in wisdom 
through a letter which he wrote to Senator 
James F. Simmons. Having determined to in- 
vestigate the matter, and fancying that he 
could bring to it a reasonable talent of inves- 
tigation and a pretty good share of common 
sense, he sits down to question the medium. 
And not in the vulgar way that others do did 
he put their questions, but he propounded all 
of them mentally , which prevented any impo- 
sition upon him by the medium, and possioly 
might serve another purpose also. Nothing 
weak or frivolous either were the messages re- 
ceived from the spirit- world. They were lofty 
and elevated, characteristic of the honorable 
individuals who despatched them. “ I have 
had frequent communications,” he says, 
“purporting to come from my old friend, 
John C. Calhoun, which his intimate friends 
would pronounce perfectly characteristic of 
him ; and some of them, both in style and 
sentiment, worthy of him in his palmiest days 
in the Senate of the United States. I have 
had similar ones, purporting to come from 
Henry Clay and Daniel Wobster, of the same 
elevated order, and peculiarly characteristic 
of the individual. I have seen rapping me- 
diums, writing mediums, and speaking me- 
diums, and have received communications 
through all'of them. I have witnessed phys- 
ical manifestations, 6uch as the movement 
of tables, without any visible agency. These 
physical manifestations are more satisfactory 
to the mass of mankind, because they appeal 
directly to the senses. I am better pleased 
myself with the moral , if I may so calf them, 
than the physical manifestations. ” 

He is disposed to think that Reicbarbach’s 
odic force may enter somewhat into these 
physical manifestations ; but, if so, it is only 
the mediqin through which minds may com- 
municate, just as the electric fluid conveys 
but does not make the despatch which one m 
New York receives from his friend in Wash- 
ington. 

He has received from Mr. Calhoun a mes- 
sage, wherein he says : “ We [spirits] by 
our united will acting in flesh, influence them 
to perform duties which benefit mankind.” 
Out of these mystic words the ex-senator ex- 
tracts confirmation of the belief which, he says, 
is general among all Christian denominations, 
that spirits visit the earth, attend us, impress 
us, and afford us protection from dangers seen 
and unseen. Now,, he asks, is it any great 
stretch of that belief to suppose that a mode 
may have been discovered Dy which spirits 
can communicate with us in addition to at- 
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tending and impressing us, and that they are 
permitted to do so? Since the spirit-world 
is a world of “ everlasting progression,” the 
conclusion is to bis mind perfectly rational 
and philosophical. It will be seen, then, that 
the senator is fairly in for the rappings. . He 
does not cease now from his investigations, 
but promises if hereafter the preponderance 
of evidence shall incline to the other side, 
to announce that result as readily. Such a 
document as these letters constitute, would 
once have been deemed astonishing ; but now 
they only strike us as additional evidences of 
the lamentable depths to which credulity will 
cast down the strongest minds when circum- 
stances favor the fall. As to the mental ques- 
tioning and the characteristic answers, we 
have all seen children amusing themselves 
with putting questions to their dolls — their 
mediums — to which perfectly characteristic 
answers never failed to respond ; but we were 
not wont to fancy that the spirits of dead 
babes answered for the little waxen images, 
nor that their baby talk should be auotea in 
evidence of a spiritual theory. When men 
who have been busy with the world, who 
have spent years in grappling its stem act- 
ualities, retire to their closets and encourage 
their lively imaginations to go out on ex- 
ploring expeditions, they are not often desti- 
tute of very fanciful reports from the dream- 
land of their ramblings. We opine moreover 
that the old nursery rule would not work 
badly for the intelligence of this generation, 
which required that the dreamer snould keep 
his dream to himself, as telling it bred a 
wilder one for the succeeding night. The 
ridiculers of the spiritual nonsense, some- 
times by courtesy called philosophy, have 
iven great weight to the fact that every age 
as its share of charlatans, mountebanks and 
deceivers. They have almost taken it for 
granted that those w ho plunged first into this 
stream that gushed out of Rochester were 
imposters. Tney might have been so, indeed. 
But, of these later converts, no sane man can 
entertain such a thought. There is no im- 
posture possible in (hem. They are men of 
integrity. We know them to be honest. 
They believe what they say. They think 
they see the visions they tell us oi. They 
think they hear the voices that resound only 
to their own ears. Alas! the more’s the 
pity ! When men come to start at sounds 
never uttered — to smile rapturously at sights 
not vouchsafed to others’ eyes — pity is the 
only emotion we experience.* In their supe- 
rior knowledge, we cannot envy them. Their 
more transcendent enjoyments we cannot coax 
ourselves to covet. 


The Washington and Reed Letters. — The 
tittle literary drama, which has been in progress 


for a few years on this subject, may be con- 
sidered as now at an end. On the authority of 
Mr. William B. Reed’s reprint of his grand- 
father’s letters from Washington, certain critics, 
known and unknown, attacked Mr. Sparks. 

1. For altering the text of Washington, in his 
edition. 

2. For attempting to conceal opinions of Wash- 
ington. 

3. For varying from Judge Marshall’s rale 
about passages omitted. 

Mr. Sparks has replied on general grounds 
before. The publication now of an exact tran- 
script of Mr. Reed’s MSS. enables him to show 
further, in a pamphlet just published, 

1. That Mr. Heed’s own edition of those MSS. 
was less accurate than his. 

2. That the most important passage of the 
alleged concealment, where “ Connecticut” was 
printed by Mr. Sparks instead of ” Continental,” 
was Mr. Sparks* accuracy, and Mr. Reed’s in- 
acouracy. — That “ Cobweb Scheme” — one of 
Mr. Sparks’ supposed additions — was in the 
original, and omitted by Mr. Reed. 

3. That Judge Marshall’s habit in making 
omissions was exactly the same as Mr. Sparks’. 

The curious reader finds also, in some hundred 
instances, specimens of the sort of variations be- 
tween the “ letter books” — Mr. Sparks* chief 
authority — and the letters sent by Washington. 
But the instances above spoken of, on which so 
much of the controversy has hinged, are from 
MSS. not copied in the letter books. 

Mr. Sparks* last pamphlet has been called 
forth by Mr. William B. Reed’s reprint of the 
original letters from Washington to Joseph Reed. 
It is a very thorough demolition of the whole case 
against him ; his single authority being the chief 
witness called by his critics. — Daily Advertiser, 


A History of England. By John Lingard, 
D. D. Boston : for sale by Burnham & Brothers. 

Volume one of this standard work is just out. 
The whole, reprinted from the last revised Lon- 
don copy, will be embraced in thirteen volumes. 
Dr. Lingard is noted as the Catholic historian of 
England. He was always a conscientious mem- 
ber of the Romish church, although he never had 
any concern with its dignities or government. 
To some portions of English history, of coarse, 
he gives a different coloring from that of the 
other celebrated historians. His work, therefore, 
is valuable as presenting one side of certain 
mooted questions, while it is generally held to be 
eminently reliable wherever religious prejudices 
had no chance to intervene. The present edition 
is a cheap one — the paper and type arc poor, 
but the general appearance is quite neat. — Post. 


Little and Bad. — Lord Campbell has inti- 
mated that the civic parasites of Louis Napoleon 
have been guilty of high treason. Considering 
the littleness of the whole affair, we think petty 
treason would be the more appropriate name 
for it. — Punch. 
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From Household Words. 

HOME FOR HOMELESS WOMEN. 

Firs years and a half ago certain ladies, 
grieved to think that numbers of their own 
sex were wandering about the streets in deg- 
radation, passing through and through the 
prisons all their lives, or hopelessly perishing 
in other wavs, resolved to try the experiment 
on a limited scale of a Home for the reclama- 
tion and emigration of w’omen. As it was clear 
to them that there copld be little or no hope 
in this country for the greater part of those 
who might become the objects of their charity, 
they determined to recei^ into their Home, 
only those who distinctly accepted this con- 
dition : That they came there to be ultimately 
sent abroad (wliither, was at the discretion 
of the ladies) ; and that they also came there, 
to remain for such length of time as might, 
according to the circumstances of each indi- 
vidual case, be considered necessary as a term 
of probation, and for instruction in the means 
of obtaining an honest livelihood. The ob- 
ject of the Home w'as two-fold. First, to re- 
place young w’omen w f ho had already lost 
their characters and lapsed into guilt, in a 
situation of hope. Secondly, to save other 
young women who were in danger of falling 
into fcne like condition, and give them an op- 
portunity of flying from crime when they and 
it stood face to face. 

The projectors of this establishment, in un- 
dertaking it, were sustained by nothing but the 
high object of making some unhappy women 
a blessing to themselves and others instead of 
a curse, and raising up among the solitudes 
of a new world some virtuous homes, much 
needed there, from the sorrow and ruin of the 
old. They had no romantic visions or extrava- 
gant expectations. They were prepared for 
many failures and disappointments, and to 
consider their enterprise rewarded, if they in 
time succeeded with oue third or one half the 
cases they received. 

As the experience of this small Institution, 
even under the many disadvantages of a 
beginning may be useful and interesting, 
this paper will contain an exact account of 
its progress and results. 

It was (and is) established in a detached 
house with a garden. The house was never 
designed for any such purpose, and is only 
adapted to it, in being retired and not im- 
mediately overlooked. It is capable of con- 
taining thirteen inmates besides two Super- 
intendents. Excluding from consideration ten 
young women now in the house, there have 
been received in all, since November eighteen 
hundred and forty-seven, fifty-six inmates. 
They have belonged to no particular class, 
but have been starving needlewomen of good 
Character, poor needlewomen who have robbed 
their furnished lodgings, violent girls com- 
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mitted to prison for disturbances in ill -con- 
ducted workhouses, poor girls from Ragged 
Schools, destitute girls who have applied at 
polite offices for relief, young women from 
the streets ; young women of the same class 
taken from the prisons after undergoing pun- 
ishment there as disorderly characters, or for 
shoplifting, or for thefts from the person ; do- 
mestic servants who have been seduced, and 
two young women held to bail for attempting 
suicide. No class has been favored more than 
another ; and misfortune and distress are a, 
sufficient introduction. It is not usual to re- 
ceive women of more than five or six-and- 
twenty ; the average age in the fifty-six coses 
would probably be about twenty. * In some 
instances there have been great personal at- 
tractions ; in others, the girls have been very 
homely and plain. The reception has been 
wholly irrespective of such sources of interest. 
Nearly all have been extremely ignorant. 

Of these fifty-six cases, seven went away 
by their own desire during their probation ; 
ten were sent away for misconduct in the 
Home ; seven ran away ; three emigrated and 
relapsed on the passage out ; thirty (of whom 
seven are now married) on their arrival in 
Australia or elsewhere, entered into good ser- 
vice, acquired a good character, and have done 
so well ever since as to establish a strong pre- 
possession in favor of others sent out from the 
same quarter. It will be seen from these 
figures that the failures are generally dis- 
covered in the Home itself, and that the 
amount of misconduct after the training and 
emigration, is remarkably small. And it is 
to be taken into consideration that many 
cases are admitted into the Home, of which 
there is, in the outset, very little hope, but 
which it is not deemed right to exclude from 
the experiment. 

The Home is managed by two Superintend- 
ents. The second in order acts under tho 
first, who has from day to day the supreme 
direction of the family. On the cheerfulness, 
quickness, good-temper, firmness and vigilance 
of these ladies, and on their never bickering, 
the successful working of the establishment 
in a great degree depends. Their position is 
one of high trust and responsibility, and re- 
quires not only an always accumulating ex- 
perience, but an accurate observation of every 
character about them. The ladies who estab- 
lished the Home, hold little confidential com- 
munication with the inmates, thinking the 
system better administered when it is undis- 
turbed by individuals. A committee, com- 
posed of a few gentlemen of experience, meets 
once a month to audit the accounts, receive 
the principal Superintendent’s reports, inves- 
tigate any unusual occurrence, and see all the 
inmates separately. None but the committee 
are present as they enter one by one, in order 
| that they may be under no restraint in any- 
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thing they wish to say. A complaint from evening, they sit all together at needlework, 
any of them is exceedingly uncommon. The and some one reads aloud. The books are 
history of every inmate, taken down from # her carefully chosen, but are always interesting, 
own mouth — usually after she has been some Saturday is devoted to an extraordinary 
little time in the Home — is preserved in a cleaning up and polishing of the whole estab- 
book. She is shown that what 6he relates of lishment, and to the distribution of clean 
herself she relates in confidence, and does not clothes ; every inmate arranging and pre- 
even communicate to the Superintendents, paring her own. Each girl also takes a bath 
She is particularly admonished by no means on Saturday. 

to communicate her history to any of the On Sundays they go to church in the neigh- 
other inmates ; all of whom have in their borhood, some to morning service, some to 
turns received a similar admonition. And afternoon service, some to both. They are 
she is encouraged to tell the truth, by having invariably accompanied by one of the Super- 
it explained to her that nothing in her story intendents. Wearing no uniform and not 
but falsehood can possibly affect her position being dressed alike, they attract little notice 
in the Home after she has been once aamitted. out of doors. Their attire is that of respect- 
The work of the Horae is thus divided, able plain servants. On Sunday evenings 
They rise, both in summer and winter, at they receive religious instruction from the 
six o’clock. Morning prayers and Scripture principal Superintendent. They also receive 
reading take place at a quarter before eight, regular religious instruction from a clergyman 
Breakfast is had immediately afterwards, on one day in every week, and on two days in 
Dinner at one. Tea at six. Evening prayers every alternate week. They are constantly 
are said at half-post eight. The hour of employed, and always overlooked, 
going to bed is nine. Supposing the Home They are allowed to be visited under the 
to be full, ten are employed upon the house- following restrictions ; if by their parents, 
hold work ; two in the bed-rooms ; two in once in a month ; if by other relatives or 
the general living room ; two in the Superin- friends, once in three months. The principal 
ten dents’ rooms; two in the kitchen (who Superintendent is present at all such inter- 
cook) ; two in tho scullery ; three at needle- views, and hears the conversation. It is not 
work. Straw-plaiting has been occasionally often found that the girls and their friends 
taught besides. On washing-days, five are have much to say to one another ; any display 
employed in the laundry, throe of whom are of feeling on these occasions is rare. It is 
taken from the needle-work, and two are told generally observed that the inmates seem 
off from the household-work. The nature rather relieved than otherwise when the in- 
and order of each girl’s work is changed every terviows are over. 

week, so that she may become practically ac- They can write to relatives, or old teachers, 
quainted with the whole routine of household or persons known to have been kind to them, 
duties. They take it in turns to bake the bread once a month on application to the committee, 
which is eaten in the house. In every room, It seldom happens that a girl who has any 
every Monday morning, there is hung up, person in the world to correspond with fails 
framed and glazod, the names of the girls who to take advantage of this opportunity. All 
are in charge there for the week, and who are, letters despatched from the Home are read and 
consequently, responsible for its neat condition posted by the principal Superintendent. All 
and the proper execution of the work belong- letters received are likewise read by the Su- 
ing to it. This is found to inspire them with nerintendent ; but she does not open them, 
a greater pride in good housewifery, and a Every such letter is opened by the girl to 
greater sense of shame in the reverse. whom it is addressed, who reads it first, in 

The book-education' is of a very plain kind, the Superintendent’s presence. It never hap- 
08 they have generally much to learn in the pens that they wish to reserve the contents ; 
commonest domestic duties, and are often they are always anxious to impart them to her 
singularly inexpert in acquiring them. They immediately. This seems to be one of their 
read and write, and cipher. School is held chief pleasures in receiving letters, 
every morning at half-post ten (Saturday They make and mond their own clothes, 
excepted) for two hours. The Superintend- but do not keep them. In many cases they 
ents are the teachers. The times for recrea- are not for some time to bo trusted with such 
tion are half an hour between school time and a charge ; in other cases, when temper is 
dinner, and an hour after dinner ; half an awakened, the possession of a shawl ana bon- 
hoar before tea, and an hour after tea. In net would often lead to an abrupt departure, 
the winter, these intervals are usually em- which the unfortunate creature would ever 

{ doyed in light fancy work, the making of afterwards regret. To distinguish between 
ittle presents for their friends, Ac. In the these cases and others of a more promising 
fine summer weather they are passed in the nature, would be to make invidious distinc- 
garden, where they take exercise, and have tions, than which nothing could be more 
their little ffcwor-bed*. In the afternoon and { prejudicial to the Home, as the objocts of its 
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car© are invariably sensitive and jealous. For 
these various reasons their clothes are kept 
under lock and key in a wardrobe room. 
They have a great pride in the state of their 
clothes, and the neatness of their persons. 
Those who have no such pride on their admis- 
sion, are sure to acquire it. 

Formerly, when a girl accepted for admis- 
sion had clothes of her own to wear, she was 
allowed to be admitted in them, and they 
were put by for her ; though within the In- 
stitution she always wore the clothing it pro- 
vides. It was found, however, that a girl 
with a hankering after old companions rather 
relied on these reserved clothes, and that she 
put them on with an air, if she went away or 
were dismissed. They now invariably come, 
therefore, in clothes belonging to the Home, 
and bring no other clothing with them. A 
suit of the commonest apparel has been pro- 
vided for the next inmate who may leave 
during her probation, or be sent away ; and 
it is thought that the sight of a girl departing 
so disgraced, will have a good effect on those 
who remain. Cases of dismissal or departure 
are becoming more rare, however, as the 
Home increases in experience, and no occasion 
for making the experiment has yet arisen. 

When the Home had been opened for some 
time, it was resolved to adopt a modification 
of Captain Macconnochie’s mark system ; so 
arranging the mark-table as to render it diffi- 
cult for a girl to lose marks under any one of 
its beads, without also losing under nearly all 
the others. The mark-table is divided into 
the nine following heads. Truthfulness, In- 
dustry, Temper, Propriety of Conduct and 
Conversation, Temperance, Order, Punctual- 
ity, Economy, Cleanliness. The word Tem- 
perance is not used in the modem slang ac- 
ceptation, but in its enlarged meaning as 
defined by Johnson, from the English of 
Spenser : Moderation, patience, calmness, se- 
dateness, moderation of passion.’ 1 A sepa- 
rate account for every day is kept with every 
girl as to each of these items. If her con- 
duct be without objection, she is marked in 
each column, three — excepting the truthful- 
ness and temperance columns in which, saving 
under extraordinary circumstances, she is only 
marked two : the temptation to err in those 
particulars, being considered low under the 
circumstances of the life she leads in the 
Home. If she be particularly deserving under 
any of the other heads, she is marked the 
highest number — four. If her deserts be 
low, she is marked only one, or not marked at 
all. If her conduct under any head have 
been, during the day, particularly objection- 
able, she receives a bad mark (marked in red 
ink, to distinguish it at a glance from the 
others) which destroys forty gwd marks. The 
value of the good marks is six shillings and 
sixpence per thousand ; the earnings of each 
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girl are withheld until she emigrates, in order 
to form a little fund for her first subsistence 
on her disembarkation. The inmates are 
found without an exception to valuo their 
marks highly. A bad mark is very infre- 
quent, and occasions great distress in tbe 
recipient and great excitement in the com- 
munity. In case of dismissal or premature 
departure from the Home, all the previous 
gain in marks is forfeited. If a girl be ill 
through no fault of her own, she is marked, 
during her illness, according to her average 
marking. But if she is ill through her own 
act (as in a recent case, where a girl set 
herself on fire, through carelessness and a 
violation of the rules of the house) she is 
credited with no marks until she is again in 
a condition to earn them. The usual earnings 
in a year are about equal to the average 
wages of the commoner class of domestic 
servant. 

I They are usually brought to the Home by 
I the principal Superintendent in a coach. From 
! whomsoever they come, they generally weep 
on the road, and are silent and depressed. 
The average term of probation is about a 
year ; longer when the girl is very slow to 
loam what she is taught. When the time of 
her emigration arrives, the same lady accom- 
panies her on board ship. They usually go 
out, three or four together, with a letter of 
recommendation to some influential person at 
their destination ; sometimes they are placed 
under the charge of a respectable family of 
emigrants ; sometimes they act os nurses or os 
servants to individual ladies with children, on 
board. In these capacities they have given 
great satisfaction. Their grief at parting 
from the Superintendent is always strong, 
and frequently of a heart-rending kind. They 
are also exceedingly affected by their sepa- 
ration from the Home ; usually going round 
and round the garden first, as if they clung to 
every tree and shrub in it. Nevertheless, 
individual attachments among them are rare, 
though strong affections have arisen when 
they have afterwards encountered in distant 
solitudes. Some touching oircumstances have 
occurred, where unexpected recognitions of 
this kind have taken place on Sundays in 
lonely churches to which the various members 
of the little congregations have repaired from 
great distances. Some of the girls now mar- 
ried have chosen old companions thus encoun* 
tered for their bridesmaids, and in their* 
letters have described their delight very pa- 
thetically. 

A considerable part of the needle- work 
done in the ^Home is necessary to its own 
internal neatness, and the preparation of out* 
fits for the emigrants ; especially as many of 
the inmates know little or nothing of such 
work, and have it all to learn. But, as they 
become more dexterous, plain work is taken 
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in, and the proceeds are applied as a fund to 
defray the cost of outfits. The outfits are 
always of the simplest kind. Nothing is 
allowed to bo wasted or thrown away in the 
Home. From the bones, and remnants of u 
food, the girls are taught to make soup for I po in T (generally temper) on which her mark- 
the poor and sick. This at once extends their table shows her to be deficient, often bos an 
domestic knowledge, and preserves their sym- excellent effect when it is accompanied with 
pathy for the distressed. such encouragement as, “ You know how 

Some of the experiences, not already men- changed you are since you have been here ; 
tioned, that have been acquired in the man- you know we have began to entertain great 
agement of the Home are curious, and hopes of you. For God's sake consider ! Do 
perhaps deserving of consideration in prisons not throw away this great chance of your 
and other institutions. It has been observed, life, by making yourself and everybody 
in taking the histories — especially of the around you unhappy — which will oblige us 
more artful coses — that nothing is so likely to seod you away — but conquer this. Now, 
to elicit the truth as a perfectly imperturb- try hard for a month, and pray let us have no 
able face, and an avoidance of any leading fault to find with you at the end of that 
question or expression of opinion. Give the time.” Many will make great and successful 
narrator the least idea what tone will make efforts to control themselves, after such ro- 
ller an object of interest, and she will take it monstrance. In all cases, the fewest and 
directly. Give her none, and she will be plainest words are the best. When new to 
driven on the truth, and in most cases will the place, they are found to break and spoil 
tell it. For similar reasons it is found desir- through great carelessness. Patience, and the 
able always to repress stock religious profes- strictest attention to order and punctuality, 
sions and religious phrases ; to discourage will in most cases overcome these discourago- 
shows of sentiment, and to make their lives ments. Nothing else will. They are often 
practical and active. “ Don't talk about it rather disposed to quarrel among themselves, 
-—do it!” is the motto of the place. The particularly in bad weather when their lives 
inmates find everywhere about them the same are necessarily monotonous and confined ; 
kind discriminating firmness, and the same but, on the whole, allowing for their different 
determination to nave no favorite subjects, breeding, they perhaps quarrel less than the 
or favorite objects, of interest. Girls from average of passengers in the state cabin on a 
Ragged Schools are not generally so im- voyage out to India. 

pressible as reduced girls who have failed to As some of the inmates of the Home have 
support themselves by hard work, or as women to be saved and guarded from themselves 
from the streets — probably, because they more than from any other people, they can 
have suffered less. The poorest of the Ragged scarcely be defended by too many precautions. 
School condition, who are odious to approach These precautions are not obtruded upon them, 
when first picked up, invariably affect after- but are strictly observed. Keys are never 
awards that their friends are “ well off.” This left about. The garden gate is always kept 
psychological curiosity is considered inexpli- locked ; but the girls take it in turn to act 
•able. Most of the inmates are depressed at as porteress, overlooked by the second super- 
fif«t. At holiday times the more doubtful intendent. They are proud of this trust, 
poet of them usually become restless and Any inmate missing from her usual place for 
uncertain ; there would also appear to be, ten minutes would be looked after. Anysus- 
usutlly, a time of considerable restlessness picious circumstance would be quickly and 
after six or eight months. In any little diffi- quietly investigated. As no girl makes her 
culty, the general feeling is invariably with own t>ed, no girl has the opportunity of safely 
the establishment and never with the offender, hiding any secret correspondence, or anything 
When a girl is discharged for misconduct, else, in it. Each inmate has a separate bed, 
she is generally in deep distress, and goes but there are several beds in a room. The 
away miserable. The rest will sometimes occupants of each room are always arranged 
intercede for her with tears ; but it is found with a reference to their several characters 
'that firmness on this and every point, when a and counteracting influences. A girl declar- 
deeision is once taken, is the most humane ing that she wishes to leave, is not allowed to 
course, os having a wholesome influence on do so hastily, but is locked iu a chamber by 
the greatest number For this reason, a herself, to consider of it until next day : 
mere threat of discharge is never on any when, if she still persist, she is formally dis- 
aoeountr resorted to. Two points of manage- charged. It has never once happened that a 
meat are extremely important ; the first, to girl, however excited, has refused to submit 
refer very- sparingly to the past ; the second, to this restraint. 

never to treat the inmates as children. They One of the most remarkable effects of the 
Bust never be allowed to suppose it possible Home, even in many of the cases where it does 


that they can get the bettor of the manage- 
ment. Judicious commendation, when it is 
deserved, has a very salutary influence. It is 
also found that a serious anil urgent entreaty 
to a girl, to exercise her self-restraint on some 
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not ultimately succeed, is the extraordinary 
change it produces in the appearance of its 
inmates, rutting out of the question their 
look of cleanliness and health (which may be 
regarded as a physical consequence of their 
treatment) a refining and humanizing .altera- 
tion is wrought in the expression of the feat- 
ures, and in the whole air of the person* 
which can scarcely be imagined. Teachers, 
in Ragged Schools have made the observation 
in reference to young women whom they had 
previously known well, and for a lopg time. 
A very sagacious and observant police magis- 
trate, visiting a girl before her emigration 
who had been taken from his bar, could 
detect no likeness in her to the girl he re- 
membered. It is considered doubtful whether, 
in the majority of the worst cases, the sub- 
ject would easily be known again at a year’s 
end, among a dozen, by an old companion. 

The moral influence of the Home, still 
applying the remark even to cases of failure, 
is illustrated in a no less remarkable manner. 
It has never hod any violence done to a chair 
or a 8 tool. It has never been asked to render 
any aid to the one lady and her assistant, 
who are shut up with the thirteen the year j 
round. Bad language is so uncommon that ' 
its utterance is an event. The committee 
have never heard the least approach to it, 
or seen anything but submission ; though it 
has often been their task to reprove and dis- 
miss women who have been violently agi- 
tated, and unquestionably (for the time) 
incensed against them. Four of the fugitives 
have robbed the Institution of some clothes. 
The rest had no redson on earth for running 
away in preference to asking to be dismissed, 
but shame in not remaining. 

A specimen or two of cases of success may 
be interesting. 

Case number twenty-seven was a girl 
supposed to be of about eighteen, but who 
had none but supposititious knowledge of her 
age, and no knowledge at all of her birth-day. 
Both her parents hud died in her infancy. 
She had been brought up iu the establishment 
of that amiable victim of popular prejudice, 
the late Mr. Drouet, of Tooting. It did not 
appear that she was naturally stupid, but her 
intellect hod been so dulled by neglect that 
she was in the Horae many months before 
she could be imbued with a thorough under- 
standing that Christmas Day was so called 
as the birthday of Jesus Christ. But when 
she acquired this piece of learning, she was 
amazingly proud of it. She had been appren- 
ticed to a small artificial-flower-maker with 
three others. They were all ill-treated, and 
all Beamed to have run away at different 
times ; this girl last, who absconded with an 
old man, a hawker, who brought “ combs and 
things ” to the door for sale. She took what 
she called “some old clothes ” of her mis- 
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tress with her, and was apprehended with 
the old man, and they were tried together. 
He was acquitted ; she was found guilty. 
Her sentence was six months’ imprisonment, 
and, on its expiration, she was received into 
the Home, she was appallingly ignorant, 
but most anxious to learn, nbd contended 
against her blunted faculties with a consciously 
slow perseverance. She showed a remarka- 
ble capacity for copying writing by the eye 
alone, without having the least idea of its 
sound, or what it meant. There seemed to 
be some analogy between her making letters 
and her making artificial flowers. She re- 
mained in the Home, bearing an excellent 
character, about a year. On her passage 
out, Bhe made artificial flowers for the ladies 
on board, earned money, and was much liked. 
She obtained a comfortable service as soon as 
she landed, and is happy and respected. * This 
girl had not a friend in the world, and had 
never known a natural affection, or formed a 
natural tie, upon the face of this earth. 

Case number thirteen was a half-starved 
girl of eighteen, whose father had died soon 
after her birth, and who had long eked out a 
miserable subsistence for herself and a sick 
mother by doing plain needlework. At last 
her mother died in a workhouse, and the 
needlework “ falling off bit by bit,” this girl 
suffered, for nine months, every extremity of 
dire distress. Being one night without any 
food or shelter from the weather, she went to 
the lodging of a woman who had once lived 
in the same house with herself and her 
mother, and asked to be allowed to lie down 
on the stairs. She was refused, and stole a 
shawl, which she sold for a penny. A fort- 
night afterwards, being still in a starving and 
houseless state, she went back to the same 
woman’s, and preferred the same request. 
Again refused, she stole a Bible from her, 
which she sold for two-penoe. The theft wus 
immediately discovered, and she was taken 
as she lay asleep in the casual ward of a 
workhouse. These facts were distinctly 
proved upon her trial. She was sentenced to 
three months’ imprisonment, and was then 
admitted into the Home. She had never been 
corrupted. She remained in the Home, bear- 
ing an excellent oharacter, a little more than 
a year ; emigrated ; conducted herself uni- 
formly well in a good situation ; and is now 
married. 

Case number forty-one was a pretty girl, of 
a quiet and good manner, aged nineteen. 
She came from a watering-place, where she- 
had lived with her mother until within a 
couple of years, when her mother married, 
again and she was considered an incumbrance 
at a very bad home. She became apprenticed 
to a dressmaker, who, on account of her b tar- 
ing out beyond the prescribed hours one night 
when she went with some other young people 
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to a Circus, positively refused to admit her 
or give her any shelter from the streets. The 
natural consequences of this unjustifiable be- 
havior followed. She came to the Home on 
the recommendation of a clergyman to whom 
she fortunately applied, when in a state of 
sickness and misery too deplorable to be even 
suggested to the reader's imagination. She 
remained in the Home (with oq interval of 
hospital treatment) upwurds of a year and a 
half, when she was sent abroad. Her char- 
acter is irreproachable, and she is industrious, 
happy, and full of gratitude. 

Case number fifty was a very homely, 
clumsy, ignorant girl, supposed to be about 
nineteen, but who again uod no knowledge of 
her birthday. She was taken from a Ragged 
School ; her mother died when she was a 
little girl ; and her father, marrying again, 
had * turned her out of doors, though her 
mother-in-law had boen kind to her. She had 
been once in prison for breaking some win- 
dows near the Mansion-house, “ having 
nowheres as you can think of, to go to.” She 
had never gone wrong otherwise, and partic- 
ularly wished that “ to be wrote down.” 
She was in os dirty and unwholesome a condi- 
tion, on her admission, as she could well be, 
but was inconsolable At the idea of losing 
her hair, until the fortunate suggestion was 
made that it would grow more luxuriantly 
after shaving. She then consented, with 
many tears, to that (in her case) indispensa- 
ble operation. This deserted and unfortu- 
nate creature, after a short period of depres- 
sion, began to brighten, uniformly showed a 
very honest and truthful nature, and after 
remaining in the Home a year, has recently 
emigrated ; a thoroughly good plain servant, 
with every susceptibility for forming a faith- 
ful and affectionate attachment to her employ- 
ers. 

Cuse number fifty-eight was a girl of nine- 
teen, all but starved through inability to live 
by neodlcwork. She had never gone wrong, 
was gradually brought into a good bodily 
condition, invariably conducted herself well, 
and went abroad, rescued and happy. 

Case number fifty-one, was a little ragged 
girl of sixteen or seventeen, as she said ; but 
of very juvenile appearance. She was put to 
the bar at a Police Office, with two much 
older women, regular vagrants, for making a 
disturbance ut the workhouse gate on the 
previous night on being refused relief. She 
nAd been a professed tramp for six or seven 
ears, knew of no relation, and hod no friends 
ut one old woman, whose very name she did 
not appear to be sure of. Her father, a scaf- 
fold-builder, she had “ lost” on London Bridge 
when she was ten or eleveu years old. There 
appeared little doubt that he hod purposely 
abandoned her, but she hod no suspicion of 
it. She had long been hop-picking in the 


hop season, and wandering about the country 
at all seasons, and was unaccustomed to 
shoes, and had seldom slept in a bed. She 
answered some searching questions without 
the least reserve, and not at all in her own 
favor. . Her appearance of destitution was in 
perfect keeping with her story. This girl was 
received into the Home. Within a year, 
there was clinging round the principal Super- 
intendent's neck, on board a ship round for 
Australia — in a state of grief at parting that 
moved t^he bystanders to tears — a pretty little, 
neat, modest, useful girl, against whom not a 
moment's complaint had been made, and who 
had diligently learnt everything that had 
been set Defore her. 

Case number fifty-four, a good-looking 
younjj woman of two-and-twenty, was first 
seen m prison under remand on a charge of 
attempting to commit suicide. Her mother 
had died before she was two years old, and 
her father had married again ; but she spoke 
in high and affectionate terms both of her 
father and her mother-in-law. She had been a 
j travelling maid with an elderly lady, and, on 
her mistress going to Russia, had returned 
j home to her father's. She hod stayed out 
late one night, in company with a “ commis- 
sioner” whom she had known abroad, was 
afraid or ashamed to go home, and so went 
wrong. Falling lower, and becoming poorer, 
she became at hist acquainted with a ticket- 
taker at a railway station, who tired of the ac- 
quaintance. One night when ho had made an 
appointment (as he often had done before) and, 
on the plea of inability to leave his duties, 
had put this girl in a cab*, that she might be 
taken safely home (she seemed to have in- 
spired him with that much enduring regard), 
she pulled up the window and swallowed two 
shillings' worth of the essential oil of almonds 
which she had bought at a chemist's an hour 
before. The driver happened to look round 
when she still had the bottle to her lips, im- 
mediately made out the whole story, and had 
the presence of mind to drive her straight to 
a hospital, where she remained a month 
before she was cured. She was in that state 
of depression in the prison, that it was a 
matter for grave consideration whether it 
would be safe to take her into the Home, 
where, if she were bent upon committing 
suicide, it would be almost impossible to 
revent her. After some talk with her, 
owever, it was decided to receive her. She 
proved one of the best inmates it bos ever 
had, and remained in it seven months before 
she emigrated. Her father, who had never 
seen her flinch the ni^hi of her staying out 
late, came to see her in the Home, and con- 
firmed these particulars. It is doubtful 
whether any treatment but that pursued in 
such an institution would have restored this 
girl. 
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Case number fourteen was an extremely 
pretty girl of twenty, whose mother was 
married to a second husband — a drunken 
man who ill-treated his step-daughter. She 
had been engaged to be married, but had 
been deceived, and bad run away from home 
in shame, and had been away three years. 
"Within that period, however, she had twice 
returned home ; the first time for six months ; 
the second time for a few days. She had also 
been in a London hospital. She had also 
been in the Magdalen ; which institution her 
father-in-law, with a drunkard's inconsistency, 
had induced her to leave, to attend her 
mother *8 funeral — and then ill-treated her as 
before. She had been once in prison as a 
disorderly character, and was received from 
the prison into the Home. Her health was 
impaired and her experience had been of a 
bad kind in a bad quarter at London, but Bhe 
was still a girl of remarkably engaging and 
delicate^ appearance. She remained in the 
Horae, improving rapidly, thirteen months. 
She was never complained of, and her general 
deportment was usually quiet and modest. 
She emigrated, and is a good, industrious, 
happy wife. 

This paper can scarcely be better closed 
than by the following pretty passage from a 
letter of one of the married young women. 

Honxoured Ladies, 

I have again taken the liberty of writ- 
ing to yon to let you know how I am going on 
since I last wrote Home for I can never forget 
that name that still comes fresh to my mind, 
Honnoured Ladies I received your most kind letter 
on Tuesday the 21st* of May my Mistress was 
kind enough to bring it over to me she told me 
that she also had a letter from you and that she 
should write Home and give you a good account 
of us. Honnoured Ladies I cannot describe the 
feelings which I felt on receiving your most kind 
letter, I first read my letter then I cried but it 
was with tears of joy, to think you was so kind 
to write to us Honnoured Ladies I have seen Jane 
and I showed my letter and she is going write 
Home, she is living about 86 miles from where 
I live and her and her husband are very happy 
together she has been down to our Town this 
week and it is the first that we have seen of her 
since a week after they were married. My 
Husband is very kind to roe and we live very 
happy and comfortable together we have a nice 
garden where we grow all that we want we have 
sown some peas turnips and I helped to do some 
we have three such nice pigs and we killed one 
last week he was so fat that he could not see out 
of his eyes he used to have to sit down to eat and 
I have got such a nice cat — she peeps over me 
while I am writing this. My Husband was 
going out one day, and he heard that eat cry 
and he fetched her in she was so thin. My tow 
little birds are gone — one dide and the other 
flew away now 1 have got none, get down Cat 
do. My Husband has built a shed at the side of 
the house to do any thing tor hisself when he 
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come home from work of a night he tells me that 
I shall every 9 years com Home if we live so 
long please God, but I think that he is only mak- 
ing game of me. Honnoured Ladies I can never 
feel grateful enough for your kindness to me and 
the kind indulgences which I received at my 
happy home, I often wish that I • could come 
Home and see that happy place again once more 
and all my kind friends which 1 hope I may one 
day please God. ' 

No comments or arguments shall be added 
to swell the length this account has already 
attained. Our readers will judge for them- 
selves what some of theso cases must have 
soon become, but for the timely interposition 
of the Home established by the Ladies whose 
charity is so discreet and so impartial. 


Lebahn' s “ Faust 

This is a useful book, and a great deal of pains 
must have been expended on its compilation. 
Goethe’s Faust , which is selected by Dr. Lebahn 
as a vehicle for conveying instruction in the Ger- 
man language, is printed entire, and is followed 
by a sort of syntax. The examples of the syntax 
are taken from Faust alone ; and as they are 
sufficiently numerous to exhaust the whole poem 
and are invariably translated into English, the 
reader may go through a complete course of 
Faust , not only with a literal translation, but 
also with a perpetual grammatical comment 
This intellectual journey he may perform from 
opposite starting-points, thanks to a double sys- 
tem of figuration. If he takes Faust in hand, 
and yearns for a grammatical explanation, there 
are numbers placed against the lines to direct 
him to the pages of the syntax. If, on the other 
hand, his genius is more philological than poet- 
ical, and, starting from the grammar, he needs 
authority for his examples, there are numbers 
placed against the rules to direct him to the pages 
of the tragedy. 

But while Dr. Lebahn thus laudably works up 
a classical German poem into a book of gram- 
matical teaching, what dromon has tempted him 
to limit the sphere of his popularity by the intro- 
duction of certain theological remarks that can 
gratify nobody and may offend a -great many ? 
Priestcraft is doubtless a very bad thing in its 
way, but we do not see why a German gram- 
marian, the object of whose book is to teach Eng- 
lishmen his native language, should indulge in 
anti-clerioal orations that will surely cause his 
work to be shunned at Oxford. Neither do we 
see why the orthodox British student should be 
annoyed by a Voltairian scoff at the miraculous 
ascent of Elijah, simply because Faust and his 
familiar sail through the air on a cloak. We 
fear Dr. Lebahn has so identified himself with 
Faust that he haB had a Mephistopheles at his 
elbow. — Spectator, 

* Faust : a Tragedy, by J. W. von Goethe. With 
copious Notes, Grammatical, Philological, and 
Exegetioal, by Falok Lebahn, Ph. Dr. Published 
by Longman and Co. 
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smith’s poems. 


From the Spectator. 

SMITH’S POEMS.* 

Alexander Smith’s volume contains a poem 
in dialogue, which he entitles 44 A Life- 
Drama,” some short miscellaneous poems, 
and a few sonnets. Most if not all of the 
volume has appeared within the last twelve- 
month in the pages of a literary London Jour- 
nal, but it will probably be new to the general 
public. Those among this miscellaneous body 
W'ho watch with interest the dawning of genius, 
and are able to discern in the luxuriant blos- 
soms of the spring the golden promise of the 
autumn, will detect in Alexander Smith, young 
and undeveloped as he unquestionably is, the 
marks of a true poet. His senses receive from 
outward objects impressions finer and keener 
than those of ordinary men, and these impres- 
sions set him singing with enjoyment, ana are 
reproduced in phrases and lines of singular 
beauty, melody, and power. Nothing is 
harder to predict than the course of genius, 
subject os it is to the accidents of fortune, 
physical organization , and social intercourse ; 
but, so far us comparison can guide us, it is to 
the earlier works of Keats and Shelley alone 
that we can look for a counterpart in richness 
of fancy and force of expression to the Life- 
Drama ; unless we appeal to a printed but un- j 
published juvenile work of Tennyson, entitled 
“The Lover’s Bay,” — far superior, in our 
opinion, to anything that actually appeared in 
his first volume, though even in that the 
“ Recollections of the Arabian Nights” allayed 
somewhat old 44 crusty Christopher’s” storm 
of ridicule. 

Alexander Smith has this advantage over 
both Keats and Shelley, that he never runs 
into absolute nonsense. On the other hand, 
he is more of a sensational poet than either of 
them. His sensations are so keen, so thrilling, 
that they seem to overpower his perceptions. 
Ho feels that something intensely beautiful is 
before him, but he U so drunk with the beauty 
that he con convey no clear impression of its 
details to another, only that he is delirious 
with enjoyment ; and his descriptions, instead 
of impressing their object on the reader’s 
imagination, expand into circling waves of 
simile, flushing and radiant with rapturous 
sensation. Nor are the objects with which he 
5s familiar very numerous or various. In 
nature, the sea and sky in their broadest and 
most obvious appearances are his stock in 
trade for simile and description, especially the 
starry heavens on a cloudless night. Fast- 
ness, freedom of movement, and purity, strike 
most the man who is habitually confined and 
choked in cities ; and the stars will on clear 
nights shine down even on such a hive as 

• Poems. By Alexander Smith. Published by 
Bogue. [Republished by Ticknor, Reed A Fields.] 


Glasgow, and inspire thoughts and sensations 
for which the poet is grateful. Still, the repe- 
tition of these things fatigues, and we expect 
from the poet a more novel and subtile inter- 
pretation of the nature w hose priest he aspires 
to be. Let Alexander Smith take counsel of 
the Pre-Raphaelites, who, by a simple exercise 
of their own senses, have given a new interest 
to the commonest scenes, and have taught us 
that Nature is not yet exhausted by the Acad- 
emy, royal or otherwise. But the absenco 
from the Life-Drama of any sense of the 
human beings among whom life is passed, of 
any delight in any human relation except that 
betw'een young men and beautiful women, is a 
more serious blot ; and one that in an older 
man would in itself be a bar to his noble am- 
bition of setting the age to music. That man 
has no sound and healthy heart to whom only 
one phase of human life has charms, and who, 
when that is over, can find nothing in the 
world worth living and caring for ; and this 
tendency of our new poet will require to be 
overcome by thought, self-control, and expe- 
rience, before he can write poems that any 
but mere boys will read with unmixed satis- 
faction. If he would instruct the world, he 
must be wise and loving himself, and must 
learn that it is not the young and the lovely 
alone that are capable of poetic interest. We 
should imagine that Keats and Shelley, and 
poets of that class, have been too exclusively 
his favorites, and should recommend him to 
study rather the more practical and manly 
English poets. He is evidently an admirer of 
Tennyson, and has caught some of his beauties 
and mannerism ; he should take a long, deep 
draught of the older poets, especially the dram- 
atists of Elizabeth and the Stuart period, nor 
would the sense and terseness of Pope and 
Dryden be a bad study ; and, like all poets, he 
should read the best prose writers, and learn 
himself to write terse und idiomatic prose. He 
has quite sensibility enough, quite enough 
impressibility to beauty, is rather too sensuous, 
sometimos not quite reticent enough in the 
matter of sensations ; let him think more, 
learn more facts, care more about what objects 
are in themselves and less about the amount 
of pleasure they are capable of giving him, 
and we venture to hope that he may be among 
England’s great names. 

The title of 44 Life-Drama” is quite mis- 
placed. The poem is a collection of passages 
purely lyrical lor the most part, though in the 
form of dialogue. It is studded with fine 
lines, but it is difficult to find striking passages 
of any length. Our selection is rather at ran- 
dom, as one might gather a handful of pearls 
from a heap. 

The lark is singing in the blinding sky. 

Hedges are white with May. The bridegroom sea 
Is toying with the shore, his wedded bride, 
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And, in the fulness of his marriage joy. 

He decorates her tawny brow with shells. 

Retires a space, to see how fair she looks. 

Then, proud, runs up to kiss her. All is fair — 
All glad, from grass to sun ! Yet more I love 
Than this, the shrinking day, that sometimes 
comes 

In Winter’s front, so fair ’mong its dark peers. 
It seems a straggler from the files of June, 
Which in its wanderings had lost its wits. 

And half its beauty ; and, when it returned, 
Finding its old companions gone away. 

It joined November’s troop, then marching past ; 
And so the frail thing comes, and greets the world 
With a thin crazy smile, then bursts in tears. 
And all the while it holds within its hand 
A few half-withered flowers. I love and pity it ! 


My heart is beating with all things that are. 

My blood is wild unrest ; 

With what a passion pants yon eager star 
Upon the water’s breast ! 

Clasped in the air’s soft arms the world doth 
sleep. 

Asleep its moving seas, its bumming lands ; 
With what an hungry lip the ocean deep 
Lappeth forever the white-breasted sands ! 
What love is in the moon’s eternal eyes, 

Leaning unto the earth from out the midnight 
skies ! 

Thy large dark eyes are wide upon thy brow. 
Filled with as tender light 
As yon low moon doth fill the heavens now. 

This mellow autumn night ! 

On the late flowers I linger at thy feet 
I tremble when I touch thy garment’s rim, 

I clasp thy waist, I feel thy bosom’s beat — 

0 kiss me into faintness sweet and dim ! 

Thou leanest to me as a swelling peach, 

Full-juiced and mellow, leaneth to the taker’s 
reach. , 

Thy hair is loosened by that kiss you gave. 

It floods my shoulders o’er ; 

Another yet ! Oh, as a weary wave 
Subsides upon the shore. 

My hungry being with its hopes, its fears. 

My heart like moon-charmed waters, all un- 
rest, 

Yet strong as is despair, as weak as tears. 

Doth faint upon thy breast ! 

I feel thy clasping arms, my cheek is wet 
With thy rich tears. One kiss ! Sweet, sweet, 
another yet ! 

The next quotation is a proof that Alexan- 
der Smith has dramatic power in the germ. 
The conclusion affects one with something of 
the terrible beauty for which Ford is famous. 

Between him and the lady of his love 
There stood a wrinkled worldling ripe for hell. 
When with his golden hand he plucked that flower, 
And would have smelt it, lo ! it paled and shrank, 
And withered in his grasp. And when she died 
The rivers of his heart ran all to waste ; 

They found no ocean, dry sands sucked them up. 
Lady, he was a fool ! — a pitiful fool. 

She said she loved him, would be dead in spring — , 
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She asked him but to stand beside her grave — 
She said she would be daisies — and she thought 
*T would give her joy to feel that he was near. 
She died like music ; and, would you believe ’t, 
He kept her foolish words within his heart 
As ceremonious as a chapel keeps 
A relic of a saint. And in the spring 
The doting idiot went ! 

VIOLET. 

What found he there ? 

V ALTER. 

Laugh till your sides ache ! Oh, he went, poor 
fool ! 

But he found nothing save red trampled clay 
And a dull sobbing rain. Do you not laugh ? 
Amid the comfortless rain he stood and wept. 
Bare-headed in the mocking, pelting rain. 

He might have known ’t was ever so on earth. 

The remorse of Walter, the hero, is painted 
with genuine if somewhat overstrained pathos. 
The phraseology is strong, and less encum- 
bered with simile than in most parts of the 
poem. In fact, fine promise of a true dramat- 
ic excellence is indicated in the scene from 
which the following extract is taken, as well 
as in the passage quoted above. 

Good men have said 

That sometimes God leaves sinners to their sin — 
He has left me to mine, and I am changed ; 

My worst part is insurgent, and my will 
Is weak and powerless as a trembling king 
When millions rise up hungry. Woe is me ! 

My soul breeds sins as a dead body worms ! 

They swarm and feed upon me. Hear me, God ! 
Sin met me and embraced me on my way : 

Me thought her cheeks were red, her lips had 
bloom ; 

I kissed her bold lips, dallied with her hair : 

She sang me into slumber. I awoke — 

It was a putrid corse that clung to me. 

That clings to me like memory to the damned. 
That rots into my being. Father ! God ! 

I cannot shake it off ! it clings, it clings ! — 

I soon will grow as corrupt as itself. [A pause. 
God sends me back my prayers, as a father 
Returns unoped the letters of a son 
Who has dishonored him. 

Have mercy, Fiend ! 

Thou Devil, thou wilt drag me down to hell ! 

0, if she had proclivity to sin 

Who did appear so beauteous and so pure, 

Nature may leer behind a gracious mask, 

And God himself may be — I’m giddy, blind ; 
The world reels from beneath me. 

[ Catches hold of the parapet 
{An Outcast approaches.) Wilt pray for me ? 

girl ( shuddering .) 

*Tis a dreadful thing to pray. 

WALTER. 

Why is it so ? 

Hast thou, like me, a spot upon thy soul, 

That neither tears can cleanse, nor fires eterne ? 
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GIRL. 

Bat few request my prayers. 

WALTER. 

I request them. 

For ne’er did a dishevelled woman cling 
So earnest-pale to a stern conqueror’s knees. 
Pleading for a dear life, as did my prayer 
Cling to the knees of God. He shook it off, 

And went upon His way. Wilt pray for me ? 

GIRL. 

Bin crusts me o’er as limpets crust the rocks., 

I would be thrust from every human door ; 

I dare not knock at Heaven's. 

WALTER. 

Poor homeless one ! 

There is a door stands wide for thee and me — 
The door of hell. Methinks we are well met. 

I saw a little girl three years ago. 

With eyes of azure and with cheeks of red, 

A crowd of sunbeams hanging down her face ; 
Sweet laughter round tier ; dancing like a breeze. 
I ’d rather lair mo with a fiend in fire 
Than look on such a face as hers to-night 
But I can look on thee, and such as thee ! 

I 'll call thee “ Sister do thou call me “ Broth- 
er.*' 

A thousand years hence, when we both are 
damned. 

We 'll sit like ghosts upon the wailing shore. 

And read our lives by the red light of hell. 

Will we not. Sister ! 

GIRL. 

0, thou strange wild man, 
Let me alone : what would you seek with me ? 

WALTER. 

Your ear, my Sister. I have that within 
Which urges mo to utterance. I could accost 
A pensive angel, singing to himself 
Upon a hill in heaven, and leave his mind 
As dark and turbid as a trampled pool. 

To purify at leisure. I have none 
To listen to me, save a sinful woman 
Upon a midnight bridge. — She was so fair, 
God’s eye could rest with pleasure on her face. 

0 God, she was so happy ! Her short life 
As full of music as the crowded June 

Of an unfallen orb. What is it now ? 

She gave me her young heart, full, full of love: 
My return — was to break it. Worse, far worse ; 

1 crept into the chambers of her soul, 

Like a foul toad, polluting as I went 

GIRL. 

I pity her — not you. Man trusts in God ; 

He is eternal. Woman trusts in man ; 

And he is shifting sand. 

WALTER. 

Poor child, poor child ! 
We sat in dreadfhl silence with our sin. 

Looking each other wildly in the eyes : 
Methought I heard the gates of heaven close ; 

She flung herself against me, burst in tears. 


| As a wave bursts in spray. She covered me 
With her wild sorrow, as an April cloud 
With dim dishevelled tresses hides the hill 
On which its heart is breaking. She clung to me 
With piteous arms, and shook me with her sobs ; 
For she had lost her world, her heaven, her God, 
And now had nought but me and her great 
wrong. 

She did not kill me with a single word. 

But once she lifted her tear-dabbled face — 

Had hell gaped at my feet I would have leapt 
Into its burning throat, from that pale look. 

Still it pursues me like a haunting fiend : 

It drives me out to the black moors at night, 
Where I am smitten by the hissing rain ; 

And ruffian winds, dislodging from their troops. 
Hustle me shrieking, then with sudden turn 
Go laughing to their fellows. Merciful God ! 

It oomes — that fhoe again, that white, white 
face, 

Set in a night of hair ; reproachful eyes. 

That make me mad. 0, save me from those 
eyes ! 

They will torment me even in the grave. 

And bum on me iu Tophet 

GIRL. 

Where are you going ? 

WALTER. 

My heart 's on fire by hell, and on I drive 
To outer blackness, Uke a blazing ship. 

[He rushes away. 

Those extracts will induce every lover of 
poetry to rend the volume for himself; and 
we do not think that after such reading any 
one will be disposed to doubt that Alexander 
Smith promises to be a greater poet than 
any emergent genius of the last few years. 


From the Critic. 

A NEW POET IN GLASGOW. 

Discoverers are often a much-injured class 
of men. Sometimes the worth of their object 
is denied, sometimes their claim to the fact 
of finding it out is contested, and sometimes, 
in the brilliance of the star, the astronomer 
who has first observed it is utterly eclipsed ! 
Nevertheless it is a pleasant thing, “ when a 
new planet swims into our ken,” or when, to 
pursue the quotation, we happen to resem- 

Stout Cortez, when with eagle eyes 

He Btared at the Pacific, and all his men 

Gathered around him with a wild surmise. 
Silent upon a peak in Darien. 

This quotation is suggested, partly by the 
thought it embodies, ana partly by the recol- 
lection of its author, both relevant to the 
subject before us. We — we first — we alooe, 
claim the merit of discovering a new Poet m 
Glasgow, and a Poet, too, who in gpnius, 
circumstances, and present position, w not^ 
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nnlike John Keats. God forbid he should 
resemble him in his future destiny ! 

Some (bur months ago we received a packet 
of poetry from Glasgow, accompanied with a 
very modest note, signed “Alex. Smith.” 
Encumbered with mauy duties, and with an 
immense mass of MS., good, bad, and indif- 
ferent, wo‘ allowed the volume to lie by us 
for a long time, till at last, lifting it up care- 
lessly, we lighted upon some lines that pleased 
us, we*e tempted to read on — did so — and 
ere the end, were all but certain we had found 
a Poet — a new and real star in those barren 
Northern skies. We told the Poet our impres- 
sions ; he in reply sent us two later effusions, 
which completely confirmed us. 

Poor fellow ! at the age of ten he was sent 
•from school to a commercial employment, 
where he has been engaged, ever since, ten 
hours a day, for the lost eleven years. He is 
now, consequently, twenty-one. His princi- 
pal, though not his best poem, was written 
two years ago. It is entitled a 4 4 Life Drama,’ * 
and is, it seems, an attempt to set his “ own 
life to music.” 

We may, without analyzing the story, 
quote a few extracts from thi9 powerful though 
unequal, poem. These will speak for them- 
selves, for their author, and for us! Hear 
this of certain books : 

They mingle gloom and splendor, as I ’ve oft 
In thunderous sunsets seen the thunder piles 
Seamed with dull fire, and fiercest glory rents. 
They awe him to his knees, as if he stood 
In presence of a King. They give him tears. 
Such glorious tears os Eve's fair daughters shed 
When first they clasped a son of God, all bright 
With burning plumes and splendors of the sky 
In zoning heaven of their milky arms. 

How few read books aright ! Most souls are shut 
By sense from their grandeura, as the man who 
snores, 

Nightcapped and wrapt in blankets to the nose. 
Is shut out from the Night, which, like a sea, 
Breakelh forever on a strand of stars . 

Again, of a Poet — 

His was not that love 

That comes on men with their beards ; his soul 
was rich, 

And this his book unveils it, as the Night 
Her panting wealth of stars . The world was cold, 
And he went down like a lone ship at sea ; 

And now the fame which scorned him in life 
Waits on him like a menial. 

When the dark dumb Earth 
Lay on her back and witched the shilling 
. stars. &c. 

a 

Hear this, too, of a Song — the Song itself 
we do not give : — 

I 'll sing it to thee, ’tis a song of one. 

An image warm in his soul's caress. 

Like a sweet thought within a Poet's heart. 

Ere it is born in joy and golden words — 
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Of one, whose naked toul flood clad in love. 
Like a pale martyr in his shirt of fire. 

There is not a finer line than this last in 
literature ! The combination of the thought, 
the image, and the picture formed from both, 
is perfect. 

Let Mr. Smith be permitted again to speak 
of the Poet — of such as himself! 

The Poet was as for 'bore common men 
As a sun-steed, wild-eyed, and meteor-maned. 
Neighing the reeling stars, is 'bove a dray. 
With mud iu its veins. 

Shaken with joy or sadness, tremulous 
As the soft star which in the azure East 
Trembles with pity o'er bright bleeding Day. 

But here is a higher voice : 

The soliloquy with which God broke 
The silence of the dead Eternities — At which 
ancient words, 

With showery tresses like a child from sleep , 
Uprose the splendid, mooned, and long-haired 
Night, 

The loveliest bom of God. 

To this the lady well answers — 

Doubtless your first chorus 
Shall be the shoutings of the morning stars ! 
What martial music is to marching men, 

Should Song be to Humanity. In bright Song 
The Infant Ages born and swathed are. 

Thus he opens the Second Part ; and is it 
not like the sound of a trumpet 1 

Curl not thy grand lip with that scorn, 0 World ! 

| Nor men with eyes of cold and cruel blue 
Wither my heart-strings with contemptuous 
“Pooh!” 

Alas, my spirit sails not yet upfurled. 

Flap idly 'gainst the mast of my intent. 

Bagged Ledger men, with souls by Mammon 
churled. 

What need of mocks or jeers from you or yours. 
Since hope of Song is by Scorn's arrow shent ! 

0 Poesy, the glory of the lands, 

Of thee no more my thirsty spirit drinks ! 

1 seek the look of Fame ! poor fool, so tries 
Some lonely wand'rer ’mong the desert sands. 

By shouts to gain the notice of the Sphynx , 
Staring right on with calm eternal eyes. 

This last line should have been in Hyperion. 
It reminds us of 

Sate gray-haired Saturn, quiet as a stone. 

Or, 

% With solemn step an awful Goddess came ! 

Or, 

And plunged all noiseless into the deep Night ; 

but is, perhaps, finer than any of them. It is 
one of those lines which are worlds of self* 
contained power and harmony ! 
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We give another labored and very splendid 
passage : 

Ev’n as I write the ghost of one bright hour 
Comes from its grave and stands before me now. 
’T was at the close of a long summer’s day, 

As we were standing on a grassy slope, 

The sunset hung before us like a dream 
That shakes a demon in his iiery lair. 

The clouds were standing round the setting sun 
Like gaping caves, fantastic pinnacles ; 

Wide castles throbbing in their own fierce light ; 
Tall spires that went and came like spires of 
fame . 

Cliffs quivering with fire-snow, and sunset-peaks 
Of piled gorgeousness, and rocks of fire 
A-tilt and poised ; bare beaches, crimson seas : 
All these were huddled in that dreadful west ; 

All shook and trembled in unsteadfast light. 

And from the centre blazed the angry Sun, 

Stern as the unlashed eye of Qod, a glare 
O’er ev’ning city with its boom of sin. 

Dost thou remember os we journeyed home 
(That dreadful sunset burnt into our brain), 
With what a soothing came the naked Moon ; 
She, like a swimmer that has found his ground, 
Came rippling up a silver strand of clouds. 

And plunged from the other side into the Night. 

Here is a fine thought in a softer vein : 

0 my Friend, 

If thy rich heart is like a palace shattered, 

Stand up amid the ruins of thy heart. 

And with a calm brow front the solemn stars. 

*T is four o’clock already, see the Moon 
Has climbed the eastern sky, 

And sits and tarries for the coming JVight . 

So let thy 9oul be up and ready-armed, 

In waiting till occasion comes like night ; 

As night to moons — to souls occasion comes. 

Take another sweet image (perhaps sug- 
gested by that line in Feslus , which David 
Scott pronounced the best in the poem, 
Friendship has passed me like a ship at sea.) — 

We twain have met like ships upon the sea, 

Who hold an hour’s converse, so short, so sweet ; 
One little hour, and then away they speed 
On lonely paths through mist and cloud and 
foam — 

To meet no more. 

Again, he says — 

God is & worker. He has thickly sown 
W ide space with rolling grandeurs. God is Love : 
He yet shall wipe away Creation’s tears. 

And all the worlds shall summer in his smile. 
Why work I not ? the veriest mote that sports 
Its one day life within the sunny beam, 

Hath its stern duties . Wherefore have I none? 

Listen, 0 world, to this picture of thy 
weary self: 

Methinks our darkened world doth wander lone, 
A Cain-world, outcast from her peers in light ; 
Wild and curse-driven. A poor maniac world. 
Homeless and sobbings through the deep she goes. 
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The following passage has obvious faults of 
rhythm and diction, but is quite equal to any- 
thing in Feslus on the same theme. It is a 
picture of the poet of the ooming time : 

When ages flower, ages and bards are born ; 

My friend, a Poet must ere long arise. 

And with a regal song sun-crown the age, 

As a saint’s head is with a glory crowned ; 

One who shall hallow Poetry to God 
And to its own high uses — for poetry is 
The grandest chariot in which king-thoughts ride : 
One who shall fervent grasp the sword of song, 
As a stern swordsman grasps his keenest blade 
To gain the quickest passage to the heart. 

A mighty Poet, whom this age shall choose 
To be its spokesman to all coming times. 

In the ripe, full-blown season of his soul 
He shall go forward in his spirit’s strength v 
And grapple with the questions of all time 
And wring from them their meanings. As King 
Saul 

Called up the buried prophet from his grave 
To speak his doom ; so shall this Poet-King 
Call up the dead Past from its awful grave 
To tell him of our future. As the air 
Doth sphere the world, so 9hall his heart of love— 
Loving mankind, not peoples. As the lake 
Reflects the flower, tree, rock, and bending heav’n, 
Shall he reflect our great humanity. 

And as the young Spring breathes with living 
breath 

On a dead branch till it sprouts fragrantly, 
Green leaves and sunny flowers, shall he breaths 
life 

Through every theme he touch, making all Beauty 
And Poetry forever like the Stars. 

There follows a noble rhapsody on the 
Stars, for which we have not room. We quote 
the closing passage of this ** Life-Fragment.’' 

As he wrote, his task the lovelier grew, 

Like April into May, or os a child 
A smile in the lap of life , by fine degrees 
Orbs to a maiden walking with meek eyes 
In atmosphere of beauty round her breathed, 
Over his work he flushed and paled in room 
Hallowed with glooms and books. Priests which 
have wed 

Their makers unto Fame. Moons which have 
shed 

Eternal halos around England’s head ; 

Books dusky and thumbed without , within a 
sphere. 

Smelling of Spring, as genial, fresh, and clear, 
And beautiful as is the rain bowed air 
After May showers. Within this warm lair 
He spent in writing all the winter moons. 

But when May came with train of sunny noonS> 
He chose a leafy summer house within 
The greenest nook of all his garden green. 

Oft a fine thought his faoe would flush divine, 

As he had quaffed a cup of golden wine. 

Which deifies the drinker : oft his faice 
Gleamed “ like a Rpirit’s” in that shady place. 
When he saw smiling upwards from the scroll 
The image of the thought within his soul, 
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As mid the waving shadows of the trees, 

Mid garden odors and the ham of bees, 

He wrote the last and closing passages. 

’Tis truly a noble fragment of a “ Life” 
this — the chip of a colossal block. We fer- 
vently trust that Mr. Smith’s “ life” may be 
long extended, his delicate health strength- 
ened, and his circumstances so ameliorated, 
that he may fulfil the beautiful promise he 
has so unequivocally given. 

We quote three fine specimens of his Son- j 
neteering vein. The first, though “ All in 
Honor” is perhaps a littlo too luxurious in 
tone : 

Last night my cheek was wetted with warm tears, 
Each worth a world. They fell from eyes divine. 
Last night a silken lip was pressed to mine, 

And at its touch fled all the barren years. 

And golden-couched on a bosom white, 

Which came and went beneath me like a sea, 

An Emperor I lay, in empire bright. 

Lord of the beating heart ! while tenderly 
Love-words were glutting my love-greedy ears. 
Kind Love, I thank thee for that happy night ; 
Richer this cheek for those warm tears of thine, 
Than the vast midnight with its gleaming spheres ; 
Leander toiling through the midnight brine, 
Kingdomless Antony, were scarce my peers. 

Like clouds or streams we wandered on at will, 
Three glorious days, when, near our journey’s 
end. 

As down the moorland road we straight did wend, 
To Wordsworth’s “ Inversneyd,” talking to kill 
The oold and cheerless drizzle in the air. 

’Bove me I saw, at pointing of my friend, 

An old fort, like a ghost upon the hill, 

Stare in blank misery through the blinding rain ; 
So human-like it seemed in its despair, 

So stunned with grief, long gazed at it we twain. 
Weary and damp we reached our poor abode, 

I, warmly seated in the chimney nook, 

Still saw that old fort on the moorland road. 
Stare through the rain with strange woe-wildered 
look. 

Beauty still walketli on the earth and air. 

Our present sunsets are as rich in gold 
As ere the Iliad’s numbers jrere outrolled ; 

The roses of the spring are ever lair ; 

’Mong branches green still ring-doves coo and 
pair; 

And the deep seas foam their music old. 

So if we are at all divinely souled. 

This Beauty will unloose our bonds of care. 

’T is pleasant, when blue skies are o'er us bend- 
ing. 

Within old starry-gated Poesy, 

To meet a soul set to no earthly tune. 

Like thine, sweet friend ! 0 dearer thou to zne 
Than are the dewy trees, the sun, the moon. 

Or noble music with a golden ending ! 

We have culled the previous extracts, and 
even the Sonnets, almost at random, and 
could easily have multiplied them by dozens 
But we proceed now to give some extracts 
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from the “ Page and the Lady,” which we 
deem his finest artistic production. 

The story of the Page and the Lady is sim- 
le — A lady of high birth and great beauty, 
ath an Indian Page, who falls in, love with 
her, which love is betrayed in the course of a 
Conversation between them. The Conversa- 
tion is the Poem. This confession she is at 
first disposed to treat with disdain, but ulti- 
mately she finds, by a very brief process of 
self-inquiry, that it is but the counterpart of 
a feeling towards him, which has long lurked 
in her own bosom. Let us take first the 
opening of the poem : 

On balcony, all summer, roofed with vines, 

A lady half-reclined amid the light, 

Golden and green, soft showering through the 
leaves. 

Silent she sat one half the silent noon ; 

At last she sank luxurious on her couch. 

Purple and goiden-fringed like the Bun’s, 

And stretched her white arms on the warmed air. 
As if to take some object where withal 
To euse the empty aching of her heart. 

She is weary, because, although she has 
plenty of rich and noble suitors she has none 
she can love ; and exclaims — 

0 empty heart ! 

0 palace ! rich and purple-chambered. 
When will thy Lord come home ? 

Then she bethinks herself in her weariness 
of her Pago : 

My cub of Ind — 

My sweetest plaything ! He is bright and wild 
As is a gleaming panther of the hills. 

Lovely as lightning — beautiful as wild ! 

His sports and laughters are with fierceness 
edged , 

As I were toying with a naked sword 

Which starts within my veins the blood of Earls. 

I fain would have the service of his voice, 

To kill with music this most languid noon. 

She summons him accordingly to her pres- 
ence and bids him sing a battle song, or bet- 
ter still — 

Some hungry lay of love, 

Like that you sung me on the eve you told 
How poor bur English to your Indian darks. 
Shaken from od'rous hills what tender smells 
Pass lik % fine pulses through the mellow nights ; 
Your large round Moon, more beautiful than 
ours — 

The showered stars — each hanging luminous, 
Lik e golden dew-drops in the Indian air. 

He sings, as she bids, a very sweet love- 
song. At the close — 

Queenly the lady lay ; 

One white hand hidden in a golden shoal 
Of ringlets, reeling down upon her couch. 

And heaving on the hearings of her breast. 

The while her thoughts rose in her eyes like stars ^ 
Ruing and setting in the blue of night. 
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Thus luxuriously rested, she begins to tell 
her Page of a rhyming cousin she had once. 
A strange person, truly : 

He went to his grave, nor told what man he was ; 
He was unlanguaged, like the earnest sea. 

Which strides to gain an utterance on the shore ; 
But ne’er can shape unto the listening kills 
The lore it gathered in its awful age, 

The crime for which ’tis lashed by cruel winds, 
To shrieks and spoomiogs to the frighted stars. 
The thought, pain, grief within its laboring breast 

Many strange things have been said about 
the sea. It has been called the “ far-resound- 
ing Main it has by an author of the day 
been boldly called “ The Shadow and Madj 
Sister of the Earth.” Thomson figures it as 
the “ melancholy Main and well may it 
be both mod and melancholy, for Mr. Smith 
proclaims it a tongueless penitent, carrying 
in its bosom the memory of some Crime of 
Ages ; lashed for its penance by the eternal 
winds and yet unable to relieve itself by ex- 
pressing its guilt, save in inarticulate shrieks, 
sobs, and “ spoomings to the frighted stars.” 
We think that we remember a similar thought 
in Mr. Gilfillan’s “ Second Gallery of Portraits , ’ ’ 
where he describes Mrs. Shelley, after her 
husband’s death, wandering along the shore 
and asking vain questions at the sea, “ which, 
like a dumb murderer, had done the deed, 
but was not able to utter the confession.” 
Mr. Smith, however, improves upon this by 
making the crime a profound, old and general 
one, worthy of those long and fearful moon- 
ings which, even in calm, never altogether 
subside, and which in storm seem to express 
a divine desperation, as of a whole Synod of 
Gods plunged into Tartarus, and feeling the 
virgin fires on their immortal limbs. 

The Lady, in her turn, condescends to sing 
a song, and proceeds in various measure to re- 
oount the history and character of those who 
in vain bad loved her. She asks him, then, 
if he thinks that the power of Beauty is so 
great as is usually supposed, and he, in very 
glowing terms, affirms that it is. 

The lady dowered him with her richest look, 

Her aroh head half-aside, her liquid eyes 
From ’neath their dim lids drooping, slumbrous 
Stood full on his, and called the wild blood up 
All in a tumult to his sun-kissed cheek. 

As if it wished to see her beauty too . 

Then asked in dulcet tones, “ Dost think me 
fair ?” 

We must omit his very eloquent reply, 
which is, of course, in the affirmative. She 
begins to suspect, from his language, that he 
has known by experience what love is. She 
asks him — 

My lustrous Leopard, host thou been in love ? 

What follows is admirable : 

The Page’s dark face flushed the hue of wine 
In crystal goblet, stricken by the sun. 


His soul stood like a moon within his eyes, 
Suddenly orbed, his passionate voice was shook 
By trembles into music “ Thee I love ! ” 

“ Thou l ” and the lady with a cruel laugh 
(Each silver throb went through him like a 
sword) 

Flung herself back upon her fringed couch, 
From which she rose, upon him, like a queen. 
She rose, and stabbed lum with her angry eyes. 

We do not quote what she then says in 
words, unknowing her own heart ; her laugh- 
ter’s *• silver throbs” (what an exquisite ex- 
pression!) had said it more eloquently be- 
fore. Suffice it, she dismisses the crestfallen 
page — 

With arm sweep superb. 

The light of scorn was cold within her eyes. 

And withered his bloomed heart, which like a rose 
Had opened timid to the noon of Love. 

But mark now ! After sitting alone for a 
season, she thus communes with her own soul, 
in a soliloquy worthy of any poet or drama- 
tist : 

It was my father’s blood 
That bore me, as a red and wrathful stream 
Bears a shed leaf. 1 would recall my words. 
And yet I would not 
Into what angry beauty rushed his face ! 

What lips ! What splendid eyes ! *t was pitiful 
To see such splendors ebb in utter woe. 

His eyes half won me ! Tush ! I am a fool ; 

The blood that purples in these azure veins, 
Riched with its long course through an hundred 
Earls, 

Were fouled and mudded if I stooped to him. 

My father loves him for his free wild wit, 

I for his beauty and sun-lighted eyes. 

— To bring him to my feet, to lip my hand, 

Had I it in my gift, I *d give the world — 

Its panting fire — heart, diamonds, veins of gold. 
Its rich strands, oceans, belts of cedared hills, 
Whence summer smells are struck by all the 
winds. 

But, whether I might lance him through the brain 
With a proud look, or whether sternly kill 
Him with a single deadly word of scorn, 

Or — whether — yield me up, 

And sink all tears and weakness in his arms. 
And strike him blind with a strong shock of joy — 
Alas ! I feel I could do each and all. 

I will be kind when next he brings me flowers. 
Plucked from the shining forehead of the morn, 
Ere they have ope’d their rich cores to the bee. 
His wild heart with a ringlet will I chain, 

And o’er him I will lean me like a heav’n, 

And feed him with sweet looks and dew-soft 
words, 

And beauty that might make a monarch pale ; 
And thrill him to the heart’s core with a touch — 
Smile him to Paradise at close of ere, 

To hang upon my lip in silver dreams. 

And thus is the story “ left untold ;” and 
vet what more is needed to tell us, that Love 
baa triumphed over Rank, that the Ladv has 
become toe (< Poge” to the Pago, ana the 
Page the Lord to the Lady. 
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From Chambers’ Journal. 

THE GIVING BEE. 

Amoxq some of the pleasantest of my rem- 
iniscences of New York state, is that of a few 
months’ sojourn on the banks of the Croton 
Kiver, the stream which supplies the great 
metropolis of the Union wita the means of 
cleanliness it so much requires. The country 
around my residence was wild, mountainous, 
woody, and haunted by half-forgotten tales of 
love and war — traditions of the struggle 
between the royalist and the patriot. On one 
hill-side, deep in the woods, was still to be 
seen “ Old Sarah’s Cave,” where for upwards 
of forty years the half-crazed victim of an un- 
happy passion had expiated her follies and 
sins in solitude and suffering. The old people 
of the neighboring town of Salem loved to tell 
how they remembered her coming, Sabbath 
after Sabbath, to their church, and now, being 
missed one day from her accustomed place in 
the middle aisle, she was bought at her dreary 
home, and found there dead. In a cottage, 
too, quite near us, dwelt a descendant of one 
of the three captors of poor An dr 6 ; and hero 
and there, among the surrounding villages, the 
gray and tottering ruin of many a revolution- 
ary hero still existed to reward the search of 
the curious. It was, indeed, quite romantic 
ground for the New World. 

The “ ville,” on the outskirts of which we 
lived, hod risen in a pleasant spot ; straggling 
along the left bank of ^he rapid and stony- 
bedded river, and sheltered from the cold win- 
ter blast and the sultry summer sun by moun- 
tains wooded to their summits. At one cor- 
ner of the single street, shaded by majestic 
sjeamores, stood the smithy, that, in all 
lands, most picturesque of work-shops; a 
little beyond, the “ store” claimed attention 
— the coach-office, post-office, and gossiping 
place of the neighborhood. The mill clacked 
and rumbled on the opposite side, and then 
followed a few pretty whito houses, occupied 
by humble mechanics and laborers, of which 
the fringed window-curtains and precise neat- 
ness of exterior gave evidence that the inmates 
resembled, in some rospects at least, their 
near neighbors — the good folks of Connecti- 
cut. A neat church, in summer almost 
hidden by the lofty locust-trees that grew 
around it, and only separated from the min- 
ister’s dwelling by his garden and orchard, 
terminated the village street ; beyond it began 
the heavy white lime-stone walls that in this 
part of VVestchester county are frequently 
used, instead of rail fences, to divide the 
corn-fields and meadows, and which, with the 
ugly red barns and outhouses of the farms 
scattered on the hills around, were far from 
improving the charm of the landscape. 

Both the owners of the comfortable home- 


steads, and the poorer inhabitants of the 
ville, were & simple, unsophisticated race, 
sociable, and primitively hospitable. Many 
were the moon-light tea-drinkings, and ijuilt- 
ing-frolics, and Dorcas-meetings, at which I 
assisted, in company with Mrs. Jones, the 
miller’s wife, and her gossip, the blacksmith’s 
better half. But of all the village -gatherings, 
the Giving Bee gave me the most pleasure, 

I and has remained the most interesting recol- 
lection of my visit. 

Our minister — “ a man he was to all the 
country door” — was “ hired,” as the native 
expression is, at a salary of 200 dollars a year, 
and a house, garden, orchard, and pasture for 
his horse and cow. lie added somewhat to 
his income by preaching every other Sunday 
afternoon at Salem, seven miles off, and by 
instructing half-a-dozen children in branches 
of education not taught at the district school. 
The fiock, however, did not consider their 
pastor yet sufficiently remunerated, and there- 
fore hold an anuual “ Boo,” as an assembly 
for any kind of work is sometimes termed in 
the States, to supply him and his family with 
a portion of thoir yearly necessaries. 

It was rather late in the afternoon of the 
day appointed by the elders — it was a Pres- 
byterian community — that I started with my 
offering for tho minister's dwelling. The 
Decomoer day was dying, the Croton shut up 
beneath ice two feet thick, and tho ground 
covered doep with snow ; but the air was so 
still and clear, that the cold was far from 
boing unpleasantly severe, and tho rapid 
motion of tho sleigh so exhilarating, that the 
drive was delightfcfl. The ville presented a 
gay scene ; vehicles of every shape and size, 
mounted on runners, drawn by horses decked 
profusely with tinkling bell9, and laden with 
noisy parties from the farms, and stores of 
gooa things, were rushing in swift succession 
towards the place of meeting ; while grouped 
beneath tho bare locust-trees around tho 
church, were to be seen numerous empty cars, 
the horses taken out, and bestowed somewhere 
under shelter; where all the poor animals 
found refuge that evening, I never discovered. 
On reaching the house, I was received at tho 
door by some young Indies, farmers’ daugh- 
ters, who for that occasion had taken posses- 
sion of the entire domicile — the master and 
mistress appearing in the character of guests, 
a delicate simulation, which put both giver 
and receiver much more at their ease than 
they could otherwise have felt. I was con- 
ducted to the company bed-chamber to unwrap, 
and to deposit my little gift in the adjoining 
room, appropriated to the reception of the 
“ freewill-offijrings.” It presented an odd 
scene of confusion ; barrels of flour and 
apples ; bags of buckwheat and Indian meal ; 
hams, and huge hanks of yarn for the good- 
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man and children’s stockings ; calico and 
homespun ; pickles and preserves ; a box of 
sugar ; a jar of honey ; a roll of flannel ; a 
bundle of “ comfortables ;’* cheese and crack- 
ers ; all were heaped or scattered upon the 
floor, forming, it seemed to me, a year’s sup- 
ply of clothing, and almost of food. 

“ I guess it will be a kind of help,” re- 
marked one of the young ladies in answer to 
my exclamation of admiring surprise ; 44 but 
it ’s amazing what a profusion of such 
articles is consumed in twelve months !” 

On entering the parlor, I found a numerous 
assembly of the neighbors, rich and poor, 
engaged in general conversation, and await- 
ing the summons to tea. The ladies before 
mentioned were busy preparing the meal, for 
which they had brought every requisite from 
their own homes, and had taxed the house for 
nothingjexceptfine, water, and a kettle. Tables 
were joined to form one that nearly filled the 
modest 44 keeping-room,” and was yet too 
small to accommodate at one time all the 
members of the Bee ; the seniors of the 
party, therefore, took the precedence, and 
were first served, the mistresses of the cere- 
monies attending the guests. The great 
staples of the entertainment were smoking- 
hot butter-milk rolls, and waffled — a cake in- 
herited from the Dutch, and made of butter ; 
it is poured into curiously-shaped iron-moulds, 
and naked in the midst of a glowing fire. 
Great plates of butter, cheese, and thinly- 
shaven smoked beef, accompanied these ; 
while deep crystal dishes of various kinds of 
preserves gavo an air of lightness and ele- 1 
ganco to the somewhat heavy display of good 
things. Every one was helped to everything ; 
and it was amusing to see the heaped-up 
plate of each individual surrounded by a host 
of satellites in the form of Liliputian saucers, 
filled with preserved cherries, peaches, quince, 
and ginger, all to be discussed with the beef, 
cheese, and butter. There was no conversa- 
tion during the repast, which fortunately was 
not a protracted one ; both relays had soon fin- 
ished, and the waiting-maids proceeded to 
make merry together; then, after restoring 
everything to its former order, and packing 
their baskets for the return-journey, they joined 
the rest of the party. 

The evening passed pleasantly in conversa- 
tion — the elderly folks discoursed on the 
“ split” which had recently taken place 
among them on the subject of church govern- 
ment ; the matrons debated domestic myste- 
ries ; and the young men and maidens talked, 
laughed, and even flirted ; while I, as a 
stranger and a 44 Britisher,” received much 
attention, and had to talk and listen more, it 
seemed to me, than was quite fair. 


44 You are from the old country, madam,” 
said a Mrs. Brown ; 44 pray now, did you 
ever become acquainted with my son Hiram ?” 

44 Never, ma’am,” I replied rather emphati- 
cally. 

44 Do tell !” exclaimed the lady ; 41 and yet 
he *s been there four years, and he ’s in public 
life!” 

“ Indeed ; in what capacity ?” 

44 He ’s with Major Jerry Crane, the great 
wild-beast speculator! They travel with a 
splendid caravan, as my son calls it, all over 
the country, and make considerable money.” 

44 It ’s a remarkable good profession in the 
old country,” observed Mr. Jones, the miller, 
who sat near ; 41 1 guess all the wealthiest 
gentlemen in this section have made their 
fortunes by it. That splendid hotel at Som- 
ers, ‘The Elephant,* was built by one of 
them!*” 

44 1 opine you have no such meetings as 
this in England?” remarked a pleasant-look- 
ing young farmer, as he took the seat next to 
me. 

44 We have not,” I replied ; 44 but you are 
aWare that all church matters are conducted 
very differently there from what they are in 
America.” 

4 * I hope so,” said the candid gentleman ; 
44 1 reckon, too, a 4 giving bee* would be con- 
siderable of a help to some of those poor 
curates I *ve read about ! I *11 be darned if I 
could sit and look such a one in the face, 
while he preached ‘.Do unto others, as ye 
would they should do unto ye !* ” 

How our native land seems part of ourselves 
when we are far from it — I blushed as if his 
words were personal ! 

About eight o’clock, a general cessation of 
conversation took place, and a Bilence of three 
or four minutes was broken by the minister 
rising and solemnly inviting us to join him in 
prayer. All rose, and stood with heads bowed 
and eyes cast down, while he gave thanks 
with all the eloquence of unaffected piety for 
the blessings each enjoyed. When he had 
ended, another brief silence ensued, and then 
rose tremblingly, at first from a single voice, 
the sweet notes of a hymn of praise — soon all 
joined, and the sacrea strain swelled full and 
loud. The moment it was concluded, the 
bustle of departure began — hands were 
hastily shaken, the men ran out to seek their 
sleighs and horses, while the women collected 
their baskets and wraps. The night was 
glorious — the moon shone with the purest, 
softest lustre, making the white ground 
sparkle, and silvering the snow-laden trees ; 
and as each sleigh dashed off with its merry 
load, their ringing laughter awoke the moun- 
tain echoes. 
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AN INCIDENT. 

RY WILLIAM SYDNEY THAYER. 

The Spring is breathing on the earth 
Its soft warm gales of scented air, 

And birds and bees are singing forth 
The joy of Nature everywhere. 

A darker green creeps o’er the hill, 

The lilac purples in the hedge, 

The budding willow by the rill 
Leans with young laughs beside its edge. 

The bush, that in the winter long 
Tapped dolefully against the pane, 

Is gladdened by a golden throng 

Of blossoms brimmed with evening’s rain. 

But here, while all is joy and hope. 

In Death’s mysterious slumbers bound, 

Lies one, whose eyes shall never ope 
To the gay soene of life around. 

On the cold wrinkled face a smile 
Tells that the soul, exempt from change, 

Has sailed for some serener isle. 

In happier fields than oars to range. 

As free and light, as if the breeze 
Had blown her from the odorous west, 

A child, wreathed with anemones, 

Glides towards the aged form at rest. 
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Her fair cnrls toss in wild delight, 

Her sweet eyes are of changeful blue, 
Yet the still mystery of that sight 
Has touched them with a deeper hue. 

Start not, dear child, so sweet and fair ! 

At the calm features thou hast viewed, 
For thou, with that pale sleeper there, 

Art linked in strange similitude. 

Both at Life's dawning ! thine is blent 
Of care and mirth, of smiles and tears ; 
Hers, flooded with divine content, 

Unchanging through the eternal years. 


From the Indies’ Companion. 
OHS. 

BY THE LADY EMMELINE STUART WORTLEY. 

0 ! that I hearkened to each clock’s advice. 
What time it doles out life in tones precise — 
Occasions lost shall never more avail ! 

0 ! that I studied o’er each day’s deep tale ! 

The same is ne’er told twice ; no more, no more 
Come th' opportunities we scorned before : 

No day hath ever known a second dawn : 

’T is briefly lent to us, and then withdrawn. 

0 ! that we might the least, light part regain 
Of Time’s lost treasures, proffered us in vain ! 
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GIVE ME A HOME. — NOISELESS WHEELS, 


0 ! that calm Memory, of our deeds and days 
Might spread a map, all sunshine to our gaze ! 

O ! that Her voice — all music to our souls, 
Could tell a tale as f&ir as Hope unrolls ! 

() 1 that each hour that fades from us in night. 
Might bring a star of Truth and Trust to light ! 

O ! that the fancies, that vre see like flowers 
Die in our path, in dark and wintry hours 
Would yield their vacant place in aching hearts 
To deathless hopes, whose freshness ne’er de- 
parts ! 

0! that each sigh we heave — and who but 
sighs ? — 

Could lift the deep heart nearer to the skies ! 

0 ! that we read the World’s great story right, 
" Passing away" with all its pomp and might. 

O ! that all strong affections, that have power 
In feeling hearts through Life’s brief, flying 
hour, 

Might be with noblest trusts and thoughts en- 
twined — 

Pure as the first dreams of an infant’s mind ! 

O ! that our dear ones but our bliss might 
share — 

Lighten — but never languish with our care ! 

0 ! that we yet may feel, may find their love — 
All our joy here — proves half our bliss above ! 


GIVE ME A HOME. 

Give a home with garden lawn around — 

The sweet gross mingled with the flower-decked 
ground. 

Let it slope gently to the soft-breathed south. 
And quaff its warm draughts with a thirsty 
mouth ; 

Let a green valley fair before it spread. 

And through its mead a bright blue stream be 
led ; 

Let high hills rise beyond, and a calm sky 
Bend o’er and hide the neighboring town from 
eye; 

And be it roofed with thatch, or slate, or tile — 

It matters not — so it hA8 rustic style ; 

Let a small wood behind it lift its leaves, 

At a healthy distance — yet above its eaves ; 

And let a winding path amid the trees 
Lead to quaint seats and bowers of shady ease. 
Where brother bards might list the cushat’s coo, 
And tone their thoughts to amorous accents low. 
Or wander through the undergrowth of nut, 

And hark the nightingale at evening shut ; 

And then within let woman fair be found — 
Queen of the Hearth — with household honors 
crowned 

The Lady of the Board — supremely sweet — 
Whose daily duties sandal angels’ feet ! 
Companion — counsellor ! a shield from strife ! 
Home's queen ! man’s help — a loving, faithful 
wife ! 

And let glad children play her steps beside — 
Girls, gentle, graceful — boys, with noble pride ; 
Tender, yet brave — gleesome, yet thoughtful 
too ; 

Branches whose trunk shall joy in buds that 
blow; 


And then what else can heart desire in home — 
What other light should aid dispelling gloom ? 
Save some8weet instrument whose tunings choice- 
Should sweetly mingle with the minstrel’s voice — 
A few fair sketches of earth, seA and sky ; 
Pencillings of distant friends to bring them nigh — 
A little library of spirits rare ; 

Earth’s great historians and sweet singers fair — 
Kind saints — old sages — souls who cannot die. 
But in their thoughts live on immortally ; 

Home friends ! — its purifying element — 

Who teach us wisdom — industry — content ; 
With such a Home, 0, who would envy wealth ! 
With such a Home, and competence and health ! 
0, give me such ! no marbled dome should rise 
A truer temple grateful to the skies ! 


From Punch. 

NOISELESS WHEELS. 

There is a rumor and a talk 
Of an invention that 's Applied, 

Not to the use of those that walk. 

But to the use of those that ride. 

What is it to the public ear 

In loud advertisements appeals ? 

What do they speak of far and near ? 

What makes this noise? The "noiseless 
wheels." 

A subtle meaning may be found 

Where 't is not looked for by the throng — 

A " noiseless wheel !’ * Thus, free from sound. 
The wheel of Time revolves along. 

No voice is heard to note its speed, 

Silent and swift it onward steals ; 

’T is only bv its loss we heed 
The flight of Time — with " noiseless wheels." 

Under the sun there ’s nothing new ; 
Whatever is, has always been : 

Invention can but bring to view 
Things that would else remain unseen. 

The law of Nature — far and near — 

The principle at once reveals ; 

The world, the seasons, year by year. 

Go round and round, like " noiseless wheels." 

The blood that warms the mortal frame 
In circulation will be found ; 

The air about us does the same. 

In silent currents twirling round. 

The head itself will often swim ; 

The brain occasionally reels ; 

And round will come the lot of him 
Who 's helped by fortune’s " noiseless wheels.’* 

But science may have missed its aim. 

For clattering wheels are oft preferred 

By those who think that noise is fame ; 

Not mute would be tho vulgar herd. 

Rare is the man his carriage owns, 

Who modestly his state conceals ; 

He 'd rather rattle o’er the stones, 

Than pass unheard with “ noiseless wheels.” 
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From Household Words. 

ABD-EL-KADER ON HORSEBACK. 

Some curious particulars respecting Arabian 
horses have lately been given to the world, 
from no less authoritative a source than 
Abd-el-Kader himself. General Daumas has 
published a work, entitled Les Chevaux du 
Sahara , and it contains the answers furnished 
by the Arab chief to a list of inquiries that 
had been expressly addressed to him. The 
emir’s letter was translated into French by 
M. Boissonnet, its original form being scru- 
pulously retained ; and many of our readers 
may. be gratified by the sight of an English 
version of the document, even if it be not 
likely to afford them any very great practical 
instruction. 

November 8, 1851 (the 23d of Moharrem, 
the first month of 1268). 

Glory to the One God. His reign alone is 
eternal. 

Health to him who equals in good qualities 
all the men of his time, who seeks only after 
good, whose heart is pure and his discourse 
accomplished, the wise, the intelligent Lord, 
General Daumas, on the part of your friend, 
Sid-el-Hodi Abd-el-Kader, son of Mahi-Eddin. 

Behold the answer to your questions. 

I. You ask how many days an Arabian 
horse can travel without resting, and without 
being made to suffer too much. 

Know that a horse, who is sound in all his 
members, who eats barley which his stomach 
requires, can do whatever his rider wishes 
him. On this subject the Arabs say Allef 
ouannef. * 4 Give barley and overwork.” But 
without overworking the horse, he may be 
made to travel sixteen parasanges every day 
(a parasange is a measure of distance — 
originally Persian — equal to a French league 
and a half, or three and three quarters Eng- 
lish miles, as near as may be) ; that is the 
distance from Mascara to Koudiuh-Aghelizan, 
onjbhe Oued-Mina ; it has been measured in 
drua (cubits). A horse performing this dis- 
tance (of sixty miles English) daily, and eat- j 
ing as much barley ns he likes, can go on 
without fatigue for three, or even for four 
months, without resting a single day. 

II. You ask what distance a horse can 
travel in one day. 

I cannot tell you precisely; but the dis- 
tance ought to be not much less than fifty 
parasanges (one hundred and eighty-seven 
miles and a half) , as from Tlemcen to Mas- 
cara. We have seen a very great number of 
horses perform in one day the distance from 
Tlemcen to Mascara. Nevertheless, a horse 
which has completed that journey ought to 
be spared the following day, and ought only 
to bo ridden a much snorter distance. Most 
of our horses could go from Osran to Mascara I 
in one day, and would perforin the same I 
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journey for two oi three successive days. 
We started from Saida towards eight in the 
morning {au dohha ), in order to fall upon 
the Arbaa, who encamped at Aain-Toukria 
(among the Oulad-Aiad, near Taza), and we 
reached them by break of day ( fedjer) . You 
know the country, and aro acquainted with 
the road which we had to traverse. 

III. You ask me for instances of abstinence 
in the Arabian horse, and for proofs of his 
power of enduring hunger and thirst. 

Know that when we were stationed at the 
mouth of the M^louia, we made razzias in the 
Djebel-Amour, following the route of the 
Desert. On the day ot attack, we pushed 
our horses on for a gallop of five or six hours 
without taking breath, completing our excur- 
sion thither and back in twenty, or at most 
in five and twenty days. During this interval 
of time, our horses had no barley to eat, ex- 
cept what their riders were able to carry with 
them — about eight ordinary feeds. Our 
horses found no straw to eat, but only alfa 
and chiehh, or besides that, in spring-time, 
grass. Notwithstanding which, on returning 
home again, we performed our games on 
horseback the day of our arrival, and wo shot 
with a certain number of them. Many whioh 
were unable to go through with this last ex- 
ercise, were still ip good travelling condition. 
Our horses went without drinking, either for 
one day, or for two ; once, no water was to be 
found for three days. The horses of the 
Desert do much more than that ; they remain 
about three months without eatiog a single 
grain of barley ; they have no acquaintance 
with straw, except on the days when they go 
to buy corn in the Teli, and in general have 
nothing to eat but alfa and chiehh , and some- 
times suetof . Chiehh is better than alfa, and 
guetaf is better than chiehh. The Arabs say, 
%i Alfa makes a horse go, chiehh makes him fit 
for battle.” And 41 Guetof is better than bar* 
ley*” Certain years occur in which the horses 
of the Desert go without tasting a single 
grain of barley during the whole twelvemonth,, 
when the tribes have not been received in the 
Teli. They then sometimes give dates- to 
their horses ; this food fattens them. Their 
horses are then capable both of travelling 
and of going to battle. 

IV. You ask me why, when the French do 
not mount their horses till they are four years 
old, the Arabs mount theirs at an early 
age. 

Know that the Arabs say that horses, like 
men, can learn quickly only in, their child- 
hood. These are their proverbs on that sub- 
Iject : 44 The lessons of infancy are engraved 
on stone ; the lessons of mature age disappear 
like birds’ nests.” They also say, 44 The 
young branch rises straight up again without 
great difficulty ; but the timber tree never 
rises up again.” 
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In the first year, the Arabs teach the horse are the horses which are bfest able to endure 
to be led with the rfoeun , a sort of bridle, hunger, thirst, and fatigue. The horses of 
They call him then dejeda , and begin to bridle the Arbaa and of the Oulad-Nayl come next 
him and to tie him up. When lie is become after those of the Hamyan. In the Teli, the 
teni — that is to say in his second year — they best horses, in respect to purity of race, stat- 
ride him for a mile, then two, then a para- ure, and beauty of form, are those of the 
sange ; and when he is turned of eighteen people of Chelif, particularly those of the 
months old, they are not afraid of fatiguing Oulad-Sidi-Ben-Abd- Allah (Sidi-el-Aaribi), 
him. When he is become rebda telata — that near the Mina, and also those of the Oulad- 
is to say, when he enters his third year — Sidi-Hassan, a branch of the Oulad-Sidi-Dah- 
they tie him up, cease to ride him, cover him hou, who inhabit the mountains of Mascara, 
with a good ajelale (horse-cloth), and make The most rapid in the Hippodrome, and also 
him fht. On this subject they say : “In the of beautiful shape, are of the tribe of Flitas, 
first year (djeda) tie him up for fear any of the Oulad-Cherif and the Oulad-Lekreud. 
accident should happen to him. In the sec- The best to travel over stony ground, without 
ond year ( teni ) ride him till his back bends, being shod, are those of the tribe of Assasse- 
In the third year ( rebda telata ) tie him up na, in the Yakoubia. This saying is attrib- 
again. Then, if he does not suit you, sell uted to Moulaye Ismail, the oelebrated Sultan 
him.” of Morocco : “ May my horse have been 

If a horse is not ridden before the third brought up in the Maz, and led to water in 
year, it is certain that he will be good for the Bias !” The Maz is a place in the coun- 
nothing but for running, at most, which there try of the Assassena, and the Biaz is the 
is no occasion for him to learn ; it is his brook, known by the name of Toufet, which 
original faculty. The Arabs thus express runs through their territory. The horses of 
the thought : El djouad idjri be aasetouh ; the Ouled-Khaled are also renowned for the 
“ The djouad runs according to his breeding.” same qualities. Sidi-Amed-Ben Youssef has 
(The noble horse has no need to be taught to said on the subject of this tribe, “ Long tresses 
run.) and long djelats will be seen amongst you till 

V. You ask me why, if the offspring par- the day of resurrection ;” praising thus at 
takes more of the qualities of the male than the same time both their women and their 
of the female parent, the mares, notwith- horses. 

standing, sell for higher prices than the VIII. You tell me that people have assured 
horses. you that the horses of Algeria are not Arabian 

The reason is this ; he who purchases a horses, but Barbs, 
mare hopes that all the while he is making This is an opinion which falls back again 
use of her he will obtain from her a numerous upon its authors. The people of Barbary arc 
progeny ; but he who buys a horse derives of Arab origin. A celebrated author has 
from it no other benefit than its services for said: “The people of Barbary inhabit the 
the saddle, as the Arabs never take money Mogheb ; they are all sons of Kais-Ben- 
for the use of their horses, but lend them gra- Ghuan. It is also asserted that they aro 
tuitously. descended from the two great Hemiatrites 

VI. Yon ask whether the Arabs of the tribes, the Senahdja and the Kettama, who 

Desert keep registers to record the descent of came into the country at the time of the in- 
their horses ? vasion of Ifrikech-el-Malik. * * 

Enow that the people of the Algerian According to these two opinions, the peo- 
Desert do not trouble themselves about such pie of Barbary are really Arabs. Moreover, 
registers, any more than the people of Teli. historians have established the kindred of the 
The notoriety of the facts is quite sufficient ; majority of the tribes of Barbary, and their 
for the genealogy of the blood-horses is as descent from the Senahdja and the Kettama. 
universally known as that of their masters. The arrival of these tribes is anterior to 1s- 
I have heard say that some families had these lamism ; the number of emigrated Arabs in 
written genealogies, but I am unable to quote the Mogheb is incalculable. When the Obei- 
them. But books of the kind are in the din (the Fatdmites) were masters of Egypt, im- 
East,a8 I have mentioned in the little treatise mense tribes passed into Africa, and amongst 
which I am shortly about to address to you. others the Riahh. They spread from Ka'i- 

VII. You ask which of the Algerian tribes rouan to Merrakech (Morocco.) It is from 

are the most celebrated for the purity of race these tribes that are descended, in Algeria, 
of their horses. the Douaouda, the Aiad, the Madid, the 

Know that the horses of the Hamyan ore Oulad-Mad, the Gakid-Jakoub-Zerara, the 
the best horses of the Desert, without excep- Djendal, the Attaf, the Hamis, the Braze, the 
tioo. They have none but excellent horses, Sb^ba, and many others. No one doubts that 
because they never employ them either for the Arabian horses have spread in the Mog- 
tillage or for Carrying burdens. They use heb, in the same way as the Arabian families, 
them only for travelling and for battle. These In the time of Ifrikech-ben-Kaif, the empire 
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of the Arabs was all-powerful ; it extended 
towards the west, as far as the boundaries of 
the Mogjheb, as in the time of Chamar the 
Hdmiante, it extended towards the east as 
far as China, according to the statement of 
Ben Koutei'ba in his book entitled El Marif. 

It is perfectly true, that if the Algerian 
horses are of Arab race, many of them have 
fallen from their nobility, because they are 
only too frequently employed in tillage, in 
carrying burdens, and in doing other similar 
hard work ; and also because some of the 
mares have been associated with asses, which 
never happened under the Arabs of old. So 
t much so, that according to their ideas, it is 
sufficient for a horse to have trodden upon 
ploughed land to diminish his value. On this 
subject the following story is told : 

A man was riding upon a horse of pure 
race. He was met by his enemy, also mounted 
upon a noble courser. One pursued the other, 
and he who gave chase was distanced by him 
who fled. Despairing to reach him, he then 
shouted out, “ I ask you, in the name of God, 
has your horse ever worked on the land?” 

“He has worked on the land, for four 
days.” 

“ Very well ! mine has never worked. By 
the head of the Prophet, I am sure of catching 
you.” 

He continued the chase. Towards the end 
of the day, the fugitive began to lose ground 
and the pursuer to gain it. He soon succeeded 
in fighting with the man whom he had given 
up all hopes of reaching. 

My father — may God receive him in mer- 
cy ! — was accustomed to say, “ No blessing 
upon our country, ever since we have changed 
our coursers into beasts of burden and tillage. 
Has not God made the horse for the race, the 
ox for the plough , and the camel for the 
transport of merchandise*? There is nothing 
gainai by changing the ways of God . 9 9 

IX. You ask me, besides, for our maxims 
os to the manner of keeping and feeding our 
horses. 

Know that the master of a horse gives him 
at first but little barley, successively increas- 
ing his ration by small quantities, and then 
diminishing it again a trifle, as soon as he 
leaves any, and continuing to supply it at that 
rate. The best time to give barley is the 
evening. Except on the road, there is no 
_ profit in giving it in the morning. On this 
point they say, “ Morning barley is found 
again on the dunghill, evening barley in the 
oroup.” The best way of giving barley is to 
offer it to the horse ready saddled and girthed ; 
as the best way of watering a horse is to 
make him drink with his bridle on. On this 
point it is said, “ The water with the bridle, 
and the barley with the saddle.” The Arabs 
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especially prefer those horses which are mod- 
erate eaters, provided they are not weakened 
by their abstinence. “Such a one,” they 
say, “ is a priceless treasure.” “To give 
drink at sunrise, makes* the horse lean ; to 
give him drink in the evening, makes’ him 
fat ; to give him drink in the* middle of the 
day, keeps him in his present condition.” 

During the great heats, which last forty 
days ( sometime ), the Arabs give their horses 
drink only every other dav. It is said that 
this custom has the best effects. In the sum- 
mer, in the autumn, and in the winter, they 
give an armful of straw to their horses, but 
the ground-work of their diet is barley, in 
preference to every other sort of food. On 
this subject the Arabs say : “ If we had not 
seen that horses are foaled by horses, we 
should suy that barley produces them.” They 
say, 

Ghelid ou chrtrik, 

Ou chair idjenrih — 

(Look out for a largo ono, and buy him. 
Barley will mako him run.) 

They say : “ Of forbidden meats, choose 
the lightest.” That is to say, choose a light 
horse ; the flesh of the horse is forbidden to 
Mussulmen. 

They say : “ It takes many a breakage to 
make a good rider.” 

They say : “ Horses of pure race have no 
vice.” 

They say : “ The horse at the halter is the 
honor of the master.” 

They say : “ Horses are birds which have 
no wings.” 

“ For horses, nothing is distant.” 

They say: “Nothing is at a distance, for 
horses.” 

They say : “Ho who forgets the beauty of 
horses for the beauty of women, will never 
prosper.” 

They say : “ The horse knows his rider.” 

The jSainfc Ben-el-Abbas — may God take 
him into favor — has also said : — 

Lovo horpes, care for thorn. 

Spare no trouble for them, 

By them comes honor, by them oomes beauty. 
If horses are abandoned by mon, 

I make them enter into my family, 

I share with them the bread of my children, 

My wives dress them in their own veils, 

And cover themselves with their horsecloths. 

I load them overy day 
On the field of adventure, 

I fight with the bravest. 

I have finished the letter which our brother 
and companion, the fHend of all, the Com- 
mandant Sidi-Bou-Senna, will forward to you. . 
— Health. 

Abd-kl-Kader. 
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WASHINGTON IRVING. 


From the New Monthly Magutne. 

AMERICAN AUTHORSHIP. 

No. I. — Washington Ikying. 

\ 

Few, it may be reasonably affirmed, will 
demur to the judgment which assigns to Mr. 
Washington Irving the most distinguished 
place in American literature. Meaning there- 
by, not the distinction of incomparable genius 
in general, nor of preeminent superiority in 
any special department of authorship ; but 

— without present reference to his personal 
or intrinsic claims, however great — the dis- 
tinction of extrinsic, popular renown, the 
external evidence of long-established and 
world- wide recognition. Wherever America 
is known to have a literature at all. she is 
known to rejoice in one Geoffrey Crayon, 
Gent., as its representative. If an unreading 
alderman presiding at a public dinner wished 
to couple with a toast in honor of that litera- 
ture the name of its most distinguished scion, 
Washington Irving’s, we presume, is the 
name he would fix on ; not, perhaps, that the 
alderman may have read that author much, 
but that he has read his brother authors less, 
or not at nil, and, in short, proposes the toast 
in an easy, conventional, matter-of-fact way, 
as paying a compliment the legitimacy of 
which will bo impeached by no compotator at 
the civic board. The alderman’s private 
opinion, he being “ no great things*’ as a 
student and critic in the belles kttres , may be 
valued at zero; but his post-prandial propo- 
sition, as the mouthpiece of public opinion, 
as the symbol or exponent by which society 
rates a name now to be toasted with all the 
honors, is of prime significance. There may 
be American writers who, either in the range, 
or the depth, of literary power, or in both 
combined, are actually the superiors of the 
author of “ Rip Van Winkle” and the “ His- 
tory of New York.” He may yield in pictu- 
resque reality to Fenimore Cooper — in dra- 
matic aninmtiou to Brockden Brown — in 
meditative calmness to Cullen Bryant — to 
Longfellow in philosophic aspiration — to 
Holmes in epigrammatic ease — to Emerson 
in independent thought — to Melville in graph- 
ic intensity — .to Edgar Poe in witching fancy 

— to Mayo in lively eccentricity — to Pres- 
cott in accurate erudition — to Hawthorne in 
subtle insight — to Mitchell io tender senti- 
ment. He may, or he may not, do all this, 
or part of it. But, notwithstanding, his po- 
sition remains, either way, at the top of the 
tree. Thitherwards he was elevated years 
ago, by popular acclamation, when as yet he 
atood almost alone in transatlantic literature ; 
and thence there has been little disposition to 
thrust him down, in favor of the many rivals 
who have since sprung up, and multiplied, 
and covered the land. Airs. Beecher Stowe is 


of course infinitely more popular for the nonce, 
or, indeed, 

It m ay be for years, and ij may be forever ; 

but, recurring to that distinction which is 
traditional, conventional, and thus far “ well- 
ordered in all things and sure,” Washington 
Irving holds it in possession, and that is nine 
points of the law. 

In effect, he is already installed on the 
shelf ns a classic. His sweet, smooth, trans- 
lucent style mokes him worthy to be known, 
and pleasant to be read, of all men. Be his 
theme what it may — and in choice of themes 
he is comprehensive enough — whether a 
Dutch “ tea and turnout,” or a “ Siege of 
Granada ;” a full-length of “ Mahomet, ora 
crayon sketch of “ Jack Tibbetts a biogra- 
phy of “Goldsmith,” or of “ Dolph Heyli- 
ger a “ prairie on fire,” or a “ Yorkshire 
Christmas dinner;” a night on the “ Rocky 
Mountains,” or a morning at “ Abbotsford” 
— to each, he brings the same hello stile chc , 
as he may say, and has said,* m'ha falto onore. 
His style is indeed charming, so far as it goes. 
That is not, possibly, very far, or at least very 
deep. For it is not a style to compass pro- 
found or impassioned subjects, or to intone 
the thrilling notes which “ sigh upward from 
the Delphio eaves of human lifo.” It has 
not, speaking generally and “ organically,” 
more than one set of keys, and can 'give little 
meaning to passages demanding diapason gran- 
deur, or trumpet stop. It fluently expresses 
ballad and dance music ; or oven the melliflu- 
ous cadences of Bellini, and the gliding graces 
of Haydn ; but beyond its range are such 
complex harmonies ns a Sinfonia Eroica, such 
tumultuous movements us a Hails tone Cho- 
rus. And therefore i9 it not what one some- 
times hears it called, a perfect style — unless 
the perfection be relatively interpreted, quoad 
rem, which of itself is a “ pretty considerable” 
concession. But in its proper track it js 
eminently delightful, and flows on, not in 
serpentine, meandering curves, but straight- 
forward, “ unhasting, yet unresting,” with 
musical ripple as of some soft inland murmur. 
Hence a vast proportion of tho favor vouch- 
safed to its master, who has made it instru- 
mental in popularizing subjects in the treat- 
ment of which he had scarcely another ad- 
vantage, or even justification. Quiet humor, 
gentle pathos, sober judgment, healthy moral- 
ity, amiable sentiment, and exemplary pro- 
fessional industry have done the rest. 

That Mr. Irving was eminently endowed 
with the mytho-poeic faculty — the art of 
myth-making — was delightfully evident m 
the production of “ Knickerbocker’s History 

* In the pro face to his “ Lifo of Goldsmith,” to 
whose literary influence over himself he appl* cf 
the addrose of Dante to Virgil. 
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of New York.’* In relation to the infant 
experiences of the city he depicts, he occupies 
as notable a position from the positive pole as 
Niebuhr does from the negative ; the Ger- 
man's skill in the use of the minus sign, he 
emulates in dexterous management of the 
plus ; whatever fame the one deserves as a de- 
structive, the other may arrogate as a con- 
servative, or rather a creator ; the former 
immortalizes himself because he exhausts old 
worlds, the latter because he imagines new. 
All honor, then, to the undaunted historian 
of New York, from the Beginning of the 
World to the End of the Dutch Dynasty — 
being the Only Authentic History of the 
Times that ever hath been published ; which 
peremptory “ only,” so far at least as it ex- 
cludes other claimants, is a terse and tidy 
challenge, “ which nobody can deny.” Equal- 
ly undeniable is it that, for a historian and 
chronicler, old Knickerbocker is “ a jolly good 
fellow;” and that even Sir Robert Walpole 
might have been tempted to revoke and recant 
his slander on history at large, hud he been 
familiar with such a dainty dish as this. 
Every pursuivant of useful knowledge is con- 
ciliated in limine , by the honest man’s assur- 
ance, that if any one quality preeminently 
distinguishes his compilation, it is that of 
conscientious, severe, and faithful veracity — 
“ carefully winnowing away the chaff of hy- 
pothesis, and discarding the tares of fable, 
which are too apt to spring up and choke the 
seeds of truth and wholesome knowledge.” 
Inspired by this stern principle, it is beautiful 
to hear his disclaimer of all records assailable 
by scepticism, or vulnerable by critical analy- 
sis — his sublime rejection of many a pithy 
tale and marvellous adventure — his jealous 
maintenance of that fidelity, gravity, and dig- 
nity which he accounts indispensable to his 
order. The heroes of the New York mytho- 
logical aeon swagger before us in memorable 
guise. Good Master Hendrick Hudson, for 
instance, with his mastiff mouth, and his broad 
copper noso — supposed (the latter to wit) to 
have acquired its fiery hue from the constant 
neighborhood of the tobacco-pipe ; a man re- 
markable for always jerking up his breeches 
when he gave out his orders , and for a voice 
which souuded not unlike the brattling of a 
tin trumpet, owing to the number of hard 
lior’-westeis swallowed by him in the course 
of his sea-faring. Walter the Doubter, again, 
so styled because the magnitude of his ideas 
kept him everlastingly in suspense — his head 
not being large enough to let him turn them 
over and examine them on both sides ; an alleged 
lineal descendant of the illustrious King Log ; 
hugely endowed with the divine faculty of 
silence, and loving to sit with his privy coun- 
cil for hours together, smoking and dozing 
over public uffairs, without speaking a word to 
interrupt that perfect stillness so necessary to 


deep reflection. Golden age of innocence and 
primitive blessedness ! whon tea-parties were 
marked with the utmost propriety and dig- 
nity of deportment — no flirting, or coquetting 

— no gambling of old ladies, or hoyden chat- 
tering and romping of young ones — but when 
the demuro misses seated themselves for the 
evening in their rush-bottomed chairs, and 
knit tneir own woollen stockings, nor ever 
opened their lips, unless to eay “ Yah, Myn- 
heer,” or “ Yah, ya Vrouw,” to any ques- 
tion that was asked them — while the gentle- 
men tranquilly “ blew a cloud,” and seemed, 
one and all, lost in contemplation of the blue 
and white tiles of the fireplace, representing, 
perhaps, Tobit and liis dog, or Hainan swing- 
ing conspicuously on his gibbet, or Jonah 
manfully bouncing out of the whale, “ like 
harlequin through a barrel of fire.” Then 
comes William the Testy — that universal 
genius” — who would have been a much bet- 
ter governor had he been a less learned man 

— who was perpetually experimentalizing at 
the expense of the state, and reducing to 
practice the political schemes ho had gath- 
ered from Solon and Lycurgus, and the re- 
public of Plato and the Pandects of Justinian 

— who introduced the art of fighting by proc- 
lamation (an art worthy of Mr. Cobden* him- 
self), and wrought out for himself great re- 
nown by a series of mechanical inventions, 
such os carts that went before the horses, and 
patronized a race of lawyers and bum-bailiffs, 
and made his people exceedingly enlightened 
and unhappy. And, lastly, we have Peter the 
Headstrong — tough, sturdy, valiant, weather- 
beaten, leathern-sided, and wooden-legged — 
a hero of chivalry struck off by the hand of 
nature at a singlo heat — a beautiful relique 
of old-fashioned bigotry — a perfect fossil of 
effete notions — a peremptory and pugnacious 
man, who would stmup to and fro about the 
town, during political ferment, with a most 
war-betokening visage, his hands in his pock- 
ets, whistling a low Dutch psalm- tune, which 
bore no small resemblance to tho music of a 
north-east wind when a storm is brewing ; 
the very dogs, as they eyed his excellency, 
and heard his wooden foot-fall, skulking any- 
whither in dismay. It argues a significant 
talent for ironical composition, and easy bad- 
inage in Mr. Irving, that he has sustained to 
the last, in this perhaps over-long history, tho 

* Tho fellow-feeling between these two great 
men may be illustrated by the annexed passage 
from Knickerbocker : — “ The great defect of 
William the Testy’s policy was, that though no 
man could be more ready to stand forth in an 
hour of emergency, yet he was so intent upon 
guarding the national pooket, that he suffered tho 
enemy to break its head ; in other words, what- 
ever preoaution for public safety he adopted, he 
was so intent upon rendering it cheap, that he in- 
variably rendered it ineffectual.” — “History of 
New York,” book iv., c. 4. 
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quaint tone of subdued comedy and simple 
gravity which marks its opening. It abounds 
in pungent reflections profitable for later times, 
ana likely to remain applicable until the lost 
public quack and parliamentary humbug and 
official mountebank shall be no more. 

44 Salmagundi” belongs to the same — the 
earliest — stage in the author’s literary ca- 
reer, and partakes of the same satiric feat- 
ures. But the satire is good-natured enough 
in both cases, and indeed comes from too 
kindly a heart to be impregnated with any 
very titter stuff. What Byron calls 

The royal vices of the age, demand 

A keener weapon and a mightier hand. 

And against such it is not Geoffrey Crayon’s 
mission to set himself in array. 

Still there are follies e’en for him to chase, 

And yield, at least, amusement in the race. 

So that, although it is not for him, “ good 
easy man, full surely,” to confront and ap- 
prehend gigantic vice stalking in the streets, 
or to extinguish the 44 guilty glare” blazing 
from what threaten to be 44 eternal beacons of 
oonsummate crime,” yet he can speak on the 
hint, 

Are there no follies for my pen to purge 1 

Are there no fools whose backs deserve the scourge % 

And, albeit, the fools have nine lives, and 
kind Geoffrey’s scourge, or cat, hath only one ; 
he lays it on with what appetite he may. 
He certainly has the gift; “ d’apercevoir le 
ridicule, et de lo pemdre avec grace et 
gaietd.” And as certainly, be has had no 
such 44 evil communications” with a mocking 
spirit* as to corrupt his 44 good manners,” or 
freeze his warm heart. 

Hitherto Mr. Irving had catered for the 
New World. He was now to identify him- 
self with the literators of the Old, by pub- 
lishing 44 The Sketch-Book,” under (to use 
his own words) 44 the kind and cordial aus- 

of the above 44 sense of the ridiou- 
the art of painting it with vivacity 
and mirth, Madame de Stu6l adds : “ Ce n’est pas 
lh le genre do moquerie dont les suites sont les 
plus k orsindre ; oelle qui s’attache aux idees et 
aax sentimens est la plus funeste de toutes, car 
elle s’insinue dans la source des affections fortes 
etd6vouces.” — De l’Allkmagxk, IV., § ii. This 
44 wise saw,” in its warning against the pervert- 
ing tendencies of satire, reminds us of a “ modern 
instanoe.” Thomas Moore, a man of as gay and 
kindly a disposition os the author of 44 Salma- 
gundi,” hod attained a far greater renown as a 
satirist, and with far greater pretensions to that 
44 bod eminence,” when, apprehensive of its cor- 
roding power, as well on agent as patient, he wrote 
in his diary (1819) : “ Resolved never to have 
anything more to do with satire ; it is a path in 
which one not only strews, but gathers thorns.” 
Vive years previously, Lady Donebal hod urged 
him to take the same resolution, on the some 
grounds. 


* Speaking 
lous,” and of 


pices of Sir Walter Scott,” and by the agency 
of the prince or booksellers, John Murray. 
This Sketch-Book he compares with that of a 
wayward travelling artist, who, following 
the bent of his vagrant inclination, copies 
objects in nooks, ana corners, and by-places : 
the result being a volume crowded with cot- 
tages, and landscapes, and obscure ruins, but 
neglectful of St. Peter’s, or the Colosseum, 
the cascade of Terni, or the bay of Naples, 
and without a single glacier or volcano in the 
whole collection. This absence of aught 
volcanic or violent removes the sketches from 
participation in Diderot’s judgment, that 
44 leg esquisses ont com muniment un feu que 
le tableau u’a pas. C’est le moment de cha- 
leur de Tartiste, &c.” Look not in these 
esquisses for feu or chaleur. They are the 
placid, dreamy droppings of a limner’s truant 
crayon, wandering over the paper at its own 
sweet will. Variety the collection designedly 
has ; the collector’s design being that it 
should contain something to suit each reader, 
to harmonize with every note in the gamut 
of taste. 44 Few guests,” argued he, in or- 
ranging his Miscellany — 44 few guests sit 
down to a varied table with an equal appe- 
tite for every dish. One has on elegant hor- 
ror of a roasted pig ; another holds a curry 
or a devil in utter abomination ; a third can- 
not tolerate the ancient flavor of venison and 
wild fowl ; and a fourth, of truly masculine 
stomach, looks with sovereign contempt on 
those knick-knacks here and there dished up 
for the ladies. Thus each article is condemned 
in its turn ; and yet, amidst this variety of ap- 
petites, seldom does a dish go away from the 
table without boin^ tasted and relished by 
some one or other oi the guests.” Is pathos 
your passion 1 There is 44 The Widow and 
her Son,” to ope the sacred source of sympa- 
thetic tears — the affliction of a widow, aged, 
solitary, destitute, bereaved of her last solace ; 
and there is 44 The Pride of the Village,” a 
love-tale, and a tale of sorrow unto deatn — a 
prose elegy, most musical, most melancholy, 
on as pretty a low-born lass as ever ran on 
the green sward. Is humor to you a metal 
more attractive (though every true taste for 
pathos involves a hearty relish for humor, 
and vice versa) ? There is the discursive 
chapter on ‘‘Little Britain” — that heart’s 
core of the city, that stronghold of John Bull- 
ism, as it seemed to Mr. Crayon, looking os 
usual through colored spectacles, so that he 
here recognized a fragment of London as it 
was in its better days, with its antiquated 
folks and fashions, where flourish in great 
preservation many of the holiday games and 
customs of yore, and where still revisit the 
glimpses of the moon not a few ghosts in full- 
bottomed wigs and hanging sleeves, or in lap- 
pets, hoops and brocade. Such a Little Britain 
was hardly to be found in Great Britain when 
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Geoffrey pilgrimized amongst os ; and is now 
traceable, in its merest outline, only in his 
Sketch-Book. Then, again, there is the 
“ Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” recording the 
expedition of Ichabod Crane, and his adven- 
ture with the Goblin Horseman ; and the 
essay on “John Bull,” from an American 
point of view ; and the “ Christmas Din- 
ner” at Bracebridge Hall, with boar's head 
and carol, with wassail bowl of “ gentle 
lamb’s wool,” celebrated by Master Simon, 
in certain roistering staves about the “ merry 
browne bowle” ana the “ merry deep canne,” 
and followed by a Christmas mummery, su- 
perintended by a Lord of Misrule, in which 
Ancient Christmas duly figures away with a 
frostbitten nose, and Dame Mince Pie, in the 
venerable magnificence of a faded brocade, 
long stomacher, peaked hat, and high-heeled 
shoes. Or, if your demand be for the roman- 
tic and the superstitious, is there not “ The 
Spectre Bridegroom,” and the peerless nar- 
rative of “Rip Van Winkle 1” Or, should 
you be of literary predilections, there are 
the essay on “ The Art of Book-making,” and 
the Shnkspearenn researches in the Boar's 
Head Tavern, and Stratford-on-Avon. A like 
miscellaneous character pertains to “ Brace- 
bridge Hall,” and the same refractive medium 
of colored spectacles everywhere occurs. The 
merry England described is almost in the 
state of the old lady in the ballad, market- 
l>ound, egg-laden, and sleepily recubans sub 
tegmine fagi, to whom, locked in dreamland, 
“ there came by a pedler, and his name was 
Stout, and he cut her petticoats all round 
about so that when the matron recovered 
her consciousness, it was (Hibernic^) not to 
know herself, aod to infer from the new 
guise of her scant classic drapery that her 
personal me (Teutonic^) had evaporated, or 
transmigrated, or disintegrated itself in some 
ineffable fashion, precipitating this ineffable 
residuum or result. Geoffrey Crayon has 
played more amiable but equally revolution- 
ary pranks on “ merry England,” adorning 
her in vestments so out of date (alas ! ), and so 
dreamily fictitious, that she fails to recognize 
in the glass even the general resemblance. 
He has painted her, not as the sun paints 
portraits, with harsh and unflattering fidelity, 
blackening every frown, deepening every fur- 
row, indenting every crow’s foot, but rather 
as the sentimental artist, who has a soul above 
accuracy, and who groups together prosy peo- 
ple in poetic attitudes, after the manner of 
the family piece in the " Vicar of Wake- 
field.” r l r hese Yorkshire squires and villagers 
are but demi-somi-realities. They are mostly 
too good to be true. The angularities of the 
originals are too much smoothed down, their 
crooked wavs made straight, and their rough 
places plain. Distance seems to lend en- 
chantment to the view, and a dreamy haze to 
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soften the vision. Be it for from ns, never- 
theless, to rail at the skofccber’s kindly ideal- 
ism ; nor ever can his book be other than 
dear to us while we remember in it a Ready- 
Money Jack, and a Tom Sliogsby tho school- 
master, or recall that substantial, drab- 
breeched, top-booted mystery, the Stout Gen- 
tleman in No. 13. Nor must we omit allu- 
sion to that august widow, Lady LilJycraft, 
tender-hearted, romantic, and fond of case — 
living on white meats and little ladylike 
dishes — cherishing the intimacy of pet dogs, 
Angola cats, and singing birds — an insatiable 
novel-reader, though she maintains that 
there are no novels now-a-days equal to 
“Pamela” and “Sir Charles Grandison,” 
and that the “Castle of Otranto” is at the 
head of all romances. Old Christy, too, and 
Mrs. Hannah, merit a passing salutation — a 
couple as evidently formed to be linked to- 
gether os ever were peper-box and vinegar- 
cruet. The story of ‘ ‘ Dolph Heyliger’ ’ glides 
on with sprightly ease. 

Next, we come to the “ Tales of a Travel- 
ler.” Comparatively, it is a well-known 
truth, they were a ' failure. Mr. Irving's 
rambling among the forests of Germany and 
the plains of Italy provided him with copious 
materiel for legendary lore ; but the critics 
decided that ol this materiel he did not make 
the most. Notwithstanding his advantages, 
he might have written the tales, it was 
averred, without being a traveller at aU ; in- 
stead of spending three years on them, he 
might have finished the thing in three months, 
without stirring out of London. The ghost 
stories, it was alleged, were some of them old, 
and nearly all badly told — that is, not told 
seriously, but in a sort of half- witty vein, 
with little dancing quirks interspersed. “ Good 
Heavens!” crieaa Blackwood censor, “are 
we come to this, that men of this rank cannot 
even make a robbery terrific, or a love story 
tolerable ? ’ ’ The story of the Inn at Terracina, 
of the Beheaded Lady, of Buckthorne, Ac., all 
were more or less found wanting ; in descrip- 
tive passages, where the traveller had taken 
up his rest at Venice, Florence, Naples, and 
other such iospiring abodes, he was declared 
to have produced either a blank or a blunder ; 
and the only meed of praise awarded him was 
for that sedtion of the book devoted to “ soma 
of his old genuine stuff — the quaintnesses of 
the ancient Dutch heers and frows of the 
delicious land of the Manhattoes.” He was 
therefore counselled to eschew European and. 
classical subjects, and to riot once more, 
as Knickerbocker, in pumpkin pies, grinning 
negroes, smoking skippers, plump little Dutch 
maidens, and their gnzsly-periwigged papas. 
If he would have honor, he was bid go seek 
it by prophesying and historicizing about his 
own country, ana his father’s house. 

So far he followed this counsel as to write 
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in detail the life and the voyages of his coun- 
try’s immortal visitor, not to say her mortal 
creator, Christopher Columbus — 

Who the great secret of the Deep possessed, 
And, issuing through the portals of the West, 
Fearless, resolved, with every sail unfurled, 
Planted his standard on the Unknown World.* 

Verily, a fascinatiAjj narrative — a strange, 
saddening, yet inspiriting tale of the great 
Genoese sea-king, and of his great fight of 
afflictions, in journeyings often, in perils of 
waters, in perils by his adopted countrymen, 
in perils by the heathen, in perils io the 
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 
among false brethren ; in weariness and pain- 
fulness, in watchings often, in hunger and 
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and naked- 
ness. In narrating the story of this hero, Mr. 
Irving has endeavored ta place him in a clear 
and familiar point of view ; rejecting no cir- 
cumstance, however trivial, which appeared 
to evolve some point of character ; and seeking 
all kinds of collateral facts which might 
throw light upon his views and motives. In 
this endeavor he has succeeded. Few biogra- 
phies surpass in sustained interest this memoir 
of the 

. . . noXvrQonor, of paXa noXia 

nXa Y x^l 

a misconceived, misrepresented man — with 
none ty sympathize with and foster his high 
imaginations, 

Moving about in worlds not realised. 

Perhaps the subject might have warranted a 
little more warmth of coloring — indeed, Mr. 
Irving is less ornate than usual in the present 
instance, and might easily have drawn a more 
impressive figure of the admiral in the waste 
deep waters — “ arouud him, mutinous, dis- 
couraged souls to use the words of Cariyle ; 
“ behind him, disgrace and ruin ; before him, 
the unpenetratod veil of Night.” However, 
apart lrom the intrinsic charm of the recital, 
there is so much of the author's wonted 
fluency and unaffected grace of style and clear- 
ness of method in .working it out, that it 
leaves us sensibly his debtors, and in charity 
with him, if not (remembering the wrongs of 
Columbus) with all mankind. 

The bent of his Spanish studies at this 
time found a new direction in the “ History 
of the Conquest of Granada” — wherein he 
has fully availed himself, says Mr. Presoott, 
of all the picturesque and animating move- 
ments of the romantic era of Ferdinand and 
Isabella, and has been very slightly seduced 
from historic accuracy by the poetical aspect 
of his subject. “ The fictitious and romantic 
dress of his work has enabled him to make it 

* Rogers. 


the medium for reflecting more vividly the 
floating opinions and chimerical fancies of the 
age, while he has illuminated the picture 
with the dramatic brilliancy of coloring 
denied to sober history.”* The concoction 
of this modern Iliad is certainly admirable. 
The hand of a master is seen in the dclinea- . 
tion of character, Christian and Moorish ; in 
the grouping of the dramatis persona ; and in 
the evolution, act by act, and scene after 
scene, of the drama itself. Especially we 
remember with interest the portraits of Don 
Juan de Vera, ever dignified and chivalric, 
and the gallant Ponoe de Leon, Marquis of 
Cadiz; of the daring old warrior, El Zagal, 
and the ill-starred Boabdill. Tenderly the 
historian tells the exodus of the latter, with 
his devoted cavaliers, from the city of the 
.Alhambra — how they paused on the moun- 
tain side to take a farewell gaze at their 
beloved Granada, which a few more steps 
would Bhut from their sight forever, and 
which never before had appeared so lovely in 
their eyes — the Bunshine, so bright in that 
transparent climate, lighting up each tower 
and minaret, and resting gloriously upon tho 
crowning battlements of the Alhambra, while 
the vega (plaio) spread its enamelled bosom of 
verdure below, glistening with the silver 
windings of the Xenil ; how the proud exiles 
lingered with a silent agony of tenderness and 
grief in view of that delicious abode, the 
scene of their loves and pleasures — until a 
light cloud of smoke burst forth from the 
citadel, and a peal of artillery, faintly heard, 
told that the city was taken possession of, and 
the throne of the Moslem king lost forever : 
and how, thereupon, the heart of Boabdill 
softened by misfortunes, and overcharged 
with woe, could no longer contain itself, and 
the words of resignation, Allah achbar ! died 
upon his lips, and tears blinded his last glance 
at the metropolis of his sires. 

Far less satisfactory, to our thinking, is the 
collection of tales entitled the “ Alhambra" 
— for we shared in the ** dolorous disappoint- 
ment” of an eminent reviewer, who observes 
that he came to it with the eager supposition 
that it was some real Spanish or Moorish 
legend connected with that romantic edifice ; 
and behold ! it was a mere Sadler's Wells 
travesty (before the reign of Phelps and 
legitimacy) applied to some slender fragments 
from past days. The observation applies, 
however, to the plan of the work, not to the 
execution. 

But we must “ hurry on” — which Mr. 
Irving did d merveille y in his rapid production 
of volume after volume. “ A Tour on tho 
Prairies” recalls him to his own country, in 
one of its most distinctive features, and is 

* Prescott’s “ History of the Roign of Ferdi- 
nand and Isabella,” voi. ii., ch. 4. 
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agreeably described, without any straining at 
effect, or long-bow dranghtmanship. 41 Asto- 
ria’ ’ followed — the story of a merchant- 
prince’s commercial enterprise, from its pro- 
jection to its failure ; sometimes tedious, but 
not without moving accidents by flood and 
field. 44 Abbotsford and Newstead” is a 
delightful specimen of biographical-topograph- 
ical gossip ; the former part making up one 
of the most charming chapters in 44 Locknart’B 
Life of Scott which is giving it unstinted 
praise, yet praise as discreet as emphatical. 
44 Captain Bonneville” is a kind of sequel to 
44 Astoria,” relating the expedition of a 
chieftain of trappers and hunters among the 
Rocky Mountains of the Far West. • But the 
supply of this sort of information concerning 
bark canoes and wigwams, Indian swamps 
and Indian scamps, snowy mountains and 
6un-scorched prairies, beaver-skins and buflalo 
meat, salt weed and cotton-wood bark, was by 
this time beginning to exceed the demand, 
and the excitement kindled by Cooper's 
romances was becoming subject to the law of 
reaction. Hence these works fell compara- 
tively flat on the public ear, and the public 
voice was heard to murmur that Geoffrey 
Crayon had written himself dry, and that 
his every later literary birth was a still birth 
— a sleep and a forgetting. 

For awhile he was silent. When again 
his voice was heard, it was heard gladly, and 
the echo of response was still fraught with the 
music of popularity, and swelled with reso- 
nance of welcome. 44 Oliver Goldsmith ; a 
Biography,” was a theme a little the worse 
for wear ; but an English public was too fond 
of both Geoffrey Crayon and him 44 for short- 
ness called Noll,” 

Who wrote like an angel, and talked like poor Poll, 

not to lend a willing ear to what the one had 
to say of the other. Prior’s life was voted a 
pattern of industry, but left unread. Forster’s 
was highly, widely, and deservedly admired, 
and remains the Life — being executed, as 
Mr. Irving himself testifies, with a spirit, a 
feeling, a grace, and an eloquence, that leave 
nothing to be desired. That Mr. Irving’s 
biography made its appearance at all, when 
by its own averment it was no desideratum, 
is explained by the fact that its author had 
already published it in a meagre and frag- 
mentary form, which attracted slight notice ; 
and now, in the course of revising and repub- 
lishing his opera omnia , felt called upon to 
reproduce it in a more complete and satis- 
factory shape. He writes con amore , and 
with ever-prompt indulgence, of one to whose 
literary genius his own is indebted and akin. 
Whereas Johnson said of poor Goldsmith, 
44 Let not his frailties be remembered ; he was 
a very great man” — it is Mr. Irving's oouree 
to say, let them rather be remembered, since 


their tendency is to endear ; since he was no 
man ’8 enemy but his own ; since his errors, 
in the main, inflicted evil on none but him- 
self, and were so blended with humorous and 
touching circumstances as to disarm anger 
and conciliate kindness ; 6ince there is some- 
thing in the harmless infirmities of a good 
and (*reat, but erring creature that pleads 
offectmgly to our common nature — as being 
ourselves also in the body, xai avrui nntg iv 
owuart . Prudish censors may scout this sort 
of indulgence on the part of a critical biog- 
rapher. For ourselves, we hnvo too much 
fellow-feeling, with Elia’s veneration for an 
honest obliquity of mind, to find the indul- 
gence culpable ; thinking with Elia, that the 
more laughable blunders a man shall commit 
in your company, the more tests he giveth 
you that he will not bewray or overreach you. 
44 1 love the safety,” protests dear, canonized 
Charles, 44 whicli a palpable hallucination 
warrants, the security which a word out of 
season ratifies. And take my word for this, 
reader, and say a fool told you, if you please, 
that he who hath not a dram of folly in his 
mixture, hath pounds of much worse matter 
in his composition.” Goldy was no fool, 
though ; but his nature found it occasionally 
dulce desipere and not always in loco . 

The 44 Life of Mahomet,” like the preceding, 
seemed to require explanation, sinco it con- 
fessedly could add no new fact to those already 
known concerning the Arabian prophet. The 
author tells us it forms part of a projected 
series of writings illustrative of the domination 
of the Arabs in Spain — most of the particu- 
lars being drawn from Spanish sources, with 
the addition of assistance from the elaborate 
work by Dr. Weil, and other recent author- 
ities ; his object in constructing it being, to 
digest into an easy, perspicuous, and flowing 
narrative (wherein so few can compete with 
him) the admitted facts concerning Mahomet, 
together with the leading legends and tradi- 
tions connected with his creed, and a sum- 
mary of the creed itself. The pretensions of 
this memoir are, therefore, small,- as regards 
historical weight. It is deficient, moreover, 
in the matter of contemporary history, so es- 
sential to a due understanding of Mahomet’s 
political and religious stand-point. The criti- 
cism on Mahomet’s personal character is of 
that moderate and judicious kind which the 
author’s antecedents might have warranted us 
to expect — neither condemning the prophet 
as an impudent impostor, juggler, and sens- 
ualist, nor exalting him to the honors of 
hero-worship. Mahomet is neither taxed with 
heartless selfishness, and ruinous imbecility, 
nor eulogized for 44 total freedom from cant,” 
44 deadly earnestness,” and 44 annihilation of 
self,”* He is portrayed os an enthusiast 

* Carlyle. 
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originally acting under a species of mental 
delusion, deeply imbued with a conviction of 
his being a divine agent for religious reform, 
but who, after his night to Medina, became 
subject to wordly passions and worldly schemes 
— yet, throughout his career, in a great degree 
the creature of impulse and excitement, and 
very much at the mercy of circumstances. 
With equal impartiality Mr. Irving discusses 
the lives and actions of his sucoessors. 

But New Monthly space and patience will 
no farther gjo, and leave us only room, in an- 
ticipation ot his promised life of Washington, 
to bid that great man's namesake a pleasant 
and respectful au revoir. 


Leather. — The manufacture of leather has 
been less advanced by the application of chemical 
science than any other of the arts. If Simon, the 
tanner of Joppa, had been able to send leather 
to the Exhibition, no doubt he would have 
carried off a medal for leather as good, and made 
exactly by the same process, as that of our most 
eminent manufacturers of the present day. And 
yet the science of leather production is better 
understood now than then ; but so many physi- 
cal conditions are involved in the production of 
good leather, that scientific processes have been 
unable to satisfy them all. The hides, steeped 
in an infusion of oak-bark, absorb tannin, and 
are converted into leather. Good sole leather 
takes about a year to tan, and even calf-skins 
consume a month in the operation. Chemists 
have certainly indicated substitutes for bark, 
containing a greater amount of tannin, and these, 
as for instance, terra japonica, catch, catechu, 
and divididi, produce their effects in half the 
time ; but the leather is said not to be so durable. 
With sumach, light skins may be tanned in 
twenty-four hours, and, with the aid of alum, 
even in one hour ; but the resulting manufac- 
tures are not preferred to the old processes. 
Atmospheric and hydrostatic pressure have been 
used to hasten the absorption ; the refined laws 
of Endosmosis and Exosmosis have been called 
in to accelerate the process ; heavy rollers have 
squeezed the solution through the pores ; but 
all these methods have had at the best but a 
doubtful success. Leather-manufacturers meet 
men of science by the well-founded assertion, 
that the resulting leather is too porous, too hard 
or too soft, or not sufficiently durable ; and they re- 
vert to their old traditional modes of preparation. 
I allude to these failures the more especially to 
show that there is a wide chasm between the 
chemist's laboratory and the workshop — a 
chasm which has to be bridged over by the 
united aid of the philosopher and the manufac- 
turer. One without the aid of the other does not 
suffice, but both, working together, may achieve 
great results. Yet, in bridging over this chasm, 
they must act on a common plan. If the man- 
ufacturer builds his half without understanding 
the principles of construction employed by the 
ether, the sides of the bridge may indeed meet, 
but they are not constructed to receive the bind- 


ing influence of the key-stone, and the arch must 
give way and tumble down. 

Having thus shown the comparative failure of 
chemistry in revolutionizing this important man- 
ufacture, let me take one or two instances from 
it to prove that, in the details of the working, 
it has been of use in economizing time and 
labor, and in affording new uses to comparatively 
valueless objeots. In removing the hair from 
the hides, previous to tanning, it was customary 
to shave it with a knife. This process was 
tedious and imperfect, and the following simple 
one is now used. Lime-water dissolves the bul- 
bous root of the hair, when the hides are immersed 
in it for some time, and the hair may then be 
readily removed by a blunt instrument. By this 
simple process one man can remove the hair from 
a hundred kid-skins in about an hour. Still 
the immersion requires several weeks, while the 
addition of red orpiment to the lime, as prac- 
tised by the sheep-skin manufacturers of France, 
reduces the time to a few hours. 

When goat-skins are tanned for morocco 
leather, it is necessary, in order to adapt them 
for dyeing, to remove the lime absorbed by the 
last operation. A solution of album gracum 
cleanses the pores effectually, leaving them so 
spongelike, that air can readily be forced through 
them. Hence the process of tanning is rendered 
much easier, being in fact completed within 
twenty-four hours ; while the leather is rendered fit 
to assume the colors so characteristic of morocco. 
About fifty persons are employed in London to 
collect the sweepings of dog-kennels for this pur- 
pose, and many more in applying them ; and I 
am informed by Mr. Bevington, that the sum 
annually paid to the collectors and workmen em r 
ployed in using this apparently worthless sub- 
stanoe, is not less than £5000 in the metropolis 
alone. 

The currier shaves leather to render it of equal 
thickness, and the shavings were treated as 
waste, scarcely fit for the manure-heap, but 
chemistry has shown that they contain much 
nitrogen, which renders them well adapted for 
the formation of the beautiful oolor known as 
Prussian blue. — Lyon Playfair . 


The Great Salt Lake op Utah. — No one, 
without witnessing it, can form any idea of the 
buoyant properties of this singular water. A 
man may float, stretched at full length, upon his 
back, having his head and neck, both his legs to 
the knee, and both arms to the elbow, entirely 
out of water. If a sitting position be assumed, 
with the arms extended to preserve the equilib- 
rium, the shoulders will remain above the 
surface. The water is nevertheless extremely 
difficult to swim in, on account of the constant 
tendency of the lower extremities to rise above 
it. The brine, too, is so strong, that the least 
particle of it getting into the eyes, produces the 
most acute pain, and if accidentally swallowed, 
rapid strangulation must ensue. I doubt 
whether the most expert swimmer could long 
preserve himself from drowning, if exposed to 
the action of a rough sea. — Captain Slant- 
bur y's Expedition . 
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From the A then® urn. 

The Preacher and the King ; or , Bourdalouc in 
the Court of Louis XIV. Translated from 
the French of L. Bungener. With an in tro- 
duction by the Kev. George Potts, D. D., 
of New York. Triibner & Co. 

Tins is a curious, able, and interesting 
book. M. Bungener is, we believe, a clergy- 
man of the Protestant Church in France, and 
is known as the author of several works on 
theological and historical subjects. Iiis “ His- 
tory of the Council of Trent” has been al- 
ready translated into English, and was briefly 
noticed some time ago m our columns. The 
present work, which is so popular in France 
os to have reached its thirteenth edition in a 
few years, is of a very different character 
from the History, and far more likely to at- 
tract notice here. The translation before us 
6eems to have been executed by some Ameri- 
can admirer ; and the excellence of the book 
is certified to the transatlantic public by Dr. 
Potts, a Presbyterian clergyman of New 
York, who furnishes an Introduction, some- 
what heavy in style as well as sectarian in 
spirit. 

The book, however, does not require Dr. 
Potts* certificate of its merits. It is only 
necessary to road a few pages to see that the 
author is a clever man, with not a little orig- 
inality both in his manner of thinking and m 
his literary method. The main object of the 
work seems to be didactic : — it is a kind of 
treatise on pulpit eloquence, and on the rela- 
tions of the preaching office to modern society. 
This whole subject the author seems to have 
studied deeply and in un earnest spirit ; and 
we do not recollect ever seeing a book con- 
taining more just observations on oratory in 
general and more especially on sacred orato- 
ry. The question, for example, as to which 
of these methods is oratorically best — abso- 
lute extemporization, extemporization from 
prepared heads, memorized discourse, or dis- 
course read from the manuscript — is dis- 
cussed with a preciseness and a gusto which 
could come only from one to whom the whole 
technic of public speaking was a matter of 
personal and professional familiarity. 

Were the present work, however, nothing 
more than a Protestant clergyman’s exposi- 
tion of the nature of the preacher’s office and 
of the art of preparing and delivering sermons, 
we should pass it by with a brief mention, as 
out of the critical circle to which we confine 
ourselves. But it is much more than this. 
It is a really admirable historical novel of 
the time of LouiB the Fourteenth ; and the 
story is told so well, and there are such vivid 
character-painting and keen criticism of men 
and manners in it, that it might be questioned 
'after all whether the original conception of 
the work was not rather historical than di- 


dactic. The main incident of the work, and 
that on which the whole story turns, is this 
— Bourdaloue, the most eminent preacher of 
his age, is to deliver a sermon on Good Fri- 
day in the court chapel before Louis the 
Fourteenth. It so chances that at this time 
there is a strong desire on the part of some 
of the best men about the oourt, and particu- 
larly of the illustrious Bossuet, then Bishop 
of Condom, to speak decisively to the king 
about his manner of life, and especially to 
persuade him to break his connexion with 
Madame De Montespan. Partly by a kind 
of conspiracy, partly by the natural operation 
of an unforeseen train of circumstances, the 
task of completing what Bossuet has begun, 
and openly telling the king his duty, is de- 
volved upon Bourdaloue. This great orator 
has just prepared his sermon, and is commit- 
ting it to memory the night before its deliv- 
ery (a process which, as well as the delivery 
of it from the pulpit, was always one of 
anguish to him), when Bossuet and others 
break in upon him, and compel him to alter a 
portion of his discourse and substitute a vehe- 
ment personal objurgation of the king for the 
customary eulogy at the close. Bourdaloue, 
his own conscience going along with the 
design,. consents ; and a passage is added to 
the sermon of the required kind — though by 
another hand than that of the orator. The 
story closes with the delivery of the sermon 
in the Chapel Royal. 

Now, this may seem but a very slight 
thread indeed for an historical fiction. In 
spinning it out, however, the author brings us 
acquainted in a most intimate and life-like 
manner with Louis the Fourteenth, Bossuet, 
Bourdaloue, Fdnelon, Madame De Montes- 
pan, Claude, the leader of the French Prot- 
estants, and other celebrities of that day. 
The portraits of these characters are drawn 
with great skill and minuteness — and so 
many historical particulars are interwoven 
with the narrative that the whole assumes 
an air of reality. A great portion of the 
book consists of ideal conversations; but 
these conversations, besides being shrewd and 
ingenious in themselves, are constructed with 
true dramatic art, and seem to illustrate the 
characters of the various speakers. Tho au- 
thor, though a Protestant, is extremely fair 
and liberal in his representations. His ad- 
miration for Bossuet and Bourdaloue is very 
great ; and there is not the slightest display 
of a disposition to make the stoiy turn to the 
advantage of Protestantism — unless it be, 
perhaps, in the noble portrait drawn of the 
Protestant preacher Claude, who figures very 
conspicuously towards the close. 

Here is an account of the social position 
of preachers in France in the reign of Louis 
the Fourteenth, with an appended delineation 
of the character of that monarch : — 
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A little fact in Tallcmant’s memoirs appears to quence — who did not stoop beneath the same 
ns to contain a curious enough revelation in re- dominion, and gladly wear its livery. And this, 
gard to the manner in which preaching was gen- it may be said by the way, is one of the best 
erally regarded about the middle of the seven- proofs that Louis XIV. was no common man. 
teenth century. It is in the story of Le Maistre. Let the legitimacy and morality of this influence 
“ Ho intended setting to work to preach,” says be discussed at pleasure ; let all the bases upon 
the author, “ but he became religious by the way, which it rested be made to totter one after the 
and gave it up.” Exactly as if it should be said, other (and we acknowledge that it can be done), 

“ He intended at first to become a comedian, but yet the fact will still remain, that this influence 
seeing that he could not do this without being was immense, and that it lasted fifty years, 
lost, he changed his mind.” The preacher was That circumstances prepared the way for it, is 
at that time but a sort of comedian ; let us, how- undeniable ; that it was in some measure a hom- 
ever, observe, that this singular idea had not age to Louis XIV. himself, is also true ; but, 
then exactly the same meaning which would be even if he had had nothing to do in order to ac- 
attached to it at the present day. In the first quire it, still it was a great deal to preserve it, 
place, it was only applied to preachers by pro- and to preserve it for half a century. Put a 
less ion, those who ore called at the present time Louis XIII. or a Louis XVL in his place, and see 
in France, and improperly enough, missionaries ; if it would have lasted. . . . If it is permitted to 
an ecclesiastic who hod a stationary post, was the author of these reflections, to say once for all, 
not considered as belonging to the class of preach- what he thinks of this man, whose name recurs 
ers, properly speaking. On the other hand, the so often to the pen even of those who profess to 
word comedian, which we have used, does not despise him — here it is: — And, in the first 
imply that preachers were regarded in geheral place, he does not like him. It can be seen from 
as going against their conscience, and teaching the preceding pages, and will be seen still more 
things which they themselves did not believe ; plainly in those which follow, whether he is in- 
and yet they were very far from being regarded dined to prostrate himself before his memory, 
as actually following a vocation, and having But, at the moment when he is most disposed to 
sought above everything the advantage of re- be severe, he stops, he reflects, he fears to be un- 
Iigi on and of the church. Preaching was a trade ; just. Having already several times altered his 
a trade, doubtless, from which honesty and seal opinion of Louis XIV., he does not wish to ven- 
were no more excluded than from any 9ther, but ture again, save in good earnest ; so much the 
ti trade, notwithstanding. The profusion of more, because, since he has seriously taken up 
preacher was not only distinct from that of priest, the study of the seventeenth century, this prince 
it was considered, in some degree, as without the hAS rather gained than lost in his esteem. As 
pale of piety, os incompatible with piety, bo to much interested as any one con- be in execrating 
speak. As soon as the latter had acquired a cer- the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, he is not 
tain depth, " He became religious by the way , one of those who fancy they have said everything 
and ” — went to preaching, probably ? No ; “ he in regard to one of the longest of reigns, in meu- 
gave up preaching.'* If, then, it was not en- tioning a deed of which the author was rather 
tirely a comedy, neither was it a perfectly serious misled than cruel. He has been led to separate 
thing. It was with preaching as with poetry ; the man from the king. The man he likes less 
it was looked upon as an art, and an art only, every day ; the king he does not admire, much 
It was the art qf sermonizing , just as poetry less like ; but every day he leArns “ to respect 
was the art of versifying ; it was not yet com- him.” If it be one of the characteristics of 
prehended that it could be or ought to be other- genius to take possession of his age, and personify 
wise. Hence the criticisms and even pleasantries it in himself, what foundation can we have for 
which society permitted itself to put forth against refusing to Louis XIV. this title ? It is precisely 
preachers, without seeming to imagine that re- because this prince was neither a Bossuet, nor a 
ligion could suffer from it. In our day, the Conde, nor a Bourdaloue, that we are unable to 
boldest infidelity would scarcely venture upon attribute to accident the empire which he had 
that which Boileau dared to say against Cotin, over these men. When it is to be proved thAt 
without ceasing to be a religious man, and to be man is the chief of created beings, what is gen- 
regarded generally as such. It was considered erally done ? The grandeur, ferocity and power 
no more harm to deride a bad preacher, than to of the animals which he has subdued, and whose 
laugh at a bad poet. . . . However this may be master he is, are described. Well, if the obedi- 
— when preaching had once entered the dominion ence of animals stronger than myself, proves me 
of literature, and ^consequently had left that to be a reasonable being, what does the obedience 
higher sphere to which it belonged from its no- of men who surpass me in talent, in learning, in 
ture and its object, it found itself subjected, like a thousand things — what does it prove, if not 
everything else, to the influence of the man who that there is one thing, at least, in which I have 
was destined to impress so profoundly upon all no equal ? This thing, in Louis XIV., was the 
the productions of the century the signet of his art of reigning. “ He is the most kingly of all 
character and his manners. Whether from his kings,” wrote Leibnitz. ‘ 4 His suitable province 
great ability or his great good fortune, Louis was to be a king,” said also Duolos, more than 
XIV. absorbed eveiything ; and in the same thirty years after his death. He was then neither 
manner as all the poets came at lost to glory in a great king in reality, since true greatness pos- 
being poets only by him and for him, so there sesses qualities of which he was destitute ; much 
was at length no orator — that is to say, no less a good king, and he cared very little to be « 
preacher, since the pulpit alone was open to elo- this ; he was a king, in all the extent and force 
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of the appellation — such a king as his father hod 
not been, as his successors were not to be — a 
king whose like we scarcely find two or three 
times in all the world's history — where there is 
nevertheless no lack of those men who are called 
kings. 

It is Against this awful personage, before 
whose frown the boldest cowered, that the 
little club of preachers introduced in these 
pages contrive that plot of which Bourdaloue ’s 
Good Friday sermon was to be the explosion. 
Bossuct, as we have said, calls on Bourdaloue 
the night before the delivery of the sermon — 
and succeeds in persuading him to cut out 
the prepared peroration, which is an eulogium 
on the king, oeginning with the words, “ 1 
have nevertheless reason to console myself” and 
to substitute for it another, taking the king 
severely to task. This other peroration, curi- 
ously enough, is supplied by Claude, who 
dictates it to Bourdaloue (in circumstances, 
however, which take away the appearance of 
improbability attaching to such an incident). 
With his sermon committed to memory in its 
thus altered condition, Bourdaloue, the next 
day, mounts the pulpit of the Royal Chapel, 
where the king and his court are assembled. 
The king has been forewarned that he is 
going to “ catch it” in the sermon ; and 
hence, he and the preacher, the one in his 
chair of state and the other in the pulpit, eye 
each other from the first like two oomratants. 
The following is the description of the ser- 
mon : — 

Bourdaloue had not yet ascended the pulpit, 
before everybody was certain that he was going 
to strike a great blow ; if some hod doubted it 
before he made his Appearance, his agitation, his 
paleness could no longer leave them in doubt. 
It was not that he was still afraid. So long as 
the uncertainty had remained, and he had been 
obliged to struggle against the unfortunate do- 
sire — entirely meohanioal — not to be obliged to 
preach before the king — he had suffered horri- 
bly ; the king once arrived, he felt himself quite 
another person. Who has not felt this ? When 
the danger is uncertain, the bravest are uneasy ; 
if it is there — visible, palpable, and all escape 
is impossible, the most timid will become bold. 
And besides, this word timid did not apply to 
Bourdaloue ; it had required a peculiar combina- 
tion of circumstances to throw him into the dis- 
tress in which we have seen him. But he seemed 
destined to experience on this day all the possi- 
ble alternations of weakness and strength, cour- 
age and hesitation. Although accustomed to 
command an audience eight or ten times as nu- 
merous, he found himself at this moment the ob- 
ject of too lively, too piercing an attention, not 
to be confouuded by it. If he had suspected 
nothing, perhaps he would have perceived noth- 
ing, or would have attributed this to an increased 
interest in himself, in his discourse ; but how 
could he deceive himself? He could not even 


take upon him to have recourse to the method 
which he ordinarily used with success against the 
treacheries of his memory — that of closing his 
eyes. In spite of himself, he sought to read in 
those of the king the effect of his slightest words, 
and as the king on his side only listened with un- 
easiness and distrust, it was impossible that a 
little of his agitation should not pierce through 
the usual impassibility of his features. It was 
a curious sight to observe these two men, both 
so skilful in impressing others, thus mutually 
impressing and fascinating each other. The 
king was very nearly vanquished — Bourdaloue 
was still in his exordium, when a desperate temp- 
tation, a bewildering idea took possession of his 
mind. Hore he is in the pulpit ; he hfts no more 
counsels or orders to receive ; he is his own mas- 
ter. What is to hinder him from not delivering 
this horrible peroration, the cause of All his dis- 
traction ? He will not take up his former one 
again, 0, no ! That is decidedly too inadmissi- 
ble, aud more so at this time than ever. “ l 
h&ce reason for consolation” — for shame! 
Never, no, never will he say to the king anything 
like that or approaching it He will not recite 
that, then, it is settled. He will be able to find a 
few words to replace it ; he will improvise, if he 
must ; he will finish os he best can — and every- 
body will be satisfied. And every time that be 
arrived at this conclusion he seemed to hear 
sounding from the depths of his heart these words 
of Claude : “ Except God !" “Yes," bethought, 
“except God — and Bossuet, and Montausier, 
and the queen, and my conscience — and some 
from piety, and some from curiosity — and the 
king himself — the king. Ashamed of having 
trembled, he will console himself only by de- 
spising him who made him tremble — for noth- 
ing — and who did not dare to go on — ” And 
the sermon went on its way ; and all this was 
whirling through the head of the orator ; and the 
nearer the moment drew when he would be forced 
to decide, the more terrified he was not to know 
which side to take. Twenty times he was on the 
point of losing the thread of his discourse ; twenty 
times he would have lost it hod his memory been 
less tenacious ; if, like a circus-rider standing 
upon a galloping horse, the very rapidity of his 
course hod not tended to preserve his equilibrium. 
But at the least shock, the least phrase omitted 
or changed, all would have been broken, upset, 
lost. He felt this, and it gave only the more 
vehemence to his utterance. Never had he been 
in .reality so absent in mind, never in appearance 
so devout. In the arts, a power once discovered, 
you may apply it to everything ; in eloquence, 
once agitated, all your words receive from this 
fact a new life, even when the subject of which 
you speak lias nothing, or scarcely anything in 
common with the primitive cause of this agita- 
tion. Agitated, alarmed, so long as emotion and 
terror do not go so far as to seal your lips, you 
are eloquent. And thus, he was most eloquent. 
Since the close of the exordium the greater part 
of the hearers were his own ; but he was still 
making vain efforts to be theirs. The events of 
the day — the preoccupations of the next day — 
the sublime thought of the passion, began to ab- 
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sorb all, and he, who knew so well how to dis- 
cover all the miseries in the obscurest folds of 
these hearts which opened at his voice — he al- 
lowed these miseries to fill and gnaw his own. 
0 for a moment of solitude ! For a corner to 
pray in ! to place his insupportable burden at 
the foot of the Cross ! Bat no, he must go on ; 
he must drag it to the end. He is in the middle 
of his discourse. He draws near the close — 
and he does not yet know what he shall do. 
Another page, and hesitation will no longer be 
possible. Another phrase only — two words 
more. His head grows dizzy, his knees totter 
beneath him. He dashes on blindly ; with a con- 
centrated violence he lets go the first words 
which come into his mouth. All is lost ! It is 
not the peroration of Claude ; it is his own ; the 
one over which he has groaned ; the one which 
he wished to efface with his tears and his blood. 
It is os if the devil had whispered in his ear. 
But suddenly he stops and grows pale. As he 
turned his head, in order at least to spare him- 
self the shame of pronouncing, before the kfhg’s 
very face, these praises which seem like burning 
coals upon his lips — what docs he see there, in 
that corner ? A grave, motionless, majestic coun- 
tenance, which is distinctly defined against the 
long folds of a black mantle. It is he — the Prot- 
estant ! It is Claude ! Bourdaloue is anni- 
hilated. He slowly bows his head ; he claps his 
hands. But, 0 wonder ! he rises again. The 
fire of his eyes breaks forth again ; his head is 
upright and steady ; his voice vibrates. It is 
your turn, Louis le Grand ! No one save Claude 
had perceived the motive of the interruption, no 
one imagined it to be anything else but an ora- 
torical ruse ; but the movemeut had been too 
natural, too true, too terrible, not to have a pro- 
digious effect. The orator had perceived, as by 
the ray of a flash of lightning, all the advantages 
he was going to derive from it “ I have, never - 
theless, reason to console myself *' — It was at 
these words that Bourdaloue had perceived 
Claude, and that he had risen to fall no more. 
“ To console myself,” he repeated slowly. “ Ah, 
my brethren, what was I about to say ?*' 

Then comes the thunder. The preacher 
has got upon the right rail — and he “ gives 
it” to the king Boundly. 

Such is the story: — a pure fabrication, 
of course, of the author; who uses for his 
purpose one of the actual sermons of Bourda- 
loue, in the printed copies of which, however, 
we still read the eulogistic peroration which 
the fiction discards. Nothing but this inci- 
dent, however, is fabricated : — all else is 
true to the manners of the time and to the 
character of Bourdaloue. Altogether, we 
should say that M. Bungener has shown him- 
self qualified to take a high place either in 
historical literature or in the literature of 
historic fiction. The short sketch appended 
to the main story of the present volume, un- i 
der the title of “ Two Evenings at the Hotel ! 
de Eambouillet,” is equally conclusive of the 
author's vocation for the praotice of historical 
portrait-painting. 


[Some persons elected as membors to the House 
of Commons have lost their seats on proof of 
bribery at the eleotions. Punch makes Cherubim. 
of them, through some confusion of idcus.] 

ST. STEPHEN AND HIS CHERUBS. 

St. Stephen sat late at his new chapel gate. 

In a state of resigned expectation 
Of the winding up of a lengthy debate, 

Not the least affecting the nation. 

When, up in the air, the saint is aware 
Of a sound as of wings and of voices, 

And he lifts up his eyes in piou9 surprise. 

To see what the cause of the noise is. 

It comes from a rout of cherubim stout — 
Parliamentary apotheoses — 

Their checks once so chubby, bcslubbered and 
grubby 

With the tears that have run down their noses. 

With agonized swings of their poor little wings 
They try vainly to wipe their fat faces. 

With bitter complaint, o'er the head of the saint, 
Flying out from their late pleasant places. 

“ What means this wild grieving ?’* said holy St 
Stephen. 

Quoth they, “ We are victims to law, sir.” 

“ Won't you sit and explain But they an- 
swered again, 

“ How sit ? when we hav n't de quoi , sir ! 

“ The seats are all gone that we late sat upon — 
Ta'en away by our harcl-hearted brothers ; — 
And the worst of the ill is, that, do what we will. 
There 's no chance of our meeting with others. 

“Here's the cherub of Clitheroe, whither, oh 
whither, oh. 

Is he to go look for a borough ? 

Here 's the cherub of Chatham, they all went in 
at him, 

Though they 'd play just the same tricks to- 
morrow. 

“ And the Lancaster cherub 'll feel his loss ter- 
rible, 

As his seat to get warm was beginnin’ ; 

And the Hull cherubs twain must go canvass 
again, 

With the cherub of Rye, young Mockinnon. 

“ They who over the same bridge of gold in for 
Cambridge 

Walked triumphant — one rich and one clever. 
Before they can meet with as cosy a seat, 

May go wand'ring the kingdom forever ! 

“ And what adds aggravation to our sad situation. 
Is the fhet — which all folks must admit, sir — 
That the few thus ill-treated by being unseated, 
Are no worse thAn the many who sit, sir !'* 

Then the saint with a grin stroked the beard on 
his chin, 

And with voice, than which none could be 
blander, 

Said, “ In my house, you see, the proverb should 
be, 

* Sauce for goose is not quite sauoe for gan- 
der. » »» 
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From the Athenaeum. 

L. B. L. AND THE GOLD COAST.* 

If there exists anywhere outside the boun- 
daries of romantic fable a laud which is at 
once “ a beauty and a mystery,” it is.probably 
the Gold Coast of Africa. A sky of unclouded 
brightness — a luxuriant Flora, yielding in 
the garden the most tempting fruits and ris- 
ing in the forest into the grandest forms of 
vegetable life — birds of the most gorgeous 
plumage — animals and insects of almost infi- 
nite variety — give to the external appearance 
of this coast an extraordinary charm and gaye- 
ty. The outward sparkle — the voluptuous 
sense of easy and relaxed enjoyment — though 
common in their degree in all tropical coun- 
tries, become intensified in Africa, from the lu- 
minous mists which hang over the earth. The 
story of the land is also singularly in harmo- 
ny with its outward aspects. Its dismal for- 
ests offer themselves as appropriate scenes for 
those superstitious rites and cruel customs in 
which the natives are known to indulge. 
Itself a land of outrage, it is also the fringe of 
a district which is the slave estate of the vilest 
of our race. Altogether, there is a lurid 
harmony of tones and colors on that coast, at 
once moral and physical. The white cottages 
of the European residents, which appear from 
the sea as if about to be swallowed up in the 
luxuriant vegetation, are but the types of a 
human story. How weak and wasted seem 
the white population of the Coast in contrast 
with the abounding nature — how few the 
houses — how numerous the tombs ! 

Mr. Brodie Cruickshank, a member of the 
Legislative Council of Cape Coast Castle, has 
here given us in two small volumes the story 
of his eighteen years’ residence at this beauti- 
ful but insalubrious point of Africa. It is for 
the most part a weary and monotonous record 
of petty wars, miserable intrigues and bar- 
barian customs : — a record ot minute inci- 
dents, which, should the capital of an Anglo- 
African empire ever rise on the site of the 
Castle, will doubtless be interesting to the 
antiquary of that country. There is, how- 
ever, one chapter in Mr. Cruickshank’s narra- 
tive which has a present interest — that in 
which he describes the arrival, colonial life, 
mysterioas death, and sadden burial of Mrs. 
Maclean. This chapter adds some new par- 
ticulars to the painful and romantio story of 
L. E. L. 

Few passages in the personal history of 
modern literature have been more discussed 
than the various circumstances connected 
with the sudden and mysterioas death of this 

* Eighteen Years on the Gold Coast of Africa, 
including an Acoonnt of the Native Tribes, and 
their Intercourse with Europeans. By Brodie 
Cruickshank. Hurst A Blackett. 
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popular favorite — and, as the published in- 
formation on the subject before the public is 
neither ample in amount nor' unimpeachable 
in character, we avail ourselves of such new 
lights os Mr. Cruickshank may afford us. 
His means of knowledge were, in any case, 
first-rate. He speaks of himself — 

as one who had the happiness of seeing a good 
deal of this accomplished lady upon the coast, 
who enjoyed and keenly felt the fascinations of 
her society, who only ten hours before her death 
had sat and listened with a rapt attention to her 
brilliant sallies of wit and feeling, who was pres- 
ent at the investigations consequent upon her 
sudden death, whose eyes were the last to rest 
upon those rigid features so recently beaming 
with all the animating glow of a fine intelligence, 
and who, with a sorrowful heart, saw her con- 
signed to her narrow resting-place. . . I will 

endeavor to place in its true light a short account 
of her too brief sojourn in Africa. 

When Mrs. Maclean arrived at Capo Coast, 
there was no European lady then at the 
settlement — and her husband was in very 
bad health. Mr. Cruiksbank was also ill. 
An invitation to visit the governor and his 
wife found him in bed, and it was some days 
before ho could venture out to the Castle. — 

I sent in ray name by the servant, and imme- 
diately afterwards Mrs. Maclean came to the 
hall and welcomed me. I was hurried away to 
hi» bed-room, Mrs. Maclean saying, as she 
tripped through the long gallery : “ You arc a 
privileged person, Mr. Cruickshank, for I can 
assure you, it is not every one that is admitted 
here.” I took a scat by the side of his bed, upon 
which Mrs. Maclean sat down, arranging the 
clothes about her husband in the most affection- 
ate manner, and receiving ample compensation 
for her attentions by a very sweet and expressivo 
smile of thankfulness. We thus sat and chatted 
together for some hours, Mrs. Maclean laugh- 
ingly recounting her experiences of roughing it 
in Africa, and commenting, with the greatest 
good-humor and delight, upon what struck her 
as the oddities in such a state of society. She 
pointed to a temporary bed which had been mado 
for her upon the floor, and said, Mr. Maclean’s 
sufferings had been so great for some nights, 
that the little sleep which she had got had been 
taken there. I declined to occupy an apartment 
in the Castle, but promised tq call daily during 
my stay in Cape Coast to pass a few hours with 
them. 

We pass the daily record of social inter- 
course. Mr. Cruickshank was about to return 
to England for his health ; Mrs. Maclean was 
employed in writing sketches of Scott’s hero- 
ines for the “ Book of Beauty,” — and os 
she sometimes found it difficult to fix her 
thoughts on a particular subject, “ she seemed 
to have some alarm that the climate was 
affecting her.” Mr. Cruickshank writes — ' 
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As the day drew near for my departure, she 
occupied herself more and more in writing to her 
friends in England. It had been arranged that 
the vessel should sail on the forenoon of the 16 th 
of October, and I agreed to dine and spend the 
evening of the 16 th with the governor and his 
lady. It was in every respect a night to be re- 
membered. . . At eleven o’efbek I rose to 
leave. It was a fine clear night, and she strolled 
into the gallery, where we walked for half-un- 
hour. Mr. Maclean joined us for a few minutes, 
but not liking the night air, in his weak state, 
he returned to the parlor. She was much struck 
with the beauty of the heavens in those latitudes 
at night, and said it was when looking at the 
moon and the stars that her thoughts oftenest 
reverted to home. She pleased herself with 
thinking that the eyes of some beloved friend 
might be turned in the same direction, and that 
she had thus established a medium of communi- 
cation for all that her heart wished to express. 
“Bat you must not,’* she said, “think me a 
foolish, moonstruck lady. I sometimes think of 
these things oftener than I should, and your de- 

S arture for England has called up a world of 

elightful associations. You will tell Mr. F , 

however, that I am not tired yet. He told me I 
should return by the vessel that brought me out ; 
but I knew he would be mistaken.’* We joined 
the governor in the parlor. I bade them good 
night, promising to call in the morning, to bid 
them adieu. I never saw her in life again. 

At breakfast next day Mr. Cruickshank was 
alarmed by a summons — “ You are wanted 
at the Castle — Mr. Maclean is dead,” said the 
messenger. Hurrying to the Castle, he found 
that it was not Mr. but Mrs. Maclean — 
whom he had left the previous night so well 
— who was no more. “Never,” he says, 
“ shall I forget the horror-stricken expression 
of Mr. Maclean's countenance.” — 

We entered the room, where all that was 
mortal of poor L. E. L. was stretched upon the 
bed. Dr. Cobbold rose up from a close examin- 
ation of her face, and told os all was over ; 
she was beyond recovery. My heart would not 
believe it It seemed impossible that she, from 
whom I had parted not many hours ago so full 
of life and energy, could be so suddeuly struck 
down. I seized her hand, and gazed upon her 
face. The expression was calm and meaningless. 
Her eyes were open, fixed, and protruding. 

An inquest was immediately held ; — 

All that could be elicited, upon the strictest 
investigation, was simply this : It appeared that 
she had risen, and left her husband’s bed- 
room about seven o’clock in the morning, and 
proceeded to her own dressing-room, which was 
up a short flight of stairs, and entered by a 
separate door from that leading to the bed-room. 
Before proceeding to dress, she had occupied her- 
self an hour and a half in writing letters. She 
then called her servant, Mrs. Bailey, and sent 
her to a store-room to fetch some pomatnm. 
Mrs. Bailey was absent only a few minutes. 


When she returned, she found difficulty in open- 
ing the door, on account of a weight which ap- 
peared to be pressing against it This she dis- 
covered to be the body of her mistress. She 
pushed it aside, and found that she was sense- 
less. She immediately called Mr. Maclean. 
Dr. Cobbold was sent for ; but from the first 
moment of the discovery of the body on the floor, 
there had not appeared any symptom of life. 
Mrs. Bailey farther asserted that she found a 
small phial in the hand of the deceased, which 
she removed and placed upon the toilet-table. 
Mrs. Maclean had appeared well when she sent 
her to fetch the pomatum. She had observed in 
her no appearance of unhappiness. Mr. Macleun 
stated, that his wife had left him about seven 
o’clock in the morning, and that he had never 
seen her again in life. When he was called to 
her dressing-room, he found her dead upon the 
floor. After some time, he observed a small 
phial upon the toilet-table, and asked Mrs. 
Bailey where it had come from. She told him 
that she had found it in Mrs. Maclean’s hand. 
This phial had contained Scheele’s preparation 
of prussic acid. His wife hod been in the habit 
of using it for severe fits or spasms to which 
she was subject. She had made use of it once 
on the passage from England, to his knowledge. 
He was greatly averse to her having such a 
dangerous medicine, and wished to throw it 
overboard. She entreated him not to do so, as 
she must die without it. There had been no 
quarrel nor nnkindness between him and his 
wife. — Dr. Cobbold, who had been requested to 
make a post-mortem examination, did not con- 
sider it at all necessary to do so, as he felt 
persuaded she had died by prussic acid. He 
was led to this conclusion from the appearance 
of the eyes of the deceased ; and he believed he 
could detect the smell of the prussio acid about 
her person. My own evidence proved, that I 
had parted from Mr. and Mrs. Maclean at a very 
late hour on the evening before, and that tliey 
appeared then upon the happiest terms with each 
other. There was found upon her writing-desk 
a letter not yet folded, which she had written 
that morning, the ink of which was scarcely dry 
at the time of the discovery of her death. This 
letter was read at the inquest It was for Mrs. 
Fagan, upon whom she had wished me to call. 
It was written in a cheerful spirit, and gave no 
indication of unhappiness. In the postscript — 
the last words she ever wrote — she recommended 
me to the kind attentions of her friend. With the 
evidence before them, it was impossible for the 
jury to entertain for one instant the idea that 
the unfortunate lady had wilfully destroyed her- 
self. Ou the other hand, considering the evidence 
respecting the phial, her habit of making use of 
this dangerous medicine, and the decided opinion 
of the doctor that her death was caused by it, 
it seemed equally clear that they must attribute 
her death to this cause. Their verdict, there- 
fore, was, that she died from an overdose of 
Scheele’s preparation of prussic acid taken inad- 
vertently. 

Mr. Cruickshank concurred in this verdict 
at the time — but since his arrival in Englaiu) 
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he has found reason “ to doubt of its correct- 
ne88. ,, He now entertains the opinion, that 
death was caused by “ some sudden affection 
of the heart/ ’ We refrain from any comment 
on either facts or opinions — and will content 
ourselves with adding a picture of the last 
scene of all from the narrative of this eye- 
witness : — 

In those Warm latitudes interment follows 
death with a haste which often cruelly shocks 
the feelings, Mrs. Maclean was buried the 
same evening within the precincts of the castle. 
Mr. Topp read the funeral service, and the whole 
of the residents assisted at the solemn ceremony. 
The grave was lined with walls of brick and 
mortar, with an arch over the coffin. Soon after 
the conclusion of the service, one of those heavy 
showers only known in tropical climates suddenly 
came on. All departed for their houses. I re- 
mained to see the arch completed. The brick- 
layers were obliged to get a covering to protect 
them and their work from the rain. Night had 
come on before the paving stones were all put 
down over the grave, and the workmen finished 
their business by torchlight. How sadly yet 
does that night of gloom return to my remem- 
brance ! How sad were then my thoughts, as, 
wrapped up in my cloak, I stood beside the grave 
of L. E. L., under that pitiless torrent of rain ! 
I fancied what would be the thoughts of thou- 
sands in England, if they could see and know 
the meaning of that flickering light, of those 
busy workmen, and of that silent watcher ! I 
thought of yesterday, when at the same time I 
was baking my seat beside her at dinner, and 
now, 0, how very — very sad the change ! 

The second volume of this work contains a 
good account of the manners and customs of 
the native tribes of the Gold Coast — but these 
have not sufficient interest to warrant ex- 
tract. 


Part of an Article in the Spectator. 

Mr. Cruickshaxic has passed the last eigh- 
teen years of his life at Cape Coast Castle, or 
the settlements under its influence, engaged 
for a considerable portion of the time in the 
discharge of public duties which brought 
him into constant connection with the natives 
in matters of law and custom. His book is 
the result of his long opportunities and expe- 
rience ; and it contains the most thorough 
and complete account of the character, cus- 
toms, superstitions, laws, and social state of 
the Western Negroes, that we have seen. To 
this survey Mr. Cruickshank has added a his- 
tory of our settlements on the Gold Coast, 
with a geographical sketch of the region. 

The book is full of stories or cases illustrat- 
ive of the topics in hand, but it is rather a 
series of essays upon classes of subjects than 
anything approaching to what is understood 
by travels. Here and there the author throws 
in a description, and an evidently living 
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knowledge pervades the whole ; but personal 
incidents or the results of particular observa- 
tion are rarely met with. This mode of com- 
position perhaps imparts value as an instruct- 
ive exposition, but rather detracts from the 
popular character. Mr. Cruickshank, more- 
over, is rather too prone to reflection or dis- 
cussion, which often gives to his pages the 
air of a sermon or lecture. In spite of these 
drawbacks, the book is a full ana lifelike pic- 
ture of a people whose hardships as planta- 
tion-slaves have brought them more fully 
before the world than their own importance 
or deeds would have accomplished ; whose 
character and condition at homo has been the 
subject of much dispute ; and whoso social 
position is well worth studv. The institu- 
tions and civil state of the Negroes seem to 
bear a closer resemblance to that ^f the Ger- 
manic tribes than might have been expected ; 
while some of their customs and laws are 
counterparts of those of the Hebrews as re- 
corded in the Mosaic writings. 

The subjects Mr. Cruickshank most fully 
discusses are Fetish — their religion or super- 
stition ; laws, and usages having the effect of 
laws ; slavery, and the results of missionary 
teaching, with the future prospects of this 
part of Africa. The system of Fetish has 
often been handled before, but never so fully 
or so philosophically, with such a complete 
oxposure of the arts of Fetish men, or so fair 
an estimate of its results. Bad and fraudu- 
lent as is the system, it was held by the 
principal and best-informed natives that its 
abolition, without something to put in its 
place, would be dangerous, since it still exer- 
cised a control over the conduct of the people 
by means of fear. Circumstances, however, 
have lately enabled the government to thor- 
oughly expose the fraud, and they have done 
so, without apparent evil consequences. On 
the contrary, it has extended a nominal Chris- 
tianity, ana led to the building of chapels. 

The extent of African slavery, the tyranny 
which the native master can exercise over his 
slave, and very often does, exoept when 
checked by British influence, give some coun- 
tenance to the planter's argument, ridiculous 
as it sounds, that the Negro is worse off at 
home. Slavery is interwoven with the whole 
system of life. Almost every man is bom a 
slave, or is liable to become a slave. In the 
case of captured, purchased, or slaves born of 
slaves, the cose is intelligible enough. The 
peculiarities of African law render almost 
every one a slave, or so deeply indebted that 
his freedom is unsubstantial. By a singular 
and rather complex system of marriage-law s> 
children are not often' born free ; but nesides^ 
the father or mother may belong to the father 's 
or mother’s family. As in many other mo- 
tions, a debt which cannot be discharged 
reduces a man to slavery. There is al&> a 
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system of pawning. The head of a family 
may pawn nis relations to raise money ; and 
though they may have an option on some 
occasions, the point of honor prevents its 
being enforced. Till the debt is repaid with 
fifty per cent, interest, the pawned are prac- 
ticully slaves, and so are the children unless 
they are redeemed ; while the pawnee seems 
to possess a summary sort of foreclosing 
power, by which he may seU them ail. This 
state of things renders our direct interference 
on the subject of slavery a ticklish affair, es- 
pecially os we have no political rights in the 
oountiy either by conquest or cession; in 
foot, we are truly no more than tenants of the 
factories we occupy. The Colonial Office 
could not be made to understand this ; and at 
a more fanatical period, or perhaps when the 
anti-slavery party were supposed to be more 
powerful than they now are, it directed pro- 
ceedings that would have inevitably ended in 
war, had they been carried out by the au- 
thorities at Cape Coast Castle. Even now 
the office persists in “ ignoring” the subject. 

The Negro mind is litigious and casuistical. 
Few persons are found without a knowledge 
of the laws, or the power of conducting a 
case ; for a man’s fortune or freedom may 
depend upon his skill. Mr. Cruickshunk gives 
a very bad account of their law and practice. 
Abstractedly such may be the fact ; but it 
does not strike us that Negro jurisprudence is 
much worse than law in other places. The 
case of Quansah versus Oboo, which our au- 
thor adduces as an instance of African judicial 
iniquity, is not without parallel at home in 
its main features. The plaintiff, Quansah, 
was jealous of his cousin and family head, 
Oboo, though on no better grounds than some 
superstitious notions. He proceeded against 
the suspected ; but in lieu of going before his 
proper chief, Ottoo, he carried his case before 
the Pynins, or assembly of headmen — the 
Collective Wisdom. 

The decision of the Pynins conveys to the mind 
of the Fantee a species of abstract necessity, an 
irresponsible kind of fatality, which admits 
neither of resistance nor redress. 

When the day arrived for the hearing of Quan- 
sah’s charge, a large space was cleanly swept in 
the market-place for the accommodation of the 
assembly : for this a charge of ten shillings was 
made and paid. When the Pynins had taken 
their seats, surrounded by their followers, who 

r itted upon the ground, a consultation took 
e ns to the amount which they ought to 
charge for the occupation of their valuable time ; 
and, after duly considering the plaintiff's means, 
with the view of extracting from him as much as 
they, could, they valued their intended services 
at hi. 15s. ; which he was in like manner called 
upon «to pay. Another charge of 21. 5s. was 
made in the name of tribute to the chief, and as 
an acknowledgment of gratitude for his presence 
upon- the occasion ; 1/. 10s. was then ordered to 


be paid to purchase rum for the judges, 1/. for 
the gratification of the followers, ten shillings to 
the man who took the trouble to weigh out these 
different sums, and five shillings to the court- 
criers. Thus Quansah had to pay 12/. 15s. to 
bring his case before this august court ; the mem- 
bers of which during the trial carried on a pleas- 
ant carouse of rum and palm wine. 

The preliminaries having been thus arranged 
to their satisfaction, the defendant Oboo was then 
brought before them ; and, notwithstanding his 
protestations of innocence, he was compelled to 
pay 12/. 15s. as Quansah had done. An inves- 
tigation then took place amid the wanton jokes 
and obscene ribaldry of the crowd, who prolonged 
the entertainment while the drink lasted. 

Quansah had nothing to ground his charge 
upon but his own suspicions, drawn from several 
inconclusive circumstances not deserving of con- 
sideration. His wife was examined, and declared 
her iunooence ; and the charge altogether re- 
mained unsupported by a single iota of evidence. 

As Quansah, however, insisted that both Oboo 
and his wife should take the oath of purgation, 
the Pynins were not allowed to declare their in- 
nocence until this ceremony was concluded. But 
even this oath did not satisfy Quansah ; he rep- 
resented that the Fetish by which they had sworn 
was not sufficiently powerful to reveal their guilt, 
and that he would not be satisfied until they had 
made a journey to the Braffoo Fetish at Man- 
kassim, and taken the oath of purgation before 
the priests there. This being considered the 
principal Fetish of the country, an appeal of this 
kind is not made without considerable expense ; 
but the Pynins declared themselves satisfied of 
Oboo’s innocence without the confirmation of the 
Braffoo Fetish, whom they made it optional for 
him and the woman to consult or not os they 
thought fit 

This finding made Quansah liable for the pay- 
ment of Oboo’s expenses ; but there was little 
compensation to be found in this, for to raise the 
funds to enable him to begin this prosecution, 
Quansah had pawned his services to one of the 
head men who assisted at this mockery of justice ; 
and, unless by any extraordinary good fortune 
he was enabled to repay the loan, he would very 
probably pass the remainder of his life in servi- 
tude. 

But the evil consequences of this iniquitous 
transaction did not stop short here. Oboo and 
his family were simple tillers of the ground, 
whose entire riches consist for the most part iu 
their periodical crops of corn, yams, plantain, 
and cossada, which barely suffice to support the 
family, and to supply them with funds to pur- 
chase a few articles of clothing and a little rum 
for the performance of their annual customs ; 
upon any sudden demand for money, they have 
no other resource than that of selling or pawning 
themselves and their relations. On the occasion 
which we have been describing, Oboo was obliged 
to pledge two of his nephews to obtain the 12/. 
15s., which was shared among the head men and 
their myrmidons. Thus we have seen, in this 
brief history, with what a fatal facility the cor- 
rupt nature of the native tribunals becomes in- 
strumental in gratifying the passions of vindio- 
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tive men. The instance here cited is far from 
being a solitary one, either in its criminality or 
in the injuriousness of its consequences, and it 
lias been selected as of late occurrence, and as 
having come under the official notice of the 
writer ; who had the pleasure of being able to 
restore to freedom the nephews of Oboo, by means 
of a process of disgorging to which he compelled 
Oboo and his head men to submit. 

Twelve pounds fifteen shillings is undoubt- 
edly a large sum for the Gold Coast ; but if 
the costs of each litigant in our courts on a 
somewhat similar occasion were reduced to 
African value, they doubtless would amount 
to as much at least. The plaintiff failing in 
his suit, and not being worth the cost, of the 
defendant, sometimes occurs in happy Eng- 
land, where men are also occasionally ruined 
bylaw or its charges. Th$ decision was sound 
enough ; and from all the cost, anxiety, and 
wearing suspense of the law’s delay the liti- 
gants were freed. The job was settled out of 
hand and finally. Had Mr. Quansah been a 
British litigant, he probably might have been 
able to carry his case before a British court 
which should be analogous “ to the Braffoo 
Fetish at Mankassim.” 


From the Athenaeum. 

LORD BYRON’S AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

We expressed, our readers will remember, 
last week, a doubt ns to whether the property 
in the manuscript of the Byron Memoirs was 
legally in Mr. Moore at the time of Lord Byron’s 
death — though we argued the question of Mr. 
Moore’s conduct in the matter on the ground 
of the right over the document assumed by 
himself. We have now had communicated to 
ns the following letter from the late Mr. Mur- 
ray, of Albemarle street, to Mr. Robert Wil- 
mot Horton, the friend of Lord Byron’s 
family ; written, it will be seen, shortly after 
Byron’s death, in answer to a statement made 
by Mr. Moore relative to the sale and destruc- 
tion of the Autobiography. A limited num- 
ber of copies of the letter have been printed 
by the present Mr. Murray for distribution 
among his father’s friends — not so much, it 
is understood, in needless vindication of his 
father’s conduct on this occasion, as in reply 
to certain passages in Moore’s journal which 
Lord John Russell, after cancelling the prin- 
cipal entry, has, nevertheless, allowed to 
stand and contradict his own summary of 
Moore’s conduct in this unfortunate affair. 
The letter, our readers will observe, confirms 
the statement which we made, that the MS. 
had been offered by Mr. Moore for sale to the 
Messrs. Longman, and refused by them, before 
it was offered to Mr. Murray ; — and states, 
among other points of inom#nt, a new and 
important fact — that when the MS. was de- 
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stroyed, Mr. Moore was not legally liable to 
repay the two thousand guineas to Mr. Mur- 
ray : — 

Albemarle Street, May 19, 1824. 

Dear Sir — On my return home last night, I 
found your letter, dated the 27th, calling on me 
for a specific answer whether I acknowledged the 
accuracy of the statement of Mr. Moore, commu- 
nicated in it. However unpleasant it is to me, 
your requisition of a specific answer obliges me to 
say that I cannot by any means admit the ac- 
curacy of that statement ; and in order to explain 
to you how Mr. Moore’s misapprehension may 
have arisen, and the ground upon which my as- 
sertion rests, I feel it necessary to trouble you 
with a statement of all the circumstances of the 
case, which will enable you to judge for yourself. 

Lord Byron having made Mr. Moore a present 
of his Memoirs, Mr. Moore offered them for sale 
to Messrs. Longman & Co., who however declined 
to purchase them ; Mr. Moore then made me a 
similar offer, which I accepted ;.and in Novem- 
ber, 1821, a joint assignment of the Memoirs was 
made to me by Lord Byron and Mr. Moore, with 
all legal technicalities, in consideration of a sum 
of 2,000 guineas, which, on the execution of the 
agreement by Mr. Moore, I paid to him ; Mr. 
Moore also covenanted, in consideration of the 
said sum, to act as editor of the Memoirs, and to 
supply an account of the subsequent events of 
Lord Byron’s life, &c. Some months after the 
execution of this assignment, Mr. Moore requested 
me, os a great personal favor to himself and to 
Lord Byron, to enter into a second agreement, 
by which I should resign the absolute property 
which I had in the Memoirs, and give Mr. Moore 
and Lord Byron, or any of their friends, a power 
of redemption during ike life of Lord Byron. 

As the reason pressed upon me for this change 
was, that their friends thought that there were 
some things in the Memoirs that might be injurious 
to both, I did not hesitate to make this alteration 
at Mr. Moore’s request ; and, accordingly, on the 
6th day of May, 1822, a second deed was exe- 
cuted, stating that, “ Whereas, Lord Byron and 
Mr. Moore are now inclined to wish the said work 
not to be published, it is agreed that, if either 
of them shall, during the life of the said Lord 
Byron, repay the 2,000 guineas to Mr. Murray, 
the latter shall re-deliver the Memoirs ; but that 
if the sum be not repaid, during the lifetime of 
Lord Byron, Mr. Murray shall be at full liberty 
to print and publish the said Memoirs within 
three months* after the death of the said Lord 
Byron.” I need hardly call your particular at- 
tention to the words, carefully inserted twice 
over in this agreement, which limited its exist- 
ence to the lifetime of Lord Byron ; the reason 
of such limitation was obvious and natural, 
namely, that although I consented to restore the 
work while Lord Byron should be alive , to di- 

* To this passage the present Mr. Murray has 
added this note: — The words “within Three 
Months,” were substituted for “ immediately,” at 
Mr. Moore’s request — and they appear in pencil, 
in his own handwriting, upon the original druft of 
the Deed, which U still in existenoe. 
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rect the ulterior disposal of it, I should by no 
means consent to place it after his death at the 
disposal of any other person. 

I must now observe, that I had never been 
able to obtain possession of the original assign- 
ment which was my sole lien on this property ; 
although 1 had made repeated applications to Mr. 
Moore to put me in the possession of the deed, 
which was stated to be in the hands of Lord By- 
ron’s banker. 

Feeling, I confess, in some degree alarmed at 
the withholding the deed, and dissatisfied at Mr. 
Moore’s inattention to niy interests in this par- 
ticular, I wrote urgently to him in March, 1823, 
to procure me the deed, and at the same time 
expressed my wish that the second agreement 
should cither be cancelled or at once executed . 

Finding this application unavailing, and be- 
coming by the greater lapse of time still more 
doubtful ns to what the intentions of the parties 
might be, I, in March, 1824, repeated my demand 
to Mr. Moore in a more peremptory manner, and 
was in consequence at length put into possession 
of the original deed. But not being at nil satisfied 
with the course that had been pursued towards 
me, I repeated to Mr. Moore my uneasiness at the 
terms on which I stood under the second agree- 
ment, mid renewed my request to him that he 
would either cancel it, or execute its provisions by 
the immediate redemption of the work, in order 
that I might exactly know what my rights in the 
property were. He requested time to consider of 
this proposition. In a day or two he called and 
told me that he would adopt the latter alternative, 
namely, the redemption of the Memoirs, as he had 
found persons who were ready to advance the 
money on hit insuring his life , and he promised 
to conclude the business on the first day of his 
return to town, by paying the money and giving 
up the agreement. Mr. Moore did return to 
town, but did not, that I have heard of, take any 
proceedings for insuring his life ; he positively 
neither wrote, nor called upon me, as he had 
promised to do (though he was generally accus- 
tomed to make mine one of his first houses of 
call), nor did he take any other step, that I am 
aware of, to show that he had any recollection of 
the conversation which had passed between us 
previous to his leaving town, until the death of 
Lord Byron had, ipso facto, cancelled the agree- 
ment in question, and completely restored my 
absolute rights over the property of the Memoirs. 

You will therefore perceive that there was no 
verbal agreement in existence betweeu Mr. Moore 
and me, at the time l made a verbal agreement 
with you to deliver the Memoirs to be destroyed. 
Mr. Moore might undoubtedly, during Lord 
Byron's life , have obtained possession of the Me- 
moirs, if he had pleased to do so ; he, however, 
neglected or delayed to give effect to our verbal 
. agreement, .which, as well as the written instru- 
ment to which it related, were cancelled by the 
death of Lord Byron, and there was no reason 
whatsoever why I was not at that instant perfectly 
at liberty to dispose of the MS. ns I thought 
proper. Had I considered only my own interest 
as a tradesman, I would have announced the 
work for immediate publication, and I cannot 


doubt that, under all the circumstances, the pub- 
lic curiosity about these Memoirs would have 
given me a very considerable profit beyond the 
large sum I originally paid for them ; but you 
yourself are, I think, able to do me the justice 
of bearing witness that I looked at the case with 
no such feelings, and that my regard for Lord 
Byron’s memory, and my respect for his sur- 
viving family, made me more anxious that the 
Memoirs should be immediately destroyed, since 
it was surmised that the publication might be in- 
jurious to the former aud painful to the latter. 

As I myself scrupulously refrained from look- 
ing into the Memoirs, I cannot from my own 
knowledge say whether such an opinion of the 
contents was correct or not ; it was enough for 
me that the friends of Lord and Lady Byron 
united in wishing for their destruction. Why 
Mr. Moore should have wished to preserve them, 
I did not nor will inquire ; but having satisfied 
myself that he had no right whatever in thlm, I 
was happy in having an opportunity of making, 
by a pecuniary sacrifice on my part, some return 
for the honor, and, I must add, the profit, which 
I had derived from Lord Byron’s patronage and 
friendship. You will also be able to bear witness 
that, although I could not presume to impose an 
obligation ou the friends of Lord Byron or Mr. 
Moore, by refusing to receive the repayment of 
the 2,000 guineas advanced by me, yet that l 
had determined on the destruction of the Me- 
moirs, without any previous agreement for such 
repayment, and you know the Memoirs were 
actually destroyed without any stipulation on my 
part, but even with a declaration that I had de- 
stroyed my own private property, and I there- 
fore had no claim upon any party for remunera- 
tion. I remain, Dear Sir, your faithful servant, 
(Signed) John Murray. 

To Robert Wilmot Horton, Esq. 


The Last Moments op Rob Roy. — His death- 
bed was in character with his life ; when con- 
fined to bed, a person with whom he was at en- 
mity proposed to visit him. “Raise me up,” 
said Rob Roy to his attendants, “dress me in my 
best clothes, tie on my arms, place me in my 
chair. It shall never be said that Rob Roy Mac- 
gregor was seen defenceless aud unarmed by an 
enemy.” His wishes were executed ; and he re- 
ceived his guest with haughty courtesy. When 
he had departed, the dying chief exclaimed : “ It 
is all over now — put me to bed — call in the 
piper ; let him play ‘ Ha til mi tulidh ’ [we re- 
turn no more] as long as I breathe.” He was 
obeyed — he died, it is said, before the dirge was 
finished. His tempestuous life was closed at the 
farm of Inverlochlarigbeg (the scene, afterwards, 
of his son’s frightful crimes), in the Braes of 
Balquhidder. He died in 1735, and his remains 
repose in the parish churchyard, beneath a stone 
upon which some admirer of this extraordinary 
man has carved a sword. His fiineral is said to 
have been attended by all rauks of people, and a 
deep regret was expressed for one whose charac- 
ter had much to recommend it to the regard of 
Highlanders. Memoirs of the Jacobites . 


Digitized by tjOOQle 


THE SPIRIT RAPPINGS. 


663 


From the N. T. Journal of Commerce. 

THE SPIRIT RAPPINGS. 

Robert Owen having done us the honor to 
send us a copy of his Manifesto to AU Nations, 
touching the new light which has beamed 
upon bis understanding through the medium 
of spiritual rappings, we lose no time in . lay- 
ing it before our readers, together with his 
“ Narrative” of the ways and means by which 
he became converted to the new delusion. In 
this Narrative he states that he has had 
numerous interviews with the spirits ; that all 
his questions relating to the past and present 
have been answered by them promptly and 
truly except one (the result of Ins own error), 
and that he has received “ very rational re- 
plies us to the future.” One of the questions 
which he states to have been answered 
promptly and truly, is as follows : — 

Q. Have I (Owen) been assisted in my 
writings for the public by any particular spirit ? 
jins. “ Yes.” 

Q. What spirit? An*. “God.” 

This last answer, Owen tells us, was made 
in such a manner as to create “ a peculiarly 
itwful impression on those present.” We 
should think so. for a veteran infidel, who 
through a long life has been diffusing his per- 
nicious doctrines far and wide, to bo told that 
he has been specially assisted in these writings 
by God , or the Spirit of God, is indeed awful 
— horrible — blasphemous. And this an- 
swer he supposes to have been given by the 
spirit of Benjamin Franklin ! Much more 
likely by the Spirit of Darkness. But we 
will let the old gentleman (Owen) tell his 
own story in his own way. 

MANIFESTO OF ROBERT OWEN TO ALL GOVERN- 
MENTS AND PEOPLES. 

Peace, Charity , Love , Union, and Progress, 
to all the Inhabitants of the Earth. 

A great moral revolution is about to be effected 
for the human race, and by an apparent miracle. 

Strange and incredible as it will at first appear, 
communications, most important and gratify- 
ing, have been mode in great numbers in Amer- 
ica, and to many in this country, through mani- 
festations, by invisible but audible powers, pur- 
porting to be from departed spirits, and to me 
especially from President Jefferson, Benjamin 
Franklin, His Royal Highness the late Duke of 
Kent, Grace Fletcher, my first and most en- 
lightened disciple, and many members of my own 
family, Welsh and Scotch. 

No one who knows me will attribute superstition 
to me, or want of moral courage to investigate 
truth, and to follow it wherever it may lead. 

I have honestly and fearlessly applied my best 
faculties to examine the religions, laws, govern- 
ments, institutions, and classifications, of all 
nations and peoples, and I have found them to 
be based on a fundamental principle of error, 


which pervades the whole, and which, in conse- 
quence, produces, in each of these divisions of 
society, evil instead of good. 

I have applied all my powers of mind as 
honestly and fearlessly to investigate these new 
manifestations, said to be mode by departed 
spirits, from another advanced state of our 
existence. 

Until the commencement of this investigation, 
a few weeks since, I believed that all things are 
eternal, but that there is a constant change in 
combinations and their results, and that there 
was no personal or conscious existence after 
death. 

By investigating the history of these mani- 
festations in America, and subsequently, os will 
be narrated, through the proceedings of an 
American medium, by whose peculiar organiza- 
tion manifestations are obtained, I have been 
compelled, contrary to my previous strong con- 
victions, to believe in a future conscious state 
of life, existing in a refined material, or what is 
called a spiritual state. And that, from the 
natural progress of creation, these departed 
spirits have attained the power to communicato 
their feelings and knowledge to us living upon 
the earth, by various means. 

From the communications which have been 
made to me, through the aid of this American me- 
dium,* from Jefferson, Franklin, Grace Fletcher, 
and the father of our present sovereign, I am 
informed that these new manifestations, or reve- 
lations, from the spiritual, or, more truly, the 
refined materiar world, are made for the purpose 
of changing the present false, disunited, and 
miserable state of human existence, for a true, 
united, and happy state, to arise from a new 
universal education, or formation of character, 
from birth, to be based on truth, and conducted 
in accordance with the established laws of human 
nature. 

A change which, with the concurrence of the 
existing authorities in Europe and America, 
disregarding all old prejudices, may 1)6 now 
easily effected, to the lasting benefit of all upon 
earth. 

To delay the public announcement of these all- 
important truths, now that they are known to 
me, would be to delay unnecessarily the change 
from ignorance to knowledge, from poverty to 
wealth, from disunion to union, from falsehood 
to truth, from deception to honesty, from evil to 
good, and from general misery to universal hap- 
piness. 

The means to effect this change in all countries 
are known. 

The means by which the evils enumerated are 
created have become obvious. 

The means by which the good may be secured 

* The medium referred to is Mrs. Hayden, resid- 
ing at No. 22 Queen Anne street, Cavendish Square. 
All who have had opportunities of becoming well 
acquainted with Mrs. Hayden will testify to her 
simplicity of mind, to the kindness and benevo- 
lence of her disposition, and to tho truthfulness 
of her professional statements, as woll as to 
her extreme sensitiveness when hor voracity is 
i doubted. 
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can be now peacefully and with wise foresight 
introduced and gradually extended over the 
world. 

The obstacles to be removed, to prepare the 
way for these changes, are the errors of all re- 
ligions, and the uncharitable feelings which each 
necessarily creates against the members of all 
other religions. 

And the error of all existing governments, 
respecting the fundamental principle which can 
alone cultivate and stimulate the natural fac- 
ulties of man, to unity, charity, truth, love or 
real goodness, among the human race, from the 
birth to the death of each. 

These obstacles are to be now removed, not 
by violence, or abusive language, or in an un- 
kind spirit ; but with patience, forbearance, per- 
severance, and love for mankind, regardless of 
color, clime, country, class, sect, or party, or 
difference of race or condition. 

All are to be made happy, or none can be 
made to be substantially and permanently so. 

The means by which to effect this, the greatest 
of all changes in human existence, are, like all 
the operations of nature to attain general im- 
portant results, simple in principle and easy in 
practice. 

All that is requisite is, to supersede, without 
violence, the false fundamental principle on 
which alone human affairs have been until now 
constructed and governed, and the characters of 
all have been cultivated and formed from birth. 
And in practice, to abandon the evil course of 
creating inferior and injurious conditions, now 
universal throughout all countries, neces- 
sarily making those within them inferior and 
injurious to themselves and others. And, instead 
of these evil proceedings, to commence the 
ractice of creating good and superior con- 
itions only, in which from birth to place all of 
the human race. And then, from necessity, all 
will become good and superior, and gradually, by 
this new education, very good and very superior. 

Were it not for these new and most extraordi- 
nary manifestations, there would arise a conflict 
between the evil spirits of democracy and aris- 
tocracy, which would deluge the world with 
blood, and would create universal violence and 
slaughter among all nations. But these mani- 
festations appear to be made at this period, to 
prepare the world for universal peace, and 
to infuse into all the spirit of charity, forbearance 
and love. 

These new and extraordinary manifestations 
have not changed my confidence in the truth of 
the principles which I have so long advocated, 
nor my assurance of the benefits to be derived 
from their universal application to practice. On 
the contrary, the certainty of the immense per- 
manent advantages to be insured by the adoption 
of this system by the human race, has been con- 
firmed to me by the spirits of Jefferson, Benjamin. 
Franklin, the Duke of Kent, and Grace Fletcher. 

Those who are wise, and who are not opposed 
to the universal happiness of mankind, will 
mark, learn, and inwardly digest these things. 

Robert Owen. 

London , March 30 th, 1853. 


THE NAB RATI VI. 

Many would-be-philosophera, and some who 
forget their own difficulties in their first attempts 
to introduce a knowledge of electricity, magnet- 
ism, mesmerism, and clairvoyance, as well as 
those of others in introducing any new great 
improvements — who do not know what has been 
attained and proved in other countries, and who 
have not calmly and perseveringly investigated 
the facts long since ascertained as undeniable — 
will hastily decide that these new manifestations, 
although apparently mere extensions of animal 
magnetism, are cunningly devised deceptions. 

Against any such crude and premature con- 
clusions I strongly protest, knowing how long 
these same objectors have opposed the introduc- 
tion of the system which I have for half a century 
advocated — a system based solely on self-evident 
facts, and built up on self-evident deductions 
from those facts — a system having in view 
solely the permanent good of all from birth to 
death — a system, and the only system, calcu- 
lated to compel all from their birth to become 
gradually as good , wise and happy , as their 
organization, given to them by the Great Cre- 
ating Power of the universe, or God, will admit. 

I protest against the conclusions of these 
would -be- thought wise philosophers, because I 
have patiently, with first impressions strongly 
against the truthfulness of these manifestations, 
investigated their history and the proceedings 
connected with them in the United States — have 
read the most authenticated works for and 
against them, with much desire to disbelieve 
those in their favor — and, although against 
strong evidence, I long continued to doubt, and 
thought the whole a delusion (but in many 
cases I was obliged to admit it must be an honest 
delusion), I have been compelled to come to a 
very different conclusion. 

While in doubt upon this subject I heard of 
the media in this country, and was casually in- 
troduced to Mrs. Hayden, an American medium, 
without having any intention to ask a question 
respecting the spirits ; my object being to pur- 
chase a book which Mrs. Hayden had for sale, 
written by a valued and most truthful friend of 
mine in America — Adin Ballou, who has written 
a plain, practical, common-sense history of this 
new revelation to the human race. 

While conversing with Mrs. Hayden, and 
while we were both standing before the fire, and 
talking of our mutual friends, suddenly raps 
were heard on a table at some distance from us, 
no one being near to it. I was surprised, and 
as the raps continued and appeared to indicate 
a strong desire to attract attention, I asked 
what was the meaning of the sounds. Mrs. 
Hayden said they were spirits anxious to com- 
municate with some one, and she would inquire 
who they were. They replied to her, by the 
alphabet, that they were friends of mine who 
were desirous to communicate with me. Mrs. 
Hayden then gave me the alphabet and pencil, 
and I found, according to their own statements, 
that the spirits were those of my Mother and 
Father. I tested their truth by various quea- 
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tions, and their answers, all correct, surprised 
me exceedingly. I have since had twelve seances, 
some of long continuance, and during which I have 
asked a considerable number of questions ; to all 
of which, with one exception, I have had prompt 
and true answers so far as the past, and present, 
and very rational replies as to the future ; but 
these last have to be tested by time. The ex- 
ception was my own afterwards discovered error. 

In mixed societies, with conflicting minds, I 
have seen very confused answers given ; but I 
believe, in all these cases, the errors have arisen 
from the state of mind of the inquirer. 

The following are some of the answers which I 
have had from the invisible agents, said by 
themselves to be the spirits of departed friends, 
and from others whom I never saw, but whom I 
wished to consult. 

At one Sitting . 

Q. Are there many spirits present? A. “No.” 

Q. How many ? A. “ Two.** 

Q. Who are they, and will you name them by 
the alphabet ? A. 44 Wife,*’ and 44 Mary Owen” 
(ray youngest daughter). 

Q. What object have the spirits at this period, 
in thus manifesting themselves to us ? A. 44 To 
reform the world.” 

Q. Can I materially promote this object ? A. 
“ You can assist in promoting it.” 

Q. Shall I be aided by the spirits to enable 
me to succeed ? A. “ Yes.” 

Q. Shall I devote the remainder of my life to 
this mission ? A. ** Yes.” 

Q. Shall I hold a public meeting to announce 
to the world these proceedings, or shall they be 
made known through the British Parliament ? 
A. “ Through the British Parliament. * 

Q. Shall I also apply for an investigation of 
this subject to the Congress of the United States ? 
A. “Yes.” 

Q. Through the present American ambassador ? 
A. 44 Yes.” 

Q. When shall I next hear from my family in 
America? A. 44 Next week.” This answer has 
proved to be correct. 

At another sitting, soon after its commence- 
ment, Mr. Smith, Editor of the 44 Family Her- 
ald,” and a gentleman unknown to me, came in, 
and I was about to desist in my inquiries and to 
leave them ; but Mr. Smith, whom I had long 
known, was very urgent that I should proceed 
in asking the questions I intended, and 1 there- 
fore proceeded. 

Previous to their entrance, on its being an- 
nounced that a spirit was present, I had asked — 

Q. What spirit is present ? A . By the Al- 
phabet, 44 Benjamin Franklin.” 

Q. How shall I know you from other spirits, 
or that you are truly the spirit of Benjamin 
Franklin ? A . 44 1 will give three distinct raps. * * 
And three very distinct raps were given. 

Q. Is it true that conditions can be created, 
through man’s agency, by which all may be 
made to become good, wise, and happy ? A. 
44 Yes.” 

Q. Are the conditions which I have had so 
long in my mind for this purpose, those which 


are the best calculated to make all good, wise 
and happy ? A. 44 Yes.” 

Q. What spirit, or spirits, can and will assist 
and advise me in accomplishing this change } 

A. 44 All will.” 

At this period of the sitting, as I found Mr. 
Smith could hear the raps more easily than I 
could, I gave him the pencil, and requested he 
would take down the answers. And the follow 
rag are copied from his notes. 

Q. Have I, as has been said, some particular * 
guardian angels ? A. “Yes.” 

Q. Will you name them by the Alphabet ? A 
44 Mary Owen,” 44 Anne Caroline Owen” (my 
daughters deceased) ; 44 Robert Owen ” (my 
father’s name) ; “ Anne Williams” (my mother’s 
maiden name). 

Q. Have I been assisted in my writings for 
the public by any particular spirit ? A . “ Yes ” 

Q. What spirit? A. “God.” 

[This reply was made in such a manner as to 
create a peculiarly awful impression on those 
present.] 

Q. Shall I continue to be assisted by the same 
spirit? A. “Yes.” 

Space will not admit of more in this number ; 
but I have had twelve or thirteen other sittings, 
and some of them of deep interest ; especially 
with the declared spirit of Ilis Royal Highness 
the late Duke of Kent and Strathearn. But he 
has requested me not to publish his communica- 
tions until a time which he will state to me. 

, Robert Owen. 

London , 5th April , 1853. 


Browne *s Ascent of Mont Blanc.* 

This large paper-bound folio is the work of 
Mr. J. D. H. Browne, one of the gentlemen who 
achieved last summer the most recent ascent of 
Mont Blanc. It is a curiosity, and an interesting 
one. The designs are not mere reminiscences, but 
are completed from sketches madeon the spot ; the 
author having enjoyed exemption to an unusual 
degree from the knocking-up effects of the ad- 
venture. Here we follow the two Englishmen 
and their nine guides in their ladder-ascent of 
the glaciers before the Grands Mulets ; their 
encampment on the Grands Mulets ; their search- 
ing for the passage of the Crevasse du Dome, 
by lantern-light amid fathomless precipices, 
ghost-white glaciers, and black night ; their 
perilous crossing of the crevasse ; their break- 
fast on the Grand Plateau, within view of the 
summit ; the first use of the axe in hewing away 
the higher ice ; the view of the Italian side of the 
mountain ; the scaling of la Cote ; the final rest 
upon the loftiest peak of Mont Blanc ; and the 
stumbling, slipping, precipitating descent. Spite 
of some artistic deficiencies, the designs are char*- 
aoteristio and life-like ; and the verbal narrative 
is graphic enough to atone for occasional flighti- 
ness. — Spectator . 

* Ten Scenes of the last Ascent of Mont Blanc, 
inolnding Five Views from tho Summit. Published 
by M’Lean. 
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THE DEAD, AS DESCRIBED BY HOMER 


From the Gentleman's Magazine. 

■ THE DEAD, AS DESCRIBED BY HOMER : 

COLLECTED FROM DR. JORTIN’S SIXTH DISSERTA- 
TION. WITH SOME REMARKS ON THE SEVERAL 

PASSAGES. 

The subject of the condition of the human 
soul after death forms with us a part of the 
domain of religion ; and it is very rarely 
that theology permits the iutrusion of poetry 
Within the limits which she calls her own. 
Among the Greeks, the poets were the oldest 
and most accepted theologians. It was the 
opinion of Herodotus, that the objects of 
Greek worship owed their forms and their 
very names to Homer and Hesiod. “ These 
were they (he says) ‘who made the Greeks a 
theogony, and gave names to the gods, dis- 
tinguished their honors and occupations, and 
determined their forms.”* The state of the 
disembodied spirit in that future world to 
W'liich mankind instinctively looks forward, 
though with shrinking and half-averted gaze, 
was a subject which could not but exercise a 
mysterious influence upon the imagination of 
men who were looked upon not only as poets 
butas seers, and upon whose rhapsodies their 
countrymen depended for all their notions 
upon the most mysterious and important 
matters. The subject was an attractive one, not 
only as presenting a wide and suggestive field 
to the imagination, but also as involving 
questions in the solution of which every 
human being was personally and vitally inter- 
ested. In what way did the Greek poets 
satisfy the cravings of their countrymen for 
information concerning the spiritual world? 
We have thought it would not be uninterest- 
ing, taking Dr. Jortin’s Dissertation for our 
text, to collect some passages from ancient 
writers upon this topic. 

i. 

The Soul of Man, separated from the body, is 
material, or clothed with a material covering or 
vehicle, but of so thin a contexture that it can- 
not be felt or handled ; it resembles a shadow or 
a dream. — (Dissert, p. 216.) 

This was the ancient Pythagorean and Pla- 
tonic philosophy: T»r i/utre^Af 4^* *rc«fi /uir 
a-cofjkx y cd TTuvrn (ft *£* at'yfA. atcc fourtitf 

— our souly though it leave this body , yet shall 
never be disunited from all body. ■ (See Cud- 
worth’s Intell. System, ii. 784.) This future 
body was supposed to be a sort of airy or va- 
porous body, 9»>/u* *vy*t i/h, cue uwor, 
a luciform , celestial , ethereal body . The Rab- 
bins also ascribe to the soul, after its separa- 
tion from the present body, another subtile 
one, which they call the scabbard of the soul. 
This is all agreeable to the Christian doctrine. 
St. Paul says, there is the toi/ula 4^*®** a 

• Herodotus, ii. 53. 


natural or animal body , and the w/aa jr?fvp«r«- 
*c>, a spiritual body; (1 Cor. xv.) and the 
same thing is implied in other passages of 
Scripture. (See Dan. xii. 23. Wisdom, lii. 7.) 

ii. 

It retains the lineaments of the man, and ap- 
pears in the same dress that the man wore in his 
lifetime. — (Dissert., p. 217.) 

In proof of this Dr. Jortin cites a passage 
from tne eleventh Odyssey, but there is one 
in the twenty-third Ilias singularly apposite. 

*H\$i /t vr i nstTg-.xAicc fukclc 

Uutr AiyTtji, x. t. k . — (Line 65.) 

When, lo ! the shade,, before his closing eyes, 
Of sad Patroclus rose, or seemed to rise ; 

In the same robe he living wore he came. 

In stature, voioe, and pleasing look the same. 

(Pope.) 

Jercmias is described when he appeared to 
Judas as “ a man with gray hairs and excel- 
lent majesty.” (2 Maccab. xv. 13.) The 
belief has been universal ; so the ghost in 
“ Hamlet.” 

Marcellus. 

Look where it comes again. 

Bernardo. 

In the same figure , like the King that ’« dead. 

Horatio. 

Such was the very armor he hod on 
When he the ambitious Norway combated *, 

So frowned he once . . . . 

And of his beard, 

It was as I have seen it in his lifetime , 

A sable, silvered. 

It is obvious to observe that a spirit’s assum- 
ing the likeness of its former bodily shape 
seems a necessary consequence of its appear- 
ing at all. 

m. 

It retains the passions, affections, sentiments, 
and dispositions that it had in the body. — (Dis- 
sert., p. 218.) 

There is a fine passage in the eleventh 
Odyssey illustrative of the above, where the 
shade of Achilles exults on hearing of his 
son’s military glory, 

— — 4 w >t" 

♦o/tx, /uax^u fkfla* st, xav* arfUtkot kUfxi >?«, 
Tybovur*, o oi c/ior btiftU trer hi ac. 

(L. 587.) 

The shade with transport glowed. 

Rose in his majesty and nobler trod. — (Pope.) 

That the same affections and- sentiments are 
continued in another state, was taught by 
our Saviour in the story of Dives and Lazarus ; 
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for, although it should only be regarded as a 
parable, it still necessarily shadowed forth the 
true state of things. 

IV. 

Although it cannot be handled, it may be seen 
and heard, and it can converse with other shades 
and with men. — (Dissert., p. 218.) 

The spirit, however, could only reappear 
during the interval between death and the 
rites of sepulture, in the hundred years in 
which the unburied wandered on the banks 
of the Styx. Thus Patroclus, 

0-tJTT# /At OTTI 'Tu^tT'TO. VI/A* { OiVlO Wtg»V«. 

ThaI j * • ueywet 4*'>*J. *. t. a. 

(II. xxiii. 71.) 

Which Pope translates, somewhat para- 
phrastically, 

Let my pale corse the rites of burial know ; 

And give me entrance to the realms below ; 

Till then the spirit finds no resting place ; 

But here and there th* unburied spectres chase 

The vagrant dead around the dark abode, 

Fated to cros9 th* irremeable flood, 

Now give thy hand ; for to the farther shore 

When once we pass the soul returns no more. 

When once the lost funereal flames ascend, 

No more shall meet Achilles and his friend. 

v. 

It may be raised with proper sacrifices and 
evocations, by permission of the deities who pre- 
side over the dead. But it is a dangerous thing 
to have recourse to these methods ; for, if those 
surly gods should be offended, they may send a 
Gorgon, a formidable monster, to terrify and 
perhaps destroy the bold adventurer. — (Dis- 
sert, p. 218.) 

The subject of necromancy is curious. It 
was practised before the time of Moses ; for 
one of his laws is directed against it. There 
shall not be found among you — a charmer , or 
a consultcr with familiar spirits , or a wizard , 
or a necromancer . (Deut. xviii. 10.) Diodo- 
rus Siculus mentions an oracle near Lake 
Avemus, where the dead were raised, as 
having been in existence before the age of 
Hercules. (Liv. iv. c. 22.) Plutarch, in his 
life of Cimon , relates that Pausanias, in bis 
distress, applied to the Psychagogi or Dead- 
evokers, at Ileraclea, to call up the spirit of 
Cleonice (whose injured apparition naunted 
him incessantly), in order that he might 
entreat her forgiveness. She appeared ac- 
cordingly, and informed him that, on his 
return to Sparta, he would be delivered from 
all his sorrows ; meaning by death. This 
WQ8 five hundred years before Christ ; and the 
story resembles that of the apparition of 
Samuel — To-morrow shall thou and thy sons 
be with me. (1 Sam. xxxviii.) The appear- 


ance of Samuel was regarded os a real trans- 
action by the author of Ecclesiastious, for he 
says, “ By bis faithfulness ho was found a 
true prophet, and by his word he was known 
to be faithful in vision ; for after his death ho 
showed the king his end, and lift up his voice 
from the earth in prophecy.” (Eccles. xlvi.) 
The Rabbins say that the woman was the 
mother of Abner ; she is said to huve had 
the spirit of 06, which, Dean Milman has 
remarked, is singularly similar in sound to 
the name of the Obeah women in the West 
Indies. Herodotus also mentions Thcsprotia , 
in Epirus, as the place where Periander evoked 
the spirit of his wife Melissa, whom he had 
murdered (Lib. v. c. 92.) 

It was a very general opinion that demons 
had power over the souls of the dead, until 
Christ descended into Ilades, and delivered 
them from the thrall of the Prince of Dark- 
ness. The dead were sometimes raised by 
those who did not possess a familiar spirit. 
Those consulters repaired to the grave at 
night, and there lying down repeated certain*, 
words in a low, muttering tone, and the spirit 
thus summoned appeared : “ And thou snalt 
be brought down, and shalt speak out of the 
ground, and thy speech shall be low out of the 
dust, and thy voice shall be as one that hath a 
familiar spirit, out of the ground, and thy 
speech shall whisper out of the dust.” 
(Isaiah xxix. 4. See also Id. vjii. 19.) Eurip- 
ides refers also to necromancy. 

Admetus. 

og* yt fxi rt <$uor(Ae t FigTCgav tiS n ; 

Hercules. 

§u 4 *0*1’ tvoaw-a* (if of. 

(Alcestis, 1127.) 

Ad. — See ! is not this some spectre from the 
dead ? 

Her. — No dead-invoker for thy guest hast 
thou. 

Seneca describee the spirits of the dead as 
being evoked by the Psychagogos in a cave, 
rendered gloomy and as dark as night by the 
cypress, laurel, and other like trees. ((Ed. 
Act iii. 630.) The pdssage will recall to the 
recollection the incantation scene in “Mac- 
beth,’* where the apparition of the armed 
head, &c, is evoked in a dark cave, with 
characteristic ceremonies. (Act iv. sc. 1.) 
Claudian refers to the same superstition, 
(See Rufin. i. 155.) And Lucan (Phars. vi. 
670) , where Ericlho recalls a spirit to animate 
the body it had left, by horrid ceremonies, 
much in accordance with the taste of that 
writer. So Tibullus , 

Haw cantn finditque solum, raanesque scpulciiris 
Elicit, et tepido devocat ossa toro. 

(Lib., i., El. ii. 45.) 
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A good account of necromancy may be found 
in the learned and curious work of L. Ch. 
JFrid. Garmannu8, “ De Miraculis Mortu- 
orum see the tenth chapter of the Second 
Book, which treats De Spectris Cadaverum. 
He also speaks of another kind of invocation, 
that of calling back to their own country the 
souls of those who died abroad. He says that 
the dead were also sometimes invoked, that 
the surviving relatives might be assured of 
their still living in the other world. Julian 
the Apostate secretly practised this art, in a 
retired part of his palace, cutting up for the 
purpose the bodies of virgins and boys — if we 
may credit two Christian bishops (Gregory 
Nazianzen and Chrysostom) , who, we are told, 
could relate such tales “ without a smile, and 
without a blush.” Bodinus mentions similar 
ceremonies. (See De Magorum Dsemono- 
niania, Lib. ii., c. ii. iii.) Evocation was 
practised by the northern nations, as may be 
seen in Gray’s translation of the Ode from the 
Norse tongue, preserved in the Latin version 
by Bartholinus , entitled “ The descent of 
Odin,” that is, to the drear abode of Helas , 
the goddess of death. The answers of the 
prophetic maid are with difficulty extorted 
from her. 

Fatidica. 

Quisnam Hominum M 
Mihi ignotorum 
Mihi facere prsesumit 
Tristem animum ? 

Invita hmc dixi, 

Jamque silebo. 

And in the poem from the Hervara Saga, pub- 
lished by Olaus Verelius, Hervor calls up by 
enchantments the apparition of her father 
Angantyr — 

Hervor ! daughter ! 

Full of spells to raise the dead, 

Why dost thou call me thus ? 

(MS. translation.) 

He then predicts her future (ate. The appa- 
rition of Samuel complains also. Why hast 
thou disquieted me to bring me up ? The 
Druids claimed the same power ; and Picart , 
on the religion of the Banians, states that the 
Tunquinese believe their witches maintain a 
correspondence with the evil spirit, and have 
a perfect knowledge of the state of the soul in 
the other world ; and that they evoke the 
spirit with the sound of drums, which appears, 
and gives the answers demanded. (Kelig. 
Ceremon., vol. ii. 108.) 

With respect to the danger attending the 
raising of the dead, as noticed by Dr. Jortin, 
lest a formidable monster should be sent to 
terrify or destroy the adventurer, the super- 
stition seems alluded to by Shokspeare, in 
“ Hamlet.” 


Hoeat. 

What if it tempt you tow'rd the flood, my Lord, 
Or to the dreadful summit of the cliff 
That beetles o'er his base into the sea? 

And there assume some other horrible form 
Which might deprive your sovereignty of reason. 
And draw you into madness . (Act 1, sc. 4.) 

Constantine, by one of his laws, mode penal 
such magic arts as were calculated to injure 
others, but permitted those which might be 
beneficial. In James the First’s time persons 
practising magic were hanged. 

VI. 

The ghost likes to approach the sacrifices, and 
drink of the blood of the victims. — (Dissert, p. 
220 .) 

Porphyry, who wrote in the early part of 
the third century, speaking of daemons, says, 

wrot o i £*i{o?v«c Xo<6» r%, xriWw t§ it a>r auroir ri 
rmputriwor *«i irrwfA*ri*or mxim&i: tovti 

trr/u o7; **} ayaBu/uiu/nttai. These are they who 
take pleasure in incense, fumes, and nidours of 
sacrifices, wherewith their corporeal and spiritual 
part is fattened. Celsus ana St. Basil mention 
the same thing. (See Cudworth, vol. ii., p. 
810, 811.) Milton has an allusion to this, 

the night-hag, when called 

In secret, riding through the air she comes, 
Lured by the smell of in fonts’ blood, to dance 
With Lapland witches. (P. L.) 

Garmannus observes that the Egyptian hiero- 
glyphic for the soul was a hawk, because it 
never drinks water, but only blood, with 
which the Egyptians believed the spirits of the 
departed were nourished. (Lib. ii., Tit. x. c. 
60, 61.) It appears from Homer also that 
before the spirit tasted the sacrificial blood, 
it had no recollection of its former life ; and 
sometimes did not speak, or possess the pro- 
phetic power. Tiresias says to Ulysses , 

ixx* cv arir%t it <p* oyavot ofv, 

tupetroc &<*f % itim, mu rot n/uterU tlirtt. 

(Od. xi. 94.) 

Remove from the foss, and sheathe your sharp 
sword, that I may quaff the blood, and utter 
true words. The sense of which passage, it 
may be observed, is entirely lost in Pope’s 
translation. As soon as Ulysses obeyed, the 
ghost, 

— aim tJ/u* manor, 

Bed toti is pi* vrisrwt irtorwis pdtrrtc hpwpm. 

(Ib.) 

Eager he quaffed the gore, and then expressed 
Dark things to come, the counsels of his breast 

(Pope.) 

It was for this reason that the shade of his 
mother stood in silence before him, without 
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even looking at or speaking to him ; but as 
noon as she hod drank the blood she imme- 
diately recognized him, informed him of what 
had occurrea at her death, and of many things 
relating to his family. This, however, would 
seem to be confined chiefly to the dead in 
Homer; for when the apparition of Darius 
was called up by Atossa, there was no sac- 
rifice, and the libations consisted only of honey, 
milk, flowers, &c., yet the spirit, immediately 
on its appearance, recognized his wife and the 
attendant Persians, and addressed them . (See 
the Persas of JSschylus, 1. 077.) 

Y1I. 

It is afraid of a drawn sword, and will not 
approach the man who threatens it — (Dissert, 

p. 220.) 

This fear is very consistent with the notion 
entertained by the ancients, that the departed 
spirit retained a material body. Hence the 
ghosts of the Greek chiefs and Macedonian 
phalanx fled at the sight of iEneas and his 
glittering weapons. (ASn. vi. 490.) When 
Marcellus, in “ Ilamlet,” inquires whether 
he shall strike the ghost with his partisan, 
Shakspeare makes him add immediately, 

We do it wrong, being so majestical, 

To offer it the show of violence ; 

For it is, os the air, invulnerable. 

And our vain blows malicious mockery. 

(Act* 1, sc* i«) 

▼m. 

It glides along like a shadow, and moves or 
flics with the utmost rapidity, and when the man 
dies, and it departs from the body, it soon gets 
to the region of the dead. — (Dissert, ^p. 220.) 

This too is in accordance with the Scripture 
doctrine : “ This day shalt thon be with me 
in paradise.” (Luke xxiii. 43.) 

IX. 

When a man dies, the soul quits the beloved 
body with much reluctance. — (Dissert, p. 220.) 

Which is alluded to by Dryden in a fine 
passage on the death of Charles II. 

God’s image, God’s anointed, lay 
Without a motion, pulse, or breath, 

A senseless lump of sacred clay. 

An image now of death. 

An iron slumber sat on his majestic eyes* 

Once more the fleeting soul came back 
T' inspire the mortal frame ; 

And in the body took a doubtfal stand, 
Doubtful and hovering, like expiring flame 
That mounts and falls by turns and trembles 
o'er the brand. 

(Threnod. August) 

x. 

It cannot enter Sides till the body be buried, 
or funeral rites have been performed in honor to 


it, but roves about at the gates, in a restless 
condition. — (Dissert., p. 221.) 

Long before tho time of Homer the being 
deprived of sepulture was regarded as the 
greatest misfortune. The author of Ecclesi- 
astes says that an untimely birth (meaning 
never to hare been born) is better for a mat}, 
than to have no burial, (c. vi. 3.) And 
among the instances recorded of T obit's devo- 
tion, one is, that if he saw any of his kindred 
dead, or cast about the walls of Nineveh, he 
buried them. (c. i. 17.) And when he con- 
fesses his fear of death, he adds this reason, 
“ lest I should bring my father's and my 
mother’s life, because of me, to the grave with 
sorrow: for they have no other son to bury 
them,” (vi. 14.) 

XI. 

The account which Homer gives of Hercules, 
amongst the dead, is remarkable. Ulysses con- 
verses, not with him , bat with his image or 
shade. — (Dissert, p. 222.) 

Dr. Jortin adds, “ it does not appear that 
Homer thought other men to consist, like 
him, of the ail( l but that 

in them the *1*%* and Woacv were the same 
yet Achilles, in the twenty-third Iliad, says, 

to to to/, tfcu tic erri **/ %lr dtitto fo/uciei 

4t/*jf «*i liJWr, arite optrtc w* hi TrUfAirtty. 

(L. 103.) 

As heaven attests , there is then in the mansions 
of the dead the spirit, and its image, but . the 
intellectual part of man is not with it. It 
must be observed again that nothing of this 
is expressed in Pope’s translation. Plutarch 
says, that the or intellectual part of 

man , is a part of the 4*^ or soul, but supe- 
rior to it, and separable from it. He makes 
tbe living man consist of tbree parts, 

4«%*» et** ; that, by the first death, he be- 
comes two out of three, viz., 4*'*" and spy ; 
and by tbe second death, he becomes one 
out of two, viz. »?. The iwWo* or image 
of Iphthima was raised by Minerva, even 
during her lifetime. (Od. iv. 795.) And 
Ulysses feared that Persephone had sent the 
mere image of his mother to delude and dis- 
tress him. (Od. xi. 212.) This •* or 
spectral appearance, seems to resemble tbe 
wraith of the Scottish superstition, which is 
believed to be sometimes the messenger of 
good and sometimes tbe presager of death. 
Apollo raised the image of .Eneas’ dead body 
to deceive the Greeks (II. v. 449) ; and a be- 
lief is still prevalent in tbe west of England 
that, as an omen of death, an individual will 
sometimes see the spectral appearance of his 
own corpse. 

xu. 

The shades form themselves into little soeie- 


Digitized by <^.ooQle 



670 THE DEAD, AS DESCRIBED BY HOMER. 


ties, and keep company with their countrymen, 
friends and acquaintances. — (Dissert, p. 223.) 

So the ghosts of the departed raonarchs of 
the earth are described as being assembled 
together in the realms of death , and os rising 
up from their thrones to receive the King ot 
Babylon ; to receive and insult him : “ Art 
thou become like unto us? Is thy pride 
brought down to the grave? Is the vermin 
become thy couch, and the earth-worm thy 
covering? How art thou fallen, 0 Lucifer, 
son of the morning!” (Is. six. 10. Bp. 
Lowth.) 

xm. 

This earth which wo inhabit is a wide-ex- 
tended plain, all hollow underneath, and there 
is Aides, or the region of the dead. — (Dissert., 
p. 224.) 

Bishop Horsley held the opinion that the 

E lnce of the dead, in the intermediate state 
etween death and the resurrection, was in 
the hollow of the earth. (See a remarkable 
sermon of his on the subject, from 1 Pet. iii. 
18, 10, 20.) 

xrv. 

Aides, or the region of the dead, is represented 
by Homer, as a gloomy, melancholy place where 
there is no joy and contentment, and where even 
the heroes are disconsolate, and out of humor 
with their condition. — (Dissert., p. 281.) 

It is so represented by Job : Before I go 
whence I shall not return , to the land of dark- 
ness; and the shadow of death ; — where the 
light is darkness . (ch. x. 21, 22.) 

xv. 

As deep beneath these mansions as the earth 
is beneath the heavens, lies Tartarus, where 
Saturn, Japetus, and other ancient gods are con- 
fined, and never see the cheerful light of the sun, 
or feel the refreshing breezes of the air. — (Dis- 
sert., p. 225.) 

Homer's idea of Tartarus is said to have 
been derived from the Egyptians, who are 
supposed to have possessed by tradition a 
knowledge of the full of the angels, and the 
punishment of the condemned. 

XVI. 

They who are punished there, as Tantalus, 
Tityus, Sisyphus, are persons who had been 
guilty of particular impieties against the gods. 
— (Dissert., p. 229.) 

XVII. 

There is only one crime specified in Homer for 
which men would be punished hereafter, and 
that crime is perjury. — (Dissert, p. 230.) , 

XVIII. 

The office of punishing perjury is given to the 
Furies. — (Dissert, p. 230.) 


XIX. 

In Homer we find punishments expressly 
threatened only to the perjured, and indirectly 
to the wicked, and rewards promised to none ; 
unless, perhaps, by way of inference, we should 
allow to his virtuous shades the poor negative 
rewards of not being tormented with Tantalus 
and Tityus. — (Dissert., p. 236.) 

By the Mosaic Law the sin of wilful per- 
jury was not to be expiated by sacrifice (Lev. 
v. 1), he shall bear his punishment , being so 
understood. 

xx. 

They, (the gods) can at pleasure assume an 
human shape and body, and then they can eat 
and drink like human creatures, and perform rU 
atpyodiota. — (Dissert, p. 285.) 

The heavenly messengers that appeared to 
Abraham, eat in his presence (Gen. xviii. 8), 
but the angel refused the kid offered by Ma- 
noah (Judges xiii. 15, 1G) ; and the angel 
that appeared to Tobit, reminded him, AU 
these days did I appear unto you ; but I did 
neither eat nor drink, (ch. xii. 19.) 

Ovid makes Jupiter say, 

Contigerat nostras infamia temporis aures ; 
Quam cupiens falsam, summo delabor Olympo, 
Et Deus human* lustro sub imagine terras. 

Met. i. 211. 

The wickedness of the age has reached me; in 
the hope that it may be untrue , I will descend 
from Olympus , and although a god , will trav- 
erse the earth under the human form ; which, 
it has been observed, is very like the circom- 
stance recorded in Genesis. “ Because their 
sin is very grievous ; I will go down now, and 
see whether they have done altogether accord- 
ing to the cry of it which hascorao unto me.” 
(ch. xviii. 20, 21.) The Egyptians believed 
that the gods assumed the form of men. 
(Diod. Siculus, Lib. i. c. 12.) In the Odys- 
sey, Minerva descends no less than nine times 
under different forms ; seven under the human 
form , once as an eagle , and once os light. Plato 
reprobates the superstition, and on this ac- 
count passes a severe censure on Homer. Ho- 
mer, however, described theology, in all like- 
lihood, very much as he found it, and exhibits 
therefore the opinions which were common 
in Greece and the neighboring nations at that 
early period ; these opinions were probably 
derived from still more ancient nations, and 
originated possibly in corrupt tradition from 
tbe histories of the Old Testament. The gods 
of Homer resemble mankind in their passions 
and feelings, and certainly to a gross excess ; 
but still, it may be remarked, that in every re- 
ligion under heaven, even the Christian, man- 
kind, in forming their idea of the Deity, are 
very prone to transfer to him their own pecu- 
liar passions, and ascribe to Ilim such attri- 
butes as are in sympathy with their own dis- 
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positions ; and which are grounded, therefore, | 
it may be presumed, in many cases, rather 
on the character of the individual than on 
reason and religion. Persons of a tender and 
compassionate temper dwell chiefly on the 
mercy and benevolence of God ; those of a 
sterner nature, on his inflexible justice, and 
consequent severity : the latter attach them- 
selves to Calvinism, the former class with 
Arminians. Men of a philosophic turn and 
disciplined habits of thought, look upon purity 
of heart and the exercise of moral virtue as 
what can alone be acceptable to a perfect 
Being. Those of an uninformed ana con- 
tracted mind think to merit His approbation 
and conciliate His favor by fervid expressions 
of homage, and the punctilious observance of 
ceremonies and form. National character 
will be found always to exert its influence on 
national religions. The Northern Indians, it 
has been observed, whose lives, from habit 
and necessity, are devoted to activity and for- 
titude believe their gods to be characterized by 
precisely the same qualities ; while the Siamese , 
whose hot climate and despotic government 
induco the idea that happiness consists in 
easo and safety, believe tho Supreme Being 
to live forever in a state of indolence and 
security. 

In llomer every quality and attribute of 
man is represented by a deity, implying that 
the godhead is everywhere present : all is 
conceived in the spirit of poetry and wisdom ; 
and even in those parts which appear least 
rational, there are shadowed forth many mys- 
teries of natural and religious philosophy. 
Diodorus remarks that Horner obtained his 
learning and theology from Egypt. Mr. How- 
ell, in his “ Interesting Historical Events, ” 
refers the Egyptian philosophy to the doc- 
trines of the Sbas/ah; and whatever age mny 
bo assigned to Zoroaslcr and the Magian doc- 
trines, there can be no doubt of their very 
great antiquity: according to Aristotle , as 
quoted by Bryant, the Magi were prior to the 
Egyptians. (Anc. Myth. ii. 390.) It is 
therefore no matter of surprise that there 
should be so many resemblances between the 
notions of the Hebrews, and those of Homer 
and the Greeks. 

With respect to the gross superstition no- 
ticed in the above passage by Dr. Jortin, this 
may also be traced to the earliest history of 
mankind. It was spoken of in the apocryphal 
book of Enoch, and possibly originated in the 
misinterpreted passage in Genesis (vi. 2). 
The Rabbins held that when Adam was ex- 
pelled from Paradise, he continued a hundred 
and thirty years under excommunication, and 
during that time maintained an intercourse 
with female angels, and thenoe originated 
(Lemons. Augustine speaks of the sin alluded 
to as being so well known that no rational 
person would deny it. The belief in such iu- 
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tercourse was prevalent in Europe in the mid- 
dle ages ; which is apparent in the fabliaux 
of the Troubadours. Guy de Lusignan is re- 
lated to have had several children by Melusina, 
the elf ; and it was generally credited in Scot- 
land that Geoffrey Plantagenet, the ancestor 
of the English sovereigns, had married a dae- 
mon. (See Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border, 
ii. 183.) Shakspcaro alludes to the supersti- 
tion in his “ Tempest, ” in which Prospero ad- 
dresses Caliban : 

Thou poisonous slave, got by the devil himself 
Upon thy wicked dam. 

The foul witch Sycorax, who, with age and envy, 
Had grown into a hoop, . . . 

The blere-eyed hag was hither brought with 
child. 

Meyer , the historian of Flanders, relates that 
in 1459 many persons of both sexes were con- 
demned for this oflenee ox their owx confes- 
siox, and burnt at Artois ; and Bodin, who 
was chief justice in eyre, wroto his work on 
Damonomania in consequence of having had 
to try a female named Harvilleria of Compeign 
for the same thing. The poor being at lust 
confessed that she had permitted such inter- 
course from an early age ; and her enlight- 
ened judges debated the question whether she 
should be burnt alive, or in mercy strangled 
first; the burning her olive was ultimately 
determined on, and the sentence carried into 
execution on the third of April, 1578. The 
confession she made before and after her con- 
demnation sufficiently betrays the real cause 
of her calamities, and which, no doubt, in 
this aud most other instances, arose from that 
“ heaviest of human afflictions,” the frequent 
and the natural sesult of superstition. (See 
Bodinu8 De Mugorum Dae monomania, praef. ; 
and also Lib. ii. c. 8.) 

XXI. 

The Elysian fields were situated beyond the 
sea, and bounded by the sea, and separated from 
the earth in which others dwell. But we are 
not told who were the inhabitants of these happy 
regions ; only we find that they were men and 
not ghosts. — (Dissert., p. 239.) 

xxu. 

Homer hath not affirmed directly, and in so 
many words, that the soul is immortal ; but this 
doctrine seems manifestly deducible from his 
system and connected with iu — (Dissert., p. 
245.) 

Hercules is described by Homer as being 
in heaven and united to Hebe. (Od. xi. 603.) 
Perhaps the moral of the fable was intended 
to show that his soul possessed immortal 
youth. 

Although it did not fa.ll within Dr. Jortin’s 
plan to enter upon the subject, it may be also 


Digitized by <^.ooQle 



NICKNAMES, 


672 


collected from Homer that daemons attend 
upon mankind to seduce them to evil, and in- 
volve them in sufferings. When Ulysses re- 
turned to the isle of iEolus, he was asked, 

Ilo>{ ’OJc/Vitij Tie T6I *«U0C i%P*t 

(Od. X. 04.) 

What deemon could'st thou meet 

To thwart thy passage, and repel thy feet ? 

(Pope.) 

And, in excuse for Helen, Menelaus says, 

»x8fc Itht* rii xtktueyjitnu Hr* lutkxw 
fetifjimr o< TpiUrrn i/StuxiTo xuToc option. 

(Od. iv. 275.) 

Some daemon, anxious for tho Trojan doom, 
Urged you with great Dei p hob us to come. 

(Pope.) 

In the Aulularia of Plautus, Lyconides pleads 
the same influence in excuse for having se- 
duced the daughter of Euclio, 

Dcus impulsor mihi fuit ; is me ad illam illexit. 

(Line 691.) 

The doctrine is also taught in the Scriptures : 
evil spirits were sent among the Egyptians. 
“ He cast upon them the fierceness of his an- 
ger, wrath, &c., by sending evil angels among 
them.” (Ps. lxxviii. 49.) See also the 
Book of Wisdom, xvii. 3,4. 

The Siamese impute many of their diseases 
to the influence of evil spirits. (Picart’s Relig. 
Ceremon.) So the sick father in tho Odys- 
sey, 

k«7t*i xpS'Ttp* dtxytrt 

Jrpct THxi/uttif, rrvytpoc M oi Jt’pm v. 

(Lib. v. 395.) 

Which is very similar to the passage in St. 
Luke's Gospel, of the sick woman “ WAom 
Satan hath bound , lo, these eighteen years.” 
(Luke xiii. 16.) 

It was no doubt through the agency of evil 
spirits that it was believed persons had the 
power to curse armies and individuals. When 
Aterus, the tribune, could not prevent Crassus 
from leaving Rome, being about to attack the 
Parthians, as a last resource he ran before 
the gate of the city, and placing a censer 
there with fire in it he sprinkled incense, and 
offered libations, and as Crassus approached 
uttered the most fearful imprecations. (Plu- 
tarch, Crass. 19.) Thus Balaam prepared 
sacrifices previous to his oursing the Israelites. 
(Numbers xxii.) 

In Lesinky’s Voyage round the World 
there is an account of a religious sect in the 
Sandwich Islands, who arrogate the power of 
praying people to death. The sufferer re- 
ceives notice when the litany of death is about 
to commence, and such is the power of imag- 
ination that it seldom fails, it is said, of pro- 
ducing the effect. 


Animals had the power of perceiving the 
presence of inhabitants of the other world. 
\Vhen Minerva assumed the form of a beauti- 
ful matron, the dogs of Euiumus forbore to 
bark, and retreated whining. (Od. xvi. 157.) 
Dogs are still believed to detect the presence 
of death before ho is manifest to others, a su- 
perstition which may have originated in the 
above. 

Sometimes the eyes of man were opened so 
that they could see spiritual agents. 

’ J' xu t oi Air* if9*Aur't ixor, »i irfir ivmt, 
"Off* tu ytubrxiic i/u'tt 6»c* rJt xai 

(II., y. 127.) 

Yet more, from mortal mists I purge thine eyes, 
And set to view the warring deities. (Pope.) 

So the eyes of the young man were opened by 
Elisha: “And Elisha prayed — and the 
Lord opened the eyes of the young man ; and 
he saw : and behold , the mountain was full of 
horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha .” 
(2 Kings vi. 17.) C. 


NICKNAMES. 

The Debats has had an agreeable article on 
the nicknames given by the Americans to their 
great men. Some of these names are even more 
graphic and descriptive in French than in Eng- 
lish. Dan-le-JYoir is a little softer than Black 
Don, which, I think, needed softening. Le 
Divin is hardly equal to the Godlike, and Le 
Grand Explicateur is certainly inferior to the 
Great Expounder — just as explaining is subor- 
dinate to expounding. Le Garconde Charrette 
is a fair rendering of the Wagon Boy, and Mr. 
Corwin may be as proud of one as the other. 
Old Rough and Ready is translated by Vitux 
Rude et Pret-a-tout. Thi9 is energetic and sug- 
gestive, but has the misfortune to resemble the 
slang sobriquets of the Paris desperadoes and of 
the more flashy swell-mob. Van Buren is to 
be known in France a3 Le Petit Sorcier 9 which 
is as good as the original. Benton is Frenchified 
into Vieux Lingot. I frankly confess I cannot 
put this back again into any English which 
strikes me as the true original. I never heard 
Benton called Old Ingot in my life. That is 
what you get by staying away from home. You 
do not recognize your countrymen when you hear 
them called by name. Old Ingot, Old Junk of 
Gold, Old Bullion ; none of these affect me like 
old acquaintances. Scott’9 immortal hasty plate of 
soup is so disfigured that it means quite another 
thing. It is rendered by Vite, une assiettc-dc- 
soup : Quick ! a plate of 9oup here — os if the gen- 
eral was calling to the sutler for his dinner on a 
drum-head, in the midst of a raking fire. The 
Debats states, indeed, that this is the meaning 
“ descriptive of a battle, interrupted by an im- 
provised repast.” The French are not particu- 
larly good at nicknames. The Little Corporal is 
perhaps their triumph in this line of invention. 
— Correspondence of the JV. Y. Times. 
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From Chamber* 5 Journal. 

Lamartine’s historical work. 

Tire History of the Restoration of Monarchy 
in France , just completed, may be called 
Lamartine's greatest work;* we should be 
glad to learn, that it has also, been the most 
successful. As an account of the transactions 
which closed the Bonapartean wars, and 
placed the Bourbons on the throne of France, 
it has to drag its way through numberless 
party intrigues and squabbles, and to discuss 
various measures pf state policy ; yet, like its 
lively and fuscinating writer, it is never dull, 
and may, for the most part, be read as 
pleasantly as a romance. Tne work, however, 
has other merits. While undoubtedly rhetor- 
ical, Lamartine is candid and impartial. 
Sometimes he falls into error ; but it is chiefly 
in details. As a Frenchman, his observations 
on England and Englishmen are surprisingly 
correct. His own countrymen have the most 
reason to blush under his strictures. 

Originally a legitimist, and now a repub- 
lican, Lamartine is prepared to be strictly im- 
partial towards Bonaparte. Rising above the 
illusions which obscure the understanding of 
so many, he speaks of the great Napoleon 
exactly as he deserves — an ambitious and 
selfish man, who caused the death of millions 
of human beings to promote what he called 
the glory of France, but which was, in reality, 
the glory only of the army, with himself at 
its head. Beyond this barren bequest, Napo- 
leon left little but his name ; yet, as he at least 
did not retrograde into antiquated imbecilities, 
or conduct his administration through palace 
intrigues, he has in late times been identified 
with liberalism and progress. A perusal of 
M. Lamartine's amusing work will, we think, 
satisfy the most sceptical, that the permanent 
reign of the Bourbons was an impossibility. 
The fault was less in the family itself than 
in its immediate followers. From the day 
that Louis XVIII. arrived at the Tuileries, all 
the affairs of the government were managed 
or deranged by courtiers, as the case might 
he. The best intentions of the king were con- 
tinually upset by coteries of meddlesome old 
ladies and gentlemen, secretly working for 
some rival interest. One can see that, with 
the form of a constitution under the charter, 
no party knew what a constitution was. In 
Oreat Britain ministers hold their place in 
virtue of possessing parliamentary majorities ; 
and the consequence is, that court intrigue, 
to install this or that officer of the crown, is 
totally unknown. In France, under the 
Bourbons, this great and safe principle was 
reversed. All was mode to depend on court 
manoeuvre. Lamartine gives an account of 
the strange and underhand means adopted to 

* London. 4 vols. Vixctelly. 1853. 
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remove M. Decazes from the confidence of 
Louis XVIII. This most able minister, 
sagacious, moderate, and practical, had the 
misfortune not to be of noole birth, and the 
whole influence of the old royalists was 
accordingly employed to ruin him. Princes 
and priests, decayed noblemen and titled 
ladies, conspired to destroy his fame by the 
most unscrupulous calumnies. Every plan 
failing in its aim, a plot was at length devised 
to sap the king's confidence in the favorite. 
It consisted in employing a lady of beauty and 
accomplishments to ingratiate herself with the 
king ; and having done so, she was gradually 
to whisper malignant untruths into the royal 
ear. This base scheme was partially success- 
ful in its operation ; but what really ruined 
Decazes, was the industriously-circulated and 
greedily-believed falsehood, that he was con- 
cerned in the assassination of the unfortunate 
Duke de Berry. The account of this sad 
tragedy may be taken os a specimen of the 
work before us. 

For a number of years, a fanatic named 
Louvel, by trade a working-saddler, had med- 
itated the murder of the Bourbons, by killing 
them off one by one, as circumstances favored 
the enterprise. With this terrible crime 
constantly before him, he purchased two dag- 
gers, and frequently left his employment to 
wait for his victims. At balls, operas, hunt- 
ing-parties, did this man, for years, lurk 
about in the expectation of getting near a 
Bourbon — the king, Count d 'Artois, Duke 
d’Angouleme, Duke de Berry — it was all 
the same which. No one knew his intentions. 

“ In the mean time, the Duke and Duchess 
de Berry, solely occupied with their happiness, 
and strangers to all political factions" gave 
themselves up, with all the eagerness of their 
youth and natural dispositions, to the pleasures 
and fetes which the Carnival multiplied, dur- 
ing the last days of the theatrical season at 
Paris. Beloved and popular amidst that 
world of art, of music ana the dance, which 
prolongs the opera-nights till day, they de- 
lighted in the enjoyments of this popularity. 
On the 13th February (1820), they purposed 
going to the Royal Theatre, where they had 
not been for some days before. . Being both 
eager and curious in pursuit of amusements, 
it might be supposed that they would not allow 
this festive season to pass without making 
their appearance there. While they were 
enjoying the prospect of the evening’s pleas- 
ure, "and were occupied with their toilet and 
with the costumes for the night, the assassin, 
who watched their door, and almost read their 
very thoughts, conjectured on his part that the 
attraction of pleasure was about to deliver 
his prey into his hands.” 

Ho had already, for two evenings before, 
been watching the doors of the opera-house, 
and now he attended to execute his purpose. 


Digitized by <^.ooQle 



LAMARTINE S HISTORICAL WORK. 


674 

In patience he waited the hour when the com- 
pany should depart. 

“ Meanwhile the prince and princess, only 
separated by a wall from the man who was 
numbering tho minutes of their existence, 
were enjoying in their box, without any pre- 
sentiment of evil, the pleasures of the perform- 
ance, and of conversation between the acts. 
The Duke and Duchess of Orleans were pres- 
ent that evening in a neighboring box, with 
their children. The two families, who were 
very intimate, owing to the relationship of 
the two duchesses, saluted each other with 
smiles of recognition. During an interval be- 
tween the performances, the Duke and Duchess 
de Berry paid their cousins a visit in their 
box. The duke embraced the children, and 
played with the little Duke de ChartreB, who 
was also doomed to a tragical death in the 
flower of his age. On passing through the 
lobby to return to their box, the duchess was 
struck in the breast by a box-door, which was 
violently thrown open at the moment she was 
passing. She was then enceinte a few weeks ; 
and fearful that the blow, the fright, and 
fatigue might be injurious, she expressed a 
wish to retiro before the end of the opera, 
and the bal masqut which was to follow it. 
The duke rose to conduct her himself to the 
oarriage, intending to return to his box to en- 
joy the remaining pleasures of the night. 

“ On the summons of the prince’s attend- 
ants, the royal carriage drove up to the door. 
The young duchess, supported on one side by 
her husband's hand, and on the other by that 
of her equerry, Count de Mesnard, entered 
the carnage; the Countess de B^thisy, her 
lady-in- waiting, following her. ‘Adieu!’ 
said her husband smiling to her, ‘ we shall 
meet again.* The footmen folded up the 
steps of the carriage, and the prince turned 
round to enter the vestibule from the street. 
At this moment, Louvel, who had approached 
like an inoffensive spectator, or a servant 
who was waiting for his master, sprang, with 
all the vigor of his resolution, between the 
sentinel who was presenting arms, and the 
footman who was closing tne carriage-door, 
and, seizing the left shoulder of the Duke de 
Berry with Jiis left hand, as if to seeure his 
victim under the knife, he struck him with 
the poniard in the right side, and left the 
weapon in the wound. The rapidity of the 
act, the confusion of the bystanders, the un- 
certain light afforded by the torches, and the 
staggering of the prince under the blow, pre- 
vented the Count de Choiaeul and the Count 
de Mesnard at the moment from discerning 
the murderous act and gesture of the unknown. 
He fled unpursued towards the Rue de Riche- 
lieu ; and, having turned the comer of the 
street, walked with a careless pace towards 
the Boulevard. 

“ The Duke de Berry, struck by an invisi- 


ble band, and thrown by the force of the 
blow against the Count de Mesnard, had 
only, as it always happens, felt the shock and 
not the wound. On recovering himself, he 
put his hand on the place where he had been 
struck, and it there fell upon the hilt of a 
dagger. A horrible light broke in upon him. 
‘ 1 am assassinated ! I am a dead man !’ he 
cried. ‘I feel the dagger: that man has 
killed me ! ’ At this exclamation, the Duchess 
de Berry, whose carriage had not yet departed, 
uttered a piercing scream. * Open the door ! 
open the aoor !* she cried to the footman, who 
still had his hand upon it : without waiting 
for the step to be lowered, she sprang out, and 
threw her arms round her husband, who had 
I just extracted the poniard, which covered her 
| dress with his blood. They seated the faint- 
ing prince upon a bench in the outer hall, 
where the servants wait for their masters. 
They tore open his dross, and the blood flow- 
ing from the wound, indicated the spot where 
the blow had been struck, upon the right 
breast. * I am killed,’ he repeated on recov- 
ering his senses ; * send for a priest : come 
hero, my dear wife, that I may die in your 
arms!* 

“ During this momentary pause in tho 
vestibule, the sentinel, the footmen, and three 
gendarmes, horror-struck at the deed, ran in 
pursuit of the assassin. He had already 
passed the facade of the opera-house, in the 
Rue de Richelieu, and had concealed himself 
in the shadow of an arcade, which runs from 
this street under the broAd arches of the Bib- 
liotheque. A waiter of a cafe, named Paul- 
nier, there seized him round the body, strug- 
gled with him, and, assisted by the sentinel 
and the gendarmes, brought him back to the 
place where he had committed the murder. 
He had nearly fallen a victim to the fury of 
the spectators, who collared and dragged him 
towards the vestibule ; but the officers of the 
prince, trembling lest they should destroy 
with the criminal the secret of the plot of the 
crime, saved him, and had him conducted to 
the opera guard-house. M. de Clennont- 
Loddve followed him there to witness his 
first examination. They found upon him tho 
second dagger, and the sheath of the one 
which he had left in the bosom of the prince. 
M. de Clermont returned with this weapon, 
and these evidences of the crime, to the vesti- 
bule. 

“ The Duke de Berry was no longer there. 
He had recovered his senses, and nad been 
removed in the arms of his servants to a small 
saloon behind his box, whore he was sur- 
rounded by medical men, who were probing 
his wound. ‘ Alas !’ said he, on learning the 
apprehension and name of the criminal, 
‘ what a cruel fate, that I should die by the 
band of a Frenchman !’ A. ray of hope for a 
moment inspired the princess and the medi- 
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cal men : he did not, however, partake of it, 
nor wished he to flatter his wife with an illu- 
sion which must only redouble her affliction. 
4 No,’ said he, with a cool, firm, and incredu- 
lous tone ; 4 I will not delude myself ; the 
poniard entered up to the very hilt, I can 
assure you.’ His sight was now becoming 
dim from failing strength, occasioned by loss 
of blood, and he felt about for his wife, 
stretching his anus in all directions. < Are 
you there, Caroline?’ he demanded. 4 Yes,’ 
the princess tenderly replied ; 4 1 am here, 
and 1 shall never quit you !’ The surgeon of 
his household, the companion of his exile, 
shocked at the rumor of the crime, had hast- 
ened to the side of the dying prince ; and the 
blood having ceased to flow, he sucked the 
wound. 4 What are you doing, Bougon?’ 
eagerly demanded the dying prince ; 4 perhaps 
the poniard was poisoned ! ? 

44 His first word had been to ask not for a 
doctor but a priest. Struck in the very 
noontide of youth and of pleasure, there had 
been in his mind no transition between the 
thoughts of time and the thoughts of eternity, 
lie had passed in one second from the specta- 
cle of a fete to the contemplation of his end, 
like those men who, by a sudden immersion in 
cold water, are snatched from the burning de- 
lirium of intoxication. * The priest came at 
length ; and members of the royal family 
hurried to the place on learning the dreadful 
intelligence. Surgeons, the most celebrated 
in Pans, a]^o attended ; but the case was be- 
yond their aid. Life was fast ebbing. His 
wife did not quit him for a moment. He 
put his fingers on her head, as if to exhibit 
one last act of tenderness by caressing her 
beautiful hair. 4 Caroline,’ he said to her, 
4 take care of yourself, for the sake of the 
child you bear.’ This was the first revela- 
tion of the birth of a son who escaped the 
crime, but not the evil fortune of his race. 
He recommended his servants with tears to 
his father ; and expressed a wish to see his 
assassin, to demand of him the cause of his 
hatred, to reproach him for his injustice, and 
pardon him for his death. 4 Who is this 
man V he murmured ; 4 what have I done to 
him ? It is perhaps some person that I have 
unknowingly offended.* The Count d ’Artois 
assured him that the assassin had no personal 
animosity against him. 4 It must do some 
maniac, then,’ said the duke. 4 Ah ! that I 
would live until the king arrives, that he may 
grant me the pardon of this man ! Promise me, 
lather — promise me, brother — promise me 
all of you, to ask the king to spare this man’s 
life !’ 

44 They all promised him this, to calm the 
ardor of generosity and pardon which preyed 
upon his mind. His natural goodness dis- 
played itself at the price of his own blood.” 

The king apprized of the disaster, arrived 


at day-break. 44 The clattering of the horses 
of the escort on tho pavement of the street 
made the dying prince start with joy. 4 Un- 
cle !’ he exchumed, as soon as ho saw the 
king, 4 give me your hand that I may kiss it 
for the lust time !’ Louis XVIII. held out his 
hand, and grasped that of his nephew. 
4 Uncle,’ resumed the prince anxiously, 4 1 beg 
of you, as my dying prayer, to spare tho life 
of my assassin !’ 4 Aly dear nephew,’ replied 
the king, 4 you are not in such danger as you 
imagine — we will speak of it another time.’ 
4 Ah ! you do not consent,* replied the duke, 
with an accent of doubt and sorrow. 4 Oh ! 
say ves, say yes, that I may die in peace. 
Pardon, pardon for the man !’ As the king, 
however, was silent, or endeavored to divert 
his nephew’s thoughts to other subjects ; 4 Ah ! 
the pardon of this man,’ murmured the duke, 
with an expression of bitterness upon his lips, 
4 would at least have consoled me in my last 
moments ! If,’ he persisted, 4 1 could only 
have the gratification of knowing that this 
man’s blood would not be shed for me after 
my death !’ 

44 A few moments aftei^ he expired, still 
articulating iu his delirium the ungratified 
wish of his heart. Ho died in the act of par- 
doning ; a great soul, obscured in life, shining 
forth in death ; a hero of clemency, having 
nt the first effort accomplished the most diffi- 
cult and most meritorious act of humanity — 
that of dying well. 

44 The deep sobs, which had hitherto been 
repressed, gushed forth at his last sigh. His 
w'lfe, in a state of delirium, cut off her hair, 
os a last token of affection, and laid it upon 
his body ; then wildly cursing the country in 
which her husband had been murdered, she 
demanded of the king, in angry accents, per- 
mission to retire forever to Sicily. The king 
knelt down beside the bed, and closed with 
his own hand the lips and eyelids of the last 
living hope of his race.” 

While the Parisians were horror-struck 
with this unforeseen crime, and lamented it as 
an irreparable disaster, the ultra-royalists of 
the palace hailed it as an opportunity of ruin- 
ing Decazes, by accusing him of being an ac- 
complice of Louvol. W ith the view of aiding 
the surgeons in their consultations, Decazes 
had thought of ascertaining whether the dag- 
ger was poisoned, and he accordingly, in an 
under- tone of voice, asked the question of 
Louvel. This whisper, reported to the cour- 
tiers, was held up as a proof of complicity; 
and before any inquiry was made, the minis- 
ter was denounced in the Chamber of Deputies 
as being an accomplice in the assassination. 
On the trial, and at the execution of Louvel, 
the wretched murderer declared that no one 
had conspired with him, and that the deed 
was entirely his own. The world at large ac- 
knowledged the truth of the declaration ; bat 
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not so the court, and, greatly against thewill 
of Louis XVIII., he was under the necessity 
of dismissing by far the beet minister of the 
Restoration. The whole transaction's faith- 
fully and graphically detailed by Lamartine 
— the honest indignation of Decazes, the dis- 
tress of the king, and the meanness of the 
Count d’ Artois, tne Duke and Dochess of An- 
goule.me, and the Duchess of Berry, in pledg- 
ing themselves to a falsehood — forms one of 
the most instructive facts in modern history. 


From the Spectator. 

VON ROCHAU’S WANDERINGS THROUGH 
THE CITIES OF ITALY.* 

Liveliness and plenty, with independent 
common sense, are the characteristics of this 
tour in Italy. Von Rochan is -more French 
or English than German. He has the vivacity 
and felicitous expression of the Gaul, without 
his flippancy or exaggeration ; nature or cos- 
mopolitan training nos banished the pedantry 
ana phlegm of the Germans. These charac- 
teristics, coupled with a large experience and 
thenresent state of Italy, have given to his 
“ Wanderings” a freshness and interest hardly 
to be expected from so thoroughly beaten a 
field. 

The good qualities of the tourist are accom- 
panied, almost of necessity, by corresponding 
drawbacks : “ maxima pars vatum — decipi- 
mur specie recti.” The author’s vivacity 
sometimes leads him to aim at imparting at- 
traction to subjects of such trifling import 
as a criticism on a bad opera to which his ill 
fortune carried him. His independence of 
judgment and opposition to humbug occasion- 
ally lead him into artistic heresy. The Sistine 
Chapel finds no favor with him, and he boldly 
records the impressions produced ; in which 
numbers who take a slighter and more super- 
ficial view than he avowedly did would prob- 
ably agree with him if they told the truth ; 
for the art of seeing an old painting, especially 
when the colors have faded, is a faculty, as 
- Reynolds intimates, of difficult acouirement. 

* Raphael finds less favor in Von Rochau’s eyes 
than Michael Angelo (whose great genius and 
whose services to art are admitted) ; but the 
'Critic gives reasons for the faith that is in 
.him. 

“ How, in Heaven’s name, does it happen that 
^rour artists make so muoh of Raphael?” I 
asked, a short time ago, in a state of semi- 
despair, addressing an Italian painter. “ The 
reason is, that Raphael makes fewer mistakes 
than any one else,” was the answer I received. 

Wanderings through the Cities of Italy in 1850 
and 1851. By A. L. Von Roohau. Translated 
by Mrs. Percy Sinnett. In two volumes. Pub- 
lished by Bentley. 


At these words a sudden flush of light came 
across my view of the matter, and the longer I 
thought about it the clearer did it become. 
These few words contain the whole enigma 
Raphael makes no mistakes ; his drawing is 
true, his colors well chosen and well treated, 
neither out of keeping with each other nor with 
the subject ; his grouping is thoroughly con- 
sidered ; he observes the proportion and relation 
of every part ; in one word, he is a cornet 
paiuter. On this account he is admired by all 
those who are acquainted with the enormous 
difficulties of the technical part of painting ; and 
it is therefore that those who are anxious them- 
selves to overcome these difficulties study him 
with such persevering zeal. Raphael is a master 
of the handicraft of painting ; and he must 
himself understand this craft who would thor- 
oughly appreciate his perfection in this respect. 

This handicraft, however, is still only the 
body of art ; what of the soul thereof? is the 
question. To make no mistakes is but a negative 
merit ; and, however hard it may be to accom- 
lish, can no more constitute an artist than to 
ave no vioes will make a man virtuous. 

The poetic fire roust gleam through these 
colors and these lines, if they are to beootne 
living art Does Raphael possess this creative 
power ? Is there in him that inspiration, that 
soaring fancy, that bears us unconsciously 
heavenward on the mighty wings of genius ? Ito 
we read in his pictures the eloquence of an 
ardent soul ; any passionate love, any fervent 
piety ; deep, powerful feeling of any kind what- 
ever? — No, and forever no! The composition 
of Raphael is throughout cold, feeble, conven- 
tional, inexpressive ; the composition, however, is 
that which constitutes the work of art 

The law is truly laid down, but is it truly 
applied! Is there no composition, no dra- 
matic expression, in Elkinas struck with 
blindness! or the Preaching at Athens! or 
the Beautiful Gate ! or Paul and Barnabas at 
Lystra! 

Art may not have been Von Rochau's object 
in visiting Italy ; but art ancient or modern 
— painting, sculpture, architecture, or re- 
mains, occupies a considerable share of his 
attention. Sometimes bis opinions may bo 
extreme or questionable, but there is always 
a reason given ; the judgment is always 
clever, if not always sound ; the criticism is 
lively and descriptive in a high degree, though, 
like most descriptive criticism, conveying the 
opinion which tne piece suggests to the indi- 
vidual, rather than what it will universally 
convey. Here is an example, distinct, strik- 
ing, in harmony with history ; but .who can 
say, reader, whether you or anybody else 
would see all this if it were not pointed out! 
There may be more of the tangible in Nero. 

In the face of Tiberius, on the other hand, 
every feature is eloquent. An uncommon 
amount of understanding and strength of will 
may be read in the broad forehead and firmly 
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closing month ; the whole form of the head 
speaks of intellectual capacity, and the faoe is 
the mirror of a rich and cultivated mind ; but 
the eye is that of a crouching tiger. Nero looks 
like a talented gentleman, whose vices have not 
yet reacted on his originally pleasing counte- 
nance ; there is a something of primness in it, 
perhaps the effect of the smooth chin and upper 
lip and the formal whiskers, which I have qot 
noticed in any other antique head. 

- Entertaining and often solid as are the criti- 
cisms on art, and lively as are the descriptions 
of Italian nature and manners, the great 
interest of this book lies in its view of the 
condition of the people and the present state 
of opinion. Extensive travel and varied ob- 
servation have shaken Von Rochau’s patriotic 
estimation ofVaterland, but have confirmed 
his liberal opinions and love of progress. 
Such indications as are visible to a passing 
traveller of the tyranny under which Italy is 
groaning, or the feelings of the people towards 
their tyrants, did not escape him. And his 
opinion coincides with that of the latest 
travellers, that nearly the whole of Italy is 
a smouldering fire, ready to burst forth on the 
first opportunity. Venice seems to be the 
principal exception ; where the easy good- 
nature of the people, and the extraordinary 
clemency of the governor (for though the 
terms of capitulation were favorable, their 
spirit might easily have been violated^, have 
induced content. We all knew the intense 
hatred of thoMilanese towards the Austrians, 
even before the late outbreak and its accom- 
panying confiscations. The. hatred of the 
Romans to the priests and the French seems 
fiercer than that of the Milanese to the 
Austrians. Even in Florence there is a feeling 
against the latter power, whatever there may 
be of loyalty to the duke. 

The influence of English and French manners 
and customs, of which there are no traoes beyond 
the Apennines, is perceptible enough in Florence. 
Without noticing such things as may be meant 
for the use of travellers — of hotels, English 
doctors, French cooks, &c., or of the abundance 
of foreign faces and foreign tongues in the streets 

— it may be boldly asserted that foreign habits 
and fashions reign in the Florentine homes. 

The many similarities with German customs, 
however, which you meet with in the North of 
Italy, disappear almost entirely in Florence ; and 
but for the Austrian possession one would only 
be reminded of Germany by the “ Allgemeine 
Zeitung.” 

That the Austrian troops are here in a perfectly 
strange country and stand completely isolated, 
may be seen in a multitude of slight circum- 
stances. They have no connection with the 
Florentine troops, not even that footing of mili- 
tary courtesy on which the officers of hostile 
armies often meet. 

These are examples of the spirit at Rome. 


The intercourse between the Romans and the 
French, however, is not always carried on in 
this harmless manner ; and even during this 
carnival very violent scenes took place. That 
the French soldiers should make their appearance 
in crowds on the Corso was already an occasion 
of bitter annoyance to the people, and the 
occasional military rudeness of their unwelcome 
guests in handling the Shrove-Tuesday weapons 
was a ground of just complaint. On the other 
hand, the soldiers were exposed to # many attacks, 
in which, sportive as they were supposed to be, 
a bitter hostile feeling was sufficiently obvious. 
The French officers came only in plain clothes, 
and, in general, the moment they are off duty 
they hasten to get rid of their uniform ; an 
infallible sign of their unfavorable position. 

The relations between the foreign garrison and 
the inhabitants of Rome have in part by no 
means improved by the lapse of time. There is, 
indeed, less of actual bloody strife, but these 
things do happen from time to time, and the 
murder of single Frenchmen is an incident 
continually recurring. 

The bitter feeling against them is universal ; 
all the sins of the Papal government are laid on 
their shoulders ; and in all things, great and 
small, the common sentiment is manifested. 

When on Sundays there is a grand parade held 
on the Spanish Piazza, there cannot, out of the 
curious and spectacle-loving populace of Rome, 
be a hundred people got together to listen to the 
excellent military music, nor contemplate the 
fine military spectacle, such as assuredly neither 
the Pope’s soldiers nor those of the Civic Republic 
could have offered anything to approach. 

In the first days of my arrival, when I was 
looking about for a private lodging, I went into 
a house which had a great number of rooms 
empty. But when I had explained my wishes 
to the housewife, she turned suddenly to her 
daughter, with the question, put in an anxious 
tone, “ But the gentleman is perhaps & French- 
man ?” 

The daughter, who, I suppose understood 
national physiognomy and accent too well to 
mistake me for a Frenchman, laughed, and gave 
the required assurance to the contrary ; which 
had an immediately tranquillizing effect on the 
elder. 

“And if I had been a Frenchman?” I in- 
quired. 

“ Then I would not have let my rooms to you, 
sir,*’ she replied : “ I have had enough of the 
French.” 

One may hear every day the wish uttered, 
“Would that the Germans were here instead 
of the French !” But it would be a great 
weakness to place any relianoe on such expres- 
sions, however sincerely they may be meant at 
the time. Were the Germans really here, they 
would be no greater favorites probably than the 
present occupants ; and in Bologna the people 
say, “ Would that we had the French instead of 
the Germans !” — the Austrians, videlicet. The 
rest of Germany may thank Heaven that no such 
task has been laid upon her ; a task in which 
there is absolutely nothing to win — nothing in 
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the world — no credit, no gratitude, and least of 
all any agreeable self-approvaL 

As for the French troops, they are iar from 
being proud of the part they are playing here ; 
nor is France precisely, as we all know. But I 
am nevertheless convinced that the French will 
never leave Borne of their own accord. The 
Ecclesiastical State will never more stand on its 
own legs. 

In Naples, the external signs of feeling are 
not so oDvioils, and the support of the for- 
eigner is not so visible, though just as real. 
But for the Swiss troops the Bourbon would 
not long occupy his throne. So much is this 
the case, that the grave military offence of 
open drunkenness is passed over as a matter 
or course. 

In Piedmont, Von Rochau found opinion 
very different, as well as such parts of govern- 
ment as the traveller comes in contact with 
— the police and the custom-house officials. 
Even the Roman Catholic religion seems to 
flourish under freedom of opinion, although 
the attacks of the press upon the Papacy are 
numerous. 

What struck me, however, as more remarkable 
than anything in the architecture, was the great 
number of young men, whom, contrary to the 
usual custom of Italian and non-Italian towns, I 
found in the churches of Genoa. 

Can it be, that, in spite of this wicked consti- 
tution that it possesses, Genoa is rather a re- 
ligiously-disposed town ; whilst in Rome, under 
the happy rule of the successors of St Peter, the 
employment of all the spiritual and temporal 
means at its command has not enabled the Pope’s 
government to check the tendency to infidelity, 
or what is, of course, worse, to Protestantism l 

Rome is swarming with cowls and frocks and 
shaven crowns. In Genoa, on the contrary, 
you see few priests, still fewer monks ; and of 
the Jesuits’ scholars, with their clerical-looking 
vestments, none at all. Yet the Genoese are, to 
all appearance, good Catholics ; whilst the 
Romans scarcely have any other religion than 
that of hatred and revenge ; of which religion of 
theirs there will, probably, some day be a notable 
revelation. 

From the Dublin University Magazine. 

TUB PINE-APPLE. 

The stately Pine-Apple, fair as it is, with 
its regular diamond-cut surface and elevated 

f reen crown, is very barren of reminiscences. 

he Archigallus, or chief priest of Cybele, 
was represented bearing in one hand a pine- 
apple in a cup. At Kensington is a picture 
of Charles II. receiving a pine-apple from his 
gardener, Rose, on bis Knees. This fruit, 
on account of its large and handsome crown 
of leaves, has been considered tho emblem of 
royalty. Wherefore its companion shall be a 
royal poem, the composition of the eccentric 
•daughter and successor of the brave Gustavus 
Adolphus of Sweden, and written at Rome 


after she had abdicated her crown and re- 
nounced her religion — the faith for which 
her fUther died in battle : — 

TIME. 

PROM THB ITALIAN OP CHRISTINA OP SWEDEN.* 

(Io sou il Tempo alato, fcc.) 

“ I am Time, winged Time, 

Fate’s minister sublime : 

The universe shall feel my power. 

And in an awful hour 

Shall sink into annihilation. 

I will spare naught in wide creation, . 

Save the abyss — the abyss profound ; 

And darkness thick to reign around.” 

“ Ha, Time ! hear thou thy fate : 

Thou threat’nest to annihilate ; 

But thou shalt lose thy sway. 

. Soon as this world has passed away, 

Thy rule, 0 Time ! is o’er, 

And thou thyself shalt be uoinore.” 

Lite without an Aim. — We would now speak 
of the aimless existence — that strange anomaly 
in creation, a human being with nothing to do. 
Most miserable, worthy of most profound pity, is 
such a being. The most insiguificant object in 
nature becomes a source of envy ; the birds war- 
ble on every spray, in ecstasy of joy ; the tiny 
flower, hidden from all eyes, sends forth its fra- 
grance of full happiness ; the mountain stream 
dashes along with a sparkle and murmur of pure 
delight The object of their creation is accom- 
plished, and their life gushes forth in harmonic 
work. 0, plant ! O, stream ! — worthy of 
admiration, of worship, to the wretched idler ! 
Here are powers ye never dreamed of — faculties 
divine, eternal ; a head to think, but nothing to 
concentrate the thoughts ; a heart to love, but 
no object to bathe with the living tide of affec- 
tion ; a hand to do, but no work to be done ; 
talents uncxercised, capacities undeveloped ; a 
human life thrown away — wasted as water 
poured forth in the desert. 0, birds and flow- 
ers, ye are gods to such a mockery of life ! Who 
can describe the fearful void of such an existence, 
the yearning for an object, the self-reproach for 
wasted powers, the weariness of daily life, the 
loathing of pleasure, of frivolity, and the fearftil 
consciousness of deadening life — of a spiritual 
paralysis, which hinders all response to human 
interests — wheu enthusiasm ceases to arouse, 
and noble deeds no longer call forth the tear of 
joy ; when the world becomes a blank, humanity 
a far-off sound, and no life is left but the heavy, 
benumbing weight of personal helplessness and 
desolation ? 0 ! happier far is the toiling drudge 
who coins body and soul into the few poor shil- 
lings that can only keep his family in a long 
starvation ; he lias a hope unceasingly to light 
him, a duty to perform, a spark of love within 
that cannot die ; and wretched, weary, un- 
human, as his life may be, it is of royal worth— 
it is separated by the immeasurable distance of 
life and death from the poor, perhaps pampered 
wretch, who is cursed for having no work to do. 
— Elisabeth Blackwell. 

• Sho died at Romo, 1619. 
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From Chambers 1 Journal. 

POETRY OF WALTER SAVAGE LANDOR. 

We suspect that the poetry of Mr. Landor 
is very little known to general readers ; and 
that, even among the studious and most cul> 
tivated classes of his countrymen, there are 
few who can be said to be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with it. We remember De Quincey 
skying, that for many years he believed he 
was the only man in England who had read 
Gebir; and thut, after some inquiry among 
his friends, he found Southey to be the only 
other person who had accomplished the same 
feat. To say the truth, it is not an easy 
matter to get through Gebir ; and perhaps it 
is still more difficult, even after a deliberate 
perusal, to give an intelligible account of its 
meaning and intention. A dim and misty 
fable, wherein the supernatural is incongru- 
ously mingled with the natural, and brief 
glimmerings of poetry alternate with heavy 
passages of vague description and turgidity 
— the work presents next to no attractions 
on the surface, and, with the most laborious 
efforts to understand it, yields at the utmost 
but inadequate results. We cannot recom- 
mend Gebir to anybody as a pleasant enter- 
tainment, but we are still prepared to say, 
that none but a man of genius could have 
written it. It has an undoubted originality, 
which, while it gives no attraction to the 
poem, proves the author to be at least a man 
of power. The great defect is a certain crude- 
ness of the judgment, implied in the selection 
of the subject-matter, and a futhcr want of 
skill and perspicuity in the treatment. Gebir 
possesses some interest os a poetical curiosity, 
but, except in a few passages, it has nono of 
those peculiar graces of style and sentiment 
which render the writings of our more promi- 
nenf modern authors so generally delightful. 
Such passages as we speak of can never con- 
vey any accurate notion of a poem, but, as il- 
lustrations of the poetic faculty of the writer, 
they may, in such a case as Mr. Landor’s, he 
easily detached and cited, without occasion- 
ing either misapprehension of his genius or 
injury to his reputation. One or two wo shall 
here accordingly present, by way of showing 
the kind of gems which, at wide intervals, 
are imbedded in the otherwise dark and dreary 
caves of Gebir. Let us begin with some lines 
containing an image which Wordsworth 
afterwards expanded, in a famous passage 
of the Excursion. A river-nymph is described 
as saying to a shepherd : 

I have sinuous shells of pearly hue 
Within, and they that lustre have imbibed 
In the sun’s palace-porch, where, when unyoked, 
His chariot wheel stands midway in the wave : 
Shake one and it awakens, then apply 
Its polished lips to your attentive ear, 


And it remembers Us august abodes , 

And murmurs as the ocean murmurs there . 

Readers of Wordsworth will remember the lines 
beginning, “ I have seen a curious child , ” 
Ac., and notice their resemblance to the 
above. Among other striking and extractable 
passages, the following has seemed to us 
deserving of quotation. It will be seen that 
it expresses a pagan sentiment on the holiness 
and efficacy or prayer : — 

For earth contains no nation where abounds 
The generous horse and not the warlike man. 
But neither soldier now nor steed avails, 

Nor steed nor soldier can oppose the gods. 

Nor is there aught above like Jove himself. 

Nor weighs against his purpose, when once fixed. 
Aught but, with supplicating knee, the prayers. 
Swifter than light are they, and every face. 
Though different, glows with beauty ; at the 
throne 

Of mercy, when clouds shut it from mankind. 
They fall bare-bosomed, and indignant Jove 
Drops at the soothing sweetness of their voice 
The thunder from his hand. 

Stray lines of pithy sense and wisdom are 
frequently occurring in the poem. Thus, of 
brave men it is said : — 

The brave, 

When they no longer doubt, no longer fear. 

Again, in regard to the lessons of experience, 
we have this — 

From our own wisdom less is to be reaped 
Than from the barest folly of our friend. 

In the way of description, in which Mr. 
Landor is sometimes, but not always happy, 
the following representation of an Eastern 
morning displays a rich and pleasing fancy : — 

Now to Aurora, borne by dappled steeds. 

The sacred gate of Orient pearl and gold, 
Smitten with Lucifer’s light silver wand, 
Expanded slow to strains of harmony ; 

The waves beneath, in purpling rows, like doves 
Glancing with wanton coyness tow’rd their queen. 
Heaved softly ; thus the damsel’s bosom heaves 
When from her sleepy lover’s downy cheek, 

To which so warily her own she brings 
Each moment nearer, she perceives the warmth 
Of coming kisses fanned by playful dreams. 
Ocean and earth and heaven was jubilee, 

For *t was the morning pointed out by Fate, 
When an immortal maid and mortal man 
Should share each other’s nature knit in bliss. 

Gebir is & sort of epic, in seven books, and 
is luckily the only long poem which Mr* 
Landor seems to have attempted. Without 
offence to him, or to anybody else, we think 
it may be said, that there is no-desoription of 
poetry for which his talent is so unsuited, 
in dramatic writing, he has succeeded better, 
though he has given us nothing that can be 
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{ jroperly styled a drama ; indeed, he calls 
iis pieces of this sort simply “ acts and 
scenes and informs us, that although in a 
dramatic form, they “ were never offered to 
the stage, being no better than Imaginary 
Conversations in metre.” As such they are 
not by any means uninteresting, though they 
mostly refer to scenes and circumstances so 
remote from the studies of the general reader as 
to offer few attractions to him ; and, except 
here and there in pointed thoughts and fine 
expressions, they manifest no extraordinary 
ability. It is chiefly in his collection of Mis- 
cellaneous Pieces — short occasional poems, 
written to express some flitting thought or 
pensive fancy — that Mr. Landor is likely to 
find any considerable body of readers. Many 
of these pieces are purely personal, but are 
not on that account deficient either in grace 
or sterling excellence. As it is the vocation 
of the poet to reflect the mental Btates of 
other men, and be the interpreter of their 
aspirations and emotions, whatsoever affects, 
interests, or perplexes him, will serve in the 
representation to excite the sympathies, and 
more perfectly express the sense of all who 
any way partake of kindred thoughts and feel- 
ings. So considered, these brief and unpre- 
tending poems of Mr. Landor seem to be cal- 
culated to impart a fine intellectual pleasure, 
and yield matter for meditation in moments 
when the heart is inclined to be still and 
commune with itself. The merit of this 
poetry lies mainly in its tone of calm reflect- 
iveness, in a certain suggestive power which 
sets the mind of the reader thinking, and en- 
gages him for the time in the serious con- 
templation of some striking and peculiar 
view of human life. Such pieces as we have 
selected for quotation may be not unsuitably 
introduced by the following linos on the out- 
looks of middle-age : — 

When we have panted past life’s middle space, 
And stand and breathe a moment from the race, 
These graver thoughts the heaving breast 
annoy : 

Of all our fields, how very few are green ! 

And ah ! what brakes, moors, quagmires, lie 
between 

Tired age and childhood ramping wild with joy. 

It will be seen that, in this little poem, there 
is nothing gorgeous or particularly felicitous 
in the lauguage — not a word of imagery or 
sentimental softness — yet the thought is 
eminently poetical, and, simply as it js set 
forth, suggests a great deal more than is ex- 
pressed — the whole throng of cares and pent- 
up sadness which the tried and weary soul 
conceals, even while they press on him as 
the inner burden of his life. Our next ex- 
tract is of a more imaginative aspect, and 
shows how admirable a jpicture the author 
can delineate in words. One seems to see the 


majestically-attired Evening moving slowly 
over the landscape, and covering all things 
as she advances with the folds of her misty 
drapery : — 

From yonder wood mark blue-eyed Eve pro- 
ceed : 

First through the deep and warm and secret 
glens, 

Through the pale-glimmering privet scented lane, 
And through those alders by the river-side : 

Now the soft dust impedes her, which the sheep 
Have hollowed out beneath their hawthorn shade. 
But, ah ! look yonder ! see a misty tide 
Rise up the hill, lay low the frowning grove, 
Enwrap the gay white mansion, sap its sides, 
Until they sing and melt away like chalk ; 

Now it comes down against our village-tower. 
Covers its base, floats o’er its arches, tears 
The clinging ivy from the battlements, 

Mingles in broad embrace the obdurate stone 
(All one vast ocean), and goes swelling on 
In slow and silent, dim and deepening waves. 

We quote next a somewhat longer poem, 
wherein the influences of wrath and gentleness 
ore very beautifully contrasted : — 

Look thou yonder, look and tremble, 

Thou whose passions swell bo high ; 

See those ruins that resemble 
Flocks of camels as they lie. 

*T was a fair but froward city. 

Bidding tribes and chiefe obey. 

Till he came who, deaf to pity. 

Tost the imploring arm away. 

Spoiled and prostrate, she lamented 
What her pride and folly wrought : 

But was ever Pride contented. 

Or would Folly e’er be taught ? 

Strong are cities ; Rage o’erthrows ’em ; 
Rage o’erswells the gallant ship,; 

Stains it not the cloud-white bosom. 

Flaws it not the ruby lip ? 

All that shields U9, all that charms us. 
Brow of ivory, tower of stone, • 

Yield to Wrath ; another’s harms us, 

But we perish by our own. 

Night may send to rave and ravage 
Panther and byasna fell ; 

But their manners, harsh and savage, 

Little suit the mild gazelle. 

When the waves of life surround thee, 
Quenching oft the light of love — 

When the clouds of doubt confound thee, 
Drive not from thy breast the dove. 

The following, as the reader will perceive, 
contains a consoling antf excellent suggestion 
in regard to the transitoriness of earthly 
sorrow 8 : — 

The wisest of us all, when woe 
Darkens our narrow path below. 

Are ohildish to the last degree, 

And think what is must always be. 

It rains, and there is gloom around, 
Slippery and sullen i9 the ground, 

And slow the step ; within our Bight 
Nothing is cheerful, nothing bright. 
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Meanwhile the sun on high, although 
We will not think it can be so, 

Is shining at this very hour 
In all his glory, all his power, 

And when the cloud is post, again 
Will dry up every drop of rain. 

From another point of view it is shown 
how the most brilliant spirits are the most 
susceptible of Buffering and depression : — 

The brightest mind, when sorrow sweeps across. 
Becomes the gloomiest ; so the stream, that ran 
Clear as the light of heaven ere autumn closed, 
When wintry storm and snow and sleet descend 
Is darker than the mountain or the moor. 

In the next quotation, the reader will get 
a glimpse of Mr. Landor’s views concerning 
the poetic art : — 

Pleasant it is to wink and sniff the fames 
The little dainty poet blows for us, 

Kneeling in his soft cushion at the hearth, 

And patted on the head by passing maids. 

Who would discourage him ? who bid him off, 
Invidious or morose? Enough, to say 
(Perhaps too much, unless *t is mildly said) 

That slender twigs send forth the fiercest flame, 
Not without noise, but ashes soon succeed ; 

While the broad chump leans back against the 
stones. 

Strong with internal fire, sedately breathed, 

And heats the chamber round from mom till 
night. 

Some further ideas on this subject are pre- 
sented to us in some lines addressed to 
Southey, between whom and Mr. Landor, 
notwithstanding the widest difference in their 
political and social views, there existed a close 
and uninterrupted friendship. A good deal 
of sound criticism is here condensed into a 
small compass. Pope’s celebrated Essay con- 
tains nothing of equal merit, either in point 
of judgment or in the graces of expression : — 

There are who teach us that the depths of thought 
Engulf the poet ; that irregular 
Is every greater one. Go, Southey, mount 
Up to these teachers ; ask, submissively. 

Who so proportioned as the lord of day ? 

Yet mortals 9 ee his steadfast, stately course, 

And lower their eyes before him. F00I9 gaze up 
Amazed at daring flights. Does Homer soar 
As hawks and kites and weaker swallows do ? 

He knows the swineheard ; he plants apple-trees 
Amid Alcinous’ cypresses ; 

He covers with his aged, black-veined hand, 

The plumy crest that frightened and made cling 
To its fond mother the ill-fated child ; 

He walks along Olympus with the gods, 
Complaoently and calmly, as along 
The sands where Simois glides into the sea. 

They who step high and swing their arms soon 
tire. 

The gloriout Theban then 1 

The sage from Thebes, 
Who sang his wisdom when the strife of cars 
And oombatants had paused, deserves more praise 


Than this untrue one, fitter for the weak. 

Who by the lightest breezes are borne up, 

And with the dust and straws are swept away ; 
Who fancy they are carried far aloft, 

When nothing quite distinctly they descry, 
Having lost all self-guidance. But strong men 
Are strongest with their feet upon the ground. 
Light bodied-Fancy — Fancy plover-winged, 
Draws some away from culture to dry downs, 
Where none but insects find their nutriment ; 
There let us leave them to their sleep and dreams. 

Great is that poet — great is he alone, 

Who rises o’er the creatures of the earth, 

Yet only where his eye may well discern 
The various movements of the human heart, 

And how each mortal differs from the rest. 
Although he struggled hard with poverty, 

He dares assert his just prerogative 
To stand above all perishable things, 

Proclaiming this shall live, and this shall die. 

From these extracts, the character of Mr. 
Landor’s minor poems will be partially per- 
ceived ; readers hitherto unacquainted with 
them must now consider for themselves, 
whether they possess attractions of a kind 
likely to be acceptable to their particular 
tastes and temperaments. It will be seen 
that the poetry is mostly of a contemplative 
cast ; not remarkably imaginative, nor im- 
bued to any great degree with the graces or 
charms of fancy ; nowise stately or magnifi- 
cent in diction, or particularly polished or 
exquisite in style ; but, in modest and simple 
guise, wisely thoughtful and reflective ; full 
of hints and intimations of a peculiar ex- 
perience, and rich in that quiet wisdom 
which a man of fine gifts and extensive 
knowledge has constantly in store, and the 
utterance of which is to him as natural and 
easy as is the delivery of commonplaces to 
ordinary persons. No one can read these 
poems without observing their unelaborate 
and simple structure. They have all the air 
of spontaneous effusions. They seem to be 
the little sparks of light which the revolving 
mind casts off in token of a latent heat which 
cannot be contained or all concentrated in 
that subtile and vast activity, whose product 
in other forms of literature has been so ad- 
mirable and magnificent. They have taken 
shape without premeditation, and without 
labor, and have tne appearance of being almost 
involuntary utterances. Indeed, they might 
have been in some instances improved by a 
little more care and manual painstaking in 
the versification ; but for this mechanical 
excellence Mr. Landor appears to have no 
regaref. He says once, in addressing Words- 
worth : 

That other men should work for me 

In the rich mines of Poesie, 

Pleases me better than the toil 

Of smoothing under hardened hand 

With attio emery and oil 
The shining point for wisdom’s wand. 
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Accordingly, whafc poetiy he is in the habit 
of writing, he throws off from him with an 
easy carelessness, satisfied if the words and 
images he uses be such as will just serve as a 
body to the thought which it is his purpose 
to express. It is always rather the suostance 
than the form which constitutes the merit of 
these productions ; and though they cannot 
be said to present any very lofty views of 
human life and destiny, any grand conceptions 
of man's relations and vocation in the 
universe, they yet contain many excellent and 
consolatory reflections, many just and pure 
sentiments, much of that solemn and pensive 
beauty which, like the rays of moonlight 
about ruins and lonely places, gives a charm 
and a quiet glory to the sooered sadness 
that haunts the chambers of a soul deeply 
learned in mauifold experiences. One sug- 
gestion may be given as to what seems the 
proper way of reading them ; they yield most 
pleasure when perused deliberately, one at a 
time, following out the thought with its 
various suggestiveness, until its full meaning 
is gathered up and taken in. They will, 
most of them, be found to have a wonderful 
completeness, and each of them a separate 
and definite signification. They are not 
endless repetitions of a few fixed ideas and 
feelings, but they express a multitude of 
intellectual and emotional conditions; they 
are records of all the moods and phases which 
the author's mind has undergone, in the 
course of a life now consideramy advanced, 
and bear witness to his large devotion to the 
interests of truth and beauty. For all men 
anyway like-minded, they cannot fail to 
prove pleasant and congenial reading ; and 
to such of these ns may not yet have been 
attracted to them, we here take the opportu- 
nity of recommending them. We hold them 
to be worthy of careful and deliberate study, 
and can testify that a prolonged acquaintance 
with them increases the gratification which 
they are calculated to afford. 


Too much Reading. — The following letter of 
the editor of the “ Tribune," in reply to a sub- 
scriber, who complains that he has “ too much 
reading" furnished to him in these double sheets, 
is too good to be overlooked ; the correspondent 
may be imaginary, but the hit is nevertheless a 
palpable one. John H. Smith is the gentleman 
who writes, and here is the answer : “ Dear 
John — Your cose is distressing, but it is by no 
means so peculiar as you seem to imagine. It is 
not in the ( Tribune* alone, nor even in leading 
generally, that people labor under a difficulty 
akin to yours. For instance, your brother Bax- 
ter Smith came down here from the country the 
other day, and stopped at the Astor House, but 
had to quit — the living was too muoh for him. 
The food was very good and abundant — in fact, 
toe much so — and that did him up. He did n’t 
eat more than half way down the bill of fhre, ] 


while he saw others on every side who had get 
very near the bottom of it, and were still work- 
ing away when he left the dinner-table, so full 
that he could hardly stand or walk. lie had a 
touch of the cholera the second day, and was 
threatened with apoplexy, so he had to quit the 
Astor abruptly, and to take boat'd at a chop- 
house, where he only ate what he called and paid 
for, plate by plate. Had he stayed, the ooffin- 
maker would have -taken his measure before this 
time. Then there was your cousin, John Z. 
Smith, who came down and bought a ticket to 
Barnum’s Museum, and found it a regular gouge. 
He thought he was going to see every curious ob- 
ject in the world, and perhaps he might have 
done so ; but, after looking his eyes almost out 
of his head for nine or ten hours, and giving him- 
self a torturing headache, he had to give up, 
leaving half the olyects unseen, because the at- 
tendants began to blow out the lights, and told 
him it was time to shut up and go home. And 
there your .nephew, John Wilkins Smith, who 
came down with a sloop-load of turnips, sold 
them satisfactorily, and thereupon resolved to 
treat himself to a salt-water bath, which he did ; 
but staying in two hours, in order to get the full 
worth of his money, he came out with an ague, 
and is now suffering severely from rheumatic 
debility. His cose is even harder than yours ; 
for you can stop the ‘ Tribune,* and he has been 
trying to stop the ague, and can't. There are 
more such cases, but let them pass. We will 
stop your paper very cheerfully, but we can’t 
stop putting in more than any one patron will 
be likely to peruse. In fact, we can’t give each 
reader what he wants of the news of the day, 
without giving his neighbor a great deal that be 
don't want. Nor can we give any one just what 
he needs to-day, without inserting mauy things 
that he probably would not want to-morrow. 
So we must try to present a bill of fare from 
which various appetites may be satisfied, though 
each may leave a good deal untouched." — Hogg's 
Instructor. 


Harmonic Rapping. — If spirits can rap upon 
a table, it stands to reason that they are also 
able to strike the keys of a piano. The rappists 
should therefore extend the range of their enter- 
tainments by adding a Broadwood to their ma- 
hogany, and by combining the harmonic meeting 
with the spiritual seance. Weber, who was such 
a capital hand at supernatural effects, and whose 
amiable character during life renders it probable 
that his disposition is accommodating after death, 
would doubtless willingly oblige the company 
with an air or two from Der Frnschvt : , or 
Oberon , or perform the overture to the Ruler 
of the Spirits. The ears of the visitors might 
also be gratified with a genuine 4 * Ghost Melody 
the effect whereof upon those organs would prob- 
ably be to add, in a preternatural degree, to 
their natural elongation. — Punch . 


The face of the corpse seems os if it suddenly 
knew everything, ana was profoundly at peace 
in oou sequence. 
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From Chamber*’ Journal. 

THE LOST MESSMATE. 

When we lived at Greenwich, long ago, 
the scene of my greatest earthly delight was 
the park, and my chosen society the superan- 
nuated seamen who strolled down there from 
Greenwich Hospital. Better company than 
some of them might have been found for a boy 
of thirteen, but in those days the sea filled my 
imagination. Readers, I am a respectable 
draper in the Blnckfriars’ Road, and the cross- 
ing of St George’s Channel, in which I was 
terribly sick, has been the utmost limit of 
my voyages ; but the interest now given to 
water-twist and fast-colors, then hung about 
double-reefed topsails, land on the lee-bow, 
and a strange craft bearing down . Great store 
was therefore set by the old mariners, who 
would talk and tel! stories. Queer tales some 
of them had to tell, and few were slovfr to com- 
municate ; but the most satisfactory acquaint- 
ance I found among them was Tom Patterson. 
Tom said he was the last man that ever lost 
an arm by Bonaparte. How he came to the 
exact knowledge of his own distinction in that 
respect, I never discovered, but his right arm 
had been carried off by a cannon-ball, in action 
with a French vessel, almost at the close of 
what it is to be hoped we shall long continue 
to call the 4 4 last war.” 

It is my belief that Tom had come from 
Scotland in his day. His education was cer- 
tainly better than that of foretop-men in gen- 
eral : he could read and write well ; there 
were even traces of the Latin grammar about 
him ; and at times Tom let out recollections 
of an otd manse, which stood somewhere on 
the Firth of Clyde, and a wild, graceless lad, 
who ran away to sea. That part of the past 
was reserved for his memory’s private domain. 
I cannot tell what ruins might be in it. Tom 
spoke little on the subject, and was never ex- 
plicit ; but if he had been the wild, graceless 
lad, there was a good work done by Time, the 
changer ; for when I knew him he was a grave, 
quiet man, religious withal, after a discreet, 
sober fashion, and more thoughtful and intel- 
ligent than the majority of Greenwhich pen- 
sioners. Whether Tom patronized me or I 
him, is still an open question. Half at 
least of my pbeket-money (and that fund was 
not large) went in good-will offerings of tobac- 
co and pipes for his behoof and benefit ; and he 
talked with me about ships and sea-adventures 
under the park’s old chestnut-trees on summer 
evenings. Noble trees are they, those said 
chestnuts, with the circular benches round 
their roots, on which so many have rested. 
There is one, in particular, saia to have been 
planted by Henry VII., soon after Bos worth 
Field hod made him King of England. I go 
to see it yet sometimes, though not now to 
see Tom Patterson. His cruise on this side 


the stars has been long finished ; but the 
bench below, overlooking the broad walk and 
the busy river, was the evening resort of my 
sailor-friend. On that seat, Tom appeared to 
me profoundly edifying, as he described the 
bombardment of Copenhagen, drew a parallel 
between Nelson and Collingwood (by the way, 
the latter was his crack-man), or explained 
how Acre was defended; but none of his 
historical essays ever made such an impres- 
sion on my mind as a story he told me once, 
while we sat together in an April sunset. It 
was the Easter holidays, and Easter had n't 
come early that year. The chestnut-trees 
were in full blossom, and the park in full 
green. Half London had come out, sis usual, 
to trample It down ; but the crowd was grow- 
ing thin for the sun was setting, and we sat 
on our accustomed seat, watching its diminu- 
tion, when the great attraction of the day 
passed by. This was a Chinese — whether 
real or fictitious I know not ; but he sold 
paper-lanterns, wore a loose ootton gown, a 
pair of flannel shoos, and an enormous pig-- 
. tail. I was admiring that weapon of his war- 
fare, and Tom, with the pipe between his 
teeth, watching him with a look of indefinite 
suspicion, till he was fairly out of sight, when 
the old man turned to me and said, in his 
own sedate fashion, 4 4 Master Harry, I don't 
like them there Chinamen?” 

44 Why, Tom ?” said I, having by this time 
picked up his prejudices. 44 Are they as bad 
as the French ?” 

44 They *re worse, Master Harry, by several 
chalks,” said Tom. 14 No Christian can ever 
be up to them. They ’re as deep as the South 
Sea, and I ’ll tell you what first made me 
think so. When I served on board the Rat- 
tlesnake , in 1809, our ship was ordered to the 
China Sea, where the pirates had grown brisk 
from the scarcity of cruisers. Our captain 
was a jewel for conduct and consideration, 
though maybe too young for such a command. 
Most of our officers hod seen service ; there 
wasn’t a lubber in the crew, nor a trouble- 
some soul on board but Dick Spanker. We 
gave him that surname unanimously — for 
Dick had none of his own that ever I knew — 
when he threw a somersault iu the rigging off 
Formosa. Where he was born appeared to 
be a puzzle to himself. Sometimes he said he 
was a Yorkshire , and sometimes a Cornish 
man ; but one thing was plain to everybody — 
Dick was no beauty. Low-set, strong, and 
square of build, he had a dark complexion, 
very red hair, and a nose broken out of all 
shape by some blow or accident ; but the most 
remarkable particular about him was an enor- 
mous right thumb. It was positively half the 
breadth of an ordinary band ; and just below 
the nail was a double x in deep blue. Dick 
said be put on that mark among the South- 
sea whalers, with whom such things are in 
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fashion. A wild life it must be among far I pany’s factory. The captain and most of our 


seas and savage isles ; but Dick had spent 
years in it y and quite became his schooling. 
He swore hard, and drank harder when he 
got it; would have ventured on anything, 
with either tongue or hands ; and was never 
known to keep out of a scrape or quarrel when 
he could get into one. 

“ I can’t say that any of us liked Dick, for 
he had a raw nature — maybe there was a 
crack somewhere in his brain ; but we would 
have missed him as the odd man of the ship. 
With some sorts of captains, Dick would have 
had hard times; os it was, his grog was stopped 
now and then ; but things went quietly on in 
our shipr The voyage out was prosperous. 
We never lost a man or saw an enemy. The 
Malays, too, had got wind of our coming, and 
kept well out of sight. Sail where we would, 
there was not a prow to be seen ; but after 
beating about Fukien and Formosa for nearly 
a month, the East India Company’s packet, 
Maharajah, from Canton to Madras, hailed us 
-one morning ; and her captain came on aboard 
with a long story of something that had hap- 
pened between the tea-merchants and the 
mandarins. It wasn’t much of a matter 
either. The Chinamen wanted more buck- 
sheesh than the merchants were willing to 
give ; but our captain thought the sight of an 
English schooner in the river might help to 
settle things ; so the helm was put about, and 
the Rattlesnake steered for Canton. After we 
dropped anchor in the river, the bucksheesh 
somehow became satisfactory. The tea-mer- 
chants and the mandarins grew good friends 
again ; and the Chinamen came by scores 
aoout us, offering to sell everything, and do 
any work at all. Master Harry, it would take 
me a fortnight to tell you what rogues they 
were — how they cheated us in silks and to- 
bacco, in pigs and in tea. The main-deck 
was never clear of a row while that trade 
lasted ; but nobody dealt or squabbled more 
with the Chinamen than Dick Spanker. 

“ Dick bought everything while he had a 
fraction — Nankeen pantaloons, crape cravats, 
tobacco-stoppers of sandal- wood, besides two 
fans, ascariet shawl, and a set of small china, 
for a sweetheart he said he had at Deptford ; 
of course, the Chinamen cheated him in every 
bargain, and the rows between them were 
terrible. Dick came across the discipline two 
or three times himself in consequence ; and 
officers and men were glad when his money 
was done. By and by, we all began to wonder 
what made our captain lie so long in the 
river. Some said, it was to jet a lot of un- 
common grand crapes for his lady — a fine 
woman I’m told she was, living at Wool- 
wich ; some, that he was only on the look-out 
for shawls and tea-pots ; and some, that the 
cards and dice were rather plenty at the Com- 


officers went there every day. Fine rooms they 
had, lined with china and looking-glasses, I 
can tell you. But we seamen were restricted to 
tho boat-town, having a general order not to 
go on shore, on account of the Chinese laws 


against foreigners. There were forty thousand 
junks anchored in the river, in long lines, with 
streets of water between, through which the 


ships of all nations came and went. In these 
boats, all manner of trade and shop-keeping 
was carried on, and people had lived and died 
for I know not how many generations. How- 
ever, there was nothing to oe seen but eternal 
flocks of ducks, with dirty men and boys among 
them. Just think, Master Harry, what a dull 
spot it must be where a woman’s face is never 
visible, though I ’m sure I heard some of them 
scolding inside ! That ’s done everywhere, yon 
see ; but it was our belief, that the boat-peo- 
ple were neither so smart at their work, nor 
so clever in cheating, as the men who came 
down from Canton. 

“ They told us such fine things about their* 
town, that we grew tired of the river, partic- 
ularly Dick, who latterly got in a manner 
wild for the shore, and used to grumble to 
hhnself by hours at the general order. Among 
the Canton-men there was one called Loo Chin, 
who dealt in all sorts of things, from pigs to 
porcelain ; doing a little private trade in ar- 
rack and opium also. Tnere was not a lan- 


ana opium als 
i heard at the 
not speak — 


ort of Canton Loo Chin 
nglish, French, Dutch, 


and Portuguese, besides the Malay and Tartar 
tongues. He boasted that his uncle was gate- 
keeper to the governor, and his brother the 
first player in the province ; but I don’t think 
a greater knave than himself came down the 
river. Loo Chin was small, squat, and 
dirty , he had a pair of narrow, slit-like eyes, 
whose very light was cunning ; a pigtail that 
nearly touchea the ground ; and tne blackest 
teeth I ever saw. That Chinamen had got 
Dick’s lost -cash ; but he did n’t know it ; and 
it was laughable to see him offering our mess- 
mate whatever nobody else would buy, at a 
price considerably raised for his special bene- 
fit. Many a furious squabble they had ; but 
Loo Chin always came off safe, for when false- 
hoods failed him, he fell to flattery ; and, rough 
as Dick was, that smoothed him down. He 
praised bis beauty and his manners, his riches 
and his generosity, always rising higher in 
the strain the more he intended to cheat, till 
Dick half-believed him, but nevertheless re- 
served for his own entertainment the fact that 
his money was done, and none of our crew 
would spoil sport by mentioning it to the China- 
man. Loo Chin was by far the grandest de- 
scriber of Canton and its wonders. He told 
us of a great fish-pond, with a tame dolphin 
in it ; of a temple to their god of the wind, 
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whore Tioly hogs, with golden collars round 
their necks, were kept ; and, above all, of his 
brother's playhouse. 

“ I had always remarked that Dick had a 
singular turn for play-going. There was n’t a 
single house of the kind in all England in 
whose galleries he had not been ; and the es- 
tablishment of Loo Chin’s brother appeared 
to take his mind’s-eye completely. 

44 ‘ Do you think one could get inside?* he 
inquired one day, when the Chinaman had been 
doing his best to sell him a yellow silk jacket 
full of holes, and describe the blue paint and 
gilding which decorated the said playhouse. 

“ ‘ Most sure,* said Loo Chin, looking doubly 
cunning. 

44 4 Would one get safe back, I mean?* said 

Dick. 

44 4 With no doubt,* said the Chinf^nan 
bolting down the ship’s side into his own 
trading-junk, on the bulwarks of which he 
balanced himself for a minute, made a <jueer 
motion with his yellow hands, as if to tie up 
something in a bundle, gave a short wicked 
laugh, and dived below among his goods. I 
meant to keep a watch on Loo Chin after 
that ; but whether it was his ill-success with 
the yellow jacket, or the coming of an Ameri- 
can ship, that kept him from the Rattlesnake , 
we saw no more of the Chinaman. However, 
all hands were river-sick by this time, and a 
public meeting was held on the forecastle, to 
petition Captain Paget for leave to go on 
shore. The boatswain’s mate, who had been 
the son of a schoolmaster, and once saw his 
father sign a petition to Parliament against 
the hearth-tax, drew up our memorial in the 
same form which he said was the thing fur- 
thest off mutiny, and commenced, 4 May it 
pluse your Honorable Cabin.* Captain Paget 
favorably considered our petition, as he did all 
the complaints of his men ; but to keep the 
Chinamen’s minds at rest, we were allowed to 
go only in parties of a dozen strong, every man 
taking his turn, with strict orders not to lose 
sight of each other, and to return to the ship 
an hour before the shutting of Canton gates, 
which took place at sunset. We gave three 
cheers that astonished the boat-town when 
the captain told us all that in a speech from 
the quarter-deck. The boatswain’s mate said, 
if we had been in a Christian country, it should 
be printed in the newspapers ; but the port 
that made most impression on us, was what 
the captain said in his wind-up — that he 
hoped we would justify the confidence our offi- 
cers placed in us, by a prudent and orderly 
course of conduct, as became British seamen. 

44 The captain was not entirely mistaken in 
that hope. We took a general' resolution to 
behavo well ; even Dick looked settled ; and 
for some time, the parties came and went 
without disturbance, strict to orders, and 
punctual to time. We saw the Company’s 


factory, and the governor’s palace — at least 
the outsides of them — the narrow streets, 
the queer houses, and queerer shops of Can- 
ton. The Chinamen stared at us, and called 
us 4 Fanqui the children fled before, and the 
dogs barked after us; but our honor being 
concerned, not to speak of the going on shore, 

| we took no notice. 

44 A party to which I belonged were getting 
the boat ready one day, and I was brushing 
my best jacket over the bulwark when Dick 
Spanker, came to me, and said, 4 Tom, can 
you lend me a few cash?’ 

44 The Chinamen had n’t led me much, but 
I knew Dick was going with us, and might 
want a trifle ; so, having some iu my pocket 
(Master Harry, it was the only loan ever I 
regretted), I gave him the half, and wo start- 
ed. The day was spent, as usual, strolling 
through the town, and being called Faoquis. 
We bought water-melons and some arrack — 
not much, for all hands were sober. The time 
of return was drawing near, when we got into 
a new street, and saw a great wooden-house 
without windows, with a Chinaman at the 
door beating a little drum. As we came 
nearer, Dick knew him to be his old acquaint- 
ance, Loo Chin. 4 What sort of a pidgeon 
is this you have got?* said he, running up to 
him (pidgeon is the Chinaman’s word for 
business). 

44 4 Calling people to the play,’ said Loo 
Chin. 

4 4 4 Is this your brother’s playhouse then ?’ 
cried Dick. 

44 4 Be certain it is,’ said the Chinaman. 

44 4 Messmates, we ’ll all go in and see the 
play. When does it begin?’ 

44 4 1 don’t know, and there ’s too many of 
you,’ said Loo Chin; and he fell to-his drum 
faster than ever. 

44 4 Come along, Dick,’ said I, not liking the 
fellow *8 look ; 4 it ’s time we were homeward 
bound.’ 

44 Dick did come ; and we had got on a few 
stews, when, glancing back, I saw Loo Chin 
making signs to him. Just then, there came 
a great sound of gongs and bagpipes, which, 
they say, is the height of Chinese music, and 
down the street ran a crowd, making all sorts 
of noise for joy, because they were taking home 
a bride shut up in a covered chair like a great 
hoy, painted blue. We ranged ourselves along 
the wall, to let them pass quietly, and the 
capers they cut took my attention completely ; 
bat when all was over, and we had marched 
almost to the river, Dick Spanker was nowhere 
to be seen. We could not go to the ship 
without him, and a terrible search we had for 
the street. By the time it was found, the 
playhouse was as full as it could hold, with 
bands of men at tbe door — who drew knives 
and clubs, and roared at us as we tried to get 
in — but Loo Chin wasn’t among them. If 
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our cutlasses had n't been left in the Rattle- 
snake, I ’in not sure that the captain’s orders 
to keep peace at all hazards would have been 
obeyed ; Dut unarmed as we were, there was 
no chance. The crowd was thickening about 
us every minute ; the bars with which they 
close the streets w*ere getting ready ; we called 
on Dick with all the strength of our voices, 
but got no answer ; and as the gates would be 
shut in another minute, we had a strong run 
for it to our boat. Of course, the captain was 
told the moment we got on board. He sent 
the first-lieu tenant up in the cutter by day- 
break, to make a report to the governor. That 
peat Chinaman promised that Dick would be 
inquired for throughout the province ; but the 
end of all was, that nothing of our messmate 
was seen or heard of after.. 

“ Captain Paget inquired, threatened, and 
demanded leave to search the playhouse ; but 
the party he sent for that purpose — I was 
one of them — were taken to the street ; 
shown the spot where the house had stood ; 
told that the players had taken it with them 
on their journey to the northern provinces, 
which they made once a year, alL theatres in 
China being movable ; and also that no stranger 
would be admitted to a Chinese playhouse. Loo 
Chin's whereabouts nobody knew ; and the 
captain at length concluded that Dick had gone 
with him to see some bargain or other, got 
into a quarrel, and perhaps met with foul play. 
Gradually we all became of that opinion ; but 
no one cared for going on shore again ; and as 
the time of the Rattlesnake's cruise shortly ex- 
pired, we soiled home to Chatham. There it 
was found out that the ship wanted sundry 
repairs ; her hands were accordingly drafted 
off to different vessels, and I, with some score 
of oomrades, sent on board the Thunderer . 

“ There is no use in going over all that 
happened there ; but the service was n’t so 
easy as it had been in the Rattlesnake — we 
had fighting in the Mediterranean, fever at 
Fernando Po, and a storm in the Western 
Pacific, that made us glad to run into Manilla. 
The Spanish governor there held fast by King 
Ferdinand ; and as England’s armies were 
doing some tight work for him in Spain, Ma- 
nilla was a friendly port for an English vessel. 
1 remember it was just three years since we 
sailed from Canton — actions, fevers, and 
drafts had n’t left one of the Rattlesnake's men 
on board the Thunderer but myself. The new 
messmates wern’t quite up to the old ; and 
though our captain was a good officer, he had a 
spice of pride in him that taught the whole 
snip their distance. There were no meetings 
in the forecastle, no petitioning of his Honor- 
able Cabin, I can tell you ; but going on shore 
was no trouble at Manilla. 

“ It is a dirty town, and the worst part of 
it is the Chinese quarter. I had strolled in 
thero oae evening with three comrades, quiet 


smoking fellows, who knew the plhce, and 
would have me to see a Chinese play. I thought 
of the old story at Canton, but they said it 
was uncommon curious, and Chinamen abroad 
have no such hatred to strangers as at home. 
The playhouse stood in an unpaved street, 
narrow and very dark, with old Spanish houses, 
which the Chinese had got hold of, and set up 
their shops and trades in. It was like the one 
I had seen at Canton — wooden and window- 
less — but very full of the Chinamen, standing 
thick and close round a railed space in the 
middle, lighted by great torches, with a trap- 
door in it, by which all the wqpders came up. 
I can’t say what tho play was about, though I 
and my comrades got places quite near the 
rail. There was a man with a tame lion ; 
another with two serpents twined about his 
arms ; and last of all, the glory of the bouse, a 
great dragon, whioh the Chinamen said could 
talk all the tongues in the world, and had been 
brought from Pekin. It came up like a huge 
crocodile, only covered with a hairy skin. It 
had a long tail, a pair of fiery eyes that seemed 
for sunk m its head, and a mouth with great 
tusks in it. There was a boy on its back, and 
the performance consisted in his riding round 
the stage in a very gaudy dress, with a large 
China cup on his head, full of tea, of which* 
grain was n't to be spilled. The dragon went 
round twice, and the cup kept steady, to the 
Chinamen’s great delight ; but, by way of 
gaining more applause, the boy began to strike 
it with a bamboo to hasten the motion. At the 
first blow, tho creature stopped, and, to my 
amazement, began in a smothered, snuffling 
voice, to swear hard in good English. The boy 
struck it again, and it tried to throw him. He 
kept his seat wonderfully ; but the dragon 
kicked and plunged, flinging its feet about, 
and trying to turn over. iStrange paddles the 
feet were, covered with the same hairy skin to 
the toes ; but somehow it had got split on one 
of* them, and through the rent I saw, as tbi 
torch-light fell on it, a great thumb marked 
with a double x in blue Delow the nail. The 
next minute its rider had got the dragon hauled 
near enough the trap-door, and with some help 
from below, be rode it down. I did n’t stay 
five seconds after in the house. My comrades 
laughed at my story ; but I flew to the. ship, 
craved to see our captain, and told him all 
about it. The proud, cold man bade me go 
to my duty, and he would inquire into the 
matter. Next morning, an officer did go op 
shore, but the Chinamen’s governor said it 
was all a mistake, and sent a present of 
imperial tea to the captain. We sailed for 
Acapulco three days after. The hands on 
board sometimes made jokes to themselves 
about the grog being too strong for me at 
Manilla ; but, Master Harry, I ’ll never believe 
that that swearing dragon was not my lo** 
messmate !” 
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PART II. — CHAPTER V. 

The next morning, Bagot, who was, when 
in the country, a tolerably early riser, issued 
forth from the house before breakfast, on his 
way to the stables. 

The sun had been up two hours before, and 
was now ' looking warmly over some tall 
drooping ash-trees on to tho southern en- 
trance. Bagot stood and basked for a minute 
there. 

It was a fresh, still morning. There had 
been a shower in the night, and a rustling 
m^ght be beard amid the grass of the lawn, 
as of drops penetrating. Thrushes were pip- 
ing busily in the shrubbery, May-flies were 
on the wing amid the grass, butterflies hov- 
ered above the old-fashioned flowers, heart’s- 
ease, stocks, lilacs, and gillyflowers, whose 
mingled fragrance came fresh and cool upon 
the sense. Bagot contributed his mite to the 
general perfume by smoking a cigar, and 
exhaling with the smoke an odor of brandy ; 
for he was very shaky in the morning until he 
got his dram, and would sometimes cut his 
chin dreadfully in shaving. 

The beauty of the morning was in great 
measure thrown away upon Bagot. He knew 
no more about the witchery of the soft blue 
sky than Peter Beil. The verdure that gave 
him most pleasure, next to that of the race- 
course, was the green cloth of the billiard- 
table. The voice of the marker calling , 1 ‘ Red 
plays on yellow,” was more musical to him 
than the carol of all the thrushes that ever 
piped. He stood there in the sunlight like a 
nightlamp that had been left unextinguished, 
murky and red, in the eye of golden and 
scented morning. 

lie glanced around him as he stood smok- 
ing, with his hands in his flapped ,skirt-pock- 
cts — looked upward at the brick front of the 
house, with its projecting turrets, its deep 
diamond-paned, stone-framed windows, and 
balustraded parapet — looked around at the 
thick shrubbery, where the uppermost laurel- 
leaves glanced yellow amid their dark-green, 
glossy brethren, as the morning light slanted 
in — and followed some outward-bound rooks 
in their flight over the lawn, and across the 
river, whero a solitary fly-fisher was wading 
to his middle, till they reached the village, 
where other rooks of congenial temperament 
came out from the trees and joined them. 
And, having looked thus with his outward 
eyes, without seeing much of it with his 
inner — for his busy head was now, os gener- 
ally, occupied with other matters — he walked 
along two sides of the house, and through the 
. shrubbery, to the stables. 

Harry Noble and a boy were busy here 
about the horses ; and Kitty Fillett had stolen 
awav from her mistress to try and soften Mr. 
Noble, whom she had found steeled against 


all her wiles and attempts at mollification on 
the previous evening. 

Bagot caught Kitty by the chin, as she 
started at his footstep, and attempted to make 
off; and, holding the chin between his fin- 
ger and thumb, he stood looking at her sim- 
pering face, not saying anything to her at first, 
by reason of his continuing to retain hie cigar 
between his teeth, while his lips separated in 
on approving smile. 

“Baggage!” quoth the colonel, pres- 
ently, taking his left hand from his coat- 
pocket, and removing the obstructive cigar 
without relinquishing his hold of the chin 
with the right — “ how the deuce d’ ye think 
men are to do their work with that handsome 
saucy face of yours looking at them ? Cun't 
you let the fellows alone for five minutes 
together ? — ha, slut !” 

“ Indeed, sir, I don’t want no fellows,” 
said Miss Fillett, primly ; “ I merely kirn to 
look at the horses.” 

“ Horses !” roared Bagot, with a laugh ; 
“ you never looked at a horse in your life if 
he hadn't a man on his back — you know 
you did n’t. By the by, I saw you yesterday 
at the fair, Kitty — here ’s a fairing for you — 
something to buy ribbons with.” 

Kitty aropt a curtsey as she pocketed the 
brace of half-crowns. 

“ How does your mistress pass the time 
now?” asked Bagot. “What’s the new 
dodge ? Is she chemical, or botanical, or ge- 
ological, or what?” 

“ We ’ve been a little astromical lately,” 
said Miss Fillett. “ But my lady ’s a deal 
more lively now since the two young ladies 
kim. They ’re always together/* 

“Always together !” thought Bagot ; “that 
won’t do. How am I ever to get in a word 
if she always has these others at her elbow to 
back her up? That won't do at all (then 
aloud), “What are the young ladies like, 
Kitty?” 

“ Very nice young ladies,” said Kitty. 
“ Miss Fayne gave mo a beautiful silk dress 
last week, as good as new ; and, o’- Wednes- 
day, Miss Rosa — ” 

“ Hang your dresses !” quoth Bagot ; “ I 
did n’t ask what they ’d given you, but what 
they were like. Have they got any fun in 
' em ?” 

“ Indeed they have plenty,” said Miss 
Fillett, nodding her head four distinct times. 
“ They 're as lively as kittens, and that ’s the 
truth.” 

“Does your mistress ride now?” asked 
Bagot. 

“ Not since the young ladies have been 
here, sir. They don’t ride, and my lady stays 
with ’em for company.” 

“ I must look to this,” said Bagot to him- 
self, as, resuming his cigar, ana releasing 
Miss Fillett, he entered the stable. “Ana, 
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Oh!” (calling after Kitty) “tell her Indy- “Wants a light hand, eh?” said the 
ship that, with her permission, I ’ll have the colonel. 

honor of breakfasting with her.” “ Yes, sir,” said Noble, “I should say 

The stable was not so well filled now as it she ’d go well with a Indy.” 
had been in Sir Joseph’s days. Bagot cared “ Put the saddle on her and bring her out,” 
little for hunting. Stalls labelled “Valiant,” said Bagot, casting away the end of his 
“ Coverley,” “ Bob,” and “ Bullfrog,” were cigar. “I’ll try her now. It wants half 
vacant, and the place of those hunters knew an hour to breakfast.” 
them no more. But the brown carriage- Lady Lee and her friends assembled at the 
horses, Duke and Dandy, still stood side Dy usual hour in the breakfast room, 
side ; Lady Lee's gray thoroughbred, Diana, “ We must wait for Colonel Lee,” said her 
turned her broad front and taper muzzle to ladyship ; “ he is going to join us this mom- 
look at the comer, and several others were ing.” 

ranged beyond. “Why wasn't he at dinner, yesterday ? ,? 

Noble was polishing some harness, and a inquired Rosa, 
boy near was removing a bucket from a stall, “ You must n’t expect to see much of him,” 
where he had been washing the feet of a said Lady Lee ; “ that is, unless you are 
brown cob. anxious for gentlemen’s society, and tell him 

“ Who ’8 that?” inquired Bagot of Noble, so.” 
pointing at the boy. “ And if we are,” said Orelia putting out 

“ The gardener’s son, sir,” said Noble, her lip, “ what would he be among so 
pausing in his occupation to touch his cap ; many?'’ 

“ he ’s oeen here these three weeks.” “ His coming down to the Heronry never 

“ Lift that near hind-leg, boy,” said Bagot, makes much difference to me,” said Lady Lee. 
pointing at the cob. The boy obeyed. “ The colonel cares as little for flowers and 

“D’ye call that dry?” said the colonel, literature as I do for race-horses and Cuba 
“ Don’t you kuow it’s enough to give greasy cigars, so that we have n’t much in common, 
heels to a horse to leave him in that way, you But here he comes.” 

careless young villain ? Now look you,” Bagot entered with his usual swaggering 
pursued the cmonel sternly, but quite calmly, bow and betting-ring courtesy. 

“ I ’m a good deal about the stables, and if “ Ladies, I salute you,” said Bagot, putting 
ever I see you leave a horse that way again, his fingers to his lips and waving them in the 
I ’ll lick your life out. How ’s her ladyship’s air, as a salutation general. Bagot tinselled 
mare, Noble?” over his natural groundwork of coarse humor 

“ Sbe ’8 a little sore in the mouth, from the with scraps of theatrical politeness, when in 
boy taking her out with a twisted snaffle,” ladies’ society. “ Gad,” ho continued, as he 
said Noble, “ but she 'll.be all right to-mor- drew a chair to the breakfast-table, “ I ’m re- 
row. The boy ’s getting on — he ’ll do better minded at this moment of a nunnery I once 
soon, sir,” said Noble, good-naturedly, seeing visited in Spain ; the lady abbess was young, 
the colonel’s eye fixed fiercely on the boy. and not unlike Hester — but, by Jove, the 
“ He'd better,” said the colonel, grimly, nuns could n’t boast so much beauty among 
“ I ’ll put a twisted snaffle in his mouth.” the whole sisterhood as I see before me” (bow- 
And here I may remark that Bagot, in his ing to Orelia and Rosa, with bis band on his 
care and affection for that noble animal, the left waistcoat-pocket). “Luckily, I miss 
horse, regarded stable-boys generally as a here, too, the dolefulness of aspect that char- 
race of Yahoos, upon whom any neglect acterized the poor things.” 
towards the superior creature they tended was “ Dear me!” said the sympathetic Rosa, 
to be instantly visited with unsparing severity. “ why did they look unhappy?” 

Accordingly, this morning saw the commence- “Probably for the love of Heaven,” said 
ment of a series of precepts, threats, and Orelia sarcastically. 

veterinary aphorisms, which continued during “Yes, the elderly ones, my dear Miss 
Bagot 's stay, and nearly drove the unfortu- Payne ; but the young ones, probably, for 
nate boy out of his senses, but which, it is the love of man,” returned Bagot, with a nod 
justice to add, had the effect of improving the and a chuckle. “ Ah ! young ladies, ’t is the 
economy of the stable wonderfully. same all the world over ; you may shut your- 

“ And this is the filly, eh!” said Bagot, selves up in convents or in country houses, 
strolling up to a loose-box, and looking at a but you can’t keep out the small boy with 
well-bred, handsome, somewhat leggy bay, wings — he’s about somewhere at this mo- 
that stood therein. “ How does she go?” ment, I ’ve no doubt,” lifting the lid of the 
“Rather hot and fidgety,” said Noble, mustard-pot, as if he expected to find a Cupid 
“ but her paces first-rate, sir. Canters like an hidden tnere, but it was only to make his 
armchair, and walks fast, when you can get devilled bone a little hotter, 
hor to walk.” “ You ’ll hardly believe us,” said Lady 
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Lee, “ when we tell you that the subject of love 
has scarcely once been mentioned among 
us.” 

“God bless me! — how silent you must 
have been !” said the facetious colonel. “ But 
that *s wrong ; you should always tell one 
another your love secrets ; bottled affection is 
apt to turn sour.” 

“ Now what can you know of the tender 
passion, colonel ?” said Lady Lee ; “ and yet, 
my dears, you hear how he philosophizes 
about it, as if he were really acquainted with 
the sentiment.*’ 

Bagot reddened. He always suspected her 
ladyship of feeling for him a disdain which 
she did not care to conceal, and which, per- 
haps, really did exist, though the display of it 
was unintentional. It oozed out so uncon- 
sciously to herself, that, in a less clever per- 
son than her ladyship, he would probably 
have failed to notice it ; but believing that 
she possessed satirical power, and feeling that 
there was no great congeniality between 
them, he frequently detected a latent dispar- 
agement in speeches which, coming from any 
one else, he would have taken either in a 
playful or a literal sense. So, after a minute's 
silence, during which he was struggling with 
c holer, which he felt it would be unprufi table 
to exhibit, he changed the subject. 

“I’m sorry to find you ’ve left off riding 
lately, Hester,” said he. “ Diana is getting 
as fat as a Smith field prize pig, and I wonder 
you ’re not just the same, n hat exercise do 
you take?” 

“ We walk,” said Lady Lee, “ and drive.” 

“ Walk and drive !” quoth Bagot. “Wo- 
men crawl like spavined snails along the ter- 
race, and get into a carriage that goes as easy 
as an arm-chair, and call that exercise. Bid- 
ing is the only thing to keep ladies in health 
and condition. Besides, there are lots of 
places worth seeing around here too far to 
walk to, and inaccessible to a carriage ; but 
how pleasant it would be to ride there !” 

“ But Orelia and Rosa have never ridden 
in their lives,” said Lady Lee. 

“ Time they should begin,” answered 
Bagot. “ I ’ve been trying tne bay filly this 
morning, and I ’m convinced she would carry 
Miss Fayne (who, I ’m sure, has capital 
nerve) to admiration. I’m going over to 
Doddington to-day to see Tindal, the major 
of the aragoons there, an old friend of mine, 
and 1 ’ll ask him to let his rough-rider come 
over and give your young friends a lesson. 
What d’ye say to that, young ladies?” 

Both Rosa and Orelia were charmed at the 
prospect, and began to think Colonel Lee a 
very pleasant person. So it was agreed they 
should all drive over to Doddington, where 
the ladies bad some shopping to do, and that 
the colonel should then arrange with the j 
major about their riding lessons. ! 

COCCLXXUI. LIVING AG*. VOL. I. 44 


CHAPTER VI. 

The detachment of dragoons stationed in 
Doddington was assembled at a dismounted 
parade that morning, to listen to an oration 
from the commanding officer, Major Tindal. 

Other people were assembled there besides 
the troops. The yard of the principal hotel, 
where the parade was held, was thronged 
with admiring spectators. A week’s famili- 
arity with the cavalry had by no means bred 
contempt in the minds of the inhabitants of 
Doddington. Their hearts still thrilled to the 
sound of the stable-trumpet ; at the nuirch of 
| the squadron through the streets, on its way 
to exercise, customers were neglected and 
business at a stand-still, until the last horse- 
tail had disappeared round the corner of the 
Butter-market ; and soldiers, appearing singly 
in the town, became each the nucleus of a 
small reverential crowd, swelling in magni- 
tude like a snowball us it advanced. Their 
spurs, their mustaches, the stripes of their 
trousers, were objects with the sight of which 
the i^populaco found it impossible to satiate 

Accordingly, the troops were now the centre 
of a large circle, formed by apprentices who 
had deserted their trades ; mas ter- workmen, 
who, coming to look for them with fell intent, 
had forgotten their wrath, and “ those who 
came to scold remained to see servant 
maids, who, running out on errands, with in- 
junctions to be quick, had heard the trumpet, 
and been drawn as by magical power within 
its influence ; ostlers and waiters, utterly 
reckless of their duty towards their neighbor*; 
truant schoolboys in corduroys, with Latin 
grammars, geographies, and books of arith- 
metic slung at their backs, and whose pockets 
bulged with tops and green apples; young 
milliners, all curls and titter and blush ; and 
paupers receiving out-door relief, who, quit- 
ting the spots where they usually basked away 
their time, like lazaroni, came tip, some with 
crutches, some without, and having a blind 
man in their company, to satisfy their militaiy 
ardor. 

The major came slowly on parade, his 
hands crossed behind him,nis spurs and scab- 
bard clanking, his face stern. The crowd 
made a larger circle, and some little boys fled 
| from his path — one or two, who stumbled in 
their haste, not pausing to rise again, but 
grovelling out of reach upon their hands and 
knees, expecting nothing else than to be im- 
mediately decapitated or rua through the 
body. . The spectators were prepared foi 
anything of a martial nature, ana when he 
ealled tne parade iu a short sharp voice to 
“Attention,” they half-expected to see him 
draw his sword, and go through the cuts and 
guards — a proceeding, which, far from ap- 
pearing singular to them, would greatly have 
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enhanced their respect. However, the major 
did n’t do anything of the sort. Standing in 
front of the line, with his left hand on his 
sword-hilt, he commenced his address, which 
may be considered a pretty fair specimen of 
military oratory. 

“Men,” said he ^and as he spoke you 
might have heard a pin drop), 44 you — that 
is, some of you — have been acting disgrace- 
fully. You were sent here to presene order, 
and you have been the first to set an example 
of disorder. You have abused my indulgence 
in allowing you to partake of the amusements 
of yesterday, and you have brought infernal 
discredit on the king’s service in the eyes of 
the inhabitants, lfl can discover who began 
the affray yesterday, in the fair, let them look 
out! — I ’U make an example of them ! If I 
can’t discover them, I ’ll punish the whole 
detachment — I will, by G--d ! ” 

There was a momentary pause, and the 
major was about to recommence, when tho 
corporal, of whom we have made mention, 
stept to the front. 

44 1 was tho man, sir,” said the corporal, 
with military brevity. 

44 1 ’m sorry to hear it, Corporal Onslow. 
You are under an arrest — fall in, sir. Of- 
ficers,” said the major, touching his cap, and 
the officers, touching theirs, fell out ; — 44 Ser- 
geant-major, dismiss the parade.” 

The corporal saluted, and fell back. A 
whisper passed about among the populace — 
they were about as well-informed as civilians 
generally ore on points of military justice ; 
and if the corporal had been forthwith blind- 
folded with a handkerchief, caused to go on 
his knees, and then and there shot, it would 
perhaps have excited more awe than surprise. 

During this scene, the party from the Her- 
onry had been looking on from the balcony 
of the inn ; and Bagot Lee, seeing the parade 
was over, chose this time to go up and greet 
his friend the major. 

Rosa Young had recognized the corporal 
immediately as Orelia’s defender, and heard 
the major’s words with horror. Orelia, how- 
ever, was much too magnificent a personage 
to recognize a man in tne corporal’s station 
of life, however good-looking he might chance 
to be. 

44 Orelia, did you hear — did you hear!” 
cried Rosa; 44 you’re not goinjj to allow 
them to punish him, are you, Orelia!” 

44 What did he say!” asked Orelia, who 
had been surveying tne . scene with a superb 
air, as if all the soldiers wore hers, and 
brought there to be reviewed by her, before 
marching away to die in her cause. 

44 Why, they ’re going to punish him 
because be beat the man who wanted to 
dance with you yesterday, in the fair. Oh , if 

C don’t stop them, I shall go myself,” cried 
t, preparing to rush down into the yard. 


44 Stop!” cried Orelia, 44 this mustn’t be 
— I ’ll go myself. Of course, it must be 
explained ana stopt,” and she marched 

Rosa watched her as she walked across the 
yard, and noticed the look of surprise on the 
major’s face, as his conversation with Bagot 
was interrupted by the approach of the stately 
young lady. He listened courteously to her 
for a minute, and then colled out, 44 Corporal 
Onslow !” 

The corporal came up with the same un- 
concerned air as before, and saluted. 

44 1 ’m glad,” said the major, 44 to find 
that your good character, far from being for- 
feited, is rather heightened, by the circum- 
stance that took place : the lady you pro- 
tected desires to thank you — you are re- 
leased, of course.” 

44 And, with my thanks, may I beg you to 
accept this!” said Orelia, holding out a hand 
in which gold was heard to chink. 

The corporal bowed low over the hand, 
but did not offer to touch it. 44 It was enough 
reward for him,” ho said, 44 to have been of 
the slightest service.” 

Orelia pressed it on him -without effect. 
44 1 must study how to Reward you in some 
other way,” sne said at length. 

44 It would be easy,” the gallant corporal 

replied ; 4i a single word and then, as 

if remembering the major’s presence, he drew 
himself up, saluted and walked off, leaving 
his reply unfinished. 

44 A strange sort of fellow that,” said the 
major as he departed ; 44 we can make nothing 
of him. A capital soldier, and the best 
rider, by far, in the regiment — but queer, 
very queer. He has nothing to say to the 
rest of the men, when off duty — never had a 
comrade — and the fellow’s language and 
manners are really deuced good, and quite 
above his station.” 

44 Rides well, does he!” said Bagot ; 44 per- 
haps he would suit my book. I was going to 
presume on our old acquaintance to prefer a 
request, in behalf of this and another fair 

S lady, for your men to give them a 
instruction in riding.” 

44 The very man,” said the major; 44 ana 
he ’ll be glad enough of the employment,” 
he added, in a low tone, to Bagot ; 44 for, be- 
tween you and me, I believe the 
some wild slip of good family, and be ’ll he 
delighted to get away from the barrack-yard, 
which does n’t suit him at all.” 

44 That sort of thing is more frequent than 
people fancy,” returned Bagot. 44 1 remem- 
ber, when I was in the Guards, we enlisted a 
sprig of nobility once ; but our honorable 
friend turned out a shocking vagabond, ana 
we were under the painful necessity of flog- 
ging him. Your corporal is certainly rather 
a striking-looking fellow.” 
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“ I saw him just after ho was enlisted,” 
said the major. “ He looked uncommonly 
gentlemanlike, and wore deuced well-made 
clothes, though, I fancy, there was n’t much 
in the pockets of them. He shall attend the 
ladies whenever you think proper. And, 
upon my honor,” added the gallant major, 
turning to Orelia, “ I envy the fellow his em- 
ployment. 1 wish I was a rough-rider my- 
self, Lee” — whereat Bagot chuckled. 

These few words of the major’s served to 
invest the corporal with a sudden romantic 
interest in the eves of Orelia. The service he 
had done her the day before, little thought 
of when supposed to have been rendered by 
an inferior, and capable of being rewarded 
by money, appeared in a new and graceful 
light as the act of an unfortunate gentleman. 
And the difficulty of expressing her gratitude, 
in a manner suitable either to his apparent 
or his supposed quality, made her rate the 
favor above its value, and caused her thoughts 
frequently to recur to him. 

Meanwhile the dragoon officers looked on, 
envying Tindal, who, in this infernal stupid 
hole of a country quarter, had made the ac- 

5 uaintance of such a splendid-looking girl, 
’hey followed her with their eyes as she 
walked away, and watched her as she camo 
out on the balcony and rejoined Rosa and 
Lady Lee there ; and, while they stroked 
their mustaches, they uttered opinions on 
the party much warmer and more favorable 
than the customary nonchalance and poco-cu- 
rantism of military criticism would have sanc- 
tioned. 

“ Magnificent girl, certainly,” B&id Captain 
Sloperton, a handsome exquisite ; “ but I 
prefer that pale one, with the chestnut hair — 
so deuced thorough-bred, you know.” 

“ Oh, deuced thorough-bred ! ” echoed Cor- 
net Suckling, who, in his eagerness to propi- 
tiate, would agree with anybody. 

“ Fine points about them, no doubt,” said 
Lieutenant Wylde Oates, “ but they ’re in 
too grand a style for me. Hang me if I 
should know what to say to either of ’em. 
Give me that plump, little, rosy beauty, for 
my taste.” 

“Right, old fellow,” said Harry Bruce, 
Mr. Oates’ particular associate ; “ she ’s a 
charming little thing — but there, they’re 
going — you may put away your eye-glass, 
Sloperton. By Jove! I feel as if the drop- 
scene had fallen at the opera.” 

Though the parade had broken up, the 
crowd still lingered. Some sanguine spirits, 
perhaps, were yet of opinion that justice was 
about to be done on the offending corporal. 
Some were unable to tear themselves away 
from the contemplation of the officers, as 
they remained chatting in a group. Nobody 
thought of leaving, so long as a vestige of 
gold lace or a single spur was to be seen. 


The roy&l mail had driven up to the hotel, 
and stopt to change horses, Dut the ostlers 
had decamped to look at the military, and 
the guard was obliged to harness the aban- 
doned team with his own august hands; 
while the stout coachman, instead of finding 
an obsequious stable-boy ready to catch the 
reins, and an admiring mob of idlers waiting 
on each oracular word that fell from his in- 
spired mouth, stood actually alone, in his 
top-boots and broad-brimmed hat, in the 
porch of the hotel, bursting with suppressed 
wrath. During the next stage he touched 
up a lazy wheeler with the double thong so 
effectually, that the astonished animal took 
the whole draught of the coach upon itself 
for a league or two ; but he never uttered 
a word for five-and-forty miles. At the end 
of that space, being nearly through the next 
county, ne turned his head half round, and 
said to the guard — 

“Here’s a pretty go, Jim! — what the 
blazes shall we come to next?” after which, 
ho uttered a short derisive laugh ; and the 
guard, who, from long travelling that road, 
was better acquainted with his character and 
trains of thought than most people, knew 
that he was referring to the desertion of the 
ostlers and loungers at Doddington, and ex- 
pressing his contempt for their military en- 
thusiasm, and pity for their vulgar taste. 

CHAPTER VII. 

Before noon, on the day of the first riding 
lesson, Bagot came into the drawing-room, 
and announced the arrival of the corporal. 
In expectation of him, Rosa and Orelia were 
already equipped for the saddle. 

“By Jove!” said Bagot, “either that 
riding-habit, Miss Payne, or the hat and 
plume, or both, are amazingly becoming to 
you. Stick to the costume, Miss Payne, stick 
to it by all means, whenever you are bent on 
conquest.” 

The opinion was just. Orelia certainly 
looked magnificent as she descended the oak 
staircase, holding her whip and the folds of 
her gathered skirt in her left hand. The hat 
and plume suited well the style of her face* 
and mode her look like a graceful, brilliant 
cavalier. 

The steeds were ready in front of the house, 
the bay filly fretting a little, and impatient of 
the bit. The corporal had dismounted, and 
was holding his troop-horse by the bridle. 
As the ladies appeared, he took off his forage- 
cap and bowed with a great deal of grace. 

“ Now, then, Miss Payne,” said Bagot, 
going up to the filly and patting her, “ don’t 
be frightened.” 

Frightened! — frightened, indeed! as if 
she ever could be frightened ! Such was the 
meaning conveyed in the scornful look that 
Bagot got in reply to his speech of intended 
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encouragement. She placed her foot in Ba- 
got ’s right palm, as if she had been treading 
on the neck of her man Friday. The filly 
snorted, backed, trod on Noble *8 toe, but 
Orelia, with a spring and a lift, was in the 
saddle ; and the filly, her nose compressed by 
Noble's hand, stood fast while the stirrup 
was being adjusted — an operation that af- 
forded desultory glimpses to the lower world 
of a perfectly enchanting leg, and gave Bagot 
such satisfaction that he needlessly prolonged 
it (not the leg, nor the stirrup, but the oper- 
ation) . 

Rosa had mounted Lady Lee's favorite, 
Diana, without difficulty, though the little 
lady was somewhat nervous. Then the cor- 
poral was about to vault on his trooper, 
when Bagot called out to stay him. “ We ’ll 
find you a better horse than that, corporal,” 
said he ; then whispering Orelia — “ ’t is just 
as well, before intrusting him with so valua- 
ble a charge, to find out if he ’s qualified to 
take care of it. Fetch out the Doctor, boy. 
Did you put the curb on him?” said he to 
Noble. 

“ All right, sir,” said Noble ; “ you could n’t 
push a straw under it, ’tis so tight. lie ’ll 
oe a good un, sir, if he sits him,” said Noble, 
grinning somewhat maliciously at the thought 
of seeing his rival unhorsed. 

The Doctor, a somewhat cross-made but 
powerful chestnut, made his appearance from 
the stables at a smart trot, lifting the boy, 
who ran beside him hanging at the reins, 
nearly off his legs, and switching his tail and 
snorting. 

“ Now then, corporal !” said the colonel. 

The corporal glanced at the curb, which he 
saw the horse wouldn’t endure, and put his 
finger on it. 

“ Up with you !” cried Bagot, with an im- 
patient jerk of the head. 

Without a word, the corporal was in the 
saddle — not through the medium of the stir- 
rup, but by a light vault that placed him at 
onco in his seat ; the stirrups nod purposely 
been left too short. 

“ Quit his head, boy!” said Bagot. 

The boy let go, ana swiftly retreated sev- 
eral paces, for he anticipated mischief. The 
Doctor had such a notorious prejudice against 
a. curb, that nobody at all acquainted with 
him ever thought of oven showing him any 
■other bridle than a snaffle. In a moment he 
was in the air, executing a great variety of 
feats, of a nature much more curious to a 
spectator than gratifying to riders in general ; 
but the dragoon was “ demi-corpsea” with 
his steed, ana sat him, though without stir- 
rups, as if on parade. 

Presently the brute paused, with his fore- 
legs out and his ears back ; then, without 
warning, he rose in the air, on his hind-legs. 
For a moment he stood poised, perpendicular- 
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ly ; and the corporal employed that critical 
moment to slip his left foot in the stirrup, and 
to throw back his right leg over the saddle, 
thus standing upright, side by side, with the 
horse in the air, holding by the cheek of the 
bridle. For a moment it was doubtful which 
way they would fall. Rosa shrieked, and 
even Orelia turned a little pale; while a 
shrill scream was emitted by Miss Fillett, who 
was looking on privily, from behind a win- 
dow-curtain ; then, after a paw or two, the 
Doctor sunk forward on his fore-legs, and at 
the same moment the corporal, recrossing his 
saddle, was in his seat before the animal's 
feet touched the ground. 

“ He ’ll do !” cried Bagot. “ Off with the 
curb, boy.” 

The boy sprang forward, and unhooked the 
links of the offending chain. In a moment 
the Doctor stood like a lamb. 

In his excitement at the scene, Noble had 
quitted the bay filly ; and the filly, in emula- 
tion of the Doctor’s proceedings, becamo un- 
ruly. Bagot jumped to catch her head ; but 
she bounded out of his reach, and, feeling do 
check from the loose reins, made off at half 
speed down the lawn. 

Orelia did not scream in this, to her, novel 
predicament, nor lose her own head, though 
she had lost the filly’s. She sat far steadier 
than could have been expected, and even suc- 
ceeded in catching her reins. But the filly was 
away ; and in front was a ha-ha — a broad 
ditch faced with brick, dividing the shrubbery 
from the lawn — and for this she made. 

“Curse the brute!” cried Bagot, making 
two frantic steps after the runaway ; anu 
then stopping short in despair, “She’ll full 
— she ’ll fall, as sure os fate !” — a prophecy 
that was dismally echoed by a shriek from 
Rosa. 

But a potent auxiliary was at hand. The 
corporal, gathering up his reins, had struck 
his long-rowelled dragoon spurs into the Doc- 
tor, and gone off at speed. Orelia was close 
by the ditch when he reached her ; he had 
hoped to catch her rein, and turn her steed 
from the dangerous obstacle — but it was too 
late. The filly sprung, and cleared the ditch, 
but the shock unseated her inexperienced 
rider, who, thrown on her horse’s neck, roust 
evidently, at the next stride, have oome vio- 
lently to the ground. But the strong arm of 
the corporal was, at that critical moment, 
passed round her waist, and restored her to 
ner seat, ne had cleared the ditch almost at 
the same moment as herself ; and, now, catch- 
ing the filly’s rein, before she bod recovered 
from her own astonishment at performing 
such a feat, be checked her pace to a walk. 

“ Bravo !” roared Bagot ; “ the fellow ’s a 
Centaur. Tip-top riding, by Jove! Boy, 
open the gate, and let ’em back. One jomp 
or that sort ’s enough.” 
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Orfelia was a little pale when they rode 
back, but kept her nerve unshaken. 

“ Dear Reley,” said the trembling Rosa, 
“you mustn’t ride that creature — 0, you 
must n’t ! Get off, my dearest Reley.” 

“ Don’t be silly,” said Orelia, coldly. 
“Come sir” (to the corporal), “shall we 
begin our ride?” 

“ Game, bv gad !” said the admiring Bagot. 
“ Game to the backbone. Yes, yes, go on 
— we can trust you with him. Take up 
the martingale rein — so ! — show her how, 
corporal. A pleasant ride to you.” And 
Bagot flourished his white hat after them, as 
they all three went down the road, and then 
returned to the house, to have a little talk 
with Lady Lee. 

^ She was seated at the piano, playing and 
singing a song of her own w riting and compo- 
sition. Bagot had not much ear for music, 
nor was his soul tuned particularly to har- 
mony ; but he felt a sort of pleasure, at first, 
in hearing her magnificent voice pour forth 
the melody, and considerately waited near till 
it was finished ; not very patiently, however, 
for he cleared his throat several times loudly, 
and shuffled with his feet impatiently on the 
hearthrug. 

Having finished her song, Lady Lee did not 
sing any more, but went on playing. This 
sort of unconscious disregard of him (“ treat- 
ing him, begad,” he said, “ as if he w r as no- 
body”^ had frequently annoyed Bagot, and the 
irritation he felt gave his thoughts a some- 
what bilious hue. 

In the conversation which he presently 
opened, ho had two objects in view, both sug- 
gested by his late successful interview with 
Mr. Dubbley. 

He wanted to induce Lady Lee to receive 
that gentleman's visits, with so much tolera- 
tion as should suffice to impress the squire 
with a belief that he might eventually succeed 
in his suit. At the same time, he did not 
wish her to give Mr. Dubbley enough encour- 
agement to elicit a proposal from him, as it 
would certainly be followed by a refusal, and 
consequent loosening of Bagot's influence with 
that gentleman, when thus reduced to despair. 

Secondly, Bagot considered that Dubbley 
was not the only man in the world who might 
be inclined to give value for his countenance 
in the matter; that it would, therefore, be 
necessary, as a preliminary to the forming of 
such lucrative acquaintances, to induce her 
ladyship to go into society. Lovers would, no 
doubt, appear — would be given to under- 
stand that Bagot’s consent was necessary, 
and would, of course, as men of the world, 
see the necessity of propitiating him. If she 
should take a fancy to a man who was not 
disposed to be liberal, Bagot might always 
withhold his consent, and thus, in the event 
of hoi* marriage, richly indemnify himself. 
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This may seem to many persons who are 
unused to the society of knowing men, trained 
to sharpness in the same school as Bagot, a 
somewhat heartless calculation. But Bagot 
was so imbued with the spirit of p. p. bets 
and Jockey Club rules, that, though far from 
an ill-natured man, he looked on all matters 
in which he had any interest in a sort of turf 
and billiard-room light. If he held honors, 
why should n’t he count thorn ? If his adver- 
saries played badly, or did n’t know the game, 
that was their look-out. His business was 
to win if ho could. 

Such certainly was, in plain language, the 
substance of the thoughts that influenced him. 
But nobody thinks in plain language, and 
hence comes half the error and misconduct iu 
the world. If we could but think in words, 
how many a shadowy plausibility would fade 
to nothing — how many a veiled iniquity take 
shape repulsive and shameful ! Bagot, ac- 
customed to look straight at his own interest, 
which he could always see a long way off, 
dropt out of sight the dirty roads that led 
to it. 

“ You look paler, Hester,” said he, “ than 
when I was down last. You shut yourself up 
too much. How do you pass your time? — 
pleasantly?” 

“0, very pleasantly,” said Lady Lee, in 
a half-absent way, as was natural to her of 
late, when not conversing on topics, or with 
people, that much interested her. “ That 
is” (waking up), “just fs usual.” 

“ And when is this seclusion to end ? As 
I said, you shut yourself up too much. To 
be sure, I ’m not a woman — thank goodness, 
no” (sot to vocc) ; “ but I can only say, a 
month of this sort of life would play the very 
deuce with me. Suppose, now, you were to 
begin to see a little company. What d ’ye 
say to a ball — or a fete in the grounds — or 
some way of collecting your friends about 
you ?” 

Lady Lee elevated her shoulders wearily, 
and put out her lip at the idea. 

“ You really ought,” said Bagot, “ to make 
an effort to break through these quiet habits. 
Hang me, if you mightn’t as well be a fly, 
and stick to the ceiling, as live in this way. 
What ’s the use of your accomplishments, if 
nobody knows them f What ’s the use of your 
reading, if you bottle it all up? Besides, 
there are those two young friends of yours 
dying, I daresay, poor things, for a littlo so- 
ciety and amusement. ’Pon my soul, I really 
don’t think it hospitable to keep the unfortu- 
nate girls here, and allow them no diver- 
sion.” 

“ I am much mistaken,” said Lady Lee, 
“ if more society would make them any hap- 
pier here, or if the wish for it ever enters 
their heads. You have no idea how pleasantly 
the time passes with us. I only wish I had 
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half their faculties of enjoyment, and fresh- 
ness of feeling. ” 

“ Extraordinary !” said Bagot. “ As I said 
before, I ’in not a woman ; but, ’pon my life, 
what you can find to do hero — whut earthly 
excitement there is for you, is beyond my 
conception.” 

“ liresomo man !” thought Lady Lee, exe- 
cuting a difficult run on the keys ; “ how can 
I stop him!” — “ Would you have us excite 
ourselves,” said she, “ with betting, and with 
brandy and water and cigars ?” 

“0, curse your sneers!” thought Bagot, 
an additional flush stealing over his nose ; 
then aloud, “Women have their excitements, 
I suppose, as well as men. They can try, at 
least, to be sociable, and so give more pleasure 
to themselves and their frionds.” 

“They can,” said Lady Lee, leaving the 
piano and coming up to him — “ they can bo 
sociable in ooogenial society, but the difficulty 
is to get it. People’s tastes differ so, and then 
some are so hard to please. You, I fancy, 
colonel, are not fastidious. You should be 
more indulgent to those who are.” 

Again Bagot reddened, suspecting Barcasm, 
though Lady Lee did not intend just then to 
be sarcastic, but was only expressing her 
thoughts. 

“I choose my society, as I ’vo a right 
to do, according to my own pleasure,” said 
Bagot ; “ and ’gad, madam, though it mayn’t 
suit your high notions, I think it better than 
moping.” 

“ I did n’t mean to offend,” said Lady Lee, 
laying her finger on Bagot’s arm, but imme- 
diately removing it, afraid of a tobacco taint. 
“ Fastidiousness, far from being a merit, or 
a thing to be proud of, is a positive curse. I 
would give the world to be able to take people 
for what they are worth, and to be blind to 
spots, which catch my eye sooner, unfortu- 
nately, than merits. Insight, believe me, 
may mislead one more than dulness.” 

Bagot did n’t understand her in the least, 
for he was by no means of a metaphysical turn. 

“I know some clever women,” said the 
•still unmollified colonel, “ as clever, perhaps, 
as any of my acquaintance — yes, any — but 
who don't think themselves above the rest of 
the world. They show their cleverness in 
surpassing their friends* not in shunning 
them.” 

Lady Lee looked quietly up at him. “ Ex- 
cellent,” said she ; “ a good thought well ex- 
pressed. You improve, colonel.” 

“ Yes,” said Bagot, exhilarated by this 
unaccustomed applause, “ women who have 
head enough for prime-ministers, and yet 
have some life in ’em, madam. Why, the 
wife of a friend of mine carried an election 
last year by her canvassing. Never was such 
a popular woman ; and I ’ve seen her make 
.points at whist that ’t would puzzle Talleyrand 


or Major A. to beat. That ’s what I call a 
clever woman, now,” said Bagot, looking 
triumphantly at Lady Lee, as he finished this 
clinching illustration, and rather surprised 
that she did n’t seem to appreciate it. “And 
besides the advantage to yourself,” Bagot went 
on, “ don’t you think it might bo as well for 
me to have some little civility shown to my 
friends! — for I’ve got friends here, though 
you mayn’t have any. But you never think 
of that,” he added bitterly. 

“ Now, my dear colonel, I really must be 
pardoned for not knowing that we had any 
friends in common.” (“ Ah, another fling, 
madam!” thought Bagot.) “But you are 
right, and I have been very wrong not to think 
of that. Are there any in particular with 
whom my mediation might be of service ? 
I can hardly think so.” 

“How do you know!” returned Bagot; 
“ why should you hardly think so! My in- 
terests may be different from yours — you 
don't seem to have any, for that matter. 
The family interests, too, are all going to the 
deuce ; and when the boy comes of age, he ’ll 
find himself, at this rate, a stranger, begad, 
in the land of his fathers.” And Bagot 
paused for a moment, to let the pathos of 
this image take effect. “There’s Dubbley, 
now r , over at Monkstone (a good fellow as 
ever breathed, And one that I ’in under obli- 
gations to) ; a little attention to him would be 
very acceptable to me, and useful too. But 
no ! you ’d see me at Jericho first ! I know 
that — I know that!” 

“0 heavens!” said Lady Lee; “you 
know the man *s a hopeless noodle, positively 
silly. You wouldn’t ask me, surely, to en- 
courage his visits. Consider the tax it would 
be on any rational creature. Besides, the 
poor man always seems so confused and bash- 
ful whenever I meet him, that he would cer- 
tainly rather be let alone.” 

“No, ho wouldn’t,” said Bagot. “ He 
may n’t bo very bright, perhaps, but he’s fond 
of ladies’ society. Why, for all you know, he 
might take a fancy to Miss Payne or the other 
one ; and he ’s rich enough to be a good match ; 
you can’t deny that.” Lady Leo smiled at 
the thought of Mr. Dubbley ’s chance of success 
with either of them. “ At any rate, as I Baid, 
I shall be obliged to you to be civil to him 
wheu he comes.” 

Lady Lee w*as anxious to atone to Bagot for 
the unintentional offence she had given him, 
and from which his manner showed him to be 
still smarting. So she at once promised to 
tolerate Mr. Dubbley, and to be os agreeable 
to him as she possibly could, whenever he 
came to the Heronry. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

Meanwhile, the riding party had passed 
through the lodge-gates out into the lane that 
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ran in front of them. The corporal rode be- 
tween the two ladies, initiating them into the 
minor mysteries of the menage, 

“ Little finger dividing the reins, if you 
please, Miss Payne. Feel the filly’s mouth 
gently. Sit a little more upright, Miss Young, 
but not stiffly ; you lean forward rather too 
much ; and pray don’t touch the reinr with 
your right hand.” 

“ Dear me,” said Rosa, “ how very stupid 
of me ! you told me that twice before. I ’m 
afraid you find me very troublesome, Mr. Cor- 
poral.” 

“ Impossible !” said the gallant rough-rider ; 
“ I wisn to Heaven my other duties were half 
as much to my mind.” 

‘‘I’m sorry you don’t like them,” said 
Rosa, “ but I had always imagined — (you ’ll 
excuse me, Mr. Corporal, for I ’m quite igno- 
rant of military matters, iind the idea was 
certainly ridiculous) — I had always imagined 
that corporals were taken from among the 
common soldiers.” 

“ So they are,” said Onslow. 

“ And do you mean to say,” said Orelia, 
fixing her eyes on him with surprise, “ that 
you w’ere once a common soldier?” 

“ I feel honored by your doubting it,” 
said the corporal, bowing, with a smile ; “ but 
I certainly was.” 

“Dear me,” thought Orelia, “ the officers 
in this regiment must be princes of the blood 
at the very least !” 

“ But tne common soldiers in the cavalry 
arc not all gentlemen, are they ?” asked Rosa. 

“Gentlemen! — no,” said the corporal, 
“ nothing of the kind. Have the goodness to 
slacken your off rein a little — you are pulling 
your horse round.” 

For some little time they rode on in silence. 
How were they to treat this gentlemanly cor- 
poral? Both glanced at him — Rosa shyly, 
Orelia steadily. There was as little of tne 
trooper in his face as-in his manners. A hand- 
some aquiline nose, short upper lip, round chin, 
wavy black hair, and somewhat dissipated 
look ({is before mentioned), were the com- 
ponents of a very thoroughbred countenance. 
But whatever embarrassment they might have 
experienced, he certainly felt none, but wore 
precisely the air of a gentleman in the com- 
pany of his equals ; and such Orelia did not 
m the least doubt him to be. Nay, not con- 
tent with coming to that conclusion, she men- 
tally decided that he was a much finer gentle- 
man than any of her acquaintance ; and how 
far she may have been influenced in this 
opinion by his good looks, his prowess, and 
the danger from which he had so gallantly 
rescued her, I leave my lady readers to deter- 
mine. 

Presently the strangeness of the situation 
wore off, and, forgetting his uniform and the 
stripes on his arm, they found it very agree- 


able to have a companion in their riding- 
master. They observed that he never volun- 
teered a remark or opinion, avoiding all ap- 
pearance of presuming on his position with 
them ; but whenever he was appealed to on 
any subject, he reptied with perfect ease, good 
breeding, and correctness of expression. And 
so they rode on, the two young ladies chat- 
ting unreservedly, and the dragoon occasion- 
ally joining in tne conversation, till he began 
to forget his character of instructor, and, not 
troubling them with many hints or equestrian 
precepts, seemed to enjoy the ride as much as 
they. 

Not far from the park gates, on their return 
homeward, they overtook a yellow caravan, 
travelling from Doddington fair to some other 
scene of festivity. On nearing it, Rosa recog- 
nized in the driver, who walked beside it, the 
venerable merry-andrew who had invited 
them up to his stage out of the tumult. It 
struck Rosa that she might at once requite 
his civility, and afford the highest pleasure to 
her friend Julius, by inviting the old gentle- 
man £b favor them with a private performance 
at the Heronry, and she resolved to accost 
him accordingly. 

Mr. Holmes (that was the merry-andrew’s 
name) appeared to entertain some delusive 
conceits respecting the appearance of his legs ; 
for, not content with exhibiting them to the 
public in the tight-fitting hose already spoken 
of (which might have neen justified on pro- 
fessional grounds), he wore in private life 
black velveteen breeches and worsted stock- 
ings, with laced half-boots. He had also a 
calf-skin waistcoat, with long flaps, worn 
rather bald in some parts, and fastened with 
a row of blue glass Duttons ; a green shoot- 
ing-jacket, with brass buttons ; and a hat, 
with the narrowest brim ever seen on human 
head, except that of the Duke of Wellington, 
as represented in the authentic portraits of 
Mr. Bunch. The venerable man walked be- 
side his horse with all the alacrity that 
might be expected from so experienced a 
tumbler, while his family travelled inside the 
yellow caravan. 

“ Good morning to you,” said Rosa, as they 
passed him. “ Are you going far?” 

Mr. Holmes turned round, and, seeing the 
young ladies, he stopped, brought bis stock- 
ings together, till they formed but one per- 
pendicular line, with the half-boots diverging 
in opposite directions at the bottom of it, and 
taking off his narrow-brimmed hat. he made a 
very flexible and elastic bow, without much 
apparent effort, though Orelia afterwards de- 
clared she heard his spine creak. 

“ Young ladies, your most obedient,” said 
Mr. Holmes, in a thin, reedy voice, cracked 
partly with age^partly w’ith continual play- 
ing Punch. “ We are going, Deo volcnte , 
to Brixham, which is seven miles off.” 
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“And are you in a great hurry?” asked 
Rosa. 

44 Now, what earthly business can that be 
of yours, you little gossip?” suid the austere 
Orelia. 44 Can’t ycu let the good man alone ?” 

44 Why, he might come and perform to us, 
now he ’s so close,” whispered Rosa, 44 and 
Juley would like it eo much. Don’t you think, 
Mr. Showman, you could stop at this house 
you see between the trees here, and favor us 
with a performance ? and we ’ll endeavor to 
your trouble.” 

ime,” said the gallant though aged 
comedian, 44 is only valuable to me for the 
purpose of obliging the ladies.” 

44 And you are sure it won’t put you out of 
your way ?” asked Rosa. 

44 Not at all,” said Mr. Holmes ; 44 1 am 
accustomed to perform to the aristocracy, and 
I always prefer a discriminating audience. I 
shall attend you with pleasure, ladies.” 

44 There now, Reley,” said Rosa, trium- 



44 1 expect to see you a Columbine yet,” 
said Orelia, as they rode on. 

So it came to pass that Lady Lee, looking 
out of her window to see them arrive, beheld 
with surprise the yellow caravan with the 
green door, and Mr. Holmes marching with a 
leeble stateliness of gait beside it, approach- 
ing her residence, aud asked Mr. Dubbley — 
wno, encouraged by his conversation with 
Bagot, had taken an early opportunity of 
coming to call — what could be the meaning 
of it? The squire, thus appealed to, left his 
seat in the background, and came to the win- 
dow with such nervous haste, that her lady- 
ship expected to see him go head foremost 
through the panes into a laurustinus bush on 
the lawn ; but he was unablo, though he 
rubbed his bald forehead till it shone again, 
to account for the phenomenon, otherwise 
than by considering it to be a piece of most 
particular impudence on the part of the trarap- 
ers, entitling them to pains and penalties, 
which he, as a magistrate, was ready, in his 
ardor to oblige Lady Lee, forthwith to inflict. 
Bat Rosa’s entrance cut short these hostile 
designs ; for, at her explanation, Lady Lee con- 
fided Mr. Holmes and his family to the hos- 
pitality of the housekeeper, and decided that 
the performance should take place immediately 
after lunch, which was now waiting for the 
equestrians. 

While the two girls were slipping off their 
riding-dresses, they had a debate, principally 
conducted by Rosa, on the subject or the 
ing, mysterious, gentlemanly corporal, 
was of opinion that he could be nothing 
short of a disguised nobleman, though she 
did not settle his precise rank in the peerage. 
Orelia said little, but, like the silent parrot, 
perhaps she thought the more. 


Mr. Dubbley was attired in his choicest 
raiment for the visit, and smiled incessantly, 
frequently beginning sentences, and then 
leaving off in the middle, thus destroying any 
small chance his hearers might otherwise 
have had of divining his meaning, and 
hurriedly rubbing the bald part of his head, 
as if he were very hot, which indeed be 
seemed to be. But after a glass or two of 
wine he became more confident and cohe- 
rent. 

44 Fine day for riding,” said he to Orelia ; 
44 uncommon fine — never saw a finer. South- 
erly winds and a cloudy sky. They say, you 
know, that when the wind is in the south it 
blows the bait into the fish’s mouth.” 

44 And, therefore, ’t is a favorable day for 
riding, eh, Dubbley?” quoth Bagot, smiling 
on the ladies. 44 My friend Dubbley 's allu- 
sions are, perhaps, a little obscure some- 
times.” 

The squire, though he did n’t understand 
Bagot ’s speech, perceived the intention to 
make fun of him, and rubbed his forehead 
with a yellow silk pocket-handkerchief, till, 
between friction and the moisture produced 
by nervous agitation, it attained a very high 
degree of polish. 

44 How can people say Mr. Dubbley ’s not 
bright?” whispered Orelia to Lady Lee. 44 1 
can see my own reflection in his forehead 
as plainly as in that dish-cover before him.” 

44 Are you going on with your improve- 
ments at Monkstone, Mr. Dubbley?” asked 
Lady Lee. 

Mr. Dubbley, at the moment the question 
was put, happened to be drinking some bottled 
ale, and, in his hurry to make reply, the 
fluid went the wrong way, and ran out 
again, partially, through his nose. 

44 Going on capital well, my lady,” an- 
swered the squire, ns soon as ho had done 
choking. 44 There ’s one thing I think you ’d 
like most particular — a summer-house on 
the plan of a Grecian pagoda, w ith a turpen- 
tine walk leading up to it, that takes you all 
round by the cabbage-beds, and along by the 
back of the stables.” 

44 Are all your improvements confined to 
the exterior of Monkstone?” asked Lady 
Lee. 

44 By no means,” answered the squire ; 
44 some of them are going on in the shrubbery. 
Your ladyship ’s no conception w’hat money 
I ’ve spent on plants and bushes lately. ( 1 
got a good many hints from Dixon, Sir Chris- 
topher’s head-gardener. There ’s no better 
agriculturist than Dixon ; and if ever he 
leaves Sir Christopher, I ’ll get him to come 
to me. I ’m no great hand myself at fancy 
gardening, though I ’ll grow marrowfat peas 
and early cabbages against any man for a 
ten-pound note.” 

44 We ’re going to have a little conjuring 
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presently, Mr. Dubbley,” said Rosa. “ Arc 
you fonaof that kind of amusement?” 

“Mr. Dubbley can’t do any juggling, I 
know,” said Julius, who was percned on a 
chair by his friend Rosa, with nis eyebrows 
on a level with his plate. 

“How do you know that?” asked the 
squire, smiling on him. 

“ Because L heard Uncle Bag say yesterday 
that you were no conjurer,” said Julius. 

“ Silence, you villain !” said Bagot, shaking 
bis fist at him. “ Little boys should be seen, 
and not heard.” But Mr. Dubbley took the 
insinuation quite literally. 

“ Very true,” said he, “ I ’ve no turn for 
that sort of thing ; 1 ’m all plain and above- 
board. But I don’t mind seeing jugglers, 
though some of their tricks do make one think 
that they ’ve sold themselves to the — to the 
old gentleman,” said the squire, adopting the 
most elegant periphrasis be could think of for 
the unmentionable word he had blundered on. 

“Come,” said Rosa, “as we’ve all fin- 
ished, we ’ll go to see the performance.” 

Accordingly, they adjourned to another 
room, having a curtain drawn across one end, 
which, being lifted, revealed the venerable 
conjurer attired in the same magical costume 
he was accustomed to appear in at fairs. 
Before him stood a box covered with a cloth, 
and, the audience being seated, Mr. Holmes 
proceeded to execute sundry feats of legerde- 
main. But first he made a speech, caution- 
ing them by no means to allow their attention 
to be withdrawn by any conversation he might 
address to them while executing his sleight- 
of-hand, as his remarks would be all made 
with a view of more easily deceiving their 
eyes, while their minds were thus distracted 
by his eloquence. This charming candor had 
a great effect on the audience, impressing 
them with a profound idea of the magician’s 
perfect faith, and disposing them to be alert 
tor the detection of his tricks, while they were 
more than ever convinced that their alertness 
must be baffled. 

There was nothing particularly new, or 
especially marvellous, in the performance, the 
feats being the same that Mr. Holmes bod 
been in the habit of exhibiting for the last 
half-century; nevertheless, seldom had he 
performed to a more attentive or interested 
audience. The only people inclined to make 
any disturbance were Julius, who, seated in 
Rosa's lap, broke out into shouts of delight, 
and struggled to rush behind the curtain alter 
each feat that took his fancy; and Miss 
Fiiiett, who, being nervous and somewhat 
superstitious, occasionally shrieked, as she 
stood behind among the other servants, and 
then giggled hysterically. 

Among other feats, he borrowed a shilling 
from Mr. Dubbley, and also his hat, which 
the squire surrendered not without misgiv- 
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lugs ; and, putting the shilling under the 
hat, requested that gentleman to remove the 
hat, when a guinea-pig appeared, to his great 
surprise and pleasure. Then the conjurer 
pretended not to know what had become of 
the shilling, till, perceiving that Mr. Dubbley 
was getting uneasy at the non-appearance of 
the coin, he directed him to look in the heel 
of his shoe, where it was found. “ ’Pon my 
life,” said Mr. Dubbley, “ ’tis quite incredu- 
lous ! I could n’t have believed it if I had n’t 
seen it.” 

Afterwards he drew a circle on the floor 
with a bit of chalk, and requested Mr. Dub- 
bley — whom he appeared to consider a suita- 
ble neophyte — to place himself within it. 
But the squire stood secretly in great awe of 
witchcraft, and had once seen Der Freyschutz, 
at the London opera ; consequently, he hung 
back, dimly expecting that, in the event ot 
his compliance, the room might suddenly be 
darkened, and himself surrounded by evil 
genii, summoning him to surrender his soul to 
the enemy of mankind. 

“ No, hang it, no !” said the squire, wiping 
his forehead, and affecting to laugh knowingly, 
as the magician solemnly beckoned to him ; 
“no, no, none of those tricks — one never 
knows what those fellows may be at.” But 
looking round, and seeing a half-smile on 
Lady Lee’s face, while Julius at the same 
time nearly struggled himself out of Rosa’s 
arms, in his eagerness to be subjected to the 
magical influence, the squire, saying “ Eh ! 
well, never, mind ; but are you sure ’t is all 
right? — no humbug, you know,” advanced 
lingeringly, and took up the position assigned 
him, with one foot at a time, amidst a sup- 
pressed chuckle from the servants ; while 
Orelia, with her under lip a little protruded, 
and her mouth and nostril curved, looked at 
him with superb scorn. The only person who 
seemed to sympathize with him was Miss 
Fillett, who. uttered two little shrieks as he 
entered the magic ring. Then the necro- 
mancer desired him to drink somo wine-and- 
water from a charmed goblet, which he at 
first declined to do, till Mr. Holmes himself 
sipped a little of it, assuring him ’t was veri- 
table wine-and-water, such as he had drunk 
at lunch, when he was persuaded to take it ; 
and muttering, “ No tricks ! damme, I ’m a 
justice of the peace,” swallowed the contents. 
Then Mr. Holmes took a bit of wood like a 
ruler, which be handed round for inspection. 
“ No deception, ladies,” said he; and, ap- 
plying it to various parts of the squire’s 
person, proceeded to draw from his ear, his 
elbow, and the bald part of his head, as if he 
had been a barrel, the wine-and-water they 
had just seen him drink, receiving it in the 
goblet, and subsequently offering it to any 
person inclined to be sceptical. Be was pro- 
ceeding with some more tricks when Mr. Dub- 
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bley feted out of the circle, feeling his ear, 
and looking at the elbow of his coat, while ex- 
claiming — “ No, hang it, ’t is somebody else's 
turn now — one of you try !” 

After some more feats, Mr. Holmes set np 
Punch’s theatre, and performed the drama of 
that personage’s life, with some variations 
invented by himself. The dog Toby, a small 
grizzled cur with a white face, misbehaved 
on this occasion, attacking Pick, Julius’ cat, 
who had followed his master into the room ; 
but the valiant Pick, accustomed to lord it 
supreme over all the dogs of the household, 
received him with such a scientific one, two, 
on the nose and eyes, that the dog Toby re- 
treated howling, but presently returned to the 
charge, notwithstanding the formidable ap- 
pearance of his antagonist, who suddenly 
swelled, tail and all, to double his ordinary 
size ; whereupon Julius, slipping out of 
Rosa’s arms, rushed to the rescue, and ad- 
ministered a kick that caused Toby to relin- 
quish his hostile intent of reprisal. 

The lost part of the performance was the 
introduction of Mr. Holmes’ little grandchild, 
about Julius’ age, who was broach t in by his 
mother, a slatternly, resigned-looking woman. 
The child, who was of a pale and serious as- 
pect, was dressed in short drawers, pink hose, 
rosettes in his shoes, and a spangled doublet 
and girdle. He commenced by letting his 
legs slide out under him till they formed but 
one horizontal line, touching the floor; next, 
resting on his heels and hands, he bent back- 
wards, and picked up pins with his eyelids ; 
shouldered one leg like a musket, ana, turn- 
ing both over bis back, hopped on his hands 
like a frog — all w ith much sadness and so- 
lemnity. Julius was enchanted, and whis- 
pered to Rosa that he should like to be able 
to do that, and to wear a spangled coat ; but 
Rosa said she thought he had better stick to 
his own line, which was the legitimate drama ; 
for Julius could repeat, 44 My name is Nor- 
val,” 44 To be or not to be,” and 44 Is it a dag- 
ger?” with good emphasis and discretion, and 
with appropriate gestures — accomplishments 
which ltosa seized the opportunity to cause 
him at once to exhibit, while Mr. Holmes 
looked on with a patronizing air. Then Lady 
Lee, calling Julius to her, desired him to 
fetch some of his playthings, which, together 
with a large plum-cake, he was to bestow on 
the little boy — the poor little boy who had 
nobody to give him playthings; and Julius 
forthwith endowed his young friend with the 
same, who received them without a smile, 
and handed them to his mother, who placed 
them under her shawl, and told him to thank 
the little gentleman. 

44 1 suppose that’s your daughter?” said 
Lady Lee to Mr. Holmes. 

44 My daughter-in-law,” said Mr. Holmes, 
bowing. 


44 Does she perform in any way?” inquired 
Lady Lee. 

Mr. Holmes shrugged his shoulders with a 
somewhat contemptuous grimace. 44 No tal- 
ent,” said he ; 44 we tried her as a Columbine 
at one time; but the dress — ’t is n’t every 
one that can dress in tights” (looking down 
with great pride on his own drumsticks), and 
then added in a whisper, laying his finger on 
his nose, 44 Thick, beefy, clumsy !” 

44 And the poor little boy?” said Lady Lee ; 
44 he looks sickly. Is n’t he well ?” 

44 Not strong enough for the profession , I ’m 
afraid,” said Mr. Holmes; “talent, but no 
stamina.” The pale mother sighed, and 
pressed the boy’s hand. Rosa noticed the 
action. 

44 Why do you allow him to do these tricks, 
if he is not able?” said Rosa to the mother ; 
44 it seems quite cruel.” But the woman gave 
her to understand it was quite against her 
wishes and prayers that the despotic Mr. 
Holmes persisted in training the boy, not- 
withstanding a child of hers had previously 
died under the discipline. 

44 Dear, how dreadful! — and such an old 
man too! How old are you?” asked Rosa 
aloud of Mr. Holmes. The woman hastily 
whispered to her that he did n’t like to be re- 
minded of his age ; and Mr. Holmes Affecting 
not to hear the question, the subject dropped. 

Mr. Holmes, having now been rewarded so 
liberally as to call forth his very finest bow, 
and thanks in a set speech, prepared to depart. 
But first he was taken aside by the squire, 
who had conceived the idea that some insight 
into the art of conjuring might raise him 
greatly in the estimation of society io general, 
and particularly in that of Lady Lee. 

44 Is it pretty easy, now?” said the squire, 
taking Mr. Holmes confidentially by the lapel 
of his coat — 44 is it pretty easy, now, to 
learn those tricks of yours?” 

“That,” returned Mr. Holmes, 44 depends 
very much on the natural capacity ox the 
pupil.” 

44 Oh !” said the squire, who was somewhat 
doubtful of his own talents for acquiring any- 
thing not of a sporting nature ; 44 and did you 
ever teach anybody?” 

44 Did I ever teach anybody?” repeated Mr. 
Holmes, gravely. 44 You are not then aware, 
sir, that legerdemain is an extremely fashion- 
able pursuit?” 

44 Never heard of it before,” said the squire, 
baffled by the long word. 44 1 ’m talking 
of those tricks you ’ve been showing us.” 

44 That is legerdemain,” said Mr. Holmes, 
loftily. 44 1 have had the honor, sir, of in- 
structing some of the first noblemen in tha 
land in the art.” 

44 God bless me !” cried the squire ; 44 who 
would have thought it ? And are your terms 
pretty reasonable ?” 
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Mr. Holmes rubbed his chin thoughtfully, 
and his nose also, for he could not easily rub 
one without the other. “ Lord Thorough pin” 
(a nobleman well-known in sporting and 
fashionable circles) “ was my last pupil, and 
he paid me two guineas a lesson,” said he. 

“ And did he learn it all in one lesson ?” 
asked the squire. 

“ In three lessons, and with a good deal 
of practice, he mastered one trick,” answered 
the showman. 

“Six guineas for one trick!” cried the 
squire; “but you’d do it cheaper in the 
country, would n’t you? Hang it, no. I ’ll 
give up the idea,” he thought — “too ex- 
pensive.” 

Bagot stept out, when the performance 
was over, to have a little talk with Miss Fil- 
lett, whoso cooperation he was anxious to 
secure in his design upon Mr. Dubblcy. 

“ Come here, Kitty,” quoth Bagot, beck- 
oning her into the breakfast-room ; “ you 
can be a sharp girl, if you like — deuced 
sharp. Now, if you ’ll just follow my advice, 
and say nothing about it to any of your gos- 
sips (the tongue, by Jove, is a devilish deal 
the worst part about you womens — if you ’ll be 
muin, and do as you ’re told, I ’ll make it worth 
your while. This shall be the first instal- 
ment, Kitty,” displaying a five-pound note. 

Kitty stood before him primly, with her 
hands in the pockets of her upron. 

“ I wish to ask one question, if you please, 
Colonel Lee,” said Miss Fillett. “ Is it any- 
thing that ’s not proper for a respectable 
young female to do?” 

“Bother!” said Bagot; “you know Mr. 
Dubbley of Monkstone, who ’s upstairs now ?” 

“ I should think I did,” said Miss Fillett, 
“ and a saucy gentleman he is. I shall tell 
him a piece of my mind the next time he 
winks his eye upon me.” 

“ No, don’t mind him,” said the colonel, 
grinning ; “ he don’t mean any harm : he 
comes here to make love to your mistress.” 

“ Ho, ho !” said Kitty, scornfully tossing 
up her head ; “ what ’ll he take for his chance, 
I wonder? Dubbley, indeed! Ho, ho! — 
the idea ’s perdisterous, colonel.” 

“Of course it is,” returned the colonel; 
“ but I don’t w r ant him to know that. For 
certain reasons of my ow r n, which don’t mat- 
ter to you — perhaps I ’vo got a bet about it, 
perhaps I haven’t — but, for reasons of my 
own, I want him to think he ’s got a chance ; 
and he ’ll never think so if you don’t put it 
in his head. You can do that if you like.” 

Kitty nodded. “ I could persuade him 
anything,” said she; “why, he ain’t got 
the wit of a child in some things.” 

“ Of course you could,” said Bagot. “Well, 
just you put it in his head, every now and 
then, that his courtship is going on swim- 
mingly*” 


WIDOWHOOD. 

“ Hexcellent exclaimed Miss Fillett ; “I ’ll 
engage to pun up his conceit so, that he will 
make a honor in a week, if necessary.” 

“Ah, but it ’8 not necessary,” said Bagot ; 
“don’t you see, ho ’d get such a reply as 
would prevent him from trying his luck here 
any more, and there would be an end of the 
business. No ; you must tell him to wait for 
your instructions, Kittv, as to the proper 
time for doing that, flay with him, -Kitty. 
Tell him of remarks her ladyship has passed 
upon him, and make them warm or cold, as 
required ; and the deuce is in it if you don’t 
make something handsome out of him, besides 
what I shall give you ; to say nothing of the 
fun of the thing. You love a little bit of 
mischief, Kitty, eh ?” 

Miss Fillett did not disown the soil im- 
peachment, but rather confirmed it by at once 
entering into Bagot’s views, and accepting 
the bank-note as a retaining-fee, promising 
herself diversion as well as profit in the busi- 
ness. 

Mr. Holmes, having resumed the costume of 
ordinary life, and packed his stage-property 
into bis caravan, together with his relations, 
now left the grounds, to disappear for some 
time both from the neighborho<xl and from our 
story. 

CHAPTER IX. 

Bagot having, as he considered, done pen- 
ance the greater part of the day in ladies* 
society, resolved to indemnify himself by a 
snug dinner in his own quarters. 

These were situated at the back of one of 
the wings of the house, and were fitted up 
in conformity with the taste of the inhabitant. 
The furniture was comfortable, and adapted 
for lounging ; no infernal humbug about it, 
Bagot said. You might throw your leg over 
the arm of the chair when you chose to adopt 
that position, without fear of a crash ; and 
the legs of the table were not likely to give 
way if any one sat on it, or even if a con- 
vivial gentleman performed a war-dance there- 
on after dinner, as had happened once or 
twice during Bagot’s occupancy. Some wine- 
glasses and tumblers stood on a shelf against 
the wall, together with a case of bottles, so 
that there was no necessity to summon a ser- 
vant whenever he wanted a dram, w'hich was 
fortunate for the servant. There were some 
pictures on the wall, recording various racing 
events, on one of which Bagot had made what 
he called a “ pot of money.” Whips and 
spurs were plentifully scattered about, with 
here and there a stray running-rein, bit, or 
martingale. For literature, there were a 
sporting newspaper and a scurrilous one, and 
two or three volumes, one of which contained 
the memoirs of an illustrious woman, who has 
confided her love affairs to the public, and 
who, though never included in the list of 
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popular authoresses, may justly be considered 
as belonging to the number. Bagot had 
known this Messalina in his youth, and used 
to hint that be considered himself deuced 
lucky in not having his name stuck in the me- 
moirs, though it is difficult to see how that 
could have affected his character. 

To this retreat Bagot had directed a snug 
dinner to be conveyed — mullagatawny soup, 
grilled turkey, and a saddle of mutton — in- 
tending* to get through the evening as well as 
he could in his own society, which was to 
him, of an evening, a dreadful affliction. He 
used to say that, though Bagot Lee was a 
deuced good fellow, he did n’t know a more 
infernal hore to bo alone with after dinner. 
On opening the door he was, therefore, pleased 
as well as surprised to see a figure seated in 
an easy attitude before the fire. 

This unexpected visitor was a thin, wiry, 
rather tall man ; he had hollow cheeks, an 
aquiline nose, and a bronze complexion. His 
eye was greenish in color, small, and open, so 
that you saw the full circle — and was un- 
softened by eyelashes, for he had none. The 
thin lips, being habitually drawn back, had 
created in his cheeks two rigid lines, reach- 
ing from his nostrils to below his mouth, and 
more strongly chiseled than his age, which 
was about thirty, warranted. He had a thin 
crop of hair, and a prominent skull-like fore- 
head. The expression was one of indomit- 
able assurance, self-confidence, and reckless- 
ness, giving one the idea that he was exoel- 
lently well-pleased with himself, without 
having any great reason to be so. 

Mr. Seager — that was his name — was a 
fust man ; so fast, that he had long ago out- 
run the constable, that functionary having 
for many years toiled after him in vain. He 
betted a good deal, and generally won ; but 
his winnings, like the winnings of most know- 
ing men, never seemed to enrich him. He 
lived altogether in public — at clubs, billiard- 
tables, and race-meetings — and thus pos- 
sessed an enormous circle of acquaintance, at 
least two thirds of whom were rather shy of 
him. But this state of social difficulty, where 
he had, as it were, to hold on to the edge of 
society with both hands to keep himself in 
position, gave him far more pleasure, by em- 
ploying his prevailing qualities of impudence 
and vigilance, than he possibly could have 
found in a life of ease and popularity. 

. However, there were some who considered 
him not a bad fellow in general, and, more- 
over, to be respected for his knowing quali- 
ties. “Cool hand, that fellow!” “Devilish 
hard to get over him !” such was the style of 
encomium passed on him by his panegyrists, 
of whom Bagot was one, though without any 
great reason ; for if among the numerous 
mischievous spirits that accompanied poor 
Bagot in his career through life, any one was 


especially entitled to be called his evil genius, 
that one was Mr. Seager. 

Bagot looked up to Seager for the same 
reason that Dubbley looked up to Bagot — 
on account of his superior sagacity in sport- 
ing matters. Not but that Bagot’s intellect 
was iust as acute as Seager’s, but he had 
drawbacks which Seager bad not. For in- 
stance, Bagot was fond of the society he fre- 
quented for his own sake. He was rather 
popular in it, and would have been sorry to 
risk his popularity by any act likely to lower 
him in the estimation of the world he lived 
in. In fact, though he had no very strong 
sense of honor, he had the fear of public 
opinion, which is perhaps, with the majority, 
its not inefficient substitute. Seager was care- 
less of the good opinion of his associates, and 
only required their toleration, thus widening 
considerably his field of action ; for there are 
numerous acts on which the world, whether 
the sporting, the fashionable, or any other 
world belonging to our social system, may see 
fit to express a negative disapprobation, with- 
out passing positive sentence on the offender. 
Bagot would sometimes lend money to a needy 
acquaintance who applied to him, not so 
much because he was really good-natured, as 
because he wished to possess the reputation 
of being so. Nobody ever detected Seager in 
the commission of any such error. In fact, 
Bagot, in all his transactions and habits, 
was under an influence that Seager, going 
among his fellow-men antagonistically, as & 
spy enters an enemy’s camp, did not acknowl- 
edge ; and so it was that the latter, strong in 
his concentrated selfishness, seldom met with 
his match in his own peculiar walk. 

“ Ilillo ! where did you come from, old 
chap! What the deuce brought you here? ” 
was Bagot’s greeting. 

“ I thought I should astonish your weak 
mind,” said Mr. Seager, holding out bis left 
hand, without rising. “ ’Tis rather a good 
joke, my coming to a place like this. Sit down 
and I ’ll tell you all aoout it. Don’t give your- 
self any trouble. I told them to lay the table 
for two.” 

“ Well, never mind telling me what brought 
you here now,” said Bagot ; “ keep it till 
after dinner. I hate any bother iust before 
dinner ; here you are, and that ’s enough. 
Gad, Seager, I thought I was in for a solitary 
evening.” 

Mr. Seager laughed a little hard, grim 
laugh, and after a pause repeated it. 

“ Excuse me, Lee, but I was thinking what: 
you would do if you ever had the misfortune 
to be clapt into jail at any time — (and not so 
very unlikely, you know). Four bare walls, 
a bed, and your own society. Damme, Lee, 
you ’d go stark staring mad in a fortnight’s 
solitary. I ’ll take you seven to four you M 
be a lunatic in thirteen days.” 
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“Stop Mat!” said Bagot, from the inner 
room, where he had gone to wash his hands ; 
“ I shall be obliged to you to find something 
pleasant to talk about and he growled out 
something not very flattering to Mr. Seager’s 
tact in his choice of topics in general, but 
which was lost in the noise he made in the 
washing-basin. 44 What sort of a book have 
you made for the next event?” 

. 41 Capital !” said Seager, with another 
little hard laugh. 44 1 may win seven thou- 
sand, and I can't lose more than a pony, let 
things go as bad as they like. Good men, 
too — Broughton gave me fifty to one in 
twenties against Titbury when ho was an 
outsider.” 

44 Lucky beggar!” said Bagot, arranging 
his coat und sitting down, as the dinner was 

F laced on the table. 44 If I could afford it, 
’d give you a thousand a year to make my 
book for me — and I don’t consider myself a 
bad hand either. And how about the match 
with my lord ?” 

44 Beat him , of course,” said Seager ; 14 ’t was 
the best of eleven games, you know. Now, I 
think, out of the eleven I could have won nine 
if I chose, but I let him run away with five, 
and only won the match by a run of thirteen 
off the balls ; consequence is, he ’s all anxiety 
for another trial.” 

44 In which, of course, you won’t gratify 
him, on any account,” said Bagot, chuck- 
ling. 

44 1 ’m affocting shy at present,” said 
Seager. 44 Told him ’t was ail luck, and he 
could give me points. I really shouldn’t 
wonder if I got odds from him in the end. 
His conceit of his own play is ridiculous, you 
know.” 

44 If you don’t take that out of him, he *s 
incurable,” said Bagot. 44 Did you make a 
pretty good thing of it ?” 

44 Pretty well,” returned Seager. 44 He 
paid up like a trump, and not before ’t was 
wanted, I can tell you, for I was precious 
hard up. By the by, Lee, I ’m afraia I must 
dun you for that hundred and fifty.” 

44 Can’t you be quiet till after dinner?” 
growled Bagot, laying down his knife and 
fork, highly disgusted. 44 1 vow to gad ’t is 
enough to convert one’s victuals into poison, 
to be reminded of such infernal matters just 
when one is beginning to feel a little comfort- 
able.” 

44 Quite right, old fellow — I apologi: 
We will, as you say, postpone the subject, 
especially as that was n’t the only cause of 
my coming. You must know I was consider- 
ing the other night, at the club, what part of 
the country I should favor with my presence 
for a few weeks ; for, owing to certain rea- 
mns, town was getting too hot for me ; and, 
happening to take up the paper, I stumbled 
on a paragraph stating that the — th dra- 


goons were coming to Doddington. Now, I 
knew the regiinont some years back, when 
they used to shake their elbows a little” 
(imitating the motion of rattling a dice-box), 
41 and it struck me I might live at free quar- 
ters with you, and perhaps do a little business 
with the bones” (Anglice, dice), 44 at the 
sarno time. So here I am for a day or two, 
at any rate — and to-morrow we ’ll knock up 
those fellows’ quarters.” 

44 A deuced good move,” said Bagot, 44 and 
one I was intending to make myself. I dine 
with them to-morrow, and so shall you. 
Take some sherry, my boy !” 

When dinner was removed, both drew their 
chairs up to the fire, and helped themselves 
to a few glasses of wine, by way of formality, 
before setting into serious drinking. Both 
lit their cigars ; but first Bagot rose, and, 
unlocking a drawer, carde back with a bundle 
of notes, some of which he selected, and 
handed them across to his companion, saying 
— 44 There ’s your money ; now let ’s have no 
more cursed dunning.” 

Mr. Seager was pleasantly surprised, for 
ho had not expected such prompt and satis- 
factory payment. His inquiries drew from 
Bagot (who was rather proud of his own 
shrewdness, and anxious for the approbation 
of so good a judge as Seager) an account of 
the mode in which he had obtained the sup- 
p'y- 

Seager sat for a little while silent, smoking 
vigorously. Bagot had presented him with a 
congenial subject for thought. Presently he 
asked — 44 Is this the only time you ’ve tried 
the dodge?” 

44 Why, ’t is the only chance I ’ve had,” 
answered Bagot. 44 One doesn’t meet with 
rich greenhorns like Dubbley every day.” 

44 You must trot her ladyship out a little,” 
quoth Seagjer. 44 By Jove, old fellow, with 
such cards in your hand, you ought to make a 
good thing of it ; but you ’ll want a friend to 
help you. A man like Dubbley may bo 
managed single-handed, but two will be l>etter 
another time. I ’m your man. In the first 
place, there must be a little puffing — rich 
widow, great beauty, and all that sort of 
thing, in the George Robins style — which 
you could n’t do yourself with decency. As 
i said, I ’m your man, and you must do as 
much for me another time. When I want a 
man to pull the strings and set the machinery 
going, I shall look to you.” 

Bagot made no direct reply, not caring to 
entertain the subject, which (though Seager ’s 
suggestions harmonized exactly with his own 
ideas on it) wore, certainly, rather a dirty 
aspect, when deliberately discussed. How- 
ever, he thought there was, after all, no 
greater harm in borrowing money on these 
grounds than on any other ; for Bagot — like 
all men living beyond their means, who are 
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not downright swindlers — in all his borrow- 
ings and extravagance, had some dim, hazy 
notion of a grand settling day, when every- 
thing was to be made square, though he never 
succeeded in realizing very distinctly the 
mode in which it was to be done. 

“ What sort of a woman is this Lady Lee !” 
asked Seagcr, presently. 

“ Why, between you and me, as friends,” 
returned Bagot, “ I may say that I dislike 
her confoundedly — I always did. I think I 
should have disliked most women in her 
place, but I ’ve special objections to her.” 

“ Why should you dislike any woman in 
her place?” asked Seager. 

“Why?” almost scouted Bagot — “ why? 
Because when my poor nephew, Joe, married, 
he cut me out of the chance of the estate. If 
he hadn't married, he couldn’t have had an 
heir.” # 

“ Decidedly not,” said Seager, with a 
grin. “ So there ’s a boy, is there? Good 
constitution, eh?” 

“Strong as a lion,” said Bagot; “and 
I ’m glad of it. He ’s a good little chap, and 
I don’t wish him any harm ; but you must 
admit ’t was enough to try a fellow’s temper 
to find one ’s self cut out for the sake of a 
mew ling soft-faced thing in petticoats. ’ T was 
done while I was in France, or I should have 
tried to stop it. However, Joe was so much 
younger than me, that I never expected to 
outlive him. ’T is since the poor fellow’s 
death that I’ve been most vexed by the 
thought of what I ’ve been done out of.” 

“Gad!” said Seager, “after that, you 
need n't trouble yourself to state your special 
objections to her. If she was the finest 
woman that ever stept, I consider it your duty 
to hate her like the devil.” 

“ Besides,” said Bagot, “ she ’s as proud 
as Lucifer, and deuced sarcastic. You we no 
idea what I ’ve got to put up with from her. 
If I wasn’t a good-tempered fellow, I 
should tell her my mind pretty plainly. As 
it is I can hardly help flaring up sometimes.” 

“ Don’t do anything of the sort,” said 
Seager ; “ you can do much better by keeping 
on good terms with her. If I were in your 
place, now, every time she offended me I ’d 
put it in my pocket, and console myself with 
the thought of paying her off in a more profita- 
ble fashion than quarrelling. However, I ’m 
glad to find that you ’ll be quite justified in 
considering your own interest only in connec- 
tion with her. Damme, Lee, if I think she ’s 
entitled to the smallest consideration.” 

Bngot shook his head revengefully, and 
breathed hard. Between Seager ’s speeches 
and his own potations, he saw his wrongs 
through a more inflammatory medium than 
usual. His wrath seemed to makA him 
thirsty, too, for his tumbler now began to be 
refilled with great frequency. Presently 


Seager proposed a hand at iearit — and they 
accordingly commenced playing. 

Bagot, when bis head was quite clear — 
which it seldom was at this hour of the even- 
ing — played very well ; but ho never was a 
match for Seager, all whose soul, or instincts 
rather, were absorbed in the game. There 
was something feline in the expression of hia 
hard, unwinking eye, so round aod bare of 
eyelashes, as it darted from his own cards to 
those which his adversary played out on the 
table ; while his mouth was retracted, and 
fixed in a grim half-smile. Winning or los- 
ing, his face wore the same watchful look — 
whereas Bagot ’s frown would deepen to a 
scowl over a bad hand ; and, when fortune 
favored him, he. would rap down a succession 
of winning cards with somewhat boisterous 
exultation. 

At length Bagot ’s potations, which were 
not in the least interrupted by the game, 
rendered the cards somewhat misty and ob- 
scure to his sight. After having twice dis- 
carded his best trumps, and forgotten to mark 
the king, be threw down his bond, and pushed 
his chair away from the table. 

“ (Dome, one game more !” said Seager. 

“ No, sir !” said Bagot, sternly ; “ no, sir ! 
I ’ve had enough of it, sir !” 

Seager perceived that Bagot had reached 
the turning-point in his drink, and was pass- 
ing into the ferocious and quarrelsome stage, 
as he was always pretty sure to do after los- 
ing. 

“ Well, leave it alone, then !” said Seager. 

“ I shall leave it alone, sir, or I shall not 
leave it alone,” said Bagot, thickly, and with 
increased sternness and dignity. “ I shall do 
exactly what I see fit, sir. Understand that I 
shall exercise my own discretion on that 
point, sir! and on every other, sir — every 
other, sir!” 

“ Well, don’t be savage, old fellow,” said 
Seager. 

“ I shall be savage, sir, or I shall not be 
savage, as I shall consider best!” returned 
the uncompromising Bagot, letting his voice 
slip into falsetto at every other syllable. 
“ You ’ve won your money, sir, and that ’s 
enough for you ! Never mind, sir ! ” 

“ You ’re a pleasant old boy,” said Seager, 
settling himself comfortably in his arm-chair. 
“ I think I ’ll smoke a cigar.” 

Bagot mixed another tumbler of grog, 
breathing hard all the time. Seager was ac- 
customed to his little irregularities of temper 
about this hour of the night, and didn’t take 
much notice of him. Presently Bagot com- 
menced again. 

“ Old boy !” repeated Bagot, slowly, and 
with utterance not the most fluent ; “ will 
you have the goodness, sir, to inform me who 
you called old ooy ? Might I request informa- 
tion on that point, sir?” The dignity with 
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\rhich this question was put was not to be 
surpassed. 

“Never mind, old fellow,” said Seager, 
puffing away at his cigar, “ you shall be os 
youn^ as you like.” 

“ No, sir,” said Bagot, rapping slowly on 
the table with his knuckles, ana glaring at 
the stopper of the decanter before him as if it 
were the offending party. “ No, sir — excuse 
me — I shall not be as young as I like ; I 
shall be no younger than I am, sir, at your 
bidding, nor at any other person’s — not an 
hour, sir! — not an hour, sir!” repeated 
Bagot, in every sentence remaining longer in 
the treble before descending to the bass, and 
slowly bringing his gaze round till it rested 
grimly on his guest. “ Your conversation, 
sir, is unpleasant, and your manner is quar- 
relsome. I regret, sir, to be compelled to 
leave you ana poor Bagot rose with diffi- 
culty, and made unsteadily towards tho door 
of his bedroom. Having with some difficulty 
opened it, he paused a moment on the thres- 
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hold, and glaring on Seager said : — “ You 
shall hear from me, sir, through a friend, in 
the morning ” — after which he disappeared, 
and was presently heard snoring heavily. 

“Shocking old fool when he’s screwed,” 
said Seager, throwing his cigar into the fire, 
and going off to his bedroom, where he slept 
comfortably and quietly ; .while poor Bagot, 
the victim of a troop of nightmares, puffed 
and gasped the livelong night, through his 
hot, parched, open mouth, in a slumber that 
looked not very unlike strangulation. 

The next morning Bagot submitted rather 
sulkily to Mr. Seager ’s not very refined bad- 
inage on the subject of his intemperance on 
the previous night. They went over the 
stables together — afterwards rode out ; and, 
on returning, played billiards, and drank cold 
brandy -and- water till it was time to dress and 
proceed to Poddington, to dine with the 
dragoons — whither they went in a dog-cart, 
and enjoyed themselves, as will appear in the 
next chapter. 


From Household Words. 

THE SECRET OF THE STREAM. 

When the silver stars looked down from heaven 
To smile the world to rest, 

A woman, from all refuge driven, 

Her little babe caressed, 

And thus she sang : 

“ Sleep within thy mother’s arms, 

Folded to thy mother’s heart, 

Folded to the breast that warms 
Only from its inward smart, 

Only from the pent-up flame 
Burning fiercely at its core, 

Cherished by my loss and shame : 

Shall I live to suffer more ? 

Shall I live to bear the pangs 
Of the world’s neglect and scorn ? 

Hark ! the distant belfry clangs 
Welcome to the coming mom. 

Shall I live to see it rise ? 

Is *t not better far to die ? 

Shall I gaze upon the skies — 

Gaze upon them shamelessly ? 

Clasp me, babe, around my neck, 

Do not fear me for the sobs 
That I cannot, cannot oheck. 

Oh ! another moment robs 
Life of all its painful breath, 

Waking U9 from this sad dream. 

E’en the wretched rest in death. 

Hark! the murmur of the stream. 
Nestle closely, cheek to cheek ; 

Let us hasten to the wave. 

Where is found what we would seek, 
Death, oblivion, and a grave.” 

And the tide rolls on forever 
Of that dark and silent river ; 


And beneath the wave-foam sparkling, 
’Mid the weeds embowered and darkling, 
There they lie near one another, 

Youthful child and youthful mother ; 

And the tide rolls on forever 
Of that swift and silent river. 


From the National JKrx 
AN APRIL RHYME. 

BT ALICE CARET. 

Ir, in the sunshine of this April morn. 

Thick as the furrows of the unsown com, 

I saw the grave-mounds darkening in the way 
That I have come, I would not therefore lay 
My brows against their shadows. Sadly brown 
May fade the boughs once blowing brightly down 
About my playing — never any more 
May fall my knocking on the homestead door, 
And never more the wild birds (pretty tilings) 
Against my yellow primrose beds their wings 
May nearly slant, as singing toward the woods 
They fly in summer. Shall I hence take moods 
Of moping melancholy — sobbings wild 
For the blue, modest eyes, that sweetly lit 
All my lost youth ? Nay ! though this rhyme 
were writ 

By funeral torches, I would yet have smiled 
Betwixt the verses, God is good, I know ; 

And though in this bad soil a time we grow 
Crooked and ugly, all the ends of things 
Must be in beauty. Love can work no ill ; 

And though we see the shadow of its wings 
Only at times, shall we not trust it still ? 

So, even for the dead I will not bind 
My soul to grief — death cannot long divide ; 

For is it not as if the ro9e that climbed. 

My garden wall, had bloomed the other side? 
JYew York , April , 1853. 
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from • late Liverpool paper. 

THE CHILDREN. 

“ Who bids for the little children — 

Body and soul and brain ; 

Who bids for the little children — 

Young and without stain ? 

Will no one bid,” said England, 

“ For their souls so pure and white, 

And fit for all good and evil 
The world on their page may write ?” 

. *« We bid,” said Pest and Famine, 

“ We bid for life and limb ; 

Fever and pain and squalor 
Their bright young eyes shall dim. 
When the children grow too many, 

We ’ll nurse them as our own, 

And hide them in secret plaoes, 

Where none may hear them moan.” 

“I bid,” said Beggary, howling, 

“ I ’ll buy them, one and all, 

I *11 teach them a thousand lessons — 

To lie, to skulk, to crawl ; 

They shall sleep in my lair like maggots, 
They shall rot in the fair sunshine ; 

And if they serve my purpose, 

I hope they *11 answer thine.” 

” And I *11 bid higher and higher,** 

Said Crime, with wolfish grin, 

“ For I love to lead the children 
Through the pleasant paths of sin. 

They shall swarm in the streets to pilfer, 
They shall plague the broad highway, 
Till they grow too old for pity, 

And ripe for the law to slay. 

“ Prison and hulk and gallows 
Are many in the land, 

*T were folly not to use them. 

So proudly as they stand. 

Give me the little children, 

I *11 take them as they *re born ; 

And I *11 feed their evil passions 
With misery and scorn. 

“ Give me the little children, 

Ye good, ye rich, ye wise, 

And let the busy world spin round 
While ye shut your idle eyes ; 

And you judges shall have work, 

And you lawyers wag the tongue ; 

And the jailors and policemen 
Shall be fathers to the young.” 

“ Oh, shame !*’ said true Religion, 

“ Oh, shame, that this should be ! 

/ HI take the little children — 

I *11 take them all to me. 

I *11 raise them up with kindness 
From the mire in which they *ve trod , 

I *11 teach them words of blessing, 

I *11 lead them up to God.” 

** Yon *re not the true religion,** 

Said a Sect with flashing eyes ; 

“ Nor thou,” said another scowling — 

“ Thou *rt heresy and lies.** 

“ You shall not have the children,” 

Said a third, with shout and yell ; 


“ You *re antichrist and bigot — 

You *d train them up for hell.” 

And England, sorely puzzled 
To see such battle strong. 

Exclaimed with voice of pity — 

“Oh, friends, you do me wrong ! 

Oh, cease your bitter wrangling ! 

For till you all agree, 

I fair the little children 

Will plague both you and me.” 

But all refused to listen : — 

Quoth they — “ We bide our time 
And the bidders seized the children — 
Beggary, Filth, and Crime ; 

And the prisons teemed with victims, 

And the gallows rocked on high, 

And the thick abomination 
Spread reeking to the sky. 

From Household Words 
DIRGE. 

A fallen angel here doth rest : 

Deal gently with her, Memory ! lest 
In after years thou com*st to know 
God was more merciful than thou ! 

She cannot feel the timid peeping 
Of loving flowers — the small moss creeping 
Over her grave — the quiet weeping 
Of saltless dews ; 

She hears not — she that lies there sleeping — 
Whoe’er accuse ! 

She hears not how the wild winds crave 
An entrance to her sheltered grave ; 

Nor heeds how they bewail and moan, 

That one door closed to them alone ; 

She nothing recks the cold rains’ beating, 
The swathed turf-sod’s icy sheeting, 

Nor hears, nor answers she the greeting 
Of such cold friends ! 

Nor more, of summer suns unweeting, 

To them attends. 

Alas ! no season now has power 
To charm her for one little hour ! 

Each change and chance that men oppress 
Pass o’er her now impressionless. 

She cannot note the gradual merging 
Of Night in Day ; the Days* quick urging 
To longer Weeks ; the Weeks’ converging 
In Months — Months, Years ! 

On Time’s wide sea forever surging, 

Till heaven nears. 

The light is parted from her eye. 

The moisture on her lips is dry ; 

No smile can part them now ; no glow 
Ever again those cheeks can know. 

Harsh world ! oh, then, be not thou slow’r 
The ugly Past to bury o’er ! 

Time yet may have some sw*eets in store 
For our poor sister ; 

Life cast her off ; that self-same hour 
Death took, and kissed her ! 
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WITH A GUITAR. 

BT SHELLEY. 

The artist who this idol wrought 
To echo all harmonious thought, 

Felled a tree, while on the steep 
The winds were in their winter sleep ; 
Rocked in that repose divine 
On the wind-swept Apcnnine, 

And dreaming, some of Autumn past. 

And some of Spring approaching fast, 

And some of April buds and showers, 

And some of songs in July bowers ; 

And all of love ; and so this tree — 

0 ! that such our death may be ! — 

Died in sleep, and felt no pain. 

To live in happier form again ; 

From which, beneath heaven’s fairest star, 
The artist wrought this loved guitar, 

And taught it justly to reply 
To all who question skilfully, 

In language gentle as thine own ; 
Whispering, in enamored tone. 

Sweet oracles of woods and dells, 

And summer winds in sylvan cells ; 

For it had learnt all harmonies 
Of the plains and of the skies, 

Of the forests and the mountains 
And the many-voiced fountains, 

The clearest echoes of the hills. 

The softest notes of falling rills. 

The melodies of birds and bees, 

The murmuring of summer seas, 

And pattering rain, and breathing dew, 
And airs of evening, and it knew 
That seldom heard mysterious sound 
Which, driven on its diurnal round, 
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As it floats through boundless day. 
Our world enkindles on its way : — 
All this it knows, but will not tell 
To those who cannot question well 
The spirit that inhabits it : 

It talks according to the wit 
Of its companions, and no more 
Is heard than has been felt before, 
By those who tempt it to betray 
These secrets of an elder day. 

But, s weepy os its answers will 
Flatter hands of perfect skill, 

It keeps its highest, holiest tone 
For our beloved friend alone. 


HOMEWARD BOUND. 

Flow fast, ye waves ! ye burnished billows, roll ! 
Ye cannot flow so fast as speeds the soul ; 
Thought goes before you ; winds, your clarion 
sound ! 

Waves, faster flow ! ye bear the Homeward 
Bound ! 

Upon the deck they stand, with wistful eye — 
Watching the ocean’s verge which meets the sky, 
And now mistaking for an island dim 
Some purple rays upon the ocean’s rim ; 

While speeds their bark as racing with the clouds, 
And tired swallows drop amid its shrouds. 

And land-birds’ voices on the glad ears chime 
Of earth and flowers — green grass and fragrant 
thyme ; 

And sea-weeds float in emerald lustre rare, 

Like the shorn tresses of mermaiden’s hair — 
Signs of the shore ! — and now its rocks they 
see — 

Its bright white cliffs ! the guards of liberty ! 
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And, bravely cheering, gladly on they come, 

To anchor soon by Fatherland and Home ; 

With pleasures pure their earnest bosoms blest, 
The nearer home — the greater is their zest ; 
As with the poet — best beloved the throes 
That bring his song to its melodious close. 


From the California Correspondent of the Milwaukee 
Sentinel. 

THE “GREEN-HORNS” — A PARODY. 

The Green-horns came down, like the.wolf on the 
fold. 

To the land that was said to be teeming with gold, 

And the gleam of their wash-pans, like comets or 
stars. 

Flashed bright o’er our gulches, our canons^our 
bars. 

Like the leaves of the forest, when summer is 
green. 

That host in the month of October was seen ; 

Like the leaves of the forest, when autumn hath 
blown, 

That host in December was scattered and strown. 

For the “ Fiend of the Storm” spread his wings 
on the blast, 

And rain, at his bidding, came sudden and fast, 

And the waters were raised till each creek was a 
flood. 

And provisions went up on account of the mud. 

And there lay the tools they had bought upon 
trust. 

Each wash-pan and crow-bar all covered with 
dust ; 

And there lay each Green-horn coiled up in his 
teiit — 

His pork-barrel empty, his money all spent. 

And the victims themselves werq quite loud in 
their wail. 

And the merchant who sold upon credit turned 
pale. 

And those who prayed hardest for rain at the 
first. 

Were now by their comrades most bitterly cursed. 

In vain they prospected each dreary ravine — 

In vain they explored where no white men had 
been ; 

The riches they fondly expected to clasp, 

Like the will-o’the-wisp, eluded their grasp. 

And some of the Green-horns resolved upon flight, 

And vamosed the ranch in desperate plight ; 

While those who succeeded in reaching the town 

Confessed they were done most decidedly brown. 


From Elisa Cook’s Journal. 
DAY-DREAMS. 

I love my day-dreams, warm and wild, 
Whate’er ungentle lips may say ; 

I dearly love, e’en as a child, 

To sit and dream an hour away 
In visions which heaven’s blessed light 
Makes but the holier to my sight 


’T is well that Time, corroding Care, * 

And bitt’rest III have left me this : 

Life’s real sorrows who could bear, 

Did not some dear imagined bliss, 

Like Spring’s green Footsteps, wake up flowers, 
To cheer and bless Time’s waste of hours ? 

’T is well at times to get one home 
To childhood’s birthplace, and to see 
The loved — the lo%t ones — round one come, 
Just as of old they used to be, 

And feel that neither change nor care 
Cun veil the soul’s communion there. 

From every Ruin of the Past 
An echo comes to charm mine ear. 

Love woke the utt’rance first and last, 

And love, when lost, how doubly dear ! 
Such concords how shall time impart, 

As the first music of the heart ? 


A SCULPTURED VASE. . 

BY KEATS. 

Heard melodies are sweet, but those unheard 
Are sweeter ; therefore, ye Boft pipes, play 
on — 

Not to the sensual ear, but, more endeared, 

Pipe to the spirit ditties of no tone : 

Fond youth, beneath the trees thou canst not 
leave 

Thy song, nor ever can those trees be bare ; 
Bold lover, never, never canst thou kiss. 

Though winning near the goal — yet do not grieve. 
She cannot fade though thou hast not thy 
bliss ; 

Forever wilt thou love and she be fair. 


From the Ladles’ Companion. 

lt NOTHING TO DO?” 

“ Nothing to do ?” 0, pause and look around 
At those oppressed with want, and sorrow too ! 
Look at the wrongs, the sufferings that abound. 
Ere yet thou sayst there *s naught for thee to do. 

“ Nothing to do ?” Are. there no hearts that 
ache — - 

No care-worn breasts that heave an anguished 
sigh — 

No burthens that thy hands may lighter make — 
No bitter tears thy sympathy might dry ? 

Are there no hnngry that thy hand may feed — 
No sick to aid, no naked to be clad ? 

Are there no blind whose footsteps thou mayst 
lead — 

No mourning heart that thou couldst make less 
sad ? 

“ Nothing to do ?” Hast thou no store of gold — 
No wealth of time that thou shouldst well em- 
ploy ? 

No hidden talent that thou shouldst unfold — 

No gift that thou shouldst use for others* joy ? 

“ Nothing to do ?” 0, look without, within ! 

Be to thyself and to thy duties true : 

Look on the world, its troubles, and its sin, 

And own that thou hast much indeed to do .' 
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MADAME GUYON. 


From the British Quarterly Review. 

Life and Religious Opinions and Experience 
of Madame de la Mothe Guy on ; together 
with some account of the Personal History 
and Religious Opinions of Fenelon , Arch- 
bishop of Cambr ay. By Thomas C. Upham, 
Professor of Mental and Moral Philosophy 
in Bowdoin College. 2 vols. New York : 
Harper and Brothers. 1851. 

Jeremy Taylor relates, in one of his ser- 
mons, the following legend : — “ Saint Lewis 
the king having sent Ivo, Bishop of Chartres, 
on an embassy, the bishop met a woman on the 
way, grave, sad, fantastic, and melancholy, 
with tire in one hand, and water in the other. 
He asked what these symbols meant. She 
answered, My purpose is with fire to bum 
Paradise, and with my water to quench the 
flames of hell, that men may serve God 
without the incentives of hope and fear, and 
purely for the love of God.” This fanciful 
personage may be regarded as the embodiment 
of that religious idea to which we give the 
name of Quietism. It is the ambition of the 
Quietist to attain a state in which self shall 
be practically annihilated — in which nothin? 
shall be desired, nothing feared — in which 
the finite nature ignores itself and all crea- 
tures, aDd recognizes only the Infinite — is 
swallowed up and hidden m the effulgence of 
the Divine Majesty. Quietism attempts self- 
transcendence by self-annihilation. It calls 
on man to become Nothing, that he may be 
dissolved in Him who is All. It has many 
various names to denote its beloved contrasts 
of self-emptiness and Divine fulness. That 
reduction of self to an inappreciable quanti ty 
which it inculcates, is called poverty, simpli- 
fication, denudation, indifference, silence, 
quiet, death. That self-finding in God which 
is the immediate consequence of this self- 
loss, is termed union, transformation, perfec- 
tion, pure love, immersion, absorption, deifi- 
cation. 

Mysticism is the romance of religion. Its 
history is bright with stories of dazzling spir- 
itual adventure, sombre with tragedies of the 
soul, stored with records of the achievements 
and the woes of martyrdom and sAintship. It 
has reconciled the most opposite extremes 
of theory and practice. In theory it has 
verged repeatedly on pantheism, ego-theism, 
nihilism. In practice it has produced some 
of the most glorious examples of humility, 
benevolence, and untiring self-devotion. It 
has commanded with its indescribable fasci- 
nation the most powerful natures and the most 
feeble — minds lofty with a noble disdain of 
life, or low with a weak disgust of it. If the 
self-torture it exacts be temble, the reward it 
holds out has been found to possess an irre- 
sistible attraction. It lays waste the soul 
with purgatorial pains, but it is to leave noth- 
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ing there on which any fire may kindle after 
death. It promises a perfect sanctification, a 
divine calm, the fruition of an absolute repose 
on this side the grave. It has been Doth 
persecuted and canonized by kings and pon- 
tiffs. In one age the mystic is enrolled 
among the saints ; in another, the inquisitor 
burns him, or a lettre-de-cachct consigns him 
to the Bastille. But the principle is inde- 
structible. There always have been, and 
probably always will be, minds whose religion 
assumes spontaneously a mystical character. 
States of society continually recur which nec- 
essarily foster this disposition. There have 
been periods in which all the real religion 
existing in a country has been found among 
its*iqystics. Then this inward contemplative 
devotion becomes conspicuous as a power — 
ventures out into public life, and attracts the 
eye of the historian. Then its protest is 
heard against literalism, formality, scholas- 
ticism, human ordinances. It reacts strenu- 
ously against the corruptions of priestcraft. 
But its voice is heard also discoursing concern- 
ing things unutterable. It speaks as one in a 
dream of the third heaven, and of celestial 
experiences and revelations fitter for angels 
than for men. Its stammering utterance, 
confused with excess of rapture, laboring with 
emotions too huge or with abstractions too 
spiritual for words, is utterly unintelligible. 
Then it is misrepresented. Mysticism be- 
comes in turn the victim of a reaction — the 
delirium is dieted by persecution — it is con- 
signed once more to secrecy and silence. 
There it survives, and spins in obscurity its 
mingled tissue of evil and of good. We must 
not blindly praise it in our hatred of formalism. 
We must not vaguely condemn it in our 
horror of extravagance. 

Mr. Upham has contributed to the litera- 
ture of America on .interesting and instructive 
book. To write the biography of Madame 
Guyon has been with him a labor of love, and 
he makes us love him for his labor. To what 
external section of the Christian community 
he may belong we know not, but his devout 
spirit and large-hearted Christian charity bring 
him near to our hearts at once. He has 
availed himself conscientiously of the best 
materials within his reach. His style is calm 
and equable — almost too much so. His 
modest and gentle nature would seem to have 
been schooled in the Quietism he records. 
The wronjjs of Madame Guyon are narrated 
by him with a patient forbearance equal to 
that with which she endured them. For un- 
charitableness itself he has abundant charity,, 
and the worst malignity of persecution cannot 
provoke him to asperity or carry him away* 
with indignation. In his sympathy with 
Madame Guyon, and in his admiration, for 
her character as a whole, we fully agree- with 
him. In his estimate of her Quietism andof 
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Quietism generally, we differ. We shall find 
occasion, as wo proceed, to show why we 
think him wrong in regarding Quietism and 
the highest Christian spirituality os identi- 
cal. In his anxiety to do justice to Madame 
Guyon, he has transposed and paraphrased 
ner language, softened many expressions, and 
omitted others, lie underrates, we think, 
the allowance which thoughtful readers will 
be disposed to make for her. It would have 
been more satisfactory had he represented her 
to us just os she was, without veiling a single 
extravagance. There is a nobleness in her 
which would survive the disclosure, and pre- 
serve for her memory a place in the affection 
of every liberal mind. The biographer might 
have appended to her exact words whoever 
explanation or comment he thought nocessary, 
leaving his readers to judge for themselves. 
The best course would have been, to have 
placed occasionally side by side with her 
meditations some of the rhapsodies of Angela 
de Foligni or St. Theresa. It would then 
have been seen, that, in comparison with these 
be-praised and sainted devotees, the persecuted 
Madame Guyon was sobriety itself. Thus 
instructed, the Protestant would be placed in 
a position to do her full justice. But, igno- 
rant of mysticism generally, and of the expres- 
sions to which Romanist mystical writers had 
long been accustomed, he would see in 
Madame Guyon standing alono only a monster 
of extravagance. Professor Upham, however, 
has brought much less information of this 
kind to nis subject than could have been 
desired. The particular form of mysticism 
which goes by the name of Quietism can 
only be thoroughly understood by a compar- 
ison with some of the other developments of 
its common principle. 

Jeane Marie Bouvi^res de la Mothe was 
born on Easter-eve, April 13th, 1648, at 
Montargis. Her sickly childhood was dis- 
tinguished by precocious imitations of that 
religious life which was held in honor by 
every one around her. She loved to be dressed 
in the habit of a little nun. When little 
more than four years old she longed for mar- 
tyrdom. Her school-fellows placed her on 
her knees on a white cloth, flourished a sabre 
over her head, and told her to prepare for the 
stroke. A shout of triumphant laughter fol- 
lowed the failure of the child’s courage. She 
was neglected by her mother, and knocked 
about by a spoiled brother. When not at 
school she was the pet or the victim of ser- 
vants. She began to grow irritable from ill- 
* treatment, ana insincere from fear. When 
^ten years old she found a Bible in her sick- 
rroom, and read it, 6he says, from morning to 
night, committing to memory the historical 
parts. Some of the writings of St. Francis 
ae Sales, and the Life of Madame de Chantal, 
fell in her way. The latter work proved a 


powerful stimulant. There she read of hu- 
miliations and austerities numberless, of 
charities lavished with a princely munifi- 
cence, of visions enjoyed and miracles wrought 
in honor of those saintly virtues, and of the 
intrepidity with which the famous enthusiast 
wrote with a red-hot iron on her bosom the 
characters of the holy name Jesus. The girl 
of twelve years old was bent on copying these 
achievements on her little scale. Sue re- 
lieved, taught, and waited on the poor ; and, 
for lack of the red-hot iron or the courage, 
sewed on to her breast with a largo needle a 
piece of paper containing the name of Christ. 
She even forged a letter to secure her ad- 
mission to a conventual establishment as a 
nun. The deceit was immediately detected ; 
but the attempt shows how much more favor- 
able was the religious atmosphere in which 
she grew up to the prosperity of convents 
than to the inculcation of truth. 

With ripening years religion gave place to 
vanity. Her handsome person and brilliant 
conversational powders fitted her to shine in 
society. She began to love dress, and feel 
jealous of rival beauties. Like St. Theresa, 
at the same age, she sat up far into the night 
devouring romances. Her autobiography 
records her experience of the mischievous 
effects of those tales of chivalry and passion. 
When nearly sixteen, it was arranged that 
she should marry the wealthy M. Guyon. 
This gentleman, whom she had seen but three 
days before her marriage, was twenty-two 
years older than herself. 

The faults she had were of no very grave 
description, but her husband’s house was 
destined to prove for several years a pitiless 
school for their correction. He lived with 
his mother, a vulgar and hard-hearted woman. 
Her low and penurious habits were unaffected 
by their wealth ; and in the midst of riches, 
she was happiest scolding in the kitchen 
about some farthing matter. She appears to 
have hated Madame Guyon with all the 
strength of her narrow mind. M. Guyon 
loved his wife after his selfish sort. If she 
was ill , he was inconsolable . If any one spoke 
against her, he flew into a passion ; yet, at 
the instigation of his mother, be was contin- 
ually treating her with harshness. An artful 
servant girl, who tended his gouty leg, was 
permitted daily to mortify and insult his 
wife. Madame Guyon bad been accustomed 
at home to elegance and refinement — beneath 
her Husband’s roof she found politeness con- 
temned and rebuked os pride. When she 
spoke she had been listened to with attention 
— now she could not open her mouth without 
contradiction. She was charged with pre- 
suming to show them how to talk, reproved 
for disputatious forwardness, and rudely 
silenced. She could never go to see her pa- 
rents without having bitter speeches to bear 
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on her return. They, on their part, re- 
proached her with unnatural indifference 
towards her own family for the sake of her 
new connexions. The ingenious malignity 
of her mother-in-law filled every day with 
fresh vexations. The high spirit of the young 
girl was completely broken. She had already- 
gained a reputation for cleverness and wit — 
now she sat nightinared in company, nervous, 
stiff, and silent, the picture of stupidity. At 
every assemblage of their friends she was 
marked out for some affront, and every visitor 
at the house was instructed in the catalogue 
of her offences. Sad thoughts would come — 
liow different might all this have been had 
she been suffered to select some other suitor ! 
But it was too late. The brief romance of 
her life was gone indeed. There was no 
friend into whose heart she could pour her 
sorrows. Meanwhile, she was indefatigable 
in the discharge of every duty — she endeav- 
ored by kindiiess, by cheerful forbearance, by 
returning good for evil, to secure some kinder 
treatment — she was ready to cut out her 
tongue that she might make no passionate 
reply — she reproached herself bitterly for 
the tears she could not hide. But these 
coarse, hard natures were not so to be won. 
Her magnanimity surprised but did not soften 
minds to which it was utterly incomprehensi- 
ble. 

Her best course would have been self-asser- 
tion and war to the very utmost. She would 
have been justified in demanding her right to 
be mistress in her own house — in declaring 
it incompatible with the obligations binding 
upon either side that a third party should be 
permitted to sow dissension between a hus- 
f>and and wife — in putting her husband, 
finally to the choice between his wife and 
bis mother. M. Guyon is the type of a large 
class of men. They stand high in the eye of 
the world — and not altogether undeservedly 
— as men of principle. But their domestic 
circle is the scene of cruel wrongs from want 
of reflection, from a selfish, passionate incon- 
siderateness. They would bo shocked at the 
charge of an act of barbarity towards a 
stranger, but they will inflict years of mental 
distress on those most near to them, for want 
of decision, self-control, and some conscien- 
tious estimate of what their home duties truly 
involve. Ilad the obligations he neglected, 
the wretchedness of which he was indirectly 
the author, been brought fairly before the 
mind of M. Guyon, he would probably have 
determined on the side of justice, and a do- 
mestic revolution would have been the conse- 
quence. But Madame Guyon conceived her- 
self bound to suffer in silence. Looking back 
on those miserable days she traced a Father’s 
care in the discipline she endured. Prov- 
idence had transplanted Self from a garden, 
where it expanded to love and praise, to a 
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highway where every passing foot might 
trample it in the dust. 

A severe illness brought her more than once 
to the brink of the grave. She heard of her 
danger with indifference, for life had no at- 
traction. Heavy losses befell the family — 
she could feel no concern. To end her days 
m a hospital was even an agreeable anticipa- 
tion. Poverty and disgrace could bring no 
change which would not lie more tolerable 
than her present suffering. She labored, with 
little success, to find comfort in religious 
exercises. She examined herself rigidly, con- 
fessed with frequency, strove to subdue all 
care about her personal appearance, and while 
her maid arranged her hair — how, she cared 
not — was lost in the study of Thomas a 
Kempis. At length she consulted a Francis- 
can, a holy man, who hud just emerged from 
a five years’ solitude. “Madame,” said he, 

“ you are disappointed and perplexed because 
you seek without what you have within. Ac- 
custom yourself to seek God in your heart, 
and you will find him.” 

These words of the old Franciscan embody 
the response which has been uttered in every 
ago by the oracle of mysticism. It bos its 
truth and its falsehood, as men understand it. 
There is a legend of an artist, who was about 
to carve from a pioco of costly sandal-wood 
an image of the Madonna ; but the material 
was intractable — his hand seemed to have 
lost its skill — he could not approach his: 
ideal. When about to relinquish his efforts 
in despair, a voice in a dream bade him shape 
the figure from the oak-block, which was 
about to feed his hearth. Ho obeyed, and 
produced a masterpiece. This story repre- 
sents the truth which mysticism upholds 
when it appears as the antagonist of super- 
stitious externalism. The materials of relig- 
ious happiness lie, as it were, near at hand 

— among affections and desires which are 
homely, common, anc^ of the fireside. Let 
the right direction, the heavenly influence, 
be received from without ; and heaven is re- 
garded with the love of home, and home 
sanctified by the hope of heaven. The far- 
fetched costliness of outward works — the 
restless, selfish bargaining with aceticism and 
with priestcraft for a priceless heaven, can 
never redeem and renew a soul f to peace. But 
mysticism has not stopped here ; it takes a 
step farther, and that step is false. It would 
seclude the soul too much from the external ; 
and to free it from a snare, removes a neces- 
sary help. Like some overshadowing tree, it 
bides the rising plant from the force of storms, 
but it also intercepts the appointed sunshine 

— it protects, but it deprives — and beneath 
its boughs hardy weeds have grown more 
vigorously than precious grain. Removing, . 
more or less, the counterpoise of the latter, 
in its zeal for the spirit, it promotes on in- - 
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tense and morbid self-consciousness. Roger 
North tells us that when he and his brother 
stood on the top of the Monument, it was 
difficult for them to persuade themselves that 
their weight would not throw down the build- 
ing. The dizzy elevation of the mystic pro- 
duces a similar overweening sense of person- 
ality. Thus isolated in the air — abstracted 
so elaborately from earth and all its standards 
of comparison — his tendency has been, from 
the days of Plotinus downwards, to expand 
the Ego into the Infinite. It has been the 
dream of many a mystic, that he could elab- 
orate from the depth of his own nature the 
whole promised land of religious truth, and 
perceive, by special revelation, rising from 
within all its green postures and still waters 

— Romewlmt as Pindar describes the sun be- 
holding the isle of Rhodes emerging from the 
bottom of the ocean — new born, yet perfect 

— in all the beauty of glade and fountain, of 
grassy upland and silver tarn, of marble crag 
and overhanging wood, sparkling from the 
brine as after a summer shower. The tradi- 
tions of every nation have embellished with 
their utmost wealth of imagination some hid- 
den spot upon the surface of the earth, which 
they have portrayed as secluded from all the 
tumult and the pain of time — a serene Eden 

— an ever-sunny Tempe — a vale of Avalon 

— a place beyond the sterner laws and 
rougher visitations of the common world — a 
fastness of perpetual calm, before which the 
tempests may blow their challenging horns in 
vain — they can win no entrance. Such, to 
the fancy of the Middle Age, was the famous 
temple of tho Sangreal, with its dome of 
sapphire, its six-and- thirty towers, its crystal 
crosses, and its hangings of green samite — 
guarded by its knights, girded by impenetra- 
ble forests — glittering on the onyx summit 
of Mount Salvage, forever invisible to every 
eye impure, inaccessible to every failing or 
faithless heart. Suciif to the Hindoo, was the 
Cridavana meadow, among the heights of 
Mount Sitanta, full of dowers, of the song of 
birds, the hum of bees — 

Languishing winds and murmuring falls of waters. 

Such was the secret mountain Kinkadulle, 
celebrated by .Olaus Magnus, which stood in 
a region, now covered only by moss or snow, 
but luxuriant once, in less degenerate days, 
with the spontaneous growth of every pleasant 
bough and goodly fruit. What places like 
these have been to the popular mind — even 
such a refuge for the Ideal from the pursuit 
of the Actual — that the attainment of 
Ecstasy, the height of Contemplation, the 
bliss of Union, has been for the mystic. lie 
aims, by painfully unclothing his nature of 
all the integuments of sense, of passion, of 
imagination, of thought, by threading back 


the path of being to its Source — to reach a 
simplicity and a rest in which the primal 
essence of himself will be overshadowed by 
the immediate presence of the Infinite ; and, 
lost in glory, will love and gaze and know, 
without the grosser appliances of visible 
media, beyond the laborious processes of the 
reason, or the phantasmagoria of the imagina- 
tion, by a contact “ above all mcan9 or 
mode,” ineffable os Deity itself. But the un- 
natural ambition defeats itself, and the as- 
pirant, instead of soaring to tho empyrean, 
drifts, buffeted about, in the airy limbo of 
hallucination. Instead of rising above the 
infirmities of our nature, and the common 
laws of life, he becomes the sport of the idlest 
phantasy, the* victim of the most humiliating 
reaction. The excited and overwrought 
temperament mistakes every vibration of the 
fevered nerves for a manifestation from 
without ; as, in the solitude, the silence, and 
the glare of a great desert, travellers have 
seemed to hear distinctly the church bells of 
their native village. In such cases an extreme 
susceptibility of the organ, induced by pecu- 
liarities of climate, gives to a mere conception 
or memory the power of an actual sound ; 
and, in a similar way, the mystic has often 
both tempted and enraptured himself — his 
own breath has made both the “ airs from 
heaven,” and the “ blast from hell and the 
attempt to annihilate Self has ended at last in 
leaving nothing but Self behind. When the 
tide of enthusiasm has ebbed, and the chan- 
nel has become dry, simply because humanity 
cannot long endure a straiu so excessive, then 
that magician and master of legerdemain, the 
Fancy, is summoned to recall, to eke out, or 
to interpret the mystical experience ; then 
that fantastic acrobat, Affectation, is ad- 
mitted to play its tricks — just as when the 
waters of the Nile are withdrawn the canals 
of Cairo are made the stage on which tlie 
jugglers exhibit their feats of skill to the 
crowds on either bank. 

To return to Madame Guyon. From the 
hour of that interview with the Franciscan 
she was a mystic. The secret of the interior 
life Hashed upon her in a moment. She had 
been starving in the midst of fulness ; God 
was near, not afar off; the kingdom of heaven 
was within her. The love of God took pos- 
session of her soul with an inexpressible hap- 
piness. Beyond question, her heart appre- 
hended in that joy the great truth that God is 
love — that He is more ready to forgive, than 
we to ask forgiveness — that He Is not an 
austere being whose regard is "to be purchased 
by rich gifts, tears, and penance. This 
emancipating, sanctifying belief became the 
foundation of her religion. She raised on 
this basis of true spirituality a mystical 
superstructure, in which there was some hay 
and stubble, but the corner-stone had fintf 
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been rightly laid, never to be removed from 
its place. 

Prayer, which had before been so difficult, 
was now delightful and indispensable ; hours 
passed away like moments — she could 
scarcely cease from praying. Her trials 
seemed great no longer ; her inward joy con- 
sumed, like a fire, the reluctance, tho mur- 
mur, and the sorrow, which had their birth 
in self. A spirit of confiding peace, a sense 
of rejoicing possession, pervaded all her days. 
God was continually present with her, and 
she seemed completely yielded up to God. 
She appeared to feel herself, and to behold all 
creatures, os immersed in the gracious omni- 
presence of the Most High. In her adoring 
contemplation of the Divine presence, she 
found herself frequently unable to employ any 
words, or to pray for any particular blessings. 
She was then little more than twenty years of 
age. The ardor of her devotion would not 
suffer her to rest even here. It appeared to 
her that self was not yet sufficiently sup- 
pressed. There were some things she chose 
as pleasant, other things she avoided os pain- 
ful. She was possessed with the notion that 
every choice which can be referred to self is 
selfish, and therefore criminal. 

On this principle ASsop’s traveller, who 
gathered his cloak about him in the storm, 
and relinquished it in the sunshine, should be 
stigmatized as a selfish man, because he 
thought only of his own comfort, and did not 
remember at the moment his family, his 
country, or his Maker. It is not regard for 
self which makes us selfish, but regard for 
self to the exclusion of. due regard for others. 
But the zeal of Madame Guyon blinded her 
to distinctions such as these. She became 
filled with an insatiable desire of suffering. 
She resolved to force herself to what she dis- 
liked, and deny herself what was gratifying, 
that the mortified senses might at last have 
no choice whatever. She displayed the most 
astonishing power of will in her efforts to 
annihilate her will. Every day she took the 
discipline with scourges pointed with iron. 
She tore her flesh with brambles, thorns, and 
nettles. Her rest was almost destroyed by 
the pain she endured. She was in very deli- 
cate health, continually falling ill, and could 
eat scarcely anything. Yet she forced her- 
self to eat what was most nauseous to her ; 
she often kept wormwood in her mouth, and 
put coloquintida in her food, and when she 
walked she placed stones in her shoes. If a 
tooth ached she would bear it without seek- 
ing a remedy ; when it ached no longer she 
would go and have it extracted. She imitated 
Madame Chantal i redressing the sores of the 
poor., and ministering to the wants of the 
sick. On one occasion she found that sbo 
could not seek the indulgence offered by her 
church for remitting some of the pains of 


purgatory. At that time she felt no doubt 
concerning the power of the priest to grant 
such absolution, but she thought it wrong to 
desire to escape any suffering. She wa9 afraid 
of resembling those mercenary souls who are 
afraid not so much of displeasing God, ns of 
the penalties attached to sin. She was too 
much in earnest for visionary sentimentalism. 
Her efforts manifest a serious practical en- 
deavor after that absolute disinterestedness 
which she erroneously thought both attain- 
able and enjoined. She was tar from attach- 
ing any expiatory value to these acts of vol- 
untary mortification ; they were a means to 
an end. When she believed that end attained 
in the entire death of self, she relinquished 
them. In a similar spirit, the Suabian 
mystic Suso, in the fourteenth century, at 
length abandoned a course of austerity fur 
more severe, at the suggestion of the famous 
Tauler. The fact that 6uch inflictions were 
discontinued, as requisite no longer, shows 
that their object was discipline, not atone- 
ment. Many of those mystics who carried 
them to the greatest length would have shrunk 
with horror .from the idea of relying on their 
own sufferings for salvation, instead of, or in 
addition to, the merits of the Saviour. The 
rigid self-scrutiny of Madame Guyon was con- 
stantly discovering selfishness in what had 
seemed innocent, pride ift what once looked 
praiseworthy. She was struggling through 
the mortification of tho senses towards the 
higher mortification of the will. Her aim 
was totally to lose her own activity ; to desire 
nothing, to do nothing, but from the prompt- 
ing of the Christ formed within ; to substitute 
God for the annihilated self in the inmost of 
the soul. Some mystics have carried this so 
far as to believe that they became themselves 
a revelation, almost an incarnation of Deity, 
every thought an inspiration, every act divine. 
Madame Guyon was saved from such excesses. 
Like the more sober Quakers, she was willing 
that the Outer should direct the Inner Light. 
But she did not escape the lesser error of fre- 
quently mistaking her own impulses for divine 
monitions, and endeavoring to read in the 
mysteries of Providence the immediate will 
of God. With all the mystics she interpreted 
too literally the language of St. Paul, “ I 
live, yet no more I, but Christ liveth in 
me.” 

Situated as Madame Guyon now was, her 
mind had no resource but to collapse upon 
itself, and the feelings so painfully pent up 
becamo proportionately vehement. She found 
a friend in one M&re Granger, but her she 
could see seldom, mostly by stealth. An 
ignorant confessor joined her mother-in-law 
and husband in the attempt to hinder her 
from prayer and religious exercises. She en- 
deavored in everything to please her husband, 
but he complained that she loved God so 
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much she had no love left for him. She was 
watched day and night; she dared not stir 
from her mother-in-law’s chamber or her hus- 
band’s bedside. If she took her work apart 
to the window they followed her there to see 
that she was not in prater. When her hus- 
band went abroad, he forbade her to pray in 
his absence. The affections even of her child 
were taken from her, and the boy was taught 
to disobey and insult his mother. Thus ut- 
terly alone, Madame Guyon, while apparently 
engaged in ordinary matters, was constantly 
in a state of abstraction ; her mind was else- 
where, rapt in devout contemplation. She 
was in company without hearing a word that 
was said. She went out into the garden to 
look ttt the flowers, and could bring back no 
account of them ; the eye of her reverie could 
mark nothing actually visible. When play- 
ing at piquet, to oblige her husband, this 
“ interior attraction” was often more power- 
fully felt than even when at church. In her 
Autobiography she describes her experience 
ns follows : — 

The spirit of prayer was nourished and in- 
creased from their contrivances and endeavors to 
disallow me any time for practising it. I loved 
without motive or reason for loving ; for nothing 
passed in my head, but much in the innermost 
of my soul I thought not about any recom- 
pense, gift, or favor^or anything which regards 
the lover. The Well-beloved was the only object 
which attracted my heart wholly to himself. I 
could not contemplate his attributes. I knew 
nothing else bat to love and to suffer. 0, igno- 
rance more truly learned than any science of the 
Doctors, since it so well taught me Jesus Christ 
crucified, and brought me to be in love with his 
holy cross ! In its beginning I was attracted with 
so much force, that it seemed as if my head was 
going to join my heart. I found that insensibly 
my body bent in spite of me. I did not then 
comprehend from whence it came ; hut have 
learned since, that as all passed in the will,/ 
which is the sovereign of the powers, that at- 
tracted the others after it, and reunited them in 
God, their divine centre and sovereign happiness. 
And as these powers were then unaccustomed to 
be united, it required the more violence to effect 
that union. Wherefore it was the more per- 
ceived. Afterwards it became so strongly riv- 
eted as to seem to be quite natural. This was so 
strong that I could have wished to die* in order 
to be inseparably united without any interstice 
to Him who so powerfully attracted my heart. 
As all passed in the will, the imagination and the 
understanding being absorbed in it, in a union 
of enjoyment, I knew not what to say, having 
never read or heard of such a state as I experi- 
enced ; for before this I had known nothing of 
the operations of God in souls. I had only read 
“Philothea” (written by St. Francis de Sales), 
with the “Imitation of Christ” (by Thomas a 
Kempte), and the Holy Scriptures ;* also the 
“Spiritual Combat,” which mentions none of 
these things. — The Life of Lady Guion , by 
Herself ; Anon . Trans. 1772, p. 87. 


In this extract she describes strange physi- 
cal sensations as accompanying her inward 
emotion. The intense excitement of the soul 
assumes, in her overstrained and secluded 
imagination, the character of a corporeal 
seizure. The sickly frame, so morbidly sensi- 
tive, appears to participate in the supernatural 
influences communicated to the spirit. On 
a subsequent occasion she speaks of herself as 
so oppressed by the fulness of the divine man- 
ifestations imparted to her, as to be compelled 
to loosen her dress. More than once some 
of those who sat next her imagined that they 
perceived a certain marvellous efflux of grace 
proceeding from her to themselves. She be- 
lieved that many persons for whom she was 
interceding with great fervor, were sensible 
at the time of an extraordinary gracious influ- 
ence instantaneously vouchsafed, and that her 
spirit communicated mysteriously, “ in the 
Lord,” with the spirits of those dear to her 
when far away. She traced a special inter- 
vention of Providence in the fact that she 
repeatedly “ felt a strong draught to the 
door” just when it was necessary to go out 
to receive a secret letter from her friend, 
M&re Granger ; that the rain should have held 
up precisely when she was on her road to or 
from mass ; and that at the very intervals 
when she was able to steal out to hear it, 
some priest was always found performing, or 
ready to perform, the service, though at a 
most unusual hour. 

Imaginary as all this may have been, the 
Church of Rome at least had no right to 
brand with the stigma of extravagance any 
such transference of the spiritual to the sen- 
suous, of the metaphysical to the physical. 
The fancies of Madame Guyon in this respect 
are innocent enough in comparison with the 
monstrosities devised by Romish marvel-mon- 
gers to exalt her saints withal. St. Philip 
Neri was so inflamed with love to God as to 
be insensible to all cold, and burned with such 
a fire of devotion that his body, divinely fever- 
ish, could not be cooled by exposure to the 
wildest winter night. For two and fifty years 
he was the subject of a supernatural palpita- 
tion, which kept his bed and chair, ana every- 
thing movable about him, in a perpetual 
tremble. For that space of time his breast 
was miraculously swollen to the thickness of 
a fist above his heart. On a post-mortem 
examination of the holy corpse, it was found 
that two of the ribs had been broken to allow 
the sacred ardor of his heart more room to 
play ! The doctors swore solemnly that the 
phenomenon could be nothing less than a 
miracle. A divine hand had thus litorally 
“ enlarged the heart” <Jf the devotee. St. 
Philip enjoyed, with many other saints, the 
privilege of being miraculously elevated into 
the air by the fervor of his heavenward aspi- 
rations. And this is the worthy whose worship 
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is revived by our Oratorians, with the famous 
Dr. Newman at their head, in the nineteenth 
century. The Acta Sanctorum relates how 
Ida of Louvain — seized with an overwhelm- 
ing desire to present her gifts with the wise 
men to the child Jesus — received, on the eve 
of the Three Kings, the distinguished favor 
of being permitted to swell to a terrific size, 
and then gradually to return to her original 
dimensions. On another occasion, she was 
gratified by being thrown down in tho street 
in an ecstasy, and enlarging so that her hor- 
ror-stricken attendant had to embrace her 
with all her might to keep her from bursting. 
The noses of eminent saints have been en- 
dowed with so subtile a sense that they have 
detected the stench of concealed sins, and en- 
joyed, as a literal fragrance , the well-known 
odor of sanctity. St. Philip Neri was fre- 
quently obliged to hold his nose and turn 
away Iiis head when confessing very wicked 
people. In walking the streets of some de- 
praved Italian town, the poor man must have 
endured all the pains of Coleridge in Cologne, 
where, he says, 

I counted two-and-seventy stonebes, 

All well defined, and several stinks ! 

Maria of Oignys received what theurgic mys- 
ticism calls the gift of jubilation. For three 
days and nights upon the point of death, she 
Bang without remission her ecstatic swan-song, 
at the top of a voice whose hoarseness was 
miraculously healed. She felt as though the 
wing of an angel were spread upon her breast, 
thrilling her heart with the rapture, and 
pouring from her lips the praises, of the heav- 
enly world. With the melodious modulation 
of un inspired recitative, she descanted on the 
mysteries of the Trinity and the incarnation 

ture — invoked the saints, and interceded for 
her friends. A nun who visited Catharina 
Ricci in her ecstasy, saw with amazement her 
face transformed into the likeness of the Re- 
deemer’s countenance. St. Hildegnrd, in the 
enjoyment and description of her visions, and 
in the utterance of her prophecies* was in- 
spired with a complete theological terminology 
hitherto unknown to mortals. A glossary of 
the divine tongue was long preserved among 
her manuscripts at Wiesbaden. It is recorded 
in«the life of St. Veronica of Binasco, that she 
received the miraculous gift of tears in a meas- 
ure so copious that the spot where she knelt 
appeared as though a jug of water had been 
overset there. She was obliged to have an 
earthen vessel ready in her cell to receive the 
supernatural efflux, which filled it frequently 
to the weight of several Milan pounds! Ida 
of Nivelles, when in an ecstasy one day, had it 
revealed to her that a dear friend was at the 
same moment in the same condition. The 
friend also was simultaneously made aware 


that Ida was immersed in the same abyss of 
divine light with herself. Thenceforward they 
were as one soul in the Lord, and the Virgin 
Mary appeared to make a third in the saintly 
fellowship. Ida was frequently enabled to 
communicate with spiritual personages, with- 
out words, after the manner of angelic natures. 
On one occasion, when at a distance from a 
priest to whom she was much attached, both 
she and the holy man were entranced at the 
same time ; and, when rapt to heaven, ho be- 
held her in the presenco of Christ, at whose 
command she communicated to him by a 
spiritual kiss a portion of the grace with which 
sne herself had been so richly endowed. Clara 
of Montefalco, a saint who died at the begin- 
ning of the fourteenth century, had in a vision 
given her heart to Christ, that it might be 
crucified. She lived thenceforward in per- 
petual contemplation of the passion. After 
death, her heart, which had enlarged to the 
size of a child's head, was extracted and pro- 
served in a vessel near the altar. With trem- 
bling and with tears her sisters of the cloister 
ventured to open it with a knife. On the 
right side they found, completely formed, a 
little figure of Christ upon the cross, about 
the size of a thumb. On the left, under what 
resembled the bloody cloth, lay the instru- 
ments of the passion, the crown of thorns, the 
nails, &c. So sharp was the miniature lance, 
that the Vicar-General Berengarius, commis- 
sioned to assist at the examination by the 
Bishop of Spoleto, pricked therewith his rev- 
erend finger. This marvel was surpassed in 
the eighteenth century by a miracle more 
piquant still. Veronica Giuliani caused a 
drawing to be made of the many forms and 
letters which she declared had been supemat- 
urally modelled within her heart. To the ex- 
ultation of the faithful — and the everlasting 
confusion of nil Jews, Protestants, and Turks 
— a post-mortem examination disclosed the 
accuracy of her description, to the minutest 
point. There were the sacred initials in a 
large and distinct Roman character, the crown 
of thorns, two flames, seven swords, the spear, 
the reed, &c. — all arranged just as in the 
diagram she had furnished. The diocese of 
Liege was edified, in the twelfth century, by 
seeing, in the person of the celebrated Chris- 
tina Mirabilis, how completely the upward 
tendency of protracted devotion might van- 
quish the law of gravitation. So strongly was 
she drawn away from this gros9 earth, th^t 
the difficulty was to keep her on the ground. 
She was continually flying up to the tops of 
lonely towers and trees, there to enjoy a rap- 
turo with the angels, and a roost with tne 
birds. In the frequency, the elevation, and 
the duration of her ascents into the air, she 
surpassed even the high-flown devotion of St. 
Peter of Alcantara, who was often seen sus- 
pended high above the fig-trees which Over- 
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shadowed his hermitage at Badajos — his eyes 
upturned, his arms outspread — while the ser- 
vant, sent to Bimunon him to dinner, gazed 
with open mouth, and sublunary cabbage 
cooled below. The limbs of Christina lost the 
rigidity, as her body lost the grossness, oom- 
mon to vulgar humanity. In her ecstasies 
she was contracted into the spherical form — 
her head was drawn inward and downward 
towards her breast, and she rolled up like a 
hedgehog. When her relatives wished to 
take and secure her, they had to employ a man 
to hunt her like a bird. Having started his 
game, he had a long run across country before 
he brought her down, in a very unsportsman- 
like manner, by a stroke w r itn his bludgeon 
which broke her shin. When a few miracles 
nad been wrought to vindicate her aerostatic 
mission, she was allowed to fly about in peace. 
She has occupied, ever since, the first place in 
the ornithology of Roman Catholic samtehip. 
Such are a few of the specimens which might 
be collected in multitudes from Romanist rec- 
ords, showing how that communion has be- 
stowed its highest favor on the most coarse 
and materialized apprehensions of spiritual 
truth. Extravagant inventions, such as these 
— monstrous as the adventures of Baron Mun- 
chausen, without their wife — have been in- 
vested with the sanction and defended by the 
thunder of the Papal chair. Yet this very 
Church of Rome incarcerated Molinos and 
Madame Guyon as dangerous enthusiasts. 

We have seen Madame Guyon at twenty 
an unconscious and self-taught adept in some 
of the highest doctrines of the mystical the- 
ology. When she speaks of herself as unable 
to contemplate any of the attributes of God 
— ' as finding the understanding and the imag- 
ination active no longer, because wholly swtu- 
lowed up in the union of the will, she de- 
scribes her practical experience of that exal- 
tation which mystical divines have labored to 
define. Of Dionysius Areopagita, the great 
authority of mysticism throughout the middle 
age, she knew’ nothing. She was ignorant 
or Bernard’s four degrees of love, of that eye of 
contemplation, analyzed and extolled by Hugo 
of St. Yictor — of the six Btages of contempla- 
tion, so minutely graduated by the scholasti- 
cism of his successor, Richard. With the 
German mystics she could have no acquaint- 
ance. Yet the ponderous tomes of the fa- 
mous hierophant, Dionysius, propose nothing 
more than to conduct the soul of the aspirant 
by an elaborate process to the very point 
which the ardent Frenchwoman had virtually 
attained at once by w’hat appeared an inde- 
scribable necessity of her devotion. 

This is a fact more singular in appearance 
than in reality. The principle of the Mysti- 
cal Theology, beoueathed to Christendom by 
Dionysius, was tnis : all creation, all revela- 
tion, is symbolical. It is only figuratively 


that anything can be affirmed of God. Ho is 
above all names. lie is not wise, but moro 
than wise ; not good, but more than good. 
Hence the paradox that all manifestation of 
the Infinite is n't the same time a veil — that 
the more we deny concerning God, the more 
truly, in reality, do we announce him. This 
is the Way of Negation ( Via apophatica). 
The candidate for that closest approximation 
to God, which is the privilege ol a few select 
souls, is counselled to remove, one by one, 
these curtains of symbol, to press beyond the 
manifestations to the Ineffable, Nameless, 
One. He is to ignore all intellectual apprehen- 
sions (tuc '/i-oKTnxuc arriXil^ac) and to l«»e him- 
self in the Divine Dark.* In that holy night, 
gloomy from excess of glory, all the faculties 
of the mind are suspended ; all reflex acts 
cease ; all attributes, propositions, doctrines, 
are forgotten. The soul has entered within 
the inmost veil, is in immediate communion 
with the unrevealed Godhead, and is con- 
scious only of an overwhelming sense of the 
Divine presence, which .excludes all specific 
thought, all forms, all images. 

This negation is easy. To attain it learned 
divines had to ignoro at such times the enor- 
mous structure of scholastic erudition. Mad- 
ame Guyon knew little of theology, had little 
to put off, and could speedily reduce herself 
to this “ divine ignorance.” This is the 
practicable part of mysticism. It confounds 
the indefinite with the infinite. Its great error 
in this respect consists in supposing that by de- 
nuding ourselves of definite apprehension, shut- 
ting out all positive notions and distinctions, 
w r e therefore rise above them. We are not 
higher, but lower, as the consequence. A vague 
consciousness of awe is not a better substitute, 
but a worse, for clear practical convictions 
resting on a given revelation. This ambi- 
tious devotion disdains the assistance which 
God has provided. It puts a vast wilderness 
of abstract being in the place of “ the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” The 
system of Dionysius is founded in great part 
on the pantheism of Proclus, baptized and 
gorgeously apparelled in sacerdotal vestments. 
His writings advocate, in the language of a 
corrupt eloquence, the principles of a corrupt 
philosophy and a corrupt religion. The 
scriptural knowledge Maaame Guyon pos- 
sessed, her good sense, and right feebog, 
prevented her from even verging in fact to- 
wards the more dangerous consequences of 
such a theosophy. The principle to which 
we have alluded is, however, common, in 
various degrees, to a large class of mystics. 
In the fourteenth century, Master Eckart 
announced it in startling language, when he 
preached to the merchants and the monks of 

* Dion. Areop., Do Mystica Theologia, cap. !•» 
§§ 1 , 3 . 
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Cologne. lie distinguished between God and 
the Godhead. His hearers shuddered as he cried 
out, “I must be quit of God !** He meant 
, that the soul must strive to piefoe beyond the 
revealed God — beyond his character and 
word — beyond the Father, the Son, the 
Spirit, to the Ground, the Abyss of Deity, he 
called the Godhead. Tauler, while tending 
the sick and the dying, while lifting up his 
voice against the Pope, while animating the 
patriot spirit of Germany against the intrigues 
of France and the anathemas of Avignon, 
repeated this doctrine continually, in wiser 
words and a more reverent spirit. He preached 
the great message of mercy in their own 
tongue to the multitude. But he called upon 
the few to yield themselves up — knowing 
nothing, and desiring nothing — to the un- 
known God. lie spoke of a state of nature, 
a state of grace, and a state above grnce, 
wherein those means and attributes, which 
aided and allured the soul in its earlier stage, 
are succeeded by a state of perfect union, and 
absolute, self-annihilating love. From the 
heart of an ancient forest in the neighbor- 
hood immortalized by Waterloo, Ruysbroek, 
the mystic, wrote against the excesses of 
mysticism. Yet he, too, inculcates, in con-| 
fused and tumid phrase, a rapturous com- 
merce with God which transcends all lan- 
guage, all conception, ull modes, all media. 
T'hc impassioned Suso, the Minnesinger of 
mysticism, scarred and emaciated by years 
of cruel austerity, wrote down, in his cell 
washed by the waters of the lake of Constance, 
the conversation cf the Servant with the Ever- 
lasting Wisdom. There he describes the ab- 
sorption of the soul in “the wild waste” 
(die wilden wuesti) of Deity, and how it 
swims and is dissolved in the fathomless abyss 
of the inscrutable Godhead (in daz tit f ah 
grande der tutseloscn gotheit). We shall find 
occasion as wo proceed to point out the char- 
acteristic differences between these mystics 
of the fourteenth century and French mysti- 
cism in the seventeenth. 

Madame Guy on had still some lessons to 
learn. On a visit to Paris, the glittering 
equipages of the park, and the gayeties of 
St. Cloud, revived the old love of seeing and 
being seen. During a tour in the provinces 
with her husband, flattering visits and grace- 
ful* compliments everywhere followed such 
beauty, such accomplishments, and such vir- 
tue, with a delicate and intoxicating applause. 
Vanity — dormant, but not dead — awoke 
within her for the last time. She acknowl- 
edged, with bitter self-reproach, the power 
of the world, the weakness of her own re- 
solves. In the spiritual desertion which en- 
sued, she recognized the displeasure of her 
Lord, and was wretched. She applied to 
confessors — they were miserable comforters, 
all of them, flliey praised her while she 


herself was filled with self-loathing. Sho 
estimated the magnitude of her sins by the 
greatness of the favor which had been shown 
her. The bland worldliness of her religious 
advisers could not blind so true a heart, or 
pacify so wakeful a conscience. She found 
relief only in a repentant renewal of her self- 
dedication to the Saviour, in renouncing for- 
ever the last remnant of confidence in any 
strength of her own. 

It was about this period that she hod a re- 
markable conversation with a beggar, whom 
she found upon a bridge, as, followed by her 
footman, sho was walking one day to church. 
This singular mendicant refused hor offered 
alms — spoke to her of God and divine things 
— and then of her own state, her devotion, 
her trials, and her faults. He declared that 
God required of her not merely to labor as others 
did to secure their salvation, that they might 
escape the pains of hell, but to aim at such 
perfection and purity in this life, as to escape 
those of purgatory. She asked him who no 
was. He replied, that ho had formerly been 
a beggar, but how was such no more ; — 
mingled with the stream of people, and she 
never saw him afterwards. 

This incident is not unimportant. It be- 
trays the existence of perfectionist doctrine 
among the religious minds of the time, and 
indicates one great cause of the hostility 
with which that principle was assailed when 
subsequently proclaimed by Madame Guyon. 
Sho believed that God frequently visited the 
souls he most loved with inflictions of spirit- 
ual anguish — an inward consuming fire of 
distress, which was identical, both in charac- 
ter and object, with the purifying flame of 
purgatory. This interior purgation was do- 
signed to chastise transgression — to cleanse 
away the dross of self-dependence and of 
worldliness — to annihilate all selfish long- 
ings after even spiritual gifts and pleasures 
for their own sake — and to render the soul 
pure and passive, a perfect sacrifice to God. 
Madame Guyon must have been awaro that 
such a present and complete sanctification, if 
realized, would render purgatory needless. 
But, 60 far from giving any prominence to 
such a conclusion, she would probably have 
hesitated expressly to deduce it. Quietism, 
which aspires to a love disinterested even as 
regards perdition, could not dwell with satis- 
faction on the prospect of avoiding purgatory. 
Yet the mere announcement of such a perfec- 
tion as possible — and possible by such a 
course, especially when welcomed as it was 
by numbers — revealed to the suspioious vigi- 
lanot of priestcraft all it had to fear. If such 
a tenet prevailed, the lucrative traffic of 
indulgences was on the verge of bankruptcy. 
No devotee would impovish himself to buy ex- 
emption hereafter from a purifying process 
which he believed himself now experiencing 
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in the hourly sorrows he patiently endured. 
The soul which struggled to escape itself — 
to rise, beyond the gifts of God, to God — to 
ascend, beyond words and means, to a repose 
in God, which desired only the Divine Will, 
feared only the Divine displeasure, and sought 
to ignore its own capacities and power, would 
attach paramount importance no longer to the 
powers of the priesthood and the ritual of the 
Church. The Quietist might believe himself 
sincere in orthodoxy, mijzjht bow submissively 
to every ecclesiastical dictate, might choose 
him a director, and might reverence the sa- 
crament. But such abasement and such am- 
bition — distress so deep, and aims so lofty 
— were alike beyond the reach of the ordina- 
ry confessional. The oily syllables of abso- 
lution. would drop in vain on the troubled 
waves of a nature stirred to its inmost depths. 
It could receive peace only from the very 
hand of God. Thus priestly mediation would 
occupy a secondary place. The value of relics 
and of masses, of penances and paternosters, 
would everywhere fall. An absolute indiffer- 
ence to self-interest would induce indifference 
(hlso to those priestly baits by which that self- 
interest was allured. Such were the antici- 
pations which urged the Jesuits of Rome to 
pursue Molinos unto death with all the im- 
placability of fear. Their craft was in dan- 
ger. Hinc illce. lachryrruc. 

The beauty of Madame Guyon had cost her 
tender conscience many a pang. She had 
wept and prayed over that secret love of 
display which had repeatedly induced her to 
mingle with the thoughtless amusements of 
the world. At four-and- twenty the virulence 
of the small-pox releasod her from that snare. 
M. Guyon was laid up with the gout. She 
was left when the disorder seized her to the 
tender mercies of her mother-in-law. That 
inhuman woman refused to allow any but her 
own physician to attend her, yet for him she 
would not send. The disease, unchecked, had 
reached its height when a medical man, pass- 
ing that way, happened to call at the house. 
Shocked at the spectacle Madame Guyon pre- 
sented, he was proceeding at once to bleed 
her, expressing, in no measured terms, his 
indignation at the barbarity of such neglect. 
The mother-in-law would not hear of such a 
thing. He performed the operation in spite 
of her threats and invectives, leaving her al- 
most beside herself with rage. That lancet 
saved the life of Madamo Guyon, and disap- 
ointed the relative who had hoped to see 
er die. When at length she recovered, she 
refused to avail herself of the cosmetics gen- 
erally used to conceal the ravages of thq dis- 
order. Throughout her suffering she had 
never uttered a murmur, or felt a fear. She 
had even concealed the cruelty of her mother- 
in-law. She said, that if God hod designed 
her to retain her beauty, He would not have 


sent the scourge to remove it. Her friends 
expected to find her inconsolable — they heard 
her speak only of thankfulness and joy. Her 
confessor reproached her with spiritual pide. 
The affection of her husband was visibly di- 
minished. Yet the heart of Madame Guyon 
overflowed with joy. It appeared to her that 
the God to whom she longed to be wholly 
given up had accepted her surrender, and 
was removing everything that might interpose 
between Himself and her. 

The experience of Madame Guyon, hitherto, 
had been such as to teach her the sur- 
render of every earthly source of gratifica- 
tion or ground of confidence. Yet one more 
painful stage on the road of self-annihilation 
remained to be traversed. She must learn to 
give up cheerfully even spiritual pleasures. 
In the year 1674, according to the probable 
calculation of Mr. Upham, she was made to 
enter what she terms a state of desolation, 
which lasted, with little intermission, for 
nearly seven years. All was emptiness, dark- 
ness, sorrow. She describes herself as cast 
down, like Nebuchadnezzar, from a throne of 
enjoyment, to live among the beasts. “ Alas !” 
she exclaimed, “ is it possible that this heart, 
formerly all on fire, snould now become like 
ice?” The heavens were as brass, and shut 
out her prayers ; horror and trembling took 
the place of tranquillity ; hopelessly oppressed 
with guilt, she saw herself a victim destined 
fbr hell. In vain for her did the church 
doors open, the holy bells ring, the deep- 
voiced intonations of the priest arise and fall, 
the chanted psalm ascend, through clouds of 
azure wandering incense. The power and 
the charm of the service had departed. Of 
what avail was music to a burning wilderness 
athirst for rain? Gladly would sne have had 
recourse to the vow, to the pilgrimage, to the 
penance, to any extremity of self-torture. She 
felt the impotence of such remedies for such 
anguish. She had no ear for comfort, no eye 
for hope, not even a voice for complaint. 

During this period the emotional element 
of religion in her mind appears to have suf- 
fered an almost entire suspension. Regard- 
ing the loss of certain feelings of delight as 
the loss of the divine favor, she naturally snnjc 
deeper and deeper in despondency. A condi- 
tion by no means uncommon in ordinary 
Christian experience assumed, in her case, a 
morbid character. Our emotions may be 
chilled, or kindled, in ever-varying degrees* 
from innumerable causes. We must accus- 
tom ourselves to the habitual performance of 
duty whether attended or not with feelings 
of a pleasurable nature. It is generally 
found that those powerful emotions of joy 
which attend, at first, the new and exalting 
consciousness of peace with God, subside after 
awhile. As we grow in religious strength 
and knowledge, a steady principle supplies 
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their place. We aro refreshed, from time to | 
time, by seasons of heightened joy and confi- 
dence, but we cease to be dependent upon 
feeling. At the same time, there is nothing 
in Scripture to check our desire for retaining 
as constantly as possible a sober gladness, for 
finding duty delightful, and the “joy of the 
Lord’ ’our strength. These are the truths 
which the one-sided and unqualified expres- 
sions of Mudame Guyon at once exaggerate 
and obscure. 

During this dark interval M. Guyon died. 

, His widow undertook the formidable task of 
settling his disordered affairs. Her brother 

g ave her no assistance; her mother-in-law 
urassed and hindered to her utmost; yet 
Mudame Guyon succeeded in arranging a 
chaos of papers, and bringing a hopeless im- 
broglio of business matters into order, with 
an integrity and a skill which excited univer- 
sal admiration. She felt it was her duty ; 
she believed that divine assistance was vouch- 
safed for its discharge. Of business, she 
says, she knew as little as of Arabic ; but she 
knew not what she could accomplish till she 
tried. Minds far more visionary than hers 
lmve evinced a still greater aptitude for prac- 
tical affairs. Sho never imagined, like Igna- 
tius Loyola, that the mystery of the Trinity 
was unfolded to the immediate gaze of her 
mortal eyesight, or that time, before her 
exalted vision, rolled away its accumulated 
ages, and disclosed the secrets of creation, 
and the marvels of the six days. She dared 
not to dream, with Swedenborg, that the 
franchise of the celestial city was already hers 
— its topography and its legislature— its 
manners and its customs, revealed for her 
inspection — its saints and seraphim, her 
familiar visitants. Yet both Loyola and 
Swedenborg were eminent in different wavs 
for expertness and promptitude in action, for 
accurate mastery of detail, for sagacious man- 
agement of mankind. Like the Knight of La 
Mancha, they could display an excellent judg- 
ment in every province of life unoccupied by 
the illusions of their spiritual knight-errantry. 

The twenty-second of July, 1680, is cele- 
brated by Madame Guyon, as the happy era 
of her deliverance. A letter from La Combe 
was the instrument of a restoration as won- 
derful in her eyes as the bondage. This ec- 
clesiastic had been first introduced by Madame 
Guyon into the path of mystical perfection. 
His name is associated with her own in the 
early history of the Quietfet movement. He 
subsequently became her director, but was 
always more her disciple than her guide. 
His admiration for her amounted to a pas- 
sion. Incessant persecution and long solitary 
imprisonment, combined, with deyotional ex- 
travagance, to cloud with insanity at last an 
intellect never powerful. This feeble and 
affectionate soul perished, the victim of Quiet- 
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ism, and perhaps of love. It should not be 
forgotten, that before the inward condition of 
Maclaine Guyon changed thus remarkably for 
the better, her outward circumstances had 
undergono a similar improvement. She lived 
now in her own house, with her children 
about her. That Sycorax, her mother-in-law, 
dropped gall no longer into her daily cup of 
life. Domestic tormentors, worse than the 
oblins which buffeted St. Antony,. assailed 
er peace no more. An outer sky grown thus 
serene, an air thus purified, may well have 
contributed to chase away the night of the 
soul, and to give to a few words of kindly 
counsel from La Combe the brightness of the 
day-star. Our simple-hearted enthusiast was 
not so absolutely indifferent as she thought 
herself to the changes of thfe transitory world. 

Madame Guyon had now triumphantly sus- 
tained the last of those trials, which, like the 
probation of the ancient mysteries, made the 
porch of mystical initiation a passage terrible 
with pain and peril. Henceforward she is 
the finished Quietfet ; henceforward, when 
she relates her own experience, she describes 
Quietism, At times, when the children did* 
not require her care, she would walk out into 
a neighboring wood, and there, under the 
shade of the trees, amidst the singing of the 
birds, she now passed as many happy hours 
as sho had known months of sorrow. Her 
own language will best indicate the thoughts 
which occupied this peaceful retirement, and 
exhibit the principle there deepened and 
matured. She says here in her Autobiog- 
raphy : — 

When I had lost all created supports, and even 
divine ones, I then found myself happily neces- 
sitated to fall into the pure divine, and to fall 
into it through all which seemed to remove me 
farther from it. In losing all the gifts, with all 
their supports, I found the Giver. 0, poor 
creatures, who pass along all your time in feed- 
ing on the gifts of God, and think therein to be 
most favored and happy, how I pity you if ye 
stop here, jhort of the true rest, and cease to go 
forward to God, through resignation of the same 
gifts ! How many pass all their lives this way, 
and think highly of themselves therein ! There 
are others who, being designed of God to die to 
themselves, yet pass all their time id a dying 
life, and in inward agonies, without ever enter- 
ing into God, through death and total loss ; be- 
cause they are always willing to retain something 
under plausible pretexts, and so never lose self 
to the whole extent of the designs of God. Where- 
fore, they never enjoy God in his fulness — a loss 
that will not perfectly be known until another 
life. — Autobiography , vol. i., p. 168. 

She describes herself as having ceased from 
all self-originated action and choice. To her 
amazement and unspeakable happiness, it ap- 
peared as though all such natural movement 
existed no longer — a higher power had dfe- 
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placed and occupied its room. 44 1 even per- 
ceived no more (she continues) the soul which 
He had formerly conducted by his rod and His 
staff, because now He alone appeared to me, 
my soul having given up its place to Him. It 
seemed to me as if it was wholly and alto- 
gether passed into its God, to make but one 
and the same thing with Him ;• even as a little 
drop of water cast into the sea receives the 
qualities of the sea.” She speaks of herself as 
now practising the virtues no longer as virtues 
— that is, not by separate and constrained 
efforts. It would have required effort not to 
practise them. Tim soul thus united with 
God 44 has imminent in itself the essence of 
all Christian virtues and duties, which natu- 
rally and without effort, os if a man should 
have them without^knowing that he had them, 
develop themselves on appropriate occasions 
by their own law of action.” — Upkam , vol. i., 

p. 108. 

Somewhat later she expresses herself in lan- 
guage rendered by Mr. Upkam as follows : — 

The soul passing out of itself by dying to itself 
necessarily passes into its divine object This is 
the law of its transition. When it passes out of 
self, which is limited, and therefore is not God, 
and consequently is evil , it necessarily passes into 
the unlimited and universal, which is God, and 
therefore is the true good. My own experience 
seemed to me to be a verification of this. My 
spirit* disenthralled from selfishness, became 
united with and lost in God, its Sovereign, who 
attracted it more and more to Himself. And this 
was so much the case, that I could seem to see 
and know God only, and not myself. ... It was 
thus that my soul was lost in God, who commu- 
nicated to it his qualities, having drawn it out 
of all that it had of its own. ... 0, happy pov- 
erty, happy loss, happy nothing, which gives no 
less than God himself in his own immensity — no 
more circumscribed to the limited manner of the 
creation, but always drawing it out of that to 
plunge it wholly into his divine Essence ! Then 
the soul knows that all the states of self-pleasing 
visions, of intellectual illuminations, of ecstasies 
and raptures, of whatever value they might onoe 
have been, are now rather obstacles than advance- 
ments ; and that they are not of service in the 
state of experience which is far above them ; be- 
cause the state which has props or supports, 
which is the case with the merely illuminated 
and ecstatic state, rests in them in some degree, 
and has pain to lose them. But the soul cannot 
arrive at the state of which I am now speaking, 
without the loss of all such supports and helps. 
.... The soul is then so submissive, and per- 
haps we may say so passive — that is to say, is 
so disposed equally to receive from the hand of 
God either good or evil — as is truly astonishing. 
It receives both the one and the other without 
any selfish emotions, letting them flow and be 
lost as they came. — Vol. i., pp. 262, 268. 

These passages convey the substance of the 
doctrine which, illustrated and expressed in 


various ways, pervades all the writings of 
Madame Guyon. This is the principle, 
adorned by the fancy of her Torrents and in- 
culcated in the practical directions of her 
Short Method of Prayer . Such is the state to 
which Quietism proposes to conduct its vota- 
ries. In some places, she qualifies the strength 
of her expressions — she admits that we are 
not at all times equally conscious of this ab- 
solute union of the soul with its centre — the 
lower nature may not be always insensible to 
distress. But the higher, the inmost element 
of the soul is all the while profoundly calm, 
and recollection presently imparts a similar 
repose to the inferior nature. There is a sep- 
aration here similar to that described by 
Richard of St. Victor, and other mystics, os 
the parting asunder of the soul and spirit. 
When the soul has thus passed, as she phrases 
it, out of the Nothing into the All, when its 
fee t ore set in 44 a large room” (nothing less, 
according to her interpretation, than the com- 
pass of Infinity), 44 a substantial or essential 
word” is spoken there. It is a continuous 
word, potent, ineffable, ever uttered without 
language. It is the immediate unchecked 
operation of resident Deity. What it speaks, 
it effects. It is blissful and mysterious as the 
language of heaven. We border here on the 
almost pantheistic maxim of Eckart, that God 
is what he does. With Madame Guyon, the 
events of Providence are God, and the decisions 
of the sanctified judgment respecting them are 
nothing less than the immediate voice of God 
in the soul. She compares the nature thus at 
rest in God to a tablet on which the divine 
hand writes — it must be hold perfectly still, 
else the characters traced there will be dis- 
torted or incomplete. In her very humility 
she verges on the audacity which arrogates 
inspiration. If she, passive and helpless, 
really acts no more, the impulses she feels, 
her words, her actions, must all bear the im- 
press of an infallible divine sanction. It is 
easy to see that her speech and action — al- 
ways well-meant, but frequently ill-judged — 
were her own after all, though nothing of her 
own seemed left. She acknowledges that she 
was sometimes at a loss as to the course of 
duty. She was guided more than onoe by 
random passages of the Bible and the casual 
expressions of others, somewhat after the 
fashion of the sortes Virgiliaaae and the omens 
of ancient Rome. Her knowledge of Scripture, 
the native power of her intellect, and the ten- 
derness of ner conscience, preserved her from 
pushing the doctrine of the inward light to 
its worst extreme. A few steps farther in 
that course and we meet with the mediaeval 
fanatics who declared themselves a manifesta- 
tion of the Holy Ghost — and with the pro- 
phetic jargon and fantastic outrage of the 
maddest fmlowera of George Fox. 

The errors of the doctrine which Madame 
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Guyon was henceforward to preach with so 
much seif-denying love, so much intrepid con- 
stancy, appear to us to lie upon the surface. 
Quietism tends to confound together the evil 
and the finite. The limited existence of man 
is represented as inevitably evil, and as ob- 
literated rather than restored by salvation. 
German pantheism has systematically elabor- 
ated this mistake. The early German mystics 
adorned it with all the fiowers of their florid 
and vehement rhetoric. Our very individual- 
ity was made a crime. 

Again, the passages we have given convey, 
unquestionably, the idea of a practical substi- 
tution of God for the soul in the case of the 
perfectly sanctified. This exaggeration con- 
tinually recurs in the eloquent sermons 
of Tauter. The soul within the soul is Deity. 
When all is desolate, silent, the divine 
Majesty arises, thinks, feels, and acts, within 
the transformed humanity. It is quite true 
that, as sanctification progresses, Christian 
virtuo becomes more easy as tho new habit 
gains strength. In many respects it is true, 
us Madame Guyon says, that effort would be 
requisite to neglect or violate certain duties 
or commands rather than to perform them. 
But this facility results from the constitution 
of our nature. We carry on the new economy 
within with less outcry, less labor, less con- 
fusion and resistance than we did whep the 
revolution was recent, but we carry it on still 

— working, with divino assistance. God 
works in man, hut not instead of man. It is 
one thing to harmonize, in some measure, the 
human will with the divine, another to sub- 
stitute divine volitions for the human. Every 
man has within him Conscience — the judge 
(often bribed or clamored down) ; Will — the 
marshal ; Imagination — the poet ; Under- 
standing — the student ; Desire — the mer- 
chant, venturing its store of affection, and 
gazing out on the future in search of some 
home-bound argosy of happiness. But all 
these powers are found untrue to their alle- 
giance. The ermine — the baton — the song 

— the books — the merchandise, are at the 
service of a usurper — sin. When the Spirit 
renews the mind there is no massacre — no 
slaughterous sword filling with dead the streets 
of the soul's city, and making man the ruin 
of his former self. These faculties are re- 
stored to loyalty, and reinstated under God. 
Then Conscience gives verdict, for the most 
part, according to the divine statute-book and 
is habitually obeyed. Then the lordly Will 
Assumes again a lowly yet noble vassalage. 
Then the aream of Imagination is a dream no 
longer, for the reality of heaven transcends it. 
Then the Understanding burns the magic 
books in the market-place, and breaks the 
wand of its curious arts — but studies still, for 
eternity as well as time. The activity of 
Desire amasses still, according to its nature 


— for some treasure man must have. But the 
treasure is on earth no longer. It is the ad- 
vantage of such a religion that the very same 
laws of our being guide our spiritual and our 
natural life. The same self-control and watch- 
ful diligence which built up the worldly 
habits towards the summit of success, may 
be applied at once to those habits which 
ripen us for heaven. The old experience will 
serve. But the mystic can find no common 
point between himself and other men. He 
is cut off from them, for he believes he has 
another constitution of being, inconceivable 
by them — not merely other tastes and a 
higher aim. The olyjcct of Christian love may 
be inconceivable, but the affection itself is not 
so. It is dangerous to represent it ns a mys- 
terious and almost incomprehensible senti- 
ment, which finds no parallel in our experience 
elsewhere. Our faith in Christ, as well ns 
our love to Christ, are similar to our faith and 
love as exorcised towards our fellow-creatures. 
Regeneration imparts no new faculty, it gives 
only a new direction to the old. 

Quietism opposed to the mercenary re- 
ligion of the common and consistent Roman- 
ism around it, the doctrine of disinterested 
love. Revolting from the coarse machinery 
of a corrupt system, it took refuge in an un- 
natural refinement. The love inculcated in 
Scripture is equally remote from the imprac- 
ticable indifference of Quietism and the com- 
mercial principle of Superstition. Long ago, 
at Alexandria, Philo endeavored to escape 
from an effete and carnal Judaism, to a simi- 
lar elevation. The Persian Sufis were ani- 
mated with the same ambition in reaction 
against the frigid legalism of the creed of 
Islam. Extreme was opposed to extreme, in 
like -manner, when Quietism, disgusted with 
the unblushing inconsistencies of nominal 
Christianity, proclaimed its doctrine of per- 
fection — of complete sanctification by faith. 
This is not a principle peculiar to mysticism . 
It is of little practical importance. It is 
difficult to see how it can be applied to indi- 
vidual experience. The man who has reached 
such a state of purity must be the last to 
know it. If we do not, by some strange con- 
fusion of thought, identify ourselves with 
God, the nearer we approach Him the more 
profoundly must we be conscious of our dis- 
tance. As in a still water we may see re- 
flected the bird that sings in an overhanging 
tree, and the bird that soars towards tho 
zenith — the image deepest as the ascent is 
highest — so is it with our approximation to 
the Infinite Holiness. Madame Guyon admits 
that she found it necessary jealously to guard 
humility, to watch and pray — that her state 
was one only of “ comparative immutability.” 
It appears to us that perfection is prescribed 
as a goal ever to be approached, but ever 
practically inaccessible. Whatever degree of 
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sanctification any one may have attaiued, it Tlionon, Turin, and Grenoble. Wherever she 
must always be possible to conceive of a state went, she was indefatigable in works of 
yet more advanced ; it must always be a duty charity, and also in the diffusion of her 
diligently to labor towards it. peculiar doctrines concerning self-abandon- 

Quietist as she was, few lives have been ment and disinterested love. Strong in the 
more busy than that of Madame Guyon with persuasion of her divine mission, she could 
the activities of an indefatigable benevolence, not re9t without endeavoring to influence the 
It was only self-originated action which she mind,s around her. The singular charm of 
strove to annihilate. In her case, Quietism her conversation won a speedy ascendency 
contained a reformatory principle. Genufles- over nearly all with whom she came in con- 
ions and crossings were of little value in com- tact. It is Qasy to see how a remarkable 
parison with inward abasement and crucifix- natural gift in this direction contributed both 
ion. The prayers repeated by rote in the to the attempt and the success. But the 
oratory were immeasurably inferior to that Quietist had buried nature, and to nature she 
Prayer of Silence she so strongly commends — would owe nothing — these conversational 
that prayer which, unlimited to times and powers could be, in her eyes, only a special 
seasons, unhindered by words, is a state gift of utterance from above. This mistake 
rather than an act — a continuous sense of reminds us of the story of certain monks upon 
submission, which breathes, moment by mo- whose cloister garden the snow never lay, 
ment, from the serene depth of the soul, though all the country round was buried in 
“ Thy will be done.” But we must not sup- the rigor of a northern winter. The marvel- 

r that all who embraced Quietism were so lous exemption, long attributed by superstition 
enlightened as its ardent and intrepid to miracle, was discovered to arise simply 
apostle. Mysticism was not, in reality, from certain thermal springs which had their 
a phenomenon new to the priesthood. They source within the sacred inclosure. It is 
were prepared to turn that, like everything thus that the warmth and vivacity of natural 
else, to their own advantage. The artfin temperament has been commonly regarded by 
director made the doctrine of passivity very the mystic as nothing less than a fiery im- 
serviceable. It was attractive to feeble partation from the altar of the celestial 
minds, and out of it he forged their fetters, temple. 

Their passivity must be submission to him , At^Thonon her apartment was visited by a 
who was to be to them as God. succession of applicants from every class. 

As contrasted with the mysticism of St. who laid bare their hearts before her, and 
Theresa, that of Mudamo Guyon appears to sought from her lips spiritual guidance or 
great advantage. She guards her readers consolation. She met them separately and in 
against attempting to form any image of God. groups, for conference and for prayer. At 
She aspires to an intellectual elevation — a Grenoble, she says, she was for some time 
spiritual intuition, above the sensuous region engaged from six o'clock in the morning till 
of theurgy, of visions, and of dreams. She eight at evening in speaking of God to nil 
saw no Jesuits in heaven bearing white ban- sorts of persons — 44 friars, priests, men of the 
ners among the heavenly throng of the re- world, maids, wives, widows, all came, one 
deemed. She beheld no devil, “ like a little after another, to hear what was to be said.” 
negro,” sitting on her breviary. She did not ( Upham , vol. i., p. 357.) Her efforts among 
hear the voice of Christ 44 like a low whistle.” the members of the House of the Novitiates in 
She did not see the Saviour in an ecstasy draw- that city were eminently successful, and she 
ing the nail out oi his hand. She felt no appears to have been of real service to many 
large white dove flustering above her head.* who had sought peace in vain by the austen- 
But she did not spend her days in founding tics and the routine of monastic seclusion, 
convents — a slave to the interests of the Meanwhile, she was active, both at Thonon 
clergy. So they made a saint of Theresa, and and Grenoble, in the establishment of hospi- 
a confessor of Madame Guyon. tals. She carried on a large and continually 

In the summer of 1681, Madame Guyon, increasing correspondence. In the former 
now thirty-four years of age, quitted Paris place, she wrote her Tm rents; in the latter, 
for Gex, a town lying at the foot of the Jura, she published her Short Method of Prayer , 
about twelve miles from Geneva. It was and commenced her Commentaries on the 
arranged that she should take some part in Bible. 

the foundation and management of a new But, alas ! all this earnest, tireless toil is 
religious and charitable institution there, unauthorized. Bigotry hikes the alarm, and 
A period of five years was destined to elapse cries, the church is in danger. Priests who 
berore her return to the capital. During this were asleep — priests who were place-hunting 
interval, she resided successively at Gex, — priests who were pleasure-hunting, awoke 

from their doze, or drew breath in their 
* La Vida de la B. M. Theresa de Jesus, pp. chase, to observe this woman whose life re- 
300, 302, 310, 227. Ed. 1615. 1 baked them — to observe and to assail her ; 
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for rebuke, in their terminology, was scandal. 
Persecution hemmed her in on every side ; no 
annoyance was too petty, no calumny too 
gross, for priestly jealousy. The inmates of 
the religious community she had enriched 
were taught to insult her — tricks were de- 
vised to frighten her by horrible appearances 
and unearthly noises — her windows were 
broken — her letters were intercepted.* Thus, 
before a year had elapsed* she was driven 
from Hex. Some called her a sorceress ; 
others, more malignant yet, stigmatized her 
as half a Protestant. She had, indeed, rec- 
ommended the reading of the Scriptures to all, 
and spoken slightingly of mere bowing and 
bead-counting. Monstrous contumacy — said, 
with one voice, spiritual slaves and spiritual 
elave-ownere — that a woman, desired by her 
bishop to do one thing, should discover an in- 
ward call to do another. At Thonon , the priests 
burnt in the public square all they could find 
treating of the inner life, and went home elated 
with their performance. One thought may have 
embittered their triumph — had it only been 
flesh instead of paper. She inhabited a poor 
cottage that stood by itself in the fields, at 
some distance from Thonon. Attached to it 
was a little garden, in the management of 
which she took pleasure. One night a rabble 
from the town were incited to temfy her with 
their drunken riot — they trampled down and 
laid waste the garden, hurled stones in at the 
windows, and shouted their threats, insults, 
and curses, round the house the whole night. 
Then came an episcopal order to quit the 
diocese. When competed subsequently, by 
the opposition she encountered, to withdraw 
secretly from Grenoble, she was advised to 
take xefuge at Marseilles. She arrived in 
that city at ten o’clock in the morning, but 
that very afternoon all was in uproar against 
her, so vigilant and implacable were her en- 
emies. 

In the year 1G86, Madame Guyon returned 
to Paris, and entered the head-quarters of 
persecution. Rumors reached her, doubtless, 
from beyond the Alps, of cruel measures 
taken against opinions similar to her own 
which had spread rapidly in Italy. But she 
know not that all these severities originated 
with Louis XIV. and his Jesuit advisers — 
that her king, while revoking the Edict of 
Nantes, and despatching his dragoons to ex- 
tirpate Protestantism in France, was sending 
orders to D’Etrees, his ambassador at Rome, 
to pursue with the utmost rigor Italian 
Quietism — and that the monarch, who shone 
and smiled at Marly and Versailles, was 

* She appears to havo attributed these alarms, 
in several instances, to demoniacal agency. — Au- 
tobiog ., vol. ii., p. 5. A colloquy of Erasmus, en- 
titled Virgo pcciuleru , satirizes, amusingly enough, 
these hobgoblin devices, so frequently employed 
by the monks. 
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crowding with victims the dungeons of the 
Roman Inquisition. 

The leader of Quietism in Italy was one 
Michael de Molinos, a Spaniard, a man of 
blameless life, of eminent and comparatively 
enlightened piety. His book, entitled The 
Spiritual Guide , was published in 1075, sanc- 
tioned by five famous doctors, four of them 
Inquisitors, and one a Jesuit, and passed, 
within six years, through twenty editions in 
different languages. Ilia real doctrine was 
probably identical in substance with that of 
Madame Guyon. It was openly favored by 
many nobles and ecclesiastics of distinguished 
rank ; by D’Etrees among the rest. Molinos 
had apartments assigned him in the Vatican, 
and was held in high esteem by Infallibility 
itself. But the Inquisition and the Jesuits, 
supported by all the influence of France, were 
sure of their game. The audacity of the In- 
quisitors went so far as to 83nd a deputation 
to examine the orthodoxy of the man called 
Innocent XI. ; for even the tiara was not to 
shield the patron of Molinos from suspicions 
of heresy. The courtier-cardinal D'Etrees 
found new light in the missives of his master. 
He stood committed to Quietism. He had 
not only embraced the opinions of Molinos, 
but had translated into Italian the book of 
Malaval, a French Quietist, far more extreme 
than Molinos himself. Yet he l>ecamc, at a 
moment’s notice, the accuser of his friend. 
He produced the letter of Louis rebuking the 
faithless sloth of the pontiff who could enter- 
tain a heretic in his palace, while he, the 
eldest son of the church, toiled incessantly 
to root out heresy from the soil of France ; 
he read before the Inquisitorial Tribunal 
extracts from the papers of Molinos ; ho 
protested that he had seemed to receive, in 
order at the proper juncture more effectually 
to expose, tnese abominable mj-steries. If 
these professions were false, D’Etrees was a 
heretic ; if truo, a villain. The Inquisitors, 
of course, deemed his testimony too valuable 
to be refused. In the eyes of such men the 
enormous crime which he pretended was nat- 
ural, familiar, praiseworthy. Depths of 
baseness beyond the reach of ordinary iniqui- 
ty are heights of virtue with the followers of 
Dominic and Loyola. Guilt, which even a 
bad man would account a blot upon his life, 
becomes, in the annals of their zeal, a star. 
The Spanish Inquisitor-General, Valdes, who 
raised to the highest pitch his reputo for 
sanctity, secured tne objects of bis ambition, 
averted, the dangers wnich threatened him, 
and preserved his ill-gotten wealth from the 
grasp of the crown, simply by his activity as 
a persecutor, made a practice of sending spies 
to mix (under pretence of being converts or 
inquirers) among the suspected Xutherans of 
Valladolid and Seville. Desraarets de St. 
Sorlin denounced, and caused to be burnt, a 
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poor, harmless madman, named Morin, who 
fancied himself the Holy Ghost. Counselled 
by the Jesuit confessor of Louis, Father 
Canard, he pretended to become his disciple, 
and then betrayed him. This Desmarets, be 
it remembered, had written a book called Lcs 
Delices de V Esprit, happily characterized by a 
French wit, when he proposed deliccs to read 
delires . Those immoral consequences which 
the enemies of Madame Guvon professed to 
discern in her writings, are drawn openly in 
the sensual and blasphemous phraseology of 
this religious extravaganza. But because 
Desmarets was a useful man to the Jesuits — 
because he had drawn away some of the nuns 
of the Port Royal — because he had given the 
flames a victim — because he was protected 
by Canard — the same Archbishop of Paris 
who imprisoned Madame Guyon, honored 
with his sanction the ravings of the licentious 
visionary. So little had any sincere dread of 
spiritual extravagance to do with the hostility 
concentrated on the disciples of Quietism. 
The greater portion of the priesthood feared 
only lest men should learn to become relig- 
ious on their own account. The leaders of 
the movement against Madame Guyon w r ere 
animated by an additional motive. They 
knew they should delight His Most Christian 
Majesty by affording him another opportunity 
of manifesting his zeal for orthodoxy, and they 
wished to strike at the reputation of Fenelon 
through Madame Guyon. The fate of Molinos 
decided hers, and hers that of the Archbishop 
of Cambray. 

The only crime brought home to the follow- 
ers of Molinos was a preference for the re- 
ligion of the heart to that of the rosary ; the 
substitution of a devout retirement for the 
observance of certain superstitious forms and 
seasons. His condemnation was determined. 
After an imprisonment of two voars he was 
exhibited in the Temple of Minerva, his 
hands bound, and a lighted taper between 
them. A plenary indulgence was granted to 
ail who should be present ; a vast concourse 
listened to the sentence ; hired voices cried, 
“To the fire! to the fire!” the mob was 
stirred to a frenzy of fanaticism. His last 
gaze upon the world beheld a sea of infuriate 
faces, the pomp of his triumphant adversaries 
— then to the gloom and solitude of the dun- 
geon in which lie was to languish till death 
bestowed release. 

At Paris, Madame Guyon became the 
centre of a small but illustrious circle, who 
listened with delight to her exposition of that 
Quietism to which the tender earnestness of 
her l&iguagc and her manner lent so inde- 
scribable a charm. There were the Duke and 
Duchess of Beauvilliers, the Duke and Duch- 
ess of Chevreuse, the Duchess of Bethune, 
and the Countess of Guiche. The daughters 
of Colbert and of Fouquet forgot the long en- 
mity of their fathers iu a religious friendship, 


whose tie was yet more closely drawn by their 
common admiration for Madame &uyon. 
But letters filled with complaints against La 
Combe and Madame Guyon pourea in upon 
Harley, Archbishop of Paris. Ho procured 
the arrest of La Combe, who spent the re- 
mainder of his days in various prisons. A 
little calumny and a forged letter obtained 
from the king a letlre de cachet confining 
Madame Guyon to an apartment in the Con- 
vent of St. Marie. The sisters were.strongly 
prejudiced against her, but her gentle patience 
won all hearts, and her fair jailers soon vied 
with each other in praises of their fascinating 

S risoner. An examination elicited nothing 
ecidedly unfavorable. Not a stain could be 
detected in lier character ; she offered to 
submit all her papers and her writings to in- 
vestigation. The intercession of Madame 
Miramion and other friends with Madame de 
Maintenon, procured her release after a cap- 
tivity of eight months. 

The most dangerous enemy Madame Guyon 
had as yet was her own half-brother, Pdre La 
Mothe. He had calumniated her in secret 
while in Switzerland ; he was still more active 
now she was in Paris. He wished to become 
her Director, but La Combe was in the way. 
The artifices of La Mothe procured his arrest. 
He advised Madame Guyon, with hypocritical 
protestations of friendship, to flee to Montar- 
gis from the scandalous reports he himself 
had circulated, and from adversaries he him- 
solf had raised up. Then she would have 
been at his mercy — he would have pointed 
to her flight as a proof of guilt, and her own 
property and the guardianship of her children 
might have been secured for himself. Ho 
injured her as a relation only could. People 
said her cause must be a bad one, since her 
own brother was constrained, from regard to 
the credit of religion, to bear witness against 
her. A woman who had committed sacrilege 
atLyons, and had run away from the convent 
of ponitents at Dijon, was employed by him 
to forge letters which should damage the 
character of Madame Guyon ; to personate 
one of her maids and go from confessor to 
confessor throughout Paris, asserting that 
after living sixteen or' seventeen years with 
her mistress she had quitted her, at last, with 
disgust at her abominable life. 

Released from the convent of St. Marie, 
Madame Guyon was conducted by her court 
friends to express her thanks to Madame de 
Maintenon at St. Cyr. This institution had 
been founded, ten years previously, for the 
education of the daughters of noble but im- 
poverished families. The idea originated with 
Madame de Maintenon ; it was executed with 
royal speed and magnificence by Louis, and 
St. Cyr became her favorite resort. In fif- 
teen months two thousand six hundred work- 
men raised the structure, on a marshy soil, 
about half a league from Paris — the genius of 
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Mansard presided over the architecture — the 
style of tne ordinances was revised by Boileau 
and Racine. There three hundred young 
ladies of rank, dressed in gowns of brown 
crape, with white quilted caps, tied with 
ribbons, whose color indicated the class to 
which they belonged in the school, studied 
geography and drawing, heard mass, sang in 
the choir, and listened to preachments from 
the lips of Madame Brinon — who discoursed, 
so swore some of the courtiers, as eloquently 
as Bourdaloue himself. Tired out with the 
formal splendors of Versailles, Madame de 
Maintenon was never so happy as when play- 
ing the part of lady-abbess at St. Cyr. Often 
she would be there by six in the morning, 
would herself assist at the toilet of the pupils, 
would take a class throughout the day, would 
give the novices lessons on spiritual experi- 
ence ; nothing in its routine wus dull, nothing 
in its kitchen was mean. She hated Fontaine- 
bleau, for it tore her from her family at St. 
Cyr. For the private theatricals of St. Cyr, 
Racine wrote Esther, at the request of Mad- 
ame de Maintenon. Happy was the courtier 
who could obtain permission to witness one of 
these representations, who could tell with 
triumph to envious groups of the excluded, 
what an admirable Ahasuerus Madame de 
Cnylus made, what a spirited Mordecai was 
Mademoiselle de Glapion, how the graceful 
Mademoiselle de Veillenne charmed the 
audience in the prayer of Esther — in short, 
how far the Esther surpassed the Phedra, and 
the actresses, the Raisins and the Chammel£s 
of the Parisian boards. Louis himself drew 
up the list of admissions, as though it were 
for a journey to Marly — he was the first to 
enter — and stood at the door, with the cata- 
logue of names in one hand, and his cane held 
across as a barrier in the other, till all the 
privileged had entered. But the fashion of 
asceticism which grew with every year of 
Maintenon's reign threw its gloom over St. 
Cyr. The absolute vows were introduced, 
and much of the monotonous austerity of con- 
ventual life. Religious excitement was the 
only resource left to the inmates if they would 
not die of ennui. This relief was brought 
them by Madame Guyon. 

Madame Maintenon was touched with pity 
for the misfortunes of Madame Guyon, with 
admiration for such patience, such forgetful- 
ness of self — she found in the freshness and 
fervor of her religious conversation a charm 
which recalled the warmer feelings of youth, 
which was welcome, for its elevation, after 
the fatigue and anxiety of state ; for its 
sweetness, as contrasted with the barren 
minutias of rigid formalism ; she invited her 
constantly to her table — she encouraged her 
visits to St. Cyr — she met with her, and 
with Fenelon, at the Hotels de Chevreuseand 
Beauvilliers, where a religious coterie assem- 


bled three times a week to disouss the myste- 
ries of inward experience. Thus, during 
three or four years of favor with Madame de 
Maintenon, Madame Guyon bocamo in effect 
the spiritual instructress of St. Cyr, and found 
herself at Paris surrounded by disciples whose 
numbers daily increased, and whom she with- 
drew from the licentious gayeties pf the capi- 
tal. At St. Cyr the young ladies studied her 
books, and listened to her as an oracle — tho 
thoughtless grew serious — the religious 
strained every faculty to imitate the attain- 
ments of one in whom they saw the ideal of 
devotion. In Paris, mystical . terminology 
became the fashionable language — it was 
caught up and glibly uttered by wits and 
rou£s — it melted from the lips of beauties 
who shot languishing glances at their ad- 
mirers, while they affected to bo weary of tho 
world, and coquetted while they talked sig- 
nificantly of holy indifference or pure love. 
Libertines, like Treville, professed reform, and 
wrote about mysticism — atheists, turned 
Christians, like Corbinelli, now become 
Quietists, and might be seen in the salon of 
Madame le Maigre, where Corbinelli shone, 
the brilliant expositor of tlie new religious 
romanticism. 

During this period, Madame Guyon became 
acquainted with Fenelon. At their first in- 
terview she was all admiration, he all dis- 
trust. “ Her mind,” she says, “ had been 
taken up with him with much tree and sweet- 
ness it seemed to be revealed to her that he 
should become one of her spiritual children. 
Fenelon, on his part, thought she had neg- 
lected her duty to her family for an imaginary 
mission. But he had inquired concerning her 
life at Montargis, and heard only praise. 
After a few conversations bis doubts vanished 
— he had proposed objections — requested 
explanations — ■ pointed out unguarded expres- 
sions in her boots — she was modest, submis- 
sive, irresistible. There was a power in her 
language, her manner, her surviving beauty, 
which mysteriously dissipated prejudioe, 
which even Nicole, Bossuet, Boileau, Gaillard, 
could not withstand when they conversed with* 
her — which was only overcome when they* 
had ceased to behold her fooe, when her per- 
suasive accents sounded no longer in their 
ears. She recalled to tho thoughts of Feno- 
lon his youthful studies at St. SuTpice ; — there 
he had perused the mystical divines in dusty 
tomes, clasped and brazen-cornered — now he 
beheld their buried doctrine raised to life* in 
the busy present, animating the untaught • 
eloquence of & woman, whom a noble eninu- . 
siasm alone had endowed with all the prarog*-. 
atives of genius, and aH the charms of beauty. 
This friendship, which events rendere&Siffcer-- 
wards so disastrous for himself, was beasfioial 
to Madame Guyon. Fenelon taught her to; 
moderate some of her spiritual excess**.-. Her 
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extravagance reached its culminating point at cal Madame Maintenon was horrified. She 
Tbonon. At Paris, influenced doubtless by had hoped to realize in her institute the ideal 
Fenelon, as well as by more frequent inter- of her church, a perfect uniformity of opinion, 
course with the world, she no longer enjoys so an unerring mechanism of obedionoe. We 
many picturesque dreams, no more heals the wished, said she, to promote intelligence, we 
sick and casts out devils with a word, and no have made orators ; devotion, we have made 
longer — as in her solitude there — suffers in- Quietists ; modesty, we have made prudes ; 
ward anguish consequent on the particular elevation of sentiment, and we have pride, 
religious condition of Father La Combe when She commissioned Godet to reclaim the wan- 
he is three hundred miles off. Her Quietism derers, to demand that the books of Madame 
becomes less fantastic, and less, in a word, Guyon should be surrendered, setting herself 
mesmeric. Mr. Upham appears to us as the example by publicly delivering into his 
much to overrate the influence she -exercised hand her own copy of the Short Method; she 
on Fenelon, as he underrates t that which he requested Madame Guyon to refrain from 
exerted over her. It is curious to observe, visiting St. Cyr ; she began to doubt the 
how the acquaintance of Fenelon with Mad- prudence or the orthodoxy of Fenelon. What 
ame Guyon began with suspicion and ripened would the king say, if he heard of it — he, 
into friendship, while that of Bossuet, com- who had never liked Fenelon — who hated 
mencing with approval and even admiration, nothing so much as heresy — who had but 
ended in calumny and persecution. Bossuet the other day extinguished the Quietism of 
declared to the Due de Chevreuse that while Molinos ? She had read to him some of Mad- 
examining her writings, for the first time, ame Guyon ’s exposition of the Canticles ; and 
ho was astonished by a light and unction he he called it dreamy stuff. Doctrines really 
had never before seen, and, for three days, dangerous to purity were insinuated by some 
was made to realize the Divine Presence in a designing monks under the name of Quietism, 
manner altogether now. Bossuet had never, The odium fell on the innocent Madame 
like Fenelon, studied the mystics. Guyon ; and her friends would necessarily 

The two most influential Directors at St. share it. Malicious voices charged her with 
Cyr were Godet des Marais, Bishop of Char- corrupting the principles of the Parisian 
tres, and Fenelon. These two men form a ladies. Madame Guyon replied with justice 
striking contrast. Godet was disgusting in — when they were patching, and painting, 
person and in manners — a sour ascetic — a and ruining their families by gambling and by 
spiritual martinet — devoted to all the petty dress, not a word was said against it ; now 
austerities of the most formal discipline, that they have withdrawn from such vanities, 
Fenelon was dignified and gentle, graceful as the cry is, that I have ruined them. Kumor 
a courtier, and spotless as a saint — the most grew more loud and scandalous every day ; 
pure, the most persuasive, the most accom- the most incredible reports were most cred- 
plishe l of religious guides. No wonder that ited ; the schools, too, had taken up the 
most of the young inmates of St. Cyr adored question of mysticism, and argued it with 
Fenelon, and could not endure Godet. Mad- heat ; Nicole and Lami had dissolved an an- 
ame de Maintenon wavered between her two cient friendship to quarrel about it — as Fen- 
confessors ; if Fenelon was the more agreea- elon and Bossuet were soon to do — no con- 
hie, Godet seemed the more safe. Godet was troversy threatened to involve so many inter- 
miserably jealous of his rival. He was not ests, to fan so many passions, to kindle so 
sorry* to fipd that the new doctrines had pro- many hatreds, as this variance about disin- 
ducedia little insubordination within the Quiet terestedness, about indifference, about love, 
walls ^of St. Oyr — that Fenelon would be The politic Madame Maintenon watched 
compromised to the indiscretion of some the gathering storm, and became all caution, 
among his youthful, admirers. He brought a At all costs, she must free herself from the 
lamentable tale to Madame Maintenon. Mad- faintest suspicion of fellowship with heresy. 
June du Peron, the mistress of the novices, She questioned on the opinions of Madame 
hod complained that her pupils obeyed her no Guyon, Bossuet and Nonilles, Bourdoloue, 
longer ; they neglected regular duties for Joly, Tiberge, Brisacier, and Tronson ; and 
unseasonable prayers ; they had illuminations the replies of these esteemed divines, uni- 
aad ecstasies ; one, in the midst of sweeping formly unfavorable, decided her. It would be 
her room, would stand, leaning on her broom, necessary to disown Madame Guyon; her 
lest in contemplation ; another, instead of condemnation would become inevitable. Feu- 
bearing lessons, became inspired, and re- elon must be induced to disown her too, or 
signed nerself to the operation of the Spirit ; his career was at a close ; and Madame de 
the under-mistress of the classes stole away 
the enlightened from the rest, and they were 
found m remote corners of the house, feasting 
in secret on* the sweet poison of Madame 
Guyon’* doctrine. The precise and metkodi- 


juam tenon couia smne on mm no longer. 

Madame Guyon, alarmed by the growing 
numbers and vehemence of her adversaries, 
had recourse to the man who afterwards 
became her bitterest enemy. She proposed#* 
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Bossuet that he should examine her writings. 
He complied, held several private interviews 
with her, and expressed himself, on the 
whole, more favorably than could have been 
expected. But these conferences, which did 
not altogether satisfy Bossuet, could do noth- 
ing to allay the excitement of the public. 

Madame Gujron now requested the appoint- 
ment of commissioners, who should investi- 
gate, and pronounce finally concerning her 
life and doctrine. Three were chosen — Bos- 
suet ; Noailles, Bishop of Chalons ; and Tron- 
son, Superior of St. Sulpice. Noailles was a 
sensible, kind-hearted man ; Tronson, a 
worthy creature, in poor health, with Jittle 
opinion of his own ; Bossuet, the accredited 
champion of the Gallican church, accustomed 
to move in an atmosphere of flattery — the 
august dictator of the ecclesiastical world — 
was absolute in their conferences. They 
met, from time to time, during some six 
months, at the little village of Issv, the 
country residence of the Superior of St. Sul- 
pice. W hen Madame Guyon appeared before 
them, Bossuet, alone was harsh and rude : he 
put the worst construction on her words ; he 
interrupted her ; now he silenced her replies, 
now he burlesqued them ; now he affected to 
be unable to comprehend them ; now he held 
up his hands in contemptuous amazement at 
her ignorance ; ho would not suffer to be 
read the justification which had cost her so 
much pains ; he sent away her friend, the 
Duke of Chevreuse. This ominous severity 
confused and frightened her. She readily 
consented to retire to a convent in the town 
of Meaux, there to be uuder the surveillance 
of Bossuet. She undertook this journey in the 
depth of the most frightful winter which had 
been known for many years ; the coach was 
buried in the snow, and she narrowly escaped 
with life. The commissioners remained to 
draw up, by the fireside, certain propositions, 
which should determine what was, and what 
was not, true mysticism. These constitute 
the celebrated Articles of Issy. 

Bossuet repeatedly visited Madame Guyon, 
at Meaux. The great raun did not disdain to 
approach the sick-bed of his victim, as she 
lay in the last stage of exhaustion, and there 
endeavor to overreach and terrify her. He 
demanded a submission, and promised a 
favorable certificate ; the submission he re- 
ceived, the certificate he withheld. He sought 
to force her, by threats, to sign that she did 
not believe in the incarnation. The more 
timid she appeared, the more boisterous and 
imperative his tone. One day, he would 
come with words of kindness; on another, 
with words of fury ; yet, at the very time, 
this Pilate could say to some of his brethren, 
that he found no serious fault in her. He 
declared, on one occasion, that he was actuated 
by no dislike — he was urged to rigorous 
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measures by others ; on another, that the 
submission of Madame Guyon, and the sup- 
pression of Quietism, effected by his skill and 
energy, would be as good as an archbishopric 
or a card i nal's hat to him . J ustice and ambi- 
tion contended within him ; for a little while 
the battle wavered, till presently pride and 
jealousy brought up to the standard of the 
latter reinforcements so overwhelming, that 
justice was beaten forever from the field. 
After six months* residence at Meaux, Mad- 
ame Guyon received from Bossuet a certificate 
attesting her filial submissiveness to the 
Catholic faith, his satisfaction with her con- 
duct, authorizing her still to participate in 
the sacrament of the Church, and acquitting 
her of all implication in the heresy of Mo- 
linos. 

Meanwhile Fenelon had been added to the 
number of the commissioners at Issy. He 
and Bossuet were still on intimate terms ; but 
Bossuet, like all vain men, was a dangerous 
friend. He knew how to inspire confidence 
which he did not scruple to betray. Madame 
Guyon, conscious of the purity of her life, of 
the orthodoxy of her intentiun, persuaded 
that such a man must be superior to tho 
meaner motives of her persecutors, had placed 
in the hands of Bossuet her most private 
papers, not oxcluding the Autobiography, 
which had not been submitted even to the 
eye of Fenelon. To Bossuet, Fenelon had, in 
letters, unfolded his most secret thoughts — 
the conflicts and aspirations of his spiritual 
history, so unbounded was his reliance on his 
honor, so exalted his estimate of the judgment 
of that powerful mind in matters of religion. 
The disclosures of both were distorted and 
abused to crush them ; both had to rue the 
duy when they trusted one who could sacrifice 
truth to glory. At Issy, the deference and 
the candor of Fenelon were met by a haughty 
reserve on the part of Bossuet. The meek- 
ness of Fenelon, and the timidity of Madame 
Guyon only inflamed his arrogance ; to bow to 
him was to be overborne ; to confront him 
was at once to secure respect, if not fairness. 
The Articles were already drawn up when the 
signature of Fenelon was requested. He felt 
that he should have been allowed his fair 
share in their construction ; as they were, he 
could not sign them ; he proposed modifica- 
tions ; they were acceded to ; and the thirty- 
four articles of Issy appeared in March, 1695, 
with the name of Fenelon associated with the 
other three. 

To any one who reads these Articles, and 
the letter written by Fenelon to Madame de 
la Maisonfort, after signing them, it will be 
obvious that the Quietism of Fenelon went 
within a very small compass. When he 
came to explain his meaning, the controversy 
is manifestly but a dispute about words. 
He did not, like Madame Guyon, profess to- 
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conduct devout minds by a certain method to 
the attainment of perfect disinterestedness, 
lie only maintained the possibility of realizing 
a love to God, thus purified from self. He 
was as full? aware as his opponents, that to 
evince our love to God by willingness to en- 
dure perdition, was the same thing as attest- 
ing our devotion to Ilim by our readiness to 
hate Him forever. This is the standing ob- 
jection against the doctrine of disinterested 
love; our own divine, John Howe, urges it 
with force ; it is embodied in the thirty- 
second of the Articles in question. But it 
does not touch Fenelon’s position. His asser- 
tion is, that we should will our own salvation 
only because God wills it; that, supposing 
it possible for us to endure hell torments, re- 
taining the grace of God and our conscious- 
ness that such suffering was according to his 
will, and conducive to His glory, the soul, 
animated by pure love, would embrace even 
such a doom. It is but the supposition of an 
impossible case. The Quietism of Fenelon 
docs not preclude th$ reflex actions of the 
mind, or confine the spirit of the adept to the 
sphere of the immediate. It forbids only the 
introspection of self-complacency. It does not 
urge distinct acts in a continuous operation, 
nor discourage strenuous efforts for self-ad- 
vancement in holiness, or for the benefit of 
others — it only teaches us to moderate that 
impatience which has its origin in self, and 
declares that our own cooperation becomes, 
in certain cases, unconscious — is, as it were, 
lost in a “ divine facility.” The indefatiga- 
ble benevolence of his life abundantly repudi- 
ates the slanderous conclusion of his adversa- 
ries, that the doctrine of indifference concern- 
ing the future involves indifference likewise to 
moral good and evil in the present. Bossuet 
himself is often as mystical as Fenelon. St. 
Francis de Sales and Madame de Chnutal said 
the very same things, not to mention the un- 
bridled utterances of the earlier and the 
mediaeval mystics canonized by the Church of 
Home. Could the controversy have been con- 
fined to the real question, no harm would have 
been done. It would have resembled the 
duel, in Ben Jonson’s play, between Fas- 
tidious Brisk and Signor Pantarvalo, whero 
the rapiers cut through taffeta and lace, gold 
embroidery and satin doublets, but nowhere 
enter the skin. Certain terms and certain 
syllogisms, a well-starched theory, or an ar- 
gument trimmed with the pearls of eloquence 
— might have been transfixed or rent by a 
dextrous pen, on this side or on that, but the 
prize of the conqueror would not have been 
court favbr, or the penalty of the conquered 
exile. Theologians might have written, for a 
few, the learned history of a logical campaign, 
but the eyes of Europe would never have been 
turned to a conflict for fame and fortune 
raging in the Vatican and at Versailles, en- 


listing every religious party throughout Ro- 
man Catholic Christendom, and involving the 
rise or fall of some of the most illustrious 
names among the churchmen and nobility 
of France. ■ 

The writings of Madame Guyon had now 
been condemned, though without mention of 
her name ; Bossuet had intimated that he 
required nothing further from her ; she began 
to hope that the worst might be overhand 
returned with her friends from Meaux to 
Paris, to live there as much retired as possible. 
This flight, which he chose to call dishonora- 
ble, irritated Bossuet ; she had suffered him 
to see that she oould trust him no longer ; be 
endeavored to recover the certificate he had 
given ; an order was procured for her arrest. 
The police observed that a house in the Fau- 
bourg St. Antoine was always entered by a 
pass-key. They made their way in, and 
found Madame Guyon. They brought away 
their prisoner, ill as she was, and the king 
was induced, with much difficulty, to Bign an 
order for her incarceration at Vincennes. 
The despot thought a convent might suffioe — 
not so the persecutors. 

Bossuet nad been for some time occupied in 
writing a work which should demolish with a 
blow the doctrine of Madame Guyon, and 
hold her up to general odium. It consisted 
of ten books, and was entitled Instructions on 
the States of Prayer. He showed the manu- 
script to Fenelon, desiring him to append a 
statement, approving all it contained , which 
should accompany the volume when published. 
Fenelon refused. Six months ago he had de- 
clared that he could he no party to a personal 
attack on Madame Guyon ; the Instructions 
contained little else. That tremendous at- 
tack was no mere exposure of unguarded ex- 
pressions — no mere deduction of dangerous 
consequences, possibly unforeseen by a half- 
educated writer ; it charged Madame Guyon 
with having for her sole design the inculca- 
tion of a fidse spirituality, which abandoned, 
as an imperfection, faith m the divine Persons 
and the humanity of Christ ; which disowned 
the authority of Scripture, of tradition, of 
morality ; which dispensed with vocal prayer 
and acts of worship ; which established an 
impious and brutal indifference between vice 
and virtue — between everlasting hate of 
God and everlasting love ; which forbade re- 
sistance to temptation as an interruption^ to 
repose ; which taught an imaginary perfection 
extinguishing the nobler desires only to in- 
flame the lower, and clothing the waywardness 
of self-will and passion with the authority of 
inspiration and of prophecy. Fenelon knew 
that this accusation was one mass of false- 
hood. If Bossuet himself believed it, why 
had he suffered such a monster still to com- 
mune ; why had he been so faithless to his 
high office m the church as to give his tcsfci- 
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monials declaring the purity of her purpose 
and the soundness of her faith, when he had 
not secured the formal retractation of a singlo 
error! To sign his approval of that book 
would be not merely a cowardly condemnation 
of a woman whom he knew to be innocent 

— it would be the condemnation of himself. 
His acquaintance with Madame Guyon was 
matter of notoriety. It would be to say that 
he — a student of theology, a priest, an arch- 
bishop, the preceptor oL princeB — had not 
only refrained from denouncing, but had 
honored with his friendship, the teacher of 
an abominable spiritualism which abolished 
the first principle of right and wrong. It 
would be to declare, in fact, such a prelate 
far more guilty than such a heretic. And 
Bossuet pretended to be his friend — Bossuet, 
who had laid the snare which might have 
been the triumph of the most malignant 
enemy. It was not a mere question of persons 

— Madame Guyon might die in prison — he 
himself might be defamed and disgraced — 
he did not mean to become her champion — 
surely that was enough, knowing wnat ho 
knew — let her enemies be satisfied with his 
silence — he could not suffer another man to 
take his pen out of his hand to denounce as 
an emissary of Satan one whom he believed 
to he a child of God. 

Such was Fenelon ’s position. Ho wished 
to be silent concerning Madame Guyon. To 
assent to the charges brought against her 
would not have been even a serviceable lie, if 
such a man could have desired to escape the 
wrath of Bossuet at so scandalous a price. 
Every one would have said that the Arch- 
bishop of Cambray had denounced his accom- 
plice out of fear. Neither was he prepared to 
embrace the opposite extreme, ana to defend 
the personal cause of the accused, many of 
whose expressions he thought questionable, 
orthodox as might be her explanation, and 
many of whose extravagances he disapproved. 
His enemies wished to force him to speak, and 
were prepared to damage his reputation 
whether he appeared for or against the pris- 
oner at Vincennes. At length it became nec- 
essary that he should break silence ; and when 
he did, it was not to pronounce judgment con- 
cerning the oppressed or her oppressors ; it 
was to investigate the abstract question — the 
teaching of the Church on the doctrine of pure 
love. He wrote the Maxims of the Saints. 

This celebrated book appeared in January, 
1697, while Fenelon was at Cambray, amazing 
the Flemings of his diocese by affording them, 
in their new archbishop, the spectacle of a 
church dignitary who realty cared for his 
flock, who consigned the easier duties to his 
vicars, and reserved the hardest for himself; 
who entered their cottages like a father, lis- 
tened with interest to the story of their hard- 
ships or their griefs; who consoled, coun- 
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selled, and relieved them; who partook of 
their black bread as though he had never 
shared the banquets of Versailles, and as 
though Paris were to him, as to themselves, a 
wonderful place far away, whose streets were 
paved with gold. Madame Guyon was in con- 
finement at the village of Vaugirard, whither 
the compassion of Noailles had transferred 
her from Vincennes, resigned and peaceful, 
writing poetry and singing hymns with her 
pious servant-girl, the faithful companion of 
her misfortunes. Bossuet was visiting St. 
Cyr — very busy in endeavoring to purity the 
theology of the young ladies from all taint of 
Quietism — but quite unsuccessful in recon- 
ciling Madame de la Maisonfort to the loss of 
her beloved Fenelon. 

The Maxims of the Saints was an exposition 
and vindication of the doctrines of pure love, 
of mystical union, and of perfection, as handed 
down by some of the most illustrious and 
authoritativo names in the Roman Catholic 
Church, from Dionysius, Clement, and Augus- 
tine, to John of the Cross, and Francis de 
Sales; — it explained their terminology — it 
placed in juxtaposition with every article of 
legitimate mysticism its false correlative — 
the use and the abuse — and was, in fact, 
though not expressly, a complete justification 
(on the principles of his church) of that mod- 
erate Quietism held by himself, and in sub- 
stance by Madame Guyon. The book was 
approved by Tronson, by Fleury, by Iiebert, 
by Pirot, a doctor of the Sorbonno, by P6re 
le Chaise, the King’s confessor, by the Jesuits 
of Clermont — but it was denounced by Bos- 
suet ; it was nicknamed tho Bible of the Lit- 
tle Church ; Pontchnrtrain, the comptroller- 
general, and Maurice Le Tellier, Archbishop 
of Rheims, told the king that it was fit only 
for Knaves or fools. Louis sent for Bossuet. 
The Bishop of Meaux cast himself theatrically 
at the feet of majesty, and, with pretouded 
tears, implored forgiveness for not earlier re- 
vealing the heresy of his unhappy brother. 
A compromise was yet possible, for Fenelon 
was ready to explain his explanations, and to 
suppress whatever might be pronounced dan- 
gerous in his pages. But tho eagle of Meaux 
had seen the meek and dove-like Fenelon — 
once almost more his disciple than his friend 
— erect the standard of independence and as- 
sume the post of a rival ; his pride was roused, 
he was resolved to reign alone on the ecclesi- 
astical Olympus of the court, and he would 
not hear of a peace that might rob him of a 
triumph. Did Fenelon pretend to shelter 
himself by great names — he, Bossuet, would 
intrench himself within tho awful sanctuary 
of the Church ; he represented religion in 
France ; he would resent every attack upon 
his own opinions as an assault on the Catholic 
faith ; he had the ear of the kinpj, with whom 
heresy and treason were identical ; success 
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was all but assured, and, if so, war was glory. 
Such tactics are not peculiar to the seven- 
teenth century. In our own day, every one 
implicated in religious abuses identifies him- 
self with religion — brands every exposure of 
his misconduct as hostility to the cause of 
God — invests his miserable personality with 
the benign grandeur of the Gospel, and stig- 
matizes as troublers in Israel all who dare to 
inquire into his procedure, while* innumerable 
dupes or cowards sleepily believe, or cau- 
tiously pretend to do so, that those who have 
management in a good object must themselves 
be good. 

Fenelon now requested the royal permission 
to appeal to Rome ; he obtained it, but was 
forbidden to repair thither to plead in person 
the cause of his book, and ordered to quit the 
court and confine himself to his diocese. The 
king went to St. Cyr, and expelled thence 
three young ladies, for an offence he could not 
comprehend — the sin of Quietism . Intrigue 
was active, and the Duke de Beauvilliers was 
nearly losing his place in the royal household 
because of his attachment to Fenelon. The 
duke — noble in spirit as in name — and 
worthy of such a friendship, boldly told Le 
Grand Monarque that he was ready to leave 
the palace rather than to forsake his friend. 
Six days before the banishment of Fenelon,' 
Louis had sent to Innocent XII. a letter, 
drawn up by Bossuet,- saying in effect that 
the Maxims had been condemned at Paris, 
that everything urged in its defence was futile, 
and that the royal authority would be exerted 
to the utmost to execute the decision of the 
pontifical chair. Bossuet naturally calculated 
that a missive, thus intimating the sentence 
Infallibility w r as expected by a great monarch 
to pronounce — arriving almost at the same 
■time with the news of a disgrace reserved only 
for the most grave offences, would securb the 
speedy Condemnation of Fenelon ’s book. 

At Rome commenced a series of delibera- 
tions destined to extend over a space of nearly 
two years. Two successive bodies of adju- 
dicators were impanelled aud dissolved, un- 
able to arrive at a decision. A new congre- 
gation of cardinals was selected, who held 
scores of long and wearisome debates, while 
rumor and intrigue alternately heightened or 
depressed the hopes of either party. To write 
the Maxims of the Saints was a delicate task. 
It was not easy to repudiate the mysticism of 
Molinos without impugning the mysticism of 
St. Theresa. But the position of these judges 
was more delicate yet. It was still less easy 
to censure Fenelon without rendering sus- 
picious, at the least, the orthodoxy of the 
most shining saints in the Calendar. On the 
one hand, there might be a risk of a schism ; 
on the other, pressed the urgency and the in- 
fluence of a powerful party, the impatience, 
almost the menaces, of a great king. 


The real question was simply this — is dis- 
interested love possible ? Can man love God for 
His own sake atone, with a love, not excluding, 
but subordinating all other persons and ob- 
jects, so that they shall be regarded only in 
God who is All in All ? If so, is it dangerous 
to assert the possibility, to commend this 
divine ambition, as Fenelon has done? But 
the discussion was complicated and inflamed 
by daily slander and recrimination, by treach- 
ery and insinuation and by the honest anger 
they provoke ; by the schemes of personal 
ambition, by the rivalry of religious parties, 
by the political intrigues of the State, and by 
the political intrigues of the Church ; by the 
interests of a crew of subaltern agents, who 
loved to fish in muddy waters ; and by the 
long cherished animosity between Gmllican 
and Ultramontanist. Couriers pass and re- 
pass continually between Rome and Cambray, 
between Rome and Paris. The AbW Bossuet 
writes constantly from Rome to the Bishop of 
Meaux ; the Abbd de Chanterac from the 
same city to the Archbishop of Cambray. 
Chanterac writes like a faithful friend and a 
good man ; he labors day and night in the 
cause of Fenelon; he bids him be of good 
cheer and put bis trust in God. The letters 
, of the Abbe Bossuet to his uncle are worthy 
a familiar of the Inquisition. After circu- 
lating calumnies against the character of 
Madame Guyon, after hinting that Fenelon 
was a partaker of her immoralities as well as 
of her heresy, and promising, with each coming 
post, to produce fresh confessions and new 
discoveries of the most revolting licentious- 
ness, ho sits down to urge Bossuet to second 
his efforts by procuring the banishment of 
every friend whom Fenelon yet has at court ; 
and to secure, by a decisive blow in Paris, the 
ruin of that “ wild beast” Fenelon at Rome. 
Bossuet lost no time in acting on the sugges- 
tion of so base an instrument. 

At Paris a hot war of letters, pamphlets, and 
treatises, was maintained by the leaders, 
whose quarrel everywhere divided the city and 
the court into two hostile encampments. Fon- 
elon offered a resistance Bossuet had never 
anticipated, and the veteran polemic was 
deeply mortified to see public opinion doubt- 
ful whether he or a younger rival had won the 
laurels in argument and eloquence. In an 
evil hour for his fame he resolved to crush his 
antagonist at all costs ; he determined that the 
laws of honorable warfare should be regarded 
no more — that no confidence should be any 
longer sacred. In the summer of 1698 the 
storm burst upon the head of the exile at 
Cambray. Early in June, Fenelon heard that 
the Abbe de Beaumont, his nephew, and the 
Abbd de Langeron, his friend, had been dis- 
missed in disgrace from the office of sub-pre- 
ceptors to the young Duke of Burgundy ; that 
Dupuy and de Leschelles had been banished 
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the court because of their attachment to him ; 
that his brother bad been expelled from the 
marine, and a son of Madame Guyon from the 
guards ; that the retiring and pacific Flsury 
had narrowly escaped similar ignominy for a 
similar cause ; that the Dukes of Beauvilliers, 
Chevreuse, and Guiche, were themselves 
menaced, and the prospect of their downfall 
openly discussed ; and that to correspond with 
him was hereafter a crime against the State. 
Within a month, another Job’s messenger 
brought him tidings that Bossuet had produced 
a book entitled An Account of Quietism — an 
attack so terrible that the dismay of his re- 
maining friends had almost become despair. 
Bossuet possessed three formidable weapons 
— his influence as a courtier, his authority 
as a priest, his powers as an author. He 
wielded them all at once, and all of them dis- 
honorably. If he was unfair in the first ca- 
pacity, when he invoked the thunders of 
royalty to ruin the cause of a theological op- 
ponent — if he was unfair in the second, when 
he denounced forbearance and silenced inter- 
cession as sins against God — he was yet more 
to in the third, when he employed all his 
gifts to weave into a malignant tissue of 
falsehood and exaggeration the memoirs of 
Madame Guyon, tho correspondence ofFenelon 
with Madame Maintenon, and his former Con- 
fidential letters to himself — letters on spirit- 
ual matters to a spiritual guide — letters 
which should have been sacred as the secresy 
of the confessional. The sensation created 
by tho Account of Quietism was prodigious. 
Bossuet presented his book to the king, whose 
approval was for every parasite tho authen- 
tication of all its slanders. Madame de Main- 
tenon, with her own hand, distributed copies 
among the courtiers ; in the salon of Marly 
nothing else was talked of; in the beautiful 
gardens groups of lords and ladies, such as Wat- 
teau would have loved to paint, were gathered 
on the grass, beside the fountains, beneath the 
trees, to hear it read ; it was begged, bor- 
rowed, stolen, greedily snatched and delight- 
edly devoured ; its anecdotes were so piquant, 
its style so sparkling, its bursts of indignant 
eloquence so grand ; gay ladies, young and 
old, dandies, wits, and libertines, found its 
scandal so delicious — Madame Guyon was so 
exquisitely ridiculous — La Combe, so odious a 
Tartuffe — Fenelon, so pitiably displumed of 
all his dazzling virtues ; and, what was best of 
all, the insinuations were worse than the 
charges — the book gave much and promised 
more — it hinted at disclosures more disgrace- 
ful yet, aud gave free scope to every malicious 
invention and every prurient conjecture. 

The generous Fenelon, more thoughtful for 
others than for himself, at first hesitated to 
reply even to such a provocation, lest he should 
injure the friends who yet remained to him at 
Versailles. But he was soon convinced that 
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their position, as much as his, rendered an 
answer imperative. He received Bossuet’s 
book on the 8 th of July, and by the 13th of 
August his defence had been written, printed, 
and arrived at Rome, to gladden the heart of 
poor Chanterac, to stop the mouth of the 
enemy, and to turn the tide once more in be- 
half of his failing party. This refutation, 
written with such rapidity, and under such 
disadvantages, was a masterpiece — it re- 
deemed his character from every calumny — 
it raised his reputation to its height — it 
would have decided a fair contest completely 
in his favor. It was composed when his spirit 
was oppressed by sorrow for the ruin of his 
friends, and darkened by tho apprehension of 
new injuries which his justification might pro- 
voke — by a proscribed man at Cambray, re- 
mote from the assistance and appliances most 
needful — without a friend to guide or to re- 
lieve the labor of arranging and transcribing 
documents and of verifying dates, where scru- 
pulous accuracy was of vital importance — 
whon it was ditiicult to procure correct intel- 
ligence from Paris, and hazardous to write 
thither lest he should compromise his corre- 
spondents — when even his letters to Chanterac 
were not safe from inspection — when it would 
be difficult to find a printer for such a book, 
and yet more so to secure its circulation in 
the metropolis. As it was, D’Argenson, the 
lieutenant of police — a functionary portrayed 
by his contemporaries as at once the ugliest 
and most unprincipled of men — seized a pack- 
age of seven hundred copies at the gates of 
Paris. The Reply appeared, however, and 
was eagerly read. Even the few who were 
neutral, the many who were envious, the host 
who were prejudiced, could not withhold their 
admiration from that lucid and elegant style 
— that dignified and unaffected eloquence ; 
numbers yielded, in secret, at least, to the 
force of such facts and such arguments ; while 
all were astonished at the skill and self-com- 
mand with which the author had justified his 
whole career without implicating a single 
friend ; and, leaving untouched the shield of 
every other adversary, had concentrated all 
his force on exposing the contradictions, the 
treachery, and the falsehood of Bossuet’s accu- 
sation. 

The controversy now draws to a close. 
Bossuet published Remarks on the Reply of 
Fenelon, and Fenelon rejoined w r ith Remarks 
on the Remarks of Bossuet. Sixty loyal doo- 
tors of the Sorbonne censured twelve proposi- 
tions in the Maxims , while Rome was yet 
undecided. Towards the close of the same 
year (1698) Louis wrote a letter to the Pope, 
yet more indecently urgent than bis former 
one, demanding a thorough condemnation of 
so dangerous a book ; and this epistle he 
seconded by depriving Fenelon, a few weeks 
afterwards, of the title and pension of precep- 
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tor — that pension which Fenelon had once 
nobly offered to return to a treasury exhausted 
by ambitious wars. 

Innocent XII. had heard, with indignant 
sorrow, of the arbitrary measures adopted 
against Fenelon and his friends. He was 
mortified by the arrogance of Louis, by the 
attempts so openly made to forestall his 
judgment. He was accustomed to say that 
Cambray had erred through excess of love to 
God, Meaux, by want of love to his neighbor. 
But Louis was evidently roused, and it was 
not safe to provoke him too far. After a last 
effort at a compromise, the Pope yielded, and 
the cardinals pronounced a condemnation, 
far less complete, however, than the vehe- 
mence of the accusers had hoped to secure. 
Twenty-three propositions extracted from the 
Maxims were censured, but the pontiff openly 
declared that such censure did not extend to 
the explanations which the Archbishop of 
Cambray had given of his book. This sen- 
tence was delivered on the 12th of March, 
1699. The submission of Fenelon is famous 
in history. lie received the intelligence os 
he was about to ascend the pulpit ; he changed 
his subject, and preached a sermon on the 
duty of submission to superiors. Bossuet en- 
deavored, in vain, to represent the obedience 
which was the first to pronounce the sentence 
of self-condemnation as a profound hypocrisy. 

Madame Guyon lingered for four years a 
solitary prisoner in the dungeons of the Bas- 
tile. In the same tower was confined the 
Man of the Iron Mask, and she may have 
heard, in her cell, the melancholy notes of 
the guitar w'ith which her fellow-prisoner 
beguued a captivity whose horrors had then 
lasted so ven-and- thirty years. There, a con- 
stitution never strong was broken down by 
the stony chill of rigorous winters, and by 
the noxious vapors which steamed from the 
stagnant moat in summer. She was liberated 
in 1702, and sent to Blois — a picturesque 
old city, whose steep and narrow streets, cut 
into innumerable steps, overlook the Loire, 
— crowned on the one side by its fine church, 
and on the other by the royal chateau, 
memorable for the murder of the Guises ; its 
massive proportions adorned by the varying 
tastes of successive generations, then newly 
beautified after the designs of Mansard, and 
now a ruin, the delight of every artist. 
There she lived in quiet, sought out from 
time to time bv visitors from distant prov- 
inces and other lands — as patient under the 
infirmity of declining age as beneath the per- 
secutions of her earlier years — finding, as 
she had always done, some sweet in every 
bitter cup, and a theme for praise in every 
trial, purified by her long afflictions, elevated 
by her hope of glory, full of charity and full 
of peace, resigned and happy to the last. 
Her latest letter is dated in 1717 — Bossuet 


had departed, and Fenelon — and before the 
close of that year, Bhe also, the subject of 
such long and bitter strife, had been removed 
beyond all the tempests of this lower world. 

In the judicial combats of ancient Germany 
it was the custom to place in the centre of 
the lists a bier, beside which stood the ac- 
cuser and the accused, at the head and at 
the foot, leaning there for some time in solemn 
silence before they laid lance in rest and en- 
countered in the deadly shock. Would that 
religious controversialists had oftener entered 
and maintained their combat as alike in view 
of that final appeal in the unseen world of 
truth — with a deeper and more abiding Bense 
of that supreme tribunal before which so 
many differences vanish, and where none but 
he who has striven lawfully can receive a 
crown. Bossuet was regarded as the cham- 

{ )ion of Hope, and drew his sword, it was said, 
est sacrilegious hands should remove her an- 
chor. Fenelon girded on his arms to defend 
the cause of Charity. Alas ! said the Pope — 
heart-sick of the protracted conflict — they 
forget that it is Faith who is in danger. 
Among the many witty sayings which the 
disputo suggested to the lookers-on, perhaps 
one of the most significant is that attributed 
to the daughter of Madame S6vign6. “ M. de 
Cambray,” said she, “ pleads well the cause 
of God, but M. de Meaux yet better that of 
religion, and cannot fail to win the day ut 
Rome.” Fenelon undertook to show that his 
semi-Quietisin was supported by the authority 
of ecclesiastical tradition, and he was unques- 
tionably in the right. lie might havo sus- 
tained, on Romanist principles, a doctrine 
much less moderate, by the same argument. 
But it wa9 his wish to render mysticism as 
rational and as attractive as possible; and 
no other advocate has exhibited it so purified 
from extravagance, or secured for it so gen- 
eral a sympathy. Tho principle of * 4 holy in- 
difference,” however, must be weighed, not 
by the virtues of Fenelon, but according to 
the standard of Scripture — and such an esti- 
mate must, we believe, pronounce it mistaken. 

The attempt to make mysticism definite and 
intelligible must always involve moro or less 
of inconsistency, since mysticism is the wor- 
ship of the indefinite, ignores reflective and 
discursive acts, and is the natural enemy of 
logic. Nevertheless, the enterprise has been 
repeatedly undertaken ; and it is a remarkable 
fact, that such efforts have almost invariably 
originated in France. Mysticism and scholas- 
ticism — the spirit of the cloud and the spirit 
of the snow — reign as rivals throughout the 
stormy region of the Middle Age. The reac- 
tion against the extremes of each nourished its 
antagonist. From beneath the cold and rigid 
formulas of the schools an exhaustless flow of 
mysticism leaped continually into life, like the 
torrent perpetually produced by the glacier, 
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which rushes out to freedom and to sunshine 
from under its portcullis of hanging ice. In 
the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, two 
Frenchmen, Hugo and Richard of St. Victor, 
endeavored to effect a union, and to reconcile 
these contending products of the heart and 
brain. They sought to animate the one, and 
to systematize the other. In that ascetic ab- 
straction, which hides in darkness all the ob- 
jects of sense, they sought to develop, from 
the dull and arid stem of school divinity, the 
most precious blossoms of the feeling ; and 
their mysticism resembles those plants of the 
cactus-tribe which unfold from their lustreless 
and homy leaves, gorgeous flowers, that illu- 
mine, with phosphoric radiance, the darkness 
of the tropical night. The Victorines were 
succeeded in the same path by Bonaventura, 
a Frenchman by education, if not by birth, 
more a schoolman than a mystic ; and, in the 
fifteenth century, by the celebrated Chancellor 
Gerson, who found time, amidst the tumult 
and alarm of revolted Paris and invaded 
France, to write a work on the theory and 
practice of mysticism. These are mystics 
who ha^e no tales to tell of inspiration and of 
vision — their aim is to legitimize rapture, to 
define ecstasy, to explain the higher phenom- 
ena of the spirit on the basis of an elaborate 
psychology, to separate the delusive from the 
real in mysticism, and to ascertain the laws of 
that mystical experience, of which they ac- 
knowledged themselves to be but very partially 
the subjects. With this view, Gerson intro- 
duced into mysticism, strange to say, the 
principle of induction ; and proposed, by a 
collection and comparison of recorded ex- 
amples, to determine its theory, and decide 
its practice. In the Maxima of the Saints, 
Fenelon carries out the idea of Gerson, as far 
as was requisite for his immediate purpose. 
Both are involved in the same difficulty, and 
fall into the same contradiction. What Mo- 
linos was to Fenelon, Ruysbroek was to Ger- 
son. Fenelon wished to stop short of the spir- 
itualism condemned as heretical in Molinos ; 
Gerson, to avoid the pantheism he thought he 
saw in Ruysbroek. Both impose checks, which, 
if inefficacious, amount to nothing ; if effective, 
are fatal to the very life of mysticism — both 
hold doctrines to which they dare not give 
scope ; and both are, to some extent, impli- 
cated in the consequences they repudiate by 
the principles they admit. 

Mysticism in France contrasts strikingly, in 
this respect, with mysticism in Germany. 
Speaking generally, it may be said that France 
exhibits the mysticism of sentiment, Germany 
the mysticism of thought. The French love 
to generalize and to classify ; an arrangement 
which can be expressed by a word, a principle 
which can be crystallized into a sparkling 
maxim, they will applaud. But with them 
conventionalism reigns paramount— society is 


ever present to the mind of the individual — 
their sense of the ludicrous is exquisitely keen. 
The German loves abstractions tor their own 
sake. In the isolation of his reverie, the 
whole province of reasoning and observation 
becomes as completely subjective as the in- 
most sanctuary of the feeling. The French- 
man will transform, by sentiment from within, 
the form of truth which he receives from 
without. The German mystic turns his back 
upqn the schools, and is proud of elaborating 
both form and content from his own mind 
alone. Where the Frenchman is afraid lest 
bis notions should be laughed at as fantastic 
and bizarre , the German revels in the mon- 
strous, and is ambitious to amaze mankind by 
revolutionizing the world of thought. To se- 
cure popularity for a visionary error in France 
it must be lucid and elegant as their language 
— it must be at least an ingenious and intel- 
ligible falsehood ; but in Germany, the most 
grotesque inversions of thought and of ex- 
pression will be found no hindrance to its 
acceptability, and the most hopeless obscurity 
will be pronounced its highest merit. In this 
respect, the German philosophers resemble Ly- 
cophron, who was so convinced that unintel- 
ligibility was grandeur as to swear he would 
hang himself if a man were found capable of 
understanding his play of Cassandra. Almost 
every later German mystic has been a secluded 
student — almost every mystic of modern 
France has been a brilliant conversationalist. 
The genius of mysticism rises, in Germany, 
in the clouds of the solitary pipe ; in France, 
it is a fashionable Ariel, who hovers in the 
drawing-room, and hangs to the pendants of 
the glittering chandelier. If Jacob Behmen 
had appeared in France, he must have counted 
disciples by units, where in Germany he reck- 
oned them by hundreds. If Madame Guyon 
had been born in Germany, rigid Lutheranism 
might have given her some annoyance; but 
her earnestness would have redeemed her en- 
thusiasm from ridicule, and she would have 
lived and died the honored precursor of mod- 
ern German Pietism. The simplicity and 
strength of purpose which characterize so 
many of the German mystics appear to much 
advantage beside the vanity and affeotation 
which have so frequently attended the mani- 
festations of mysticism in France. When tho- 
osophic and theurgic mysticism arose in Ger- 
many, and attempted to construct an inspired 
science, which should disclose to the adept, 
by special revelation, the mysteries of nature 
and the bidden inhabitants of the fire and the 
waters, the air and the earth , it was associated 
almost everywhere with religion. Even Par- 
acelsus was an amateur divine as well as a 
doctor, and dispenses, in his writings, theol- 
ogy and medicine together. Jacob Behmen 
clothes the mysteries of faith in the chemical 
jargon of his day, and unfolds his scientific 
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theories in the language of the Bible. But, 
with all his follies, no one who has read bis 
letters can doubt the depth and sincerity of 
his religious feeling. In France, where the 
Reformation had been suppressed, and where 
superstition had been ridiculed with such 
success, the same love of the marvellous was 
most powerful with the most irreligious — it 
filled the antechamber of Cagliostro with im- 
patient dandies and grandees, trembling, and 
yet eager to pry into the future — too enlight- 
ened to believe in Christ, yet too credulous to 
doubt the powers of a man before whose door 
fashion drew, night after night, a line of 
carriages which filled the street. 

The fourteenth century was singularly pro- 
lific, both in the east and west, in every 
variety of mysticism. It is traced in Spain 
among the Allombrados, whose only records 
are the chronicles of the Inquisition. It 
existed in the university of Pans, among the 
remaining followers of Amalric of Bena and 
David of Dinant, the doctrinal successors of 
the pantheistic Erigena. It was the fore- 
runner of the Reformation in Germany, and 
pervaded, under different forms, both the 
higher and the lower classes of society 
throughout Switzerland, the Rhineland, and 
the Netherlands. It was represented in Italy 
by Angela de Foligni and Catharine of Genoa, 
while St. Brigitta was its deputy from Sweden ; 
in the east it was gross ana material with the 
Hesychasts of Mount Athos, and sacerdotal 
with the Byzantine Cabasilas ; while in 
Persia, Sufis like Dschelaleddin Rumi, Saadi, 
and Feridoddin Attar, adorned with all the 
luxuriant imagery of Oriental song, doctrines 
of mystical death, divine afflatus, and absorp- 
tion in God, which constitute a pantheistic 
Quietism. 

Under the great German mystics of that 
period — Eckart, Tauler, and Suso — mysticism 
was for the first and almost the last time 
thoroughly popular. It was occupied, it is 
true, with the most recondite speculations ; its 
high-strained spiritualism urged the most im- 
possible demands ; but then its teachers wrote 
and preached in the vernacular ; espoused 
the cause of the laity against the arrogance 
of the priesthood ; stood up for the fatherland 
against French craft and papal domination ; 
denounced judgment with a terrible prophetic 
fervor on tne heads of robber-nobles and ex- 
acting priests ; formed associations for safety 
and for reform throughout the great free 
towns, in which the layman and the clerk 
were on a level ; and was, for many years, in 
many regions of Germany, the only kind of 
religion left to a people whose bells had been 
muffled, their mass-books Bhut, their churches 
barricaded, their priests silenced by the vin- 
dictive ban of a voluptuous Pope at Avignon. 
In the fourteenth century the range of mysti- 
cism was wide ; its tendency was to idealize 


the objective truths of revelation ; it found a 
trinity and an incarnation within the heart 
of man ; it aimed to restore men in time to 
the condition they were supposed to occupy 
before time, when they existed as thoughts 
in the mind of God — as archetypes within 
the divine word — in an everlasting now — 
without before and after ; it strove to develop 
the divine spark, hidden in the depth of man’s 
nature, by the gradual reduction of that na- 
ture to its nude simplicity. In the seven- 
teenth century, and in France, this Platonic 
element — these aspirations after an ante- 
natal state — these speculations concerning 
tho perpetual incarnation of the Word in the 
persons of believers, drop out of sight, and 
mysticism concentrates itself, with Fenelon, 
on the inward life of disinterested love. The 
reformatory character of mysticism is far less 
prominent in the latter period ; for in the four- 
teenth century reformation w*as longed for and 
yet afar off ; in the seventeenth it had arrived, 
and the Gallican church, horror-stricken by 
Protestantism, identified every opposition to 
the excess of outward observance with Luther 
and the devil. The reforming mysticism of 
Germany could accomplish no reformation, 
because of the inherent defects of its nrinci- 
ple. Confounding, as it did, sanctification 
and justification — deficient in scriptural 
truth, when grossly apprehended by the peo- 
le it too often led to lawless excesses which 
isgraced it, and when retained in its purer 
form its refined transcendentalism could only 
secure the sympathies of the few. 

We need not be at great pains, now-a-days, 
to show that mysticism is an error in science; 
that Jacob Behmen was cgregiously mistaken 
in fancying the. little room above Ins cobbler's 
shop a holy place, in which all the secrets of 
the universe would be revealed to him, while 
he sat in his chair, pen in hand ; that the 
theosophists were wrong in imagining that 
their studies were like the Tower of the Uni- 
verse, in which the wizard Zirfea enclosed the 
princes and princesses who figure in the ro- 
mance of Araadis of Greece, and where all 
the history and mystery of the world was 
presented by magic to their gaze, as they 
reclined, spell-bound, upon enchanted seats. 

Mysticism is not less an error in religion — 
an excessive subjectivity — a feverish spiritu- 
alism. It supposes the human mind to be 
like one of those old manuscripts called 
palimpsests, from which an earlier character 
has been effaced to make room for some later 
and worthless writing, and which the scholar 
carefully scours to remove the upper inscription 
and to restore the lower, which may prove 
some precious relic of antiquity, over- written 
by the barbarous Latin of a monkish scribe. 
Similarly the mystic proposes, by an abstrac- 
tion which shall clear the mind of all that 
time and passion and the outer world have 
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written there, to discover the hidden law 
primarily traced by a divine hand, and to find, 
in the original of the soul, an exact transcript 
of the thought of God. Tho medieval mystic, 
who persuaded himself that ho had succeeded 
in this attempt, believed his mind a mirror 
which in its calm presented the exact reflex 
of the verities of the divine nature and the 
unseen world (superiora invisibilia dioina) — 
his impressions obtained the sanction of rev- 
elation — and to look inward and to look 
upward was identical. Mysticism, in its 
higher forms, would ascend above all historic 
facts and sensible images — aspires to gaze 
immediately on the unrevealed Godhead, and 
to be lost in that as a drop in the ocean. It 
substitutes an unknown God for the known, 
and forgets that Scripture — adapted, not to 
an imaginary faculty of mystical intuition, 
but to the whole of our nature — is full of 
sensible images, of facts, of reasonings, and 
of appeals to that hope and fear which mys- 
ticism disdains. It forsakes the common 
sunshine of revelation for an extraordinary 
light which is. to illumine its narrow and 
ascetic seclusion, and would be lit only — as 
the Till mud says Noah was in the ark — by 
the radiance of pearls and diamonds. Its 
self-annihilation has often so completely sub- 
stituted God for the ravished personality of 
the .individual, that many of its votaries have 
regarded themselves as a kind of divinities, as 
vehicles of God, and grown os mad as the 
hypochondriac woman whom old Burton de- 
scribes as afraid to shut her hand lest she 
should crush the world. Its morbid intro- 
spection and its asceticism have generally 
made its followers inactive and useless. Nat- 
uralists tell us there is a torpor produced by 
heat as well as by oold, and that the crocodile 
and the boa lie, in the baking mire of the 
tropics, as insensible as the bear while hy- 
beroating in the arctic snow. It is the same 
in the spiritual world, and when the fervors 
of tho mystic have subsided into practical 
Quietism, his sleep is as dead as the frozen 
slumber of the sceptic. 

It is amusing to see how egotistical are 
some mystics in their abjuration of the Ego. 
They are never weary of talking about that 
which they profess to annihilate — the la- 
mentations and confessions of their spiritual 
disorder minister continually to display — 
their eloquence shines in the description of 
imaginary ailments, and they parade their 
mental affluence as they disclose their spirit- 
ual maladies — ~ somewhat like Zoilus, who 
retended to be. ill that he might exhibit to 
is friends the new purple counterpane he 
had just received from Alexandria. They 
a remind us of that picture of Affectation so 
finely drawn by Pope, when he describes how 
she 
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Faints into airs, and languishes with pride, 

On the rich quilt sinks with becoming woe. 

Wrapt in a gown for sickness, and for show. 

The fair ones feel such maladies as these, 

When each new night-dress gives a new disease. 

The mysticism which arose in Europe to 
resist the exclusiveness of the clergy and the 
formalism of the Romish sacraments, did 
good service in maintaining the necessity of 
experimental religion against the opus opera - 
turn. But that mysticism which has been 
conducted and extolled by the priesthood, was 
too commonly profitable only to confessors and 
directors, and a most miserable experiment 
for its subjects. When the priests had caught 
an enthusiast, they availed themselves, with 
equal art and cruelty, of his anguish, his 
earnestness, his self-forgetfulness, to train 
him for a pattern — to stimulate his extrava- 
gance to its height; — for the more mon- 
strous his asceticism, the more portentous 
and unnatural the distortions of his frenzied 
devotion, the more would the crowd gather, 
money flow, and priestcraft flourish. Such 
specimens of mental and spiritual disease 
were commonly regarded with all the rever- 
ence the Russian serf pays to an intoxicated 
man, with all the veneration the Mohamme- 
dan feels for the idiot whose intellect he be- 
lieves to be in heaven. These models of use- 
less self-sacrifice were put forward by a corrupt 
clergy to hide their own self-indulgence, and 
their sanctity was employed in ecclesiastical 
tactics for much the same purpose to which 
Cambyses put the sacred biros of Egypt, 
when he posted a line of them before his 
invading army — aware that the Egyptians 
would rather surrender on the snot than harm 
a feather of their holy ibis. The fiery con- 
vulsions of these ardent natures was often 
found effective os a spectacle, to stimulate the 
■sluggish devotion and the reluctant offerings 
of grosser temperaments — as chemists say, 
that the fires of Vesuvius and iEtna supply 
the air with gases which foster vegetation on 
the dull and quiet plains of monotonous Hol- 
land. In France, especially, mysticism was 
the frequent resource of men and women over- 
whelmed by sorrow, or disgusted with a life 
of dissipation. To such the most extravagant 
form oF religion was the most attractive, ns 
extreme begets extreme. In some cases, as 
they resorted to religion, disappointed by the 
world, so they took refuge iu Quietism when 
disappointed by ordinary religion. Exhausted 
by the trying alternations of religious hope 
and fear, they embraced indifference — and 
their Quietism was less aspiration than des- 
peration. It is sad to think of the sufferings 
of many a bruised heart, seeking peace in 
mysticism under the guidance of some Jesuit 
director — a religious Dousterswivel — whose 
pretended art is powerless to bestow the 
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treasure of tranquillity which is always prom- 
ised, never realized — who, instead of healing 
the wounds which the world has made, only 
creates new distresses, new perplexities, and 
new sins, by his vexatious and unnatural 
casuistry — thoughts of fear, which inflame 
the yet smarting sore, like those stinging 
insects that bite and nestle in the wounds the 
vampire-bat has made in the flesh of the 
sleeper. In place of the solid, intelligible 
consolation needed by man, mysticism has too 
generally offered its intangible refinements — 
its indefinable divine iilapscs — touches — 
tastes, and manifestations — which emascu- 
late, instead of bracing the soul — which 
vanish, like a dream, and leave it powerless 
and bewildered — which would be questionable 
fare for the taste of angels, and are but the 
mockery of food to mortals in the body. How 
happy would many of its votaries have been 
could they have substituted for its ethereal ex- 
altations a little of that simple diet — the scrip- 
tural bread of life — so kindred to that element 
in which man lives. As it is, however, they 
resemble the lamb brought into the churches 
on St. Agnes’ day — stretched out on its 
cushions fringed with gold — its ears and tail 
decked with gay ribands — bleating to church 
music — petted and adorned in a manner to 
it most unintelligible and unsatisfying — and 
seeming, to the ear of the satirist, to cry all 
the while — 

Alack, and alas ! 

What ’s all this white damask to daisies and grass! 

It is a poor consolation to offer men liberty in 
their dreams as a recompense for the weari- 
some inactivity of their waking hours — to 
give them the wings of vision in the night as 
a compensation for Quietist inertness by day 
— to emancipate the fancy, on condition of 
being suffered to lull the intellect into torpor. 
Few would be content, in our own day, thus 
to live but half their life, and to resemble in 
this respect that enchanted forest, which by 
day was a company of trees, but every night 
an army of warriors. 

Among ourselves, of late, mysticism has 
appeared in opposition to scriptural religion. 
In England, Mr. Newman — in America, 
Theodore Parker and Emerson, exalt the re- 
ligious sentiment above the Bible — question 
the possibility of a written revelation — an- 
nounce the doctrine of disinterested love once 
more — propose to realize eternity in the 
present, uy rising above the meanness of fear, 
and the selfishness of hope — and, in the name 
of the spirit against the letter, defend their 
own opinions as true spirituality, and assail 
those of others as a corrupt literalism. 


The life of conversation consists more in find- 
ing wit for others, than in showing a great deal 
yourself 


From the Athenaeum. 

Paris after Waterloo : Notes taken at the Time 
and hitherto unpublished ; including a revised 
Edition of “ A Visit to Flanders and the 
Field.” By James Simpson, Esq., Advo- 
cate. Blackwood. 

In 1815, Mr. Simpson — who was one of 
the first of our countrymen who hurried over 
to the Continent after the Battle of Waterloo, 
to visit the scene of war, and to travel through 
France, then triumphantly thrown open to the 
English tourist — published a little volume 
entitled “ A Visit to Flanders and the Field 
of Waterloo,” which was much read at the 
time. Since that time he has been known to 
the public for his exertions and writings in 
behalf of popular education. The volume 
formerly published, it appears, “ formed & 
part only of notes taken during his sojourn 
in Belgium and France.” Now, however, 
“ looking over the hitherto unpublished 
portion, which for thirty-seven years has 
reposed in a dusty comer, and finding much 
which he himself had forgotten, but which 
narrates events and describes scenes that he 
thinks might be interesting, as they would 
probably be new, to his younger countrymen 
— especially at the present moment, that a 
recent loss has recalled the public attention 
to the marvels of days past — he has ventured 
to bring it out.” 

There is no denying that such a publication 
is curiously out of date. It has singularly 
the air of an after-thought. Its great merit 
consists in the enthusiasm with which it is 
written — recalling vividly to mind the state 
of feeling which must have been prevalent all 
over Great Britain at the time when the 
victory of Waterloo had recently intoxicated 
the senses and bewildered the imagination of 
the island. Here is a spirited passage, 
describing the eflect which the news of the 
victory produced in the author’s own town — 
Edinburgh : — 

Such were the first tidings of the war, received 
in England in four days, and in Scotland in six, 
which, had they then been known, electric wires 
would have brought in os many minutes. The 
author witnessed the effect of the news in Edin- 
burgh. It met him as he entered the outer hall 
of the courts of law, still called the Parliament 
House, from having been the hall of the Scottish 
Parliament, before the Union. The unwonted 
words were passing from month to mouth — 
“ Wellington is defeated ! He has retreated to 
a place called Waterloo ! The game is up ! 
The hero of a hundred fights quails before the 
eagles of Napoleon ! The Prussian army is 
annihilated ! ’ ’ And thus and thus was Pandora’s 
box emptied : — 

But Hope the charmer lingered still behind. 

A retreat is not necessarily a defeat, began some 
one to recollect — a retreat, moreover, to a named 
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place, most likely a previously chosen position, 
infers a stand at that place. A detachment only 
has been engaged, and necessarily fell back on 
the concentrated main body. The retreat of the 
Prussians would have exposed its flank. Well- 
ington had yet to put forth his strength. The 
French had never , since they first met him, 
gained the smallest advantage over him ; on the 
contrary, had been beaten in every action, and 
that so statedly, that Napoleon was known to 
have exclaimed pettishly to the unlucky bearer 
of the news of yet another Peninsular disaster 
— “ Bah ! Les Anglais tou jours battent les 
Fran^ais !'* “No! No!’* said one more san- 
guine reasoner of the long robe, “ we shall have 
news of victory yet ; and, as it must be near at 
hand, one way or the other, I should be more 
delighted than surprised if the castle guns should 
wake us to-morrow morning/* Another barris- 
ter, quite as patriotic, but less sanguine, would 
cheerfully pay a guinea for every gun fired for a 
victory, to any one who would take very easy 
odds. The bet was taken, the taker patriotically 
wishing- to win, the offerer still more patriotically 
wishing to lose. The business of tne morning 
had scarcely proceeded two hours, when a gentle- 
man rushed into the great hall, and, almost 
breathless, shouted “ Victory !** He was mobbed. 
“How had the news come?** “By express 
from the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, then in 
London. The French completely routed, at the 
place called Waterloo, by one grand bayonet 
charge of the whole British army !** Such was 
the brief flourish, for a lengthened struggle of 
ten hours, which was first sounded by Fame's 
trumpet. The bearer of the glad tidings was 
soon in the court where the judges were sitting ; 
the cheers of the Outer Hall were suspended only 
to be renewed in the Inner. Farther law pro- 
ceedings were out of the question ; adjournment 
was ruled ; and judges, advocates, agents, and 
officers, were speedily in the streets, already 
crowded by their excited and exulting towns- 
men. Nobody could stay at home. The schools 
were let loose. Business was suspended, and a 
holiday voted by acclamation. Everybody shook 
hands with everybody ; and as the Lord Provost's 
brief express, got by heart by the whole popula- 
tion, could not be made longer or more particular 
than it was, the most restless were perforce 
obliged to wait, with what patience they might, 
for the dawn of the next day. The sun of that 
morning saw no “ sluggard slumbering ’neath 
his beams.’* The streets were crowded before 
the post arrived. The mail coach was descried 
approaching, adorned with lAurels and flags, the 
guard waving his hat ; and soon it dashed into 
the town amid cheers that made the welkin ring. 
The accounts were now official. All was con- 
firmed ; and, as early as seven o’clock, the Castle 
flag rose, and nineteen twenty-four pounders 
sounded in the ears and filled the eyes — for 
the effect was overpowering — of the excited 
throng. Need we say that the nineteen guineas 
were joyfully paid by the loser ? or need we add, 
that the winner handed them over to the fund, 
speedily commenced for the wounded, and the 
widows and families of the slain ? 


The newly-published part of the volume — 
detailing what the author saw in his journey 
to Paris, and in his residence there after his 
visit to the battle-field — contains much in- 
teresting matter, though little that is new. 
A good many pages ure occupied with his 
visits to the Louvre, and with his remarks on 
the paintings and sculptures which he there 
saw ; and there is less of substantial informa- 
tion illustrating the immediate consequences 
of the battle than might have been expected. 
Some of the flying notes, however, are curious 
and valuable. In Paris he went about con- 
tinually, and saw everything with the eyes of 
a young and enthusiastic stranger. 


From the Economist. 

The Key to Unde Tom's Calnn ; presenting 
the Original Facts and Documents upon 
which the Story is Founded , together with 
Corroborative Statements verifying the Truth 
of the Work. By Harriet Bef.ciikr Stowe, 
Author of “ Uncle Tou/s Cabin.” Clarke, 
Beeton, and Co., Fleet street. 

The controversy in which Mrs. Beecher 
Stowe is involved with her slave-owning 
countrymen and their partisans has made the 

f mblication of the present work necessary, 
t is a collection of documents of all kinds, 
filling a large volume, to verify the statements 
of her former book. The novel, however, was 
infinitely more pleasing to read than the facts. 
We did not trouble ourselves os we read that 
about the evidence for its truth ; but the 
present work is a book of facts and state- 
ments, which require to be dealt with ns a 
basis of judgment. It must be closely scru- 
tinized, and collateral facts taken iuto consid- 
eration, because it calls on us not to be 
amused with a tale, but to pronounce a ver- 
dict of guilt against a nation. It would have 
been better, perhaps, for Mrs. Stowe to have 
rested her case upon the general bod name of 
slavery. We are all willing to believe all 
possible horrors of that, though we may doubt 
the evidence she offers. A bad name will 
hang a dog, and it would have been as well 
for her to rely on the bad name of slavery. 
It cannot be conceded to the advocates of 
slavery in the South, even if we admit, as 
they assert, that the black race is created 
inferior, that this justifies the white race in 
reducing the black race to slavery. One con- 
sequence of the plan is, by the degradation of 
the whites, to create a condition of society 
very inferior to that of a society composed 
wholly of free whites. Another consequence 
is, to perpetuate and extend the inferior race. 
In contact with the superior race the Negro 
must, like the Indian, disappear ; making 
him a slave preserves him. Were he not 
enslaved he must, in contact with the white 


Digitized by i^ooQle 



736 


MYSTERIOUS MUSIC. 


man, perish. Had he been found in America, 
as were the Indians, he would have been 
extirpated ; and in America he can only live 
as the sluve of the white man, whom his 
slavery injures. The free white States make 
a much more rapid progress in knowledge, 
skill, and power than the slave States. But 
for the continued growth of knowledge in the 
free States, the slave States would be no 
better than the West India Islands. Hence 
it may be concluded that those who advocate 
the superiority of the white race as a decree 
of Providence, counteract its consequences 
when they make slaves of the blacks and 
preserve them, instead of allowing the white 
race to plough them or eat them, as they 
have done the Indians, out of the land. On 
the admitted principle that thero is a differ- 
ence and a superiority of races, it cannot be 
said, as the partisans of abolition say, that 
the negroes should be placed on an equality 
with the whites. They are not placed on an 
equality in the Northern States, where slavery 
does not exist — they are not equal in Eng- 
land and Africa — and no law's, no institu- 
tions, no manners, can make them equal. 
To many people, accordingly, what Mrs. 
Stowe has written on the subject will appear 
an idle tirade. It excites ridicule in the 
States, and weakens her cause. She enlisted 
our sympathies by her novel ; she wilf not be 
as successful in captivating our reason by her 
treatise, political, theological, and philosoph- 
ical. It is undoubtedly a great storehouse 
of facts showing the bearings of slavery. It 
leaves slavery without the shadow of an ex- 
cuse or defence — it lays bare its horrible 
cruelties and its manifold vices ; but it does not 
inform the Americans how they are to get rid 
of slavery, nor satisfy us that the whites and 
the neproes can coexist in the same space 
except m that or a similar relation. In Bar- 
badoes, where the two races do exist without 
nominal slavery, the bulk of the blacks are 
the tenants of the whites, and kept in obedi- 
ence by white power. The alternatives are 
— slavery of the inferior race, or extirpation, 
or an intermingling of blood, which, with the 
Africans, seems not feasible. As negroes 
have been carried to America and allowed to 
increase under the protection of the white 
races, to extirpate them seems impossible, 
and therefore slavery is, and, we are afraid, 
must be, continued. At the same time there 
is no necessity to enforce that by law which 
exists as fact ; and all laws which encourage 
or protect individual whites in the commission 
of cruelty ought to be put down. Inequality 
is not incompatible with kindness ; it implies 
it, and kindness seems better than extirpa- 
tion. The slaveholders must be rather en- 
couraged to mitigate slavery than terrified 
into enforcing it. The question in the United 
States is an all-important one, not to be solved 


by sympathies. With the novel of Mrs. Stowe 
many would agree and would sympathize, who 
will not agree with many of the deductions 
of her treatise. 

Mysterious Music. — One Sunday afternoon, 
during a pause in a rain-storm which had lasted 
for six or seven hours, and during which the 
Genevese and I had been fiddling and talking, 
and reading and dining together, he took occa- 
sion to remark upon my fondness for music, and 
said he could gratify it in an extraordinary way 
if he thought fit. I begged him to explain him- 
self. He was in no hurry to do so ; but, after 
some coquetting and delay, rose from his se.it, 
and taking a large cloak from a peg in the wall, 
laid it often upon the bed, and then locking the 
door and closing the window-shuttei-s, to exclude, 
as he said, even the slightest soiyul, seated me 
upon the cloak, sat himself down as close to me 
as possible, and pulled the hood over both our 
heads. Then placing his lips close to my ear he 
said : “ You must not speak — you must hardly 
breathe. Listen !** I held my breath, and 
listened curiously for the best part of a minute 
before I was aware of any sound, and was just 
going to break the silence, when a small, but 
piercingly shrill straiu seemed to traverse the 
very innermost chambers of my brain. I was 
not aware of the precise moment when it com- 
menced, but I perceived instantly that it was 
accompanied by another noto harmonizing with 
it, produced by different mechanical means, and 
a twelfth lower. The shrill treble ran dancing 
with inconceivable rapidity up and down a com- 
prehensive gamut, in a kind of fantastic varia- 
tions upon some popular air, which I could iden- 
tify ; while the accompanying boss, which 
might be compared for continuity to the drone 
of a bagpipe, but which, unlike that, was 
** musical as was Apollo’s lute,” though limited 
apparently to five or six notes, gave the success- 
ive intonations with all the precision and certainty 
of an instrument The longer I listened, the 
more rapturous was the music, or, which was 
more probable, the more sensitive my perceptions 
became, and the better was I qualified to appre- 
ciate it The notation of the treble, which at 
first hearing had seemed to glide up and down, 
became by degrees distinct and articulate as 
that of a flageolet, to which, however, it bore no 
sort of resemblance, and the sustained notes of 
the bass assumed a triumphant, pealing tone, 
which thrilled me with delight. When at length 
the strain suddenly ceased, and the Genevese, 
throwing off the cloak, sprang up and opened the 
window-shutters, it was some time before I could 
recollect where I was. He laughed at my em- 
barrassment, and, upon ray complimenting him 
upon the beauty and delicacy of the performance 
I had heard, asked me whether I could show* 
him how to turn it to account. As ho confessed 
that, without the precautions we had taken, the 
musio would have been inaudible, and that the 
hum of the smallest fly would have drowned the 
whole, I was forced to acknowledge that I could 
see no mode of making such a species of harmony 
marketable. — The Working-man'* Way in 
the World . 
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PART III. — CHAPTER X. 

No dragoons bad been seen in Doddington 
within the memory of the oldest inhabitant, 
unless the reminiscences of that ancient and 
shadowy personage could extend back to Mon- 
mouth’s rebellion, when Feversham’s horse 
had marched through. And when it is re- 
membered what a conspicuous feature her maj- 
esty’s troops, especially the mounted and 
mustachioed portion, form in societies long 
habituated to their presence, it may be sup- 
posed that the sensation they created in this 
secluded spot was immense, and only to be 
paralleled by the commotion which those an- 
cient cavalry the Centaurs caused at Pirithous’ 
wedding. 

They had been detached to Doddington 
from tne nearest garrison town, in consequence 
of disturbances in the surrounding district. All 
the place was agog to see them march in. It 
happened to be a very rainy day, and instead 
of a splendid, dazzling spectacle, they pre- 
sented to the sight a long row of bedraggled 
figures in red cloaks, which half-covered their 
splashed horses, and which quite concealed 
the glories of their uniform, trotting in none 
of the best order along the, slippery and pud- 
dled street. But two days afterwards, the 
weather being propitious, they shone forth un- 
clouded on the gaze of the inhabitants, and 
produced a great revolution in Doddington. 
The town was never very important in a com- 
mercial point of view, but now you would 
absolutely have supposed that the only remu- 
nerative pursuit that people of any trade or 
profession whatsoever could engage in was 
looking after the dragoons. Servant-maids 
were discharged at a moment’s warning only 
to be replaced by others just as love-stricken 
and inattentive. The millinery business, so 
far as making anything except love went, was 
at a stand-still ; and the members of it went 
down in public estimation towards zero, ex- 
actly in the same proportion as they rose in 
favor with the officers. Slander was busy 
with the names of the prettiest, and even an 
ordinary countenance was no protection. Miss 
Bonady, who had superintended the education 
of young ladies' in the art of bonnet-making 
for full twenty years, found her time-honored 
good name in a fair way to be blasted ; for a 
jury of matrons had been impanelled and was 
now sitting on her character. Country lov- 
ers, who, up to the advent of the soldiery, 
had been progressing charmingly with their 
Dulcineas, suddenly turned green or yellow 
in color, and savage in disposition, ana took 
to poaching, or enlisted for soldiers ; and, 
between agitation and tight-lacing, a vast 
number of children came prematurely into 
the world, many of whom, of both sexes, were 
reported to have been born with mustachios. 

The beer trade began to thrive wonderfully 
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in Doddington. It was not merely that the 
soldiers consumed a good deal themselves, 
but the inns where they were billeted were 
filled every night with those convivial openir 
tives who came to enjoy military company 
and conversation ; while their wives either 
stood resignedly, like mournful caryatides, 
outside the doors, waiting for their lords and 
masters, or else disturbed the harmony of the 
meetings, by entering and forcibly carrying 
off their truant spouses from the society that 
so enthralled them. Dissenting ministers 
grew more energetic in their denunciations of 
all pomps and vanities, especially such as 
appertain to men of the Bwoid, as their flock 
diminished in number — for many of their 
young female disciples had of late ceused 
altogether to wrestle with tho spirit; and 
many an anxious old lady might be scon, after 
dusk, inquiring if anybody had seen her 
Jenny, the said Jenny being at that time 
probably loitering in some shady lane, having 
round her waist an arm in a scarlet sleeve. 

The officers had established their mess in 
a large room of The Bush, the principal hotel 
of Doddington. Here, at seven o’clock in the 
evening, the various individual streams of 
ennui, imprecation, and desire for excitement, 
that had meandered wearily through the con- 
genial region during the day, were received 
into one pond, thus fulfilling the great object 
of that important military institution, the 
mess, where warriors, who have been all day 
trying unsuccessfully to kill time in single 
combat — attempting to ride him down — 
poking at him with billiard cues, and the like 
feeble efforts at discomfiting him — are en- 
abled to join forces, and fall upon their enemy 
in a body. 

First at the dinner-hour came Tindal, the 
major, who lived in the inn. Smart, tight- 
built, and standing on the hearth-rug with* 
his legs apart, as if there were a horse be- 
tween them, one could almost swear, even 
when seeing him on foot, that he was a good 
rider — an accomplishment by no means so 
common as might De presumed in the British 
cavalry. Tindal was a man who liked to live 
in a large garrison town, with erack regiments 
in it, among whom might be got up steeple- 
chases, wherein he might distinguish him- 
self, with a pack or two of fox-hounds within 
reach, a well-appointed mess, and a rubber 
of whist afterwards, with dollar points, and a 
fellow sitting by to bet about the odd trioks. 
These tastes, it was pretty clear, would not 
be gratified in Doddington, and the major 
accordingly cursed, in a calm, deliberate 
sort of way, the hour in which he was sent 
there. 

Enter to him Cornet Suckling, who has not 
been long in the service, and whose upper lip 
looks like a fragment of the body of a young 
gosling. The comet, having heard much of 
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the major’s steeple-chasing exploits, and be- 
ing (though a weak-minded youth) addicted 
to nero-worship, has in secret a great venera- 
tion for him, and, while speaking of him in 
his absence as “ Tindal,” or “ old Tindal,” or 
“ that fellow ,Tindal,” shows considerable 
uneasiness as he approaches the hearth-rug, 
whereon the formidable major is planted, and 
throws himself into wonderful and unnatural 
attitudes, in his attempts to appear at ease. 
First, he seats himself on the top rail of the 
back of the chair, and, tilting it over on two 
legs, rocks himself to and fro, in a manner 
nervous to behold ; then he pauses, and 
punches the pattern of the carpet with his 
spur ; then stooping his long, awkward form, 
till his elbow rests on the mantelpiece, he 
puts his splay foot on the fender, thereby up- 
setting it, and bringing all the fire-irons clat- 
tering down upon Tindal ’s heels, who, as he 
shifts his position, damns him internally for 
a stupid young muff. Tindal does n’t like 
him, and seldom says much to him, except on 
parade, where he “ pitches into” the unfor- 
tunate cornet (who has a fretting charger, 
and doesn’t know how to manage him) m a 
wav that would render him desperate, if he 
had spirit enough to become so. 

Presently hilarious voices are heard laugh- 
ing their way up-stairs, and after a short 
delay, occasioned by their meeting with a 
ohambermaid on the landing-place, Lieuten- 
ants Wylde Oates and Harry Bruce make 
their appearance. Without much in com- 
mon, except an immense flow of spirits, these 
two are generally together. Both of them 
are sharp lads, and though their method of 
enjoying life is somewhat riotous, yet they do 
enjoy it, and will be capital fellows by and 
by, when the effervescence has subsided, and 
the liquor has got mellow. In the mean time, 
they are worth a gross, either of languid, 
irreproachable endurers of existence, or of fast 
men with low tastes, for they are a pair of 
gentlemanly scamps. Oates has a florid face, 
half-hidden in shirt-collar, in w f hich he affects 
to imitate his deceased parent, who was a 
noted sporting character, and broke his neck 
in riding over a dining-table after dinner for 
a wager, leaving to Oates, junior, a sorely 
diminished patrimony and a sporting reputa- 
tion — two things scarcely susceptible of si- 
multaneous improvement. Bruce is handsome 
und dark, with brown curly hair and brown 
eyes, and a face expressive of good-humor and 
intelligence. They immediately communicate 
the adventures of the day to Tindal, who lis- 
tens with grim approval ; while Suckling, 
brightening up, hovers round the outskirts of 
the conversation, and occasionally fills up an 
interval with an interaction or an admiring 
laugh. 

“ There ’s a queer old boy coming to dine 
with me, major, said Bruce. “ I picked him 
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up to-day as I was poking about an old tower 
in the neighborhood of the town. He had 
found a large fragment of stone, with an il- 
legible inscription on it, and, being a great 
antiquary, was staggering home under his 
prize, when I offeredto carry it for him. In 
return, he afforded me such a quantity of 
curious information about the antiquities of 
the place, that we became quite friendly on 
the spot. 

As he spoke, Mr. Titcherly was announced, 
and a little old gentleman entered, in an an- 
tique suit of black, with shoe-buckles and a 
brown wig. Mr. Titcherly was the literary 
lion of Doddington ; he was, as Bruce said, 
of the Dryasdust fraternity, and had devoted 
his long life to collecting information regard- 
ing the antiquities of the town, diving into 
ancient chronicles, deciphering the inscrip- 
tions on old tombstones, ana occasionally 
filling up gaps very ingeniously with theories 
of his own. In this way he bad compiled a 
complete chronicle of Doddington, from the 
earliest times down to his own, statistical, 
descriptive, biographical, and historical, with 
plates, notes, and a voluminous appendix, for 
which he had begun to collect materials in 
his early youth, and had got it finished by his 
sixty-fifth birth-day, and of which five copies 
had been sold in thirteen year9. 

Then came Bagot, bringing with him, ac- 
cording to previous notice to Tindal, his friend 
Seager. The latter leers at each officer to 
whom he is introduced as if he had some 
secret understanding with him, and stares at 
little Mr. Titcherly, as if he were some 
curious fossil; but Tindal being a sporting 
man, and os there exists a tree-masonry 
among sporting men, he and Seager under- 
stand one another at the first glance. 

The soup was brought in by the head-waiter 
of the Bush, a man of dignified deportment 
and mature years — a man who had waited 
on peers of the realm, county members Judges, 
of assize, sheriffs, and the like, with perfect 
composure and considerable credit, but who 
had, within the last week, been frequently 
informed that he was a muff, an impostor, a 
precious slow old coach, with other vituper- 
ative epithets, tending greatly to stagger his 
self-confidence. 

“ We won’t wait for the other fellows,” 
said Tindal, as they sat down to table. “ Fane 
seldom favors us with his company, and Slo- 
perton ’s always late. I believe he takes a 
couple of hours to dress. Gad, sir, life ’s too 
short for that sort of humbug, in my opin- 
ion.” 

“ By the Lord,” said Bagot, “ if I was sure 
of living to the age of what-’s-his-name (that 
old beggar, you know), I wouldn’t spend a 
minute more in that way than I do at pres- 
ent, and that *s not much. And yet I know 
some oH swells (fellow's a precious deal older 
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than me) who get regularly made up by their pulling down his wristbands ; “I’m not in 

servants two or three times a day, and act- his confidence.” 

ually think they put their clocks back that “ One of yours 1” inquired Bagot. 

way.” “ Yes ; a captain of ours,” said Oates. 

“Take some sherry, Lee,” said Tindal; “A good fellow, Fane, but infernally superi- 
“ you ’ll find it deuced bad, I ’m afraid.” or — deuced deal of reading and information, 

“ Infernal stuff!” said Wylde Oates. and all that sort of thing. I *ve been told he 

“ They say,” said Bruce, “ that good wine reads two or three hours a-day. You would n’t 
needs no bush, but the Bush is terribly in guess it though, for he ’s a capital judge of a 
need of good wine. Shall we try a glass to- norse.” 

gether, Mr. Seager?” “He’s a great favorite, too, with the 

Here an odor of various compounded per- women, if he only knew it,” remarked Sloper- 
fumes heralded the approach of Sloperton, ton, speaking slowly, and with a graceful 
who bowed to the strangers as he took a chair, lisp. “ I ’ve known some of ’em quite spoon- 
Captain Sloperton possessed a face and figure ey on him. If he only took the trouble to 
that no young female of the middle or lower follow up his advantages, and 'would bestow 
ranks could look upon without presently lov- a little more pains in dressing himself, I 
ing him to distraction. The first time the don’t know anyoody that I should consider a 
barmaid of the hotel set eyes oif him, she put more formidable rival.” 
soy instead of sherry into the soda-water com- “ Well, sir,” said Seager, impatient at the 
pound she was mixing, and handed it to a captain’s conceit, and going on with a story 
thirsty bagman, w’ho, in consequence of drink- he had begun before his entrance, “ the night 
ing it, was very angry at the time, and very before the race, Tommy came to me. 4 Mis’r 
sick afterwards. Avenues of ringlets shot out Seager,’ says he, ‘you and I have done a little 
of the doors and windows whenever the cap- business together many a time, and I *d as 
tain passed down the street, so that he might soon do you a friendly turn as any man. 
almost have fancied himself surrounded by Well, I ought to know something about that 
the tendrils of a vineyard. From the number ’ere hoes, but I don’t say nothing, only 
of complimentary epistles in verse and prose hedge! Hedge!’ says Tommy, holding up 
he received, one might have supposed that all his forefinger, and giving me a warning look, 
the valentines written that year in Dodding- ‘ You ’re a trump, Tommy,’ I said, * and hedge 
ton, after lying in the dead-letter office since I will, for I never knew you wrong yet and 
the 14th of February, had now been forwarded hedge I did. Gad, sir, ’t was lucky I did so, 
to him in a body. Some of these he exhibited or I should have been two thousand to the 
at mess, and thereby excited considerable bad — as it was, I netted a hundred and fifty, 
envy in the bosom of Cornet Suckling, who The favorite wasn’t even placed.” 
would have given his ears for a correspond- “ Nothing like a friend at court in these 
ence of the kind one tenth as flattering and cases,” said Tindal. 

voluminous. However, the cornet, thanks to “ Ah, you ’re right, major,” said Seager; 
the prestige of his uniform, made more con- “ and I natter myself no man has more useful 
quests than ever he had done before, and flat- acquaintances of that sort than I have. It ’s 
tered himself he was becoming a Lothario. astonishing what an effect a little condescen- 
“Shut the door, waiter, said Wylde sion, and an occasional tip judiciously admin- 
Oates, as the captain entered, “ or we shall istered, has among fellows of that sort, when 
have a rush of love-stricken females after it comes from somebody who knows the tricks 
him. How did you give ’em the slip, Slopes of the trade. A greenhorn, now, might give 
ton ?” twenty pounds to an understrapper in a stable 

“ ’Tis, a wonder they didn’t run into for a bit of information, and the fellow would 
him,” whispered Bruce, “ for the scent ’s pocket it, and put his tongue in his cheek and 
breast-high. What a bore it must be, Sloper, laugh at him for a confounded fool — while a 
to be so adorable !” knowing one, by bestowing five, might get a 

Sloperton took quizzing very calmly, set- hint worth a thousand.” 
ting it down in general to envy. If he had not “You’ve been a good deal on the turf, 
been so good-looking, it is probable he would eh?” said Wylde Oates, who venerated men 
have made a much better figure in the world, who had been a good deal on the turf. Seager 
for he was by no means deficient in intellect, grinned, and said he should rather think he 
But the admiration so promptly accorded nad. 

him by that portion of the fair sex who judge “ Do you know Dakins?” asked Oates, 
chiefly by tne eye, had given a confirmed Seager said he knew him well, 
bent to his ideas, and he had sunk irrevoca- “ Ah,” said Oates, “ he ’s a great friend- 
bly into a clever trifler. of mine. Good fellow, Dakins.” 

“Is Fane coming to mess?” asked Bruce “Splendid fellow,” said Cornet Sucklings 
of Sloperton. plunging head over heels into the conversa-- 

“ Don’t know, really,” said Sloperton, tion, and eager to boast his intimacy with the.* 
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redoubted Dakins. “ Do you remember a bay “ ’T would n’t come before ’t was wanted,” 
colt of his by Cocktail?” * responded Tindal ; “for really, Lee, really, 

“ Bay, with white fore-legs?” said Seager. now, ’pon my life, I was prepared for sorne- 

*• Yes ; I remember him.” thing confoundedly slow, but this is too bad 

‘•I bought him,” said Suckling, with ill- — too bad.” And the major frowned and 

suppressed exultation. “ Deuced fine horse shook his head, as if slowness in a town was 
— aara by Orville.” a high crime and misdemeanor, and, more- 

“ Dam by Orville,” repeated Mr. Seager. over, a personal injury. 

“ Ah, indeed; I shouldn’t have thought he “ ’T was n’t always so,” said Bagot. “ I 
was ever worth a dam.” remember it a cheerful place enough, twenty 

Mr. Suckling feebly attempted to join in the or thirty years ago. Many a jolly dinner 
laugh that followed Mr. Seager ’s sally, and, have I eaten in this very room, at elections or 
muttering “Fine horse now — greatly im- assizes, or when the militia w'as out. But I 
proved since ho was a colt,” retired precipi- don’t know how it is, all the people who had 
tately from the dialogue. When he reap- any life in ’em seem to have died off or left 
peared, it was in a desperate attempt to the place. I hardly ever come down now — 
retrieve his position in the eyes of Seager, by can’t stand it, by Jove !” 
calling the unfortunate head-waiter a “ lub- “How is.it,” remarked Bruce, “that 
ber,” as that hapless functionary placed a wherever one goes — at least I find it so — 
decanter before him. Then, in a reassured the inhabitants always talk as if life and 
tone, he called out, “ Seager, a glass of spirit had passed away from their native 
wine.” places ? I could almost fancy a troop of aged 

“ Horrid beastliness !” said Suckling, set- ghosts, in pigtails, pantaloons, and hessians, 
ting down his glass aftor drinking it, and mourning over the aecline of any place I hap- 
imagining he was quite safe in abusing the pen to be quartered in.” 
wine, os everybody else had already con- “ Doddington ’s not what it was when I 
demned it. was a boy, said Mr. Titcherly, waking up 

“ I ’m sorry you don’t like it, young gentle- and joining for the first time in the conversa- 
man,” said Bagot majestically. “ It has tion on the introduction of this congenial 
been liked by good judges. *Tis some I theme. “And, wlieh I was a boy, old 
brought over from the Heronry, Tindal — people used to say the same thing ; and when 
hope you ’ll excuse the liberty, old fellow ; those old people were boys, other old people, 
but I knew the kind of article that was to be doubtless, said so too. Perhaps the present 
got here.” . generation will tell their grandchildren, forty 

Snub the second for Mr. Suckling, whose years hence, that the old town has degenerated 
forehead broke out into copious perspiration, sadly since they were young.” 
while he felt a horrid sensation all over his “ It almost reconciles me to the shortness 
body, as if his flannel waistcoat and drawers of existence,” said Sloperton, putting his 
had been suddenly converted into sand-papef. shoulders into his ears, “ to know that we 
Wylde Oates added to his discomfiture by probably shan’t bo here to participate in the 
telling him he did n’t believe he knew cider regrets of the said grandchildren for the lost 
from Johannisberg. ^ ^ excitements of their dissipated ancestors.” 

“ Superb sherry,” said Sloperton, sipping “ Doddington,” said Mr. Titcherly, hastily 
it; “ and rather different from the medicinal bolting a half-masticated morsel, in his 
compound we’ve been in the habit of im- eagerness to enlarge on his favorite theme — 
bibing here. Waiter!” “Doddington was once a place of conse- 

“ Sir,” said the waiter, darting to the rear quence. It had a cathedral and many 
of the speaker. churches — it had a convent of Gray Friars 

“ Tell the landlord,” said Sloperton, “ with — it had a priory. It had a charter granted 
my compliments, that his sherry ought to be by King John. There are parish registers 
labelled 4 Cholera, two years in bottle.’ ” ^ hore extending back to Elizabeth’s time. 
The waiter attempted to smile ; but, seeing I ’ve read ’em all through many times, and 
c*the perfect gravity of Captain Sloperton’s they are worth their weight in gold.” 
laoe, ne coughed and said, “ Very good, sir.” “ What a precious old maggot !” whispered 
i He was frequently charged’ with messages of Oates to Bruce. “ What decayed nut did 
this description, but was in the habit of sup- you pick him out of?” 
pressing them. . But Bruce rather enjoyed the old gentle- 

“ I hope, Tindal,” said Bagot, leaning back man’s reminiscences. The roistering propen- 
in his chair in the intervals of dinner, with sities which caused him to fraternize with 
bis hands stuck in the pockets of his some- Oates lay only on the surface of his nature, 
what gorgeous waistcoat — “I hope that this while far stronger and more characteristic 
infusion of young blood which you* ve brought sympathies slumbered, almost unknown to 
to Doddington will put a little life in the old their possessor, underneath. So ho encour- 
town and neighborhood.” aged Mr. Titcherly to resume the subject. 
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“ I remember the convent I mentioned 
well,” he went on (warming to his work, 
os Oates said). “ It was in excellent 
preservation when a parcel of modernizing 
meddlers pulled it down, to make way for a 
new assize hall — a place, gentlemen, that no 
human being, except a lawyer, could take an 
interest in. While they were digging the 
foundation, I picked up a jawbone, which, I 
believe, undoubtedly belonged to Friar Trever- 
ton, who flourished in Doddington about four 
hundred years ago ; for the spot where I found 
it tallies precisely with the place of his 
burial, mentioned in an old manuscript in my 
possession.” 

Once started on this subject, it was not 
easy to stop Mr. Titcherly, and he proceeded 
to enlarge on the antiquities of Doddington, 
quite unconscious that he and his topics were 
alike uninteresting to most of his hearers. The 
very last audience an antiquary should select 
is one composed of fast men, w no have enough 
to do to look closely into the present, extract- 
ing therefrom all the amusement and excite- 
ment it will afford them, and mourning over 
that portion of it which they are debarred 
from enjoying, without troubling themselves 
about the past. Fast men, too, are extending 
their ranks — the term must be widened, so 
as to include all the most successful and noto- 
rious characters of our time. We have fast 
speculators, fast statesmen, fast clergymen, 
who have left the slow Church of England far 
behind — even history is written now-a-days 
by fast historians, only to show us how in- 
comparably superior the fast present time is 
to the past, and their works are lauded by 
fast readers and fast reviewers accordingly. 
And he who does venture to look back with 
regret or respect is an obstructive, a dreamer, 
a lit object lbr scorn to point its slow and 
moving finger at. How, then, could humble 
Mr. Titcherly, who could find interest even in 
the mortal remains of a long defunct Friar 
Treverton, hope for attention? 

The truth is, I ’m afraid, that the fast men 
of the time don't take much interest in any- 
thing — whether it is that the objects which 
engross them are not such as to call for much 
enthusiasm, whether they think the expression 
of it vulgar, or whether they have n’t got any 
to express, I leave to the observant reader to 
determine. 

“ Without going quite so far back as all 
that,” said Bagot, 41 you, Mr. Titcherly, must 
remember when Doddington was more alive 
than it now is — when the society was better. 
You remember Squire Oldport, and General 
Chifney, and Parson Hardbottle, and old Jack 
Petrock, the little king of Doddington, who 
carried the corporation in his pocket, and a 
dozen other jolly fellows, who would have been 
hand-and-glove with their military visitors in 
two days ? ” 


[ “ To be sure,” returned the old gentleman, 

chuckling and rubbing his hands. “They 
were my contemporaries ; I was at school 
with ’em all, and now they are all gone — 
some dead, some living elsewhere. No won- 
der the place seems duller to me.” 

“ I confess, Colonel Lee,” said Sloperton, 
“ I don’t so much regret the absence of the 
excellent old persons you mention, as of their 
female descendants. I haven’t made ac- 
quaintance with a single young lady above the 
rank of a postmaster’s daughter. By the by, 
may \ ask, colonel, who those ladies were 
that we saw with you a day or two since?” 
(Sloperton knew perfectly well, having, made 
most minute inquiries on the subject from the 
waiter.) 

“My niece-in-law, Lady Lee,” answered 
Bagot, “ and two frienas of hers. Fine 
women, sir. She ’s the widow of my poor 
nephew, Sir Joseph Lee.” 

“ Baronetcy of 1600,” murmured Mr. 
Titcherly; “one of James’ creation — see 
appendix.” 

“ A charming trio, indeed,” said the cap- 
tain. “ Not many of the sort down here, 
I *m afraid.” 

“ Well, there ’s one comfort in a quarter 
of this sort,” observed Seager to Sloperton, 
who sat next him — “ you can wear out all 
your old clothes, and so get a pull upon your 
tailor. ’T would be throwing pearls before 
swine to bring the new cuts down here.” 

“Yes, that’s one advantage,” answered 
the captain ; “ and another is, the chance of 
picking up some country beauty with a lot 
of money — something unsophisticated, you 
know, fur one gets sick of your knowing 
women ; one sees so plainly what they ’re at, 
you know — that is, any one who understands 
them. A sharp woman, with her clever 
designs upon one's heart, always reminds mo 
of the what-d* ye-call-em bird — the flamingo, 
I think — that puts its head in the sand, and 
thinks the hunters can’t see him. Now, one 
would like to have an affair with something 
simple and innocent, if it were only for a 
change ; and if there was money enough with 
it, wny, one might be induced to — a — a — 
sacrifice one’s-self on the altar of Hymen.” 

“ What an infernal puppy!” thought Mr. 
Seager. “ Lucky fellow that gets Lee’s 
niece,” said he aside to the captain. “ Lots 
of money, lots of beauty, and lots of good- 
breeding — no mistake about that. Lee knows 
what she ’s worth, and looks precious sharp 
after her, I can tell you.” 

“ More fool he, I should think,” said 
Sloperton. “ What business has he to look 
after her?” • 

Seager winked and gave him a poke with 
his elbow. “ I ’ll tell you all about it by and 
by,” he said ; “ wait till we get an oppor- 
tunity.” 
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This did not offer itself till after they had 
left tho table. But first a variety of topics 
were discussed, of the same nature as those 
decided in the answers to correspondents of 
sporting newspapers. Then there were some 
arguments conducted after the true mess 
fashion — that is to say, remarkable rather 
for confident assertion, tenacity of opinion, 
and bold denial, than for learning, logic, or 
deliberation ; and in the course of which it 
was definitively settled by the majority, that 
the Prussians got deuced well thrashed at the 
battle of Blenheim ; that Sheridan was saved 
from going to prison by selling his poem of 
the 'Rammer to his landlady for fifty pounds ; 
that Sitwell of the Rifles won the Grand Mili- 
tary in an orange cap, and not in a white 
one ; and that brandy-and-water, as hot as you 
could drink it, was a capital thing for gout in 
your stomach. This last curious medical 
fact w&8.decided in the bar, where they stopt 
for a few moments on their way to the 
lodgings of Mr. Wvlde Oates (Mr. Titcherly 
having taken his leave), to exchange a few 
compliments with the young lady who presided 
there, and to charge the waiter to follow 
them forthwith with a supply of wine, brandy, 
soda-water, and cigars. 

Wylde Oates and Bruce jointly occupied 
apartments in the house of a dissenting 
grocer, somewhat disposed to asceticism in 
his religious views, and who was sorely 
troubled how to reconcile the harboring of 
these reprobates beneath his roof, with his 
allegiance to the tabernacle he frequented, 
and of which he was an important pillar. He 
partially satisfied his conscience for his toler- 
ation of them, by assuring his wife in private 
that the young men were workers of iniquity, 
and, t° hi 8 certain knowledge, would eventu- 
ally be broken to pieces like a potter’s vessel ; 
while the wife, who, from a natural softness 
of disposition, did not take the same religious 
pleasure in contemplating the perdition of her 
iellow-creatures, attempted to excuse them by 
saying they were “ great sperits.” On the 
first day of their taking possession, the good 
woman had greatly diverted tho youngsters by 
coming up, about three o’clock in the after- 
noon, ana asking them at what hour they 
would like their tea. “ Gad, Bruce,” said 
Mr. Oates, “ fancy us fellows drinking tea, 
like a couple of old washerwomen — good 
idea, is n’t it?” On the present occasion the 
grocer had caused his wife to sit up for their 
lodgers, and she, opening the door at their 
knock, was horrified at seeing the two “ great 
sperits” attended by seven other sperits, evi- 
dently not come there for the purpose of sleep- 
ing, and making such a noise in their passage 
up-stairs that they woke the grocer, wlio, be- 
fore he went to sleep again, consoled himself 
by a pious vision, wherein he saw the whole 
party undergoing the fate of Dives. 


The sitting-room the youths occupied had 
a snug, respectable air about it, rather at 
variance witn the character and pursuits of 
the occupants. The chairs and sofas were of 
a hardness and neatness rather calculated tp 
mortify the flesh than to invite repose. A 
print of the Rev. John Styles over the mantel- 
piece, with no shirt-collar, a guileless face, 
and a collarless coat, appeared somewhat out 
of place between two favorite works of art 
belonging to Mr. Oates — “The Pet of the 
Ballet,” and “ Taking a Rasper and it 
really seemed marvellous how the reyerend 
gentleman could preserve such a bland saintli- 
ness of aspect, with an opera-dancer of mere- 
tricious appearance, pointing her toe indeli- 
cately at mm on one side, and a reprobate in 
a red coat riding furiously towards him on the 
other. 

Immediately on the arrival of the waiter 
with a supply of liquor and a punch-bowl, 
Mr. Oates proceeded to compound scientifically 
that seductive liquor called claret-cup, after a 
valuable and unique receipt bequeathed to 
him by his departed father ; while Bruce, 
stripping the covers from half-a-dozen packs 
of cards, arranged a table for whist. 

“ What ’8 this ?” inquired Sloperton, taking 
up a pamphlet in a brown paper wrapper from 
a table, between his finger and thumb. “ It 
smells confoundedly of bacon.” 

“That’s a tract,” said Mr. Oates, with 
intense disgust, “ left; here by our precious 
prig of a landlord.” 

“ lie leaves ’em regularly twico a-week,” 
said Bruce, “ and they certainly do smell of 
the shop in a double sense. Tho last one was 
called A Finger-Post to Heaven, and this is 
The Saintly Stoker. I did n’t wish to be rude 
to him, as he probably means it for civility; 
so I told him I was afraid I must defer tho 
perusal of them for the present, being engaged 
in reading The Vicar of Wakefield , which 
book I mentioned on account of its deco- 
rous title not being likely to shock his 
prejudices ; but he turned up his eye, and 
told me ( he feared that vicars were little 
better than whited sepulchres.’ ” 

“ Infernal canting numbug !” said Bagot. 
“ He took £20 for his vote last election, to my 
knowledge. Where do you hang out, Captain 
Sloperton ?” 

“ Why,” answered Sloperton, “ I ’ve had 
considerable bother about my lodgings. I 
was obliged to leave a house on the second 
day, after paying a week in advance, because 
the family were addicted to onions ; and I 
was expelled from a second lodging, otherwise 
comfortable enough , by a crying baby. I give 
you my word, sir, ’t was a perfect cherub, and 
continually did cry. Imagine my feelings, on 
getting settled a little in a third place, at 
detecting the servant-maid — a maid whose 
face and hands actually shone with grease, 
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and who, in fact, had a person altogether per- 
fectly glutinous — fancy my feelings at detect- 
ing her in the very act of using my hair- 
brush. She did, by Jove, sir !” 

Here Sloperton took Seager aside, under 
retence of gotting advice about some turf 
utiness, but in reality to renew the subject 
of Bagot’s connection with Lady Lee ; and 
Seager managed so well for Bagot’s interest, 
that he left Sloperton impressed with a due 
sense of the importance of the colonel’s coun- 
tenance and friendship, to any one who should 
entertain matrimonial designs upon her lady- 
ship, as an indispensable preliminary to suc- 
cess. 

‘ ‘ Would it be easy to get an introduction 
there?” asked the captain, stroking his mus- 
tache. 

“ Ask Lee, there ; he ’s the keeper of the 
seraglio. Here, Lee,” called out Seager, 
“ here ’s an applicant for a ticket of admis- 
sion to the Heroniy.” 

“ Oh, demmit !” quoth the captain, “ don’t 
put it in that way. But really, colonel, I 
should take it as a great favor if you would 
authorize me to call.” 

“To be sure!” cried the colonel; “come 
over to lunch on Wednesday — come all of 
you — and I ’ll get up an expedition into the 
country somewhere. Nothing like a riding- 
party for making people acquainted with each 
other.” 

Tindal was delighted with the prospect of 
the visit, and took Bagot aside. 

“ That Miss Payne, now, that I saw with 
you, Lee,” said he — “do you know much 
about her family and prospects, and so forth ?” 

“ Nothing at all,” said Bagot ; “ but I can 
easily find out, if ’t would oblige you.” 

“ Oh, don’t trouble yourself!” returned the 
major, affecting indifference ; “ I merely asked 
from curiosity. Splendid woman !” he went 
on ; “I don’t know when I ’ve been so struck 
with the appearance and manner of any one.” 

“ Take care !” said Bagot. “ I afway ob- 
serve ’tis a serious thing when a man past 
his verdant days takes a fancy to a girl. He 
always thinks himself so infernally knowing, 
that he won’t take advice, whereas a young 
one sometimes will. You should have seen 
her take her first lesson in riding yesterday, 
Tindal. Gad, sir, you ’d have been enchanted !” 

“Yes!” said Tindal, eagerly — “Yes! 
How did she get on 1” 

“ Never saw such pluck in my life — ne-ver 
saw any girl so thoroughly game. By Jove, 
Tindal, I ’m half in love with her myself!” 
And Bagot related with great zest, ana much 
to the admiration of the interested major, the 
events which attended the commencement of 
Orelia’s first lesson. 

The claret-cup, pleasant and insidious as 
that of Circe, was partaken of with much de- 
yotion by all, except Bagot and Tindal, who, 
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being older stagers, and knowing that pres- 
ent nocturnal pleasure would be purchased 
at an exorbitant amount of morning headache 
in imbibing that bewitching liquor, stuck to 
their brandy-and- water. It was when the 
whist came to a conclusion, and tho effects of 
the exhilarating bowl became evident in in- 
creased rashness in betting, desire for chicken- 
hazard on the port of Oates, coupled with im- 
patience at the non-appearance of supper, that 
Air. Seager took occasion to enlarge on the 
merits of a little English mare he had lately 
purchased — a perfect marvel of a trotting 
mare, considering, as ho said, that she was 
English. “ I don’t know what she can do,” 
said Seager, “ for I forgot to time her; but I 
fancy she took me something like seventeen 
miles within the hour.” 

“ Take care, my boy !” said Bagot. “ Are 
you sure of that ? I don’t know any English 
mare that can trot seventeen miles an hour.” 

“ Bet you an even fifty she won’t do it 
again,” said Wylde Oates. 

“ Well, it ’s my opinion she can,” said 
Seager, “ and I don’t mind backing my opin- 
ion.” 

“ I would n’t bet about time,” said Sloper- 
ton, who was somewhat flustered from drink- 
ing ; “ but I ’ve a horse that I rather fancy 
can gallop a bit, and I don’t mind making a 
match with you.” 

“ No,” said Seager, “ she can’t gallop, 
she *s a trotting mare. But I ’ll back her to 
trot half-a-mile while your horse gallops three 
quarters, if you ’ll give me fifty yards.” 

This proposition was discussed in a variety 
of forms and modifications. Seager was secure 
of his mare’s powers ; and Sloperton, besides 
being somewhat excited by his share of the 
claret-cup, was anxious to produce a favor- 
able impression on Bagot, by making what he 
fancied a judicious sporting bet. Next to his 
reputation as a man of fashion, Sloperton 
piqued himself on his judgment in betting, 
and luckily he was rich enough to indulge 
this propensity without so mudi imprudence 
as sporting men occasionally exhibit. So 
Wylde Oates, having risked nis fifty against 
j Seager ’8, and the latter being drawn, with what 
looked like rashness (though that was the last 
infirmity which Seager could ever be accused 
of), to offer to back his mare, for a thousand, 
to do one mile more — i. e., eighteen in tho 
hour — Sloperton took, him up; and after 
some discussion the wager stood in a double 
form, os entered in Mr. Oates’ betting-book, 
thus : — 

“ Slop, bets Se&g. 500/. the horse Bouquet 
gallops three quarters of & mile before the 
mare Goshawk trots half-a-mile, less twenty- 
five yards — to come off within two months.” 

“ Ditto bets ditto, said nuu^e, Goshawk, 
does not trot eighteen miles within the hour 
— also within two months.” 
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Bagot, too, made an entry to the same effect 
-—though that was needless, for circum- 
stances afterwards caused the bet to impress 
itself strongly on Bagot’s memory. 

After a little more betting, the waiter from 
the hotel was heard knocking at the door, 
and demanding to know when they would 
like supper ; and Wylde Oates, putting out 
his head, delivered an order for a variety of 
stimulative delicacies forthwith, winding up 
with a devil and lots of broiled bones. 

“Broiled bones !” ejaculated the grocer, 
beneath the bed-clothes — “ah, little do the 
poor, lost creatures think whose bones are pre- 
aestined to be broiled ; and a devil too — why, 
it ’s quite prophetic !” and the grocer smiled 
as he turned drowsily on his pillow. 

It was near morning when the dog-cart 
was brought out, and Seager and Bagot 
mounted into it, the former taking the reins, 
for the colonel was hardly fit to drive, es- 
pecially as there were some sharp turns in the 
road. Then, bidding their military friends 
good-night, they rattled off, the silent street 
echoing hollowly as they sped along. 

“ Not a bad night’s business,” said Seager ; ! 
“ I look on the fifteen hundred and fifty as | 
safe — the mare can do it easy. In a day or 
two, you and I will go down quietly and have 
alookatker.” 

CHAPTER XI. 

The ladies had, as Bagot knew, projected 
an expedition on horseback into the country. 
Telling them of the invitation he had given 
to his military friends, of their wish to be 
introduced at the Heronry, and reminding the 
ladies of the obligation they were under to 
Tindal in the matter of the riding-lessons, he 
found no difficulty in getting them to admit 
the dragoons to join the riding-party. Rosa’s 
eyes sparkled at the idea — Orelia gave her 
imperial sanction — le reine le vent — and 
Lady Lee, though rather indisposed to the 
forming of new acquaintances, was unwilling 
to disoblige Bagot. The latter, moreover, in 
order, as he said, that every Jack might have 
his Jill, had recruited a couple of young la- 
dies from a neighboring country-house to join 
the party. 

These were the two Misses Clumbor, daugh- 
ters of Sir Christopher Clumber, Bart., and 
were (considering they were sisters) remark- 
ably different in character. Trephina, the 
eldest, was afflicted with such a perpetual 
thirst for information, that she applied for it 
at all founts that offered, without much con- 
sidering what the auality of the supply might 
be ; and, accordingly, she had imbibed some 
curious facts, such as are not generally im- 
parted to a young lady. The other, instead 
of improving her mind, which was naturally 
so weak as not to be susceptible of much im- 
provement, devoted all her time to the adorn- 
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ment of her person, which was pretty, but 
not so pretty as she fancied it. They were 
to join the cavalcade as it passed their lodge 
gates. 

The Wednesday on which the riding-party 
took place was one of the last days of May. 

The mouth of May — the words are haw- 
thorn-scented, causing the most unimagina- 
tive reader to dream of green fields and fresh 
flowers and a warm sun. Poets, since first 
there sprang such a race in England, have 
conspired to deck May with sunshine and 
freshness, and garlands plundered from her 
neighbor June ; and notwithstanding the 
too often sad realities of east wind and rain — 
notwithstanding the numbers of betrayed and 
unfortunate persons who, having, in the trust- 
fulness of their public temperaments, been 
seduced into going a-Maying, return with 
damp dresses and shivering iramos, and colds 
in their heads — still the people, steadfast in 
their illusion, blindly believe in the delights 
ascribed to their favorite month, and, spite of 
wind and weather, invest her idea with the 
sweets of Paradise — she is the pleasant, the 
merry month of May. 

| The fact is, the month — naturally an 
asthmatic, chilly month — has been padded 
into shape. Every succeeding writer, who 
ha9 occasion to mention her name, adds his 
mite of a flower or a gentle breeze, and thus, 
insolvent as she is in pleasantness and sun- 
shine, her credit is sustained by a paper-cur- 
rency. 

The May morning that shone on the riding- 
party was, however, one of the old poetical 
kind, quite restoring one’s confidence in 
Chaucer — warm, sunny, fresh, musical. The 
few white clouds that floated across the blue 
depths were soft and vapory, melting at their 
edges into thin gray tissues. There was 
breeze enough to dissipate and convey abroad 
the heavy perfumes of the furze on the com- 
mon and the honeysuckles in the lane, but 
not enough to scatter the unseen multitudes 
that filled the air with their humming. Voices 
from low-lying distant fields came with plain 
intonation on the ear ; so did the cawing of 
the rooks around the elms in the village across 
the river, and the rumble of the wagon trav- 
ersing the bridge. 

Rosa, looking forth from the window of the 
break fast- room, fresh as one of the roses that 
bloomed beside and around her, saw the cava- 
liers approaching, their sleek horses glisten- 
ing in the sun. 

Tindal and Sloperton rode first — the former 
with a slight soupfon of the jockey in his 
costume; the latter, after deliberating so 
long over his multifarious wardrobe that the 
others were on the point of storting without 
him, had decided upon a very quiet, though 
exquisitely-cut suit — gray trousers and waist- 
coat, black riding-coat and neckcloth, simply 
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relieved by white gloves — for the captain was 
fond of affecting a great sedateness both of 
dress and aspect ; — and having thus, unas- 
sisted by foreign or adventitious aid, made the 
desired impression, would subsequently come 
forth in full radiance, and carry all before him. 
As he approached the house, he straightened 
himself in his saddle, drew his knees a little 
back (for he was a bad rider, and they would 
slip forward out of place), lowered his heels to 
riding-school trim, and, taking in the whole 
front of the mansion in one rapid, furtive 
lance, feigned to be unconscious that any- 
ody was looking at him. His position in 
the saddle, he flattered himself, was admira- 
ble, and, on reaching the gravel sweep before 
the entrance, he rode a little in front of his 
companion, in order that nothing might ob- 
struct the view of his symmetrical proportions, 
but was sorely disturbed in mind and seat 
when Bruce and Oates came dashing along- 
side at a gallop, and caused his horse Bouquet 
to curvet unpleasantly, thereby affording great 
delight to Mr. Oates, who whispered to Bruce 
that “ Nobby was deuced near spilt.” 

Ba^ot was in the hall, teaching Orelia to 
play billiards, and, hearing their approach, 
he came out to the door with a cue in his 
hand. 

“Glorious day, boys!” said he; “dis- 
mount and come in.” 

“ Deuced nice house,” thought Sloperton, 
looking round the lofty hall, which reached 
as high as to the second story, with a balcony 
round the upper part, and was so spacious 
that the billiard-table looked quite small in 
the midst of the tcsselated pavement. Near 
the table stood the majestic Orelia, holding 
her cue something after the fashion of a scep- 
tre. 

“I needn’t introduce Major Tindal,” 
Bagot said to her, as the major advanced, so 
much abashed by Orelia’s queenliness that 
his habitual formality stiffened into an almost 
awkward shyness as he greeted her ; while 
the self-complacent assurance of Sloperton, 
and the too-easy confidence of Mr. Wyldo 
Oates, rebounded from it ineffectually. “ Now 
then, boys, what d’ye say? — beer, after 
your ride ? — capital home-brewed — glass 
of sherry ? — no ! then come along to the 
drawing-room.” 

“ I don’t think I mentioned to you £hat 
I ’ve the honor to be connected with Lady 
Lee,” said Sloperton to Bagot, as they walked 
up the broad staircase — “ a sort of cousin- 
ship.” 

In fact, Sloperton ’8 father was her mother’s 
first cousin ; but the Sloperton family had 
been so much scandalized at her mother’s 
marrying a country clergyman, that they con- 
sidered it due to their own dignity, and to 
the demerits of the offender, to drop all inter- 
course with her forthwith. Sloperton had 
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reserved the fact of the relationship, in order 
that he might judge whether the style of her 
ladyship’s nouse and society would render 
such a disclosure advisable or not ; and we 
may safely aver that, had these matters not 
proved to his taste, he would have kept the 
“ sort of cousinship ” a profound secret. 

“ Godbless me!” said Bagot, “ you don’t 
say so. I did n’t know I was bringing you a 
relation, Hester,” he continued, as they 
entered the drawing-room. “ Your cousin, 
Captain Sloperton.” 

Lady Lee looked rather surprised. Proba- 
bly, if she had met the captain anywhere but 
in her own house, she would not have ac- 
knowledged him, for she happened to know 
how affairs had stood between her mother and 
the Sloperton family. But as he appeared as 
her guest, she took the hand which the cap- 
tain proffered for a cousinly shako, with suffi- 
cient civility, though without any warmth. 
“Ah,” thought the captain, “ I see — proud, 
and a little indignant ; we ’ll bide our time.” 
And, merely expressing his sense of good for- 
tune at having made the acquaintance of such 
a relative, the captain, with his most be- 
witching bow, relinquished the hand he held, 
and stood aside to let his friends make their 
obeisances. 

Perhaps the calm indifference which marked 
her ladyship’s reception of them was as little 
calculated to encourage the strangers as the 
stateliness of Orelia. But Rosa’s manner 
was enough of itself to set all at their ease ; 
she never thought about herself or her own 
dignity, but received each in a smiling, friendly 
fashion that disarmed all criticism, and 
caused Mr. Oates to eulogize her to Bruce, 
in a whisper, as a “jolly little girl.” Bruce 
and Rosa were friends at the first glance ; 
they were both of them so open, genial, and 
unembarrassed, that the slight circumstance 
of their never having met before in their 
lives was altogether lost sight of within a 
quarter of an hour after the introduction. 

“ Now, then,” quoth Bagot, bustling 
about, “ we ’ll decide where to go, and then 
to horse forthwith. You must know, gentle- 
men, that the ladies, before they were aware 
they were to have the pleasure of your com- 
pany, had each proposed a different point to 
ride to ; and how they ’d have settled it 
without us I don’t know. I ’ll just read to 
you, from these slips of paper, what each had 
to say in favor of her own choice, and then 
we ’ll put the matter to the vote and, uplift- 
ing his double gold eye-glass, he took one of 
the three slips from the table, and stooping 
over it, and moving his head, like an anti- 
quary spelling out an old tombstone, as he 
followed each line, read the contents slowly. 

“ First we have The Skyrock, one of the 
mountain ranges you see from the northern 
windows.” (Here Bagot motioned with the 
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doable eye-glass in a northerly direction, and 
then resumed his reading.) “ It towers above 
the others, and from its top you look on three 
counties and on the sea. There are no trees 
except some stunted pines and a mountain- 
ash or two ; it holds a small lake in the hol- 
low of its hand, as it were, in whoso gray, 
steely surface are inverted the dark beetling 
crags, and the sky, and the clouds. There 
are no small, insignificant beauties to fritter 
away the attention ; all is grand and savage 
desolation.” 

It needed not Bagot’s friendly wink to in- 
form Tindal that this was Orelia’s choice. 

“ Duiry,” Bagotread again, from the next 
paper, “is the dearest little, old-fashioned 
lurm-house in the world — as you will say, 
when you first catch sight of the corner of its 
white wall and thatched roof among the apple- 
blossoms. There are wide, low meadows all 
around, with plenty of flowers and cows, giv- 
ing promise of such nice cream — and they 
keep their promise, I can tell you — and the 
river runs at the margin of them, with islands 
of yellow p gravel parting its clear brown 
streams, and w’illows fringing the opposite 
bank. All round are woods, ancient enough 
and majestic enough to please even some of 
our grand and lofty-minded acquaintances.” 
(“Personal, by Jove!” interpolated Bagot, 
and Orelia shook her riding-whip at Rosa, 
who tried to look demurely unconscious, 
while Bruce smiled at her intelligently.) 
“ And it is undoubtedly a pleasanter and 
more cheerful scene, to anybody of proper 
taste and feeling, than those horrid solemn 
crags.” 

“ No cx parte statements of that sort ought 
to be allowed,” said Orelia. 

“ Certainly not,” said Tindal. 

“ Nor such low appeals to vulgar tastes, as 
promises of cream,” said Orelia. 

“ I ’ve a particularly vulgar taste, and like 
cream excessively,” said Bruce. 

“ The White Fall” (so ran the third 
paper) “ is a cascade shooting out of the rift 
of a mossy rock, whose faces are all wet with 
its spray. It is caught in a basin bordered 
thickly with ferns, from which it drops suc- 
cessively into other basins, till it flows away 
out of sight. Ascending by slippery steps 
cut in the rock, you come suddenly on a 
ruined abbey, standing in front of dark massive 
woods. The scene unites the sentiments of 
the grand and antique with those of the 
picturesque and familiar.” 

“ There,” said Bagot, dropping his gloss ; 
“ most votes carry it.” Having collected 
them, he declared the state of the poll to be 
in favor of the last proposition, which had 
emanated from Lady Lee ; and for the White 
Fall they started forthwith. 

Bagot marshalled the cavalcade. Lady 
Lee, disposed to be agreeable to her compan- 


ion, Captain Sloperton, glanced at him, to try 
and guess what style of conversation was 
likely to suit him. “ Dear me, What a 
hanasome man!” she thought, at the first 
glance ; then, after a second, “ what a pity 
the expression was forgotten when that face 
was designed !” Sloperton, aware he was 
being scrutinized, looked over his horse’s 
head with a face preternaturally composed, as 
if he were sitting for his portrait, saying 
nothing ; not because he wanted conversa- 
tion, but for fear of breaking the charm. 
“ Let her look,” said Sloperton to himself ; 
“ it *s only your confounded ugly fellows that 
are forced to go off at score with the conver- 
sation.” So lie sat perfectly still, except that 
he turned his profile a trifle to the left, so as 
to bring the outline of his nose iuto more 
favorable view. 

Presently Lady Leo broke into a smile. 
“ Has it no voice, I wonder?” thought she, 
“ this military statue of Apollo?” And she 
waited a little louger to see what time might 
bring forth ; but it brought forth nothing, 
except the removal of a speck of dust from the 
captain’s shirt-front with the point of his 
little finger. 

“ An amusing piece of sculpture !” thought 
her ladyship ; — “ho must have escaped from 
some wax-work establishment.” — “ Captain 
Sloperton,” she said, “ I ’in sure you must 
be fond of angling.” 

The captain turned towards her a faco 
illumined with a smile ineffably sweet, which 
ho suffered to steal gradually over the com- 
posure of his aspect. Ho had known that 
smile do him yeoman's service ere now, going 
right through the eyes of a hitherto obdu- 
rate lady, till it quivered in her very heart. 

“Angling! Why so?” asked the cap- 
tain, in his sweetest, softest tone, studying 
her faco in return through his large, melan- 
choly black eyes. 

“ Because Izoak Walton calls it ‘ the con- 
templative man’s recreation,’ and you appear 
to be a contemplative man,” said Lady Lee. 
“ Do you generally pursue your meditations 
in company or alone ?” 

“ You allude to my silence,” said the 
captain, with another smile, this time of 
bewitching frankness ; “ but the fact is, I 
never presume to offer any remark at the 
commencement of an acquaintance, unless I 
think it worthy of the hearer. I believe, in 
this instance, I might have waited till dooms- 
day — and, in fact, £ was just beginning to 
despair when you spoke. Confess now,” 
saia the captain, gracefully extending his 
right hand with the palm uppermost^ and 
inclining his head a little to one side, inter- 
rogatively as it were, “ would you not have 
considered it an insult to your understanding, 
if I had begun by remarking, it was a line 
day, as if f were an almanac ?” 
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“ On the contrary, I should hare agreed 
with the observation very heartily,” said Lady 
Lee. “ Do you suppose I expect to find 
mankind in general carrying the admiration 
of their hearers by a coup-ac-main , instead of 
opening the trenches in form 1 — like Mr. 
Burke, of whom it was said, that nobody 
could stand with him under a door- way in a 
shower of rain without finding him out to be 
an extraordinary man. ” 

“ Burke was an extremely clever fellow,” 
said the captain, “ undoubtedly ; but he la- 
bored under a great disadvantage. I believe, 
from a portrait I have seen of him, that his 
idea of dress was perfectly ridiculous ; in 
fact, his dress was by no means equally im- 
posing with his address ; and who could listen, 
you know, to a sage in a disreputable coat or 
a cravat like a poultice ? — the idea ’s absurd. ” 

Lady Lee laughed heartily at the idea of an 
acquaintance with Stultz being indispensable 
to the success of a philosopher. 

“ It is not very long ago,” continued the cap- 
tain, following up the impression he considered 
he was making, “ since I heard a person who 
was dining with a friend in the next box to 
me in a French eating-house, talk so cleverly 
and amusingly, that I got quite interested in 
him. I figured to myself, of course, a remark- 
ably well-bred, agreeable person, dressed with 
unimpeachable taste. At last, after a most 
capital story, told with charming humor, my 
curiosity to see him became so great, that I 
got up in the middle of my dinner (the greatest 
Bore in the world, you will admit), and made 
an excursion across the room to the bell, ex- 
pressly to look at the clever unknown. You r ll 
hardly believe me, Lady Lee, when I tell you 
he had the impudent bad taste to be witty in 
a — what do you think now ?” 

“ Carter's frock and hobnailed shoes?” 
guessed her ladyship, chiming in with his 
humor. ^ 

*• Nothing of the kind,” said Sloperton. 
** He wore a brown satin waistcoat with yellow 
stripes, und a bright-blue coat with brass but- 
tons, while liis hands were like huge slices of 
beet- root, with carrots at the end for fingers. 
I naturally lost all interest in him at once ; 
his jokes, after that, were all tinged, to my 
fancy, with the vulgarity of his attire. That, 
now, is a case exactly in point.” 

Again Lady Lee condescended to smile. 
The captain's foibles were new to her, and his 
ultra-dandyism amused her by its strong con- 
trast with the calm melancholy of his aspect. 
So she continued to give him her attention — 
and that he always considered as the natural 
prelude to a woman’s giving him her heart — 
and went on with increased confidence, till he 
branched off into the flattering and senti- 
mental vein r in which she thought him de- 
cidedly tiresome, though he fancied he had 
been unusually brilliant. 


The major, riding beside Orelia, with the 
corporal at her near rein, to which station she 
had summoned him, surveyed her with a grave 
and courteously critical air. 

“ Upon my word,” he said, “ either Onslow 
must be a capital instructor in female eques- 
trianism, or he must have met with a singu- 
larly apt pupil. I don’t know when I ’ve seen 
a lady sit so easily and well.” 

“ Pray give all the praise to Mr. Onslow,” 
said Orelia ; “ and permit me, at the same 
time, to thank you for giving us such an ex- 
cellent master.” 

“ Allow me to hope,” said Tindal, with the 
air of one who requests where he may com- 
mand, “ that to-day you will permit me to be 
your riding-master. We will dispense with 
Corporal Onslow’s services, and — ” 

“By no means,” interrupted Orelia, “I 
prefer the present arrangement infinitely. 
That is” (observing the sudden dark flush 
that overspread the major's countenance), “ I 
have great confidence in Mr. Onslow — and 
besides, nobody, you know, can serve two 
masters. Your systems might clash, though 
both are no doubt excellent. So” (turning 
to Onslow), “ pray remain with us.” 

Onslow listened to the major’s proposition 
for dismissing him and to Orelia’s detainer, 
w r ith the same calm expression which he 
usually wore when his superiors in rank as- 
serted at all imperiously the distinction be- 
tween them, and without the slightest appear- 
ance of discomposure. It was the expression 
of one who* knowing well his superiority to 
the station he filled, felt no irritation at being 
reminded of it; and this demeanor appeared, 
in Orelia ’8 eyes, far more dignified than the 
most tragical exhibitions of wrath, and most 
magnificent frettings on the curb, could have 
been. “ Confound the fellow !” thought the 
major, glancing at his handsome, easy sub- 
ordinate, “ I wish he ’d take himself off.” But 
he affected to smile, as he bowed his, acquies- 
cence to Orelia, saying, “ her wishes were 
law to him, and Corporal Onslow should cer- 
tainly remain — ” at all which, a smile might 
have been noticed, by a keen observer, to dawn 
on Onslow’s face. 

From this moment the major quite ignored 
the corporal’s presence, trying to converse as 
if there were no such person within hearing, 
or in existence ; a mode of proceeding which 
was rendered somewhat difficult by the fre- 

? iuent appeals which Orelia made to Onslow, 
or his opinion on matters they conversed of 
— deeply outraging the major's sense of mili- 
tary etiquette, of which few had stricter no- 
tions than himself. But of military etiquette 
Orelia knew but little ; in fact, being, as we 
have elsewhere hinted, somewhat of a self- 
willed young lady, she did not permit etiquette 
of any kina to rule her conduct further than 
she pleased ; and, acoustomed to see in her 
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riding-master one who possessed the manners 
and language of a gentleman, she had almost 
dropt out of sight tne fact of his real position. 

“The filly suits you admirably, ” said the 
major presently to Orelia. “ I should think 
her a little too hot to be pleasant to the gen- 
erality of riders — but you, Miss Payne, have 
a particularly light hand.” 

“So Mr. Onslow tells me,” said Orelia, 
“ though, to say the truth, I don’t exactly 
know what a light hand is.” 

The major frowned — Onslow again ! and 
Mister too ! “ You ’ve brought your sketch- 
book, I see,” said he, after a pause — “ may 
we hope for the pleasure of seeing it employed 
to-day?” 

“ Certainly,” said Orelia. “ I always 
sketch during my rides.” 

“ Might I be permitted a glance?” asked 
Tindal, extending his hand towards the book. 
Orelia handed it to him. 

“Beautiful!” cried the admiring major, 
turning the leaves as the book rested on the 
pommel of his saddle. “Most masterly, and 
evidently done with groat ease and quick- 
ness. If I might venture to say which I pre- 
fer, it is this one — principally on account of 
that group of figures in the foreground.” 

“ You are right, Major Tindal,” returned 
Orelia, “ those figures are excellent. I wish 
I could hope to rival them.” 

. “ Dear me, are they not yours?” said the 
major, vexed at his blunder. 

“They are some that Mr. Onslow was so 
good as to put in,” replied Orelia. “ Do you 
not recognize his rather uncommon style?” 

“Indeed! — ah, I was not aware,” said 
the major coldly — and, muttering something 
about “ fine distances — bold outline — warm 
skies,” he closed the sketch-book, and returned 
it to the fair proprietor. 

“ This now,” said the major, presently, 
pointing with the but-end of his whip at the 
landscape before them, “ allow me to suggest, 
is a fine subject for a sketch. This clump of 
trees in the foreground — that white cottago 
beyond, with the river and those hills in the 
distance, would, in your hands, Miss Payne, 
make a very beautiful picture.” 

“ So I think,” said Orelia ; “ but Mr. Ons- 
low prefers the same view from a point we 
have just passed. I *m glad to have a cham- 
pion on mv side — pray discuss the matter 
with him, Major Tindal, and I will abide by 
the result of the argument.” 

“ Really,” said the major, reddening and 
frowning, “I am — a — a — not accustomed 
to — a — you must excuse me, Miss Payne — ” 
and reining suddenly back, on pretence of the 
narrowness of the road, he rode by himself, 
much chafed in temper, at some distance be- 
hind. 

u Your kind notice of me is most flattering,” 
said Onslow, in a low voice, to Orelia — “ and, 


believe me, I feel it deeply. But will you 
pardon me for saying, that I anticipate con- 
sequences which may cause me to regret the 
display of your goodness.” 

Orelia turned her face severely and scorn- 
fully upon him. “ It is I,” she said, “ who 
have reason to regret that I should have be- 
stowed any notice on one who is capable of 
such an anticipation as fear on his own account. 
I could not have imagined any one guilty of 
such a mean feeling. You have shown me my 
error, and you shall certainly have no cause to 
fear a repetition of it.” 

Most men would have been abashed at the 
scorn with which Orelia turned her face from 
him as she concluded her speech ; but Ons- 
low, smiling, said, “ You mistake me, indeed. 
I would not weigh any consequence to myself 
against your lightest word. But what I do 
anticipate is, that the major, in his evident 
displeasure, may deprive me of the opportu- 
nity of further enjoying the society I have found 
so — ” (he did not say what) — “ and may 
thus,” he added, sadly and half-absently, 
“ close suddenly for me the brief vision of 
paradise that has opened on the dull reality 
of my life.” 

Orelia colored a little at this warmth of 
expression. “ Pardon me,” she said ; “ f was 
too hasty, and did you wrong. I should in- 
deed regret to be deprived of the benefit of 
your instructions. We will mollify this 
doughty chief of yours, and cause him to for- 
get his wrath.” And accordingly reining up, 
and summoning the major to her, under pre- 
tence of showing him some interesting feature 
in the scenery, she condescended, ina some- 
what haughty, indifferent way, to smooth his 
ruffled plumes, and, giving him no further 
cause for ire, except once or twice, when she 
forgot herself, and dragged Onslow into the 
conversation, succeeded to a miracle. 

Bruce and Rosa rode together in great 
harmony, followed at a little distance by 
Wylde Oates and Letitia Clumber. This lat- 
ter young lady, besides being naturally stupid, 
and a very uncongenial spirit for the rattling 
Mr. Oates to encounter, was now particularly 
indisposed to make herself agreeable, in con- 
sequence of pining after the society of Sloper- 
ton, for whom she had, at first sight, conceived 
a warm admiration, which, she was satisfied, 
wanted only opportunity to become mutual. 
So at last, Oates, after giving her a descrip- 
tion of a steeple-chase which she scarcely 
even pretended to listen to, and catching her 
yawning while he was telling her of a wager 
he had lately won, wherein he had displayed 
great sagacity, rode on with her to join the 
pair in front. 

“Hang it, Bruce!” he whispered, as he 
come alongside ; ‘ ‘ fair play, you know. Deuoe 
take me, if I can stand that simpering doll 
any longer, and there are you chatting away 
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with that jolly little thing like a couple of 
magpies, and not caring a curse about me. 
Turn about ’s fair play. You let me ride 
with her for the rest of the way out, and you 
shall be her companion all the way back.” 
And Bruce, acknowledging the justice of this 
arrangement, went accordingly to do penance 
with Miss Letitia, while Rosa cast after him a 
glance of regret which Mr. Oates would have 
thought anything but flattering to himself if 
he had seen it ; for Rosa had discovered that 
Bruce ’8 sentiments on most matters were en- 
tirely identical with her own — that they had 
the same tastes in pictures and books and 
scenery — at least, he had always agreed 
warmly with her expressed opinions — and, 
in fact, they had got on very pleasantly 
together. 

Bagot was the most ill-matched of the party. 
Poor old Bagot, having paired off the others 
to their satisfaction, haa good-naturedly un- 
dertaken Trephina Clumber, who, with her 
usual desire for information, had put him, as 
he termed it, “ through his facings” on the 
subject of the history of horse-racing — its 
origin, progress, Ac., with incidental ques- 
tions on the feeding of horses and rules of 
the turf. And Bagot, w'ho had never, even 
on this his favorite subject, troubled himself 
with any historical retrospect, was sorely 
puzzled to reply, and, answering at hazard, 
communicated to her a fund of information on 
these heads more curious than correct, as may 
be seen to this day in the pages of Miss Tre- 
phina’s journal, where she was accustomed 
to note dowm at night all the treasures of 
knowledge acquired during the day ; in which 
are chronicled, among others, the not general- 
ly known facts, that the first King’s Plate 
was run for in the time of Oliver Cromwell, 
and that Old King Cole was one of the earli- 
est patrons of the turf. 

The cascade was reached and duly admired 
— not on horseback, of course, but the steeds 
were fastened to trees, while their riders 
walked along the rocky path that led to it. And 
the fountain below the cascade was a wishing- 
well, with a legend attached to it, which 
Lady Lee related ; and afterwards they dipt 
their hands in it, and wished silently, and it 
came to pass that some of them, in the fulness 
of time, had their wishes granted, and some 
had not. 

When they dismounted, the corporal pru- 
dently turned his horse’s head and rode 
homewards. 

Leaving the fountain, thdy ascended the 
steps of the rock, and found lunch, which 
Noble had brought in a spring-cart, awaiting 
them under an oak ; and afterwards the lady 
artists produced their sketch-books. Trephina 
Clumber, without any natural taste or talent 
for drawing, practised the art with wonderful 
pertinacity. She hod studied innumerable 
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books on light and shade, and color and per- 
spective, and the human form, and the anat- 
omy of animals, and, in fact, perhaps muddled 
herself with her researches in art, for they 
resulted in productions quite unlike anything 
in nature. She seated herself under a tree, 
and sent Bagot to fetch her some water in a 
tin cup, while she arranged her color-box and 
brushes alongside. Then she made a sketch, 
and all the time she was so employed she 
lectured the colonel so learnedly on keeping, 
and aerial distances, and mellowness, and 
warm effects, and handling, that he felt very 
little doubt that Trephina was a* very great 
artist, and was somewhat ashamed of himself 
when, on looking at the drawing afterwards, 
he took a remarkable cloud in her sky for a 
wooded mountain — and her own horse /which 
she had introduced in the foreground, for a 
goat — mistaking the crutches of the side- 
saddle for the animal’s horns. However, her 
familiarity with the terms of art quite blinded 
Bagot to these little defocts in her practice, 
ana caused him to regard her as a female 
Claude. And many greater reputations than 
Trephina’s are constantly established on pre- 
cisely similar foundations. 

Lady Lee, perhaps not finding Captain 
Sloperton’s conversation in harmony with the 
scene, sauntered away by herself towards the 
margin of the stream above the cascade. 
Before her lay a broad pool, where the stream, 
though swift, was silent, and which was 
crossod by large stones at irregular intervals. 
Between these the water poured smoothly, 
and flowed rippling out of sight. In the 
broken water below' tho stones a fly-fisher 
w'as planted, assiduously practising his art. 
Up the stream the water darkened to deepest 
brown, as it passed beneath overhanging wil- 
lows. Lady Lee remembered that, by cross- 
ing to the other side, a new and pleasing 
point of view was obtained, and she accord- 
ingly began stepping from one stone to an- 
other. 

When about half way across, a stone rolled 
over and sunk, just os she was in the act of 
quitting it, and a little extra agility was re- 
quired to attain the next one. Congratulat- 
ing herself on escaping without a dip in the 
water, she stood here, as on a pedestal, ad- 
miring the view, which was at this point 
much more expanded than on the bans she 
had just quitted, enabling the observer to 
trace tho stream through many a winding, 
and showing new undulations in the surface 
of the woods. Having sufficiently enjoyed it, 
she turned to retrace her steps — and then, 
for the first time, perceived that the displace- 
ment of the stone nad rendered this a difficult 
task. The provoking pebble lay just beneath 
the surface, with the snarp corner uppermost, 
rendering it quite unsafe as a support, and 
tho intenral to the next one was too wide to 
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be attempted. She was unwilling to call for 
assistance, partly because the situation seemed 
to her to involve a little absurdity ; secondly, 
because she dreaded being the object of the 
gallant efforts which the cavaliers would be 
sure to make for her rescue. So she began 
plumbing the stream with her riding-whip, 
and, after poking unsuccessfully to replace 
the faith less stone, gathered her dress round 
her, and half-meditated a spring. 

She made up her mind to it seven times, 
and seven times her heart failed her, leaving 
her precisely where she was. How often the 
rocess might have been repeated is doubtful ; 
ut just then she heard a splashing in the 
water close at hand. The fly-fisher, perceiv- 
ing her dilemma, was wading to her assist- 
ance. 

This fly-fisher was by no means an ordinary 
kind of fly-fisher. He was a handsome, noble- 
looking man, about thirty, with a light mus- 
tache, and was as Unmistakably a gentleman 
in bis tweed shooting-jacket and wide-awake 
hat, as if he had been dressed in a coronet 
and robes. Now, if he had considered a mo- 
ment, he might have rendered the necessary 
service to her ladyship by replacing the stone 
in its old position. Perhaps if Lady Lee, in- 
stead of appearing to him more charming than 
any nymph that ever haunted a stream, had 
been a respectable old lady with black mittens 
and a brown wig, he would have done so ; 
perhaps it did not occur to him ; perhaps he 
preferred taking his own course ; however, 
with no other preliminaries than a bow and a 
few words of apology, half-lost in the murmur 
of the waters, he took her ladyship in his arms. 
One would have thought it would have been 
quite sufficient to carry her to the next stone, 
and leave her to pursue her way — and it is 
believed she did make a representation to that 
effect ; but her speech, like his, was lost in the 
noise of the stream, and he only relinquished 
his fair burden (which perhaps he liked) when 
landed safely on the bank. Then, with a few 
words expressing his sense of “ his own good 
fortune in being of the slightest service, 1 ’ and 
a rather confused offer of thanks from her lady- 
ship, he, with another bow, went back to his 
fishing, and her ladyship rejoined her friends, 
to whom, for some reason or other, she said 
nothing of her adventure. 

They lingered, admiring, chatting, and 
sketching about the wooded slopes above the 
cascade, until evening began to shadow the 
landscape, and to show the broken arches and 
ruined walls of the abbey strongly relieved 
against the sky which gleamed purply through 
tne spaces left originally by the builder, and 
those made since by Time the unbuilder. Orelia 
looked on it in an artistic light, and admired 
the breadth and softness of tne shadows, the 
still, brown depths of the river, with a gray 
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glassy gleam where the sky was reflected — 
the golden scatterings of light where the sun- 
set still lingered on the woody hills, and the 
clouds just beginning to put off their evening 
robes of orange ana crimson and gold, as the 
ruler of the day descended out of sight. Lady 
Lee looked at it in a sentimental point of view, 
thinking of the old monks who had seen the 
sun set behind those slopes, who had wandered 
through those woods, and had dreamed away 
their lives in those shattered cells ; feeling a 
sort of sadness mixed with the beauty of the 
sceno, as imaginative people do, when the 
departing day looks on the ancient abodes of 
departed he ings. And Rosa, who was neither 
sentimental nor artistic, felt a pleasure she did 
not seek to define in the stillness and freshness 
and clearness of air, earth, and sky, and 
chirped forth her gladness unconsciously and 
unrestrainedly as the nightingale who was 
giving life to the neighboring woods. 

Bagot experiencea a mixed feeling, com- 
pounded of a desire for brandy-and-water and 
billiards, and a fear that the dewy grass was 
a bad thing for the gout ; so he managed to 
got them to horse, and to proceed homeward ; 
and when they reached the Heronry, they had 
a sort of meal compounded of dinner and tea 
— too informal for the first, and too solid for 
the last ; and then, after some musie from the 
ladies and Sloperton, who sung to the guitar 
with a clear and sad, though utterly unmodu- 
lated and inexpressive voice, the dragoons rode 
home, all of them well pleased. 

Tindal was pleased, because he had latterly 
found Orelia’s manner and conversation en- 
tirely to his taste ; for the slight haughtiness, 
and occasional symptoms of imperious temper 
that she displayed, had of themselves a certain 
charm for him, harmonizing well, perhaps, 
with the main chords of his own character. 
Moreover, he purposed putting an effectual 
stop to the corporal’s lessons immediately. 

Bruce and Wylde Oates were both pleased, 
because they had found in Rosa exactly what 
her face promised, and their respective shares 
of her society had been apportioned on the 
most equitable principles. 

Sloperton was pleased, because he considered 
he had been particularly charming. “ 1 ’m a 
little past thirty,” said the captain to himself, 
‘ 1 and the variety of these love affairs is get- 
ting fatiguing. I ’ve been thinking for some 
time of settling down quietly whenever I could 
find a proper person — and yesterday I dis- 
covered a white hair in my right whisker. 
Gad, I may turn gray or bald, and my chances 
will be diminished twenty per cent/’ So the 
captain resolved to fascinate Lady Lee, and 
viewed the design with the calm confidence of 
a powerful mesmerist about to set to work 
upon a subject of nervous and susceptible tem- 
perament. 
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CHAPTER XU. 

On regaining his quarters on the evening of 
the riding-party, Onslow, in spite of the non- 
chalance which marked his general demeanor, 
displayed in his manner some degree of agita- 
tion. 

lie was billeted at the Grapes — a cosy, 
snug, old-fashioned hostelry, hid away up a 
by-lane, which was entered from the main 
street of'Doddington by an arch at one end, and 
which had no passage through at the other — 
a rambling old building, full of dark passages, 
with steps in the darkest parts, causing those 
who traversed them swiftly and unsuspect- 
ingly to receive shocks extending from the 
soles of their feet to the crowns of their heads, 
and making their teeth chatter violently, un- 
less the tongue happened to be interposed 
between them, like the passengers’ bodies be- 
tween two fast trains running into each other 
on a railway. The kitchen was always illu- 
mined by a sort of comfortable twilight, partly 
the result of a high wall opposite the windows 
excluding the sun, partly from the steams of 
soups, roast meats, mulled beer, and wines, 
and coffee, that hovered incessantly over the 
hospitable region. When the eye got accus- 
tomed to the place, a stout form might gen- 
erally be espied, seated in the thickest of the 
clouds by the fireside. This was the landlord 
of the Grapes, who, under the firm impression 
that he was diligently carrying on the busi- 
ness, and acting as the prop and main-stay of 
the establishment, spent most of his time by 
the fireside in an easy-chair, diversifying the 
somewhat limited prospect by an occasional 
stroll out under the archway to look at the 
weather. A life of this sort, though well 
adapted to the purposes of a •paii de foie gras , 
would not, at first eight, appear favorable to 
the healthy operations of tne animal econ- 
omy; nevertheless, it seemed to agree with 
the host of the Grapes, if one might judge 
from the rosy complexion that appeared in the 
midst of a white fringe of hair and whisker, 
and the regularity and unfailing zest with 
which ho responded to the call to dinner. That 
meal took place in a little glass-walled room, 
like a gastronomic conservatory, looking into 
the kitchen, presided over by a pretty young 
lady, the future heiress of the Grapes; for 
mine host, like Polonius, had “ one fair daugh- 
ter and no more.” Her attractions, of which 
. her reputed expectations formed perhaps not 
the least, drew numerous gallants to the bar 
of the Grapes, who vied with each other in 
drinking various spirituous compounds mixed 
by her lair hands, and seemed to imagine that 
their success would be proportionate to the 
frequency and recklessness of their orders for 
drink — an impression which caused all but 
suitors of very strong head and constitution to 
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retire from the contest, after probations of 
more or less duration. 

Before the dragoon entered, two admirers 
were signalizing their devotion to the fair 
spirit of the bar, the upper half of whose per- 
son only was visible, as she dispensed the 
potables which formed her peculiar charge 
through a portion of the glass frame of her 
shrine that slid back, leaving a space wherein 
the worshippers might lean their elbows and 
deposit their glasses. One of these was an 
attorney’s clerk — a very dashing personage, 
with a bushy head of hair, and a hat stuck 
rakishly thereon ; the other a young farmer, 
who had lately spent more time at the Grapes 
than in agricultural pursuits ; he wore a white 
hat, a brown cut-away with basket buttons, 
and a blue satin stock, with a great pin stick- 
ing in the folds of it. These rivals had held a 
sort of wordy tilt of sarcasm*on each other, in 
which the clerk’s astuteness gave him a de- 
cided advantage over the other admirer ; but 
the latter drank most, appending to his de- 
mand for each successive glass the words 
“ damn the expense,” indicative of wealth 
and a liberal spirit ; and he was, moreover, 
the better-looking of the two. On whichever 
side the balance of fascination might have 
been, the ministering angel of the bar did not, 
however, betray any preference, but filled their 
glasses, and listened to their speeches, with 
the most laudable impartiality. 

While she was in the act of squeezing a 
lemon into the rum-and-water of the incipient 
attorney, a clanking step was heard outside, 
approaching from the archway. The fair 
bar-maid gave a little start, and spilt some of 
the hot mixture on her hand. This served to. 
excuse the blush that overspread her plump 
face as the corporal entered. 

“ Good evening, Mr. Onslow,” said the 
pretty barmaid, in a tone, and with a bright 
smile, that would 'have induced either of the 
two rivals to drink himself into insensibility 
on the spot, and have thought it cheap too. 
But the dragoon, nodding at her in an absent 
way, and merely replying, “ How d’ ye do, 
Susan?” strode to the fireplaco, and planted 
himself there, with his back to the fire. 

Now, the landlord did not admire the dra- 
goon, though his wife and daughter did. The 
landlord was a man of great weight and con- 
sideration with those wno frequented his inn, 
and always exacted a full measure of respect 
from them, never permitting even those who 
might be called his cronies to venture on any 
undue familiarity. But this dragoon, though 
civil enough, in a condescending sort of way, 
to the landlady and her daughter, showed no 
more respect for his portly host than if he had 
been a stable-boy. Accordingly, that digni- 
tary, with a grunt indicative of displeasure 
and defiance, drew back liis chair a foot or 
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two, and scowled at the dragoon over his pipe. 
He might have scowled at the warming-pan 
that glittered on the wall beyond with about 
as much effect. Onslow, his legs apart, his 
back to the fire, his look bent on tue floor, 
thoughtfully whistled an opera-tune, as if no 
such person as the landlord of the Grapes 
were in existence. 

Opposite the landlord was seated a lodger 
of much consideration and long standing in 
the Grapes. He was a bachelor, with a small 
annuity, which he spent principally in rum- 
and- water — a hard-featured, red-faced man, 
with a couple of marks like gashes extending 
from his nostrils deep down each cheek. 
From his long residence at the Grapes, his 
habits were so well known that he never had 
occasion to give an order ; and being of taci- 
turn habits, this, was a great comfort to him. 
Between breakfast and dinner he always had 
throe glasses of rum-and-water ; between din- 
ner and supper, six ; and after supper his 
tumbler was replenished, till ho was carried 
off to bed on the waiter's back. 

This gentleman had finished his eighth tum- 
bler about five minutes before, and the land- 
lady — a fat, good-tempered woman, with a 
face and figure very like the reflection of her 
daughter's as seen in the convex surfaces of 
the shining dish-covers hanging to the wall 
(i. e., considerably widened and shortened), 
glanced at the clock, and brought him his 
ninth, or last before supper. 

44 We don’t see much of you now, Mr. Ons- 
low,” said the landlady, standing before him, 
after she had set down the lodger's glass on 
the table. 

The landlord uttered a short derisive 
chuckle. lie was a man of few words ; but 
the laugh indicated that, in his opinion, it 
was very little matter whether they saw any- 
thing of him at all or not. The dragoon, 
softly whistling, twirled his mustache absent- 
ly, and did not notice either the remark or 
the laugh. 

“ You 're certainly in love, Mr. Onslow,” 
said the landlady. 44 You used to be the 
politest man — and now one never gets a 
word from you.” 

There was a giggle from the daughter in 
the bar ; but still the trooper made no answer, 
till the lodger, who had a chivalrous respect 
for the landlady, touched the dragoon's sleeve 
with the stem of his pipe. Onslow stared at 
him, and drew back from the contact, when 
he motioned with the pipe towards the land- 
lady, to signify that sne had done him the 
honor of addressing him. Then the dragoon 
lifted up his eyes, and, appearing to peroeive 
the landlady for the first time, noddea to her, 
bid her good evening, and strode through the 
kitchen on his way to his own room. “ He 's 
certainly in love,” said the landlady. Al l 
never saw a man so changed.” 


lie had scarcely disappeared, when the 
daughter, taking a letter from a shelf in the 
bar, said, 44 Law, mother, I forgot to give Mr. 
Onslow his letter — I '11 just take it to him;” 
and, leaving the young farmer and the incipi- 
ent attorney to entertain one another, she 
tript after the dragoon. 

“ Come iu,” said Onslow, when she tapt at 
the door, and she ontcred. The room, thanks, 
probably, to tho young lady’s partiality for 
the handsome lodger, was a very comfortable 
one — a nice little bed, with dimity curtains, 
washing-stand, toilet-table, all complete, with 
some pictures on the walls. 

44 Ilere ’s a lotter, come since you were 
away,” said the pretty bar-maid, handing it 
to him. 

44 Thank you, Susan,” said Onslow, 44 much 
obliged,” and immediately broke the seal, 
whieh was a largo one, with a coat of 
arms. 

The landlady's daughter was dying to 
know who the correspondent with the great 
seal could be, so she lingered, under pretence 
of brushing the dust off the furniture, till he 
had finished reading it. 

44 No bad news, I hope, Mr. Onslow?” she 
said, when he had refolded and laid it on tho 
chimney-piece. 

44 Quite the contrary, Susan ; it assures me 
I have still a friend, and that 's good news,” 
said Onslow, smiling. 

44 0, gracious ! I 'm sure, Mr. Onslow, 
you might have plenty if you liked — it's 
your own fault if you haven’t,” said tho 
pretty bar-maid. 

Onslow had relapsed into thought, and did 
not respond to this complimentary opinion. 

“I got the book of poems” (I’m afraid 
the pretty bar-maid pronounced the word 
44 pomes”) 44 you were wishing for the other, 
day,” she said, still lingering. 44 I borrowed 
it from Miss Parkins, over the way.” 

4 4 Thank you, Susan, 'fc was very kind and 
thoughtful of you,” said Onslow, flinging his 
cap into a corner, and himself into a chair. 

There were some flowers in a glass on tho 
chimney-piece, which the pretty bar-maid had 
placed thoro with her own hands. “ Per- 
haps,” she said to herself, 44 he ’ll think the 
chamber-maid put ’em there, if I don’t tell 
him.” So she walked up to the fireplace, 
and, arranging them anew, said, “ You like 
moss-roses, don’t you, Mr. Onslow? I’ve 
brought you some nice ones.” 

4 4 You ’re a good little girl, Susan, and a 
great deal kinder than I deserve,” he replied, 
running his hand impatiently through his 
black curls without looking at the roses. 

All this was rather uphill work for poor 
Susan ; — there was so little encouragement 
to stay longer, that, with every wish to pro- 
long the conversation, she turned away, and. 
after announcing her intended departure with 
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two or three little coughs, softly closed the 
door. 

Onslow took up the letter and read it over 
again ; then he opened a desk near, and be- 
gan to write as follows : — 

“ Mr dear Vernon, — Thanks for your re- 
newed and friendly offers of assistance. 

44 From among all my former associates I 
selected you as my single confidant, when I 
placed my foot on the lower step of the social 
ladder, to tho bottom of which folly and ill- 
fortune had hurled me. Of all, you were the 
only one who, I felt, could appreciate my mo- 
tives, when, after enlisting as the only alter- 
native of absolute want, f formed a firm re- 
solve to fulfil all the irksome duties of a 
soldier, and to work my way upward uncom- 
plainingly, till I could prove myself able, 
unaided, to retrieve my position. If I failed 
in this, I, at least, anticipated the pleasure 
and pride of knowing that I had done much 
to expiate my follies, and to assure myself 
that 1 possessed more firmness and persever- 
ance than the world I lived in of old would 
give me credit for. 

44 But, ah, Vernon ! who can boast himself 
of to-morrow ? Already I am half-resolved to 
abandon the path I have followed, sternly 
enough , these tnree years — not because I flinch 
from the burden f have fastened on myself. 
I have carried it, let mo say, with constancy, 
with a good heart, and even, perhaps, not 
without dignity. Use had lightened it, and 
advancement in tho service promised to mako 
it still lighter, till a commission, fairly earned, 
should restore me outwardly to the rank of a 
gentleman. 

44 Why, then, quit it? you say. Ah, Ver- 
non, thou know’st my old weakness — my be- 
setting infirmity. Already you spy the hem 
of a female garment in the distance. Even so 
— my firm resolves have melted, like the 
wings of Icarus, !>eneath the glance of a pair 
of black eyes. Could you but know what I 
have felt — thrown by chance into frequent 
contact with one to whom, but for my own 
folly, I might have aspired without presump- 
tion — one who, of all the women I nave ever 
seen, has alone gone deeper than to touch my 
fancy — who, proud and high-bred as she is, 
condescends to recognize my native self be- 
neath the dragoon’s jacket, and to show her 
recognition in but too flattering fashion. By 
heaven, Vernon ! the struggles I have had 
with a mad desire to throw myself at her feet, 
tell her who I was and am, and what I feel 
for her, are such ns have taxed my self-re- 
straint to the utmost ! 

44 Knowing me as you do, you can well un- 
derstand how the feeling of degradation, be- 
fore but little noticed, has grown almost un- 
bearable. Should the temptation become too 
strong — should I rashly betray myself — 
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there are two prospects before me, both 
simply damnable. 4 Look you upon this pic- 
ture, and on thjs the one shows presump- 
tion withering beneath a glance — (such an 
eye she has, Vernon!) — me, poor, proud, 
snubbed, and crushed back into my corporal’s 
jacket. The other — is it my vanity only that 
draws this one more flattering to itself! — but, 
in any case, what a scoundrel must I be to 
ask the woman I love to share such fortunes 
as mine, or to stoop and raise me ! No, no ! 
thank God I have some of the ancient pride 
yet, and should forgive myself in neither case. 

4 1 But I feel the conflict get perilous ; there- 
fore, Vernon, I adjure you, by our ancient 
alliance, to be ready, on getting notice from 
me, to put the necessary machinery in motion 
with the powers that be, for my release from 
this painted thraldom. Fear not for me — 
where there *s a will there ’s a way — the 
world shall be mine oyster, though not to bo 
opened with a cavalry sabre ; and a word from 
your potent relative at the Horse Guards will 
again let me loose on it. So never waste ad- 
vice or remonstrance, but, like a true man, let 
that word be spoken when I request it. Thine 
as of old.” 

This epistle Onslow folded, and addressed 
to 44 The Hon. M. Vernon, Ditting Hall, 

shire,” and sealed it with a seal-ring he 

wore on his little finger. Then he put it care- 
fully away, and, lighting a cigar, stretched his 
spur-clad heels across the fender, and smoked 
himself into a state sufficiently calm to justify 
his retiring to bed with a fair prospect of 
sleeping. 

Orelia’s head was filled that night with 
thoughts of the mysterious dragoon. The 
more she meditated on the incongruity between 
his manners and position, tho more she was 
puzzled, and the more her curiosity was stim- 
ulated. He was like a well-written charade. 
In his person violent contradictions were rec- 
onciled so smoothly, and all seemed so fair and 
plain, that solution appeared an easy task; 
yet there he was, day after day, defying her 
ingenuity as imperturbably as ever. As cu- 
riosity and uncertainty were feelings that this 
impetuous young lady suffered with extreme 
impatience, she resolved to endeavor, during 
the ride of the next morning, to lead the con- 
versation in a direction which might tend to 
the solution of the riddle. 

Accordingly, the next day, when the hour 
for the riding lesson was at hand, she de- 
scended the stairs, her head filled with cun- 
ning designs for entrapping Onslow into reveal- 
ments ot his early life and education, and 
reasons for enlisting in the army; and flat- 
tered herself that, by the exercise of these 
wiles, and a little imaginative skill to connect 
the scraps of information thus obtained, she 
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might succeed in “ plucking out the heart of 
his mystery.” 

The horses were at the door, and Rosa was 
mounted, but in place of the corporal there 
stood a huge bulky dragoon, with high 
shoulders, a round face, and a wide, mouth, 
who stared at her, as ho saluted, with eyes 
about as expressive as his boots. 

“ Tindal has sent a note,” said Bagot, “ to 
say he is sorry that Onslow cannot be spared ; 
but he thinks Sergeant Cuinbermare will be 
found equally serviceable.” In fact, Tindal 


From the Courier. 
SPRING CLEANING. 

BY A SUFFERER. 

The melancholy days have come, the saddest of 
the year. 

Of cleaning paint and scrubbing floors, and scour- 
ing far and near ; 

Hedped in the corners of the room, the ancient 
dirt lay quiet. 

Nor rose up at the father’s tread, nor at the 
children’s riot ; 

But now the carpets are all up, and, from the 
staircase top. 

The mistress calls to man and maid to wield the 
broom and mop. 

Where are those rooms, those quiet rooms, the 
house but now presented. 

Wherein we dwelt, nor dreamed of dirt, so cosy 
and contented ? 

Alas ! they ’ve turned all upside down, that 
quiet suit of rooms, 

With slops and suds, and soap and sand, and 
tubs and pails and brooms. 

Chairs, tables, stands, are standing round, at 
sixes and at sevens. 

While wife and housemaids fly about, like meteors 
in the heavens. 

The parlor and the chamber floors were cleaned 
a week ago, 

The carpets shook and windows washed, as all 
the neighbors know ; 

But still the sanctum had escaped — the table 
piled with books, 

Pens, ink and paper, all about, peace in its very 
looks — 

Till fell the woman on them all, as falls the 
plague on men ; 

And they vanished all away, books, paper, ink 
and pen. 

And now when comes the master home, as come 
he must o'nights, 

To find all things are “ set to wrongs,” that they 
have “set to rights,” 

When the sound of driving tacks is heard, though 
the house is far from still, 

And the carpet woman ’s on the stairs, that har- 
binger of ill, 
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had discovered that some of his young hands 
were terribly in want of riding drill, and that 
nobody but Onslow could administer it. 

Orelia bestowed on the unhappy Cumber- 
mare a glance so full of scorn, that Rosa ex- 
pected to see that warrior wither away and sink 
down into his boots. Then, putting out her 
lip, she said, “ I shall not ride to-day ;” and, 
sweeping round majestically, she reentered the 
house ; while Rosa, in order that the sergeant’s 
feelings might not be injured, set out upon a 
solitary ride. 


He looks for papers, books or bills, that all were 
there before, 

And sighs to find them on the desks or in the 
drawer no more. 

And then he grimly thinks of her who set this 
fuss afloat, 

And wishes she were out to sea, in a very leaky 
boat ; 

He meets her at the parlor door, with hair and 
cap awry, 

With sleeves tucked up, and broom in hand, 
defiance in her eye ; 

He feels quite small, and knows full well there ’s 
nothing to be said, 

So holds his tongue, and drinks his tea, and 
sneaks away to bed. 

In a neglected spot in the churchyard of St. 
Mary Redcliffe, Bristol — a spot known but to 
few of the numerous frequenters of the celebrated 
I adjoining church — rest the mortal remains of 
the father, mother, sister, and other relations of 
Thomas Chatterton. A gravestone was many 
years ago placed over them, but in the course of 
time it had become so dilapidated as to* render 
the inscription partially illegible ; a circumstance 
which made the substitution of a new stone a 
thing much wished for by those who were ac- 
quainted with the state of the old one. This very 
necessary step has been taken in the course of the 
last few days ; and a substantial and durable 
stone now covers the dust of the family of 
The marvellous Boy, 

The sleepless soul that perished in his pride. 

The following is the inscription : — 

In Memory of 

Thomas Chatterton, Schoolmaster, who died 7th August, 
1752, aged 39 years. 

Also Thomas Newton, Son-in-law of the above, who died 
29th September, 1785, aged 40 years. 

Also 2 of his Sons and 1 Daughter. 

Also Sarah Chatterton, Widow of the above Thomas 
Chatterton, who died 25th December, 1791, 
aged 60 years. 

Also Mary Newton, Widow of the above Thomas Newton, 
who died 23nl February, 1804, aged 53 years. 

Also Mary Ann Newton, Spinster, Daughter of the above 
Thomas and Mary Newton, who died 7th September, 
1807, aged 24 years. 

The old Tombstone having fallen into decay 
was thus replaced 

Anno Domini MDCCCLITI. 

Sholto Vkrb I Lars, 

Wiluam Henry Edwards, 
Churchwardens. 
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From Household Words. 

THE KINGDOM OF RECONCILED IMPOS- 
SIBILITIES. 

There is a kingdom whose boundaries are 
within the reach of every man’s band, on 
whose frontiers no heavier entrance-tribute or 
import duty is exacted save that comprised in 
the payment of two score inflections of the 
eyelids — or forty winks; a kingdom into 
which the majority of humanity travel at least 
once in every twenty-four hours ; though the 
exact time — the precise moment — at which 
that voyage is commenced is, and never has 
been, known to any man alive. Whether we 
ore transported by some invisible agency — 
on the wings of spirits or in the arms of genii 
— whether we go to the kingdom or the king- 
dom comes to us, we cannot tell. Why or 
how or when we came there we know not ; 
vet, almost invariably, when the tribute of the 
iorty inflections has been duly paid, we find 
ourselves wandering in the Kingdom of Rec- 
onciled Impossibilities. 

Locomotion in this kingdom is astonishingly 
rapid ; we run without moving and fly with- 
out wings. Time and space are counted zeros ; 
centuries are skipped at a bound ; continents 
and oceans are traversed without an effort. 
We are here, there, and everywhere. Gray- 
headed men, we are little boys at school, 
breaking windows and dreading the vindica- 
tory cane. Married and settled, we are 
struggling through the quickset hedges of our 
first love. Crippled, we race and leap ; blind, 
we see. Unlearned, we discourse in strange 
tongues, and decipher the most intricate of 
hieroglyphics. Unmusical, we play the fiddle 
like Paganini. We pluck fruit from every 
branch of the tree of knowledge ; the keys of 
every science hang in a careless bunch at our 
girdle ; we are amenable to no laws ; money 
is of no account; Jack is as good os his 
master; introductions are not required for 
entrance into polite society ; the most glaring 
impossibilities are incessantly admitted; taken 
for granted and reconciled ; whence the name 
of this kingdom. 

Much more wondrous and fbll of marvels is 
it than the famed land of Cockaigne, than the 
country of Prester John, than the ground of 
Tom Tidier (whose occupation is now gone 
in consequence of the discovery of rival 
>unds in California and Australia), than 
leigh’s Dorado, than the Arcadia of Stre- 
phon and Corvdon, Celia and Sacharissa ; 
than the fearful country where there are men 

whoso heads 

Do grow beneath their shoulders ; 

than even the mirubolant land that Jack saw 
w hen he had gotten to the top of the bean- 
stalk. The only territorial kingdom that I 
can compare it to is one — and even the du- 
ration of that one is fleeting and evanescent, 


appearing only for a season, liko specks upon 
the sun or the floating islands in Windermere 
— visible and to bo travelled in from the end 
of December to the end of the following Feb- 
ruary, called the Kingdom of Pantomime. 
This kingdom, which, at other seasons of the 
year, is as rigorously barred and closed against 
strangers as China or Japan or the Stock 
Exchange, offers many points of resemblance 
to the Kingdom of Reconciled Impossibilities. 
There is a voyager therein, one Clown, who 
with Pantaloon, his friend and dupe, and 
scapegoat, dances about the streets, insults 
and beats respectable shopkeepers, swindles 
and robs ready-furnished lodgings, leers at 
virtuous matrons, commits burglaries and 
larcenies in the broad day (or lamp) light, 
and perpetrates child-murders by the dozen, 
et goes “ unwhipp’d of justice nay, he and 
is confederate are rewarded, at last, by an 
ovation of fireworks and revolving stars ; as 
are also Harlequin, a lewd fellow in a spangled 
jerkin and hose, and a dancing girl they call 
Columbine; who together play such firtitas- 
tic tricks before the footlights as make the 
gallery roar — such tricks as would be toler- 
ated nowhere but in a Kingdom of Impossi- 
bilities. For, in all other kingdoms, theft of 
fish or sausage — were it even the smallest 
gudgeon or the most infinitesmal saveloy — is 
three months at least, and robbery in a dwel- 
ling-house is felony ; and to force a respecta- 
blo wbito-bearded man with a crutch stick 
and an impediment in his speech to oast in- 
voluntary 8ommersaults, and to make him sit 
down oftener on a hard surface than he 
wishes, is an assault punishable by fine or 
imprisonment ; and the cutting up, mulilat- 
ing, smothering, or thrusting in a letter-box 
of a baby is murder. 

In all other kingdoms, likewise, as we are 
well aware, vice is always vanquished and 
virtue rewarded ultimately ; but m tho King- 
dom of Reconciled Impossibilities, as well as 
in that of pantomime, nothing of the kind 
takes place. In this former ono, innocent, 
we are frequently condemned to death, or to 
to excruciating tortures. Masters, we are 
slaves; wronged and oppressed, we are 
always in the wrong and the oppressors. 
Though in the every-day kingdom we are per- 
haps wealthy, at least in easy circumstances, 
we are in the Realms of Impossibility perpetu- 
ally in difficulties. Moments of inexpressible 
anguish we pass, from the want of some par- 
ticular object or the non-remembrance of some 
particular word ; though what the object or 
the word, we never have and never had the 
remotest idea. Spectres of duties omitted, 
‘ghosts of offences committed, sit at banquets 
with us; and, under circumstances of'th6 
greatest apparent gayety and joviality, we are 
nearly always in sore perturbation of mind 
and vexation of spirit. 
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The kingdom, indeed, is full of tribulations, 
impossible yet poignant. Frequently, when 
we attempt to sing, our voice dies away in an 
inarticulate murmur or a guttural gasp. If 
we 6trive to run, our legs fail under us ; if we 
nerve our arm to strike, some malicious power 
paralyzes our muscles, and the gladiator’s 
fist falls as lightly as a feather ; yet, power- 
less as we are, and unable to beat the knave 
who has wronged us, we are ourselves con- 
tinually getting punched on the head, beaten 
with staves, gashed with swords and knives. 
Curiously, though much blood flows, and we 
raise hideous lamentations, we do not suffer 
much from these hurts. Frequently we are 
killed — shot dead — decapitated ; yet we 
walk and talk shortly afterwards, as Saint 
Denis is reported to have done. Innumerable 
as the sands of the sea ore the disappoint- 
ments we have to endure in the Kingdom of 
Impossibilities. Get up as early as we may, 
we are sure to miss the tirst train ; the steam- 
boat always sails without us. If we have a 
cheque to get cashed, the iron-ribbed shutters 
of the bank tire always up, when our cab 
drives to tho door, uud somebody near us 
always says, without being asked, “ Stopped 
payment !” All boats, vehicles, beasts of 
ourden and other animals, behave in a simi- 
lar tantalizing and disappointing manner; 
tall horses that we drive or ride, change un- 
accountably into little dogs, boats split in the 
middle, coaches rock up and down like ships. 
Wo walk for miles without advancing a step ; 
we write for hours without getting to the end 
of a page ; we are continually beginning and 
never finishing, trying and never achieving, 
searching and never finding, knocking and not 
being admitted. 

Tho Kingdom of Impossibilities must be tho 
homooflxion and theDanaides and Sysiphus, 
And peculiarly of Tantalus. The number of 
tubs we are constantly filling, and which are 
never full ; and the quantity of stones, which, 
as soon as wo have rolled them to the top of a 
hill, roll down again ; are sufficiently astonish- 
ing ; but it is in a tantalizing point of view 
ilmt the kingdom is chiefly remarkable. We 
are forever bidden to rich banquets — not 
Barmecide feasts, for the smoking viands and 
generous wines are palpable to sight and 
touch. But no sooner are our legs com- 
fortably under the mahogany, than a some- 
thing far more teasing and vexatious than the 
ebooy wand of Sancho’s physician, sends the 
meats Away un tasted, the wines unquaffed, 
changes the venue to a kingdom of realities. 
Dear mo ! When I think of the innumerable 
gratuitous dinners I have sat down to in the 
Band of .Impossibilities ; of the countless- 
eleemosynary spreads to which, with never a 
sous in my pocket, I have been made wel- 
come ; of the real turtle, truffled turkeys, 
Strasburgh pies, and odoriferous pineapples, 


that have tempted my appetite ; and of the 
unhandsome manner in which I have been 
denied the enjoyment of the first spoonful of 
soup, and of the rude and cavalier process by 
which I have been summarily transported to a 
kingdom where I am usually expected to pay 
for my dinner — when I think of these things 
I could weep. 

Sometimes, though rarely, the rulers of the 
Impossible kingdom will permit you to drink 
— provided always that you have tumbled 
(which is exactly your mode of entrance) into 
their domains in a desperately parched and 
thirsty condition. Cold water is the general 
beverage provided, and you are liberally 
allowed to drink without cessation — to empty 
water-jugs, pitchers, decanters, buckets, if 
you choose. I have known men who have 
sucked a pump for days, nay, have lapped 
gigantic quantities of the Falls of Niagara ; 
but the Impossible king has mingled one cruel 
and malicious condition with his largesse. 
You may drink os much as you like, but you 
must never quench your thirst, and you must 
always wake — tumble out of the kingdom, I 
mean — more thirsty than you were before. 

Travelling in this strange country is mostly 
accomplished in the night season — “in 
thoughts from the visions of the night, W'hen 
deep sleep falleth upon men.” It is when 
tho Kingdom of Life is hushed and quiescent, 
when the streets are silent, and there are none 
abroad but the watchers and the houseless, 
that the Kingdom of Impossibilities wakes up 
in full noise, and bustle, and activity. Yet 
betimes we are favored with a passport for 
this kingdom in the broad-day season — in 
the fierce summer heat, when we retire to 
cool rooms, there to pay the tribute of forty 
winks to tho Monarch of the Impossible ; 
when, as we travel, we can half-discern the 
green summer leaves waving through our 
translucent eyelids, can hear the murmuring 
of fountains and the singing of birds in the 
kingdom we have come from. Very pleasant 
are these day voyages, especially when we 
can drowsily hear tho laughter of children 
playing on a lawn outside. 

The Kingdom of Reconciled Impossibilities 
is a land of unfulfilled promises, of broken 
engagements, of trees forever blossoming but 
never bearing fruit, of jumbles of commence- 
ments with never a termination among 
them, of prefaces without finises, of dramas 
never played out. The unities are not ob- 
served in this kingdom. There are a great 
many prologues, but no epilogues. It is all 
as it should not and cannot be. It snows in 
July, and the dog-days are in January. Men 
sneeze with their feet and see with their 
thumbs, like Gargantua. The literature of 
the country consists of tales told by idiots, 
full of sound and fury, signifying nothing. 
The houses are all built without foundations ; 
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they are baseless fabrics, which, vanishing, 
leave not a wreck behind. Everything in the 
kingdom is impossible. 

Impossible, yet reconciled. In no other 
land, certainly, are we so convinced of the 
truth of the axiom that, “ whatever is, is 
right.” Against our knowledge, feelings, 
experience, and convictions, against all evi- 
dence, oral or ocular, against truth, justice, 
reason, or possibility, we smilingly confess 
that black is white, that clouds are whales, 
that the moon is cheese. We know our 
brother to be our brother, yet without 
difficulty or reluctance we admit him to be 
Captain Cook. With a full knowledge that 
what we are doing can’t be, we are pleasantly 
convinced that it can be, and that it is, and is 
right. So we violate all laws of morality, 
decorum, international justice, honesty, and 
courtesy, with a comfortable self-consciousness 
that it is “ all right,” and that we are wrong- 
ing no one. Quakers have been known in the 
Kingdom of Impossibilities to lie in wait for 
men and murder them ; nay, to have hidden 
the bodies afterwards in corn-bins, or chem- 
ists’ bottles. Moral men have eloped with 
ballet dancers. Bishops have found them- 
selves at the Cider Cellars. Judges of the 
Ecclesiastical Court have created disturbances 
at the Casino, and have wrenched off knockers 
in company with jovial proctors and fast old 
surrogates about town. There was a cathe- 
dral verger once, in the Kingdom of Impossi- 
bilities, who refused a fee ; there was an 
Irish member without a grievance ; there was 
a chancery suit decided to the satisfaction of 
all parties. 

Good men not only become rascals, but 
rascals turn honest men in this astonishing 
country. Captain Mac Swindle paid me, only 
last night, the five pounds he has owed me 
for fifteen years. I saw the unjust steward 
render up a faultless account. All is not 
vexatious and disappointing in the Impossible 
Kingdom. If it be a kingdom of unfulfilled 
promises, it is one of accomplished wishes. 
Sorely pressed for cash in this sublunar king- 
dom, no sooner are wo in the other than the 
exact sum we wished for, chinks in golden 
sovereigns, rustles in crisp notes, mellifluously 
whispers in soft-papered cheques before our 
eyes, within our gladsome pockets, or our 
rejoicing fingers. We shall be able to meet 
the little bill ; streets are no longer stopped 
up ; tbe tailor shall cringe again ; Caroline 
shall have the velvet mantle trimmed with 
sable. Hurrah ! But, alas ! the money of 
the kingdom that never can be, and yet 
always is and will be, is os treacherous and 
deceitful as a will-of-the-wisp, or an Eastern 
mirage ; no sooner do we possess it than we 
have it not. We wake, and the shining sov- 
ereigns and the rustling notes have turned 


into dry leaves, like the money paid by the 
magician in the Arabian Nights. 

If the kingdom (to expatiate further on its 
advantageous features) be one of tribulations 
and disappointments, it is also one of great 
and extended privilege. We are privileged to 
walk about unwashed, unshaven, ana un- 
dressed, to clap kings upon the back, to salute 

S rincesses if we list, to ride blood-horses, to 
y higher than the skylark, to visit foreign 
lands without a foreign-office passport, the 
reference of a banking firm, or tbo necessity 
of being personally known to the foreign 
secretary. We have the privilege of being a 
great many people and in a great places at 
one and the same time. We have the priv- 
ilege of living our lives over again, or undoing 
the wrongs we have done, of reestablishing 
our old companionship with the dead, and 
knowing their worth much better than we did 
before we lost them. 

Yes, preeminent and radiant stands one 
privilege, to tho enjoyment of which every 
traveller in the land of Reconciled Impossi- 
bilities is entitled. He is privileged to 
behold the Dead Alive. The King of Ter- 
rors has no power in the domains of the Im- 
possible. The dead move and speak and langh , 
as they were wont to speak and move and 
laugh, in the old days when they were alive, 
and when we loved them. They have been 
dead — of course — we knoyv it and they tell 
us so — but they are alive now ; and, thanks 
to the irresistible logic of the Impossible 
Kingdom, we slightly question how. These 
visitors have no grim tales to tell, no secrets 
of their prison-house to reveal. Here, joyful 
and mirthful os ever, ore the old familiar 
faces ; the life-blood courses warmly through 
the old friendly hands ; dead babies crow and 
battle valorously in nurses’ arms ; dead sweet- 
hearts smile and blush ; dead aunts scold ; 
dead schoolmasters awe ; dead boon com- 
panions crack the old jokes, sing the old 
songs, tell the old stories, till we wake into 
the Kingdom of the Possible ; and ah, me ! 
the eye turns to a vacant chair, a faded minia- 
ture, a lock of soft hair in crumpled tissue 
paper, a broken toy ; while the mind’s vision 
recurs to a green mound, and a half-effaced 
stone. 

In the regions of the Impossible there is a 
population separate, apart, peculiar ; possible 
nowhere but in a land of impossibilities. 
Monstrous phantasies in semi-human shape, 
horrible creations, deformed giants, dwarfs 
with the heads of beasts ; shapeless phantoms, 
hideous life such os the Ancient Mariner saw 
on the rotting deep. Such things pursue us 
through these regions with grinning fangs, 
and poisonous breath ; kneel on oar chests ; 
wind their sharp talons in our hair ; gnaw at 
our throats with horrid yells. And, apart 
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from the every day scene® of every day life 
brought to the reductio ad absurdum in the 
Kingdom of Impossibilities, we tarry betimes 
in chambers of horrors, in howling deserts, 
in icy caverns, in lakes of fire, in pits of un- 
utterable darkness. Miserable men are they 
who are frequent travellers through these dis- 
tricts of the Impossible Kingdom. They may 
say with the guilty Thane 

Bettor be with the dead 

Whom wo to gain our plane hare sent to peace. 

Than on the torture of the mind to Lie 

In restless ecstasy. 

If vou would leave such countries unex- 
plored, lead virtuous lives, take abundant 
exercise, be tomperate (in the true sense of 
the word ; not choosing in what, but in every- 
thing), and take no man's wrong to bed with 
thee — no, not for one single night. 

From Chambers’ Journal. 

COAL-MINE EXPLOSIONS. 

Of the many Blue Books that have re- 
cently been laid before Parliament, none 
is moro full of matter for grave cogitation 
than that now to be referred to on coal- 
mine explosions.* This Report, only one of 
a series, makes known, in a very emphatic 
way, the terrible loss of life in ooal-mines ; 
one fact alone being sufficiently appalling — 
the loss of 900 lives by mine explosions within 
the short space of twenty^one weeks, in the 
year 1852. 

All reports on this subject of serious con- 
cern concur in stating, that for explosions the 
only proper remedy is better ventilation ; 
and they all deprecate placing too groat reli- 
ance on the safety-lamp.. They affirm, that 
while many accidents are traceable solely to 
the use of this instrument, it is perfectly 
compatible with science to reduce these mel- 
ancholy occurrences to a small fraction of 
their present number, and that, ultimately, 
mines may be rendered perfectly safe. Little 
good, however, can be done while operative 
miners entertain an undue, and what may 
be called a superstitious confidence in their 
Davy-lamp, no matter how much that lamp 
may be out of order. With them, this useful 
companion is not so much a delicate scientific 
instrument, as a thing of talismanic power. 
Danger may be most imminent — the lamp 
completely out of trim — but all is right* pro- 
vided the minoF has only a Davy. Stories, 
most ludicrous hut for their associations, are 
told in abundance respecting this childlike 
simplicity. We select two. The first was 
brought out in evidence at the investigation 
of an explosion which happened last year in 

* Report oa Coal-mines. Ordered by the House 
of Commons to bo printed, 2 2d June, 1852. 


Staffordshire. It there appeared that the 
firemen, who ought to have examined the 
safety of the workings ere the miners entered, 
had, on the morning of the accident, deputed 
this duty to another person. The deputy 
went round with a lamp not closed, and 
was seen going into the workings closely fol- 
lowed by some men and boys, each with a 
lighted candle in his hand! Again, T. E. 
Foster, Esq., an extensive viewer, relates, that 
last year he visited a pit in Lancashire. u On 
going down, the overlooker told me: 1 We 
work this mine entirely with safety lamps.’ 
I said : ‘ Very well, Jonathan. 1 should 
like to see these lamps, that they are all right 
before I go in.’ The first lamp he put in 
my hand was Clanny’s, and between the 
gauze I could put my little finger in. I said : 

4 This will not do ; I will take one of the 
others.’ I examined one, and the guuzo 
was perfect, but very dirty. We proceeded 
along the rail way from the bottom of the shaft. 
And in the face of the workings every man 
had a Davy-lamp ; but every man had the 
gauze out, and it was a naked light ! I said : 

4 If you are not more particular than this, 
you will have a blow-up.* And next week 
they had it.” So much for mere carelessness ; 
but we shall by and by advance more serious 
charges against the lamp. Meanwhile, as to 
know the disease is half the cure, let us 
look for a moment at the dread agent of 
destruction. 

The reader who takes his idea of a gis 
from the ordinary illuminating modium of 
our streets, will, in studying fire-damp , find 
himself not very far off the mark. Relieved 
from the pressure of the superincumbent strata, 
light carburetted hydrogen exudes in great 
abundance, often from almost every pore of the 
coal in our miues ; and on examining our gas- 
works, we find ingenious machinery to sepa- 
rate and convey away the tar, ammonia, and 
the other chemical products of the distillation 
of coal from the carburetted hydrogens, the 
only useful ingredients for the purposes of 
light and heat. If so, why do we not hear 
of catastrophes in our streets and parlors 
similar to those so much dreaded under- 
ground ? The reason is simple. Ask any 
ehomist, and he will tell you, that the danger 
lies not in any property of the gas or gases 
themselves, but only when they are combined 
in certain proportions with the oxygen of 
atmospheric air. Every housewife knows, 
that if our ordinary coal-gas be allowed not 
to burn, but to escape into the atmospheric 
air, an explosion will follow the introduction 
of a light into the room, rivalling only in 
degree the dread catastrophes of the mines. 

Though, from its small specific gravity, 
light carburetted hydrogen easily escapes into 
the atmosphere, tho coal still retains a large 
| portion of it ; and this lias been amply proved 
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Ivy experiments of a most painful nature, who have died by the explosion ; as is shown 
Even coal-ships at sea have been the scenes in the following extract, which likewise proves 
of these demonstrations. For instance : — that dangers, perils, and heroism are not eon- 
4i On the 5th August, 1816, the ship Flora , fined to battle-fields or the raging deep. It 
of London, having just taken a cargo of coal relates to the explosion of the St. Hilda pit, in 
on board in Sunderland harbor, blew up 1839: — “ The deadly gas, the resulting prod- 
with a terrible explosion; the deck-beams uct, became stronger and stronger as we 
were broken, and the decks torn up. On the approached. We encountered in one place 
4th July, 1817, the Fly, of Ely, lying at the bodies of five men who had died from the 
Brandling-staith, on the Tyne, with a cargo effects of the gas, and had apparently died 
of coal just taken in, the gas from it exploded, placidly, without one muscle of the face dis- 
burned the captain in the cabin, tore up part torted. Then there were three more that 
of the deck, threw a boat from the butenes, hud been destroyed by the explosion ; clothes 
and did other serious damage. Upon the burned and torn, the hair singed off, the skin 
21st July, 1839, the sloop Enterprise , when and flesh torn away in several places, with 
at sea, with coal, from Pembroke to Newport, an expression as if the spirit had passed away 
Isle of Wight, had an alarming explosion, in agony. Goiug with a single guide, we en- 
whioh fortunately only frightened, but did countered two men, one with a light, the 
not injure, the crew. And tne schooner Mer - other bearing something on his shoulders. 
maid, of Guernsey, upon the 29th August, It was a blackened mass — a poor dead burned 
this year (1842), lying at South Shields, boy he was taking out. A little further on, 
sustained an explosion ; she had been laden we found wagons that had been loaded, over- 
that day with Hilda coal, and the hatches turned, bottom upwards, scattered in different 
immediately battened down, when, six hours directions ; a horse lying dead, directly in the 
after, the gas from the coal exploded at the passage, with his head turned over his shoul- 
forecastle-larap ; one man was knocked down, der, as if, in falling, he had made a last effort 
and much burned in the face, another injured, to escape ; he 'was swollen in an extraordinary 
the mate struck dowu in the cabin, and a manner. At one point, in another passage, 
hatch started.” ' we suddenly came amongst twelve or fifteen 

It is ver/ remarkable, that it is only with a men, who, striving to reach the places where 
certain quantity of atmospheric air the fire- bodies or survivors might be found, had been 
damp explodes ; minus or plus that quantity, driven back by the surcharged atmosphere of 
and the danger vanishes. In three or four this vast common grave ; their lamps were 
parts of atmospheric air to one of carburetted burning dim and sickly, with a dying red 
hydrogen, there is a slight explosion; but light, glimmering as if through a fog.” 
the most terrible calamities happen when the How, then, are these dread casualties to be 
mixture is seven parts of carburetted hydrogen prevented? Firstly, the miner has been fur- 
to one of atmospheric air. The margin of nished with a lamp, with the flame so shielded 
explosive quantity appears to be from about that it cannot come in contact with the 
five to thirteen ; above or below theso points, dangerous atmosphere ; secondly, the foul air 
and there is no explosion. Hence we see the has been swept away by ventilation ; and, 
necessity for a thorough ventilation in mines ; lastly, it has been proposed chemically to de- 
fer any system by which an imperfect (jnanti- compose the noxious gases, and thus prevent 
ty of air is diffused, so far from diminishing, explosion. Of the two first methods, we shall 
only increases the danger. Another striking immediately speak ; of the lust, suffice it to 
anomaly is, that, dreadful and terrible as the say, that although Mr. Blakemore has offered, 
explosion itself is, it is only the means for the through the Royal College of Chemistry, a 
elimination of an ageut of destruction still premium of 1000/. for the discovery of some 
more fatal. The miner may not have suffered simple practical means by which the explosive 
the mechanical violence of the explosion, but gases may be decomposed or neutralized, still 
frequently he escapes only to die placidly and science has as yet been unable to obtain this 
surely by the fatal after-damp. A principal desirable object. 

ingredient is the deadly poison, carbonic acid; Many safety-lamps have been proposed, 
and so fatal is it, the committee inform us, but, as our readers know, the favorite has 
that it was stated in evidence, that 70 per been that of Sir Humphry Davy. Someprao- 
oent. of the deaths from explosions were ocea- tical miners, indeed, prefer the lamps or Dr. 
sioned by this after-damp. So speedy is its Clanny and of Stephenson ; but as these are 
.action, that Mr. Mather, about two years ago, used in but few collieries, we will confine our 
entering a pit where it preponderated, was remarks to the Davy-lamp. Its illustrious 
taken out insensible in a few minutes. He author, after a visit to the Newcastle ooal- 
says : “ You are struck down, and you scarcely mines in 1815, began a series of beautiful ex- 
know bow or why ; you naturally sink down periments on the properties and structure of 
asleep.” Those who have suffered from its name. From these he was led to conclude, 
influence may easily be known from those that it could not pass through minute metal 
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lie tubes, and therefore wire-gauze, consisting 
of a congeries of these tubes, was a safe prison 
wherein to confine it : a miner, therefore, 
with a lamp whose flame was thus separated 
from the explosive atmosphere, could pursue 
his avocation in perfect safety. In every 
chemical handbook there are noted many 
striking experiments regarding this peedliur 
property of wire-gauze ; and m the new cal- 
oric-engine, the heated air is cooled and con- 
ducted into the regenerator by means of this 
substance. Nothing can be more beautiful in 
■ theory than Sir Humphry's instrument, and 
in the laboratory or the lecture-room it truly 
seems perfect. All praise and honor to the in- 
tellect that labored so well for the service of 
humanity ; and let the commendations of the 
many it has saved from destruction, and the 
many more it has redeemed from penury, be the 
everlasting monument of their noble benefac- 
tor ! But let us beware of oven scientific 
idolatry. And let us not take for perfect, 
that which even its inventor pronounced in 
some degree faulty. Be it always remem- 
bered, that the mine presents conditions often 
totally different from those of the quiet labo- 
ratory of the chemist. In a still atmosphere, 
radiation will destroy the flame ere it has 
time to pass through the wire-gauze. But 
should there be also a current of air at the 
time, its operations may be counterbalanced, 
and there is then no security. Moreover, 
particles of carbon, oil, dust, sulphur, are 
always floating about the mines, and lodge 
themselves on the Davy-lamps. The wire- 
gauze then red-hot, and the lamp in such a 
state, explosion is almost inevitable. So dir- 
ty are the lamps often, after being brought up 
from work, that one of the witnesses says “ no 
practical man would go into an explosive 
mixture with them.” This being the case, 
w*e can well sympathize with another witness, 
who thinks “ it a safe lamp in cautious hands, 
but lately I have got a little nervous about 
it.” 

Were miners to receive proper instruction 
as to the nature and properties of the danger- 
ous gases they constantly inspire — did they 
possess a staid, scientific deportment, instead 
of their noted recklessness, then w’e might 
trust them with this delicate scientific instru- 
ment. But all these they deplorably want. 
As it is, we must therefore believe with the 
committee, that “ under circumstances of ex- 
citement, when danger is threatened, it is not 
improbably, far oftener than imagined, the 
very cause of the explosion which it was in- 
tended to prevent.” Many instances are on 
record, where the explosion was alone trace- 
able to the Davy. It was so at Wallsend, 
where, in 1835, 102 people were killed. For 
two days previous, they were working under 
red-hot lamps, the flame filling them to the 
u top ; and when these were afterwards ex- 


amined by the coroner, they were found to be 
perfect — only, as if they had been intensely 
hot, and “ had been passed through a smith's 
fire.” The lamps found after the explosion 
at Haswell Mine, where 95 people were killed 
in 1846, were in a precisely similar state, and 
the catastrophe could be traced to no other 
source ; as were also several similar, though 
smaller accidents happening only last year. 
Besides all this, we find that while, during the 
twenty years previous to the introduction of the 
Davy-lamp, 679 lives were lost, the number 
was increased to 744 ; thus leaving a balance 
against the safety-lamp of 05 lives. This may 
be accounted for by the increased extent or 
works, and greater number of mines ; but 
every witness concurred in stating, that the 
recent fearful increase of accidents could not 
be thus explained. 

Who can wonder, then, at the general 
adoption of the opinion, that to get rid of the 
gas altogether is preferable to guarding against 
it ? The evidence now before us testifies, that 
however our leading mining engineers and 
capitalists may differ as to the method, they 
all consider ventilation as the sheet-anchor 
of the safety of the mines. The committee 
whose labors we .have been considering, have 
principally occupied themselves in investigat- 
ing the merits of the two rival sj’stems of 
ventilation — the furnace and the steam-jet : 
we have not now the space, even had we the 
inclination, to follow them in their inquiries ; 
suffice it to say, that while the furnace acts 
by rarefaction, the steam-jet acts in a strictly 
mechanical manner, propelling the air before 
it through the mine, like the piston of a 
steam-engine in the cylinder. The committee 
state that — 14 The furnace-system, under 
favorablo circumstances — that is, of the area 
of the shafts being large and deep, the air- 
courses sufficient, the goves (or old workings) 
well insulated, and the mine not very fiery — 
appears to be capable, with strict attention, 
of producing a current of air that will afford 
reasonable security from explosion ; but when 
the workings are fiery and numerous, ns well 
as remote, and the intensity of the furnace or 
furnaces requires to be raised, in order to in- 
crease, in any particular emergency, the 
amount of ventilation, then the furnace not 
only refuses to answer the spur and to in- 
crease ventilation, but from a natural law 
(discovered by Mr. Gurney, and scientifically 
and practically confirmed before your com- 
mittee) there arises a dangerous stoppage to 
the ventilation going on throughout the 
mine. . . . Your committee are unani- 
mously of opinion, that the steam-jet is the 
most powerful, and at the same time least ex- 
pensive, method of ventilation for the mines. 
Previous to 1848, when Mr. Foster introduced 
the steam-jet into the Seaton Delaval Mine, 
the fire-damp was constantly seen playing 
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around the face and edges of the goaves and 
other parts of the workings. Since that peri- 
od, the mine is swept so clean, that it is never 
observed, and all danger of explosion seems 
removed in a very fiery mine. The increase 
of ventilation is from 53,000 cubic feet per 
minute under the furnace-system, to 84,u00 
under the stenm-jet ; and to double that quan- 
tity, which Mr. Foster considers sufficient, 
would, ho says, only require the application 
of some extra jets. Mr. Foster states the 
original outlay for the steam-jet to be less 
than for the furnace by 39/. 15s. Qd . ; and 
the annual cost to be less by 50/. 12*. 1 d . ; 
while the power of ventilation is increased 
nearly double.” 

Additional inspectors, increased power 
vested in them, a central board of control, 
mining-schools, a special coroner, a prelim- 
inary examination oi managers and over men, 
and the other topics touched on, all invite 
comment, but we forbear ; and that the more 
willingly, since Lord Palmerston has stated 
that he may perhaps be able, this session, to 
introduce a bill on the subject. Let us hope 
that he may do so, and thus a little time will 
be spared from polemical discussions and de- 
voted to the cause of practical humanity. 


From the Dublin University Magazine. 

THE CHERRY. 

The bright, round, shining Cherry, the 
favorite plaything with children (who has not 
loved bob- cherry ?) has a pleasing reminiscence 
connected with it. After the early reformer, 
John Hues, had perished at the stake, his fol- 
lowers, the Hussites, or Bohemian Protestants, 
took up arms in their self-defence. During 
the prolonged war, they besieged the city of 
Naum burg (in Saxony) in 1482; and Proco- 
pius Nos8a, their general, declared his inten- 
tion to raze the place, and exterminate the 
inhabitants, in revenge for the people having 
formerly voted for the death of John Huss, at 
the Synod of Kernitz. The Naumburgers, 
seeing themselves on the verge of destruction, 
were in despair, when a citizen, named Wolf, 
proposed an experiment to mollify the fury of 
the general. At Wolfs suggestion, all the 
children from the ages of seven to fourteen, 
were dressed in shrouds, and each holding a 
green bough and a lemon (which it was cus- 
tomary for mourners at German funerals to 
carry), were sent into the Hussite camp, to in- 
tercede with the general for the safety of their 
relatives and their native city. Procopius was 
moved by the tears of the young suppliants ; 
he granted their petition, treated them with 
kinaness, and ordered them refreshment, and 
in particular regaled them with a quantity of 
cherries (it was then the month of July). The 
delighted children returned home singing and 
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rejoicing, and carrying branches of cherry- 
trees, laden with their handsome fruit, instead 
of the former funereal emblems. The Naum- 
burgers, in commemoration of their deliver- 
ance, ever after celebrated a festival, called 
Kirschenfest, or the Feast of the Cherries, on 
the 20th of July, the day of the infant deputa- 
tion. At the commencement of the festivities, 
troops of children, gayly dressed and crowned 
with flowers, paraded the streets in procession, 
carrying branches adorned with cherries. 

The cherry was introduced into Ireland by 
Sir Walter Raleigh, and first planted at Afliine, 
near Cappoquin, county Waterford, on lands 
granted to him out of the forfeiture of the Des- 
monds, the most celebrated house in Irish 
history, to one of whose most renowned ladies 
a cherry-tree of Sir Walter’s proved fatal, ac- 
cording to local tradition. The famous old 
Countess of Desmond was born about 1465 ; 
she danced with Richard III. at court, just 
before the battle of Bos worth, in 1485, and 
lived to see the vicissitudes of the Desmonds, 
and the fall of their vast power and wealth in 
the attainder of 1586. She went to London, 
being then over one hundred and twenty, to 
plead for the preservation of her jointure, and 
succeeded, and returned to live at her birth- 
place and usual abode, Dromana (near Afliine) 
a castle of the Desmonds, and now the seat of 
a noble descendant of that house, Lord Stuart 
de Decies. One day, when she was (accord- 
ing to the tradition) a hundred and forty 
years old, she saw some very fine cherries on 
one of the trees at Affane, and, having no at- 
tendant at hund to gather them, she at- 
tempted to climb up to them, but fell, and 
soon after died from the effects of the fall. Her 
picture, painted when she was extremely old, 
is preserved at Dromana. 

Extremes meet ; our ceresial reminiscences 
began with childhood, and end with old age. 
But as the cherry is especially child's fruit, we 
will place os its associate an 

EPITAPH ON A CHILD. 

VKOM THU GEKMAX OP Jf ATHISSOIC.* 

(Sanft wehn im Hauch der Abend luft. — U. S. W.) 

The vernal grass and flowrets wave 

In evening’s breath, where o’er thy grave 
Weeps sorrow, wan and faded ; 

Oh ! ne’er till death bos set us free 

From earth, can thy sweet image be 
By dim oblivion shaded. 

Thou ’rt blest, though short thy opening bloom ; 

From worldly joys, from pride, from gloom, 
From sense delusive parted ; 

Thou sleep’st in peace ; in care and strife 

Wt w&v’ring tread the maze of life. 

Too rarely tranquil-hearted. 

* The Poet nf Magdeburg, at the close of last 
oentury. 
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RICHARD HENRY DANA. 


From the New Monthly Maguine. 

AMERICAN AUTHORSHIP. 

No. II. — Richard Henry Dana. 

America is a great fact. Even the dim- 
eyed, bespectacled Old World can see and 
acknowledge that — crabbed and purblind as 
the aged witness is thought over the water. A 
greater fact, measured by square inches, it migh t 
be hard to find. • Equally great, perhaps, if 
considered os the theatre of scenes of struggle 
and acts of enterprise, present and advent, in 
the drama of the world’s progress, in the 
working out of interests, ana the solution of 
problems, on a gigantic scale, material, moral, 
social, political. But one thing American 
there is, which we cannot yet regard as a 
great fact ; one thing, which, at best, is only 
a fiction founded upon fact ; and that is, its 
poetical literature. Hitherto the national 
genius has sought — or rather has found ready 
to band — other modes of expressing its char- 
acter and asserting its power. It has been 
occupied with the task or ordering the chaos 
of elements, colossal and crude, rich with 
teeming germs of promise, amid which its lot 
is cast ; it has been too busy to sing, though 
not to talk ; it has had too many urgent calls 
on its physical faculties, its breaa-winning 
arts ana money-making appliances, to “ go 
courting” the coy muses, or to build model 
stables for Pegasus. The young Titan’s in- 
stinct has been to exercise his muscular frame 
in turning prairies into parks, and forests 
into cities, and rivers into mill-streams, rather 
than haunt the pine-woods in Quest of aborig- 
inal dryads, or invoke primeval silence in the 
depth of sylvan wilds, with hymns inspired 
by the ecstasy and attuned to the large ut- 
terance of the elder gods of song. Compared 
with her other attainments, America’s poetry 
is backward, stunted, unshapen. It is, com- 
paratively, a lisping speech. Its stars are 
many in number, Dut pale in lustre ; not 
‘much differing from one another in glory, and 
altogether comprising a sort of milky w*ay, 
with a scnipfon of water in it ; whereof the 
constellated members, though forever singing 
as they shine, have not yet caught the rolling 
music of the spheres. American poetry is not 
of its mother earth, earthy. It is rather of 
the Old World, worldly. 

Imitation is, in effect, the vice of transat- 
lantic verso ; the very head and front of its 
offending. Not yet has it learned to walk 
alone on the steeps of Parnassus, bold as is 
the national mien, and firm as is its step, on 
the level of this work-day world. Again and 
again we hear the complaint, that American 
poets give us back our own coin, thinned and 
deteriorated by the transit — ** as if America 
had not the ore of song in all her rivers, and 
a mint of her own in every mountain, she 


does little more for the service of the muse 
than melt down our English gold and recast 
it in British forms.” Again and again we 
hear it charged on the American bard, that 
lie is a* dealer rather than a producer ; an echo 
rather than a voice ; a shadow rather than a 
reality ; that what he exports he can hardly 
be stud to grow ; that he has no faith in his 
native muses ; that Europe is the Mecca of 
his poetical superstition — England the Jeru- 
salem of his imaginative worship ; and that 
when, at length, the harp is taken down from 
the trees where for centuries it has hung 
tuneless, it is but to sing the old songs of his 
poetical Zion in a strange land. “ How is 
it,” asks an eloquent critic, “ that America’s 
children, who wear the new costume of their 
condition with au ostentation so preposterous, 
put on tho old threadbare garments of tho 
st whenever they sit down to the lyre? 
hile tho prosaic American is acting poetry 
without knowing it, building up new cities in 
a night, as tlie poet in the old time reared 
his fabrics, the bard, bis brother, is haunting 
the ruins of the European past. The trans- 
atlantic muse is an exile, as much as in the 
days of the pilgrim fathers. Her aspect is 
that of an emigrant, who has found no settle- 
ment ; her talk that of one who ‘ fain would 
be hame to her ain countree.’ In a word, all 
tilings that creep on the face of the earth 
have gone up with the American to lib new 
ark of refuge, and naturalized themselves 
there ; but again and again the dove is sent 
forth to bring in the olive-branch of song from 
a strange land.” This indictment is con- 
firmed by America herself. Says one of her 
shrewdest sons to his loving brethren, 

The most of yon (this is what strikes all beholders) 
Have a mental and physical stoop in the shoulders ; 
Though you ought to bo free as the winds and tho 
waves, 

Toa've the gait and the manners of runaway 
slaves ; 

Though you brag of your New World, you don’t 
half believe in it, 

And as muoh of the Old as is possible weave in 
it. . . . 

You steal Englishmen’s books and think English- 
men’s thought, 

With their salt on her tail the wild eagle is caught ; 
Your literature suits its each whisper and motion 
To what will be thought of it over the ocean. 

Emerson, again, utters his aspirations for a 
day when his country’s long apprenticeship 
to the literature of other lands shall draw ton 
close ; when the millions who are there rush- 
ing into life shall find they can no longer feed 
on the sere remains of foreign harvests ; when 
poetry shall revive and lead in a new age. 
And so with almost every literary “ power” 
among his countrymen. Nowhere is the 
charge, such as it is, ignored — by grand or 
potty jury. 
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Now, imitation in poetry is ipso facto ex- 
communication from the inner circle of the 
ecclesia of song. It strips the imitator of his 
priestly vestments. It cuts off the candidate 
from firet-closs honors. The world declines 
to recognize a revised edition of Homer's 
“ Achilles,” or a modernized version of Shak- 
speare's 44 Hamlet,” or a corrected proof of 
Milton's 44 Satan.” Imitation in such cases 
implies either the feebleness of self-distrust, 
or the boldness of piracy, and, either way, 
pronounces its own doom. 

Has America, then, no poets? We are not 
sophistic enough to set about proving a ne- 
gation of that sort. But if it be asked, 44 Has 
she any great poets?” then we, who love 
America much, but truth more — who like to 
read Bryant and Longfellow, but not in for- 
getfulness of Shakspeare and Milton — then 
we venture to answer, “Surely not.” Here 
again we ore not called upon to prove a nega- 
tive. Let the New York Dante appear ; let 
the Boston Chaucer arise; let the Charles- 
town Wordsworth come forth — each in the 
spirit and power, not merely in the mantle, 
of the respective bards — and forthwith tho 
oracles of criticism arc dumb, only to find 
new speech wherein to welcome the now 
comers. Understand what you may by the per- 
haps indefinite expression “great poets,” we 
simply imply that America has not yet produced 
an “ Iliad,” or a “Divine Comedy,” or a 
“ Jerusalem Delivered not yet a “ Prome- 
theus Bound,” or a “ Macbeth,” a “ Faery 
Queene,” or a “ Paradise Lost not yet, to 
approach more debatable ground, a “ Marmi- 
on,” or a “ Childo Harold,” an 14 Excursion,” 
or a 44 Gertrude of Wyoming.” We will add, 
however, that in the matter of living poets, 
we have anything but a crushing majority of 
merit. And doubtless the day will dawn — 
it may be 6oon — when the American imag- 
ination shall prove its creative power. And 
her first great poet — one of her living proph- 
ets hath prophesied it — will take his in- 
spiration “ from those very themes and ob- 
jects from which, in her young and imitative 
time, the transatlantic muse seeks to escape. 
He will teach truth by American parable. 
The wisdom which is of all time, and of every 
land, will be presented by him in the especial 
form and striking aspects which sbe has 
chosen for herself in the country wherein he 
sings.” America's future will have its poe- 
try 44 uttered,” as her past has its poetry 
“ unexpressed” — 

For though no poet then she hod to glorify her 
fame, 

Her deeds were poems, that could light dead words 
with living flame. 

The time has been when Richard Henry 
Dana was regarded as America's brightest 
orb of song. And thero ore probably still 


those who claim for him this bright particular 
star-shine. His verses are distinguished by 
meditative calmness, religious aspirations, and 
manly simplicity. This simplicity, indeed, 
trenches on the bald and barren, and has 
been called morbid in its character. Ilis 
diction is often common-place and prosaic, 
but occasionally indulges in abrupt, and often 
spasmodic, intervals of 44 strong endeavor.” 
Sometimes unruffled and musical, it is at 
others rasping, rugged, grating, to 44 ears 
polite.” That Mr. Dana specifically and of 
set purpose imitates any one particular bnrd, 
we do not believe ; whatever of the imitative 
feebleness just referred to may attach to his 
poems, is there rather implicitly, and by 
44 spontaneous generation” (if that may bo 
saia of anything imitative). His tendency, 
however, is to the reflective stand-point of 
Wordsworth and Coleridge ; and his doctrines 
of idealism and super- sensual insight, now 
widely and earnestly affirmed, and often ex- 
aggerated, at Boston and other nests of tho 
singing birds, were once scouted as heretical 
by haters of paradox, and by cui bono men of 
letters. 

For his prose writings as well as his verse, 
a permanent place is assured to him, by Gris- 
wold, in the literature of America. As a 
prose writer (though malicious detractors 
may affect to see nothing but prose in him) he 
is almost wholly unknown in England. 
His 44 Paul Felton” and “Tom Thornton” 
have been heard of ; voilb tout . Yet his 
doings in romance, politics and criticism, 
have been considerable, though far from suc- 
cessful in a pecuniary sense ; — bis son's 
graphic uarrative of 44 Two Years before the 
Mast” has had a run to which he is quite a 
stranger. It is nearly forty years since be 
began his contributions to the North American 
Review, in the editorship of which ho after- 
wards took part. It was in this journal that 
he excited the opposition of the 44 Queen 
Anne’B Men” and reigning arbiters in poeti- 
cal criticism, by his eulogy of the Lake poets. 
He 44 thought poetry was something more 
than a recreation ; that it was something 
superinduced upon the realities of life ; he 
believed the ideal and the spiritual might be 
as real as the visible and the tangible; 
thought there were truths beyond the under- 
standing and tho senses, and not to be reached 
by ratiocination.”* In a periodical of his 
own, called the Idle Man , he published his 
novel of 44 Tom Thornton,” which an able 
reviewer has pronounced 44 interesting, and 
written in a style of earnestness which holds 
truth paramount even to taste, and refuses to 
adorn vioe with a veil of beauty.” This 
periodical ceased with tho first volume, which 
aid not pay its expenses, owinjj, it is said, to 
the absence of laws of protective copyright ; 

* Griswold. 
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and to this “ cause defective” is attributed 
Mr. Dana’s discouragement from the literary 
enterprises which otherwise he would have 
engaged in. However, by the testimony of 
Mr. Flint, the Idle Man has become as estab- 
lished a classic in the United States os the 
“Sketch Book” itself. To become a classic, 
by the way, is presumably identical with 
being “ put on the shelf,” which is a phrase 
with a Janus face. Few are the libraries 
where the classics don’t want dusting. They 
are not, by popular interpretation, synonymous 
with what Charles Lamb called “ readable 
books” — a title recently assumed by a London 
series, which thus, in its every advertisement, 
hints unutterable things as to the unreada- 
bilitv of rival issues. 

Although evidently predisposed to poetry of 
a meditative cast, and of soothing “ all 
serene” purpose, Mr. Dana’s longest and best 
known effort is in quite a different key, and 
adventures the treatment of a dramatic theme, 
with “ striking effects,” in a suitably rapid 
and exciting manner. “The Buccaneer” is 
a legend connected with an island on the 
New England coast — the oral tradition itself 
being “ added to,” and “ diminished from,” 
by the poet, according to the supposed exigen- 
cies of his art. A murder at sea by a pirate, 
Matthew Lee by name, and a preternatural 
rocess of retribution, are the theme. The 
istinctive feature in the adjustment of the 
just recompense of reward is the introduction 
of the White Horse, which was cast overboard 
after its mistress, and whose spectre is the 
agent of final suffering and penal woe to the 
reprobate seaman. A fear, half ribald jest, 
half shrinking apprehension, lest, by some 
wild miracle, the white steed should find 
utterance to reveal bloody secrets, just as in 
old, old times the diviner’s ass had the sud- 
den faculty of speech, constrains Lee to hurl 
him to the waves alive, and bid him ride 
them as he may. Then and there, the cry 
of the struggling brute is appalling to the 
ruffians on deck, as they watch his wrestlings 
with the yeasty waters — now sinking, now 
roaring upwards — “then drifts away; but 
through the night they hear far off that 
dreadlul cry.” To blot out the last vestige 
of crime, the ship itself is burnt ; and the 
desperadoes settle down on the solitary island 
“ of craggy rock and sandy bay,” to enjoy the 
“ much fine gold” for which they have sold 
ship, business, conscience, and peace. They 
try to drown reflection in jovial riot : 

Mat lords it now throughout the isle : 

His hand falls heavier than before. 

All dread alike his frown or smile ; — 

None oome within his door. 

Save those who dipped their hands in blood with 
him ; 

Save those who laughed to see the white horse 
swim. 


The anniversary of the crime comes round : 
the guilty revellers keep high holiday. But 
at midnight there is a strange vision seen, at 
midnight a strange cry heard ; across the 
dark waters flits a ship in flames, riding 
upright and still, shedding a wild and lurid 
light around her, scaring the sea-birds from 
their nests, and making them dart and wheel 
with deafening screams — while above the 
wave uprises, ghastly white, a horse’s head. 
“ There on the sea, be stands — the Spectre- 
Horse ! He moves, he gains the sands,” and on- 
ward speeds, his ghostly sides streaming with 
a cold olue light, his path shining like a swift 
ship’s wake ; onward speeds, till he reaches 
Lee ’8 blasted threshold, and with neigh that 
seems the living trump of hell, summons the 
pirate to mount and away ! But the hour of 
final vengeance is not yet oome, and though Lee 
mounts the spirit-steed and is borne whither 
he would not, and sees into ocean depths 
I where lie the sleeping dead, done to death by 
him ; yet with the moraine he is again quit 
of the apparition, and left to brood on his 
sins, and await the last scene of all — stand- 
ing on the cliff beneath the sun’s broad fierce 
blaze, but himself “ as stiff and cold as one 
that ’s dead” — lost in a dreamy trouble “ of 
some wild horror past, and coming woes.” 
Misery withers the caitiff’s existence for another 
year ; and again the burning ship is seen, and 
the white steed visits him, and gives warning 
that the next visit shall be the lost. Punctual 
and inexorable visitant! he comes in his 
season, and in vain Lee flings and writhes in 
wild despair ; “the spirit corse holds him by 
fearful spell a mystic fire 

Illumes the sea around their traok — 

The curling comb, and dark steel wave ; 

There, yet, sits Lee the spectre’s book — 

Gone ! gone ! and none to save ! 

They ’re seen no more ; the night has shut them in. 
May Heaven have pity on thee, man of sin ! 

The earth has washed away its stain ; 

The sealed-up sky is breaking forth. 

Mustering its glorious hosts again. 

From the far south and north ; 

The climbing moon plays on the rippling soa. 

0, whither on its waters rideth Leo 1 

The legend is a telling one. And Mr. Dana 
has told it impressively. But in the hands 
of a more devoted romanticist it would have 
told much better. It is here a somewhat hard 
and bald composition — not unfrequently ob- 
scure from compression and elliptical treat- 
ment. The metre selected, too, requires for 
success a delicate and varied mastery of 
musical rhythm on the part of the poet, and 
some familiarity with its character on that of 
the reader. Some stanzas are excellent — ■ 
others curt and nigged to a degree. Judging 
by the rest of his poems, Mr. Dana was out 
or his element in this stern fancy-piece of 
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legendary lore ; and certainly, had we read 
the others first, we should have been surprised 
by the imaginative power he has brought to 
bear on a superstition of piracy and blood, 
involving tho use of machinery from the spirit- 
world. 

The brief introduction to the tragedy is 
quite in his happiest style, and breathes a 
melodious tranquillity aptly chosen, by con- 
trast to the advent agitation of struggling 
passion and savage discord. We see, in a 
few picturesque lines, a lonely islaind, all in 
silence but for ocean’s roar, and the fitful 
cry, heard through sparkling foam, of the 
shrill sea-bird : — 

But when the light winds lie at rest, 

And on the glassy, heaving sea. 

The black duck, with her glossy breast, 

Sits swinging silently — 

How beautiful ! no ripples break- the reaeh. 

And silvery waves go noiseless up the beach. 

There are not many verses e^ual to that in 
the “ Buccaneer” — not many figures so sug- 
gestive as that of the silent rocking of the 
black duck on the gentle cradle of an un vexed 
sea. 

The “ Changes of Home” is, as the subject 
demands, meditative and pathetic. The poet 
revisits the scene of boyhood, and is smitten 
to his poet’s soul by the revolution and decay 
and innovation it reveals ; or rather, by the 
revolution and decay he discovers in himself, 
while outward aspects, so far as Nature is 
concerned, continue much as they were. He 
meets one, who, like the pastor m the “ Ex- 
cursion,” informs him of tne chronicles of the 
village. There are many touching passages 
- — us this : — 

To pass tho doors where I had welcomed been. 
And none but unknown voices hoar within ; 
Strange , wondering faces at those windows see , 

Once lightly tapped, and then a nod for me I — 

To walk full cities, and yet feel alone — 

From day to day to listen to tho moan 
Of mourning trees — *t was sadder here unknown. 

A tale of love and bereavement and madness 
is the mainstay of this poem, and is very feel- 
ingly narrated — “soon ’t is told — simple 
though sad ; no mystery to unfold, save that 
one great, dread mystery, the mind.” Senti- 
ment and diction are both pleasing in these 
verses. 

The poem entitled “Factitious Life” is 
founded on Wordsworth’s protest, that the 
world is too much with us, our hearts given 
away, our powers wasted. But there is more 
life and heat and meaning in that memorable 
Bonnet of Rydal’s bard, than in this protracted 
effort of didactic philosophy. The satire is 
so-so ; tho humor not very genial ; the poetry 
perilously akin to prose, albeit so anti-prosaic 
imd anti-utilitarian in its purpose. That pur- 
pose is indeed high and praiseworthy ; nor do 


| we object, as the author seems to have appre- 
hended, to his commencing in a compara- 
! tively trifling vein, and falling gradually into 
tho serious, and at last resting “ in that which 
-should bo the home of all our thoughts, the 
religious.” The protest is against reducing 
man’s soul to the limits of the conventional, 
cramping his mind by rules of etiquette, sub- 
stituting respectability for virtue — “to keep 
in with the world your only end, and with 
the world to oensure or defend” — it is against 
a modish existence, where singularity alone 
is sin, where manners rather than heart are 
the subject of education, where the simple 
way of right is lost, and curious expedients 
substituted for truth. And the aspiration is 
for a return of the fresh, inartificial time, in 
the now dim past, when 

Free and ever varying played the heart ; 

Great Nature schooled it ; life was not an art ; 
And as the bosom heaved, so wrought the mind ; 
The thought put forth in act ; and, unoonfined, 
The whole man lived his feelings. 

A like spirit animates the lines called 
“Thoughts on the Soul” — the text being, 
that it exceeds man’s thoughts to think how 
high God hath raised man — the “ practical 
improvement,” that man should cast off his 
slough, and send forth his spirit to expatiate 
in “ immortal light, and life for evermore.” 
We are earnestly reminded that, linked with 
the Immortal, immortality begins e’en here 
— the soul once given, as a solemn trust to 
man, there ne’er will come a date to its 
tremendous energies, but ever shall it he 
taking fresh life, starting fresh for future toil, 

And on shall go, forover, ever, on, 

Changing, all down its course, each thing to one 

With its immortal nature. 

More popular, and charged with more than 
one home-thrust at the feelings, are the lines 
called “The Husband’s and the Wife's 
Grave.” There folded in deep stillness, in 
all the nearness of the narrow tomb, lie the 
partners in life and death — 

Yet feel they not each other's presence now. 

Dread fellowship ! — together, yet alone. 

“The Dying Raven” was Mr. Dana’s 
earliest production in verse — appearing in 
1825, in the New York Review, tnen under 
Bryant’s editorship — and a fine memorial it 
is, tender and true, of a sympathetic nature, 
which has a reverent faith in the truth that 
He who made us, made also and loveth all. 
We watch the poor doomed bird, gasping its 
life out, where the grass makes a sod couch, 
and blooming boughs (needlessly kind) spread 
a tent above ; we hear its mate calling to the 
white, piled clouds, and asking for the missed 
and forlorn one. That airy call 
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Tbon 'It boar no longer ; 'ne&th sun-lighted clouds, 
With beating wings, or steady poise aslant, 

AVilt sail no more. Around thy trembling claws 
Droop thy wings' parting feathers. Spasms of 
death 
Arc on thee. 

From Him who heareth the raven’s cry for 
iood comes the inspiration of this elegy. 

A “ Fragment ot an Epistle,” composed in 
octosyllabic verse, is on attempt to escape 
not only what Byron culls the fatal facility, 
but what the author calls the fatal monotony, 
of that metre. There is little else to char- 
acterize it. “ A Clump of Daisies” shows 
dim and diminutive beside the same object in 
other poets one might name. “ Chantrey’s 
Washington” has little of the massive power 
of either the statesman or the sculptor in- 
volved in its memorial verse. “ The Moss 
supplicateth for the Poet,” as for one 
wno leaves, ofttimes, the flaunting flowers 
and open sky, to woo the mo^s by shady brook, 
with voice low and soft nod sad as the brook 
itself, and because the moss is of lowly frame, 
and more constant than the flower, and be- 
cause it is 

Kind to old deoay, and wraps it softly round 

in green, 

On naked root, and trunk of gray, spreading a 
garniture and soreen. 

“The Pleasure Boat” goes tilting pleas- 
antly on its way, to a soft breeze and musical 
murmur of accompaniment. And such, with 
the “ Spirit of the Pilgrims” and a few lyrics, 
comprise, so far as we are informed, the lays 
of the minstrel whom we have thus inade- 
quately but impartially, “ when found, made 
a note of.” 


From the Athenrom. 

LUDWIG TIECK. 

From Berlin tidings have oome of the death 
in that city, on the morning of the 28th ult., 
of Ludwig Tieck — one of the few survivors 
of a past age of German literature, and not 
the least of those who made it illustrious. 
He was born in Berlin, on the 31st of May, 
1773 ; so that a few days only were wanting 
to complete his full measure of fourscore 
years. Within this wide period, however, he 
may bo said to have commanded a narrower 
space of life, whether for mere bodily uses or 
for mental production, than has been enjoyed 
by many who have gone sooner to the grave. 
Severe physical suffering — from gout, the at- 
tacks of which began as early as 1806 — en- 
croached on the Dest part of his existence 
from that period onward — and for many years 
before its close had reduced him to a nearly 
helpless state. The mind, indeed, was still 
alive and clastic in intervals of respite ; but 
continued exertion of any kind was baffled by 


recurring distress and debility ; — so that his 
declining age has been mainly a scene of pas- 
sive subjection to pain — borne with an equa- 
nimity and composure that have justly been 
called heroic. U nder such ciroumstonces, the 
friends of the veteran poet may rejoice that 
the hour of his release from this long trial has 
at length arrived. 

This is hardly the time for any detailed 
review of the literary career of Tieck, nor for 
anticipations of the exact place which may 
hereafter be assigned to him among the great 
writers of his aay. It is true tnat in one 
sense posterity had already begun for Tieck 
while he still continued among the living ; 
and there are considerable features of his 
poetic character, and of his influence on the 
time, the effect of which is already consum- 
mated. From these, as from other circum- 
stances of his career, the emincnco of Tieck ’s 
place in the literary annals of his country — 
os chief leader in an important though ephe- 
meral movement — may be certainly pre- 
dicted. Of the fate of his works as a living 
possession for readers in ages yet to come, it 
would be less safo to prophesy so much. 

The romantic school, in which Tieck ap- 
pears both as the virtual founder and the chief 
illustrator, wus rather the natural product of 
a peculiar and morbid state of things on minds 
of a certain sensitive and fanciful temper, than 
itself founded in Poetic Nature. Impatience 
of the torpid condition and mean aims of so- 
ciety around them — the want of a true pop- 
ular ground in real life wherein their spiritual 
energies could take root — easily led the young 
men of genius, of whom Tieck was foremost, 
to seek a sphere for their exercise in reveries 
of sentiment, in dreams of old chivalry or 
legendary fictions, in what seemed earnest and 
picturesque in the Church of the Middle Ages 
as well as in the simplicities of early devo- 
tional Art. Such ore among the main themes 
of this Poetic School — which appear with 
seducing effect, and in various forms of treatp 
ment, in Tieck’s pages, in plaod of that heart- 
felt veracity which alone gives force and en- 
durance to poetic creations. They are, as 
Tieck himself has somewhere said, dream- 
shadows of things and feelings — often gra- 
cious, tender, and affecting — sometimes, in 
another phase of their development, delight- 
fully freakish, sparkling with quaint irony, 
or revelling in the broadest humor. But the 
stuff of which they are made, the moods of 
thought which they express, are altogether 
visionary, fleeting and unreal. They leave no 
distinct traces on the mind ; — in form, they 
are constantly tending towards the vaguest 
confusion of styles ; in effect, they are es- 
sentially retrograde and unproductive. 

The backward course which this school has 
run, in the land of its birth, has not only al- 
ready proved how little an arbitrary By stem like 
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this cun do for healthy poetic culture ; it has 
also shown how soon it is compelled to de- 
scend to earth in search of a basis in some- 
thing that may, at least, wear a show of sub- 
stance, and to what base and perverse ends 
this attempt may speedily be turned. Lone 
before the close of nis career, Tieck himself 
saw bis literary oflspring astray in blind ways, 
which his superior mind and ripened thought 
entirely disallowed ; — and hereupon, indeed, 
he segms to have determined upon a new 
poetic course, not only leading straight away 
from the direct absurdity and secondary abuse 
which had grown upon the romantic basis 
which he had formerly laid, but also diverging 
widely enough from his own earlier literary 
practice. In this change, which began with 
the publication of his novels in 1821, the 
desire to obtain a substantial historic ground 
for poetic composition is strikingly significant ; 
and it is i in possible to say to wnat further re- 
sults it might not have led one so able and so 
mature in training as Tieck then was, had 
not sickness thwarted this promising develop- 
ment. 

It must be observed, that with Tieck, even 
in his youngest days, romantic abnegation of 
matter of fact, and the assertion of unbounded 
liberty both in the form and in the matter of 
composition, were at all events no idle pleas, 
advanced, as they have often been elsewhere, 
to cover the defect of thorough schooling, or 
to excuse dilettante indolence. With the 
fruits of early study at his command, he was 
at all times of his life diligent and studious 
of fresh acquisitions. In the field of Euro- 
pean literature he was versed os few other 
men have boen ; with something of an espec- 
ial preference for Spanish and English. His 
love for the latter, as shown by his many 
excellent labors on our old dramatists, as well 
as in the translation of Shakspeare, give him 
especial claims to this country. 

His splendid library, which was sold a few 
years back, was an evidence of judgment as 
well as of good-fortune in the collection of 
literary treasures, while it showed the wide 
range of his pursuits. The circumstances 
which caused the dispersion, as we have heard 
them stated, are such ns must have raised the 
poet in the esteem of all who knew them — 
while they lamented, for his sake, the effects 
of so generous a sacrifice of bis best com- 
panions. 


Jackson's Epitaph on his Wife. — The 
Richmond Enquirer says a lady in the west has 
been kind enpugh to send us a copy of Andrew 
Jackson’s epitaph on his wife. It is known to 
have been his own composition, yet, although it 
has been read by hundreds on her tomb in 
Tennessee, it has never appeared in print before. 
This singular inscription reads thus : — 

“ Here lie the remains of Mrs. Raohel Jack- 
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son, wife of President Jackson, who died on the 
22d of December, 1828, aged 61. Her face was 
fair, her person pleasing, her temper amiable, 
and her heart kind. She delighted in relieving 
the wants of her fellow-creatures, and cultivated 
that divine pleasure by the most liberal and un- 
pretending methods. To the poor she was a 
benefactress ; to the rich she was an example ; 
to the wretched a comforter ; to the prosperous 
an ornament ; her pity went hand in hand with 
her benevolence ; and she thanked her Creator 
for being permitted to do good. A being so 
gentle, and yet so virtuous, slander might wound, 
but could not dishonor. Even death, when he 
tore her from the arms of her husband, could but 
transplant her to the bosom of her God.” 1 


The Management of the Fingeh Nails. — Ac- 
cording to European fashion, they should be of an 
oval figure, transparent, without specks or ridges 
of any kind ; the semilunar fold, or white half- 
circle, should be fully developed, and the pellicle, 
or cuticle which forms the configuration around 
the root of the nails, thin and well defined, and, 
when properly arranged, should represent ns 
nearly as possible the shape of a half-filbert. 
The proper arrangement of the nails is to cut 
them of an oval shape, corresponding with the 
form of the fingers ; they should not be allowed 
to grow too long, as it is difficult to keep them 
clean ; nor too short, os it allows the ends of the 
fingers to become flattened and enlarged by being 
pressed upwards against the nail9, and gives 
them a clumsy appearance. The epidermis, which 
forms the semicircle around, and adheres to the 
nail, requires particular attention, as it is fre- 
quently dragged on with its growth, drawing the 
skin below the nail so tense os to cause it to 
crack and separate into what are called agnails. 
This is easily remedied by carefully separating 
the skin from the nail by a blunt, half-round 
instrument. Many persons are in the habit of 
continually cutting this pellicle, in consequent 
of which it becomes exceedingly irregular, and 
often injurious to the growth of the nail. They 
also frequently pick under the nails with a pin, 
penknife, or the point of sharp scissors, with the 
intention of keeping them clean, by doing which 
they often looeen them, and occasion considerable 
injury. The nails should be cleansed with a 
brush not too hard, and the semicircular skin 
should not be cut away, but only loosened, with- 
out touching the quick, the fingers being after- 
wards dipped in tepid water, and the skin pnahed 
back with a towel. This method, which should 
be praotised daily, will keep the nails of a proper 
shape, prevent agnails, and the pellicles fh>m 
thickening or becoming rugged. 'When the nails 
are naturally rugged or ill-formed, the longi- 
tudinal ridges or fibres should be scraped and 
rubbed with lemon, afterwards rinsed in water, 
and well dried with the towel ; but if the nails 
are very thin, no benefit will be derived by 
scraping ; on the contrary, it might cause them 
to split If the nails grow more to one side than 
the other, they should be cut in such a manner 
as to make the point come as near as possible in 
the centre of the end of the finger. — JDvrlacher, 
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We have received the following books : 

The Last Leaf from Sunny-Side. This is 
advertised by Phillips, Sampson & Co., Boston, 
in Nos. 463 and 472 of the Living Age. 

A Dictionary of Domestic Medicine and 
Household Surgery. By Spencer Thomson, M. 
D., L. It. C. S., Edinburgh. First American, 
from the latest London, edition. Revised, with 
additions, by Henry H. Smith, M. D., Surgeon 
to St. Joseph’s Hospital, Philadelphia. Adver- 
tised by Lippincott, Grambo & Co., in Nos. 465, 
407, 469, 471. 

Spiritual Vampirism ; The History of Ethe- 
real Sofldown, and her Friends of the “New 
Light, " By C. W. W ebber. See advertisement 
by Lippincott, Grambo & Co., Philadelphia, in 
Nos. 465, 467, 469, 471. 

A Pilgrimage to Palestine , by Dr. J. V. C. 
Smith. This is a work of original thought, and 
is written from personal observation, daily re- 
corded It is advertised in No. 466, by Gould 
& Lincoln, Boston. 

A Nation Dead , without a Written History. 
Traditions of De-Coo-Dah and Antiquarian 
Researches. This work is advertised by Thayer, 
Bridgman & Fanning, Now York, in No. 470. 
It contains many engraved illustrations, and 
much material for history. 

The Spirit Humbug Exposed . By Professor 
Mattison, New York. This work, published by 
Messrs. Mison Brothers, New York, is highly 
commended by many good judges. See adver- 
tisement in No. 471. 

The Bible in the Counting-House; a Course 
of Lectures to Merchants. By H. A. Bo&rdman, 
D. D. Advertised by Lippincott, Grambo & Co., 
Philadelphia, in Nos. 471, 472, 473. We should 
be very glad to read this book, or any other from 
Dr. Board man, if wo could stop. But we are 
like the dog in the fable, who could only lap as 
he ran. 

Songs in the Night ; or , Hymns for the Sick 
and Suffering. This is a collection of Poems by 
various authors, with an Introduction by the 
Rev. A. C. Thompson. Revised edition. It is 
well recommended by good authority. See ad- 
vertisement, by S. K. Whipple & Co., Boston, in 
our No. 472. 

Dissertation on Musical Taste. By Thomas 
Hastings. Mr. Hastings has for many years 
been successfully engaged in various practical 
measures for cultivating Musical Taste, and ex- 
tending the practice of Music. The work is 
advertised by Messrs. Mason Brothers, New 
York, in No. 472. 

Marie de Berniere; The Maroon ; Maize in 
Milk. By W. Gilmore Sims. Advertised by 
Lippincott, Grambo & Co., Philadelphia, in No. 
472. 

Epitome of Greek and Roman Mythology , 
with Explanatory Notes and a Vocabulary . By 
John S. Hart, LL. D., Principal of the High 
School, Philadelphia. Carefully and handsomely 
published by Lippincott, Grambo and Co., Phil. | 


History of Massachusetts, from its Earliest 
Settlement to the Present Time. By W. H. Car- 
penter. This is one of a scries of Cabinet His- 
tories, published by Lippincott, Grambo & Co., 
Philadelphia. 

Travels in Egypt and Palestine. By J. 
Thomas, M. D. A very pretty duodecimo, con- 
taining some interesting discoveries of antiquity. 
Lippincott, Grambo & Co., Philadelphia. 

Farquelle's French Course is advertised, with 
high recommendations, by Newman & Ivison, New 
York, in No. 471 Living Age. 

The Life of Dr. Chalmers. This duodecimo 
volume is an abridgment, by the Rev. James C. 
Moifat, M. A., Professor in Princeton College, of 
Dr. Hannas’ large work. It is published in Cin- 
cinnati by Morse, Anderson, Wilstack & Keys. 

Father Brighthopcs ; or, An Old Clergy- 
man's Vacation . By Paul Creighton. Phillips, 
Sampson & Co., Boston. 

Prophets and Kings of the Old Testament. A 
scries of Sermons preached in the chapel of Lin- 
coln’s Inn. By Frederick Denison Maurice, of 
King’s College, London. Crosby, Nichols & Co., 
Boston. 

Child's Matins and Vespers . By A Mother. 
Crosby, Nichols & Co., Boston. 

Early Buds. By Lydia M. Reno. It is not 
very high praise to speak of the typographical 
beauty, only, of a collection of original poems. 
But we know no more, aud are so much pleased 
by the uncommon beauty of this volume, that 
we cannot but speak of it. Published by James 
Munroe & Co., Boston. 

Babylon and Nineveh. Layard’s Second Ex- 
pedition. Abridged from the larger work. For- 
mer reviews in the Living Age have made our 
readers well acquainted with this book, now pub- 
lished by G. P. Putnam & Co., New York. 

The New Rome; or. The United States (f 
the World. By Theodore Poesche and Charles 
Goepp. G. P. Putnam & Co. 

Echoes of a Belle; or, A Voice from the 
Past. By Ben Shadow. G. P. Putnam & Co. 

A Review of the Spiritual Manifestations . 
By the Rev. Charles Beecher. G. P. Putnam 
& Co. 

. Journal of an African Cruiser. By noratio 
Bridge, U. S. N. Edited by Nathaniel Haw- 
thorne. G. P. Putnam & Co. 

Carlotina and the Sanfedcsti ; or, A N.gh.t 
with the Jesuits at Rome. By Edmund Farrenc. 
John S. Taylor, Now York. Said to be a vigor- 
ous attack upon the Jesuits. 

Clouds and Sunshine. By the author of M us- 
ings of an Invalid, &c. John S. Taylor, New 
York. 

Coleridge's Works, Vol. 5. Here is the fifth 
volume of a beautiful edition of the complete 
works of Samuel Taylor Coleridge, with an Intro- 
ductory Essay upon his Philosophical and Theo- 
logical Opinions. Edited by Professor She H. It 
is to be in seven volumes. It is published by 
Messrs. Harpers ; and wo don’t doubt that they 
regularly sent us the four preceding volumes, 
and many other books which never have reache 1 
us. Nevertheless , it is indsapensible to every 
well selected library. 


Digitized by Tooele 


LITTELL’S LIVING AGE.— No. 475.-25 JUNE, 1853. 


CONTENTS. 

1. Henry Amaud and the Waldenses, .. Chambers' Repository , . 771 

2. Cruise among the Islands of the Western Pacific, . . Spectator , .... 789 

3. Lady Lee's Widowhood — Part IV., Blackwood's Magazine , . 793 

4. Spiritual Manifestations, “ “ . 807 

*5. The Beecher Stowe Demonstration, Times 821 

6. An Old Gentleman's Second Marriage, . ... . The Wetherbys , . . . 823 

Poetry : The Planting — The Thought, 769; 1815 and 1853 — Hush, 770 ; Charissa — 
Stanzas, 806 ; To Michael Angelo Titmarsh, Esq., 822. 

Suort Articles: Europe, Popery, America — Dance of Death, 788; Domestic Habits of 
our Ancestors, 820 ; Scottish Drunkenness, 824. 

New Books: 824. 


From Chambers* Journal. 
THE PLANTING. 

A PARABLE. 

I said to my Uttle son, who was watching, with tears, a 
tree he had planted : “ Let it alone ; It will grow while you 
are sleeping 1” 

“ Plant it 9afe, thou! little child ; 

Then cease watching and oease weeping : 
Thou host done thy utmost part ; 

Leave it, with a quiet heart ; 

It will grow while thou art sleeping.* * 

“ But, 0 father !” says the child, 

With a troubled face close creeping — 

** How can I but think and grieve, 

When the fierce winds come at eve, 

And snows beat — and I lie sleeping ? 

“ I have loved my linden so ! 

In each leaf seen future floweret ; 
Watched it day by day with prayers. 

Guarded it with pains and cares, 

Lest the canker should devour it. 

“ 0, good father !” says ihe child, 

“ If 1 come in summer’s shining, 

And my linden-tree be dead. — 

How the sun will scorch my head, 

Where I sit forlorn and pining ! 

*« Rather let me evermore, 

Through this winter-time watch keeping, 
Bear the cold, and storms, and frost, 

That my treasure be not lost — 

Ay, bear aught ! — but idle sleeping.” 

Sternly said the father then : 

“ Who art thou, child, vainly grieving ? 
Canst thou send the balmy dews, 

Or the rich sap interfuse, 

That one leaf shall burst to living ? 
CCCCLXXV. LIVING AGS. YOL. I. 49 


“ Canst thou bid the heavens restrain • 
Natural tempests for thy praying ! 

Canst thou bend one tender shoot ? 

Stay the growth of one fruil root ? 

Keep one blossom from decaying ? 

** If it live and bloom all fair. 

Will it praise thee for its blooming ? 

If it die, will any plaints 
Reach thee, as with kings and saints 
Drops it to an equal tombing ? 

“ Plant it — consecrate with prayers. 

It is safe ’neath His sky’s folding 
Who the whole earth compasses, 

, Whether we watch more or less — 

His large eye all things beholding. 

“ If He need a goodly tree 

For the shelter of the nations, 

He will make it grow ; if not, 

Never yet His love forgot 

Human tears, and faith, and patience. 

** Leave thy treasure in His hand — 

Cease all watching and all weeping. 

Tears hence, men its shade may crave. 

When its mighty branches wave 

Beautiful — above thy sleeping !** 

If his hope, tear-sown, that child 

Garnered safe with joyful reaping. 

Know I not : yet, unawares, 

Oft this truth gleams through my prayers : 

“ It will grow while thou art sleeping ! " 


From Hogg’s Instructor. 
THE THOUGHT. 

*T was not that sordid cores perplexed him, 

*T was not satiety or spleen : 

*T was one eternal thought that fixed him — 
The thought of what he might havo been : 
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The thought that virtue might have led him 
In his youth o’er holy ground, 

• And love’s early vows have made him 
Pure as musio’s trancing sound : 

The thought that knowledge might have' placed 
him 

On the height of truth sublime, 

Where low vice had ne’er debased him. 

Outcast in a sensual clime : 

The thought that tuneful inspiration 
Might have lived in lofty lays, 

And a poet’s aspiration 

Won the wreath of laurelled praise. 

Like a distant, trembling river 
To the ear at midnight brought. 

So his tide of life forever 
Trembles with the eternal thought. 

Like a wailing ghost, respited 
Scenes of youth to wander o’er, 

All that might have life delighted, 

Lies a wreck on Ganges’ shore. 

Indianus. 


From Fraser’s Magazine. 

1815 AND 1853. 

When war by the great battle closed. 

Gave England laurels won with pain. 

Our rulers, glad to quit the strife, 

Returned, in hope, to peace again. 

Then the nation hailed with rapture 
The dawning of a brighter day. 

The star of conquest sank and paled, 

When Reason’s power assumed the sway. 

Again improvement, long delayed. 

Swiftly progressed through Mind’s domain, 

Neath calmer skies, with broad sails spread. 
Our ships of commerce ploughed the main. 

The giant heart of England poured 

Her life-blood through her farthest veins, 

To distant climes unknown in yore. 

Through Afrio*9 wilds, o’er India’s plains. 

Then the oak of British science. 

By Bacon planted long ago. 

Broad branches bore among the stars, 

And strong roots sank in earth below. 

Then days of science were like years 
In the old chronicles of time. 

Then years grew large, as ages past. 

In rich results — in works sablime. 

Loud rang the hammer in the shed, 

Swift through the loom the shuttle plied. 

O’er iron roads our steam steeds ran, 

Like thought th* electric courier hied. 


On all the Sun of Freedom shone. 

Kindling the hearts of labor’s throng ; 
Advancing Art was ’companied 
By Genius, Poetry, and Song. 

But now the comet’s meteor glare 
Returns from joumeyings afar, 

Sweeps on the sight, and shows again 
The long-forgotten form of war. 

Well, be it so, what we have gained 
We shall not tamely, calmly lose. 

If fight we must, then — to the death. 

Though war we may not freely choose. 

Whate’er betide, the end is sure, 

There lives on earth that cannot die, 

Great Heaven will give, as in old times. 

To Truth and Freedom — Victory. 

From Household Words. 

HUSH! 

“ I can scarcely hear,” she murmured, 

“ For my heart beats loud and fast, 

But surely, in the far, far distance, 

I can hear a sound at last” 

“It is only the reapers singing. 

As they carry home their sheaves ; 

And the evening breeze has risen. 

And rustles the dying leaves.” 

“ Listen ! there are voices talking.” 

Calmly still she strove to speak. 

Yet, her voice grew faint and trembling. 

And the red flushed in her cheek. 

“ It is only the children playing 
Below, now their work is done, 

And they laugh that their eyes are dazzled 
By the rays of the setting sun.” 

Fainter grew her voice, and weaker, 

As with anxious eyes she cried, 

“ Down the avenue of chestnuts 
I can hear a horseman ride.” 

“ It is only the deer that were feeding 
In a herd on the clover grass ; 

They were startled, and flea to the thicket 
As they saw the reapers pass.” 

Now the night arose in silence, 

Birds lay in their leafy nest, 

And the deer couched in the forest, 

And the children were at rest ; 

There was only a sound of weeping 
From watchers around a bed, 

But Rest to the weary spirit, 

Peace to the quiet Dead ! 


Reasons foe a Singer’s Cold. — “ What* is 
the reason that fellow is always indisposed at the 
moment he is wanted to sing?” inquired an 
Exeter Hallite, just as a sort of Sims Reevian 
apology had been made for a popular singer. 
“ Oh ! it *9 easily accounted for,” answered his 
stall neighbor ; “ when you think of the great 
airs he is continually giving himself, it ’s no 
wonder he so often catches cold.” — Punch . 


Then fair Religion, calm and mild. 

The true conserver of the world, 

Glowed with immortal youth, and smiled 
O’er War’s dread standard, once more furled. 
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From Chambers 1 Repository. 

HENRY ARNAUD AND THE WALDENSES. 

The return of the Waldensian exiles to 
their native valleys, to which they fought 
their way under the guidance of their pastor 
and general, Henry Arnaud, in 1689, is one 
of the most remarkable and romantic events 
in modern history. It will be found fully to 
deserve the few pages here devoted to an 
account of it ; but before beginning with the 
actual incidents of their fighting-journey, 
which were minutely recorded day by day, it 
may be as well to give a sketch of the circum- 
stances which opened this curious chapter in 
the romance of history. The Waldenses, 
or Vaudois, are supposed to have received 
their name from vallis, or valley, owing to the 
extremely secluded and peculiar character of 
the three valleys in wnich they lived as a 
community, separated by immense mountains 
from the rest of the world. In the general 
man of Europe, the position of these valleys 
will be best described by saying, that they 
lie in the slopes of the great range called the 
Pennine Alps, on the side which stretches 
towards Italy. This great barrier separates 
them from Western and Northern Europe ; but 
they are also seoluded even from the rest of 
Italy, as their districts are only approachable 
by narrow openings, as it were, between 
subsidiary ranges of hills. These, in other 
parts of the world, would be called great 
mountain-ranges ; but here they are only the 
lateral spurs or ofishoots of the vast central 
Alpine chain. The district, generally speak- 
ing, is bounded on the sides by Mount Viso 
ana the Col de Sestrieres ; and the three main 
valleys of wflich it consists are Lucerna or 
Luzern, Perosa or Perouse, and San Martino 
or St. Martin. Considerable confusion is 
sometimes created in the reader's mind by 
the names in this district, as elsewhere 
throughout the Piedmontese part of Italy, 
being sometimes given in Italian, and some- 
times in French. Though situated within 
the sunny territory of Italy, these valleys 
have the characteristics rather of a northern 
than a southern clime, and nourished a hardy 
race, such as Goldsmith describes on the 
other side of the Alps : — 

Thus ever y good his nativo wilds impart 
Imprints tho patriot passion on his heart ; 

And e'en those ills that round his mansion rise 
Enhance the bliss his scanty fhnd supplies. 

Dear is that shed to which his soul conforms, 

And dear that hill which lifts him to the storms ; 
And, as a child,. when scaring sounds molest, 
Clings close and closer to the mother’s breast ; 

8o the loud torrent and the whirlwind’s roar 
But bind him to his native mountains more. 

The poet’s description does not, however, 
apply very accurately where he says — 

No product hero the barren hills afford, 

But man and steel — the soldier and his sword. 


The inhabitants of a land producing nothing 
else, could only subsist by robbery. In fact, 
however, the lowest ranges of these valleys 
are generally stripes of flat, soft, alluvial soil, 
almost unmatched in richness. Their owners 
consider every yard of the earth’s surface so 
valuable here, that they grudge even what is 
necessary for the narrowest pathways ; and 
the stranger feels that he must pick bis way 
carefully, to avoid injury to the rich crop. I t 
will be clear, that, from the nature of the 
country, no class of men could well be more 
isolated from their neighbors than the culti- 
vators of these pastures. The richness and 
narrowness of the alluvial stripes kept them 
in the pursuit of their living within a narrow 
compass ; and the great mountain barriers, by 
which they were nearly surrounded, prevented 
them from paying unnecessaiy visits to their 
neighbors. Dr. Johnson almost describes 
such a place as the valleys of the Waldenses 
in his romance of Rasselas , where he isolates 
his hero from the world. It was not unnatu- 
ral, then, that in such places old opinions 
and traditions would remain longer un- 
changed than in the more open parts of Eu- 
rope. 

It is well known to all readers of history 
that, from an early period, these Waldenses 
professed a religious creed and observances 
differing from those of the surrounding na- 
tions, and especially of their neighbors, the 
Italians. Since they thus differed from the 
practice of the Pope’s immediate dominions, 
of course their religion was distinguished from 
that of the Church of Rome. It has been 
identified — even os it existed at a very early 
time — with the Protestant opinions of later 
days. It was thus very natural to suppose, 
as the religious rites of tho Waldenses were 
simple, and they had from time immemorial 
differed from those of Rome, that they were 
a relic of the primitive church, preserved, as 
it were, within the wall of mountains, and 
showing to after-ages what that church had 
really been before the ecclesiastics acquired 
their pomp and power. This is not a place 
for the investigation of the question as to 
whether such views are well founded. It* 
will readily be understood, however, that this - 
simple people, differing in religious tenets 
from powerful nations and ambitious mon- 
archs, were not allowed to entertain their 
peculiar views in tranquillity. In fact, it is 
too well known in history, that from genera- 
tion to generation they were oppressed and 
persecuted . One of the latest and most signal 
attacks made on them was the cause of the 
adventurous history we have now to relate. 

After the powerful intervention of Oliver 
Cromwell on the behalf of the Waldenses,. 
seconded by the good-wishes of other Euro- 
pean potentates, they appeared to be entering : 
upon a career of peace and independence.. 
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This lasted for some years ; but in 1685 they 
were, with too much justice, alarmed when 
Louis XIV. revoked the Edict of Nantes, 
which had been passed for the toleration of 
the French Protestants. The many fugitives 
who on that occasion were dispersed through- 
out Europe, carried the melancholy new's of 
the growing despotism of the great French 
monarch. .It soon became clear, that he 
would exert his power against a small body 
like the Waldenses, who assailed his pride 
by giving sympathy and protection to his 
fugitive subjects so close to his own domin- 
ions. Many threatening hints were made to 
the Duke of Savoy on the subject. He was 
told that he must either compel his subjects 
to conform to the Church of Kome, or drive 
them out of their valleys. At lost he was 
informed, thAt if he would not set himself 
heartily to this task, the King of France 
would do it himself with 14,000 men, and 
would then consider the territory a conquest, 
and take possession of it. 

Urged by this threat, which imported no 
less than a partition of his territory, the 
duke gave the Waldenses the alternative of 
submitting, or being driven forth by on armed 
force. This was not, however, destined to be 
easily accomplished. * The men of the valleys 
gave an uncompromising refusal to the pro- 
posal, and prepared for resistance. In tneir 
many series of persecutions, they had ac- 
quired a capacity lor warfare, which descended 
from generation to generation ; and their 
swords were the terror of the enemy wherever 
they appeared. They set at effectual defiance 
the feeble efforts of the ducal monarch of 
Savoy ; and he required to call in the assist- 
ance of the Frencn troops. At that period, 
owing to the stiff* and uniform system of 
campaigning which had been adopted, regu- 
lar troops never met the warlike mountaineers, 
especially on their own rough and dangerous 
ground, without suffering severely. The 
Waldenses, acting on the defensive, beat off 
their foes on both sides — the French on the 
one, and their Savoyard neighbors on the 
other: their successes were remarkable ; and, 
* earned away by the preternatural fervor 
which seems ever to have possessed them, 
they followed up their victories with ruthless 
determination, instead of seeking, by moder- 
ation, to secure for themselves terms of ac- 
commodation. 

A very strange and unaccountable result, 
however, followed these victories, and the use 
, so made of them. All at once, as if driven 
by ^ome fatality, the Waldenses, in the mo- 
ment of victory, and when they had by no 
means-shown themselves to be clement con- 
querors,’ threw down their arms, and made 
an entire submission. To account for this 
singular incident, it has been said that they 
acted -under a secret promise of pardon and 


protection, which was basely broken ; and 
the solution seems to be a probable one, 
although it is proper to say, that no sufficient 
evidence of the fact has been adduced. They 
were committed to prison in great multi- 
tudes ; but it is impossible to believe, what 
their own authorities relate, that more than 
two thirds of their grown men perished in 
dungeons. Many certainly did so ; and the 
number of the captives was much thinned, 
ere a resolution was taken to release them and 
send them out of the country. 

This resolution was adopted in consequence 
of the remonstrances of the Protestant cantons, 
and their offer to provide for the unfortunate 
Waldenses. In 1687, these set out to join 
their kind neighbors, to the number, it is 
said, of 3000. To reach their destination, it 
was necessary to cross the great chain of the 
Alps, where a few passes only, and these 
proverbially formidable, occur at distances of 
many miles. The fugitives, unacquainted 
with the route, should have had guides and a 
plentiful supply of provisions — but they had 
neither ; and the hardships they suffered 
would havo exterminated tnem, if they had 
not possessed mountain constitutions. Leav- 
ing behind them the great mass of glaciers 
and precipices, over which Mont Blanc reigns 
supreme, they descended along the lovely 
valleys, reminding them of their homes, 
which slope towards the blue waters of the 
Lake of Geneva.' Here, exhausted, atten- 
uated, and ragged — like spectres rather than 
living beings — they met a warm reception 
from their sympathizing friends. They were 
now dispersed chiefly among the towns and 
villages* of the canton of Bern, and were 
gradually introduced to the means of gaining 
a livelihood. 

But mountaineers seem to have ever a 
strong yearning after their native valleys, 
which, in peculiar circumstances, becomes 
an ungovernable passion. The feeling might 
have been less ardent had they been removed 
to some great distance from their early homes, 
and seen nothing to recall them. But every 
bright day, as they looked southwards, they 
saw, clear against the sky, as if they were in 
reality close at hand, the range of snowy 
summits among which their beloved valleys 
nestled ; they could see even the commence- 
ment of that slope downwards from the 
smooth white summit, the end of which 
rested on their own green pastures. The 
sight seems to have excited them beyond en- 
durance, and they resolved, at all hazards, to 
return. Their first attempt was discovered 
and defeated. Their second was not rnoro 
successful as to immediate results, but the 
preparations made for it were of service 
afterwards. Three of their number had been 
sent to examine the passes among the moun- 
tains, to ascertain which could be crossed 
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with least risk of detection, and to lay do<vn | 
a plan of operations for the whole body. At j 
that time there was much less habitual wan- 
dering from place to place, in any class of 
the community, than at present. Gentle- 
men did not make tours of pleasure, and 
common people did not go about seeking 
work. In fact, the latter class were in gen- 
eral slaves, who dared not leave the fields to 
which they were attached or restricted. Be- 
sides the liability of being questioned and 
examined at every city-gate, the bridges had 
each a warden, living in a tower, whose duty 
it was to look after dll suspicious wanderers. 
Commerce was the only legitimate excuse for 
travelling; and those who could not prove 
that they were merchants, were generally 
presumed, when found away from their places 
of residence, to be robbers or political spies. 
The three messengers or spies of the Wal- 
denses had thus to proceed with extreme 
caution. They succeeded in reaching the 
valleys, and acquiring a knowledge of the 
safest routes through which an expedition 
might penetrate secretly towards them. They 
were not, however, fortunate in their return. 
They were found in a wild district of the 
Tarentaisc, and arrested by the authorities as 
robbers. Some sheets of paper were found in 
their possession, whence it was inferred that 
they might be political spies ; and the sheets 
were held to the fire, in the idea that this 
would bring out writing in sympathetic ink, 
but without success. They stated that they 
were dealers in lace, and had come to that 
district, where they knew it. was made in 
abundance, to make purchases. This was 
not a very fortunate venture. An agent was 
employed to offer them lace for sale, and they 
at once agreed to give him twice what the 
article was worth — a liberality which was by 
no means appreciated. They persisted, how- 
ever, in their story ; and one of them, who 
had actually been a pedler in Languedoc, 
proved satisfactorily to a brother of the 
ellwand that he was a true man, and obtained 
his testimony in their favor. They were ulti- 
mately released, and went to their brethren 
with the information they had collected. 
The body at large resolved to mako the ven- 
ture, and managed secretly to collect hard- 
baked bread for their subsistence, and make 
other arrangements. 

The route they proposed to take was a very 
formidable one. They were to creep by night- 
journeys from their several places of abode, 
dispersed among different cantons, to Bex, as a 
general place of rendezvous ; and thence pass- 
ing the Rhone at the neighboring bridge of 
St. Maurice, they were to cross the great St. 
Bernard — a perilous route, even to those who 
have every appliance of the traveller, and are 
not afraid of pursuit. The plan, however, 
Mas nipped in the bud. Some of the Wal- 
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I denses, who had taken service in the garrison 

I of Geneva, deserting to take part in the ad- 
venture, created suspicion, and their motions 
were watched. A powerful guard was placed 
at the bridge of St. Maurice, to dispute their 
passage. In fact, their friends of the Protes- 
tant cantons, although readily affording them 
a hospitable retreat, were extremely anxious 
not to be committed by any line of conduct 
they might pursue calculated to offend the 
neighboring states. They would rather be at 
the expense of supporting the exiles among 
themselves, than be suspected of encouraging 
them in an aggressive movement. Hence, 
they not only let it be known to the Pied- 
montese government that there were suspicious 
movements among the Waldenses, but tmeed 
their proceedings, and persuaded them to 
abandon their project. About 700 of them 
found themselves on the way to the bridge, 
with the unpleasant certainty thut it oould 
not be crossed. Being near the town of 
Aigle, the bailiff, or chief-magistrate, assem- 
bled them in the church, and preached to 
them an exhortation to patience. He chose 
the text, “ Fear not little flock ^ and told 
them that they had but to bo patient, and 
abide the right time, for they were predestined 
to rotum to their boloved valleys. This kind 
magistrate gave them 200 crowns to enable 
them to return to the places they had left. 
In their own account of the affair afterwards, 
they contrasted his conduct with that of the 
town of Vevay, which not only refused to 
admit them within its walls, but to allow 
them to purchase provisions. A courageous 
and zealous widow of that town, however, at 
much risk, went forth to them, and gave 
them comfort and aid. They tell us, that 
afterwards, when the rest of Vevay was 
burned down, this widow’s house was spared 
in the general conflagration ; and of course, 
after the fashion of those times, it was im- 
possible to avoid connecting the one circum- 
stance with the other. 

The failure of this attempt brought addi- 
tional gloom over the prospects of the wan- 
derers. The very success with which they 
had conducted it so far, in making their 
arrangements, and in marching silently to a 
common centre, showed how formidable they 
could make themselves. The Duke of Savoy 
greatly increased the frontier forces,, to inter- 
cept them in any future adventure. But, 
what promised to be more calamitous, their 
friends of the Protestant cantons were strongly 
urged to abandon their cause, and were even 
tola that unless they did so they must stand 
under an accusation of having connived at 
their late attempt. The authorities of the 
cantons felt that, in the conduct of the Wal- 
denses, they had a sufficiently good excuse for 
compliance with these demands. They as- 
sumed the tone of persons who had beeu. 
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lujured by the reckless conduct of the refugees 
whom they had hospitably received ; and 
orders were issued that they should no longer 
have a shelter so near their native mountains. 
The Waldenses marched in a body through 
the town of Bern ; t and the interesting specta- 
cle of so many exiles again wandering in 
scorch of a home, drew tears from the specta- 
tors, and gave them, at least, the consolation 
of knowing that they did not depart without 
the sympathy of the peoplo who were obliged 
to cast them forth. They went first to the 
cantons of Zurich and Schaflf hausen — the 
parts of Switzerland most distant from Savoy. 
When there, however, it was intimated to 
them that they were only to have a tempo- 
rary asylum, and must seek a permanent rest- 
ing-place elsewhere. They looked to the 
neighboring dukedom of Wiirtembcrg, where 
the soil and method of cultivation m some 
measure resembled those of their own valleys ; 
but though the duke treated them with con- 
sideration, he was afraid to make arrange- 
ments for the settlement of so large a body. 
Meanwhile, their Swiss neighbors, from hints 
and intimations, proceeded to specific measures 
for getting rid of them. An arrangemont 
was made for their reception as permanent 
settlers in the distant state of Brandenburg, 
where they would be too far from their native 
valleys to be troublesome. Some of their 
number went as a deputation to inspect the 
country, but brought back an unfavorable 
account of it. While it contained no lofty 
mountains like those among which 'they had 
been reared, there was the more substantial 
disadvantage, that the soil was uniformly of 
a sterile character, and contained none of the 
rich patches of alluvium which they were 
accustomed to cultivate. Tho habits of the 
people, the method of agriculture, and many 
other characteristics of the country, were so 
displeasing to them, that they sternly refused 
the overture. It cannot be surprising that 
this fastidiousness laid them open to a charge 
of caprice. The exile who seeks a resting- 
place to be provided by the charity of his 
neighbor, should be content with the fate he 
finds awarded to others of his species. The 
Waldenses, however, wero not philosophers, 
nor did they kqpw the world ; they were full 
of prejudices, aud predilections, with which it 
wos in vain to argue. The Swiss clergy preached 
against their unreasonableness from the pul- 
pits ; and ail classes, partly by persuasion, and 
partly by threats and churlishness, tried to make 
them adopt the plan arranged for their settle- 
ment, but for a long time in vain. At length, 
a colony of 800 agreed to depart for Branden- 
burg ; and were thus separated from their 
brethren. 

Those who remained wero for the most 
part received into the Palatinate and Wurtern- 
oerg, where they obtained privileges and 


grants of land. In fact, in these territories, 
lately desolated by war, their industrious 
moral hAbits, and their knowledge of agricul- 
ture, made them valuable citizens, ft now 
seemed as if their troubles were at an end. 
One detachment was settled in distant Bran- 
denburg — the others, though nearer their 
old homes, were too far dispersed to join in 
any common movement. Again, however, 
the calamities of war drove them forth. The 
progress of the French arms threatened an 
immediate sweep of the Palatinate and its 
neighborhood by the insatiable enemies of 
the Waldenses. They were obliged to leave 
the grain they had sown to be reaped by 
other sickles, take what they could carry on 
their backs, and again seek an asylum when- 
ever they might find a friendly door opened to 
them. They could find none but among the 
Swiss, with whom they had in a manner 
uarrelled. It was not caprice, however, but 
ire necessity, which now actuated them ; 
and the generous Swiss forgot their cause of 
complaint, and reoeived the friendless wan- 
derers open-armed as before. The Waldenses 
after wants said that the approach of the 
French was providential, as it drove them to 
have recourse to tho step in which they were 
so signally successful. 

It must be mentioned that in the mean 
time their movements attracted the attention 
of the Prince of Orange, afterwards William 
III. of England. It was the great policy of 
that monarch to use every practical means for 
checking the aggrandizement of France ; and 
throughout the whole of his busy life be 
never omitted any opportunity, great or small, 
which held out a hope of contributing to this 
end. He liked the firmness of the Wiudenses, 
and thought it would be useful to the cause 
he had at heart, if their separate existence 
could be preserved as near as might be to 
their native place, which lay in that south- 
eastern direction in which French aggran- 
dizement was pressing. He sent them a 
considerable sum of money ; and it was prob- 
ably through his influence that they obtained 
similar pecuniary aid from England. They 
sent deputies to the priuce, who recommended 
tli cm to keep in a compact body. They bad 
been for a short time settled as a component 
part of the Swiss population, when the news 
of the British Revolution of 1588, which had 
elevated their friend to the thqone of a great 
empire, rung joyfully in their ears. They 
ascertained also that the Duke of Savoy had 
removed tho frontier army, established to 
prevent their return, if they should attempt 
it. New explorers, too, seut to repeat the 
former inquiries, brought them more distinct 
information about the passes. Xt was then 
they said one to another, “ Let us return to 
our valleys;” and a simultaneous feeling 
seemed to possess them, that there only 
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were they to find rest for the sole of their 
foot. 

It is now time, however, to give some 
account of the remarkable leader under whose 
guidance the scattered Waldenses were con- 
centrated and organized, and who conducted 
them through the adventurous campaign to 
be presently described. This leader was 
Henry Arnaud, one of their clergymen. It 
would not be easy to decide at the present 
day how far he was a skilful and faithful pastor, 
or to discover the extent of his learning as a 
divine. Of one thing, however, he has left 
us unquestionable evidence, and that is, of 
his skill and daring as a military leader. 
The most trustworthy authorities say that he 
was born at La Tour, in Savoy, in the year 
1641. If so, he must have been in his forty- 
ninth year when he commanded the expedi- 
tion. Inquiries have naturally been made as 
to the early history of so remarkable a man, 
but without success. It is not known at 
what time he became one of the pastors of 
the Waldenses. It is believed, and indeed 
seems almost certain, that he had some 
military training before he undertook his 
expedition ; and it has been said that he 
was a soldier under William III. while he was 
Prince of Orange — a circumstance probable, 
but not authenticated. The history we have 
noW to tell of the return of the wanderers is, 
in a manner, from Arnaud’s own lips. The 
curious old French work known to book-col- 
lectors as the Glorieuse Rentrte — the Glori- 
ous Return of the Waldenses to their Valleys 
— is generally attributed to him. The title- 
page, indeed, bears his name, apparently as 
author; but it is said by some critics that 
this is an erroneous interpretation, and that 
it is merely meant to intimate that the re- 
turn or march, of which the book gives an 
account, was conducted by Arnaud. We 
need not take any part in this inquiry. It 
may be sufficient to state that we believe 
Arnaud wrote the substance of the book, 
while it seems likely that it was touched and 
edited by some other person. It is thus, 
somewhat after the example of Ccesar s Com- 
mentaries, a history of its author’s own ex- 
ploits ; and it has all the truthfulness of its 
prototype, and more. In fact, Arnaud’s 
heroic merits are not told by himself — they 
are only to be inferred. His Glorieuse Rentrte 
is faithfully devoted to a history of the endur- 
ance and heroism of the ordinary followers, 
whether we call them army or congregation ; 
and it is only from the compact order in 
which they proceeded, their constant state 
of preparation for the strange difficulties of 
the route, and the skill with which they 
fought their enemies, that we become aware 
of the great capacity of their commander — 
a capacity which was afterwards discovered | 
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by the discernment of Marlborough, and be- 
came serviceable in the most memorable 
of his battles. 

The first object to be accomplished was the 
general assemblage of those who were to 
participate in the expedition, at some place 
well suited for making a sudden movement. 
There were several conditions necessary for 
such a spot. It must be on the way to Savoy — 
it must oe a place where they could be easily 
concealed — and yet it must be in the midst 
of population, that they might obtain pro- 
visions without becoming too conspicuous. 
The selected spot was near the town of Nyon, 
on the north bank of the Lake of Geneva, and 
about twenty miles south of Lausanne. There, 
at the period of the Revolution of 1688, a 
dense forest existed, in which above 1000 
people could conooal themselves, gathering 
their supplies from the fruitful country 
around, without exciting a degree of atten- 
tion which, by arousing the suspicion of the 
representatives of the despotic powers, might 
be fatal to their project. Of course, it was 
quite well known to the neighbors in the 
canton of Vaud that the Waldenses, whose 
history was so strange and romantic, were 
lurking in the wood of Nyon. The news 
spread, indeed, so far among the Swiss, that 
many of them sailed across the Lake of Gen- 
eva to see the adventurers — - a circumstance 
which, as we shall presently see, was of great 
| importance. But their proceedings were not 
watched solely by friends. A young gentle- 
man named Prangin, who had but lately 
acquired an estate m the canton, heard of the 
strange gathering of men in the forest, and, 
anxious to gratify his curiosity, he penetrated 
its recesses till he saw them engaged in their 
devotions, with Arnaud officiating as their 
clergyman. The young man posted to Geneva, 
to inform the French resident there of what 
he had seen ; and the resident, who apparent- 
ly knew much better how to account for the 
gathering and their forest devotions than his 
inexperienced informant, sent a despatch to 
Lyon for troops. The Waldenses, who were 
under skilful guidance, and had excellent 
information, heard of this step of the French 
resident, and knew that it would have for- 
midable consequences-. In their WTath, they 
compared the young gentleman to Judas, 
though, as he was no follower of theirs, the 
reproach was inapplicable. But they wisely 
considered that they had more serious busi- 
ness before them^than calling bam es, and they 
resolved immediately to commence the enter- 
prise for which they were assembled. 

They embarked on the night of Friday, the 
10th of August, 1689, on the Lake of Geneva. 
In doing so they were as fortunate as they 
were audacious. Some boats they had hired 
or impressed, but these were not nearly suffi- 
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cient for their purpose. The vessels, how- 
ever, of the people, who, led by curiosity 
from the other side of the lake, had come to 
inquire about the mysterious strangers in the 
forest of Nyon, were at hand, and were seized 
for the purpose of the expedition. They con- 
sidered this success, as well as many other 
Wonderful circumstances in their career, to be 
proofs of a special Providence working in their 
favor. The marvellous successes they after- 
wards achieved seem, indeed, to have been in 
some measure the result of such belief ; but 
their assemblage in the wood of Nyon, with 
the other skilful arrangements for their em- 
barkation, may be -safely attributed to the 
military sagacity of Arnaud, aided by the 
funds placed at his disposal by King William. 
In fact, the assemblage was not a complete 
one ; for about one hundred and fifty ot the 
exiles, who were upon their march from some 
of the more distant spots occupied by the 
refugees, were seized at the instance of the rep- 
resentative of Spain or of France, and marched 
as prisoners to Turin. Nor was the move- 
ment of the little' fleet of boats across the lake 
quite complete. Some boatmen, who were 
hired or impressed, escaped, and prevented a 
part of the tody from joining their comrades. 
The whole number who landed were thus con- 
siderably short of 1000. 

On his arrival at the other side of the lake 
Arnaud converted himself at once from the 
pastor into the general. To complete the 
change, he took the feudal-sounding name of 
Latour, from the place of his birth. He 
placed sentinels or detachments at the spots 
near the landing-places from which any dan- 
gerous surprise might seem probable. He 
then proceeded to arrange and officer his little 
army according to the military rules of the 
day. It consisted of three main bodies — 
van-guard, centre, and rear-guard — and was 
formed into nineteen companies, provided with 
separate captains. The object now to be ac- 
complished was to march onwards through 
routes so unfrequented that the army might 
be liable to meet nt> greater force than it could 
with prudence encounter. On the main routes 
there were great fortifications and abundant 
troops. A compromise had thus to be made 
between the natural difficulties of the route 
and the dangers from the enemy. Had they 
been peaceful travellers they would have pro- 
ceeded up the Valley of the Rhone, and crossed 
by the St. Bernard, accomplishing the journey 
through a single great pass. They found it 
necessary, however, to take the less frequented 
route by the banks of the Arve towards Sal- 
lanches. It is now well known as the ap- 
proach to Chamouni. But neither were the 
picturesque glories of this valley then known 
to the world, nor. had it been discovered that 
the vast mountain-range, which overshadows 
it, is crowned by the loftiest summit in Eu- 


rope. The scanty inhabitants of the remote 
valley of Chamouni, of course, knew the vast- 
ness and the dangerous character of the moun- 
tains around them ; but so far as the rest of 
the world was concerned, they were no better 
’known than the recesses of the Rocky Moun- 
tains in America. Thus the districts now 
swarming with tourists, would be solitary 
enough at the time of Arnaud’s march. In 
passing, however, through the lower country 
that leads to the mountains, the little army 
hod to cross much rich and fruitful soil, with 
here and there feudal castles and fortified 
towns. The country, in all probability, ex- 
cept that it is now more crowded with trav- 
ellers, has undergone little change since that 
day. It contained, perhaps, the same luxuri- 
ous gardens, full of apple and plum trees and 
spreading vines ; altogether, the small towns 
of to-day, still surrounded by their primitive 
fortifications, have a hoary appearance, which 
carries their date much further back than even 
the days of Arnaud. The soenery is beauti- 
ful; the rich garden-fields sometimes leading 
to the base of huge perpendicular limestone 
clifls, from which waterfalls, of great height, 
but of small bulk, leap into the air, and reach 
the ground in scattered showers, dispersing 
clouds of dew, tinted with ever varying rain- 
bows. But although they passed in the mid- 
dle of August, when the tourist finds these 
beauties all in their highest perfection, it 
may be easily believed that the little band had 
too many important matters in view to devote 
their thoughts to the scenery. 

In the first day's march they reached the 
bridge of Marigni. The feudal geutry and the 
peasantry, as they passed, looked at them 
with astonishment. One of the former, see- 
ing that they were peasants, and not under 
any feudal banner, rode up to the head of the 
column, and haughtily told them to throw 
down their arms. They laughed at him, and 
seized him as a hostage. As they proceeded 
a little further on, they were met by somo 
gentlemen at the head of a band of armed 
peasants. Seeing only the van-guard of the 
Waldenses, they thought themselves a suffi- 
cient force to offer resistance ; but when the 
centre came up, they discovered their mistake, 
and desired to retreat. The peasants were 
permitted to do so, but^their leaders were 
seized os hostages, and compelled to march 
in front of the army. They thus, from the 
first, adopted the singular and bold policy 
which afterwards guided their movements 
— that of keeping always within their power 
several hostages of importance, whose safety 
would be compromised by any attempt to 
interrupt them. With calculating forethought, 
they used the power thus obtained to facilitate 
their progress. They told these hostages, 
facetiously, that they were only required to 
accompany the army, to testify to its orderly 
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conduct and its honesty in paying for every- 
thing taken. They did not leave this, how- 
ever, to be attested afterwards, but made their 
hostages assist at the moment in spreading 
the desired impression. Thus having caught 
one man, as we have seen, of great local im- 
portance on their first day’s march, they made 
him write a letter, exaggerating their num- 
bers, and testifying to their moderation. 
This was sent on iu advance, and contained 
the following passage : — 

“ These people have arrived here, amount- 
ing to 2000. They have requested us to go 
along with them, that we may certify our 
opinion of their conduct, which, we are able 
to assure you, is perfectly reasonable. They 
give compensation for everything they take, 
and desire only to have a free passage. We 
therefore entreat you not to sound the tocsins 
or beat the drums ; and to dismiss any men 
who may be under arm8. ,, 

Next morning, which was Sunday, they 
reached, about ten o’clock, the ancient town 
of Cluses, the capital of Faucigny, just then 
beginning to acquire its reputation for making 
the works of watches. The inhabitants were 
warlike, and, by the grant of ancient privi- 
leges, were feudally attached to the House of 
Savoy. They manned their walls, and showed 
themselves resolved to defend their town, and 
dispute the passage. Situated os it is in the 
narrow gorge of the Arve, where the spurs 
of the Alps shoot out, it was impossible to 
pass through the valley without traversing the 
town. Not beiug possessed of cannon, it was 
impossible that the expedition should take the 
well-fortified place by assault. But here the 
influence of their system of hostages was 
brought to bear. It was given out, that, if a 
peaceful passage through the town were de- 
nied, these hostages would be put to death ; 
and men under the powerful impulses which 
influenced these Waldenses would, beyond a 
doubt, have been as good as their word. 
One of the hostages, named De Fova, sent a 
message, begging thfit the town would comply 
with the demaud, pathetically representing 
their own danger, and testifying to the peace- i 
ful and moderate conduct of the Waldenses 
when not meddled with. Three gentlemen 
came out to treat with the army, which., ac- 
cording to its usual practice, took possession 
of two of them as desirable hostages, and 
allowed the third to return to the town, ac- 
companied by one of its own officers. This 
officer was asked to show the order of march 
for the corps according to the practice in 
regular armies ; but he haughtily answered, 
that the Waldenses carried it on the points 
of their swords. The permission to pass 
through the town was now granted. Arnaud 
posted his own sentinels at the gate of exit, 
to prevent treachery, and while the people 
lined the main street on either side, the little 


army defiled through. When they came out 
at the further extremity, a young gentleman 
of the district, called La Rochette, courteously 
asked the officers to dine with him. They 
were not dining-men, but they contrived to 
extract hospitality from him on a more ex- 
tended scale. Keeping him in conversation 
till. they had advanced some distance beyond 
the town, they took him into custody, and 
told him he could only obtain his freedom on 
condition of a cask of wine and five hundred- 
weights of bread being sent to the army with- 
in half an hour. Young La Rochette wrote 
to his father, and the demand was immediately 
complied with. Arnaud says he gave ample 
compensation for what he thus obtained, but 
of course the amount would be of his own 
fixing. 

The position of the little troop was now ex- 
tremely critical. Though still among the 
inhabited districts, through which there was 
every risk that information of their expedition 
would be carried onwards, they were now en- 
tering narrow defiles where a petty force well 
arranged could annihilate them. Through the 
bottom of the valley rushes the deep, unford- 
able Arve, that glacier torrent which issues 
full-born from the very bosom of Mont Blanc. 
Swollen with recent rain, it sometimes over- 
flowed the narrow road, which ran at the foot 
of lofty precipices, sometimes overhanging it. 
The great anxiety of the leader, at this juncture, 
was to intercept any possible warning to the 
next town, Sallanches, which might have the 
effect of drawing out an intercepting party. 
They saw some children running in the direc- 
tion ofSallanches, and, fearing that the errand 
might be to give information, they turned the 
urchins back. They discovered that a servant 
in the employment of one of their hostages 
had insinuated himself among their ranks ; 
and having searched him, they found letters 
addressed to the. chief persons of Sallanches, 
desiring them to attack the expedition in front, 
while the citizens of Cluses fell upon it in 
the rear. 

Having taken possession of one or two' more 
hostages, they came to a critical part of the 
march — the approach to Sallanches. Here 
they must cross a fortified bridge, with or 
without a permission. Their hostages hod 
now reached the considerable number of twen- 
ty; all men of importance in the district. 
The army was divided into platoons, to force 
the bridge, and in the oentre of one of them, 
kept in reserve, stood the hostages. Six of 
the principal persons of the place approached 
to parley, ana, according to the established 
practice, were seized. Two of them, however, 
were sent back, to offer the citizens half an 
hour to make up their minds. It was again 
intimated that the hostages would be put to 
death, and they were prompted to urge 
strongly their desperate condition, by the ap- 
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pearance of 600 men turning out to guard the 
bridge. Matter^ now grew serious. If an 
actual conflict occurred, the hostages would 
be slain beyond a doubt. Arnaud and his men 
were beginning to have a confidence in their 
predestined success, and treated all opposition 
with scorn. An incident in which the chief 
showed, by his own account, somewhat ques.- 
tionable morality, now occurred. Two friars 
came to say, that if the hostages already in 
custody were given up, two eminent men of 
the city would be given in their stead. Ar- 
naud avows that he encouraged the proposi- 
tion, not with the least intention of giving up 
their valuable body of hostages, but that he 
might seduce the two eminent men of the city 
into his ranks, and take possession of them. 
When they made their appearance, they were 
at once detected, by the quick-sighted Arnaud, 
not to be by any means men of condition, but 
very humble citizens, one of them not having 
succeeded in concealing the indications of his 
occupation as a miller. Arnaud, while glory- 
ing in the cleverness of the much deeper trick 
which he himself designed to play, expressed 
himself in terms of the highest indignation at 
the treachery and dishonesty of this act. In 
his wrath, he resolved to seize the friars, to 
make the hostages up to the expected value. 
These brothers becoming alarmed at the state 
of affairs, took to their heels, and an amusing 
scene was afforded by their pursuit and cap- 
ture. These were the most valuable hostages 
they had yet caught ; for when any of the 
Savoyard peasantry offered resistance, the 
friars, threatened with instant death if any 
violence were committed, prayed most lustily 
that the expedition might be allowed to 
proceed in safety. The troops now marched 
forward. No attempt was made to hold the 
bridge, but the armed citizens of Sallanches 
being drawn up on either side of the road, the 
Waldenses marched between them. They 
proceeded onwards to a village called Cablan, 
where they slept, after a fatiguing day’s march . 

They had now passed the open and more 
populous country, and had to encounter the 
new dangers of the passes of the Alps ; dan- 
gers such as modern travellers can only faintly 
conceive, by supposing themselves under the 
necessity of climbing the precipices, instead 
of following the paths out through them. On 
the lower slopes of these mountains the 
traveller at this day passes in clusters the 
chalets , or cottages, or those who keep cows 
and goats. Their strange blackness makes 
them look like so many hearses, or like the 
pictures one sees of a gfouth-sga maori. The 
roofs stretch over the walls, like great 
blaok bonnets, and huge stones are fastened 
on them, to prevent them from being carried 
off by the mountain tempests. Some of the 
beams of these buildings bear old quaint in- 
scriptions, and they have in general so an- 


tique an air, that one might imagine them to 
be the same that witnessed the passage of 
Arnaud and his band. Coming to some of 
these chalets, the fatigued adventurers re- 
freshed themselves with milk and cheese, for 
which, their historian vouches, they would 
have paid, had they found any one authorized 
to receive the money. The first very high 
gronnd they had to pass was the Haute- Luce ; 
and this being covered with mist at the time, 
they maintained that it was so for the pur- 
pose of concealing their route from their ene- 
mies, and they bore the cold and the danger 
to which it exposed them with heroism. The 
pass was at that time without any track, and 
could only be threaded by the aid of an ex- 
perienced guide. A carriage-road over it 
was recently projected, for the convenience 
of tourists — who have hore many fine views 
of Mont Blanc and the surrounding scenery 
— and this has perhaps ere now been finished. 
The guide they first obtained blundered, 
wandered in the mist ; and they then sent a 
detachment to bring up some peasants to act 
in that capacity. They, too, adopted circuit- 
ous paths, and their good faith seemed ques- 
tionable. Arnaud, however, who never hes- 
itated at a strong measure, assured them 
that if they did not act fairly, he would at 
once hang them. After having, with great 
fatigue and risk, passed the ridge of the hill, 
they came to a narrow upland valley, where, 
darkness descending, they had to pass the 
night in the cold and rain. There stood in 
the valley a few shepherds’ huts, and, hav- 
ing only the choice of seeking their scanty 
shelter, or pulling them down for firewood, 
and sleeping in the open air, they chose the 
latter.* The valleys here are extremely 
narrow ; and they thus look so deep, that it 
might be thought it were scarcely possible for 
the sun to reach them. One pities the scanty 
population whose lot is cast in such a place. 
The tourists who penetrate thither are the 
young, strong, and adventurous ; for it 
generally demands a considerable amount of 
exertion to get at them. But the adventure 
is extremely interesting, since it brings one 
in a few hours to the two extremes, as it were, 
of human existence ; warmth, verdure, plum- 
trees loaded with fruit, vines, and handsome, 
comfortable inns, are left behind, and in a 
few hours the adventurer is among stones 
and ice, a cold, misty, stormy sky, and a 
people little further advanced in civilization 
and enjoyment than the inhabitants of Kamt- 
sebatka. The people of the valleys have im- 

* The hamlet is called, in the Rentree y St. Nich- 
olas de Verose ; bat Mr. Brockedon, the author 
of the Passes of the Alps , who traced the journey 
of the Waldenses, post by post, says there is pre- 
cisely such a desolate valley near the pass, but 
that St. Nicholas de Verose is a pleasantly-situated 
town farther down the valley. 
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proved with the general civilization of Europe ; 
those of the upper glens or alps ore probably, 
unless where the district is much frequented 
by tourists, little different from what they 
were in the days of Arnaud. 

The journey of the adventurers on the fourth 
day lay over another difficult pass, which has 
received the name of the Coldu Bon Homme, 
or Pass of the Good Man, from a benevolent 
person who built a refuge there for belated 
travellers. This pass is well known to tourists 
of the present day. As it has always been 
somewhat conspicuous as one of the secondary 
passages through the Alps, the Wuldenses 
expected to be attacked before they left it. 
In fact, they saw a line of rude mountain- 
forts, which had been built for the very pur- 
pose of opposing their return ; but the gov- 
ernment, ceasing to expect such an attempt, 
hod some time previously withdrawn the 
troops. The Walaenses, however, trusting to 
their destiny, advanced to storm them ; and 
they seem, indeed, to have been rather disap- 
pointed at finding only empty walls. As 
they descended towards the valleys, lying 
between two severed chains of the Alps, they 
saw a band of armed peasants prepared to 
resist them. The place had soveral small 
villages ; and as their approach was rumored, 
every steeple sent forth an alarm-peal. They 
found a bridge over the Isere barricaded with 
trees and beams, and preparations made for 
resistance. The resolute aspect of the little 
army, however, intimidated the people, and 
they removed the obstruction with all haste. 
Here the expedition made an addition to their 
stock of hostages, in the persons of two priests. 
The seignior of the Valley of Isere, knowing 
their desire to get possession of people of 1 1 is 
class, put spurs to his horse, and narrowly 
escaped. This practice of seizing hostages 
had indeed become a subject of jocularity with 
those who suffered from it. The hostages 
used to say to Arnaud, when they saw a 
person of apparent consequence : “ There, 
now, wafine bird for your cage.” On their 
fifth day, the army performed a feat in the 
kidnapping department which looks somewhat 
harsh. In the little town of St. Foy they re- 
ceived a warm and hospitable reception, the 
people expressing admiration of their courage 
and perseverance. Some of the neighboring 
gentry asked the wanderers to sojourn fur 
awhile among them, to recruit their strength. 
Many of the Boldiers were desirous of yielding 
to this tempting offer ; but Arnaud, so far 
from permitting a halt, seized the hospitable 
individuals us hostages, saying, he had no 
doubt their proffered kindness covered some 
wicked plot. Arriving on the sixth day at 
the little town of Tighes, they remembered 
that here their spies had suffered the deten- 
tion and annoyance already mentioned. They 
named a certain sum of money, which they 


said had been taken from the spies, demand- 
ing repayment; and it v&s not for the in- 
habitants to deny the accuracy of the charge. 
On receiving the sum, the invaders made a 
selection from the principal citizens, and con- 
ferred on two priests and an advocate the 
distinction of being transferred ta their cage. 
They next proceeded to Bessans, where they 
described tne conduct, of the inhabitants as so 
insulting, that they were absolutely forced, 
for the vindioation of their honor, to carry off 
some mules, the curd, the chamberlain, and 
six other persons. On the seventh day, they 
ascended t he well-known pass of Mont Cenis, 
now traversed by one of Napoleon's mag- 
nificent roads, but then only boasting a inule- 
track, if it could be said to have a path at all. 
Before ascending the mountain, the Waldonses 
took much credit for dismissing one of their 
clerical hostages, who was so old and fat that 
it would have been extremely difficult to drag 
him up the ascent. The traveller of the 
present day associates Mont Cenis with some 
great fortifications, an easy ascent, grand 
views, and a capital inn. “ The lake, says 
Mr. Brockedon, in his Passes of the Alps, “ is 
celebrated for the delicious trout which it 
yields ; and not only with these are the 
travellers on the Cenis abundantly provided, 
but with excellent wines, bread, and meat ; 
and the intercourse with the plains of Pied- 
mont is so constant, that fruits, fresh and 
delicious, are found at the inn. Game, too, in 
season is rarely wanting to the traveller’s 
repast on the Conis,* particularly in August, 
when great quantities of grouse are taken on 
the surrounding mountains.*’ 

Even at that time, however, being p fron- 
tier pass between Savoy on the one hand, and 
France and Switzerland on the other, there 
was a post or guard-house at Mont Cenis ; 
and the expedition, therefore, might expect to 
be attacked, or, at all events, to have news 
of their march sent onward through the coun- 
try. To prevent the latter misfortune, they 
sent forward a detachment, who seized all thie 
horses at the post. Returning, they met a 
train of mules carrying baggage, of which 
the party took possession. This was found 
to be the baggage of Cardinal Angelo R&- 
nuzzi, papal legate to France, who was on his 
return to Rome. Arnaud boasted that he 
compelled the party to restore the seizure — 
all hut a watch, of curious construction, which 
was somehow lost sight of. But they re- 
tained something else of a far more valuable 
character — the cardinal's private papers, 
which one is not able to believe were kept 
through mere inadvertence. These opened 
up many state secrets, which no doubt could 
be turned to account by Arnaud or his pat- 
ron, William III. The loss to the cardinal 
was very serious ; it is said that the publica- 
tion of some matters found in these papeig 
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revented him from being raised to the pope- 
om ; and he soofl afterwards died, lamenting 
with his latest breath the loss of his papers. 
It was at this part of their journey, when 
they were in a manner in sight of home, that 
the wanderers were subject to the greatest 
dangers and hardships. In these high re- 
gions, snow-storms often occur, even in the 
month of August. These are an object of the 
deepest solicitude to the traveller, for they 
not only overwhelm him in the fearful whirl 
of icy particles driven before the wind, but 
immediately obliterate his path, covering every- 
thing — rocks, glaciers, and morasses — with 
one uniform deep veil of white. The expedi- 
tion does not appear to have actually enc^oun- 
tered one of these hurricanes or tourmenles , as 
they are termed, but they found the ground 
covered with the fresh snow which had been 
left by a storm just over ; and, either from 
design or inability to find the path so ob- 
scured, their guide led them astray. A 
portion of the band, overcome with fatigue, 
fell back, and spent a fearful night among the 
woods which border the ascent. The rest 
arrived in the valley, and were able to recruit 
themselves by the side of some camp-fires. 

They had now travelled for eight days, 
and, without firing a shot, or meeting with 
serious resistance, almost reached their desti- 
nation. Their hardships from the ruggedness 
and difficulty of the country might be said to 
be over, while those from the enemy had yet 
to begin. They took the direction of Chau- 
mont, above Jura, and learning that the 
peasants, aided by a French force, were try- 
ing to make the nalrrow Valley of the Jaillon 
impassable, by rolling stones down the bank, 
the van-guard was ordered to advance. They 
sent forward one of their captains, accom- 
panied by two of their priest-hostages, to 
negotiate. Here they were paid somewhat 
in their own coin, for the priests made their 
escape, and the captain was seized and bound. 
It was impossible to storm this pass, and the 
only method of gaining their end, was to 
climb the rugged side of the hill, and out- 
flank the enemy. They accomplished this 
difficult operation under the cover of their 
marksmen ; but the fatigue was so dreadful 
to the hostages, who were compelled to 
scramble on, that some of them prayed to be 
put to death. When the main band halted, 
after this affair, and made a muster, they 
found their number greatly weakened, from 
losses by death and capture. 

As they approachea the Touliers, an off- 
shoot where they had an ascent to make, 
they found 200 men drawn up, as if to dis- 
pute the passage. Their commandant, how- 
ever, said, that if the Waldenses would take 
a route higher up the hill, and would not 
insist on forcing a passage through his post, 
he would not go out of his way to molest 


them They observed, however, on adopting 
this arrangement, that the troops crept after 
them, and from various hints which they re- 
ceived, suspected that they were to be attacked 
in front and rear. The place chosen for an at- 
tempt effectually and conclusively to defeat 
their enterprise, was the bridge over the Dora, 
in the Valley of Salabertrand. When they had 
come within a mile and a half of this point, 
they counted thirty-six camp-fires, and saw that 
they must prepare to meet a formidable force. 
In fact, if we may believe the Waldensian state- 
ment, there were placed to defend the bridge 
2500 picked French troops, well entrenched ; 
while they themselves, reduced to some 600 or 
700 men, were exhausted with fatigue and 
privation. They were received by a general 
fusilade, which passed almost harmless, from 
Arnaud ordering his men to fall on their 
faces. It is impossible to obtain a more dis- 
tinct impression of what followed, than that 
the Waldenses, rushing on, gained an imme- 
diate advantage over the enemy, and, after 
two hours of hard fighting, obtained a com- 
plete victory, with the loss of only thirteen 
men. There was a fearful slaughter, not only 
during the contest, but afterwards. When 
they were tired with killing, and it appeared 
that the enemy were either slain or fled, a 
discovery was made that some of them had 
mixed themselves up with the victors. Those 
who did so must have been peasants, not 
French soldiers, otherwise their uniform would 
have betrayed them. It was determined to 
give these refugees no quarter. The pass- 
word of the day was “ Angrogna,” but the 
strangers had not picked it up correctly, and 
generally to the qui vive they answered some- 
thing like “ Grogne.” The effect of any im- 
perfection in the pronunciation was always 
fatal, and in this manner 200 were killed. 
One would have thought that the policy of 
this small body, surrounded by a host of en- 
emies, who must, in the end, be able to over- 
whelm them, would have been one of mercy 
and generosity to the vanquished, as founding 
a claim of reasonable treatment for them- 
selves. But their victory at Salabertrand was 
but the commencement of a career of re- 
morseless cruelty. They saw in it the direct 
interposition of Providence, and believed 
themselves, like the Jews of old, in the spec- 
ial hands of the Almighty, who was sending 
them with the sword to lay on and spare not 
— to smite the Amalekites hip ana thigh. 
It is a sad thing to remark, how often this 
ferocious spirit appears to have overtaken 
men who professed to be struggling for Chris- 
tian liberty. The apologists of the Waldenses 
have said that they had no means of keeping 
prisoners, and that it was necessary to put 
every enemy they met to death, to prevent 
the news of their approach from being carried 
forward. But if such a necessity were any 
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justification of these savage slaughters, it had 
no foundation in fact. Though they slew all 
who fell into their power, they could not kill 
all who saw them, and the news of their 
inarch must have spread all the more rapidly 
and alarmingly from the cruelties with which 
it was accompanied. 

This battle produced to the victors an im- 
mense booty, the most valuable part of which 
*was a supply of arms and ammunition far 
beyond their requirements. Thirteen chests 
were broken up ; and the hardy mountaineers, 
whose wardrobes were, it may well be believed, 
attenuated enough, now paraded in French 
military finery. But they were not to be 
tempted, according to the general practice of 
peasant victors, to submit themselves to easy 
luxury, and enjoy their spoil. Their com- 
mander appears to have allowed them no rest. 
That night they left the battle-field, and 
climbed the hill of Sci, which hangs over it, 
by moonlight. Many of them dropped down 
in the way from fatigue ; but when the sun 
rose next morning, which was Sunday, the 
main body from the top of the hill looked 
almost down into the valleys which they had 
been so ardently struggling to regain. The 
time and place well suiting, a great thanks- 
giving was held, and the little army performed 
its religious services, as it fought and marched, 
under the leadership of the warlike pastor. 
When they descended into the valleys beyond, 
they found themselves in a mixed population, 
partly Roman Catholic, and partly their own 
Rrotestant brethren. The priests of the 
former fled, and hid themselves a prudent 
resolution ; for the Waldenses, flushed with 
victory, were not to be safely encountered. 
They complained that their brethren received 
them with much more caution and less cordial 
hospitality than they had expected ; but they 
were only in what had been originally a thin 
outskirt of the Protestant population, which 
had, owing to late events, relapsed in a great 
measure into Catholicism. Next day, they 
had but a short evening-journey, having 
rested during the greater part of the forenoon. 
When they reached the foot of the Col du Pis, 
they found it occupied by a body of Savoyard 
troops, who, on their approach, took to 
flight, for they had now established for them- 
selves a reputation of terror. Eight of the 
Savoyard guard afterwards approached too 
close to the adventurers, and were seized. 
They were told to pray before being shot ; and 
the historian of the enterprise remarks that 
they did not seem to know how to do so — 
probably they were overcome with confusion 
at their stem and sudden doom. Next day, 
forty-six soldiers were seized, and shot on the 
bridge of the Balsille. The adventurers now 
found it necessary, however, to be cautious 
and discriminating in their executions, lest 
they should kill any of their own people. 
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They allowed some to escape, whose faith 
was dubious, to avoid this risk ; but they seem 
always to have put Roman Catholics to death, 
having a special enmity against those of them 
who had renounced their own faith. They 
did not admit tho claims of sex to mercy, and 
near the convent of Angrogna, shot two peas- 
ant women. On Wednesday, the 28tn of 
August, the twelfth day of their strange 
march, they entered one of their own valleys 
at Pralis. Here they found a Catholic church, 
which hod been built since their expulsion, 
and burned it ; but they had the satisfaction 
of finding their old parish church still stand- 
ing. They removed the altar and other fur- 
niture of tho Roman Catholic service, and 
sung the seventy-fourth Psalm. Arnaud 
raised for himself at the door a pulpit, from 
which he could be heard both from within 
and from without, and preached to his en- 
thusiastic army from the 120 th Psalm : “ Ma- 
ny a time have they fought against me from 
my youth up.” * 

Thus, by a succession of events, .which ap- 
peared in their own eyes miraculous, the little 
band had fought their way to what they 
counted their own possessions in the very 
heart of a hostile country. The whole conti- 
nent of Europe, indeed, with the exception 
of the Swiss cantons and distant Holland, 
might be counted their enemies. Seeming to 
deem themselves totally irresponsible to man, 
they had shown no compunction or concilia- 
tion, but had acted like a force of overwhelm- 
ing strength when its passions are let loose 
on a powerless enemy. With such a hoard 
of vengeance laid up m store against them, it 
was hopeless to attempt to escape. In no 
history have we any account of men who seein 
in the position of being more certainly doomed 
to destruction, than the handful who had thus 
forced themselves into the midst of their ene- 
mies. Nor, even if they should -succeed for 
awhile in defending themselves in rugged, 
inaccessible places from the vast forces which 
Franc© and Savoy would pour upon them, 
could they be the nearer a solution of their 
difficulty. Their project was, to live in peace 
again in their valleys with their wives and 
children, enjoying their own religion. Nothing 
could seem more hopeless than the accom- 
plishment of this end through the methods 
adopted by them. We hear nothing of the 
existing position of the widows and children 
— they must have been left behind, living on 
the bounty of those Swiss who had so hos- 
pitably entertained their husbands and fath- 
ers. Men, and these of the hardiest and most 
fearless nature, could alone march in the 
expedition. But if they had expected any 
better fate than that of leaving their blood in 
their beloved valleys, they must have looked 
forward to the necessity of bringing their 
families after them ; and to accomplish this, 
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they must have fought so successfully as to be 
in the condition of demanding an honorable 
peace. What was the actual event, we shall 
presently see; but on their coming to the 
successful termination of their frightful march, 
nothing could seem more hopeless than their 
position. They seemed, however, never to view 
it in this common-sense light. They had a pre- 
destinarian light of their own, through which 
they 8a w their fate, and they fought on like men 
actually expecting to conquer with the edge of 
the 8 word a quiet settlement in the heart of 
their enemies. On the thirteenth day of their 
campaign, they saw a body of Savoyard soldiers 
posted advantageously on the Col du Julier. 
The advanced posts called out to the Walden- 
ses : “ Come on, limbs of the devil ! We are 
three thousand strong !” This was probably 
a great exaggeration ; but it was all one to 
these childreu of destiny how many the enemy 
were. On they rushed — the soldiers aban- 
doned their posts, and retreated. There was 
the usual slaughter of prisoners, and again a 
rich booty fell into the hands of the victors. 
They lost in this affair just one man, com- 
memorated by name as Joshua Mundon of 
Luzern. The retreating enemy took refuge 
partly in the convent of Villar, partly in the 
town of Bobi. The latter post was seized by 
assault; the soldiers who did not escape 
were put to death ; and the inhabitants, 
wisely dreading such masters, left their prop- 
erty behind them, and fled. At the com- 
mencement of their career the Waldenses 
had been very moderate and just in their 
treatment of property ; but now a total change 
had come over them, and they pillaged the 
town with the expertness and avidity of prac- 
tised soldiers. Though the shooting of the 
prisoners was always deemed a good act, and 
was done by regulation, the pillage was not 
thus sanctioned. Arnaud ana his immediate 
staff, however devotod they may have been to 
the religious opinions of their brethren, knew 
that correct discipline was a paramount ne- 
cessity in such a force. Like all remarkable 
commanders, he showed his capacity for 
meeting the enemy by his ability to over- 
come the lawless propensities of his own 
followers. lie saw in the sack of Bobi that 
they were becoming licentious from success 
ana abundance of booty, and he appointed a 
new rule of discipline, which was sanctioned 
by an oath. The Waldenses took this oath 
with ail the Btern enthusiasm of their charac- 
ter. It required that none of them, who might 
be worsted in straggling parties, should treat 
with their enemies of the French or Piedmont- 
ese government without the concurrence of 
the rest ; all should act together, and none 
were to buy safety, or any other advantage, 
at the cost or risk of their brethren. In this 
oath, they swore to be entirely obedient to 
their officers, putting at their disposal all 


E risoners and plunder. They agreed, under 
eavy penalties, to abstain from rifling os 
searching the dead, wounded, or prisoners, 
whether during battle or afterwards, leaving 
the task to selected and accountable officers. 
The officers had two different duties charac- 
teristically imposed on them : the one to see 
that all the men under them were well ap- 
pointed in arms and ammunition ; the other, 
to suppress every symptom of blasphemy or 
profanity. One is reminded in this of Oliver 
Cromwell's Ironsides, with their correct dis- 
cipline and equally systematic devotion ; and 
it is worth remembering, that it was through 
the vigorous and commanding councils of 
Cromwell that this little body of Waldenses 
was allowed to retain its existence. They 
seem to have adhered to the traditions of 
their mighty friend. The oath concluded 
with a solemn engagement to rescue the 
brethren from the cruel Babylon, and reestab- 
lish the Saviour *8 kingdom — striving for that 
end unto death. 

The journal of their proceedings still goes 
on with the same regularity, but it does not 
possess the same interest os when they ad- 
vanced day by day nearer to their destination. 
It is for some time a chronicle of skirmishes 
and common-pluoe military incidents, with 
little variety. The very success of the Wal- 
densian band becomes irksome. They never 
meet an enemy, but to be victorious ; and yet, 
until the singular climax of their history ar- 
rives, they never seem nearer to the secure 
rest they are in search of. In this somewhat 
monotonous routine, however, some incidents 
are characteristic and amusing. The pro- 
pensity for taking hostages still remained. 
On one occasion, however, it was adapted to 
a very serviceable purpose. Two of their 
number, who had some medical skill, having 
been lost at an early period of the expedition, 
they felt extremely the want of medical as- 
sistance for their sick and wounded, and set 
about remedying the deficiency in their usual 
abrupt and practical manner. In fact, they 
stole a surgeon from the enemy ! The poor 
man, knowing well the fate of so many who 
had fallen into the hands of these fighting 
zealots, was naturally in great alarm ; but 
they soon put him at his ease, and made him 
feel that he was far too valuable a person to 
be hastily destroyed. 

Another incident in their desultory opera- 
tions at this period is curious. In a slight 
skirmish, where a detachment had to meet on 
a road a superior number of the enemy, they 
kept themselves under cover by rolling casks 
before them. In a wine-country, these of 
course were abundant ; and it is not difficult 
to suppose that, in a petty skirmish, where 
there was no cannon, they might form a sort 
of movable fortification. 

A kind of exceptional incident in this war 
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was the siege of Villar, the convent to which the fortress of the Balsille — of the siege of 
a portion of the Savoyard troops hod retreated, which we shall presently have to give an ac- 
It was strong, and not to be easily stormed, count — the little scattered force seemed each # 
l'he garrison, however, was known to be short day and hour on the verge of annihilation, 
of provisions ; and the Waldenses, whose yet alternating this state with extraordinary 
feats in general were accomplished by head- victories and successes of all kinds. On the 
long valor, varied their system by trying a day when a fair was held in the town of 
blockade. And thus, in the midst of an en- Perouse, the assembled peasants were startled 
emy ? 8 country, and with the finest troops in by a party of the Waldenses rushing into the 
the world at no great distance, and likely midst of them, with a group of prisoners 
every moment to sweep them away as with a whom they had just captured in one of their 
whirlwind, they set deliberately about that skirmishes. Finding that two of these were 
operation which is only conducted by great renegades of the deepest dye — having, in- 
armies, conscious of security in their own deed, served as guides to their enemy, the 
overwhelming strength, and patient accord- Marquis de Parelle — they resolved to make 
ingly. Two or three efibrts were made to them the victims of a remarkable tragedy for 
raise the siege — always baffled by the vigi- the benefit of the surrounding rustics. A 
lant and fortunate Waldenses. When at- gibbet being erected, one of these prisoners 
tempts were made to throw provisions into was compelled to hang the other, and was then 
the monastery, they were of course seized ; himself shot. It is not surprising that, us the 
and very welcome they were, for the besiegers narrative states, the market-people got alarmed, 
were subject to privations worse even than and scampered home to their cottages, 
those of the besieged ; we hear of their feed- It has been mentioned that the three pric- 
ing on bruised chestnuts and on apples, in cipal valleys or straths of the Wuldenpes were 
extremely small quantities. Yet they seem St. Martin, Luzern, and La Perouse, terri- 
never to have lost heart or confidence ; and tories extremely fertile and valuable. Until 
the escape of the garrison of the monastery, repossessed of them the exiles had not ac- 
who had seemed to be delivered into their complished the object of their campaign ; but 
hands, was a worse mortification to them than how was it possible that this could be accom- 
their privations. In their extremities of need, plished? Although it might be possible to 
however, the most unaccountable accidents hold the fastnesses of tho mountains against 
supplied their wants. At one time thfty the French and Savoyard armies — which 
stumble on a mule laden with provisions ; now, according to the Waldcnsian accounts, 
at another, a cask of wine is found on the amounted to 22,000 men — was it to be 
road, abandoned by its guardians, terrified dreamed of that they could occupy an in- 
by their approach. Such were their capri- defensible and fruitful country in the face of 
Clous supplies, appearing to their eyes as if such a force ? Events, however, tended again , 
laid down for tneir use, like manna, by the in the midst of their dangers and calamities, 
direct interposition of Providence. They still, to make them believe themselves a chosen 
however, were sadly attenuated, from the people destinied for success. The Marquis de 
want of regular provisions ; and if they had Parelle having, towards the end of autumn, 
hod the slightest fear that the arm of flesh thought fit to concentrate his forces in the 
could injure them, they must have been Valley of Perouse, left that of St. Martin so 
startled by the fact that there they were, open, that the Waldenses, scanty as were 
about 600 men, with the armies of France their numbers, took possession of it. They 
and Savoy closing round them. They recon- now drafted off a portion of their force to act 
noitred a strong fort at Perrier, with a gar- ^as flying detachments among the surrounding 
rison of 150 men, and took credit for their rocks; and these hardy marksmen had be- 
abstinent prudence in not attempting to storm come so expert in guerilla warfare, that they 
it. It was on the 7th of September, or the rendered the valley for weeks inaccessible to 
twenty-second day of their campaign, that the occasional bodies of the enemy’s troops 
they abandoned this enterprise; two days sent against them, and gained many signal 
later, they achieved a most gratifying and victories. Thus a portion of them were kept 
profitable capture : it consisted of 180 sheep ; in literally peaceful possession of this fruitful 
and they ate their mutton with the greater valley for a whole month. Of course, the 
relish, that it belonged to two rich mhab- value of such a brief possession depended very 
itants of their valleys, who had deserted their much on the particular month to which it 
faith. The sheep were obtained by special extended. In winter, or in seed-time, it 
marauding expeditions, which seem to have would have been of small advantage ; but it 
really hod at heart the punishment of the was the choice month of the year — the har- 
apostates, as much as the supply of food for vest month. The peaceful detachment oc- 
the famishing troops. cupied themselves with untiring energy in 

From this time until the latter end of Oc- reaping the harvest of corn, grapes, apples, 
tober, when the few who survived occupied and nuts, with which the valley was rich, and 
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the produce was removed to the recesses of 
the mountains with corresponding celerity. 

• When they had finished tneir labors, there 
appeared on the heights above the village of 
Rodoret a French force, with which it was 
vain to contend, and the occupants of the 
fruitful valley were again wanderers. They 
retreated silently by night, however, and 
managed to leave behind them considerable 
field-works, and a general appearance as if 
the place was occupied, and likely to be bit- 
terly defended ; a state of circumstances well 
calculated to make all who had had experience 
of their obstinacy halt before attacking them. 
The Marquis do Parelle was so deliberate in 
his operations, that they were far away, and 
beyond all immediate traces, ere he detected 
their absence. When he approached, grad- 
ually and cautiously, the formidable camp, he 
found there abundance of provisions, and the 
vestiges of luxurious living; it looked as if 
the feasters had just left it, but they were far 
away in storm and darkness. 

The long nights had now set in, and the 
cold of winter was advancing into those lofty 
regions, bringing to the adventurers new perils 
and hardships. Their escape from the Valley 
of St. Martin was one of the most wonderful 
in their career. They had to pass in utter 
darkness through a w ild country of precipice, 
torrent, and snow. Their guides wore a sort 
of cape of pure white linen, that their motions 
might be distinguishable in the darkness ; 
and for a considerable distance, on more than 
one occasion, all had to creep on their hands 
and knees. 

It was clear that the guerilla warfare 
among the rocks and forests could not be 
carried out in winter, and that the occupation 
of any of the valleys was hopeless. How, 
then, were the diminished troops — they now 
amounted to only 400 — to find quarters? 
At an early period of the campaign their 
vigilant leader had directed his attention to a 
post which seems to have been traditionally 
known as a natural fortification. It was a 
conical rocky mountain, called the Balsille, 
standing near the modem fortress of Fenes- 
trelle, which guards the approach to Pied- 
mont, and is thus near the road to Pignerol 
by the Col de Sestriers, sometimes used by 
travellers between France and Italy. By an 
admirable feat of generalship, Arnaud concen- 
trated his poor scattered forces on this spot; 
and through the carelessness of the multitu- 
dinous enemy, this operation, now of vital 
necessity to the indomitable remnant, was ac- 
complished with hardly any casualties. 

Here they fortified themselves systematical- 
ly and very ingeniously, making such ar- 
rangements as showed it to be evidently their 
design to hold out to the last, and die, if 
needful, at their posts. To make for their 
winter accommodation dwelling-places proof 


against cannon and muBket shot, they cut 
them like caverns into the side of the moun- 
tain. They dug trenches, and made corre- 
sponding embankments, seventeen in all, to be 
defended one after the other, so that the enemy 
would have to gain them in succession before 
being masters of the rock. This was the 
kind of fortification adopted by the early Euro- 
pean nations, os we may distinctly see from 
the many hill-forts still remaining. They 
were generally erected on conical, regular- 
shaped hills, where there were few inequali- 
ties to enable an enemy to approach under 
cover ; and the Balsille was of the same char- 
acter, although vastly more lofty and precip- 
itous than the eminences on which such re- 
mains are generally found. They had store- 
rooms for provisions, and an outwork to 
protect them in ravaging the country. There 
was an old mill within tneir line of defences, 
hut the under-stone had been removed. One 
of them, however, remembered vchero it was 
hidden some years before, and they were thus 
enabled conveniently to grind their grain. 
The two armies, French and Piedmontese, 
seem to have early resigned the idea of atr 
tacking this fortalice until the ensuing spring ; 
and after an inspection and attack ou the out- 
posts, they drew off, telling the garrison to 
expect them at Easter. The commanders, how- 
ever, were much provoked at finding them- 
sefves unable to protect their friends from the 
marauding excursions of the holders of the 
Balsille. These were carried on very sys- 
tematically, and were tho means of effectually 
victualling the garrison. They made their 
arrangements so judiciously and cautiously, 
that they always alighted where they were 
least expected ; and, like the Highland rievers 
of old, had the grain or the animals removed 
to their stronghold before the enemy could 
collect their forces to intercept them. They 
attributed it to a providential intervention, 
that an early winter had overtaken the grain 
still in some upland fields ; so that when tho 
snow thawed in spring, they found it not utterly 
destroyed, and more accessible than K it had 
been stored away. Besides their arrange- 
ments for procuring provision, they seem also 
to have preserved a well-organized correspond- 
ence with their friends. They received 
many letters, the tendency of which generally 
was an attempt to convince them of the hope- 
lessness of their struggle ; but they had a 
trust in their destiny, and would not yield, 
though in some of these communications they 
were promised quarter. 

On the 17th of April, terms of surrender 
were proposed to them directly by the Mar- 
quis de Parelle, and a council of war was 
held to deliberate on them. Their answer 
was respectful ; yet firm. They thanked the 
marquis for his considerate humanity and 
evident desire to spare them. They stated, 
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that, as subjects of the Duke of Savoy, they 
had been in possession of their estates in the 
valleys from time immemorial, having inherit- 
ed them from remote ancestors. They had been 
punctual in paying all the feudal rents and 
taxes ; they nad never been turbulent, but, on 
.the contrary, had assisted the government in 
the preservation of order. In other respects, 
they had been obedient to the laws, and free 
from crime. In these circumstances, they 
judged it grossly unjust and cruel, that, at 
the desire of foreigners, thev should be driven 
from their inheritance. !that thev should 
take arms to recover what they had lost, was 
but naturul ; and they said the only way to 
avoid bloodshed, was to allow them to return 
to their own in peace. The document was 
not at all in the tone of hopeless rebels suing 
for mercy : it seemed, indeed, to evince a full 
reliance on their ability to make good their 
point ; and their opponents had not time to 
recover from the surprise occasioned by its 
manner, when a sally was made by a body of 
the Balsille garrison, who pushed as far as St. 
Germain, sweeping all before them, and 
returning with a valuaUe booty, after having 
killed upwards of 100 of the enemy. The 
garrison was beginning to suffer from a short 
allowance ; and many of them Were reduced 
to extreme debility, when this timely raid 
provided them with abundance of beef and 
nourishing soup, and enabled them to recruit 
their strength. But such an act of course 
tended to revive the indignation of the enemv. 
On the last day of April, the acuteness of the 
Waldensian commanders enabled them to see 
that there was some movement going on 
atnon<r the latter. In fact, they were creep- 
ing slowly round the Balsille, and so cau- 
tiously, that, although they were obliged to 
sleep on the snow, they lit no fires, lest their 
movement should be discovered. 

There was one point from which the Balsille 
was supposed to be particularly liable to 
attack ; it was a ravine entering deep in its 
side, and capable of affording cover to an 
enemy. There Arnaud had raised his most 
formidable works, consisting in a great 
measure of barriers made of felled trees, with 
large stones above them, while on either side 
there were heaps of stones piled on the edge 
of the ravine, to be hurled on an attacking 
enemy. Suddenly, but not without the vigi- 
lant garrison being prepared, 500 dismounted 
dragoons seemed, os it were, to rise from the 
earth , and make for the barriers. They 
reached only the extremity of the fivst, and in 
« vain attempted to pull it down. They were 
thus at .one extremity of thetrfees, laid length- 
wise, while the garrison were at the other. 
These, almost completely protected, opened a 
murderous fire on the assailants ; and when 
they were thus thrown into confusion, made a j 
desperate sally, and swept them away. Of 
ccccuunr. living age. vol. i. 50 


the 500, they assert that not twenty re- 
turned, and that they themselves did not lose 
a man. Two were made prisoners ; and they 
were shot in attempting their escape. They, 
however, seized another and more important 
prisoner, Monsieur de Parat, the leader of the 
attack, whom they had the rare good sense not 
to put to death. He was severely wounded, 
however, and required the attendance of a 
surgeon. Now, it happened that the garrison 
also wanted such a person, for they had just 
lost the one they nad formerly kidnapped; 
and they gave every assistance to De Parat 's 
efforts. The plan of communication was by 
a letter stuck ima cleft stick in a convenient 
place between the two forces. The surgeon 
came and was taken possession of like his 
predecessor. The Waldenses- in this affair 
obtained possession of papers of importance, 
which explained the nature of the operations 
to be conducted against them, and put them 
qn their guard. But the French troops, as- 
tounded by their reception, retired for some 
time within their own lines, to devise a more 
effective system of attack. They were, mean- 
while, disheartened by a wild storm of snow 
which overtook them in the mountains, sub- 
jecting them to all the horrors already men- 
tioned as incidents of these Alpine hurri- 
canes. 

On the 10th of May, however, the wary 
garrison argued, from faint but sure symp- 
toms, that the enemy were returning to the 
attack. This time it was not to be an 
assault, but a regular siege. Five different 
camps were formed round the Balsille, while 
great field-works were raised with turf and 
woolsacks, and planted with heavy cannon. 
All the accessible ground was covered with 
marksmen; and it was remarked that one 
of the garrison could not show his hat above 
their own works, but it was immediately hit. 
The works were brought so near that the 
besiegers could address the besieged with a 
speaking-trumpet. Knowing how desperate 
they were, ana that an officer of importance 
was in their hands, the French now offered 
them terms, which, in appearance at least, 
were extremely liberal. They were to receive 
passports, and each one a gratuity of 500 
louis. But whether fearing treachery, or 
still trusting to their destiny, they refused 
the terms. Nor were they so completely 
beset but that they were able to accomplish 
some of their characteristic feats. They 
marked the manner in which provisions were 
sent to the besiegers ; and one day, making a 
rush on the convoy, they cut it to pieces, and 
secured the provisions. Still, however, it was 
clear, to all human appearance, that the 
devoted garrison were coming daily nearer to 
their doom. Cannon had been planted so as 
to command the ravine where the abortive 
attempt had been made, and the 14th of May 
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was fixed for a general and conclusive at- 
tack. 

On that day the battery was opened on 
the defences, and the mounds so industriously 
raised speedily powdered down under the 
effect of a cannonade. The Waldenses had 
to abandon the lower, and pass to the higher 
defences. In this passage, their enemies ex- 
pected that the hot fire playing on the Balsille 
would exterminate them. But here took 
place one of those events which made the 
refugees deem themselves the selected objects 
of divine intervention. They were shielded 
in their retreat by a fog which hid them 
from the enemy. It prompts a smile to 
find that they give up their claim to sagacity 
in seizing the moment of the fog for accom- 
plishing their retreat, and would rather have 
it thought that the fog was specially sent to 
aid it. They were now hard-pressed, and 
they showed that fatalist ferocity which over- 
takes men of their kind in such circumstance?, 
by putting their wounded prisoner, De Parat, 
to death. Thus did they seem, in what 
might be counted their last act of power, to 
give a precedent for their own fute. 

Looking from tho height to which they had 
now ascended, over the preparations of the 
enemy, they saw a chain of* watchfires that 
seemed to surround their fortified mountain, 
and make a daylight all round its base. One 
of the captains of the Waldenses, however, 
whose name was Paulat, intimately acquainted 
with the ground, said there was still a cleft 
of the rock left unguarded, except by its own 

S itous and dangerous nature, through 
he declared he could pass undetected, 
along with any good cragsmen who would run 
the risk. The project w as at once adopted by 
the whole garrison, for the night had come on 
in a gloom suitable for its fulfilment, and the 
whole period from the beginning of darkness 
to the dawn was before them. They took off 
their shoes, and were silently guided by Pau- 
lat, sometimes having to climb and descend 
walls of rock, at other times sliding down 
steep smooth banks. They passed so near tho 
enemy's pickets, that the slightest blunder 
would have sacrificed them. A petty incident , 
indeed, showed them in a formidable shape 
the extremity of their danger. One of them 
had in his possession a kettle ; why he should 
have been so burdened, it is difficult to im- 
agine. Falling from his grasp, as he scrambled 
on hands and knees, it fell over the edge of a 

a ice into the gulf below with a clattering 
} which kettles are wont to make. A 
sentinel, put instantly on the alert, gave his 
out vioe, to which the kettle mode no answer. 
Endeavors to hear or see anything in the 
quarter whence the sound came, gave him no 
indication of human presence there, and in- 
deed the incident 9eems to have diverted atten- 


tion from the higher spot where the refugees 
stood. 

Next morning a successful attack was made 
on the fortifications of the Balsille, all broken 
as they were by cannon ; but the birds had 
flown, and the nest was found* deserted and 
cold. Looking from the height they had 
gained, some far-sighted soldier of the French 
force pointed out the string of dark figures, 
several miles off,. cutting steps for themselves 
on the frozen snow of the Guignevert. Though 
they had weathered the winter in their fort- 
ress, and spring hod revisited them, yet it 
was impossible that this handful of men 
could resist the fate of extermination from tbo 
large Piedmontese and still larger French 
force. A pursuit was immediately com- 
menced ; but they had gained some distance, 
and were rapid in their motions. On the 17 th , 
their track was found ; they were overtaken 
in the direction of Angrogna by a small de- 
tachment, which attacked them somewhat 
rashly, and was defeated with slaughter. This, 
however, was only a provocation to more sig- 
nal vengeance. The occurrence took place on 
a Saturday. Next day they might perhaps 
expect to be let alone ; but on Monday their 
doom was sealed. So, at least, would by- 
standers have deemed ; but there was at 
hand a deliverance for them of the most 
strange and unexpected character. 

On Sunday the outposts of the Waldenses 
found approaching their camp, in peaceful 
security, two Piedmontese gentlemen named 
Parander and Bertin. They announced the 
astounding intelligence, that the Duke of 
Savoy was now the enemy of France, having 
joined the allies, and that he' desired the aid 
of the faithful and valorous Waldenses in liis 
armies. They werO now on their own ground, 
under the command of their own monarch ; 
and the French force was an invading army, 
which they were to assist in driving forth. It 
has been thought, indeed, that the reason why 
Louis XIV. sent so many troops against this 
handful of Waldenses was, that, doubting the 
faith of the Duke of Savoy, he desired to have 
a considerable force in that prince’s territories ; 
and perhaps, if this was his object, be might 
not be so eager to accomplish the avowed pro- 
ject which formed an excuse for their being 
there — the suppression of the Waldenses — 
os their historian may have supposed. 

After some little delay and anxiety, every- 
thing was arranged. Arnaud received instruc- 
tions to garrison, with his faithful followers, 
Bobi ancVVillar, and the captives taken from 
them and confined in the Piedmontese prisons 
were restored. In the contest which ensued, 
the Waldensi&n troops bore a gallant port ; 
and once when, in tne reverses of war, the 
duke had to flee before an advancing enemy, 
he found refuge among those faithful inhabit- 
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ants of the valleys whom he had so sternly penses ; but it appears that the sum awarded 
pursued. by him fell far short of what was necessary, 

The writer of a romance would stop where and again the wanderers were thrown on the 
his heroes are brought to the good fortune untiring kindness of their friends in Geneva 
they so well merit; but historical truth must and the Protestant cantons, among whom they 
add another fact, showing that the behests of sojourned during the winter of 1098. In the 
Providence had not shaped for the wanderers mean time Arnaud, with some other delegates, 
the romantic conclusion to their adventures went to arrange for their reception in W iir- 
wliich they themselves believed to be their temberg. They did not now go forth, as be- 
destiny. Year after year, from the warlike fore, hopeless, unknown exiles. They had 
services they performed, and the deference made, by their valor, a diplomatic position 
paid to them by the King of Britain, and among European nations. Arnaud spoke in 
other Protestant powers, the position of the the powerful name of the courts of England 
Waldenses was becoming consolidated, and and Holland, from which he had obtained for 
their privileges enlarged. Numbers of their his people considerable pecuniary assistance, 
body, who had long been dispersed in distant They were received at last into tjie principal- 
regions, found their way back to the homes ity, having assigned to them certain waste 
of their ancestors. Nay, further, French lands in tho bailiwicks of Maulbronn and 
Protestants intermarried with them, and be- Leonberg, with special privileges and im- 
came citizens of their Protestant communities, munities. Within four years afterwards, a 
60 that they were ever becoming more nurnor- large body again moved off from Piedmont to 
ous and powerful. join their friends. These consisted chiefly of 

But this apparent consolidation of strength those descendants of the old Waldenses who 
was but a preparation for subsequent mistor- most tenaciously adhered to their native coun- 
tunes. In July, 1696, the Duke of Savoy de- try, and were only driven from it by feeling 
tached himself from his allies, and rejoined the insuperable character of the pressure 
France. This was the immediate commence- brought against them. They were received 
ment of operations, professedly for keeping the in the district of Heilbronn, near' that occu- 
W aldenses from propagating their principles pied by the previous colony, but more Italian 
throughout the French dominions. In the in its character, being more clear of forest, 
treaty there was a provision to this effect : — and affording better growth to the vine and 
“ Ilis royal highness [the Duke of Savoy] shall mulberry. This second colony named their 
prohibit, under pain of corporal punishment, new valleys after those they had left ; and 
the inhabitants of the Valley of Luzern, known their Italian character, far more distinct than 
under the name of Vaudois, from having any in the mixed colony which preceded them, is 
religious communication with the subjects of said to be noticeable at the present day. 
his most Christian majesty ; nor shall his royal The great difficulty in properly settling these 

highness permit, henceforth, the subjects of immigrants, appears to have arisen from a 
the King of France to establish themselves in notion that their religion was exceptional 
any manner in the said valleys ; nor allow any from that of the great Protestant oommunions ; 
preacher subject to him to set foot on the and much pains appear to have been taken to 
French territory; nor permit the worship satisfy the authorities that they were virtually 
calling itself Reformed, in the territories which Calvinists. Among the special privileges 
have been ceded to him. ,, These territories, conceded to them, however, there was one 
spoken of as ceded, embraced, indeed, part of which sounds strange, as a condition de- 
the country inhabited by the Waldenses ; so manded by Protestants. It was, that their 
that, while they had to dismiss all their lately- pastors and deacons, should be exempt from 
enrolled brethren who had come from France, disclosing in courts of justice secrets com- 
and to avoid all communication with that mitted to them under the seal of confession, 
country, they were compelled to narrow the unless when involving high treason, 
limits of their territory. An edict was issued But the reader usks : What has become of 
on the 1st of July, 1698, for carrying out the the priestly general of the glorious return ? 
treaty. It required all French Protestants to His subsequent history is a brief one. Ar- 
quit the Piedmontese dominions in two naud had tempting offers of military command 
months, under pain of death. It shows how made to him by King William, and from sev- 
extensively these communities had been sup- eral other quarters ; but he preferred the ser- 
plied by immigrants from France, that of their vice of that Master whose kingdom is not of 
thirteen pastors in 1698, seven required, under this world, and went with' his flock. He offi- 
this edict, to remove from the country. ciated for them as pastor in a small rude 

About 2000 persons found themselves more church in the town of Schomberg, where he 
or less affected by these restrictions, and made died in 1721. There the fane in which be 
up their minds to etoigraee. They set off in served, and a monument to his memory, are 
seven bands, under their pastors. The Duke still piously preserved by the descendants of 
of Savoy professed to pay their travelling ex- his people. 
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EUROPE, POPERY, AMERICA. 

frife hour of darkness for Europe has not 
passed away. Might is still in the place of 
righ t. The J uggernaut of despotism moves on 
os heretofore, and its victims — its involun- 
tary victims — are crushed and destroyed be- 
neath its wheels by hundreds and by thou- 
sands, day by day, as heretofore. 

But times make men, and men are made 
for times. The genius — the military and 
political genius — to wield the forces now 
everywhere waiting for it, will come. This 
is the great want, and what an age wants, it 
comes in its time to possess. Providence has 
its analogies, and its analogies are laws. 

In the mean while, our English statesmen 
have their flatteries to dispense to the op- 
pressors, and their libels to fling at the op- 
pressed — are ashamed that refugees should 
show themselves patriots, not ashamed that 
their persecutors should show themselves ty- 
rants — can frown on the madness which 
breaks forth under the endurance of wrong, 
and then turn, full of smiles, towards the 
power which generates the madness, by in- 
flicting the wrong. 

The words of the leader of our Lower House, 
to a certain priest-ridden duke, were manly 
and hopeful. But the spirit which gave Eng- 
land her freedom, is not the spirit of our 
cabinets or senates. It is in our people, it is 
rarely found in those who should De their 
leaders — least of all in that class of our 
traffickers, who, to “ get gain,” can descend 
to play the sycophant in the presence of arbi- 
trary power, however perjured or bloodstained ; 
and can congratulate a nation, in the sight of 
all Europe, on the good condition of its mar- 
. kets, os realized at no greater cost than the 
. loss of its liberties. . 

The season of despotic rule is naturally the 
' season of papal encroachment. Had the recent 
..aggression in this country taken place under 
out Plantagenets, the tools of the Foreign 
^Priest engaged in it would have been liable to 
imprisonment, confiscation, and exile. Had 
*1110 papal letter addressed to the French clergy 
within the last few weeks, been addressed to 
4hat.body a hundred years ago, the Bourbon 
would 'instantly have suppressed it, as an in- 1 
vasion.of the prerogatives of the crown, and 
of the* liberties of the Gallican church. While 
the present league between the sword and the 
crosier shall last,' no man can say what may 
not be Attempted, nor what may not be sut>- 
mitted’.to. The worst things ever professed 
are now professed again ; and we see not why 
the worst* things ever done may not be done 
Again, l If England and America could be put 


out of the way, nothing can be clearer than 
that the two forms of despotism would divide 
Christendom between them. 


Dance of Death. — Aqua-ardiente and duloes 
were handed round ; while all, men and women 

— the dancers excepted — smoked their cigaril- 
los. But the most remarkable thing in the 
room seemed to me a large kind of scaffold, which 
occupied the other corner opposite the bed, con- 
sisting of a light framework, ornamented all over 
with artificial flowers, little pictures of saints, 
and a quantity of small lighted wax-candles. 
On the top of it, a most extraordinary well-made 
wax-figure of a little child was seated on a low 
wooden chair, dressed in a snow-white little 
frock ; the eyes were closed, the pale cheeks 
tinged by a soft rosy hue, and the whole 
figure perfectly strewn with flowers. It was so 
deceptive, that when I drew near at first, I 
thought it a real child, while a young woman 
below it, pale, and with tears in her eyes, might 
very well have been the mother. But that was 
most certainly a mistake ; for at this moment 
one of the men stepped up to her, and invited 
her to the dance, and a few minute9 afterwards 
she was one of the merriest in the crowd. But 
it must really be a child — no sculptor could 
have formed that little face so exquisitely ; and 
now one light went out, close to the little head, 
and the cheek lost its rosy hue. My neighbors 
at last remarked the attention with which I 
looked upon the figure or child, whichever it 
was ; and the nearest one informed me, as far as 
I could understand him, that the little thing up 
there was really the child of the woman with 
the pale face, who was dancing just then so 
merrily ; the whole festivity taking place, in 
fact, only on account of that little angel. 1 
shook my head doubtfully ; and my neighbor, 
to convince me, took my arm and led me to the 
frame, where 1 had to step upon the chair and 
nearest table, and touch the cheek and hand of 
the child. It was a corpse ! And the mother, 
seeing I had doubted it, but was now con- 
vinced, came up to me, and smilingly told 
me it had been her child, and was now a little 
angel in heaven. The guitars and cacaes com- 
menced wildly again, and she had to return to 
the danoe. I left the house as in a dream, but 
afterw&rds heard the explanation of this ceremony. 
If a little child — I believe up to four years of age 

— dies in Chili, it is thought to go^straight to 
heaven, and become a little angel ; the mother 
being prouder of that — before the eyes of the 
world at least — than if she had reared her 
child to happy man or womanhood. The little 
corpse is exhibited then, as I had seen it ; and 
they often continue dancing and singing around 
it till it displays signs of putrefaction. But the 
mother, whatever the feelings of her heart may 
be, must laugh, and sing, and dance ; she dare 
not give way to any selfish wishes, for is not 
the happiness of her child secured? Poor 
mother! — Gerstaecker'e Journey Round the 
World. 


t 
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CRUISE AMONG THE ISLANDS 


From the Spectator. 

CAPTAIN ERSKINE’S CRUISE AMONG THE 

ISLANDS OF THE WESTERN PACIFIC.* 

The scene of Captain Erskine’s cruise is 
those groups of islands and single islets in 
the Western Pacific which extend from the 
Navigators Islands in longitude 170 degrees 
West to New Caledonia m 165° East, and 
which may rank among the most interesting 
and little known regions directly accessible 
by sea. The genius of Cook recorded their 
natural and social traits with a discriminat- 
ing sagacity, which even now excites the ad- 
miration of thoSe who follow in his track. 
Since Cook’s day not much has been done to 
extend his observations, beyond Mariner’s 
account of the Tonga or Friendly Islands. 
Navigators have touched at many of the 
places, missionaries have settled or attempted 
to settle at them, and traders between Sydney 
and China have frequented the most interest- 
ing portion of the whole — the region which 
forms the easterly extreme of Australasia, con- 
sisting of new Caledonia, the Loyalty ‘Islands, 
and tne new Hebrides. The results, how- 
ever, have not corresponded with the apparent 
opportunities. From the traders, indeed, we 
were not likely to learn much ; they were as 
corrupt, as bloody, and for ail purposes of 
philosophical observation as ignorant, as the 
savages they visited and slaughtered. The 
missionaries, with some rare exceptions, were 
deficient in native penetration and largeness 
of mind, while their primary object naturally 
gave a color to everything they saw, and as 
naturally predominated in their narratives. 
Some of them, however, have left valuable 
pictures of the mental state of the natural man , 
though theology may be more conspicuous 
than philosophy. Either want of time or of 
taste has rendered many of the navigators less 
discriminating, and perhaps less impartial 
than might be wished. Itnasbeen reserved 
for Captain Erskine to exhibit the fullest and 
most interesting account of these islands since 
the great circumnavigator first described them. 
The object of the voyage and the change of 
circumstances may be noted os advantages 
in Captain Erskine’s favor; but opportunities 
are useless to those who cannot use them. 

The cruise was one of the first of its kind ; 
being intended as a sort of judicial circuit. 
Owing in part to the cupidity and treachery 
of the islanders, but a good deal more to the 
unprincipled and brutal character of whalers 
and other traders in these seas, the massacre 
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Western Pacific, including Jhe Feejees and others 
inhabited by the Polynesian Negro Races, in her 
Majesty’s Ship Havannah. By John Elphinstone 
Erskine, Capt. R. N. With Maps and Plates. 
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of savages and sailors has gone on among the 
islands, especially among those that fonn tho 
frontier lands of Australasia. The visits of 
.ships of war to these places have hitherto 
been casual. Captain Erskine’s was a regular 
cruise for the purpose of observation and 
justiciary objects ; and seems to be the be- 
ginning of an annual series, which, efficiently 
carried out, will be beneficial both to knowl- 
edge and humanity. The greater groups 
visited by Captain ferskine in his voyage of 
1849 (for he made a second in 1850), were 
the Navigators, Friendly, Feejce, and Loyalty 
Islands, New Caledonia, and some of* the 
New Hebrides. A careful study of the works 
of his predecessors had made him familiar 
with the history and characteristics of the 
peoples, so far as they could be ascertained 
from books. The size and equipment of his 
frigate, tho absence of trading pursuits, 
and his position as a queen’s officer (for none 
are better judges of character than many of 
these savages), gave him great advantages in 
point of prestige ; his own bearing, equally 
removed from undue- familiarity and from the 
hayteur of the service, and, above all, his 
reasonable sense of justice, appear to have 
made a favorable personal impression upon 
the native chiefs. Every commander who 
visits the less frequented islands of tho Pacific 
has opportunities of observation in plenty if 
he can benefit by them. The confidence in- 
spired by a man whom the savage feels he 
can trust, gives greater opportunities by more 
freely eliciting his traits. 

The opinion formed bv Captain Erskine of 
the moral capability of the worst islanders 
whom he encountered is more favorable than 
that of many other navigators ; if they were 
properly treated, he sees in them the perm of 
goodness. As regards their actual vices, es- 
cially their bloodiness, cruelty, and canni- 
lism, his picture is darker than that of 
most other men. With that instinctive judg- 
ment of character which they possess, they 
have quickly seen that Europeans hold canni- 
balism in abhorrence, and have denied or 
softened the circumstances of tho practice. 
The residence of the missionaries and other 
white men amongst them has enabled more 
information to ho acquired about the real 
facts of the case. If truly reported — and 
there appears no reason for doubt — a dinner 
of human flesh in some of the islands seems ■ 
as common a thing as game in Europe ; and 1 
the more unsophisticated justify the practice • 
on the plea of the want of the larger animals 
which Europeans have got. In the interior 
even of tho Feejee Islands, and on state 
occasions, there are regular sacrificial feasts. 
Like other national customs, man-eating ex- 
ists without injury to individual character 
beyond the range ot its own effects. Navindi, 
one of the mildest-mannered and most respect- 
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able of the Feejeean chiefs, not very long 
before Captain Erskine’s arrival went out to 
procure victims, as they ran short for the 
ceremony, and by means of a skilful ambush 
kidnapped fourteen women. Their cruelty, 
as indifferent os that of ignorant children 
towards animals, is horrible as described. 
Superstitious usage is at the bottom of. much 
of their barbarism, though sometimes it may 
save life. 

The former Queen of Rewa,* whose husband 
had been put to death during the war, was 
pointed out to us at a neighboring house ; she 
was a half-sister to Thakombau, and had escaped 
the usual death awarded to widows, in conse- 
quence of there being present no chief of higher 
rank than herself to perform the duty of strangu- 
lation, which cannot be executed in such a case 
by an inferior. This woman, now of middle age 
and very corpulent, bore marks nevertheless of 
the former beauty for which she was celebrated, 
and which may be judged of from the likeness 
introduced into Captain Wilke’s narrative. Evi- 
dence of the extraordinary bloodthirsty charac- 
ter of this people’s institutions met us at every 
step. Having pointed out to Mr. Calvert, when 
on the hill, two blocks of stone which had been 
hewn into rude pillars by apparently an Euro- 
pean workman, nearly overgrown with grass, he 
besought me earnestly to take no notice of them ; 
adding, afterwards, that they were intended for a 
monument or mausoleum to the memory of Ta- 
noa’s father, but that their erection, if ever it 
should take place, would most certainly be ac- 
companied by the sacrifice of at least two human 
victims, it being considered necessary that in 
works of such a nature, or even in the construc- 
tion of the house of a ruling chief, a man should 
be buried alive at the foot of each post, to insure 
the stability of the edifioe. ( 

Thakombau, alluded to in the above extract, 
is the most powerful chief in the Feejee 
Islands ; a man of magnificent presence, great 
resolution, and natural sagacity. There are 
freethinkers among the upper classes even 
at Feejee, and Thakombau is known “ fre- 
quently to deride and reprobate many points 
of his people’s faith as mere delusions.” 
Policy or habit has prevented hitn from 
adopting Christianity, though he tolerates 
the missionaries, and he continues the practice 
of cannibalism ; in fact, it was by liis orders 
that Navindi carried off the ladies. After re- 
ceiving Captain Erekine, and committing 
the great impropriety (according to Feejeean 
ideas) of interrupting a speech, when it 
touched too closely on cannibalism, he ac- 
companied his guest on board the frigate. 

After he had dined, the chiefo, observing some 
pistols in the boat, and always pleased to see 
the practice of arras of any description, proposed 
firing at a mark to pass the time. Having 
thrown overboard some of our empty bottles for 
the purpose, I had much to do to save my 
specimens of Feejeean pottery from Navindi, 


who could not understand why we should throw • 
away articles which appeared to him of great 
value, when such common utensils as those he 
had given to me were at hand. In spite of our 
efforts to keep ourselves awake, we were all 
heartily tired before we reached the ship at 
eleven o’clock. Our Feejeean friends were as- 
tonished at her size, the effect of which was in- 
creased by the starlight, and on mounting the 
side seemed for a moment to lose their self 'pos- 
session, crouching under the bulwark, apparently 
afraid to advance further. Having been in- 
formed, in answer to their anxious inquiries, 
that every, person in the ship had been ordered 
to treat them as friends, they became reassured, 
and descended to the cabin, where «nnts were 
prepared for their beds, and a space screened in 
for their occupation. Their curiosity getting the 
better of their fears, they proceeded on a cruise 
about the main deck before repairing to their 
mats ; whence I heard them at intervals during 
the night discussing the wonders they had seen, 
and* no doubt speculating on what was forthcom- 
ing on the morrow. 

I6//1 August. — Captain Jenner, who slept in 
one of the side-cabins, was awoke this morning 
by the awful-looking visage of Thakombau, who 
had begun early to gratify his curiosity by ex- 
ploring all the corners of the ship, gazing in- 
tently upon him as he lay in his cot. Some of 
the officers’ peajackets, which had been inad- 
vertently handed from the barge into my cabin, 
had afforded him and Navindi the opportunity 
of appearing in what they evidently considered 
Ml dress, although the* heat of the morning 
caused them to look very uncomfortable, and, 
sooh after breakfast, to lay their adopted cloth- 
ing aside. 

In the forenoon we went to quarters, having 
previously laid out a target (a hammock, with 
the figure of a man painted on it) against the 
face of a conspicuous rock on the beach, at & 
distance from the ship of 800 yards. Thakom- 
bau was evidently in great anxiety until the 
firing began, although he tried to conceal it ; 
and, when he saw the smallness of the target, 
expressed some incredulity ns to the possibility 
of our striking such a mark. I furnished him 
with a spy-glass, and placed him on the bow- 
sprit, where he was not incommoded by the 
smoke, Navindi, Tui Levuka, and one or two of 
the latter’s followers being also present Either 
the first or second shot struck the figure on the 
head ; and, our men being in beautiful practice, 
scarcely one missed the rock, and a very few 
rounds were sufficient to knock the target to 
pieces, which was replaced by one or two others 
in quick succession. Even the short time neces- 
sary for this was too much for Thakombau’s im- 
patience, who had now worked himself up into a 
state of high excitement ; and he begged us not 
to wait, pointing out, first, a man on the beach, 
and afterwards a canoe with several persons in 
her, as more worthy our expenditure of ammu- 
nition than the inanimate objects we had chosen ; 
evidently considering that his permission would 
be quite sufficient to satisfy our consciences, and 
surprised at our scruples. One or two shells, which 
burst with great precision, concluded the exhi- 
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bition, which, had greatly astonished all the 
chied. Thakombau, approaching Mr. Calvert 
said, “ This indeed makes me tremble ; I feel no 
longer secure. Should I offend these people, 
they have to bring their ship to Bau, where, 
having found me out with their long spy-glasses, 
my head would fall at the first shot !” Not- 
withstanding these professed fears, he was most 
pressing in his entreaties that I would take the 
ship to Bau ; being desirous, doubtless, of ex- 
hibiting his powerful allies to his formidable 
neighbors of Viti Levu. 

At the request of Thakombau I took him on 
shore to the rock against which our target had 
been placed, to examine the effects of the shot. 
Large fragments had been knocked off, and were 
lying on the beach ; some of the shot having 
been broken in pieces, and others, which we 
dug out, having buried themselves for several 
feet into the earth, which filled the fissures. 
He inspected these with a “chuck, chuck” of 
astonishment ; which was increased by an old 
man bringing, a few hours later, a 68-pound 
shot, which, having glanced along the top of the 
rock, had fallen into the ditch of the “ koto,” 
or native village, about a mile distant by the 
beach, where he had been employed in digging 
his taro. The old fellow mode no complaint, 
although he must have narrowly escaped with 
his life. 

At dinner-time the chiefs seemed to have lost 
their appetites ; which was explained by the 
fact of their having already dined in both the 
gun-room and the midshipmen’s birt£, feeling, 
as they told some of the officers, more at their 
ease among the young people than at their chiefs 
table; They, however, behaved very well, affect- 
ing to praise our cookery and style of living ; 
and we afterwards made them several presents 
in return for those received at Bau. Thakom- 
bau seemed somewhat disappointed that I hod 
no arms or ammunition to supply him with ; but 
ample amends were made by Captain Jenner’s 
gift of a laced scarlet coat and epaulettes, the 
full uniform of an officer of the guards, which 
exceeded in magnificence anything he hod ever 
seen before, and was put on with great satisfac- 
tion. Navindi was gratified at the same time 
with a scarlet hunting-coat ; and Tui. Levuka, 
who had made great friends with all the officers, 
especially ' with the midshipmen, and had re- 
ceived from them many articles of clothing, had 
also a present of a few trifles allotted to him. 

Notwithstanding fhe highly polished man- 
ners of the Feejee chiefs, their strict atten- 
tion to etiquette, and the high rank of Tha- 
kombau, he forgot himself before his departure, 
under strong temptation. 

After Mr. Calvert's departure I became anx- 
ious to get rid of my visitors, who seemed by no 
means disposed to leave me at leisure. It was 
intimated to them accordingly by Simpson, whom 
I had engaged to accompany us as pitot to Nandi 
and Bau, that as I was going on shore to look at 
some timber which our people were employed in 
felling (having been bought by Mr. Hannant 
from Tui Levuka), I was desirous of wishing 


i them farewell. A parting request for a bottle 
of brandy was delicately hinted on the part of 
Navindi ; which I granted on condition of its 
not being opened on board, where they had 
already been fully entertained ; and we took 
leave, with mauy mute professions of friend- 
ship. 

On my return to the ship an hour or two after- 
wards, I was therefore not a little surprised at 
the scene which presented itself on entering the 
cabin. On an arm-chair, with his naked feet 
resting on another, sat Thakombau, in the 
guardman’s coat ; his turban, which hod now 
been worn for three days without change, dirty 
and disordered ; whilst a self-satisfied leer on 
his bold features .proclaimed that the b^indy- 
bottle, which stood uncorked on the table, had 
been too great a temptation to withstand. On 
the deck, at his feet, sat, each with tumbler in 
hand, his boon companions, Navindi and Tui 
Levuka, in the finest clothes they had acquired 
on board ; the group irresistibly reminding one 
of that described in Rob Roy as encountered by 
Mr. Osbaldistoneand Bailiie Jarvie at the clachau 
of Aberfoil. I pretended to take no notice of the" 
party ; which probably hastened their depart- 
ure in rather an unceremonious manner ; Na- 
vindi, after corking up the remainder of the 
brandy, following Thakombau over the quarter 
of the ship into his canoe ; where, seated in a 
chair (the only one he possesses, and tabued for 
his use), we saw the chief, after they had shoved 
off, still dressed in uniform, employed in attend- 
ing the sheet — a duty always performed by the 
principal personage on board, but which I should 
have hardly thought him in a fit state to under- 
take. 

The halo of romance which hangs over 
the Papuan Archipelago, if New Caledonia 
and the New Hebrides are included in the 
name, seems likely to be dissipated on further 
intimacy. The scenery, as beheld from the 
ship or from a distance, was often bold or 
beautiful ; but the soil does not appear to be 
fertile, the climate is not healthy, and the 
inhabitants have all the vices of the western 
Polynesians without their strength of N char- 
acter or the variety and advance of their 
social condition. This is a picture from New 
Caledonia : — 

We were very civilly received by Basset and 
his brother ; who had both visited Sydney and' 
spoke a little English, the former sufficiently 
well to maintain a conversation tolerably with- 
out the aid of an interpreter. He willingly 
agreed to our proposal to accompany us for a 
few miles up the river, where he informed us he 
, had another house, which he would be happy to 
show us ; and os we had not much time to spare, 
we started immediately, to profit by his invita- 
tion. Although the weather was not favorable, 

| each turn of the river discovered new beauties, 
neat, trimly-kept houses, standing often in very 
beautiful situations on its banks, with well-con- 
structed landing-places, and a few trees placed 
in regular order on what appeared to be mown 
lawns. In one or two places I observed a human 
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skull on the top of a pole planted in a provision- 
ground ; and was assured by Basset that they 
were the heads of friends preserved as a memento. 
As the chief, however, looked somewhat con- 
fused on giving me this explanatiob, I was in- 
duced to moke further inquiry ; and found they 
were the heads of persons, generally women, 
wh <f had been caught in the act of breaking the 
“tabu,** which, for the purpose of encouraging 
other cultivation, is periodically placed on the 
cocoa-nuts. From all we see, it is evident that 
this part of the country is not generally fertile ; 
but a degree of pains seems to be taken in its 
cultivation that I never expected to see among 
Bavages. - The face of the hills above the river 
is covfred with rectangular Helds, surrounded 
by channels for irrigation, which, ns far as can 
be seen from below, is conducted on a careful 
and scientific system, levels being carried from 
the streams, which at this season of the year 
afterwards ffcw into the river at intervals of a 
quarter of a mile. 

Appended to Captain Erskine’s narrative 
is an account of the Feejeeans by a seaman 
of the name of Jackson, who resided among 
thorn for two years. He was employed by 
the captain as interpreter, and at his wish 
wrote down in his intervals of leisure an 
account of his experiences among that people. 
Jackson appears to have been of a respectable 
yeoman’s family in Sussex, with more educa- 
tion than belongs to the generality of common 
sailors. Ilis narrative is curious, minute, 
and exhibitive of the daily lifaapf the people. 
It* has also an autobiographical interest, as 
showing the strange variety of scenes the 
European adventurers or deserters go through 
in the South Sea. 

We will quote from this part one passage 
describing a burial alive. A yoling man was 
ailing ; he had lost his appetite, and fearing to 
be reproached by the Feejee beauties for be- 
ing a skeleton — shame being an unendurable 
emotion — resolved to be bunod alive. Jack- 
son tried to dissuade him from the sacrifice 
in vain, and the scene now to be described 
followed : — 

A FEEJEE LIVING INTERMENT. 

By this time all his relations had collected 
round the door. His father had a kind of wooden 
spade to dig the grave with, his mother had a 
new suit of tapa, his sister some vermilion and 
a whale’s tooth, as an introduction to the greftt 
god of Rage-Rage. He arose, took up his bed 
and walked, not for life but for death, his father, 
mother, and sister following after, with several 
other distant relations, whom I accompanied. 
I noticed that they seemed to follow him some- 
thing in the same way that they follow a corpse 
in Europe to the grave (that is, 09 far as relation- 
ship and acquaintance are concerned), but, in- 
stead of lamenting, they were, if not rejoicing, 
acting and chatting in a very unconcerned way. 
At last we reached a place where several graves 
could be seen, and a spot was soon selected by 


the man who was to be buried. ~ The old man, 
his father, begau digging his grave, while his 
mother assisted her son in putting on a new tapa, 
and the girl (his sister) was besmearing him 
with vermilion and lamp-black, so as to send 
him decent into the invisible world, he (the 
victim) delivering messages that were to be 
taken by his sister to people then absent. His 
father then announced to him and the rest that 
the grave was completed, and asked him, in 
rather a surly tone, if he was not ready by this 
time. The mother then tibstd him, and likewise 
the sister. He said, before I die I should like a 
drink of water. His father made a surly re- 
mark, and said, as he ran to fetch it in a leaf 
doubled up, “ You have been a considerable 
trouble during your life, and it appears that . 
you are going to trouble us equally at your 
death. 1 * The father returned with the water, 
which the son drank off, and then looked up 
into a tree covered with tough vines, saying he ' 
should prefer being strangled with a vine to 
being smothered in the grave. His father be- 
came excessively angry, and, spreading the 
mat at the bottom of the grave, told the son to 
die “ faka t&maka*’ (like a man), when he 
stepped into the grave, which was not more than 
four feet deep, and lay down on his back with 
the whale's tooth in his hands, which were clasped 
across his belly. The spare sides of tlie mats 
were lapped over him so as to. prevent the earth 
from getting to his body, and then about a foot 
of earth was shovelled in upon him as quickly as 
possible. His father stamped it immediately 
down solid, and called out in a loud voice, (t Sa 
tiko, sa tiko” (You are stopping there, you are 
stopping there), meaning “ Good by, Good by.*’ 
The son answered with a very audible grunt, 
and then about two feet more earth were shovelled 
in and stamped as before by the loving father, 
and Sa tiko called out again, which was answered 
by another grunt, but much fainter. The 
grave was then completely filled up, when, for 
curiosity’s sake, I said myself, Sa tiko, but no 
answer was given, although I fancied or really 
did see the earth crack a little on the top of the 
grave. The father and mother then turned 
back to back on the middle of the grave, and, 
having dropped some kind of leaves from their, 
hands, walked away in opposite directions towards 
a running stream of water hard by, where they 
and all the rest washed themselves, and made 
me wash myself, and then we returned to the 
towp, where there was a feast prepared. As 
soon as the feast was over (it being then dark), 
began the danoe and uproar which are always 
carried on either at natural or violent deaths. 
All classes then give themselves up to excess, 
especially at unnatural deaths of this sort, and 
create all manner of uproar by means of large 
bamboos, trumpet-shells, &c., which Tfill con- 
tribute to the general noise which is considered 
requisite to drive the spirit away and deter him 
from desiring to dwell or even hover about his 
late residence. 


They cannot be on the best terms with God 
who are always quarrelling with mankind. 
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LADY LEE’S WIDOWHOOD. 


I 

PART IV. — CHAPTER XIII. J 

If Lady Lee had been that exceedingly 
. disagreeable character, a perfect pattern of a 
woman, so often met with in the pages of 
romance, so seldom, fortunately, in real life, 
I need hardly say these portions of her history 
would never have been chronicled. She had 
a vast number of charming little womanly 
failings — would give way to pique, vanity, 
prejudice — was liable to be influenced by all 
manner of unreasonable reasons, such as 
rank high in the feminine code of logic, 
though they could not 6tand for a moment 
against Archbishop Whately — was petulant, 
sometimes wilful, and perhaps capable of be- 
stowing affection without first inquiring 
whether the object was deserving of it, being 
quite as likely to be influenced by her taste os 
her judgment. So I would warn those readers 
who, with their tastes depraved by a long 
course of didactic fiction, expect to find her, 
perhaps, a model for the Widows of England, 
that she has none of those pernicious excel- 
lences which would qualify her for the honor. 
Any of those approved and respectable heroines 
who so often refrigerate the reader with vis- 
ions of unattainable merit, and make him 
shudder at the idea of the possibility of tak- 
ing such a bundle of virtues to his bosom, 
would have found her full of blemishes. 
Dear Lady Lee ! like England, with all thy 
faults I love thee still — neither of you are 
the worse for a little uncertainty of atmos- 
phere. Yet how should I have been forced to 
nip and prune thee, and cocker thee up, hadst 
thou been that responsible being, the heroine 
of a tale with a moral ; but, thank Heaven ! 
mine has none that I know of. Moral, God 
bless you, sir, 1 ’ve none to tell ! And I ’m 
not sorry for it, either — though I observe 
that writers, now-a-days, think so much of 
their moral, that, when they have not suffi- 
cient leisure or art to embody it, they tack on 
an essay to the beginning or end of a chapter, 
for fear they should miss their aim — where 
it looks like a red elbow or horny toe pro- 
truding through the finery that clothes the 
rest Of the design. For this reason many 
devoted novel-readers have begun to taste 
fiction of late with a mixture of longing and 
distrust — from the same cause which makes 
us, for many years previous to adolescence, 
suspect a latent dose in every spoonful of 
pleasant insidious raspberry jam. 

Lady Lee had sorrowed sincerely for Sir 
Joseph. She was affectionate by nature ; 
and the baronet had been so dotingly, so 
reverentially fond of her, and had displayed 
his fondness in so many acts of generosity and 
thoughtfulness, that she must have been both 
hard-hearted and ungrateful to have speedily 
forgotten him, whereas she was far from 
being either. 
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But since her marriage she had undergone 
a great change — superficially at least. She 
no longer showed the bright enthusiasm, the 
repressed hopefulness, that had characterized 
her of yore. Jumping too quickly, os ladies 
sometimes do, at a conclusion, she had long 
ago settled it in her own mind that, having 
failed to realize in her husband the hero of 
her imagination, that ideal personage must 
be an absurd nonentity, to be banished forever 
from the precincts of her thoughts. In her 
early widowhood she mourned for Sir Joseph 
in a calm religious way, and took to going to 
church many times a-week, bought up all the 
sermons that she saw advertised for publica- 
tion (doing horrible violence to her taste by 
persisting in perusing them), and became a 
Lady Bountiful to the villagers. Then she 
dropped down gently from religion to science, 
and studied chemistry, geology, and botany, 
though none very deeply ; — shuddered over 
the Vestiges of Creation , revered Hugh Miller, 
and pretended to admire Doctor Paley, whose 
Natural Theology she found entirely convinc- 
ing on points of which she had never enter- 
tained any doubt. In fact, she knew quite os 
much about science os, some people think, a 
woman need or ought — enough to give her a 
new interest in the world she lived in, and to 
enable her to talk agreeably, though superfi- 
cially, on the subjects of her studies. She 
did n’t think much for herself on these sub- 
jects — few women do, perhaps ; and when 
they do, theyTiad better have let it alone in 
nine cases out of ten — (no offence, ladies !) 
— but she was quite capable of appreciating 
and appropriating the best thoughts of others. 
Thus she' had gone on accumulating ideas and 
knowledge, which gave solidity to her more 
exclusively feminine accomplishments, and 
had qualified herself for being emidently com- 
panionable. There was something extremely 
piquant in hearing the same voice that had 
just charmed you with the brilliant delivery 
of a difficult song, or the exquisite grace of a 
simple one, discourse most excellent musie 
on the Old Red Sandstone and primary form- 
ations. But shortly before the opening of 
our story she had abated in zeal for these 
matters ; she had become rather indolent, 
and given to speculate on why she was born, 
and what was her business in this world, and 
the like improving themes, customary with 
dissatisfied philosophers. If I might venture 
to guess at the cause of this dissatisfaction, I 
pronounce it to be the emptiness of her heart. 
All sorts of loving capabilities, fit to make an 
inexhaustible paradise for a lover worthy of 
them, were running to waste, and caused her 
daily amusements to sound hollow to the ear 
of her fancy. 

But it must have been her own fault, you 
will say, when I tell you she had had lovers 
| enough since Sir Joseph’s death. There was 
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Sir Christopher Clamber, also a baronet and 
a widower, who, keeping his eye on her, and 
suffering a decent tune to elapse before he 
mode his proposals, then urged thdra in a 
calm, dogged, confident way, that seemed to 
defy even the bare idea of refusal ; — meeting 
with which, he could never be persuaded ot 
her being in earnest in her rejection of him, 
but persisted for many years in considering 
it a mistake. Then there was an ancient 
rout of a nobleman, who saw her accidentally 
as he passed through Doddington, and whose 
capacity for admiration, at least, still surr 
vived — this lover lived three weeks at the 
hotel, and procured an introduction, and two 
or three interviews with her ladyship, after 
the last of which he suddenly ordered post- 
horses and departed, notwithstanding he was 
threatened with gout. And there was a rich 
manufacturer of the neighborhood, w’ho re- 
solved to indemnify himself for the sacrifices 
he had so long offered up on the altar of trade 
by a little domestic felicity with the woman 
of his choice ; .but the choice falling, unfortu- 
nately for him, on Lady Lee, w ho would n’t 
listen to him, he thenceforth bestowed his 
undivided energies on the less romantic pur- 
suit that had nitherto engrossed them, and 
grew disgustingly rich. 

These rude attempts upon her heart, instead 
of making the task of opening it any easier, 
only damaged the lock. She became almost 
misanthropic — was prepared to think ill of 
mankind in general, like a female Timon, and 
could be severely epigrammatic on matrimouy. 
She began to fancy herself blasie , and spoke 
of herself to Orolia and Rosa as if she were 
an old and experienced matron, who 'had dis- 
covered that all was vanity and vexation of 
spirit ; and, while unconsciously brimful of 
romance and sentiment, she affected to look 
on life with os little sense of its poetry as a 
free-trader. She languidly continued her 
dabblings in science — read a good deal in 
general literature, under the guidance of a 
discriminating friend who shall appear pres- 
ently — and took charge of Julius’ education, 
which was accordingly conducted after a 
desultory fashion, moral and intellectual ; 
for she sometimes let him have his head, 
sometimes suddenly took him up short in the 
curb, in a way that, joined to the spoiling he 
got from the other two, might have gone far 
to ruin him, had he not been a little fellow 
of an extremely good and generous temper. 

And here, by the by, this mention of the 
other two reminds roe that I have a couple 
of young ladies in the narrative whose pres- 
ence is as yet unaccounted for ; and as critics 
are often a sort of people w r ho would by no 
means permit young females, however charm- 
ing, to stray unprotected, and without char- 
acter aud pedigree duly attested, about the 
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precincts of a story, we will have a little ex- 
planation on that head forthwith, Mr. Critic. 

Orelia Payne had been a great friend of 
Lady Lee’s, in the latter’s maiden days, and 
their acquaintance chanced, in this way ; 
Near the parsonage-house of Mr. Broome, 
Hester’s futner, stood an ornamented cottage, 
with very pretty grounds surrounding it. It 
had been the property of a majestic old lady, 
who dwelt therein in great state ; and after 
the old lady’s death, it continued to be kept 
in good preservation. 

To the garden and conservatory, both well 
filled, Hester, who hod taken it into her head 
to study botany, frequently went, during the 
time the house was unoccupied after the old 
lady’s decease. Rumors there were of a new 
possessor, and of orders being sent to keep 
everything in trim ; but no occupant arrived 
for some time, and Hester attained such su- 
premacy, that no alteration was made in any 
of the horticultural arrangements without her 
concurrence. 

About a year after the death of the majestic 
old lady, a young lady, her god-daughter and 
heiress — selected for those united honors, 
perhaps, because she was a majestic young 
lady — came to live at the cottage. Iiester, 
ignorant of the arrival of the new possessor, 
continued her visits, greatly to the improve- 
ment and instruction of the head-gardener ; 
for she knew more about botany than he, 
though his salary was about double that of 
some curates. When Orelia (for she was the 
new possessor) heard from him that a young 
lady who understood plants particularly well 
was in the habit of coming there, she experi- 
enced a desire similar to that which George 
III. felt when he heard that Doctor Johnson 
was a frequent visitor to the royal library, 
and, like that monarch, gave orders that she 
might be apprized of the next advent of the 
illustrious stranger. 

So Hester, poking about among some 
newly-arrived orchids, heard a rustling of 
female garments behind her, and, turning, 
found herself face to face with Orelia. The 
latter held a book open in her hand, aqd on 
her head was a straw hat, such as young 
ladies do not often appear iu beyond the pre- 
cincts of their ownpnvate territories — so that 
Hester had no difficulty in guessing that the 
handsome girl, with her eye and lace of the 
falcon type, and a figure straight and elastic 
as steel — who looked twenty, though only 
seventeen — was a resident in the house, ana 
might perhaps think her an intruder. No 
fear of that, however. Orelia read in Hes- 
ter’s beautiful, high-bred face, and large, 
soft-shadowed, hazel eyes, the promise of 
what she principally wanted to make her 
comfortable and happy in her new abode — 
viz. , a companion. VYalking straight towards. 
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h«r, and unheeding the overthrow of a couple 
of exotics, pots and all, which stood in her 
line of inarch, she said in a steady tone, as 
if to an old acquaintance whom she had long 
expected, “ I ’in so glad you ’re come. I ’ve 
been waiting in for you all the morning. 1 ’ 

In about a week from this, they were all 
but inseparable. Orelia’s only other com- 
panion was an elderly governess, who never 
attempted to dispute her will, and, therefore, 
like some other docile rulers whom the world 
bas seen, would seem to have enjoyed a title 
rather at variance with facts. On Saturdays 
her father, a rich banker (not, however, of 
the firm ofLSmith, Payne , and Smith), used 
to come down to spend Sunday with her, 
going back on Monday morning. If, by any 
chance* the two girls did n’t meet early in the 
morning, you would be pretty sure, if you 
happened to be traversing the road between 
the parsonage and Orelia s cottage, either to 
meet Hester posting to the latter, or Orelia 
rushing in the direction of the former ; and 
sometimes, actuated by this common impnlse, 
they met half-way between the two mansions. 
They read the same books, and talked them 
over together ; they told each other their 
thoughts — (luckily they had some to tell, 
which is not invariably the case on these 
occasions, ns I am informed) — in fact, they 
were fast friends. And, though ascetic and 
malevolent old bachelors (fellows who have 
been jilted, probably, and have a spite against 
the Bex) do say, that female friendships spring- 
ing up thus rapidly, and cemented with pas- 
sages from Byron, Moore, and Madame de 
Stuel, are sometimes rather fanciful than sin- 
cere, and aro apt to fall to decay with mar- 
vellous celerity, jet this was an honorable 
instance of the stability of female alliances ; 
it continued during the period of Lady Lee’s 
married life, and*, since her widowhood, 
Orelia had been a frequent visitor at the 
Heronry. 

Her ladyship’s acquaintance with Rosa 
was of more recent date ; and as the account 
of its origin involves the introduction of a new ! 
character in our story, we shall discuss it in 
another chapter. 

chapter nv. 

Not very far from the Herony — perhaps 
half a mile from the gates — stood the little 
village of Lanscote. This was not the village 
described in a former chapter as* in view from 
the windows of the house, but was situated 
on the hither side of the river. A trim but 
somewhat steep lane* descending shadily be- 
tween high banks, led to it. Lowcing through 
a long vista of overhanging hawthorn, the 
wayfarej saw before him, just at the point 
where a sharp turn would bring him in sight 
of the village, the white gate of the parsonage. 
Arriving at this gate, and standing in tne 
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cross-road, the view suddenly expanded ; — on 
each side stretched a perspective of four or 
five miles, while, beyond the parsonage, the 
prospect was closed by the foliage of trees 
clothing the steep bank of the farther side of 
the river. 

Here dwelt Josiah Young, curate of Lan9- 
cote, and here he had dwelt for two or three 
years previously. Some time before the 
opening of our story, it had occurred to him 
that the presence of his sister Rosa, who had 
been, when he last saw her, a merry school- 
girl, but was now grown into a young lady of 
near eighteen, would agreeably enliven his 
solitude. He pondered the idea of procuring 
a visit from her for some time, and at length 
resolved to broach the project to his house- 
keeper, Jennifer Greene. 

If the Reverend Josiah had possessed the 
slightest turn for diplomacy, he would never 
have done anything of the sort, but would 
have locked the idea securely in his own 
breast till it was ripe for execution. Jennifer 
Greene was by no means the sort of house- 
keeper likely to regard the establishment of 
young ladies in the household with a favora- 
ble eye. She was a widow, about thirty, 
trim, neat, black-eyed, sharp of look and 
voice, and as fond of ptfwer as Lord John 
Russell. As she stood on the other side of the 
breakfast-table, with the tei-caddy in her 
hand, measuring out, according to custom, 
the number of spoonfuls required for the 
curate’s breakfast, he began to feel the im- 
practicability of his project dawning on him. 
Up to that moment, it had seemed to him a 
simple, matter-of-fact sort of thing, easy of 
arrangement, and sure of her concurrence ; 
but now, as, sitting in his eosy-chuir, he 
glanced nervously over his book at her closed 
lips — firmly closed os they always were, as 
if to keep in a retort struggling to burst out 
before it was required — he really wanted 
words to begin. It suddenly seemed to him 
a favor he had no right lo expect, and he felt 
that Jennifer would be justified in the out- 
burst that would be sure to follow. The 
curate was a nervous man. He experienced 
a sort of guilty sensation, as he often did 
when preferring requests to the despotic Jen- 
nifer — such as he had felt lately when he 
thought of asking her to change nis dinner- 
hour to a more convenient one, but could n’t 
m&ke up his mind to it. He half resolved to 
express himself on the present subject in a 
note, which he could leave behind, after 
departing on feigned urgent business for a day 
or two. While he was thus considering, the 
housekeeper, having finished measuring the 
tea, put the caddy on the table. 

“ You could n’t make it convenient to spend 
the day somewhere to-morrow, Mr. Young?” 

“ To-morrow, Mrs. Greene. Why so?” 

“ I want,” said the housekeeper, “ to 
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cleanup the house. This carpet must come! “Mrs. Greene!*’ said the astonished cu- 
up, ana — ” rate ; “ dear me, what ’s the matter?” 

“ Would n’t brushing it do ?” suggested the “ Three years come June I ’ve lived here,” 
curate, glancing at the lanes of boots, which, continued Jennifer, gazing at a point in. the 
having overflowed the pair of book-cases that wall over the curate ’b head, and keeping time 
stood in two niches of the apartment, were to her words with her foot on the floor, “and 
now meandering in labyrinthine confusion over if anybody can say there ’s been so much as a 
the floor — ponderous tomes ; ancient volumes, pin wasted, let ’em say it. I ’ve toiled and 
solidly bound and solidly written ; and modern moiled, high and low, up stairs and down, 
works, lighter in structure, certainly, on the like any slave — I ’ve been a good servant to 
outside at least — all wandering, side by side, you, sir. ” 

over chairs, tables, and window-seats ; for the “ Excellent, my dear Mrs. Greene !” said 
curate was an insatiate and insatiable reader, the curate, who suddenly began to believe 
“ Wouldn’t brushing it do?” Jennifer the pink and pattern of all house- 

“No, it wouldn’t sir,” said Jennifer, keepers, and himself an ingrate and£ tyrant — 
shortly. “ There ’s heaps of dust” (pretend- “ invaluable, Mrs. Green — who says other- 
ing to cough) “ in this carpet, only it ’s kept wise ?” 

down by the books. There ’s nothing so bad “ I ’ve been a good servant to you, sir,” 
os books for hoarding the dust ; and wherever continued Jennifer, “ and would have so been, 
there’s dust there’s spiders — and where as was my duty and pleasure, but for spies 
there ’s spiders there ’s cobwebs” (glancing being set over me.” 

sternly at a thread of gossamer swaying from “ Spies !” said Mr. Young ; “ bless me, 
the ceiling, that would have escaped a less who talked of spies ?’•’ 

vigilant eye, as she propounded this ento- “ Yes, spies !” continued Jennifer, pressing 
mological axiom). “ Ana there ’s the spare her hands very tightly on her bosom, and 
bed-room ’s getting quite mouldy — if it is n’t nodding at the wall, with inflated nostrils, 
aired, I would n’t be the next person to sleep “ They may be called sisters, or they may be 
in it — not for 'fifty pound — ’’ called visitors, but there ’s only one name 

“ We must see to that,” said the curate, for them. And my mind ’s made up.” 

“ for it may be wanted. “ But, my dear Mrs. Greene ! surely it’s 
“ Sir ?” said Jennifer, inquiringly. very natural that I should wish to see my sis- 

“I was thinking,” said the curate, stam- ter,” said the Reverend Josiah, apologetically, 
raering with nervousness, “ I was thinking “and she needn’t interfere with you — she 
— that is — I have n’t seen my sister for a would n’t wish to, I ’m sure.” 
long time,” Mrs. Greene. “Wouldn’t she? 0, sir, you may think 

“ Well, sir,” said Mrs. Greene. so, perhaps, in the innocence of your heart; 

“ And — and — I ’ve been thinking of ask- but you don’t know ’em. It ’s one thing to 
ing her to come and see me ; and of course look after gentlemen, and another thing to be 
she ’d have to sleep in the spare bed-room, looked after by ladies. I have n’t refused the 
Mrs. Greene.” many good situations I might have had, to be 

Jennifer’s side was towards him, and, as overlooked now — and so, sir, as I said, my 
she tossed up her head now, her sharp eyes mind ’s made up, and — and” — (here a cloud- 
glanced sideways on his face, so that the iness about the eyes betokened a coming 
right one looked at him across the point of shower, while the tapping on the floor was 
her nose. * louder than ever) — “ ana I hope you ’ll get 

“ 0, sir! ’’said Jennifer. “ Very good, sir!” somebody to” (sob, sob) — “please, please 
That was all. The curate did not know you” (sniff, sniff) — “ better than me.” 
how she looked os she departed, for he did Mr. Young sighed, and was troubled. Per- 
mit dare to glance at her ; but he remarked haps (he thought) he had been very wrong to 
that her step was rather quick, and the door speak about it. Housekeepers had their 
made a good deal of noise in closing. feelings and points of honor like other folks, 

“ Dear me,” said he, drawing his chair to and were entitled to have them indulged, 
the table, and pouring out the tea, “ I feel The idea of her really going away and leaving 
Quite relieved. Really it is very good of Mrs. him to look out for a flesh housekeeper, who 
Greene to be so accommodating.” didn’t know his ways, and would give him 

The curate went on devouring his book and no end of trouble, was not to be entertained 
his toast, unsuspectingly, in this deceitful fora moment — so he decided to relinquish 
calm. He had finished a chapter of the his project, and go home for a week instead ; 
former, and was buttering a second round of and applying himself to soothe the wounded 
the latter, when the door was again opened, prejudices of Jennifer, prevailed upon her, as 
and Jennifer entered. a great favor, to resuine the seals of office, in 

“ There, sir,” said she, flinging down on the consideration of his submission, 
table a bunch of keys ; “ there, sir, you’ll We are all of us henpecked — husbands by 
find everything correct to the last pin.” their wives, bachelors by housekeepers, Wash- 
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erwotnen, and other females with whom they 
come in contact ; none of us can plume our- 
selves upon the intact perfection of our plu- 
mage, for the marks of the pecker are over us 
all ; and the Reverend Josiah Young, with 
his neck quite denuded, and his tail-leathers 
sorely bedraggled, cowered like a plucked 
capon in the presence of his housekeeper, 
who began to wear a comb and crow like a 
cock. 

Immediately after his defeat, the Reverend 
Joeiah, hastily concluding a breakfast for 
which he had no appetite left, lit his pipe and 
went out into his garden. 

Every flower there was a personal friend of 
his — he knew, not only the history of its 
race, but the biography of the individual. 
To this lonqjy, silent man the woods and 
lanes and fields opened their hearts, and be- 
came great storehouses of interest. Primroses 
spoke to him when they came out in the 
spring ; harebells chimed an audible music ; 
the moss and the heath and the fern dis- 
closed to him their hidden virtues. The 
tinted ornaments of the earth were not more 
lavish of their sweetness to the roving bee, 
than to this plain, black-coated, white-cravated 
curate. 

I say plain, for, open as was the curate’s 
soul to forms of grace and sounds of harmony, 
his person was not remarkable for beauty — 
he was rather plain than otherwise, with 
light, very light nair and eyebrows, and his 
pale pink complexion inclined to run into 
small excrescences about the nose, cheeks, and 
chin. Ah ! to think that the fairest minds 
sometimes elude the observer behind warts 
and pimples ! Had I the management of the 
world, the curate should have a skin of satin, 
and a halo like an angel. 

So he walked carefully through the paths 
of his little garden, stooping to take each 
flower between his two first fingers, and up- 
turn its face to his, whilo the sun, 'glancing 
through his light, frizzly hair, made it look 
like hay. Ana, sometimes espying a cater- 
pillar, earwig, or other bandit and free com- 
panion, mutilating his favorites, he would 
pour on the felonious insect clouds of tobacco 
smoke till it became insensible, and, carefully 
transferring it in a state of coma to a leaf, 
would convey it beyond the boundary of his 
garden. A paddock across the road was the 
convict establishment, and was quite a pre- 
serve of banished vermin and reptiles. 

He was gazing fondly on the countenance 
of a blue anemone near the gate, whdn a very 
gentle tap or poke on the shoulder from the 
point of a parasol caused him to start and 
turn round — Lady Lee smiled at him over 
the palisades, and the image of the anemone 
faded from his mind. With his pale pinki- 
ness of complexion become celestial rosy red 
(for, like all nervous, studious men, the curate 
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had a sad trick of blushing), he hastened to 
open the gate, and she and Julius entered, 
while the white pointer crouched outside in 
the sun. 

“ How I envy you your interest in your 
flowers! If I could read the book of the 
earth like you, I would be content to turn a 
sort of philosophic nun, and consecrate myself 
to its worship,” said her ladyship. 

“ So woula men lose one of their objects of 
worship,” Baid the curate, gallantly ; but he 
spoiled the compliment by hesitating in its 
delivery. 

“ Your interest seems always so fresh,” 
she continued, not heeding his speech. “ You 
seem to turn to each object as unweariedly os 
if it were your first glance — the bloom is re- 
newed for you, while I — ” 

“ While you find novelty in perpetual di- 
versity,” said the curate. “ It shows your 
mind to be many-sided, your sympathies 
wide.” 

“No,” said Lady Lee> dropping on the 
stone seat at the gate, and poking absently in 
the flow T er-bed with the point of her parasol : 
“ it shows me fickle, unstable, unsatisfied. I 
am occupied for the time; but in the inter- 
vals I sit listlessly, and hear the earth creak- 
ing wearily on its axle.” 

The curate gazed at her with wonderful 
sympathy ; he absolutely winked with earnest- 
ness. “Ah,” he said, “ could I but have the 
happiness of knowing how to fill up these 
chinks of fancied weariness — for fancied it 
must be, since to be wearied of yourself seems 
an impossibility” (this he muttered to him- 
self) — “ I could be content indeed.” 

“ And have you not done great things for 
me?” said she. “ I don’t know any one to 
whom I owe so much. It is you who have 
directed my studies and widened my views. 
Before, I was a desultory devourer of books, 
reading much but meditating little ; walking 
through the world like a peasant girl at a fair, 
wondering and ignorant. You have led mo 
within the portals of those fairy lands of 
science where you walk at your ease, and 
where I might follow, but for an indolence 
and apathy which I have spirit enough to 
regret, but not to conquek” 

“ Perhaps I could wish you a little more 
zealous in your pursuit of knowledge,” re; 
joined the curate ; “ your powers of observing 
and judging are too rare to be allowed to 
rust; and yet I don’t know whether there 
is n’t something more engaging to the fancy 
in your present mode of straying only among 
the flowers and avoiding the oust of theso 
pursuits. To saunter is more feminine and 
graceful than to plod.” 

“Flatterer!” said her ladyship, shaking 
her parasol at him ; “ you certainly have the 
art of putting me in better humor with my- 
self ; whether by your words or example, I 
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don’t know. Bless me, Juley!” she said, 
jumping up from the bench and looking at her 
watch, “ we must be off. We are going to 
visit some people in the village, Juley and I.” 
One would no longer have known her bright 
face for the clouded, listless one of a moment 
before — the remembrance of her weariness 
had vanished. But the curate was not so 
versatile, and he stuck to his subject. 

“ I was in hopes,” said he, 44 that I should 
shortly have given you a new subject of in- 
terest — my sister Rosa, of whom yon have 
heard me speak — but I am vexed to find she 
can’t come to me.” 

44 And why not?” asked Lady Lee. 

The curate was rather ashamed to confess 
the obstacle, but, by skilful cross-examination, 
her ladyship elicited that Jennifer was the 
opposing party. 

“Wretched woman!” said Lady Lee to 
herself, apostrophizing the offending Jennifer ; 
but presently a thought seemed to strike her. 
“What is Rosa’s address?” inquired shp ; 
44 I must write to her, and say now sorry I 
am she can't come ; and so we may become 
acquainted, at least on paper.” And having 
obtained the address, she bid the curate good 
morning, smiling, and departed. 

A few days afterwards he got a note desir- 
ing his presence at the Heronry. Before he 
had welt entered the hall a pair of arms were 
cast round him — 

44 I ’m come, Josiah,” whispered Rosa to 
her astonished brother, 44 to stay with Lady 
Lee, and I ’m to visit you every day.” 

Thus it was that Rosa Young became dom- 
iciled at the Heronry, and, henceforth, the 
curate’s visits there were made ou a more 
familiar footing. 

Hitherto his admiration and friendship for 
Lady Lee had been of a very respectful kind ; 
and not even her frank and sisterly treatment 
of him had been able to diminish the awe 
with which her beauty, refinement, and a 
certain loftiness that mingled even with her 
frankness, inspired him. She had been a 
holiday figure m his imagination, to have con- 
templated which too often and too familiarly 
would have appeared, to the curate’s mind, a 
kind of unholy revelry. 

But Rosa’s presence now formed a connect- 
ing link between them. That “ things which 
are familiar with the same thing ore familiar 
with one another,” is an axiom as true as any 
in Euclid. Not that I mean to insinuate, 
however, that because both the curate and 
Lady Lee were in the habit of occasionally 
kissing Rosa, they ever kissed each other. I 
should be truly sorry to stain my pages with 
the chronicling of any such enormity, which 
would deservedly call down on my devoted 
head the wrath of all the aged and exemplary 
female critics in England (old ladies, as I 
judge from internal evidence, being the authors 
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of four fifths of the most profound criticism of 
the day) ; and I have quite enough to do, as 
it is, to avoid treading on the corns of those 
estimable persons. No, no; . all I mean to 
say is, that Lady Lee, when seeing Rosa skip- 
ping round the curate, putting a neater bow 
on his white cravat, brushing the dust off his 
coat, and calling him Josiah, would some- 
times, in a half-inadvertent way, call him 
Josiah also ; for, indeed, it was not easy to be 
ceremonious with him. And the curate’s 
heart would thereupon give a lively jump of 
delight, sending his blood leaping not only 
into his face, but right up to the crown of his 
head, and filling his soul and his eyes with a 
wonderful gratitude and complacency ; inspir- 
ing him, at the same time, with such an ar- 
dor to make some return for this delightful 
familiarity, that he would have* been charmed 
to rush off at a moment's notice to the extrem- 
ities of the earth to fetch her pocket-hand- 
kerchief. But no such sacrifices were re- 
quired at his hands ; and the calling of him 
by his Christian name grew more frequent, 
till 44 Mr. Young” was almost banished from 
the precinots of their conversation ; and, when 
the appellation did creep in, it caused him to 
feel a kind of mild and sorrowful resentment. 

Then, what could be more charming than to 
sit with them in the spacious library, with its 
hollow carved ceiling, its deep bay-windows 
with the diamond panes, its velvet-covered 
easy-chairs, and shelves filled with books, many 
of thfem of his own selection ; and there to ex- 
pound to them some botanical or geological 
theory or system, or read aloud from some 
author whom they had hitherto been unac- 
quainted with, either from his being so very 
ancient or so very new. And a new and hith- 
erto unsuspected peculiarity began to develop 
itself in the curate — he became extremely 
cunning, and, under pretence of giving broth- 
erly advice to Ro6a, would direct all sorts of 
moral and didactic batteries upon Lady Lee. 
For the benefit of the latter, too, though under 
the sara i pretence, he would advance senti- 
ments and opinions on intimate and confiden- 
tial subjects, all having remote reference to 
her ladyship ; but whenever she expressed her 
dissent from any of these, he would immedi- 
ately abandon them, and shamelessly go over, 
with the utmost facility, to her side of the 
question. 

He showed a great deal of art, too, in the 
gradual approaches he made towards calling 
her Hester. If she had been simply Miss Lee, 
he would have seen his way clearly enough ; 
for he might first have called her Miss Hester, 
and then gradually have dropt the former pre- 
fix. Now, to convert Lady Lee into Hester 
was no such easy process. But Rosa, by her 
ladyship’s own desire, always addressed her by 
her Christian name ; and when she said to her 
brother, 44 Josiah, Hester says so and 90,” 
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the curate would repeat after her, “ 0, Hes- 
ter says so and so, does she?*’ and then would 
tremulously and furtively glance at her lady- 
ship, to see how she took it ; and, finding this 
pass, as a matter of course, he grew bolder ; [ 
and when Rosa said, “ Hester and I are going to 
work,” he would say, “ Well, if Hester and 
you are going to work, I ’ll read to you 
which devices he considered os the climax of 
human ingenuity and tact. 

Instead, too, of any longer keeping the 
image of Lady Lee under a glass-case, as it 
were, only indulging himself occasionally with 
the contemplation of it, it now began to intrude 
.itself between him and his flowers, to take 
shape, and ascend in the smoke of his meer- 
schaum — nay, to cause the pages of the veiy 
sermon he was writing for delivery on the en- 
suing Sunday to grow dim and confused be- 
neath the cefestial radiance totally obliterat- 
ing, perhaps, some eloquent paragraph he bad 
just composed on the vanity of ail human af- 
fections. And then, waking up, lie would 
wave away the vision impatiently, take a fresh 
dip of ink, square his elbows resolutely, and 
write, “ Thirdly, my Christian friends, let us 
consider — ” and, sinking back in his chair, 
the poor curate would consider nothing more 
to the purpose than how Lady Leo had looked 
or spoken when he last saw her. And he 
carried on with her, while alone in his elbow- 
chair at the parsonage, more imaginary con- 
versations than ever Walter Savage Landor 
wrote, and would thirst for the next visit, that 
this airy eloquence of his might take actual 
sound, and receive audible replies. And he 
used to be so brilliant, so lively, so irresistible, 
in argument, in these ideal interviews, that he 
would sometimes, at the conclusion of a real 
one, wonder why he should depart with a 
sense of having acquitted himselr in a maimer 
so inferior to his thought. 

Let no impatient lover, sighing like furnace, 
and burning like one, taking no note of time, 
and wishing it annihilated till the moment 
shall come to give him all he wishes — let 
none such imagine that the curate’s passion 
made him anxious or unhappy. Study and 
reading and philosophy had made his life so 
full before, that no empty hours were left 
wherein to originate those ardent hopes that 
give a man no peace till they are smothered in 
possession. So far as mere beauty affected 
him, the curate' might have been chaplain to 
a seraglio, without ever falling in love with 
the fairest Georgian of them all. He would 
have simply admired her, as he did one of 
those gorgeous beetles or painted butterflies 
with which his hat and pockets overflowed 
after a morning walk. He would never have 
gone an inch out of his way to look for an ob- 
ject of worship. But how could he help fall- 
ing in love, poor, unsuspicious Josiah, when 
love lay directly in his accustomed paths ? 


And never did captive dwell more contentedly 
at the bottom of his pitfall. A new and bright 
element had been introduced into a busy, 
peaceful life, lending it a fresh charm, but pro- 
ducing no violent displacement of the habitual 
trains of thought. And the curate was so 
happy, that, if these pleasant relations had 
continued just as they were, without growing 
either more or less intimate, he could have 
passed on thus, even to old age, without a 
murmur. And his life, thus gently rippled, 
was flowing on shadily and pleasantly, when 
its placid surface was further broken by the 
reappearance of an old acquaintance of his 
(though a new one to the reader), as occurred 
in the following manner. 

chapter xv. 

It was a wet .evening — cold, though in 
June, and more comfortless than a stormy 
winter twilight, when the idea of the cheerful 
fire illuminating the inner world of homo is 
pleasant to the drenched and shivering victim 
of weather. The curate was returning from 
a visit to an invalid in the village ; his black 
trousers, saturated with the moisture of the 
long, rank herbage, mostly fern and dock- 
leaves, that fringed the lane, stuck closely as 
gaiters to his ankles, while his umbrella 
rattled again with the showers of drops it 
shook down in its passage underneath the 
hawthorn bushes. There was a little pool in 
the latch of the garden-gate os he put his 
forefinger in it: the white palings gleaming 
wetly in the gloom; the garden itself was 
drenched and dismal ; and the window of his 
sitting-room, which, in a winters evening, 
glowed out on his returning figure like the 
portal of a brighter world, looked black and 
sullen as a cave. “ I ’ll have a fire,” said 
the curate, “ if Mrs. Greene has no objection ; 
and I ’ll have some tea ; and I ’ll finish the 
other volume of that capital book.” The 
curate was a great sensualist in his way. 

Forgetting to scrape his shoes before enter- 
ing, and sticking his wet umbrella upright 
against the wall, from the ferrule of which 
forthwith meandered a dark, sluggish stream 
along the passuge (both high crimes and 
misdemeanors in the Jenniferian code), he 
rubbed up his hair, and entered his sitting- 
room. Ho was groping his way to tho bell, 
to order a fire to bo lit, when he saw a tall, 
dark figure standing in the shadow of the 
window-curtains. The curate at first thought 
it an optical delusion, and waved his hand 
towards it, in order to dispel the vision ; but 
his fingers encountered tho lapel of a veritable 
coat. “ A robber!” thought the curate, and 
instantly grappled the intruder. “ Who are 
you, sir? and what are you doing in my 
house?” queries which the mysterious person 
responded to by grappling him in return, and 
forcibly causing him to seat himself in his 
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easy-chair. The curate, however, still re- “Not altered, Fane, in speech or spirit/’ 
sisted valiantly, till his antagonist, who ha<\ said the curate smiling — “ the same irrev- 
been struggling, not only with him, but with erent fun on the surface — the same strong 
a laugh that threatened to become uproarious, sense and kindliness, doubtless, underneath, 
suddenly quitted his hold, giving hearty vent We ’ll have such a glorious evening — for you 
to his merriment. . won’t leave me, I’m sure. Mrs. Greene! 

“I should know that voice,” said the Mrs. Greene!” (Enter Jennifer.) “My friend 
curate; “who on earth js it?” The sound here is going to stay the evening — he has 
had conjured up a vision of the curate’s youth, had no dinner — could n’t you, that is, would 
Just then Mrs. Greene entered with the it trouble you much to — a beefsteak, you 
candles. The light showed the figure of a know, or something of that sort, and some of 
tall man, in undress cavalry uniform, with a your excellent mashed potatoes — and a bottle 
handsome face and a light mustache, beneath of beer — and I ’ll just have my tea at the 
, which his teeth gleamed whitely in his mirth, same time.” ^ 

He held out his hand to the curate. “ The The countenance of Jennifer was gloomy ih 
same old boy,” said he, “ as ever — the same the extreme; under-done steak and half- 
old Josey.” mashed potatoes were written thereon very 

The curate, with his head thrust inquiringly legibly, to the despairing glance of the curate, 
forward, his mouth open, ‘stared in his face, who knew that she 4idn’t like to be put out 
and dubiously took his hand. “ Not Fane,” of her way by impromptu visitors. Fane 
he said — “ not Durham Fane?” The other stepped forward. 

nodded, smiling. b “ Excellent Miss Greene,” he said, “ don’t 

The curate instantly tightening the grip of mind what my hospitable friend says. Some 
his right hand, seized Fane’s arm above the bread and butter, cut by your own fair hands 
elbow with his left, and worked at him as if — some tea, such os you administer to him — 
the house had sprung a leak, and his visitor are all I shall trouble you for. I know, my 
were the pump on which he depended for pretty Miss Greene, what a bachelor’s house- 
safety. hold is.” 

“Not forgotten, Durham ! — never forgot- Mrs. Greene’s feelings were touched — she 
' ten in all the long years since we were com- liked being called Miss Greene, because it 
panions ! — always remembered as ray earliest made her think she looked young. She liked 
friend. I may almost say my only one ; for I the politeness of the handsome officer — she 
have never had one of the kind since. And liked his consideration for a bachelor’s housc- 
w T hcre have you come from? and what are keeping, while she felt a pride in her own 
you doing with that mustache? — and how resources. She smiled and curtsied pleasantly 
did you find me out? Have you had any as she withdrew. Fane sent a shot alter her. 
dinner?” “What a handsome housekeeper you’ve 

“ Ha, ha ! — the same muddle-headed old got, Josey ! What does the bishop say, you 
boy as ever, with his ideas, called suddenly sly dog?” 

in from wool-gathering, pouring forth in “ Is Mrs. Greene handsome ?” said Josiah. 
breathless disorder,” said Fane. “First, “ I really never noticed her looks.” 

Josey, I come from Doddington, where my Fane laughed. “ Now, if anybody but you 
troop is quartered at present. I had been had said that,” said he, clapping the curate 
out for an afternoon ride, when, struck by the on the shoulder, “ were he the most venerable 
appearance of your parsonage, I asked a girl of archdeacons, or an archbishop, I should 
who was passing whose it was? — more for have thought him an arch-humbug. But I 
the sake ot speaking to the article, who was believe you, Josey. You were always a vir- 
pretty, Josey, than Decause I cared to know, tuous old boy, by nature and habit as well as 
‘The Reverend Josiah Young!* — the name principle; and I ’ll be sworn you don’t even 
electrified me — it was threatening rain ; so I know the color of your housekeeper’s eyes.” 
tied my horse to the gate (from whence he “ And now answer me, thou naughty var- 
has since been transferred to the stable) and let,” said the curate, drawing his chair to 
entered. A glance round the room, and at the fire ; “ what hast thou been doing these 

the backs of the books, would have assured ten years?” 

me who was the inhabitant, even without the “ We soldiers, Josey ^’’replied Fane, “spend 
autograph on the fly-leaves. Burton — Gilbert our time pretty much as Satan spends his, ac- 
White — Camden — Evelyn — Jeremy Taylor cording to the Book of Job — in passing to 
— Keneltn Digby — the antiquated brother- and fro on the earth, and walking up and down 
hood would have been sorely incomplete on it.” 

without old Josey Young, the most old-iash- “ Can’t you let Job alone, and answer for 

ioned of the fraternity, to consort with them, yourself?” returned Josiah. “I trust your 

Sol sat here patiently, while the rains de- life only resembles Satan’s in a perambulatory 
scended and the winds came, waiting till you point of view. And how does it suit you ? Is 
should make yourself manifest.” it what you could wish ? Have you read much ? 
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— you used to be a great reader. Have yon 
Been a great deal of the world ? Has it pros- 
pered with you?” 

44 Why, yes,” said Fane ; 44 in the ordinary 
senso I have been prosperous. Health — 
promotion rapid enough — pleasant, though 
seldom quite congenial, associates — a stir- 
ring Indian campaign, out of which I came 
sound in wind and limb — and, for the rest, 
a soldiering, sporting, love-making life, with 
snatches of better things. Such has been the 
tenor of my course. Judge you of its con- 
geniality.” 

“Not satisfactory, Durham — not, what I 
had prefigured for you. Though, as a boy, 
you were impetuous, impatient, impulsive” — 

“ In fact, everything that was impish,” 
said Fane. % 

“ Yet I knew there was ballast enough to 
steady the vessel. But I fear the good ship 
has been drifting aimlessly.” 

44 Too true,” said Fane — “too true. But 
my prospects have changed. Three years 
ago I was serving in India, exemplifying how 
happy the soldier is who lives on his pay, 
when I unexpectedly received a communica- 
tion from my mother's eldest brother. This 
old gentleman had never forgiven my mother 
for marrying my father, a poor subaltern, nor 
exchanged wora or letter with her to the day 
of her death. I had consequently nothing to 
expect from him, especially as he had adopted 
my cousin, Langley Levitt, and was bringing 
him up as his heir. But Langley, by some 
acts of disobedience and extravagance, had 
mortally offended him, and was cast adrift 
without a penny. My uncle now offered me 
the vacant place in his affections, and pro- 
posed an immediate exchange to a regiment 
at home. ’T was a grand offer for such a 
poor devil as me. I w*as sick of India, and 
gladly consented. The old gentleman be- 
havea very liberally — got me an exchange to 
a cavalry regiment, and gives me a handsome 
allowance. So here I do now walk before 
thee, Josey, captain of dragoons, and heir- 
apparent to some thousands per annum, od 
condition of good behavior.” 

“I’m delighted at your good fortune, Dur- 
ham,” said the curate, getting up to pat his 
friend on the shoulder. “ But the poor cousin 

— what became of him?” 

“ Nobody knows,” replied Fane. “ I have 
caused diligent inquiry to be made for him — 
secretly, for my uncle won’t hear his name 
mentioned — but without success. From all 
I can hear, he is chargeable with nothing 
worse than imprudence, though my uncle did 
once hint at something of a darker nature. I 
believe ho was a general favorite ; but I never 
saw him.” 

“ Poor fellow !” said the • sympathetic 
curate. 44 You must find him, Durham, and 
take care of him. But has this change of 
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life been for the better ? Has your prosperity 
brought any clear prospect of worthy occupa- 
tion with it?” 

“ Was ever such an atrocious kill-joy ! — 
as if it were not enough occupation for an un- 
fortunute mendicant like me to revel in the 
glories of his new position, and go pleasantly 
to the devil. But no, Josey ; my conscience 
has smitten me for leading such a useless 
life, and I said so to my uncle. I told him I 
had looked on long enough at the world, and 
wished to play a part in it. * You want to 
leave dragooning?’ said he. 4 I do,’ said I. 
* Marry,’ said he, in his usual laconic fashion. 
4 AVhom ?’ asked I. 4 Anybody that ’s respect- 
able,’ was the avuncular rejoinder. 4 What 
atrocious hypocrisy ! ’ thought I ; 4 1 ’ll exposo 
it immediately.’ * What d’ ye think, sir, of 
Miss Podder?’ I said — 4 pretty, agreeable, 
and with the prospect of a grand cotton con- 
cern as her heritage.’ 4 Rascal ! ’ thundered 
my uncle, going as near the verge of apoplexy 
as an elderly gentleman with safety can — 
4 how dare you mention the infernal cotton- 
spinning name?’ 4 Miss Standish,’ I sug- 
gested — 4 good breed — regular church-and- 
state family.’ 4 She has n't a second idea,’ 
said my uncle, 4 and I wouldn’t have you 
marry a fool, Durham.’ 4 The only other 
eligible person I can think of,’ said I, 4 is our 
neighbor, Miss Kindersley.’ 4 Would you 
marry a death’s-head?’ thundered my rela- 
tive (and the lady is somewhat gaunt and 
grim, Josey), 4 or do you think I wish to see 
my niece-in-law grin at me?* The upshot 
was, that as nothing was to be found near 
home, I was to try my fprtune elsewhere. 
Married or not, at the end of a year I ex- 
change life military for life bucolic ; but I 
hardly dare show my nose at home without a 
wife. Do you know anybody, Josey, that 
would suit me ?” 

Why did the curate redden at the question ? 
Was it that he did know somebody to the 
purpose? And if so, why not name her? 
Poor Josiah ! a spark of jealousy shot sharply 
along that simple, honest heart, as he thought 
how well Durham Fane would match with 
Lady Lee. 

Biefore he bad time to grapple with the 
thought, or to reply, a rattling as of plates, 
knives and forks, in the passage, was heard ; 
and presently a savory odor preceded Jennifer 
into the room. A tender steak, done to a 
turn, a well made omelet, and a little pyra- 
mid of mashed potatoes, of a charming shade 
of brown, appeared on the snow-white cloth, 
with a bottle of beer standing sentinel over 
the whole. The curate’s heart was filled 
with gratitude to Jennifer. 

“Bad policy, Miss Greene,” said Fane, 
drawing a chair toward the well-spread tray, 
44 to moke my dinner so inviting. I shall be 
coming too often.” 


Digitized by 


Google 



LADY LEE’S WIDOWHOOD. 


802 

“ Really, Durham, I don’t know what 
spell you ’vo east over Mrs. Greene,” said 
Josiah, as she retired simpering primly. 
11 She is really in a charming numor.” 

It did the curate good to mark the aflec- 
tionate ardor with which Fane threw himself 
on the steak. He hovered round his guest, 
plying him with pepper, ketchup, a browner 
portion of potato — uncorked nis beer and 
poured it foaming creamily into the tumbler 
— drew* the loaf and butter more within his 
reach — put a fire-screen before him, and 
then, somewhat inconsistently, poked up the 
fire ; after which, he sat down opposite him, 
smiling in the intervals of sipping his tea. 

“ And how has the time passed with you, 
Josey?” inquired Fane, looking up from his 
plate ; “ doubtless, os of yore, in a state of 
dreamy activity. I always considered yours 
the most w onderful case of somnambulism ever 
known. You eat, drink, and walk about like 
other men, while your mind dwells forever in 
pleasant dream-lands. I would lay a wager 
that you do not now see me in my true light, 
as a very ordinary mortal dropt in unexpect- 
edly on an old friend, but as an Orestes 
brought by good spirits to rejoin his Pylades. 
Life and its incidents were always to you, in 
reality, what they are to other men only in 
the illusions of memory or of hope. And I 
would lay another wager, Josey, that if thou 
shouldst get thee a wife, she, to ordinary 
eyes a mere chronicler of small beer, and a 
mender of cotton stockings, will be, in yours, 
a peerless and perfect dame, more than half 
angel, even though she should waddle before 
thee with no more waist than a soda-water 
bottle, and with chins all the way down to 
her stomacher.” 

“ Do you think I have that faculty?” said the 
curate, thoughtfully. “ Why, it never struck 
me — perhaps I * have, though — perhaps I 
have. But I don’t remember ever forming a 
very lofty opinion, such as you mention, of 
any woman, except one — and she deserves 
it. Anybody would say so. You will say so 
yourself when you see her.” 

“ No, Josey, no. I lack the vision and the 
faculty divine. I am as much over-critical os 
you are the reverse ; and it has enabled me 
to walk scathless through the hosts of sirens 
and Circes that beset a man in the earlier 
stages of his pilgrimage. Why, most rev- 
erend and simple Josey, you, with one half 
my temptations, would have been hopelessly 
wedded years since to some remorseless 
female, who, with no more sympathy with 
your pursuits than my horse, would have in- 
vaded your sacred leisure and beloved ease at 
the head of a troop of imps, whom you would 
secretly have hated all the worse because you 
believed yourself their father. And for this 
lady without peer that you speak of — why, 
’t is ten to one, Josey, that I find her some 


dowdy, or perchance some stupid lay figure 
which your warm imagination has” — 

“Durham!” said the curate, seriously — 

“ Durham !” 

“ Why, Josey, a thousand pardons,” said 
Fane, looking up and pausing with a piece of 
steak on his lifted fork. “ Why, the old boy 
looks ns grave as a judge — the sort of look 
you used to assume, Josey, when I played 
tricks on our revered head-master at the old 
vicarage school. But I will look at her, 
Josey, through your spectacles, and, whatever 
may be my secret thoughts of this piece of 
Eve’s flesh, I will say naught except in praise 
of her ; nay. more, without seeing hor, I pro- 
nounce her” — 

“ Say nothing till you have seen her, Dur- 
ham,” interposed the curate, “ and then say 
just what you honestly think.” 

“ But you have roused my curiosity, Josey. 
Who or what is she? What is her name 
among men?” 

“ She is called Lady Lee,” said the curate ; 

“ and her Christian name is Hester.” 

“ Lady Leo !” repeated Fane — “ then she 
is married, oh ? and you are admiring your 
neighbor's wife, most virtuous Josey?” 

“ No,” said the curate ; “ she ’sa widow.” 

“A widow!” cried Fane. “ Why, there 
ou have shivered to pieces at a word all the 
igh imaginations with which I was laboring 
to come up to your description. There are 
two sorts of widows — one, fat, contented, 
red-faced, looking out for prey among man- 
kind with the calmness of a proficient in the 
art of man-stealing — the other, wizened, 
sharp-nosed, querulous, and mighty prolific, 
as a train of ugly little copies of the dear 
departed bear witness. Which does hei 
ladyship belong to, Josey?” 

44 1 ’ll talk to you on the subject whei 
you ’re in a better frame of mind,” said th 
curate. 

“ But, seriously now, Josey, and in sotx 
truth, would there not be something tru 
formidable in the idea of manwing a widov 
To step, not merely into a dead man’s shoe 
but to put your head in his very nightcap 
to have a ghost for a rival — to have bi 
comparisons drawn between yourself and 
apparition — to find that her taste incii 
towards dark men (the complexion of 
deceased having been of a fine deep broi 
while yours is of angelic fairness) — to ki 
that, when you keep her waiting for din 
or venture to be drowsy when she wants 
to be lively, Bhe is thinking of a dear first 
baud who never committed these crimes. 
Josey ! do not all these sentiment-def 
considerations lurk within the elose-crii 
circle of a widow’s-cap?” 

While delivering these remarks. Fan* 
too busy with his knife and fork to ot 
that they caused the curate to fidget nerv 
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in his chair. At the conclusion of them the 
latter hastened to change the subject, taking 
advantage of the allusion Fane had made to 
their school-days to talk of those vanished 
time9 with wonderful zest and glee. 

At length, after prolonged and youth-re- 
storing review of past times, Fane rose, looking 
at his watch. “ Josey, I must be off.” 

“ Not at all,” said the curate, starting hast- 
ily from his chair ; “ you must stay here to- 
night Don’t you hoar the rain?” 

“But ’twill put you out of your way,” 
urged Fane. 

“ Not in the least — not in the least,” said 
the hospitable curate. He had been revolving 
in his mind the chances of Jennifer permitting 
the sanctuary of the spare room to be profaned, 
and had resolved not to run the risk of giving 
her a distaste for Fane at this, his first visit, 
by taxing her amiability too much, as that 
might render his future ones unpleasant. 
Therefore the curate had arranged that Fane 
should occupy his own bed, that he should 
himself sleep on the sofa, and that Mrs. Greene 
need not know anything about it. 

So, when they had talked their fill, the 
curate took a candle to show him the way. 
But first they went out to the stable, where 
Fane , with his own hands, groomed his charger, 
fed him (for Josiah, though he had no horse 
of his own, was always prepared to entertain 
the steeds upon which his mother clergymen 
came to visit him), and littered him down, 
Josiah holding the candle. Then they pro- 
ceeded up-6tairs, at the t<m of which Josiah 
halted, and cautioning his friend to step lightly 
that he might not awake Mrs. Greene, whose 
door he would pass, whispered “ Good night,” 
and, watching him disappear and shut the 
door of the chamber, descended softly to his 
sitting-room, where, taking off his coat and 
shoes, he slumbered peacefully on the sofa, 
with his best surplice and a green baize table- 
cloth for bed-clothes. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

When Jennifer entered the next morning, 
to glance her sharp eyes round the sitting-room 
and direct the labors of the housemaid (a young 
villager, whom she kept in a state of complete 
subjection), she was startled at seeing her 
master extended on the sofa, slumbering, as 
aforesaid, peacefully beneath the surplice and 
the table-cloth — for the curate, rendered rest- 
less by the many thoughts which the presence 
of his friend had conjured up, lay tossing long 
after midnight, and had failed to wake so early 
as he designed in order to evade detection. 
Jennifer drew herself up and looked at him 
with austere surprise ; but presently guessing 
the true state of the case, she turned to her 
young assistant, who stood behind her with 
Eroom and duster, and commanded her to go 
softly into the curate’s bed-room and bring her 


word who was sleeping there. Presently the 
maid returned, saying it was the strange offi- 
cer, and Jennifer’s features relaxed into a 
stern smile as she thought of the supremacy 
she had established over the curate, driving 
him to adopt such devices in his own house. 
Sweet is the evidence of our own power — far 
sweeter to natures such as Jennifer's than 
proofs of affection. And, sending the maid 
elsewhere, she closed the door softly and went 
away. 

But oven that soft closing of the door roused 
the curate. He opened his eyes, looked for a 
moment wonderingly about him, and then, 
recalling the event of the evening, he sat up 
on the sofa, rubbed his eyes, and stole gently 
out from under the shelter of his ecclesiastical 
bed-clothes. Congratulating himself on the 
perfect success of his manoeuvre, he arranged 
the table-cloth on tho table, put by his surplice 
where he bad found it, shook and thumped 
the sofa cushions to remove the traces of his 
occupancy, and, throwing his coat and waist- 
coat across bis arm, stole gently out into the 
passage, intending to finish his toilet in his 
own room before waking his friend, and to 
instruct him to feign that he, Fane, had dropt 
in to breakfast after having slept elsewhere. 
But these machinations were dissolved into thin 
air at tho sight of Jennifer, who confronted 
him in the lobby. The curate started like a 
guilty thing surprised, stored, and then said 
feebly, “ Good morning, Mrs. Greene.” 

“ I ’m afraid, sir, you ’ve not slept comfort- 
ably,” said Jennifer ; “ but I must say *t was 
your own fault, Mr. Young. Was n’t there 
the spare room for your friend, if you had only 
let me know?” 

The curate was overpowered by Jennifer's 
goodness, and murmured something about 
“ not wishing to give her trouble.” 

“ And pray, sir, when did I complain of 
trouble when I could make you or your friends 
comfortable?” asked Jennifer, reproachfully. 
“ Would the captain like tea or coffee for break- 
fast, sir ? — or there ’s chocolate, if he would 
prefer it?” 

“ Anything, anything you like, my good 
Mrs. Greene — my friend *s not particular,” 
said the curate, quite embarrassed with his 
gratitude, and running hastily lip-stairs. 

This condescension to meet the curate’s 
wishes was a great stroke of policy on the part 
of Jennifer. She felt that it was of no use to 
strain the reins too tightly without an object, 
and that an occasional relaxation of them, 
might better answer her ends — for ends, and 
very definite ones, Jennifer had, even from the 
first day of her establishment at Lansoote Par- 
sonage. She had soon perceived the curate 
to be as helpless, as she phrased it, as a child,, 
in his domestic concerns — and who could, 
manage them better than she? And, having; 
established this fact, she had once absented 
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^ d tb« curate, submitting cheerfully to the 
*t«r2e g° ur,nftn dizing (which was, how- 
°^^q U ite unmerited, for he did not often get 
|ucb breakfasts), smiled gratefully on Jennifer, 
wbo, in her smartest cap, was pouring out the 
coffee with an air of prim satisfaction. 

“I enjoy this wonderfully,” said Fane, as 
he sat after breakfast on a wooden seat fixed 
against the hedge that bounded the curate’s 
garden, having a canopy of lilacs aud labur- 
nums, while around were thickly scattered 
yellow wall-flowers, with a bee feeding on the 
red heart of each, and humming as it fed, 
mingled with many a balsam, and stocks 
purple and white — “I enjoy this wonder- 
fully,” said Fane, looking up from a great vol- 
ume that lay on his lap, and addressing the 
curate, who, pipe in mouth, was bending 
amon£ his flowers ; — 44 more than you, Josey, 
for this is your daily life, and familiarity with 
those^pleasant sights and sounds and scents 
must nave bred a certain indifference towards 
them. But hours like these steal in enchant- 
ingly in the intervals of a busy or a struggling 
life.euch as mine has mostly been, and as I 
hope it will be.” 

"‘You are mistaken,” said the curate. 
“ You are one of those who love strong con- 
trasts, and can scarcely appreciate even the 


I “ You ’re a good, simple old boy, Josey,” 




said Fane, 44 and I ’ve half a mind to envy 
you. There are two classes in the world who 
seem to me to come nearer happiness than 
any others — gardeners and painters. Both 
are brought into incessant contact with the 
wonders, the glory, and the variety of nature, 
and are thus secure against satiety. Both 
are engaged in a struggle, not with their fel- 
lows (\vhich leads to emulations envyings, 
and the rest that you wot of, Josey), but 
with the secrets of the outer world — and 
both receive sufficient encouragement to lead 
them onward in infinite search. Lastly, Josey, 
both find perpetual rewards in the sympathy 
and pleasure which their success excites in 
others. And, therefore, could I but discern 
in myself any artist-power of expression, I 
would turn my sabre- tasche into a palette, fill 
my holsters with camel-hair brushes, and 
(leaving gardening out tho question, because 
it would make my back ache, and is, more- 
over, of the earth, earthy) devote myself to 
placing on canvas the essence of something 
now lying unthought of in nature’s treasury. 
Thus might one give the world assurance of a 
man who oould listen to its din without wish- 
ing to join in the struggle or the shouting.” 

44 A little momentary enthusiasm, excited 
by present peaceful enjoyment, Durham,” 
said the curate, smiling. 44 You are meant 
to cast a broad and general glance upon the 
world, not to peer microscopically into its 
minuter, though still infinite wonders. Trust 
me, Durham, you would never learn to hang 
your morrow’s expectations, as I do, on the 
unfolding of a bud, or the breaking of a germ 
through the soil.” 

44 Long may you continue to flourish in 
your paradise,” said his friend. 4 4 It only 
wants one thing to complete it — such as I 
now see coming down the road, sending rays 
before her, os Dante says of his advancing 
angel, like the morning star. An Eve, Josey, 
approaches, in a fringed parasol and straw 
bonnet — and, by Jove, she’s coming in at 
the gate !” 

The curate, some what short-sighted as he 
was, recognized the celestial apparition before 
it lifted the latch — he always knew Livd; 
Leo a long way off. In his haste to gree 
her he made a spring over the central flower 
bed, instead of going round it, and, ovei 
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estimating his ability, decapitated two gor- 
geous tulips. Her ladyship, however, dis- 
played none of this haste, waiting patiently 
with the open gate in her hand to admit 
Julius, who had overshot the goal in breath- 
less pursuit of a butterfly. 

“ I am so glad you have come this morn- 
ing!” said the curate (as if his illuminated 
countenance and eager haste did not sufficient- 
ly express this). “I am so glad you have 
come, for there is an old friend of mine here 
whom I should like you to know.” 

To say the truth, Lady Lee’s face did not 
assume any appearance of warm interest in 
this friend, nor of great anxiety to make his 
acquaintance. In fact, "when the curate had 
occasionally before introduced her to friends 
of his, whom he had W’aruily eulogized, her 
quick-sighted ladyship had perceived in a 
moment that they owed their merits princi- 
pally, if not altogether, to the curate’s imag- 
ination acting through his warm heart, being, 
in fact, the merest stupid respectabilities 
imaginable. So she walked with the curate 
amid the flower-beds towards the bench where 
Fane was seated, in full expectation of finding 
thero some clerical gentleman clothed inside 
and out in dinginess, and whose talk was of 
tithes. 

Accordingly she lifted her eyes somewhat 
languidly as Fane rose at her approach ; but 
they immediately opened into an expression 
of interest on encountering the glance of the 
earnest, thoughtful, intelligent pair that met 
them. Certainly, there was nothing of the 
personage she had prefigured in the tall, well- 
made form, clad in a handsome uniform, that 
bent towards her as the curate named “his 
friend, Captain Fane.” 

Fane, too, finding that he was in the pres- 
ence of the peerless dame who had illumin- 
ated the curate's conversation the night 
before, and knowing from old experience that 
Josiah’s s wans often appeared merely geese 
to the public eye, did not feel his curiosity 
much excited till he caught that after-glance 
of hers, contrasting so flatteringly with her 
first indifferent, somewhat supercilious look, 
as to appear like an involuntary compli- 
ment. 

. The curate stood by, watching the inter- 
view, and gently rubbing his hands as he 
glanced from one to the other. He had 
always thought each of them handsome — but 
they looked handsomer than they ever had 
before, to his eyes, as they stood opposite to 
each other, their faces reflecting interest. 
And then a strong sense of his own personal 
identity flashed suddenly on him, as if he 
could stand apart from the group and see 
himself making the third in it, with his plain 
face and form, his ungraceful attitude, and 
his dingy dress, contrasting strongly with the 
grace, easy strength, and picturesque attire 
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of his friend. The curate was little accus- 
tomed to think about his own appearance, 
and could not account for the sudden access 
of egotism. 

“Come, don't be ceremonious; shake 
hands,” said the curate. “I’m sure you ’ll 
be friends.” 

Fane held out his hand — “ Ho should 
think the better of himself, henceforth, for 
Josiah’s prophecy.” A sensation, as of guilt 
to be atoned for, came over him as he looked 
at Lady Lee, and thought of his blasphemy 
about widows on the previous night. 

Now Lady Lee’s second glance had satisfied 
her of the truth of a suspicion which the first 
had communicated to her mind — viz., that 
she had seen Captain Fane before. He was, 
however, quickest in remembering where, 
because she had, on the occasion of their 
meeting, been attired very much as at present, 
whereas his uniform mudo a difference suffi- 
cient to puzzle one who had only *een him in 
| shooting-jacket and wide-awake hat. Pres- 
I ently, however, she recognized the hero of the 
adventure at the stepping-stones — the more 
easily, perhaps, because his face had once or 
twice risen uncalled for to her mental eye 
during the interval; and, remembering the 
i mode in which he had got her out of her diffi- 
culty, she very ungratefully intrenched her- ( 
self in a double allowance of reserve and cold- * 
ness. So she merely put the tips of her 
fingers in his extended hand, and turned ^ to 
the curate. 

“ She and Juley,” she said, “ wero taking 
their morning walk, and she had looked in to 
say that there was an arrival at the Heronry 
very interesting to the curate — a packet of 
new books, which he must come and inspect, 
and which Rosa was now unpacking.” This 
was one of her ladyship’s methods of obliging 
the curate, for, knowing that his slender in- 
come was entirely inadequate to appease his 
literary voracity, she used to order regularly 
all the most expensive works connected with 
his pursuits, though she never looked into the 
half of them herself. 

The curate’s eyes glistened, and he rubbed 
his hands vigorously in anticipation. “ Now 
we shall see the great illustrated Ornitholo- 
gy,” said he ; “ glorious ! glorious ! they say 
the drawings are like life.” 

“ And that ’s exactly what they ought to 
resemble,” said Fane, who had seated himself 
again on the bench with his book open on 
his knee. “ Always take care, Josey, that 
in your ardor as a naturalist you don’t lose 
sight of nature. For, do but listen now to a 
passage I had just lighted on in old Gilbert 
White.” And he read as follows — “Echo 
has always been so amusing to the imagina- 
tion that the poets have personified her, and 
in their hands she has been the occasion of 
many a beautiful fiction. Nor need the gray- ' 
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est man be ashamed to appear taken with 
such a phenomenon, since” (mark you, Jo- 
sey), “ since it may become the subject of 
philosophical or mathematical inquiries.” 
“ Strange now,” went on Fane, “ that to this 
old gentleman, a lover of nature, it should 
appear that nature was made for scienoe, not 
science for nature ; that he should fancy his 
partiality for having his imagination stirred 
by echo needed a scientific excuse !” 

“ But that was only his printed and pub- 
lished opinion,” said Lady Lee, who listened 
with interest. “ Trust me, his private one 
was very different, and, often when shouting 
like a schoolboy to wake an echo, the idea 
that pleased him was neither mathematical 
nor philosophical, but poetical — that of an 
invisihlo inhabitant of the solitude.” 

“Good!” said the curate, rubbing his 
hands exultingly. “ Ah, you shall find no 
boy's play here, Durham ! But the truth is, 
that naturalists are sometimes matter-of-fact 
people, incapable of seeing a double meaning 
in the great book they study, and in talking 
to them wo must use their language. White 
was writing to some utilitarian friend, who 
could better understand his sympathy with 
science than with nature. Ana if — ” 

The curate paused abruptly, for he became 
aware that Jennifer was standing at a little 
distance from him, with an expression prim- 
mer even than usual, and holding his surplice 
thrown over her arm. “ What is it, Mrs. 
Greene ?’’ 

“ There ’s a couple that was to have been 
married at ten, sir — and nowit’s half-past 
— the clerk ’s come to say that they ’ro wait- 
ing,” answered Jennifer. 

“ Bless me !” cried the curate, “ I had for- 
gotten all about it ; quick, good Mrs. Greene” 
(as Jennifer helped him on with the surplice, 


looking all the time as resentful os if it were 
her wedding that was delayed;. “ You see 
what you have to answer for, between you,” 
said he, hastening through the garden, out 
of the gate, and down the road, with his sur- 
plice streaming behind him as if he were the 
bearer of a flag of truce. 

“ It ’s one body's work to look after him,” 
said Jennifer, as she reentered the house. 

“ Come, Juley,” said Lady Lee, finding 
herself left alone with the captain, bowing to 
whom she took her departure. 

Fane looked at his watch, and, finding his 
presence would shortly be required on parade, 
went to the stable, saddled his horse, and 
walked down the road, leading him by the 
bridle. And as his homeward road was the 
same as Lady Lee's, and as he walked faster 
than she and Julius, he, in the natural course 
of things, overtook them, and slackened his 
pace to theirs, and the subject of the conver- 
sation he then opened was one in which they 
had common interest — their friend the 
curate. Presently Julius, becoming clamor- 
ous for a ride, was lifted into the saddle. 
There was no such thing as preserving a cold 
demeanor to one so frank, easy, and clever as 
Fane — and her ladyship found herself gnulu- 
ally forgetting the origin of their acquaint- 
ance, conversing with him nearly as freely as 
with the curate ; and she felt almost sorry 
when they halted at the lodge-gate of the 
Heronry, and Julius being with some trifling 
resistance dismounted, Fane got into the 
saddle, took his leave, and they separated. 
After riding a shore distance, he turned and 
looked back. Lady Lee, too, was looking 
back, perhaps after Julius, for, immediately 
calling to the boy to come along and not be 
troublesome, she walked onward to the 
house, and the trees hid her from his sight. 


From the Ladies* Companion. 

CHARISSA. 

I will not say her azure eyes are bright 
As stars, and deeper than the skies above • 

But that they ’re holy with an inward light 
Of charity and love ! 

I will not say her voice is thrilling sweet 
As mermaid’s music, soft as summer airs ; 

But that by squalid beds, with balm replete, 

*T is heard in low-breathed prayers. 

I will not say her little hands are fair 

As twin white-rosebuds — flakes of falling 
snow ; 

But that they feed the hungry oft, and bear 
Solace to want and woe. 

I will not say her tiny feet are small 
As fairies’, tripping on the moonlit hill ; 

But that they *re swift to come at Sorrow’s call, 
And peace attends them stilL 


STANZAS. 

There are three lessons I would write — 

Three words — as with a burning pen, 

In tracings of eternal light. 

Upon the hearts of men. 

Have Hope ! Though clouds environ now. 

And gladness hides her face with scorn. 

Put thou the shadows from thy brow — 

No night but hath its morn. 

Have Faith ! where’er thy bark is driven — 
The calm’s disport — the tempest’s mirth — 
Know this — God rules the hosts of heaven, 
Th’ inhabitants of earth. 

Have Love ! Not love alone for one, 

But man, as man, thy brother call — 

And scatter, like the circling sun. 

Thy charities on all. , 

Thus grave these lessons on thy soul — 

Hope, Faith ancl Love — and thou shalt find 
Strength, when life’s surges wildest roll — 
Light, when thou else wert blind ! 


Digitized by <^.ooQle 


SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS. 807 


From Blackwood's Magazine. 

SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS.* 

Ladies and Gentlemen ! — We regret that 
we are compelled to announce to you — at 
least to such of you as have fallen into the 
snare of authorship — that, for six months at 
least, it will be impossible for us to notice 
any of your lucubrations. Our rule is posi- 
tive, and will admit of no exceptions. Even 
the dear little angel who, along with her 
duodecimo, has transmitted us such a 
touchingly confidential confession of her 

J poetical impulses, must remain absent from 
elieity awhile. We are resolved, for a cer- 
tain space of time, to devote ourselves entirely 
to spiritual reading. We have taken down 
from their shelves Delrio, Wierus, and Regi- 
nald Scot; and refreshed our memory with 
King James on Demonology. If any friend 
or well-wisher of ours possesses a rare treatise 
on witchcraft, he will confer a special favor 
by sending it to us immediately, and we 
pledge ourselves not to return it. Is there a 
Sexton Club anywhere in England ? If so, we 
should like to lie made an honorary member. 
We trust that, in the face of the awful 
statistics lately produced, we may not be mis- 
understood ; nevertheless, we must own that, 
for the present, we are decidedly addicted to 
spirits. 

Mr. Spicer, whom we really hold to be a 
fellow' of infinite fancy, commences his in- 
troductory chapter thus : “If one may judge 
from present indications, before the following 
notes can be published an apology will have 
become due to many readers, for deeming it 
necessary to explain the general features of 
that singular subject to which they principally 
refer.” Not at all, our dear Spicer. No 
apology whatever is due. Until we received 
your book, we knew no more about the mani- 
festations you speak of, than the amusements 
of the high priest of Timbuctoo. We feel 
greatly indebted to you for the information 
we have received ; but the old virtue seems to 
have departed from this portion of the globe. 
At one time w*e were really eminent for 
witches ; the Queen of Elphen has visited us 
bodily since Spenser was laid in the grave ; 
and before emigration became general, second- 
sight was as common in Skye and Benbecula 
as the measles. The days are not very remote 
when every farm -steading could show its 
brownie. But, somehow or other, we seem 
to have forfeited these inestimable privileges. 
We can’t get up, in Scotland, a well-authenti- 
cated ghost more than once in twenty years ; 
and as for the intermediate fry — fairies, 

* Sights and Sounds, the Mystery of the Bay ; 
comprising an entire History of the American 
“ Spirit** Manifestations. By Henry Spicer, Esq. 
London, 1863. 


ouphs, etcetera, they seem to have entirely 
disappeared. AVe regret to chronicle the 
fact; hut, on inquiry, it appears that the 
oldest inhabitant of the most aqueous parish 
in the Highlands cannot charge his memory 
with having seen a water-kelpie ! 

Why this should be wo really cannot com- 
prehend. For ourselves, individually, we can 
say honestly, that we have cultivated with all 
our might spiritual impressions. We have 
assisted at stances of clairvoyants — seers who 
professed to be able to read writing through 
the medium of a mill-stone, but we never 
were fortunate enough to hear their profes- 
sions realized. Very lately we were told that 
an eminent Hawicker possessed the art of 
uttering divine poesy in his magnetic sleep — 
we heard him ; ana were thankful that the 
turf covered the mortal remains of Willison 
Glass. Credulous as an infant, we only want f 
to see a manifestation, but we cannot find 
one. An inspired femme de chambre is pa- 
raded ; but she is soon found guilty of im- 
posture ; and the place she occupied knows 
her no more. We entreat for enlightenment 
from Clackmannan, but do not get it ; we 
write to Dornoch, and receive no answer. 
The truth must out in naked terms — We 
want a Warlock! Observe — we give no 
guarantee against the ultimate application of 
the tar-barrel; but suffering for truth is 
praiseworthy. Our national pride revolts at 
the idea that America should in modem 
times unveil the unseen world, to which w*e 
have a prescriptive right. We shall insist 
upon having aecided “ rappings” in Edin- 
burgh as well as in New York, else we must 
hold that we are scurvily treated by the shades 
of our departed friends. 

But we must not trifle with the curiosity of 
our readers, who are doubtless anxious to 
know w hat all this is about. We shall tell 
them as concisely as we can, using Spicer as 
our spiritual guide-book. 

The village of Hydesville, township of 
Arcadia, Wayne county, New York, was the 
first place in which spiritual manifestations 
appeared. In the month of March, 1848. the 
family of a certain Mr. John D. Fox w r aa dis- 
turbed by mysterious noises, such as rap- 
pings, tapping, knocks, and shuffling of the 
furniture, which could not be accounted for on 
the hypothesis of natural agency. This was 
not pleasant ; but use reconciles us to almost 
anything, and in a short time the daughters 
began to reciprocate. Here, at the outset, 
we are struck by the remarkable similarity 
of the Foxian narrative to the story of Wes- 
ley’s kobold, with which probably our readers 
are acquainted. A few experiments enabled 
the parties to open a distinct communication, 
and the method is remarkably simple. Spicer 
tells us, “ that, in this spirit-language, an 
affirmative is conveyed by a single rap ( though 
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]>erhaps emphasized by more), a negative by 
silence. Five raps demand the alphabet, and 
that may be called over viva voce , or else in a 
printed form laid upon a table, and the finger 
or a pencil slowly passed along it ; when, on 
arriving at the required letter, a rap is heard ; 
the querist then recommences, until words and 
sentences are spelled out — upon the accuracy 
or intelligence displayed in which, depends, in 
a great degree, the amount of faith popularly 
accorded to these manifestations.” These, 
however, are but the rudiments of the spiritual 
education — which, orthodoxly enough, com- 
mences with the alphabet. We shall pres- 
ently see that, since 1848, a higher state of 
intelligence has been achieved. Armed with 
this key, Mrs. Fox, who appears to be a 
woman of a decidedly inquiring turn, succeeded 
in eliciting from the Bpirit the following in- 
formation. That the number of the years of 
his fieshly pilgrimage had been thirty-one ; 
that his name was Charles Rayn ; that he had 
been murdered in that house, and buried in 
the cellar ; and that the murderer was alive. 
Then came the results — 44 There was some 
digging in the cellar on Saturday night. 
They dug until they came to water, and then 
gave it up.” Highly satisfactory this ! Now, 
w ho was Charles Rayn ? We are sorry to say 
that Mr. Spicer gives us no information on 
that point. lie appears to have been as much 
a phantom in the flesh as in the spirit — 
though the date of his apotheosis could not 
have been very remote, for his children were 
said to be still alive, as also his murderer. 

We are told that 44 the high character and 
respectability of this family (the Foxes) did 
not, nevertheless, protect them from certain 
unpleasant results of these manifestations. 
Immense excitement was created in the neigh- 
borhood, and considerable prejudice, extending 
even to threats of violence, existed against 
them.” Now we cannot, for the life of us, 
comprehend what was the cause of the ex- 
citement. Had the previous existence of 
Charles Rayn been ascertained, and his body 
found in the cellar, there might have been ex 
citement enough ; but nothing of the kind ap- 
peared. The prejudice — though we should 
nave given the feeling quite a different name 
— is intelligible without explanation. 

. The Fox Family, it would appear, was pecu- 
liarly beloved by the spirits ; for two of the 
ladies having removed to Rochester, New York, 
the rappings followed them thither ; and a 
third, Catherine, who seems to have been the # 
Cassandra of the party, was similarly accom- 
panied to Auburn. In short, they were media , 
or particularly favored persons in whose pres- 
ence only the spirits will deign to make them- 
selves audible. Media are now very common. 
Mr. Spicer says, 14 It is calculated that there 
are, at the present moment, not less than 
thirty thousand recognized media practising in 


various parts of the United States. A friend, 
who writes under date of July 17 (we presume 
1852), assures me that in the city of Phila- 
delphia alone may be found no fewer than 
three hundred magnetic circles, holding reg- 
ular meetings, and receiving communications. * * 
If the facetious Spicer is not hoaxing us, we 
trust Mr. Thackeray will keep his eyes and 
ears open, and regalo us, on his return, with 
an account of the invisible W'orld. 

We now begin to understand wbat Cole- 
ridge meant by his powerful picture of 44 wo- 
man wailing for her demon lover. ” 1 1 is not at 
all a bad thing to be upon terms of familiarity 
w f ith a spirit. If not quite so handy as the 
imps of the old magicians were — for they 
could serve up banquets in a trice, and pro- 
duce the rarest fruits in the heart of winter 
— your acute American sprite can contrive 
to send the dollars in the way of his mistress. 
Here is an advertisement : 44 Mrs. Fish and 
the Misses Fox. An error crept into our 
notice of these ladies, as published in our last 
issue, concerning their locality. Our readers 
will please observe that they are at No. 78 
West Twenty-Sixth Street. Strangers can 
be entertained on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Friday afternoons, from 3 to 5 o’clock ; also 
on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday evenings, 
from 8 to 10 o'clock.” The charge seems to 
us moderate — only a dollar per head. What 
a blow it would bo to these ladies, should 
their spiritual admirers desert them ! 

We are concerned to say that some little 
doubt was thrown upon the authenticity of 
the Fish and Fox performances by the revela- 
tions of a certain Mrs. Norman Culver, de- 
scribed as 44 a connection by marriage of the 
Fox family.” Perhaps it may be worth while 
to insert her declaration : — 

Catherine wanted some one to help her (make 
the rappings), and said that if I would become a 
medium , she would explain it all to me. She 
said that, when my cousin consulted the spirits, 
I must sit next to her, and touch her arm when 
the right letter was called. I did so, and was 
able to answer nearly all the questions correctly. 
After I had helped her in this way a few times, 
she revealed to me the secret. The raps are pro- 
duced with the toes. All the toes are used. 
After nearly a week’s practice, with Catherine 
showing me how, I could produce them perfectly 
myself, At first it was very hard work to do it. 
Catherine told me to warm my feet, or put them 
in warm water, and it would then be easier work 
to rap ; she said that she sometimes had to warm 
her feet three or four times in the course of an 
evening. I found that heating my feet did en- 
able me to rap a great deal easier. 

Catherine told me how to manage to answer 
the questions. She said it was generally easy 
enough to answer right, if the one who asked the ’ 
questions called the alphabet She said the rea- 
son why they asked people to write down several 
names on paper, and then point to them till the 
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spirit rapped at the right one, was to give them 
a chance to watch the countenance and motions 
of the person, and that in that way they could 
nearly always guess right. She also explained 
how they held down and moved tables. She told 
me that all [ should have to do to make the raps 
heard on the table would be to put my foot 
against the bottom of the table when I rapped, 
and that, when I wished to make the raps sound 
distant on the wall, I must make them louder, 
and direct my own eyes earnestly to the spot 
where I wished them to be heard. She said, if I j 
could put my foot against the bottom of the door, 
the raps would be heai-d on the top of the door. 
Catherine told me that when the committee held 
their ankles in Rochester, the Dutch servant- 
girl rapped with her knuckles under the floor 
from the cellar. The girl was instructed to rap 
whenever she heard their voices calling the 
spirits. Catherine also showed me how they 
made the signs of sawing and planing boards. 
When I was at Rochester, last January, Mar- 
garetta told me that, when people insisted on 
seeing her feet and toes, she could produce a few 
raps with her knees and ankles 

If, after this express and circumstantial 
declaration on the part of a connection of the 
Foxes, and without refutation of its falsity, 
it is really the case, as Mr. Spicer alleges, that 
their exhibitions are attenaed “ by the Hite 
of the city of New York, including several 
eminent judges and divines,” we are forced to 
conclude that there is no bottom to tho stom- 
ach of American credulity, and we begin to 
understand the secret ofthe success of Barnum. 
It is, to our apprehension, an uncommonly 
ugly story, and we really should like to know 
what steps were taken in consequence. Mrs. 
Culver stated that she was taugnt by the fair 
Catherine to make the rapping — was that 
tested ? The Fox family, in vindication of 
themselves, were bound to have challenged 
her forthwith to exhibit her toes, and to have 
snapped them in the approved manner. 
Mr. Spicer has a natural reluctance to involve 
himself in the feminine quarrel ; but, as he 
has undertaken to be the spiritual historian, 
he feels himself obliged to give some opinion. 
Here it is. “ It is distressing to bo compelled 
to arbitrate between two ladies of station and 
character, on a simple question of — who has 
libbed ? But some decision must be arrived 
at, and I give it at once as mine , that Mrs. 
Culver’s statement was , in the main , true; 
Catherine Fox’s, on which it was founded, in 
the main false.” By this, we presume, he 
means that Miss Fox intended to humbug 1 
Mrs. Culver. A more damning hypothesis 
than this we cannot imagine. How does the 
case stand in that light? A girl, in the 
alleged possession of a miraculous facility, 
not only states, to a female relative, that the 
whole thing is an imposture, but explains the \ 
nature of the process, and teaches her to perform I 
the tricks of the trade! “After nearly a| 


week’s practice, with Catherine showing me 
how, I could produce the raps perfectly!” 
Very odd that the ghosts’ confidant should 
have the knack of producing sounds exactly 
similar to those which indicated their spirit- 
ual presence ! And why did the little Sap- 
phira criminate herself? The motive is 
perfectly obvious, and is assigned — “she 
wanted some one to help her.” Mr. Spicer 
does not seem to understand the immense 
importance of this point upon the whole 
ghostly question. With the Foxes the spirit 
theory originated — with them the rappings 
commenced. Now, if it turns out that these 
rappings are the result of a trick, and that 
one of the family has confessed to the impos- 
ture and divulged the secret, down goes the 
whole edifice. It does not matter what has 
taken place afterwards ; if the originators of 
the idea are impostors, so must all be who 
have followed after them. 

Ten years ago it would have appeared 
absurd to approach the subject ; but, since 
then, the case has altered. The phenomena 
of animal magnetism have unsettled the 
minds, and, we fear, perverted the religious 
faith of thousands, both in the Old World 
and the New. We have been deluged by 
itinerant Cagliostros of all colors, exhibiting 
their powers for payment, on the platform ; 
and as, in matters of this sort, novelty is 
everything, and one conjurer can only main- 
tain his reputation by keeping ahead of 
another, falsehood and fraud have been 
brought in to supplement what was wanting. 
That a magnetic operator can exercise an 
extraordinary influence on the nervous system 
of a suitable patient, and even control, his 
volition, must be admitted. Such a power, 
marvellous as it is, is nevertheless not miracu- 
lous, for it is produced, say the maguetists, 
by the operation of a subtle agent upon the 
nerves, which again influence the brain. It 
is somnambulism produced by artificial means. 
Somnambulism is by no means an unusual 
phenomenon. A person in that state, while 
walking in sleep, answers readily to interrog- 
atories ; and his fancy follows the sugges- 
tion of the speaker, so that he may be made 
to believe that he is roaming through the 
ruius of Memphis, when, in reality, he is 
wandering in his own bed-room. That is just 
the audible expression of a dream ; and in it 
there is nothing hostile to nature. But at 
the very next step the limit is passed. Pre- 
ternatural powers are now claimed, and it is 
alleged that the spiritual eye can discern real 
objects at distances and throngh media which 
the natural eye could not reach. This is 
clairvoyance — which we, not without exam- 
ination, believe to be a most rank and filthy 
imposture. 

It is very significant that the most usual, 
and, we have no doubt, the most profitable 
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branch of the dmvoyant trade, is that of de- 
scribing diseases in the human frame. A 
patient is brought into the presence of the 
clairvoyant , who forthwith proceeds to give a 
diagnosis of the complaint, and a description 
of its seat, in terms which are certainly 
oracular. We have more than once heard a 
dialogue like the following — the interlocutors 
being the operater and the possessed one, of 
course confederates. “ D ’ ye see that man ?” 

— “ Ay, I see him.” “ Is he weel ?” — “ Far 
frae it !*” “ What ’s the matter wi’ him ?” — 
“The matter wi’ him! d’ye no see yon?” 

“ No; but what is 'tyo see?” — “ It *s that, ye 
ken — the thing there ! Lord save us, how it ’s 
louping ! It ’s a red thing, and a* wrang the- 
gither.” “ Ay, is ’t a red thing.?” — “ Just 
that.” “Will it get better?” — “I dinna 
ken ; there 's something coming out o’t 
that ’s no right. The man ’s no weel ava !” 
“ Can ye tell ony thing to mak him better?” 

— “Ay, there s a thing he might tak, but I 

dinna mind the name o’t.” “ What is % 

Davie, man ? Think again !” — “ Oo, it *8 a 
pouther !” “A powder, is it? and what’s 
the color o’t?” — “ It ’s whiles ae color and 
whiles anither ; ye can pit it in your mouth 
gin ye like!” “What kind o’ a taste has 
it?” — “It’s no nice.” “If he were to 
take it, wad it cure him ?” — “ If it did him 
nae gude, it wad do him nae harm !” Nor 
has it ever been our fortune to hear a more 
distinct opinion enunciated by a sleeping Es- 
culapius. 

As vivisection is out of the question, this 
branch of the craft may be pursued with per- 
fect safety. But there is another more tick- 
lish — that is, the description of distinct 
objects. In that, there is almost invariably 
such a sketch of ordinary furniture as prevails 
in every dwelling-house, and will apply to 
all. We never yet have heard of a properly 
authenticated instance of clairvoyance peing 
exercised beyond the immediate locality — 
we mean such an instance as could put the 
possession, or rather the existence of such a 
ower, beyond question — and that is, un- 
oubtedly, the turning point of the whole con- 
troversy. During the last two years, when 
the mysterious fate of Sir John Franklin ex- 
ercised such an influence over the public 
mind — as will indeed continue for years to 
come — the clairvoyants made many contra- 
dictory revelations. One saw him imbedded 
in ice far beyond Wellington straits — an- 
other beheld him captive among the rude 
tribes east of Siberia. But the singular 
thing was this ; that no two unconnected clair- 
voyants agreed in their description. Some of i 
them must have been liars, either wilfully or 
unconsciously ; because it was impossible 
that the contradictory visions could be recon- 
ciled. We have no objection to adopt the 
hypothesis which corresponds with our idea 


of magnetic power, that in these cases the 
so-called said clairvoyant merely followed the 
ideas of the operator ; but, m that view, 
clairvoyance receives its death-blow. If it 
exists at all, it must exist independent of the 
impressions of the operator. 

As regards seraphic visions, we are con- 
strained to say that we hold them as purely 
blasphemous. Some miserable creature, fur 
below the average of the human race in or- 
ganization and intellect, presumes to carry 
messages from the supernal spheres, and to 
assume a greater power of vision than St. 
Stephen, when, at the moment of his martyr- 
dom — but not till then — he saw the heavens 
opened. What awe can now invest the di- 
vine apocalypse of John, when, by a simple 
process, you can throw a serving-wench asleep, 
and extract from her far more specific details 
than were vouchsafed to the translated pen of 
the beloved apostle ? We ask those who arc 
Christians, and who yet are inclined to yield 
to this frightful delusion — which, after all 
their common sense should disdain — whethe 
they do not consider themselves as guilty o! 
most awful presumption in pursuing sue! 
inquiries ? (Granting that, by some inexpli 
cable means, such revelations can be given, : 
not such knowledge expressly forbidden in th 
one Book, which is the rule of all revelation 
We can afford to smile at the folly of the 
belief, but we cannot excuse the impiety < 
their practice. They are made the dupes < 
knaves, while they are favored with spiritu 
revelations through means which the divi 
word has denounced. 

The supporters of clairvoyance have a j 
culiar logic of their own. They maint* 
that failures, however numerous, are to 
reckoned as no proofs against them ; but tl 
a single case of success is to be considere 
triumph. Mr. Spicer puts the matter tin 
“ It is too much the fashion among curs 
inquirers to overlook the importance of w 
is done, in the failure of what is not. Thi 
not fair. If you place twenty sealed let 
on the table, with a different line written 
each, and the 1 spirits,’ after failing in 
first nineteen, read the twentieth, surely 
wonder in respect to that success is as gi 
the mode of compassing it as unaccountt 
as though nineteen failures had not prec< 
it.” 

Now, is this view, as applied to claii 
ance, correct ? We apprenend it is ent 
fallacious. Let us take Mr. Spicer’s 
An operator brings a patient into the so-c 
clairvoyant state. A sealed letter is lai 
the ta&le before him, and he is asked i 
sees it ; he replies in the affirmative, 
then asked if ne can read its contents, ai 
answers, “ Yes.” Ho is then desired te 
it, and he reads something which 5 
therein written. Ib that not proof, an 
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cisive proof, Against cluirvoyance ? The let- 
ter is before the patient ; and if he says that 
he cannot read its contents, then it may, with 
perfect propriety, be maintained that he has 
not attained that state of lucidity which 
would enable him to perform such a feat. 
But if he says that he can read it, and pro- 
ceeds to enunciate something which is not in 
the letter, then he disproves clairvoyance. 
What he sees, or says that he sees, is not the 
thing that is there ; therefore, he is either 
altogether an impostor, or is laboring under 
a mental hallucination which is equally fatal 
to his pretensions. It will not do to say that 
here or there a successful result has been 
achieved. Guessing may do much, and trick- 
ery more ; but nothing can be received as a 
fact which relies on exceptions, not on rules. 
We have seen the experiment tried with 
closed boxes. The patient invariably pro- 
fessed to see what was within, but, very cu- 
riously, he never gave the object its proper 
name. It was something either long,, or 
broad, or round, or square, or queer, or yel- 
low ; but what it was he never would tell, 
though he professed to see it distinctly ; and 
he only made one response which a liberal 
imagination could in any way reconcile with 
the reality. Yet he said that he saw. Saw 
what? Not the articles that were in the 
boxes, if he saw anything, but very different 
objects. Is that nothing against the lucid fac- 
ulty ? Why, the most stolid and stupid clod- 
hopper in ancient times would have despised 
the spaewife only one of whose predictions 
out of twonty proved ultimately true. 

What with ghost-illuminations, magnetic 
crystals, magical-glass globes, and such-like 
rubbish. which might aptly figure in a cata- 
logue qf the household furniture of the late 
lamented Cornelius Agrippa, many men, call- 
ing themselves philosophers, seem to have 
taken leave of their senses. We have gone 
back to the old trush of King James’ witch- 
craft. Nothing is so absurd as to render it 
unworthy of credence — nay, the absurder it 
is, the more eagerly is it paraded as a truth. 
We have no wish to see the field of investiga- 
tion limited — where an express limit has not 
been assigned by the highest authority — 
but it amazes us that men of science do not 
see the mischief which their credulity causes. 
Some scoundrelly miscreant professes to have 
a familiar spirit, lie is not sent to the tread- 
mill os a cheat and impostor, as he ought to 
be, but is visited by learned doctors and grave 
inquirers, whose attention makes his fortune. 
The public are told that So-and-so, an eminent 
philosopher, has inquired into the matter, 
and is greatly puzzled — cannot, in fact, make 
up his mind — rather inclines, than other- 1 
wise, to believe that Adoniram Pumpkins is j 
in communication with a familiar spirit — 
and the acute Adoniram immediately adver- 


tises a stance , at five shillings a head, and 
reaps a harvest from the gulls. Now, there 
has been a great deal said about clairvoyance, 
but the practical test remains unsolved. A 
gentleman of the very highest distinction in 
the scientific world — one whose medical rep- 
utation is more than European, and wno 
adorns the university to which he belongs — 
has offered d large sum of money if any clair- 
voyant can read a line of Shakspeare which 
he has written out and deposited in a sealed 
box. The challenge has now been given for 
a long time, yet the attempt never has been 
made. Clairvoyants have described royal 
relics as built up in walls, somewhere , and 
have even favored us with drawings of them, 
but they cannot produce them. However, wo 
ought not to be in a hurry. It would by no 
means amaze us if the specified relics came to 
light; for there is such a thing as indicating 
a treasure, “ by aid of the spirits,” after the 
manner of Dousterswivel , and then discover- 
ing it. Joe Smith, the Mahomet of the Mor- 
monites, was a profound philosopher. He 
calculated, not on the common sense, but on 
the amazing credulity of mankind, and act- 
ually succeeded in founding a new religion. 
Let us do justice to Joe. lie was not a whit 
more absurd nor profane than many educated 
men in this country who ought to know bet- 
ter. But he was much cleverer, for he duped 
others, whilst they are the egregious dupes. 

Surely no simpler test than that we have 
alluded to can be proposed. Countless clair- 
voyants profess to do far more wonderful 
things every day — well, let them read the 
line. They say their vision penetrates over 
sea and land — space is nothing to them — 
they can bring you news from the antipodes 
in a trice ; can tell you the address of a letter 
in the pocket of a laborer at the diggins. 
Why cannot they read the simpler and easier 
task of a single line in a box at home ? Just be- 
cause the whole thing is a tissue of unmiti- 
gated humbug; and the countenance of such 
pretensions will hereafter be regarded as a 
serious stigma upon the intellectual character 
of the age. 

But we must return to Spicer and his 
spirits. The modus operandi is quite simple. 
The party assemble round a table, at the head 
of which sits the medium , priest or priestess 
as the case may be. There is no kind of in- 
vocation used. The spirits enter the room 
invisibly of their own accord, in a free-and- 
easy way, and each announces his arrival by 
a rap. Then the alphabet is produced ; but 
as the process of calling out the letters is 
rather tedious, a child's alphabet-box is em- 
ployed, and a pencil is moved along the liter- 
al line. When it touches the proper letter 
there is another rap, and the answer to any 
proposed query is thus spelled out. 

This is a very dreary kind of exhibition, 
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and was evidently felt to be such even by the 
enthusiastic Spicer ; but it is a little enlivened 
by gymnastics. It spiritual knuckles can pro- 
duce sound, why should not spiritual muscles 
induce motion ? The one is as reasonable as 
the other ; and accordingly it is common to 
request the spirits to move the table. The 
following is Mr. Spicer’s account of the phe- 
nomena which he witnessed : — 

It was next proposed that proof should be af- 
forded of the power possessed by the spirits to 
move substances ; and they were requested to 
exercise it upon the table. Every one drew a 
little apart, in such a manner that none of the 
sitters* legs should approach it, and, so far as 
could be observed, this condition was most hon- 
orably fulfilled. In a moment or two, the table, 
like Birnam Wood, “began to move;** and if 
my astonishment and discomfiture did not equal 
that of the deluded thane, it was because petti- 
coats are reduudant, and it was impossible not 
to feel how completely it was at the discretion of 
any zealous little foot to assist the spirits in the 
performance of this manoeuvre. 

“ Move the tables, indeed !” you say ; “ why, 
a spirit might as well be expected to draw a 
cork!” Our dear sir, these spirits can do 
more wonderful things than araw corks — 
they can imbibe with considerable gusto. 
Death makes no difference in the national 
taste ; and we presume an American spirit 
would still indicate its preference for a mint- 
julep, or a brandy cock- tail, over weaker com- 
pounds. Your German ghost, with fine Teu- 
tonic inflexibility, sticks steadily to its beer. 
What think you of the following well-authen- 
ticated instance ? “ Kern had engaged Hahn’s 
servant — a man of about forty years of age, 
and of entire singleness of character — to 
stay with him. One night, as Kern lay in 
liis bed, and this man was standing near the 
glass door in conversation with him, to his 
utter amazement, he beheld a jug of beer, 
which stood on a table in the room, at some 
distance from him, slowly lifted to a height 
of about three feet, and the contents poured 
into a glass that was standing there also, 
until the latter was half full. The jug was 
then gently replaced, and the glass lifted, 
and emptied as by some one drinking, whilst 
John, tne servant, exclaimed in terrified sur- 
prise, ‘Lord — it swallows!’ The glass 
was quietly replaced, and not a drop of Deer 
was to be founa on the floor !” 

Who need marvel after this at the mysteri- 
ous manner in which tea and sujgar sometimes 
disappear, and the mirific diminishmeni of 
the contents of the brandy bottle ? How 
many excellent and blameless servants must 
have been discharged, with their characters 
slightly tainted, on account of the appetite 
of the spirits! Yet, after all, this German 
was not an exorbitantly thirsty soul — he 
seems to have been contented with a modest 


quencher. A Highland ghost, now, would 
have made wild work with- the aqua rite ; 
and the departed of Glasgow must surely be 
chargeable with some share of that frightful 
consumption of alcohol, which has made our 
western capital so notorious. 

“ But the tables were moved?” Yes, and 
the beer vanished ; and, for a charge of a 
couple of shillings, M. Robin will show voi 
fifty feats more marvellous and inexplicable 
But this is nothing to what has occurred. Th* 
house of the Rev. Dr. Eliakim Phelps wa 
taken possession of by a whole regiment o 
spirits, wh* had a decided turn for the fin 
arts. “ The furniture of the lower rooms la 
scattered in the utmost confusion in ever 
direction. After hastily restoring some kir 
of order, the family proceeded to the upp 
rooms, in hopes of discovering some clue 
the authors of these strange doings. A me 
extraordinary scene presented itself! A nui 
ber of figures — probably eight or ten — cc 
structed with great skill by means of v&ric 
articles of wearing apparel and bed-room fi 
niture, were found in the middle of the ro 
in a kneeling attitude, each having before 
an open Bible ! After exhausting their w 
der and conjectures, excited by this extra 
dinary spectacle, the family closed up 
phantom-chamber, as it was thenceforth cal! 
leaving the dumb kneeling circle as they v 
found ; and the doctor himself took possess 
of the key. In spite of this precaution, h 
ever, some strange addition was daily mad 
the phantom group, without a possibility 
tracing the hand at work upon it.” W 
Phelps, junior, a boy about eleven, was 
paring to go to church, his boots and 
were suddenly missing! That is not 
gether an unexampled phenomenon . IJow< 
some ono was barbarous enough to drag : 
another pair of Bluchers and a caubeen ; 
these also miraculously vanished* They 
only discovered, “ after a long search” — 
we presume, until the doctor hud reache 
peroration of his sermon. It is odd tha 
spirits who thus practically protested ag 
the doctor’s oratory, should have select* 
house as the theatre of their malicious 
we must say unmeaning pranks. For 
long months peace was a stranger t 
dwelling of the Phelpses. The furnitu 
came locomotive, and walked about of it 
accord, just as if the chairs and table 
been studying Washington Irving’s tale 
Bold Dragoon. There was an awful s 
ing of glass. “I have seen,” writ* 
vexed-at-heart Eliakim, “objects, su 
brushes, tumblers, candlestioks, snuflen 
which, but a few moments before, I k 
be at rest, fly against the glass and das 
pieces, when it was utterly impossible 
the direction in which they moved, th 
visible power could have caused their me 
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But for the production of the Bibles, we should 
say that this was a case for exorcism and holy 
water. But can anything be more preposter- 
ous than this ? The laws of nature are sus- 
pended, the spirits of the dead return — all 
for what? To rattle Dr. Phelps' furniture 
about, and to pitch the snuffers through his 
windows! There is usually some kind of 
poise between cause and effect. We can un- 
derstand how, in the words of Horatio — 

A little ere the mightiest Julius fell. 

The graves stood tenantless, and the sheeted dead 
Did squeak and gibber in the Roman streets, | 

— for natural portents are not unappropriate 
to the violent death of a hero. But were the 
gates of Tartarus opened, that the windows 
of Phelps might be broken ? A more bairnly 
6et of hobgoblins than clustered round the 
Reverend Eliakim it is impossible to conceive ; 
and we are of opinion that they might, with- 
out much trouble, have been decoyed into the 
interior of an emptied sugar-barrel. 

After all, Beelzebub is but a poor imitator. 
He was but trying, beneath the roof-tree of 
Dr. Phelps, to reproduce phenomena which 
were played off at Woodstock, upon the occa- 
sion of the visit of the Parliamentary Com- 
missioners in 1649, with infinitely greater 
effect. Ilad the ghost of Funny Joe Collins, 
the contriver of the Woodstock phantasma- 
goria, been amongst the number of the Phelps- 
mn visitants, he would have made every one 
in the neighborhood roar, like Trinculo, with 
terror ! Contrast the pointless idiocy of the 
American demonstrations, with the fine, bold, 
masterly performances of Collins. 

October 30. — Something walked into the 
chamber, treading like a bear ; it walked many 
times about, then threw the warming-pan vio- 
lently upon the floor, and so bruised it that it 
was spoiled. Vast quantities of glass were now 
thrown about the room, and vast numbers of 
great stones and horses’ bones were thrown in. 
These were all found in the morning, and the 
floors, beds, and wails were all much damaged 
by the violence they were thrown in. 

November 1. — Candles were placed in all 
parts of the room, and a great fire made. At 
midnight, the candles all yet burning, a noise 
like the burst of a cannon was heard in the room, 
and the burning billets were tossed all over the 
room and about the beds ; and had not their i 
honors called in Giles and his fellows, the house 
had assuredly been burnt. An hour after the 
candles went out, as usual, the clack of many 
cannons was heard, and many pailfuls of green, 
stinking water were thrown on their honors in 
bed ; great stones were also thrown in as before, 
the bed-curtains and bedsteads torn and broken ; 
the windows were now all really broken, and the 
whole neighborhood alarmed with the noises ; 
nay, the very rabbit-stealers that were abroad 
that night in the warren, were so frightened at 
the dismal thundering, that they fled for fear 
and left their ferrets behind them. 


One of their honors this night spoke, and in 
the name of God asked what it was, and why it 
disturbed them so? No answer was given to 
this ; but the noise ceased for a while, when the 
spirit came again, and, as they all agreed, brought 
with it seven devils worse than itself. One of 
the servants now lighted a large candle, and set 
it in the doorway between the two chambers, to 
see what passed ; and, as he watched it, he plain- 
ly saw a hoof striking the candle and candlestick 
into the middle of the room, and afterwards 
making three scrapes over the snuff of the can- 
dle, to scrape it out. Upon this, the same per- 
son was so bold as to draw a sword ; but he had 
scarce got it out, when he perceived another in- 
visible hand had hold of it too, and pulled with 
him for it, and at last prevailing, struck him so 
violently on the head with the pommel, that he 
fell down for dead with the blow. 

Now, we call that a respectable style of 
apparition — place, time, und motive being 
all in perfect keeping ; and the design and 
execution alike creditable to the artist. Had 
Joe Collins kept his own council, the Wood- 
stock case would have been the Iliad of the 
spiritual manifestations, for there is a pith 
and purpose about it which makes us scorn 
the drivelling of the Yankee ghosts. But he 
was too much tickled with the delight of the 
joke to conceal his agency ; and consequently 
he is not quoted by the historians of the in- 
visible world. 

From Phelps we pass to Judge Edmonds. 
This dignitary, it seems, was formerly an 
unbeliever, but had gradually altered his 
views. The following is an account of what 
occurred at a spiritual meeting at the house- 
of a Mr. Partridge. In the list of those said 
to have been present, we find “ Mrs Fox and 
her daughters.” 

Rappings were heard, and a communication 
from the “spirits’* requested the company to 
play upon a piano in the room. This was done, 
the raps beating accurate time to the measure. 
Mr. Gordon, who was a medium, was thrown 
into a magnetic sleep, during which he gave ut- 
terance to some remarks directed against the too 
ready yielding to sister superstitions with those 
which, in past ages, obstructed the advance of 
gospel light — (we omit the remainder of the 
sentence as blasphemous). 

While this was proceeding, sounds were occa- 
sionally heard on the door and sides of the apart- 
ment aloof from any person, os loud as could be 
produced by a violent “ pounding” with a man’s 
fist. The table at which Mr. Partridge was em- 
ployed in taking notes, was several times moved 
from its place ; and a chair, which stood outside 
of the circle, and several feet distant from any 
Qne present, was moved up to the circle, and 
back again, placed on its side, &c. These, how- 
ever, were the usual phenomena, and of such 
frequent occurrence that they excited but little 
interest 

We pause to make a moral reflection. You 
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see, dear reader, how common everything 
becomes by use. We warrant now, that if, 
on walking into your drawing-room, you were 
to find the chairs chasing one another, the 
tables staggering under the influence of in- 
toxication , and the sofas frantically curvetting, 
you would feel not a little amazed. These 
things, however, the philosophic American 
treats with intense disdain ; and, we doubt 
not, gives the footstool an admonitory kick, 
as it playfully attempts to jump into the coal- 
scuttle. But to resumo our quotation : — 

In the present case they proved to be but the 
prologue to demonstrations of a most astounding 
character, and such as, I am fully aware, will 
tax to the utmost the faith of the uninitiated in 
the veracity of those upon whose concurrent 
testimony these facts were subsequently made 
public. 

At the stage of the proceedings last alluded to, 
it was proposed by some one to darken the room, 
in order to try whether the lights and sparkles, 
known frequently to accompany the manifesta- 
tions in former instances, would be perceptible. 
It was accordingly done, and the lights were 
observed, at different times and in different parts 
of the room — sometimes resembling phosphores- 
cent flames, sometimes forming luminous clouds 
moving about, sometimes like glistening stars, 
crystals, or diamonds. Physical demonstrations 
increased in variety and force, and continued for 
three hours, “during which, ** says Mr. Part- 
ridge, “ the judge seemed to be in the possession 
of the spirits .* * Many things occurred to him 
which he mentioned that he alone could be con- 
scious of ; though we could perceive that some- 
thing extraordinary was going on with and 
around him. Many things, however, also oc- 
curred, which all could witness. 

The card-table before mentioned began to move 
with violent force from one side of our circle 
(which was large) to the other, rocking, and 
rising up and coming down ; and, finally, the 
leaf was shut up, the cover turned round to its 
place,' the table was gently turned upside down, 
and laid at our feet. In this situation, myself, 
and others took hold of it, and ascertained its 
position; and, after a short interval, it was 
turned up, the leaf opened, and the table placed 
as before. A chair, which stood outside of our 
circle, and several feet from any one, was sud- 
denly moved up to the circle and back, rocked, 
and finally, with great rapidity, conveyed from 
one end of the room to the other, winding its 
way among the people who sat there without 
touching them, and yet at times passing with 
fearful rapidity within an inch or two of our per- 
sons. . . A pocket-handkerchief was taken from 
the judge’s pocket, and tied into many knots and 
put back again ; a table-brush was token from 
the shelf, and put into the hands of several per- 
sons successively, and taken out again, and their 
hair brushed with it ! ! ! 

O, Partridge, Partridge I — for we are led 
to understand that the foregoing is your 
account, not that of Henry Spicer, Esq. — 


what manner of man thou art, or what is thy 
calling, we know not, and we never may 
know ; but this we will say for thee, that thou 
art a consummate master of bathos! Why 
wert thou not content with the crystals, ana 
diamonds, and phosphorescence and corusca- 
tions! These might have won the hearts of 
young believers ; but who can figure Ariel 
tying knots upon the handkerchief, or what 
stomach revolts not at the apparition of that 
beastly brush ! 

We shall, however, be told not to scoff, but 
to reason ; and there are one or two points in 
the preceding narrative which w r e think it 
right to notice. We assume this to be, in 
substance, the narrative of Mr. Partridige, 
who was present, and that he remains un- 
contradicted by any others who were there. 
So be it. That is a broad assumption, but 
we do not wish to stand upon trifles. In the 
first place, after a preliminary rapping, such 
as constantly occurred when Miss Catherine 
Fox was present, music was demanded by the 
spirits. That may be a peculiar and favorite 
taste of theirs, for anything we know to the 
contrary; it. is enough for us that natural 
sounds were required, to allow tbe develop- 
ment of the non-natural. In this wo observe 
a strong family likeness to legerdemain ex- 
hibitions, which seldom go on smoothly unless 
the attention of the audience is distracted. 
Next, Mr. Gordon, a medium , drops into a 
magnetic sleep, and makes use of expressions 
from which, we sincerely hope, his waking 
sense would revolt. An inspired chair jumps 
about without any obvious reason, but no one 
pays attention to it ; and tho next notable 
occurrence is, that “ some one” proposes to 
darken the room. We should like to know 
who made that proposition ! If it was Mr. 
Partridge, it is deeply to be regretted that his 
modesty has kept him in the back-ground ; it 
is always well, in matters like this, to be 
specific. The room was darkened according- 
ly, “ to try whether the lights or sparkles” 
would appear. And it seems that they did 
appear. But to whom ? The gifted narrator 
does not tell us who observed the lights. Is he 
recounting his own impression, or that of the 
whole company! On a late grand occasion, 
about whicn there could be no dispute — the 
eclipse of the sun — our scientific men were 
not at one about the color and shape of cer- 
tain rays or flames which were thought to 
issue from the verge of the solar disc, towards 
the moment of obscuration. The spiritual 
phenomena, being more recondite, and cer- 
tainly less generally understood than those 
which are purely natural, require more ex- 
actitude in the telling. Who saw those 
crystals, diamonds, phosphorescence, &c. ! 
Was it Partridge only — or did the Foxes 
likewise see them — or were they visible to 
the rest of the company ! On these very esBen- 
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tiul points we are left utterly in the dark — 
as utterly as Judge Edmonds, who, with a 
halo of glory around him, “ seemed to be in 
the possession of the spirits!” As Mr. 
Partridge cannot tell us what occurred to the 
judge, we shall not be inquisitive to know. 
Many things may have occurred to him. 
Had we been in his place, it would have oc- 
curred to us that a slight supper, not unac- 
companied by some mildly diluted spirits, 
mignt be salubrious after such a seance; 
though, with a modesty equal to his, we 
should have abstained from hinting our de- 
sire. No doubt “ something extraordinary 
was going on with and around him.” Gen. 
tlemen’s handkerchiefs do not usually emerge 
from their pockets from an innate desire of 
being tied into knots ; and surely it would be 
a great satisfaction for the juage to know 
what spirit took that liberty with his mov- 
ables. 

However, the room being darkened, the 
furniture be^an to race about at a speed or 
“ fearful rapidity” which no article seems to 
have attained when the candles were lighted. 
It was all the difference between a mild sid- 
ling and the fanaticism of u Highland reel. 
In the day-time your chair might deceive 
you, jerking back as you confidingly surren- 
dered your nether man to it ; and you might 
be greeted with a spiritual guffaw, ana a 
general rapping indicative of the delight 
which the ghosts received from your hurt 
upon the os coccygis . But, dowse the glim, 
and there is the very devil to pay. Tables 
are turned upside down, the room being so 
dark that their position can only be ascertained 
by touch . An arm-chair conceives that it is a 
steam-engine, and whisks recklessly by. 
We remember, in days long past, having 
played at blind-man’s-buff in a darkened 
room, and we at once recognize the truth of 
the American phenomena. How the furni- 
ture did use to go about ! You thought you 
were catching a nymph, and a screen came 
slap in your face, eliciting diamonds and 
coruscations more brilliant than any which 
Rundell and Bridge could exhibit. An an- 
cestral chair by the fire-place became, on 
these occasions, a perfect demon. It would 
have been easier to stand the shock of Coeur- 
de-Lion, than the tilt of that venerable ma- 
hogany. But then we were not magicians. 
Granting that we occasionally caught a spirit* 
a very slight shriek was elicited, ana the 
“rappings” were decidedly few. In sober 
earnestness, we beg to observe that this 
“ manifestation” is by far the most suspicious 
of any which has yet been cited ; and that — 
though dignified by the presence of a judge, 
“ in the possession of the spirits” — we can- 
not by any means accept it as conclusive 
of the ghostly power. We make no imputa- 
tion against any one. Mr. Partridge is as 


much a shade to us as the spirit who, he pre- 
sumes, impelled his arm-chair. Fleshly or 
disembodied, they may be excellent fellows 
both ; but our belief in them is just the same 
which we repose in the shade of Katterfelto. 

It is, however, no joke to be “ in the pos- 
session of the spirits,” for they are apt to 
play strange pranks with those who surrender 
themselves to their power. It is not pleasant 
to be whisked up to the roof, and suspended 
from it like a gigantic spider, after the man- 
ner of Ilervio Nano, the original Gnome-fiy. 
Nevertheless, an eyewitness nas stilted that 
Mr. Daniel D. Hume, a medium , was placed 
in this singular position. ^ 

Suddenly, and without any expectation on the 
part of the company, the medium , Mr. Hume, 
was taken up in the air ! I had hold of his hand 
at the time, and I felt of his feet ; they were lifted 
a foot from the floor ! He palpitated from head 
to foot with the contending emotions of joy and 
fear which choked his utterance. Again and 
again he was taken from the floor, and the third 
time he was carried to the lofty ceiling of the 
apartment, with which his hands and head came 
in gentle contact. I felt the distance from the 
soles of his boots to the floor, and it was nearly 
three feet. Others touched his feet to satisfy 
themselves. 

We confess that we would have given a 
trifle to have seen the palpitating medium 
sprawling in the air ! We presume this 
settles the question about the suspension 
of Mahomet’s coffin ; for no stanch Mussul- 
man ghost would grudge the labor of uphold- 
ing it. The experiment, however, has been 
attempted before. Munlius, the friend of 
Melancthon, tells us in his Collectanea — “ I 
was acquainted with a certain person, called 
Faust of Kundling, a small town in Wirtem- 
berg. He was a Cracovian Scholasticus, and 
read lectures on magic in the university 
there. He was a great rambler, and pos- 
sessed many secrets. At Venice, wishing to 
amuse the populace, he boasted' that he 
would fly up to neaven. The devil according- 
ly wafted him up a certain height , but dashed 
him down again in such a plight that he toy 
half dead on the ground.” We insert this 
extract from the writings of a very learned 
man, by way of warning to the American 
experimentalists. Johanna Southcote, if we 
mistake not, expected to be “ taken up and 
her Scottish imitator, Luckie Buchan, actu- 
ally stood tiptoe on the top of a hill in Dum- 
friesshire, vainly soliciting a soar. Daniel 
has transcended Johanna — Hume has risen 
bevond Buchan. 

Itat is it not possible that some of these 
phenomena may to attributable to natural 
agencies, such as magnetism, electrioity, Ac., 
though their operation is not yet understood ? 
That is a very fair question ; and we, who 
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detest dogmatism almost as thoroughly as 
deception, have no objection to answer it. 
Our experience of the past warrants us in 
concluding that there are many natural agen- 
cies with which we are imperfectly ac- 

S uainted. Among the most important of 

tiese is electricity, whether it emanates from 
animated or inanimate objects; and no man, 
we think, is entitled to deny the genuineness of 
alleged phenomena, on account of their 
singularity or startling nature, so long os they 
can bo attributed to a natural source. Thus, 
if it were alleged that, through the operation 
of magnetism, luminous points or sparkles 
were made to appear in a darkened room, we 
should not be justified in sneering at the 
statement, simply because it is contrary to 
our own experience. Nay, wo shall go even 
further. It is not impossible, though certainly 
improbable, that an object, such as a table, 
may be so impregnated and surcharged with 
electricity, as to bo moved, without visible 
power, from its place. But to tell us that 
handkerchiefs * can spontaneously tie them- 
selves into knots, and hair-brushes rush of 
their own accord to people's heads, is a direct 
insult to the understanding, and is indeed ad- 
mitted to be so by the illuminati. They are 
obliged to havo recourse to spirits ; and not 
hypothetically to account for some wonderful 
phenomenon, but directly, from positive reve- 
lations vouchsafed to themselves. Now with 
this, science has nothing at all to do. They 
are asserting, not natural, but supernatural 
agencies ; and these we utterly deny. Let it 
be oliserved that we do not express a disbelief 
in reported results, solely because the spirit- 
ualists choose to refer them to preternatural 
causes. It is possible that a table might move, 
or lights be exhibited, without spiritual inter- 
vention ; but these men have cut the ground 
from beneath their own feet. They do not 
argue that these phenomena may have been 

S roduced by spiritual intervention, but they 
eclare that they were so produced ; and, with 
singular audacity, they nave undertaken to 
rove that position. The reader, who has 
itherto been introduced to “ rappings,” loco- 
motive furniture, sell-acting hair-brushes, and 
tortnous handkerchiefs, must now prepare 
himself for something stronger. We recom- 
mend him to tako a caulker, by way of forti- 
fying himself for the revelation. 

The srmiTS can make themselves visible! 
Yes — indeed they can; and, wbat is more, 
they can sign their names. Here is the state- 
ment as to the latter fact : — 

At one of a series of meetings (hereafter more 
particularly described), convened for the pur- 
pose of “ spiritual intercourse/ * at the residence 
of Mr. Charles Partridge, New York, the subject 
of Kossuth’s ‘'mission” was referred to, and 


(whether from a desire to know how far " ma- 
terial aid” might be safely accorded, or from 
idle curiosity as to the missing crown of Hun- 
gary) pressed somewhat eagerly upon the notice 
of the spirits. The latter, however, cut all ques- 
tions short, by addressing the medium , Mr. Ed- 
ward P. Fowler, thus — 

“ Edward, place a paper on your table, and 
we will write a sentiment upon this matter, and 
subscribe it with our names. You will then sign 
it also.” 

The result reported was as follows : — 

In accordance with the above directions, Ed- 
ward placed a paper on his table, in his sleeping- 
room, which was duly written upon in the course 
of .the night, and signed by forty-three spirits. 
It was subsequently signed by the members of 
the circle ; but, owing to the omission of the his- 
tory, and the irregular mode of affixing the sig- 
natures of the members, the spirits made the fol- 
lowing communication at the succeeding regular 
meeting — “ Bum that, and we will write upon 
another.” 

Accordingly, the first paper was destroyed, 
and a parchment was procured, and placed on 
Edward’s table, on his retiring for the night. 
On the morning of the 23d of December, when 
the medium rqpe, he found the sentiment, 
“ Peace, but not without freedom,” and the sig- 
natures inscribed on the parchment. 

At the meeting of the circle held on the 25th 
ot December, Dr. Hall asked the spirits whether 
each spirit executed his or her own name, as they 
occurred on the parchment, when the spirits an- 
swered emphatically — ‘ * Yes ! ” 

Wo hope that document will be preserved 
with as much care as the original Declaration 
of Independence. It ought to be ; for who do 
you think signed it among others? Why — 
Benjamin Franklin ! Don’t be surprised, 
dear reader — we shall get to Washington by 
and by. Edward B. Fowler, it would appear, 
is a remarkably gifted seer — quite a Joe 
Smith in his way — and Franklin, or rather 
the spirit of that illustrious man, requested 
him to get a book, and note down very par- 
ticularly his experiences. Charles Partridge, 
who was present, inspired by a natural jeal- 
ousy of the preference shown to the Fowler, in- 
quired — rather impertinently, as we think 
— whether, if he had been in the room, he 
could have seen what Edward saw? The 
reader must understand that, by this time, 
the spirits had vouchsafed to appear as car- 
nalities to Fowler. Franklin’s reply conveys 
a dignified and proper rebuke. “ Your sphere 
would not have permitted us to present our- 
selves even to Eaward.” The Partridge was 
caught in his own snare — a victim to the 
Fowler. It so happened, however, that the 
latter had mentioned the apparition of the 
queer little man in his rqom on the previous 
evening, and another of the party requested 
to know what name he bore in the flesh. 
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Franklin courteously replied, “ The small man 
was Hahnemann.” We wonder whether any 
deceased allopathist is permitted to walk. 

No ; we protest that it is no hoax of ours. 
Spicer may be hoaxing us, for, as we said 
before, ho is a funny and facetious fellow, but 
we quote accurately from his volume. Now, 
then, putting aside "the appearances, which are 
simply harmless, especially as they are con- 1 
fined to Fowler, let us seriously consider the 
inconveniences of post-mortem signature. W e 
never heard of such a thin" before, except in 
the case of Sir Robert Rcdgauntlet, and his 
receipt went hissing like a squib up the chim- 
ney. Another judge, of the name of Cray, 
is stated to have signed a document expressive 
of his belief in the genuineness of the spiritual 
subscriptions. In that case, we congratulate 
the forgers of New York. One thing is quite 
evident, that they may now counterfeit with 
impunity the handwriting of any deceased 
party. For some years to come, it is im- 
probable that spirits will be admitted to the 
witness-box, or required to take an oath ; and, 
supposing it to be established that spirits can 
write, it is difficult to imagine how a defence, 
resting on the authenticity of the signature, 
could be repelled. Suppose a man dies in 
the act of executing a will, and, five minutes 
afterwards, his spirit “raps” for two wit- 
nesses, and signs the deed in their presence, 
will it be good in law? Why not? There is 
the signature, and nobody else made it ; 
and it wmuld be hard to maintain that 
the spirit could not remedy the infirmity of 
the dying hand. There is a splendid pros- 
pect open for collectors of autographs. Let- 
ters from the dead will soon become as plen- 
tiful as strawberries — nay, we greatly fear 
that they will tread upon the heels of the 
living. Washington is at it again. Would 
you like to hear him ? 

O, ye men of intelligence ! Be ye warned that 
this doctrine of spiritual intercourse will spread 
and overleap all opposition. Be patient, ex- 
amine, investigate — try all things by the un- 
failing laws of nature and reason. Be not easily 
turned from your course — let “ onward and up- 
ward” be your watchword. All will be well if 
you persevere. Have charity ; love your op- 
posers ; forbear ; seek to enlighten them. 0 ! 
De forgiving ; you are progressing. 

It is very well for Washington to ask us to 
be patient ; but what patience can stand such 
frightful drivel? Why, the man — we beg 
pardon — ghost, has forgot the significance of 
language, for it is rank nonsense in a spirit, 
holding spiritual intercourse, to call that com- 
munication a doctrine. Can it be that spirits, 
like men, are liable to intellectual decay? It 
is an awful idea ; but, from the foregoing, spec- 
imen, it is evident that Washington is en- 
titled to the privileges of the Fogie Club. 

CCCCLXX7. LIVING AGS. TOL. I. 52 


Would you like a touch of Jefferson by way 
of relief? Here goes : — 

The anniversary of America’s birth is now be- 
ing observed by millions of liappy people, who 
enjoy the greatest blessings of any earthly na- 
tion. These blessings were won by a thorough 
| and impartial investigation of the various theories 
‘ of government, one of which was carried out in 
practice by a class of men who were not afraid 
of truth. In all its affairs (the government) it 
is as near the intended of God as its founders 
could, at that time, adopt, and at the same time 
consolidate the States. But, with all its bless- 
ings, it was not perfect ; nor is it yet, and prob- 
ably never will be. The Union, as it is, is worth 
preserving, and I pray my countrymen will not 
destroy it, for as suro as they do, civil war and 
carnage will assuredly follow. Better permit 
one toil than to destroy all that is good . 

Perhaps the reader will be better able to 
appreciate the truly Roman stoicism of the 
last sentence, when we remind him that the 
children of Jefferson were, after his death, 
publicly sold for slaves in the market of New 
Orleans. In the midst of ineffable glory, the 
spirit of Jefferson yet approves of the human 
traffic ! 

We hope these specimens will suffice — for 
we really have not space to notice the posthu- 
mous writings of Calvin and Fenelon, who, 
along with others of less celebrity, bavo 
deigned to communicate their spiritual m us- 
ings to the American ear. In truth, this is a 
very serious revelation for authors. What 
would become of the living novelists were a 
new series of the Waverley talcs to be spirit- 
ually communicated? Are they safe against 
Cervantes and Boccaccio ? Not at all. Spirits 
arc proficients in all languages ; and the new 
stylo both of Calvin and Fenelon is sonorous 
with the Yankee twang. It is really too bad 
that the bread is to be taken out of our mouths 
by deceased authors, who can have no claim 
to copyright. Protection, they tell us, is 
dead. Alas ! the gravo itself is now no pro- 
tection. We appeal to the reading public. 
Do they really want more of N. P. Willis ? 
If they do, it is no use repeating the Oriental 
wish that ho may live for a thousand years ; 
for, according to the new method, he may 
write till the world is in flames. We re- 
member reading, some years ago, in one of 
the periodicals, a rather impertinent paper, 
in which the popular authors of the day wero 
represented as embarking on a perilous aerial 
voyago ; and when one of them, whom wo 
are glad to know is still fresh and lively, was 
represented as having met with a fatal acci- 
dent, the sole moan made by the survivors 
was expressed in the emphatic words — 

I “ Well ! that ’s one serial done for at all 
events !” But, if these American revelations 
be true, living authors will shortly be worse 
I off than Macbeth — there will not be a corner 
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for them at the table. We shall be obliged 
to hire spiritual bravos to make away with 
the shades of our predecessors. Has any man 
a literary rival ? If so, his course is clear — 
let him settle on him an annuity. Ilis busi- 
ness is to retain him as long as possible in 
the flesh ; not to allow him to go out as an 
active and under-selling spirit. For our- 
selves, we defy competition ; but we tremble 
to think what might be the fate of the poor 
lads who write for the Edinburgh Review, 
should the defunct contributors take a fancy to 
enliven the Blue and Yellow! Not that 
Mackintosh would make much sensation. 
Allowing for spiritual improvement, he would 
remain as heavy as a sack of turnips ; but, in 
the present state of the hotch-potch, Sydney 
Smith, spiritualized, would be* a most valua- 
able adjunct. We shall allow no political 
feelings to sway us. We utterly and entirely 
rotest against posthumous productions of the 
efunct. Since we began this article we 
have been approached upon the spiritual side, 
and the bait was certainly a tempting one. 
It was neither more nor less than an offer 
from the spirit of Ossian of a dictation of his 
real poems as they ought to appear in the 
Saxon garb. We are always averse to betray 
confidence, even though it comes through 
spirits ; and therefore we turn to Spicer for 
posthumous poetry, believing that Ossian will 
“ rap,” when we allude to him, if we are 
guilty of any dishonor. 

Indefatigable during his life, Southey is still 
hard at work ; though wo are rather surprised 
to find him selecting American confidants. 
We abstain from quoting his poem', solely on 
account of the subject, w hich is personal and 

S ainful, relating to the mental malady that 
arkened his latter years. Shelley, we are 
sorry to observe, has lost much of his power 
of rhythm since he became a shade. Indeed, 
his lines will not scan ; and his words have 
no meaning. It is evident that the spirit who 
dictated the following lines is inadequate to 
the composition of such a poem as the Sensi- 
tive Plant : — 

Here am I blest ! My mind can sweep o'er all 

Of beauty, and drink in a freedom 

That on earth I was denied. Earth's sons, 

With souls of clay, would have despoiled mo ; 

They made me what I was — they made me doubt ; 
But here, they have no power to mar my soul. 

For to my lumined spirit is revealed 
What ogee was dim and shadowy on earth. 

Ah ! Immortality, thy bliss — and still 
'X wa3 I who doubted theo ! 

Friend, listen why : 

I saw the wrongs in Churoh and State, and I, too, 
Saw a power to right them, and to make 
An Eden's garden smiling here ; 

But others scorned, and wished not to right 
Those wrongs I saw, for they were false, 

Yet feigning to be true ! 

In justice to the poet, we ought to state our ! 


belief that the fault here lay with the medium , 
who has blundered the verso, and deserves to 
have his ears cropped. More pitiable dog- 
gerel cannot be conceived ; and it is disgust- 
ing to think that Shelley’s ghost was not al- 
lowed the opportunity of a revise. We lament 
to say that J&gar A. Poe, the author of “ The 
Raven,” is still spirituously addicted ; and 
that his shade composes under the influence of 
intoxication. Mrs. Lydia Tenney, of George- 
town, Massachusetts, a noted medium — T>y 
the way, it is worth remarking that a person 
of the name of Tenney signed a certificate of 
the truth of the Fox demonstrations — lately 
communicated to a magnetic circle a message 
and poem from the deceased bard. It is not 
easy to decide whether they flavor most of 
peach-brandy or of ether. 

Listen to me, and I will tell you of beautiful 
things — of thoughts both wild and tender — 
both soothing and tumultuous, which dwell in a 
human heart. A question which has moved the 
minds of millions is, What is the end and aim of 
imagination ? — for what was it implanted in the 
human organization ? What was my own ? but 
a vortex rushing within itself, upon whose brink 
I could seem to stand and see what was be- 
ing swallowed and reproduced — thorns, jagged 
rocks, beautiful flowers — all in the whirl of this 
ceaseless current merged. 

0, the dark, the awful chasm ! 

0, the foarful spirit spasm ! 

Wrought by unresisted passion 
In my heart. 

Fancies joyous, but alluring ; 

Love pure, but unenduring, 

From time to time securing 

Each a part. 

Then embraced by seraph bands — 

Drawn by tender, loving hands — 

From those treacherous, hateful sands 
Of despair. 

How my soul was waked to gladness, 

And cast off the deadening sadness, 

And the soul-devouring madness 

Writhing there ! 

May we be caught up and suspended from 
the ceiling, like Daniel D. Hume, if we stand 
this any longer ! These Transatlantic ghosts 
are superlative idiots ; let us try whether we 
cannot elicit something better from a native 
apparition. For the last quarter of an hour 
there has been an incessant rapping on our 
table — there is an odor of usquebau in the 
apartment, and we hear the droning of a spir- 
itual bagpipe. The shade of old Ossian awaits 
us ! At the corner of the street there stands 
a first-rate medium , Dugald Macvurich by 
name, and he also is of the raco of the bards. 
Him we entice, by the promise of a bottle of 
whiskey and a quarter of a pound of pigtail, 
into our study ; and having explained to him 
our wishes, which he readily comprehends — 
for his father’s sister’s husband’s cousin had 
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the gift of the second-sight, and it may there- 
fore De said to be in the family — we give him 
a single dram, by way of composing draught, 
and patiently await the result. Dugald 
pecbs. That, though a familiar magnetic 
symptom, may be accounted for naturally, the 
spirit being considerably above proof. But 
now a fine agitation convulses his furrowed 
features. His hair begins to bristle, and his 
legs are jerked as if he were executing a 
strathspey ! There can be no doubt of it now 
— he is fully possessed by the ancient Cale- 
donian muse. Starting to his feet, he catches 
up a pair of bellows, which, inserted beneath 
his left arm, makes no contemptible substitute 
for the bagpipe ; and, marching round the 
apartment, he delivers the following magnifi- 
cent fragment, which we hope will silence 
forever^ the puny piping of the Yankee 
spirits : — 

MACTAVISH AND THE QUEEN OF PHAERIE. 

A HIGHLAND B ALLA Du 
Communicated by the Shade of Ossian. 

I will sing you songs 

To make your heart-strings tingle ; 
They were made by me, 

Ossian, son of Fingal, 

In honor of a chief. 

Called Forquhard Mhor Mactavish ; 

To whom the females were 
Of their attentions lavish. 

Half-way up the glen, 

Near the springs of Avon, 

Where the black-cock builds. 

As also does the raven — 

Thero his henohman, Ian, 

Found him on the heather. 

With his flask of spirits 
Emptied altogether ! 

Such a thing as this 
Was indeed uncommon, 

For the chief could drink 
With any son of woman ; 

And it did appear 
To his henchman, Ian, 

That some wondrous sight 
The chieftain had been seeing. 

Water on his face 
His foster-brother spluttered, 

And a prayer or two 
To good Saint Fillan uttered ; 

Till Mactavish gave 
Signs of animation, 

And could undertake 
The task of his narration. 

First his nose he fed 
With a pinch of snoeshan, 

Then he thus romarked, 

“ I bavo seen a vision ! 

I shall tell you all, 

That you may judge the fitness 
Of the things whereof 
I have been the witness. 

“ I had not consumed 

More than half a gallon. 

With Rory Oig M’Cr&w, 

And Angus, son of Allan ; 


And was walking home 
In this same position, 

When my eyes beheld 
A beauteous apparition. 

“ From a tuft of rushes 
Rose a splondid figure. 

About a salmon’s height, 

Perhaps a little bigger. 

She was dressed in green, 

Her arms were rather hairy. 

And I knew at once 
It was the Queen of Phacrie !” 

At this point, owing to an unlucky acci- 
dent, the recitation terminated. A large 
chair, originally from Dunstaffhage, became 
greatly excited by the strain ; and, after at- 
tempting to dance a jig, rushed furiously 
across the room, and came in violent contact 
with Mucvurich’s shins. The inspired me- 
dium went down like a nine-pin, nor could we 
again bring him to the scratch. That he was 
under spiritual influence, however, there can 
be no doubt ; indeed, he muttered something, 
though incoherently, about “the spirits” — 
employing, to denote them, the Gaelic syno- 
nyme of Ferintosk. It is to be hoped that, 
on some future occasion, the shade of Ossian 
will condescend to dictate the remainder of 
this delectable poem. 

Will any one dare to doubt the authen- 
ticity of this “communication?” We are 
quite prepared to argue that point, and to 
prove its possibility from antecedents. Ho- 
mer, a much older poet than Ossian, was 
called up by the magician Faust, and we have 
it, on the authority of Marlowe, that ho was 
compelled to improvise. 

Have I not made blind Homer sing to me 

Of Alexander’s love and (Enon’s death 1 

And hath not he that built the walls of Thebes, 

With ravishing sounds of his melodious harp. 

Mode music with my Mephistopheles I 

We are ready, at all events, to make our 
affidavit that the Oasianic fragment is quite 
as genuine as the American spiritual min- 
strelsy. 

Well, dear reader, what do you say to all 
this ? Are you a convert to the spiritual man- 
ifestations, or do you still remain incredulous? 
We have positively nothing more to say — we 
have simply expounded Spicer. He is a be- 
liever, though less from anything he has seen 
(the spirits not being active in his presence) 
than from what he has heard. It may, how- 
ever, occur to you, as it occurs to us, that it 
is somewhat strange that this spiritual inter- 
course should have been so long deferred. 
Possibly St. Anthony was not tempted by de- 
mons, but simply haunted by ghosts ; possi- 
bly Luther mistook the nature of his annoy- 
ing interruptions, and was precipitate in 
shying the ink-bottle at what he imagined to 
be the head of Sathanas, when he ought to 
have produced the alphabet, and endeavored 
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to ascertain whether his visitor was not the 
9hode of some early reformer. But Anthony 
and Luther, knowing the Bible, had, both of 
them , a horror of familiar spirits. And, upon 
the whole, we think you cannot do better 
than follow their example. When we find an 
introduction to the inhabitants of the invisi- 
ble world charged, according to tho tariff of 
the Fish and Fox tribe, at one dollar per head, 
we cannot avoid forming a most contemptible 
opinion of the spirits who thus officiate upon 
hire. And as to the alleged readiness of the 
spirits to appear, wo greatly doubt that. It 
i9 wholly in opposition both to inspiration and 
vulgar tradition. The spirit of Samuel, when 
evoked by the Witch of Endor, complained 
that he was disquieted. Ghosts are said in 
later times to have appeared, and to have 
haunted dwellings ; but, whenever addressed, 
they have supplicated as a boon that they 
might be laia at rest. The new theory is 
quite otherwise. Your disembodied spirit has 
not only the entrke to every circle, but it en- 
joys the amusements exceedingly — plays, in 
fact, the first fiddle — and the dead jackass 
has the advantage of figuring as a living lion. 

But we shall not conclude in so light a 
strain. In dealing with the details laid bo- 
Jbre us, so utterlyludicrous of their kind, it 
ewas impossible to avoid banter ; but the preva- 
lence or such a delusion — if it really be so 
prevalent — is most deeply and sincerely to 
ne deplored. It is the worst and rankest 
:'fom of infidelity which has ever been pro- 
jmilgated. It is utterly opposed to the Chris- 
tian tenets, for it implies there is no judg- 
ment hereafter. A miserable debauchee like 
Poe, 'who had lived without the thought of a 
.Redeemer, dies ; and straightway, through a 
•mAfttasi, announces himself to be in glory. 
Blasphemy must be common and congenial m 
the Uaited States, before any one, capable of 
^perpetrating a stanza, would venture upon 
tiuch an experiment. But impostors stick at 
nothing. With the dollar per head in their 
view, they will produce any kind of phantas- 
auagoria- and enact, on a small scale, the 
•same kind of swindle which was practised at 
-the Etawnian mysteries. 

Keep /your mind easy, dear reader! You 
<ire not, eae whit, more likely to be disturbed 
by ghosts than your father or grandfathers 
at ere — -and you may set them thoroughly at 
defiance. Comport yourself well, and you 
.may bo assured that neither your shaving- 
-brush norrazor will spontaneously smash the 
window — go to church regularly, and we 
-shall give our guarantee against your being 
nffixed to»ihe ceiling. Be easy on the score 
of your -furniture, until you observe it to be 
inconveniently locomotive ; in which case, no 
doubt, you will be able to dispose of it to 
some railway company. Ana, above all 
things, .despise humbug, and do not follow in 


the wake of men who are called, or call them- 
selves, philosophers. Many scientific men, in 
matters of reasoning, are asses ; and it is a 
mercy that it is so, since otherwise, through 
their crude conceits, they would destroy the 
equilibrium of the material world. 

Humbug, and deliberate imposture, are the 
mildest terms we can apply to the American 
“spiritual manifestations,” and with that 
expression of opinion we dismiss the subject. 

• 

[As long as belief in tho " spiritual manifesta- 
tions’* was confined to the class of persons who 
do not believe in the Bible, it seemed natural 
enough. Unboliovers in Revelation are proverb- 
ially credulous. But now that this belief has 
gone farther, it enables ns to understand the jxw- 
sibility that educated and intelligent people could 
really believe in the follies of witchcraft many 
years ago. Tho “ Nineteenth Century” people 
aro as roady to deoeive themselves os the people 
of the Seventeenth were. 

Let us make one suggestion : Tho miracles of 
the Church of Rome aro better proved than any 
of these manifestations. More people have wit- 
nessed them, and testified to them. Why do tho 
present believers set them aside 1 Can they here- 
after venture to call that church superstitions T 
Wo do not see how they can resist the alleged mir- 
acles which go to establish the divine authority 
of that Church. — Ed. Living Age.] 


Domestic Habits op ora Ancestors. — Eras- 
mus, who visited England in the early part of 
the sixteenth century, gives a curious descrip- 
tion of an English interior of the better class. 
The furniture was rough ; the walls unplastered, 
but sometimes wainscotted or liung with tapes- 
try ; and the floors covered with rushes, which 
were not changed for months. The dogs and 
cats had free access to the eating-rooms, and 
fragments of meat and bones were thrown to 
them, which they devoured among the rushes, 
leaving what they could not eat to rot there, 
with the draining of beer-vessels and all manner 
of unmentionable abominations. There was 
nothing like refinement or elegance in the luxury 
of the higher ranks ; the indulgences which their 
wealth permitted consisted in rough and wasteful 
profusion. Salt beef and strong ale constituted 
the principal part of Queen Elizabeth’s break- 
fast, and similar refreshments were served to her 
in bed for supper. At a series of entertainments 
given in York by the nobility in 1600, where 
each exhausted his invention to hutdo the others, 
it was universally admitted that Lord Goring 
won the palm for the magnificence of his fancy. 
The description of this supper will give us a 
good idea of what was then thought magnificent ; 
it consisted of four huge, brawny pigs, piping 
hot, bitted and harnessed with ropes of sausages 
to a huge pudding in a bag, which served for a 
chariot. — The Silent Revolution. 
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From the Times. 

THE BEECHER STOWE DEMONSTRATION. 

It has been the fate of all the great epics 
that their moral has not been very discerni- 
ble, or at least, so separable from the story, 
and so dependent on the caprice of the reader, 
that we are at liberty to admire to our heart's 
content without drawing any inference what- 
ever. The Iliad was construed by subsequent 
ages to prove an inveterate grudge between 
Europe and Asia, which nothing could expiate 
but the conquest of the latter by the former 
in the person of Alexander. The JSneid was 
written to prove the divine mission and de- 
scent of Augustus, and the eternal destinies 
of Rome. The Lusiad taught the right of 
Portugal to the East, and the leading leature 
of the Paradise Lost is a very earthly repre- 
sentation of Heaven and the Divine mysteries. 
On these great precedents, we do not scruple 
to admire Uncle Tom as warmly as Lord 
Shaftesbury, or Lord Carlisle, or any gentle- 
man or lady at Stafford-house, without sur- 
rendering the right of private judgment as to 
the political doctrine of the story. We will 
do all fitting homage to Mrs. Stowe, as a 
novelist beyond compare, at least in the 
living generation ; but when it comes to the 
tremendous question how we are to deal with 
three millions born and bred in slavery and 
in the most intimate servile intermixture with 
a free people — still more, when it comes to 
the question how we, another people — a rival 
nation and a rejected mother country — are 
to interfere — we must beg to consult those 
high political considerations which find little 
place in novels, and are particularly distaste- 
ful to the warm hearts of fair writers and 
readers. We take the liberty, therefore, of 
regarding Mrs. Stowe quite distinctly from 
the meeting at Exeter-h&ll on Whit-Monday 

— quite distinctly from the reverend gentle- 
men and professors assembled on that occasion 

— distinctly from the resolutions then adopted 

— and even distinctly from herself, so far as 
she has been compelled to commit herself to 
any definite proposal for the abolition of sla- 
very. But even w hile we write we remember 
that Mrs. Stowe could not possibly agree with 
the very first resolution carried unanimously. 
If we remember right, she has emphatically 
repudiated any such doctrine as that “ the 
principle of immediate and unconditional 
emancipation is the only one that is consist- 
ent with the rights of the slave and the duty 
of the master. She does not think it the 
right of anybody, however deserving, however 
miserable, to be utterly ruined, which would 
be the case of the Carolina slave suddenly 
emancipated ; nor does she think it the duty 
of any man, however responsible, to ruin 
his dependents, as the slave-owners certainly 
would do if they gave in to this plan. Mrs. 


Stowe would prepare the slave (or freedom, 
and give him meanwhile the benefit of Chris- 
tian usages and laws ; and so little is she 
prepared to see the whole three millions 
emancipated, that when sho has got only one 
of the three millions, and him a very superior 
specimen, free from the yoke, and on British 
soil, her only resource is to send him to Li- 
beria, where we will venture to say he will 
not go. 

Accustomed as Mrs. Stowe must be at home 
to idle exhibitions of barren zeal, to indigna- 
tion meetings that burn like stubble and leave 
nothing behind, and all other forms of plausi- 
ble folly, she must have been pained, not to 
say disgusted, with the frantic impotence of 
the Exeter Hall abolitionists. They rose as 
she entered the room and received her with 
more than loyalty. She deserves it, and we 
honor their enthusiasm. They repeated their 
homage at her departure. But what was 
really done meanwhile ? What was said that 
could by any means help the poor slave and 
resolve this fearful enigma 1 Absolutely noth- 
ing. Lord Shaftesbury spoke as he is too apt 
to. 8 peak when he has discovered what he 
thinks a religious principle. He spoke as if 
he had never read of slaves in the Bible — as 
if slaves had not been therein told to remain 
content with their lot — as if compulsory 
service was incompatible with social laws or 
moral obligations ; and as if three millions of 
slaves could be safely emancipated by a single 
vote of the American Congress, or any State 
Legislature, any more than all the infants in 
the Union could be os summarily invested 
with the rights of full ago. Indeed, he did not 
altogether blink the adverse testimony of the 
Bible, but he disposed of that testimony by the 
summary expedient of declaring that all who 
rested on it were of the synagogue of Satan. 
This is rather a loose way of talking when it 
comes to a question of doctrine, and to nu- 
merous texts with a definite meaning. Let 
us beg to suggest to Lord Shaftesbury that, 
in valuable as his labors are in the work of 
social and material reforms, he would do well 
to take counsel of some learned minister be- 
fore he resigns the texts of Scripture to the 
synagogue of Satan. Indeed, he has not done 
even Mrs. Stowe that justice out of Scripture 
which she has a right to expect. The Lord, 
he says, will sell this Sisera, that is, the anti- 
abolitionists, into the hands of a woman — 
viz., Mrs. Stowe. Now, we protest, on the 
behalf of Mrs. Stowe, that she is not the 
woman into whose hands the Lord has sold 
the anti-abolitionists. She is the Deborah of 
this question ; the judge, the prophetess, the 
inspired songstress. The craven-hearted Barak 
would not give chase to Sisera and his char- 
iots of iron, unless Deborah might be allowed 
to go with him ; so, to punish him, the victory 
was to be utterly inglorious, at least to him ; 
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a woman was to invito Sisera into her tent, 
receive him with pretended hospitality, and 
kill him in his sleep ; but in which respect 
Mrs. Stowe is like Jael, the wife of HeW, 
the Kenite, except that she has hit the right 
nail on the head, Lord Shaftesbury himself 
would be puzzled to say. 

Good advice, it is commonly said, is the 
cheapest currency in the world, except bad 
advice, which is cheaper still, and impossible 
advice, which is the cheapest of all. Our 
anti-slavery people advise the Americans to 
emancipate all' the slaves at onoe, as we did 
the slaves in our West India Islands, though 
even that was not quite at once. We believe 
the advice to be about os impracticable as if 
we were to recommend the negroes to wash 
themselves white, or to change places with 
their masters forthwith on the receipt of our 
letters. It cannot, how r ever, be denied that 
the Americans are paying us off in our own 
coin, for we never heard more impracticable 
advice, if it means anything at all, than what 
Professor Stowe liberally presented to the 
meeting at Exeter JIall. The advice is, that 
the people of England are to use free cotton, 
and they are to get the cotton grown free by 
the importation of Chinese laborers into the 
United States, who will work, the professor 
says, for sixpence a day. In the first place, 
how are we to discriminate between two 
bales of cotton from New York — which was 
picked by Cassy and Uncle Tom, and which 
by Chinamen ? Then, who are to import the 
latter ? It would be very imprudent philan- 
thropy in the English, to carry a set of poor, 
ignorant creatures across the whole globe into 
the heart of an independent nation, particu- 
larly iealous of our interference — a nation, 
too, the states of which are not less jealous 
one of another. What if the slave statos find 
the Chinamen exceedingly disagreeable people, 
and were to declare them all slaves or expel 
them? It is found impossible to import 
Chinese laborers into our own sugar islands 
without a great deal of suffering and hard- 
ship. If it is anybody’s place to import them 
into the United States, it foils rather to those 
who will have some sort of voice in their 
disposal for the future. No man of common 

E rudenoe will ever undertake a charge which 
e will not be allowed to discharge, accord- 
ing to the dictates of his own discretion. 
We will say, however, plainly, that we respect 
Professor Stowe; we respect all who fairly 
attempt to grapple with the practical diffi- 
culties of the question. The more we ask what 
is to be done, and the more answers are re- 
corded, the nearer and more likely we seem 
to exhaust the subject at last. We think, 
ourselves, that nothing is to be done except 
gradually to ameliorate the condition of the 
slaves, and to extend to them the first rights 


of humanity. We have always protested 
against the separation of husband and wife in 
our work houses at home, and we cannot do 
less than protest against the separation of 
slave couples. The same analogy holds of 
mother and child, up to a certain age. The 
slave ought certainly to have some protec- 
tion, more than he now has, against excessive 
punishment, for, without some power of pun- 
ishment left to the master, there can be no 
slavery at all, and we are rather for its miti- 
gation than its immediate abolition. As to 
mere animal comforts, amusement, instruc- 
tion, secular and religious, we suspect the 
Americau slave is quite as well off in these 
respects as the English laborer — at least, if 
Mrs. Stowe is to be trusted. But these are 
remedies which, so far from being advocated 
or facilitated by our anti-slavery agitation, are 
only rendered more and more impracticable. 
We have on this point the express word of 
Professor Stowe, who says that in his own 
early days black children were admitted into 
the same schools as white. If it is not so 
now, it is not owing to thb progress of the 
ootton cultivation, but to the excessive bitter- 
ness provoked by the abolitionists, and the 
increasing difficulty of dealing with free per- 
sons of color. Like many other people in the 
world’s great oomedy of errors, the abolition- 
ists must retrace their steps and eat a little 
humble pie. They must give up — indeed, 
Mrs. Stowe herself does give up — immediate 
and certain abolition, ana return to the safer 
and less offensive plan of gradual ameliora- 
tion. Let them put it in the power of every 
slave to purchase his own freedom, or have it 
purchased for him, at a not exorbitant price ; 
and thus prepare them for that state of liberty 
which so few men born free know how to use 
properly. 


From the Southern literary Messenger. 

TO MICHAEL ANGELO TITMARSH, ESQ. 

Oh, Titmarsh, Thackeray, or De La Pluche, 
Jeames, Chawls, or dear, delightful Mr. Brown, 
Wielding the author’s pen or artist’s brush, 

Or lecturing in some provincial town ; 

All hail ! King Satirist without a crown, 

But still of shillings fortunately flush, 

And able quite to “ go it with a rush” — 

(Don’t treat this pretty sonnet with a frown), 
If, in your tour from Boston to the South, 

From Athens to Boeotia, you should see 
Some “ Bwells” and “ snobs” of very high de 
gree. 

Have mercy on them ; let your fearful mouth 
Not crunch them, like so many luckless snails, 

| 0 lion with a large supply of tales ! 
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AN OLD GENTLEMAN’S SECOND MAR- 
RIAGE. 

Colonel Baxter's nuptials! We — the 
whole regiment — turned out in full-dress 
to witness their celebration. Even Mrs. Brill 
went to the expense of a white satin slip and 
a bonnet trimmed with orange-blossoms for the 
occasion. (Brill had been appointed Brigade- 
Major of the Division.) The colonel looked 
about forty years of age. The bride was cer- 
tainly a very pretty girl. Major Green gave 
her away. I wished Mrs. Brill had stayed at 
home ; for her mind was always running on 
matters of business, and she made me laugh 
in the church, close to the altar, by saying 
seriously, in a whisper — “ She ’ll come 
nicely on the fund, cornet, as a colonel’s 
widow, if anything happens to old Baxter. 
It ’s a fraud ! He ought to be ashamed of 
himself! I wish the old woman’s ghost 
could walk in just now, and see what was the 
use of her saving and pinching as she did. 
This young woman will spend it all, you 
know. I should (ike to catch Brill making 
such a fool of himself, after I ’m dead ana 
gone, and ducks and drakes of all I have 
scraped together. When J’m dying, I ’ll 
burn every bit of Company’s paper, or tear it 
into little bits, and throw it into the chicken 
broth I shall call for on purpose ; and then, if 
Brill likes to marry again, let him. It will 
be quite optional.” 

“ Hush !” said I. “ The parson is looking 
at you.” 

“ Well, let him look, the pasty-faced 
man,” said Mrs. Brill. “ I think he might 
have put on a clean wbat-you-may-call-it — 
surplus ” — (she meant surplice) — “ al- 
though it is a dirty business be is engaged in 
— marrying an old painted man to a mere 
child. There were we pitying old Baxter not 
long ago, when the old lady died ; and now 
you see there are all the cornets envying him. 
The world is full of hypocrisy and humbug. 
What can that young girl care about that 
old thing 1 It is not in human nature. She 
wants to be Mrs. Colonel Baxter, and have 
a carriage-and-pair, and all the rest of it.” 

“ So long as ye both shall live,” said the 
clergyman, concluding the vow. 

“I will,” said the colonel. 

“I will!” echoed Mrs. Brill in a loud 
whisper. “ Why, his three-score-and-ten is 
up already — so that his promissory note is 
overdue before he makes it.” 

I could contain myself no longer. I tittered 
aloud. My wife, who was leaning on my 
arm, gave me a look expressive of extreme 
disgust ; but it did not reduce me to gravity. 
On the contrary, it provoked me to titter 
loudly again. 

“ For richer and poorer. 19 When the old 
colonel came to these words, Mrs. Brill whis- 


pered to me, “ He ’ll be poorer pretty soon, I 
warrant you. — Give thee my troth / ” she re- 
peated after the colonel. “ Bring her on the 
fund, and give her a pension ! I say it ’s a 
fraud!” 

“ With this ring I thee wed,” old Baxter 
feebly repeated after the clergyman. 

“With this fiddlestick !” whispered Mrs. 
Brill, carrying on her commentary loud 
enough for me to hear her. “ I have no 
patience with an old man who paints his 
cheeks, and dyes his hair, And comes to 
church clothed in such abominable falsehood.” 

“ Yea, and thou shalt see thy children’s 
children,” said the minister. 

“Children’s children, indeed ! Now, the 
very idea,” said Mrs. Brill. 

“You had better leave the church, Rob- 
ert,” whispered my wife, “ if you cannot 
behave better.” 

Mrs. Brill heard her, and replied, “ He 
had better stay where he is. You would n’t 
have him cry, would you?” 

“ Hush! ” said I, in an agony of fear lest 
Mrs. Brill should come to words with my 
wife, and interrupt the ceremony. 

“ Spot or wrinkle , or any such thing .” 
When the minister came to these words Mrs. 
Brill was very indignant. 

“ Spot or wrinkle ! ” she repeated. “ He has 
filled up all the wrinkles with white paint and 
putty ! I could pick it out with a penknife ! 
The old man is a walking fraud ! I ’ve no 

E atience with him ; and I will say so at the 
reakfast. Brill is on the staff, and can no 
longer *be bullied by any ragamuffin of a com- 
manding officer.” 

My wife, when we came out of church, 
begged of me not to sit near Mrs. Brill at the 
breakfast. But of what avail was my prom- 
ise, since Mrs. Brill was determined to Bit 
next to me ? 

“ Robert, there is room for you here,” said 
my wife, when we were about to be seated, 
and she pointed to a vacant chair. Mrs. 
Brill observed her look, and said, “ Don’t be 
alarmed, Mrs. Wetherby. Although bolting, 
they say, is catching when it gets into a regi- 
ment, don’t suppose I ’d be so weak os to go 
off with the cornet. Brill is on the staff.” 

Sophy roared with laughter; and so did 
every one who heard Mrs. Brill’s remark. 

“Have you congratulated the colonel?” I 
inquired of Mrs. Brill. 

“ No,” said she ; “ and I don’t intend. I 
am not an impostor and hypocrite, like some 
other ladies whom I could mention.” (She 
looked at my wife.) “/ always speak mv 
feelings. An honest man ’s the noblest work 
of God — and so *s a woman.” 

I filled Mrs. Brill’s glass several times with 
champagne, and the beverage appeared to 
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improvo her temper. I trod apon her toe by 
accident, and she looked blandly in my face, 
and said — 

“ Don’t flirt with me, comet, before your 
wife, or you ’ll be making her unhappy, poor 
thing ; and she ’s not a bad creature, though 
she looks a wretched dawdle, and has no more 
idea of housekeeping than a blacking-brush 
has. It was unfortunate that she chummed 
with Mrs. Fifeleigh, for her character is 
compromised by it, poor thing. Don’t flirt 
with me here, cornet. Brill, too, has got 
his bleary eyes on us.” — The Wetherbys. 


From Chambers’ Journal. 

SCOTTISH DRUNKENNESS. 

The House of Commons recently granted to 
Mr. Hume a return of the number of persons 
apprehended for being drunk and guilty of 
disorderly conduct, in the streets of London, 
Edinburgh, and Glasgow, respectively, for a 
series of years, up to the close of 1851. 
Taking the last year embraced in this curious 
return, it appears that the number of persons 
drunk and disorderly picked up in London 
(or more properly, the whole metropolis) , was 
24,203, the population being 2,520,693 — or 
about 1 in 106 ; in Edinbyrgn, with a popu- 
lation of 166,000, the number was 2794 — or 
about 1 in 60 ; while in Glasgow, with a 
population of 333,657, the number was 
14,870 — or 1 in 22. In other words, Glas- 
gow seems to be three times more given to 
intoxication than Edinburgh, and five* times 
more drunken than London ! 

These statistics have led to some alterca- 
tion. Instead of simply adopting the facts, 
and making the best of them, certain journal- 
ists of Glasgow have attempted to explain 
away the apparent drunkenness of their city, 
and to fasten a quarrel on the Scotsman news- 
paper for having drawn attention to the sub- 
wet. All these wranglings are profitless. 
That Glasgow is distinguished for its intem- 
perance, is a misfortune to be looked distinctly 
in the face ; and whether other cities are a 
little less given to the same vice, is of no im- 
portance, one way or other. Each city has 
the duty of caring in a peculiar manner for 
itself ; and, on this ground, what the Glasgow 
authorities have to do, is, to consider by 
what prudent means the great reproach can 
be removed from amongst them. Having 
always felt a warm interest in Glasgow — 
looking, indeed, on its rapid rise, its great 
energy, and its wealth, as something mar- 
vellous and to be proud of, in a country which 
was so poor and backward as Scotland was a 
century ago — we cannot be supposed to 


refer to the present subject in an invidious 
spirit. Our object would be to aid in curing 
a great evil, of which all have occasion to bo 
ashamod. 

It has been remarked in favor of the west- 
ern capital, that its population is substan- 
tially different from that of Edinburgh and 
London ; but when we take the similar city 
of Manchester, where it appears, from a 
newspaper report, that the aunuul captures 
of drunk and disorderly persons by the police 
are only 523, or one in six hundred , we see 
that this forms no sound defence. 

The comparative drunkenness of both Ed- 
inburgh anu Glasgow, in contrast with south- 
ern cities, appears to us a subject eminently 
worthy of consideration and inquiry. It can- 
not be pretended that the means of education, 
or of impressing the religious and inoral 
feelings, are wanting in either city. It is 
indeed said that these are most abundant in 
the more drunken city. Ilow comes it that, 
while the external life and professions of so 
many are decent, there are at the same time 
so many who are given up to a shameful 
career of intemperance ? It shows a sad want 
of what we would call moral coherence and 
unity in these populations, raising the idea 
that there must now be vast numbers of peo- 
ple in our large towns who are not reached 
by any of the existing means of discipline, or 
rather, may be said to stand in antagonism to 
all such appliances. These are unhealthy 
traits of our social state, and we hope they 
will receive attention, with a view to some 
remedial measure, instead of being sheltered 
from public discussion. 

Since the above was in type, some revised 
statistics have appeared, by which it would 
seem that the manner in which the cases of 
drunkenness coming under the cognizance of 
the police of Edinburgh and Glasgow have 
been recorded, leaves some reason for doubt 
as to which of the two cities occupies the 
least favorable position. But the matter in 
its whole aspect remains pretty much as it 
was, and iu any point of view is deserving of 
the enlightened consideration which we have 
craved for it. 


German Lyrics . By Charles T. Brooks. 
Ticknor, Reed 4* Fields. Boston. — These are 
the best publishers in the country for Poets. It 
is enough to recommend a volume of poetry to 
the attention of the public, that it comes from 
their house. This contains translations in verso 
from Anastasius Grun ; Ruckert ; Uhland ; 
Freiligrath; Wilhelm Muller; Langbcin; Cham- 
isso ; Gellert ; Seidt ; Kerner ; Nathusius ; Gei- 
bel ; Platen ; Lenau ; Wurkeat ; Claudius ; and 
a miscellaneous list 
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